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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
August 2, 2011 

 
President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Len Zboray offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Gregory Carl, Judith Groninger, Robert Long, James Orner, 
Stephen Reed, Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Zboray; Ryan 
Tira, Borough Solicitor; Tom Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary 
 
The four visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Bill Gross stated that the Recycling group would like to have a fan installed at the 
Recycling Center at the group’s expense.  They would also like to post a new sign at the 
Recycling Center.   He also requested that the council members stop by the center to look at 
the condition of the fence that surrounds the property.  Council approved his requests. 
 
Mayor’s Report  
Mayor’s Report 

• Mayor Len Zboray met with Robin Musto, Superintendent of Shikellamy School 
District, and told her that the council would like to be a part of the C.W. Rice 
discussions.  Ms. Musto agreed to invite the Borough to any discussions. 

• Per the last council meeting, Mayor Zboray turned off the lights on the school crossing 
sign located on Front Street. 

• Mayor Zboray followed up on the complaint about the shrubbery and tree encroaching 
across the pavement on Water Street.  He commended Mr. Slodysko and the street 
crew for a great job. 

• Mayor Zboray met with the street department staff, office personnel, Chief Fink, and 
several police officers. 

• Mayor Zboray would like to look into parking permits for owners of businesses and 
residents who live on metered streets.  He also questioned if it would be possible to 
remove meters on Queen Street from 2nd Street to Front Street. 

• Mayor Zboray questioned if signs could be erected for violation of blocking the 
intersection on King Street, turning left onto Water Street coming from Sunbury. 

• He has also been with an officer when enforcement was set up at the SUNCOM 
parking lot to ticket offenders turning left onto Duke Street through a red light when 
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coming from the Barry King Memorial Bridge.  Three citations were issued to truckers 
last week. 

• He would like to look into moving the jake brake signs closer to the Borough on Front 
Street. 

• Mayor Zboray has met with several business owners to introduce himself and ask if 
they needed any help from the Borough as they are very important to the Borough’s 
infrastructure. 

• On July 29, Mayor Zboray met with Rep. Lynda Schlegel-Culver who requested that 
she be provided with a list of items the Borough is requested through grants.  He noted 
that any assistance she can give would be greatly appreciated. 

• Fritz Dabulis from the group Memory Lane has offered to perform a free concert in 
the King Street Park gazebo some Wednesday night in August or September.  Mayor 
Zboray requested the council’s approval. 

• Mayor Zboray met with Jon Apple, the Fire Police Captain.  He is looking to secure a 
super crew van which would eliminate having to use a trailer for their equipment. 

• According to Donald Steele, the vacant lot on Queen Street that is owned by the 
Northumberland National Bank is under agreement. 

• Tony Barnasconi of TM Sounds has offered to provide a free sound system at the King 
Street Park gazebo on a Wednesday night. 

• Mayor Zboray asked if the time period for residents to drop off small branch clippings 
at the recycling center could be expanded. 

 
Mr. Adam Klock requested that the joint meeting regarding the sewer authority merger be 
advertised on the sign in the park.  Mayor Zboray asked who is responsible for the sign and 
was informed that pool employees change the sign during the summer months and Charmaine 
Welby volunteers to change the sign the rest of the year. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko informed the council that the crew has been starting at 5:30 a.m. due to the 
hot weather.  They will be painting the crosswalks. 
 
Mr. Slodysko has located a used transfer case for $500 for the borough truck and someone to 
install it for $100. 
 
A misinterpretation from the news media resulted in someone hammering away a cable so 
people could take the mulch that was stored at the Recycling Center.  This was done on the 
Wednesday following the Tuesday council meeting.  The mulch was going to be made 
available to residents outside the fence.  The remaining mulch will be placed outside the fence 
this week, as planned.  Mr. Slodysko has had to purchase new cable to replace the damaged 
one at the center. 
 
Contractors have provided quotes to install the sidewalk at the 2nd Street building.  The quotes 
are as follows:  McBryan Contracting - $2.95 per square foot; Lytle’s Concrete Construction, 
Inc. - $3.50 per square foot; and Herrold and Son - $3.75 per square foot.   
 
Mr. Slodysko is also obtaining prices for railing to be installed behind the gymnasium.  There 
are various types of railing and the prices obtained were $3,700 for rod iron; $2,650 for 
aluminum railing; and $5,000 for a new type of low maintenance thermo-plastic railing.  
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Councilman Frank Wetzel arrived at 7:16 p.m. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Carl, seconded by Mr. Long, council voted unanimously to approve the 
lowest quote of $2.95 per square foot by McBryan Contracting. 
 
The Community Development Committee will discuss the railing at their August 15th 
meeting. 
 
The plaque for the playground has arrived and will be installed by Friday.   
 
The flooring installation for the Savidge Room is 95% complete. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane informed the council that he has notified the railroad that the junk and brush 
that have been dumped on their property below West Way must be cleaned up.  They have not 
responded to the letter as yet.  Mr. Ruane will contact DEP if he does not receive a response. 
 
Several properties in the Borough will be offered at a tax claims sale on August 17th.  One is 
located on Water Street and the other is on 2nd Street. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report  
Mr. Jim Orner reported that the IRS has submitted a bill for the back taxes for $94,000.  The 
authority’s accountant, Steve Slayton, has advised that he will check to see if this amount is 
correct. 
 
The bids for the Queen Street upgrade have come in higher than the engineer’s estimate due 
to high equipment costs, according to the engineer.  
 
The authority approved to contract with Martin Steel for a stainless steel tank for the flush 
truck at a cost of $9,900. 
 
More information has been obtained from DEP on credits as well as updating the plant. 
 
Employees will be paid $10 per month for business use of their personal cell phones. 
 
Additional revenue has been generated with the collection of past due accounts. 
 
The next Northumberland Sewer Authority meeting is scheduled for 4:30 p.m. on August 
22nd. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report  
No report 
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development  

Mr. Carl stated that the meeting is rescheduled for August 15, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at 221 
2nd Street. 

    Finance  
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Mr. Rees announced that the next meeting would be on September 21, 2011 at 6:30 
p.m. when the 2012 budget talks will begin.  Department letters will be sent out within 
the next week. 

 
    Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger stated that personnel issues would be discussed in the Executive 
Session. 
 

    Public Safety 
 Mr. Wetzel stated that the August 16th meeting would be cancelled. 
 
    Rules  

Mr. Long stated that the committee would meet on August 23, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  At 
that time the committee will continue the conversation on the parking meters that was 
begun at the joint committee meeting with the Public Safety committee. 

  
    Streets  

There was no additional information to add to Mr. Slodysko’s report earlier in the 
meeting. 

        
Old Business 

1. Mr. Carl announced that the council would meet with the Point Township Supervisors 
at the Point Township Building to discuss the possible merger of the sewer authorities 
on August 30th at 7:00 p.m.  This meeting is open to the public and was advertised.   
 

New Business 
1. Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Long, council unanimously 

approved payment of the bills.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$27,187.75; Norry Playground Fund bills total $156.79; Liberty Splashland bills total 
$10,632.99; and 2nd Street Community Center bills total $48.96. 
 

2. Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, council voted unanimously to 
transfer $1861.91 from the General Fund to Liberty Splashland.  This is the pool’s 
portion of the second payment from PHEAA. 
 

3. Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Rees, council unanimously approved 
payment of bills for budgeted items that are due before September 9th. 
 

4. A Town Meeting with Representative Lynda Schlegel-Culver is scheduled for 
September 15, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the Savidge Room in the 2nd Street Community 
Center. [Note:  The date has been rescheduled for September 19, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.] 
 

5. Mr. Slodysko questioned if sidewalk is needed between the handicapped entrance to 
the Savidge Room at the basketball court and the main entrance to the lobby at the 
other end of the Savidge Room.  The plans now are to make the main entrance 
handicapped accessible.  Council agreed that there would be no reason to install 
sidewalks between the main entrance and the entrance at the basketball court. 
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6. Mr. Zboray asked if Mr. Carl had a chance to review the letter from Phil Hallden 
about the Susquehanna Trail Dog Training at the pool.  Mr. Carl responded that he has 
not read the letter but the committee will look at it. 
 

7. Mr. Long reminded council that Lemonade Day is set for Saturday.  Volunteers are 
welcomed. 
 

8. Mr. Carl noted that the Riverstock Triathlon has been cancelled.   
 

Mr. Carl adjourned the meeting for an Executive Session at 7:40 p.m.  He announced that 
personnel issues and litigation claims would be discussed and the council meeting may be 
reconvened so action may be taken. 
 
The council meeting was reconvened at 8:18 p.m.  Mr. Carl stated that personnel and 
litigation were discussed. 
 
Mr. Rees moved to adopt a new non-union health care policy changing the stipend to 28% if 
the employee does not take health insurance and requiring employees to pay 7% of the 
premium.  This policy is for full-time non-union employees with the exception of the chief of 
police whose health care policy is under the terms and conditions of the police union contract. 
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Council approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. Rees moved to raise the rates of the two employees that this policy will affect by sixty-
five cents an hour to offset the health care costs.  The employees are Tom Slodysko and Jan 
Bowman.  Mr. Rees explained that this will not affect the budget or the two employees in this 
budget year.  It will affect them in the future if health care costs rise.  Mr. Long seconded the 
motion.  Council approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. Carl informed the council that he will not be present at the October 4th council meeting 
because he will be attending a class in New Jersey. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Long, the meeting was adjourned at 8:21 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
 
 
 
 


