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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
April 5, 2011 

 
President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Gregory Carl, Judith Groninger, Robert Long, James Orner, 
Stephen Reed, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Ryan Tira, Solicitor; 
Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Thomas Slodysko, Street Superintendent; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Jonathan 
Rees was absent. 
 
The four visitors present introduced themselves.   
 
Public Comment 
Mr. James Troup asked about the dumpster that has been located at 3rd and Orange Streets for 
several months.  The resident has been paying the fee according to the dumpster ordinance.   
 
Meeting Minutes  
Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Reed, council approved the minutes of the 
March 1, 2011 council meeting by a 5-0-1 vote.  Mr. Long abstained.   
 
Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Carl, council approved the minutes of the March 
15, 2011 council meeting by a vote of 5-0-1.  Mrs. Groninger abstained. 
  
Mayor’s Report 

• Mayor Brosius noted that the March report from the Police Chief is in the council 
members’ packets.   

• Training is going on for Officer Rushton concerning Animal Cruelty and Sergeant 
Kriner for High Impact Supervision. 

• Chief Fink provided a copy of another municipality’s ordinance that addresses bath 
salts.  He requested that the council consider adopting a similar ordinance.  Discussion 
ensued. 
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Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Long, the council voted 
unanimously to advertise an ordinance that prohibits the sale, possession or delivery of 
synthetic cannabis and other synthetic drugs. 

• Mayor Brosius reported that the polling place for the residents of the second ward is 
being changed to St. Mark’s Church at 187 King Street.  The Girl Scout Little House 
was the former location for the second ward poll.  The Election Board is mailing the 
information to all voters in the second ward. 

• The Lake Augusta Waterfront Plan will be presented for public review on April 6, 
2011 at 2:00 p.m. at the Degenstein Library in Sunbury. 

• Susquehanna University students will be volunteering in the Borough on Saturday.  If 
there is supervision, they will clean up at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Luden may be 
available to oversee the group.  If it rains, the students will paint the Christmas tree 
meter covers in the gym at 2nd Street. 

• Mayor Brosius provided pictures of two young volunteers, Micah and Morgan 
Minnier, who picked up branches in the King Street Park.  She noted that the boys 
were three years old. 

 
Street Supervisor’s Report 

• Mr. Tom Slodysko thanked Adam Klock for his assistance in trimming trees in the 
King Street Park.   

• He announced that the crew has been installing a new sewer line in the 2nd Street 
Municipal building. 

• The pump at the pond in the park had been turned off at some time during the winter.  
Mr. Slodysko is repairing the pump.  

• Mr. Slodysko said that he would remove the doors on the lighted sign at the end of 
King Street Park.  The light is not working and Mr. Slodysko will repair it.  Mayor 
Brosius voiced concern that if the doors are removed from the sign, the letters will be 
rearranged and the sign will not be protected. 

• Mayor Brosius will ask Mr. York for his advice about the shrubbery that is planted 
around the sign; whether it can be trimmed or if it should be replaced. 

• Larson Design Group, Inc. is working on the bid specification for the storm drain 
work on Hanover Street. The bid for the curbing and handicapped ramps will be 
advertised after the storm sewer bid.   

• Crack sealing is planned for the streets that were recently paved.   
• The crew will accept brush at the recycling center in May, dates to be announced in 

the newsletter.   
• The Sea Scout dock was covered with debris from the storms.  Fire Chief Jim Troup 

stated that the fire department has cleaned the dock. 
• The crew will get the docks and ramps ready for the summer season. 
• Street signs are on order. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Enforcement Office for the month of 
March.   
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report  

• Mr. Jim Orner reported that the board met on March 25th.  
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• The flush truck is in need of repair at an estimated cost of $12,000. 
• The Board discussed the nutrient credit trading with representatives from Milton.  

Nothing was determined.  NSA, the Point Township Sewer Authority and Upper 
Augusta Sewer Authority will hold a joint meeting.  

• The bids will soon be ready for the Queen Street pump station. 
• Michael Daddario resigned at the last board meeting.  The board accepted his 

resignation.  Mr. Tira advised that the Borough may start the process of seeking a new 
Board member.  A news article will be placed in the Daily Item and the Pineknotter 
News.  The term expires on December 31, 2012.  The council will appoint a new 
member at the May meeting.   

• The next meeting of the Northumberland Sewer Authority is on April 25th at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Steve Cimino asked if the Borough is going to pave Second Street.  Mr. Reed stated that 
the committee had hoped to pave Second Street but the street funding will be exhausted with 
the work planned for Hanover Street.  Mr. Cimino asked if the Borough is obligated by the 
grant to pave Second Street.  Mr. Reed replied that the Borough is not obligated.  The 
committee had provided a list of proposed streets to see what amount of work could be 
funded.   
 
Mr. Cimino asked if the ordinance that designates the yellow line on Orange Street at Fifth 
Street has been prepared.  Mr. Tira replied that the council plans to include other stipulations 
in the ordinance.  Mr. Long added that the Rules committee has not met to review the list of 
items.  Mr. Long stated that the committee would meet on April 26th at 7:00 p.m.  The 
meeting was originally scheduled for April 20th; however, the Finance Committee meets that 
evening. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report  
The Board’s next meeting will be on May 2nd at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
Chief Jim Troup reported on the fire department’s calls for the first quarter of 2011.  The 
department answered 36 calls.  Nine calls were for structure fires, ten for vehicle accidents, 
one for a vehicle fire, one water rescue, five automatic alarms, one natural gas leak, and nine 
public service details.  Twelve of the calls were in Northumberland; fourteen in Point 
Township, six in Sunbury, two in Shamokin Dam, and two in Milton.   
 
Chief Troup told council that it was necessary to cut the lock at the gate leading to the Sea 
Scout Dock.  He was told that a key would be provided for the fire department.  
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development  

Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the policies for Liberty Splashland.  Mr. Long 
seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger noted how impressed she was with the amount 
of time and thought that went into the development of the policies. The job 
descriptions and pool policies are very thorough.  The policies not only explain what 
to do, but why, with the focus on providing service to the patron and keeping the 
facility clean.  The Council voted unanimously to approve the pool policies. 
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Mr. Carl reported that work is continuing on the bowl slide.  He said that it will not be 
opened for the beginning of the season, but may be completed later in the summer.  
Mr. Carl has attended classes to be certified and he has obtained a license to inspect 
the slide.  He will train lifeguards to inspect the slide on a daily basis and keep logs. 
 
Mr. Long noted that one piece of apparatus at the 2nd Street Playground is broken.   
 
Mr. Reed stated that as soon as the weather is nicer, the police driveway will be 
finished. 
 
The next committee meeting is scheduled for April 11, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

    Finance  
Mr. Long moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded a motion to approve Resolution B-2011.  
The resolution adopts the Schedule of Fees & Penalties.  Changes to the fees were for 
the pool fees; advertising in the newsletter; advertising on the billboard; and zoning 
hearing fees. 
 
The committee will meet on April 20, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

    Personnel 
 Personnel issues will be discussed in Executive Session. 
  
    Public Safety  

Mr. Wetzel stated that the committee would meet on April 19, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.  He 
has not heard whether the Crime Watch committee will meet this month or where the 
meetings will be held. 
 

    Rules 
 Mr. Long stated that the committee would meet on April 26, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Streets  

Mr. Reed said that the committee would meet on April 12, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
Mr. Klock asked if council would consider removing meters along Queen Street.  
Discussion ensued.  The Rules Committee will discuss the meters and also parking 
permits. 
           

Old Business 
1. One bid for the flooring for the Savidge Room was received before the deadline of 

4:00 p.m.  A second bid was received at 4:05 p.m.  Mr. Tira advised that the second 
bid should not be considered since it was received after the deadline.  The bid of 
$11,688.15 was received from Frye’s Interiors with the cost for the multi-purpose 
room floor of $9,888.25 and the cost for the kitchen area of $1799.90.  The bid is good 
for sixty days.  A request for funding has been submitted to the S. Luther Savidge 
Trust.  The Trustees will meet on May 16th.  Council decided to conduct a regular 
council meeting on May 17th to decide on the bid.  Upon motion by Mr. Long, 
seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the council voted unanimously to table the bid until May 
17th.   
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New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  
Discussion ensued.  Council voted unanimously to approve the payment of the bills.  
Bills from the General Fund total $30,526.80; Liberty Splashland bills total $1,266.66; 
2nd Street Community Center bills total $861.96; and bills to be paid from the Parking 
Meter fund total $910.15. 
 

2. AssetAuction website has lots of stackable plastic chairs, garbage cans, and park 
benches from the Pittsburgh Civic Arena for auction bid on Thursday.  Transportation 
would be required if purchased.  The council was not interested in bidding. 

 
3. Mayor Brosius requested that the Rules Committee check on whether the parking on 

Elliott Drive should be designated for parking on one side of the street. 
 

4. Mayor Brosius received a letter about the census.  A count question resolution will be 
conducted between June 1, 2011 and June 1, 2013.  The 2010 census numbers have 
not yet been received.  
 

5. Mrs. Groninger asked if all complaints that come into the police department are listed 
on the police report provided to the council.  Chief Fink responded that all complaints 
to the police department are input into the computer and would be included in the 
report. 
   

The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:40 p.m.  Mr. Tira noted that 
personnel and labor matters would be discussed and the council may reconvene to take action. 
 
Mr. Carl reconvened the meeting at 9:24 p.m.  Mr. Carl made a motion to approve the change 
in the police contract as discussed.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Mr. Tira noted that the 
change relates to scheduling twelve hour shifts.  Council voted unanimously to approve the 
motion.  
 
Mr. Wetzel moved and Mr. Long seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
  


