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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
March 21, 2000 

 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present and a moment of silent prayer was observed. 
Roll call was taken.  Council members present were Dan Berard, Greg Shaffer, Charles “Bud” 
Ditton, Judy Groninger, Paul Bowersox, and Bryan Wolfe.  Mayor Wendell Wetzel was also 
present. 
 
The visitors present identified themselves. 
 
The Duke Street Sewer Project and a Department of Transportation representative and a 
representative of the company doing the sewer work discussed resulting traffic flow.  Because of 
the amount of traffic being detoured, it is recommended that the traffic be detoured onto a similar 
type road and Orange Street with suspended parking on one side is suggested.  The concern 
being that Eighth Street is too narrow.  It is possible to have 800 vehicles being detoured during 
a one-hour period during the day.  There are 18,000 vehicles on Duke Street each day.  The 
biggest problem is the volume of traffic on Route 147.  A discussion about tractor-trailer 
restrictions was held.  The detours would be between 8 PM and 6 AM so the least amount of 
traffic would be detoured through the town.  Queen Street traffic will naturally increase as a 
result of the detour.  There were at least two different options discussed as to how to detour the 
traffic.  A question was raised about changing the detour route after the work has started.  A 
motion was passed at a previous meeting to approve a detour route for the sewer work. A 
“rolling detour” was also discussed.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to amend the detour route from the previous meeting to Orange Street 
and King Street with no upper side parking on Orange Street during the detour hours of 8 PM to 
6 AM and restrict parking on one side of Sixth Street and Seventh Street.  Seconded by Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Berard voted 
aye.  Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted no. Motion passed 4–2. 
 
Executive Session held regarding the hiring of the Borough Manager.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to hire Lawrence Redington as the Borough Manager with a full 
compensation package as discussed during the interview.  Mr. Berard seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Berard and Mr. Shaffer voted aye.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe voted 
no.  Motion failed 2-4. 
 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to vote on all four candidates.  Council members would vote for the 
person of their choice for the position of Borough Manager.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
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Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Berard, and Mr. Shaffer voted for Mr. Redington.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted for Mr. Graboski. The vote was a tie.  Mr. Wetzel voted for Mr. 
Redington and broke the tie. The motion carried 4-3 with Mr. Wetzel breaking the tie.   
 
The next order of business was the hiring of additional office staff.  A discussion followed 
regarding Borough office job titles, hours and chain of command.  Salaries were also discussed.  
An office manager would report to the Borough Manager.  Mr. Redington would not be giving 
up the police position to be Borough Manager.  
 
Mrs. Groninger made the motion to offer Janice Bowman the position of Borough Office 
Manager at a salary of $24,000.  Motion seconded by Mr. Bowersox.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Berard, Mr. Shaffer, Mrs. Groninger voted aye.  Mr. Ditton voted no. Motion passed 5-1.  
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to give Jane Sanders-Ressler a $2.00 raise in salary retroactive to 
March 20.  This would increase her rate to $9.00 per hour.  Motion seconded by Mrs. Groninger. 
Motion passed with all ayes. 
                
A brief discussion was held regarding Mr. Redington’s compensation.  He will perform his job 
as Borough Manager at no cost to the borough except for health benefits and administrative fees 
on grants.  If there are no administrative fees on grants then Mr. Redington will not be 
compensated for it. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
A check was written to Daily Item for $1271.25. Did $760.51 of that amount for the pool bids 
come out of the Parks and Recreation fund or did the borough pay it from the General Fund?  
That amount should have come from the Parks and Recreation money. 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
There were no public comments. 
 
Bell Atlantic Centrex phone service was discussed.  Bell Atlantic notified the borough that the 
Centrex service was terminated because of PUC.  Bell was soliciting another option called 
Custoplex which had several contract options.  The length of the contracts could run for a month, 
12-months or 37-months.  Another option open to the borough was to go with Basic Phone 
Service.  The current telephone system duplicates some of the services offered by Bell.   Basic 
phone service saves $196.32.  If the borough went with a contract, it was recommended to go to 
a 12-month contract and not a 37-month contract.  There is a one-time installation charge of 
$525.  The choices are to either pay $525 up front or go into a contract.  Mr. Shaffer made a 
motion to switch back to Basic Phone Service.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Sewer Authority project will be starting by the middle of April. The resolution needs to be read 
another time and adopted before the project begins.  The resolution will be read at the April 15th 
meeting. 
 
Pineknotter Park refuse disposal was discussed.  A form has been filled out and submitted to 
DEP for their approval regarding the permanent disposal of refuse from Pineknotter Park.  There 
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was a problem with the seal on the form and it has been corrected.  At this point the borough is 
still not authorized to dispose of the refuse at Pineknotter Park.  The authorization is 
forthcoming. 
 
Several of the next topics relate to issues that had been addressed by Archie Sees, before his 
death.  
 
Recycling Grant – $38,000 grant that Archie Sees had secured for the Borough was accepted at 
the last meeting.  The grant was signed and is being sent in. 
 
Street Paving Project – The Water Company was making cuts and replacing connections on 
Strawbridge Road.  Archie Sees was concerned that this would interfere with paving.  The 
question being raised is should Strawbridge be paved this year or allow the sub-base and 
compaction to settle and pave it next year?  What needs to be decided is what should and should 
not be put out for bids for Strawbridge and the paving project.  Archie had a project estimate cost 
dated March 3.  The council could put bids out for the six sections and accept or reject them 
based on the cost projections Archie had already worked out.  It was suggested to pick up where 
Archie left off and put bids out for Fourth Street, Permastone Drive, and the Sixth Street project 
as Archie had the specifications drawn up.  Archie thought Priestly Avenue should be put off 
until next year.  Mr. Bowersox made the observation that if the work on Strawbridge Road is 
backfilled properly, then there would be no reason to wait for the road to be paved.  If there is 
not proper backfill, then settling would occur.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to put the work for the 
streets out for individual bids.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote, all ayes. 
Motion passed 6-0 
 
Additional Business 
 
Census Update Returns have to be back by the 24th of March or April.  A number of addresses 
have been rejected. An individual needs to be authorized to return the addresses for 
resubmission. Mr. Larry Redington was authorized on behalf of the Borough to submit the 
addresses. 
 
Mr. Bowersox raised a question regarding Liquid Fuel street work. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the lights at C. W. Rice, who maintains them, etc. 
 
There are two applicants for the job of crossing guard. Chief Redington discussed the issue of 
having a crossing guard on Duke Street. One child lives on the lower side of Duke Street and 
must cross Duke Street in order to go to school.  The thought was to hire a guard for Duke Street 
and Mrs. Groninger wondered since there are no authorized crossing areas for the students and 
pedestrians on Duke Street if it would be the responsibility of the school district to bus this 
student to school.  The tentative thought would be that a crossing is not necessary for Duke, but a 
substitute crossing guard would be a good idea.  Mr. Bowersox commented on the fact that, if he 
remembers correctly, PennDot had given the Borough approval to put crosswalks on Duke 
Street.  He thinks that if we have the authority to do it, we should put in crosswalks. 
Requirements for crossing guards were discussed.  Mr. Shaffer made the motion to hire 
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Stephanie Adams as a substitute crossing guard.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll Call 
vote, all ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
New Business 
As a result of the death of Archie Sees, Mr. Shaffer made a motion to advertise the vacant 
Council seat.  The ad should be run by the next Council meeting.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll Call vote, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Some of the Council members wanted to vote a new Council Vice-President into office.  Paul 
Bowersox and Greg Shaffer were nominated.  One of the members suggested that the Council 
wait until the new Council seat was filled.  One of the members did not want to wait because a 
third name was needed on the signature card.  Some discussion was held and the vote was 
postponed. 
 
The Borough received a letter from Sunbury Hospital in response to the letter Jim Best sent on 
the Borough’s behalf.  The letter stated that the Hospital would continue providing VLS service 
as seamlessly as possible. 
 
A member of the community would like to see docks placed at Hanover Street and at Sewer 
Authority at the Point.  Docks are long overdue.  One of the Council members suggested if docks 
are put in the river that the docks be limited to one section of straight out docks for launching 
and not for long-term mooring.  The cost and pros and cons were discussed. 
 
PA Fish and Boat Commission have approved a tournament on September 9.  The paperwork 
must be signed and returned. 
 
A woman who lived in Danville was coming home through Northumberland on Route 11 after 
midnight.  The lights are blinking red and yellow at that time.  As a result, she had to go further 
into the intersection to see traffic and a truck was coming toward her.  She had the right of way. 
The truck would not “give” for her and as a result she had to back up.  Her children were 
frightened.  She asked if the Council would consider making the lights completely red blinking. 
The Council held discussion on the pros and cons of the request.  Traffic patterns and the 
problems of the truck were discussed.  Also discussed was the possibility of having PennDot 
reprogram the lights to be flashing red in both directions. 
 
Mr. Wolfe has been handling the payroll and tax reporting.  It is being suggested that the Council 
Authorize the Liquid Fuel auditors to help with the quarterly reports.  Mrs. Ressler called them 
and they are willing to help.  They offered to do the work at a rate of $30.00 per hour.  They 
would work in conjunction with the staff to make sure the reports are filed correctly.  Mr. Shaffer 
made a motion to authorize the CPA and Compudata to help with the tax reporting and auditing.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
As a result of Archie Sees’ death, there is no one to head up Recycling.  The question was asked 
if someone on the Council would please consider taking over the position.  They were instructed 
that they did not need to answer this evening, but please consider taking the position. 
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Mr. Wolfe spoke with Tom Shock, caseworker for the man who owns the house at 333 Duke 
Street.  This is the property in front of the Coastal Market and Amato’s.  The property owner is 
now being taken to an assisted care living center.  Amato’s would like the property.  It would be 
good if the house was sold directly to Amato’s, then the Borough would not have the 
responsibility of making sure the property is taken care of. 
 
Mr. Wolfe spoke with David Bogovich.  Mr. Bogovich had been talking to Mr. Sees about truck 
damage done to his curb.  He would like the Borough crew to fix the curb.  Mr. Bogovich says it 
would take more time for the Borough to bring the truck down to his house than it would to fix 
the curb. 
 
The Council was reminded of the importance of working as a team for the betterment of the 
Borough.  Each person has a term and they have been elected or appointed by the people of the 
Borough. They were instructed to not let anyone upset you; stick with the job. The speaker 
acknowledged that the past three months have been “rocky”, but the Council needs to work 
together; not necessarily agreeing on everything, for the benefit of the Borough of 
Northumberland. 
 
Mr. Larry Redington was officially welcomed as the new Borough Manager. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM. 
 
These minutes were completed by the office staff by using the tape recording of the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough Council Meeting 
April 18, 2000 
7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Dan Berard. 
 
Pledge to the flag 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Council Members present were Mr. Berard, Mr. Gregory S. Shaffer, Mr. Charles L. 
 “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul J. Bowersox, Mr. Bryan M. 
 Wolfe, and Mr. Thomas Slodysko. 
 
Others present included Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Superintendent, Mr. Larry Redington, 
 Borough Manager, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough 
 Secretary, and four visitors. 
 
No one had any public comment. 
 
Bills to be Paid: 
Mr. Berard asked for a motion that the bills be paid.  A motion to pay the bills for the 
month of April was made by Mr. Shaffer and seconded by Mr. Berard.  Roll call vote was 
taken with all council members voting yes. 
 
Sewer Authority Report: 
Mr. Dan Yaple gave a report from the Sewer Authority.  Pre-construction meeting is 
scheduled for tomorrow at 9:00 a.m.  Start date for the Duke Street project is 4/24/00 at 
8:00 p.m.  The authority is checking the sewer main for hookups and signs for the detour 
will be in place for the start of construction on Monday.  Mr. Ditton asked about the 
status of the reprogramming of the redlights.  Mr. Redington explained that the police 
department would monitor traffic and take a “wait and see attitude” as to whether 
reprogramming would be necessary.  Mr. Berard asked if the businesses along Duke 
Street had been notified.  Mr Yaple’s response was that businesses have been notified.  
He requested that the newspaper help to get the information out to the public regarding 
the traffic pattern and the 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. restriction on parking on the affected streets.  
Construction is scheduled to be complete by June 1, 2000, or the contractor will be fined 
$1000.00 for each day work is not completed.  Detour signs will be posted before 
construction begins.  Penn DOT has reviewed and approved the detour and rerouting of 
trucks.  These restrictions can be enforced under the vehicle code. 
 
Old Business 
 
Pineknotter Park: 
Mr. Berard gave an update on Pineknotter Park.  D.E.P.’s approval is expected by April 
27, 2000.  Mr. Redington has contacted two area businesses about quotes to remove the 
refuse at Pineknotter Park.  The prices quoted by both North Ridge and Feaster’s are still 
valid.    
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Mr. Bowersox said that he was informed that Furman’s has 10 to 12 loads of topsoil that 
they are willing to donate to borough.  The borough is responsible for hauling it.  Mr. 
Bowersox recommends putting it at the recycling center for future use. 
 
Ordinance for Detours: 
The ordinance for the detours for Duke Street has been advertised and can be adopted at 
the next borough council meeting. 
 
Street Project: 
Additional work is required on the 4th & Orange St project due to the size of the pipes 
uncovered.  The approximate cost is $5,000 to $7,000.  A motion to approve the change 
order for  the additional work for the project was made by Mr. Bowersox.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken and all council members voted “yes”. 
 
Docks: 
Mr. Berard said that docks for the Point and Hanover Street may be available to the 
borough from Bob Long.  Questions arose concerning insurance coverage and 
jurisdiction.  Mr. Slodysko will relate the information about the docks to the recreation 
commission members at their meeting on Thursday, April 20, 2000. 
 
Pineknotter Parade in Borough: 
At the April 4th council meeting, a request was made for a donation for a parade in the 
borough on July 8th in conjunction with Pineknotter Days.   Discussion was held about the 
various activities that are already scheduled for that date; a 5K race, a soapbox derby, a 
soccer festival on Route 11, a Community Pool Party, and the possibility of fireworks on 
Blue Hill that evening.  It was suggested that the parade committee should consider 
holding the parade on July 1st.  Mr. Redington will contact a committee member about 
changing the date of the parade.  If the committee wished to discuss the matter, he will 
invite them to attend another council meeting. 
 
Borough Clean-up: 
Mrs. Groninger requested that since the borough cannot afford to have a clean-up 
including trash removal this year, the borough provide a brush removal.  Mr. Wolfe said 
that he would like to obtain an estimate on the cost of the trash removal, and for next 
year, consider charging residents a fee if they would like the service.  Selinsgrove is 
conducting a clean-up and charging residents a $20 fee.   
 
Finance Committee Meeting: 
Mr. Wolfe also announced that the Finance Committee will meet on Wednesday, May 
10th at 6 p.m.   He would like to get back to planning for long-term street repair and 
maintenance.  The meeting will be advertised.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he would like to 
see the borough work on developing a long-range plan.  
 
Curbing Project at 4th & Orange Sts.: 
Mr. Bowersox reported on the replacement of curbing at 4th and Orange Sts.  A portion of 
the curbing cannot be paid for with liquid fuels funds because it is not handicapped 
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curbing.  To replace the curbing, the cost should be approximately $15 to $20 per foot.  
The question arose as to whether the homeowner is responsible for any of the costs. 
 
Liberty Pool: 
The project at the swimming pool is progressing.  The company intends to start pouring 
concrete on Monday.  Council agreed to Mr. Bowersox’s request that Steve Haas be 
there.  Mr. Slodysko said that he would be present also.  Test samples will be poured at 
that time.   
 
Brush Removal: 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the borough conducts a brush pick-up on May 8, 9, and 
10.   Only brush and tree limbs will be collected.  The schedule will follow the street-
cleaning schedule.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was 6-1 with 
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Berard, Mr. Slodysko, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton 
voting yes; and Mr. Bowersox voting no. 
 
Hookies: 
Mr. Redington reported that the street department settled the question at Hookies to their 
satisfaction. 
 
Security System Contract and Locks: 
Mr. Redington also reported that the contract with ADT for the security system is to be 
renewed in May.  The annual cost of the security system is $400.02 for each of the three 
locations.  He suggested discontinuing service for the borough office but continuing 
service for the police lab and the borough garage.  Mr. Redington also recommended 
changing the locks at the borough office.  Danville Glass & Locksmith can re-pin the 
inner workings of the locks and stamp serial numbers and “Do not duplicate” on the keys.  
Mrs. Groninger made the motion that the locks on the doors be changed and new keys 
issued.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was conducted with the motion 
passing unanimously.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to discontinue the contract with 
ADT for the alarm system for the borough office.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  
Discussion was held to look into a less costly system.  Roll call vote was taken.  Mr. 
Slodysko, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Berard voted 
yes; Mr. Wolfe voted no. 
 
Garage Doors: 
Mr. Redington reported that the doors at borough garage need replaced.  Mr. Bowersox 
made a motion to replace the doors.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 
passed unanimously.    
 
Community Improvement Committee: 
The Community Improvement Committee had been told by Cole’s Hardware that in order 
to make purchases using the borough’s tax number, they would have to obtain purchase 
orders from the borough.  This presents a problem because they sometimes are working 
and need to make purchases over the weekend when the borough office is closed.  Mr. 
Slodysko made a motion to give the committee a block of 5 purchase order numbers to 
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use when making purchases at Cole’s.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The roll call 
vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
Discarded Items: 
Mr. Slodysko asked what could be done with the old motorcycles that are stored at the 
borough garage.  Other articles have also accumulated and the borough can petition the 
court for a court order to dispose of old items, according to Mr. Redington. 
 
Insurance Survey: 
Mr. Berard received a letter from Virginia Fields of Insurance Services Offices, Inc. in 
regards to scheduling a meeting with the borough code officer concerning their survey.  
Mr. Redington stated that an April or May meeting would be too soon for the new code 
officer to be expected to complete the survey.  He suggested contacting Ms. Fields to 
schedule a meeting at a later date. 
 
New Business 
 
Northumberland Borough E.M.A.: 
A letter of resignation as Northumberland Borough E.M.A. Coordinator was received 
from Jonathan A. Apple.  He recommended that Herbert Gottshall, Jr. be considered as 
his replacement.  A motion to accept Mr. Apple’s resignation was made by Mr. Shaffer 
and seconded by Mr. Slodysko.  The roll call vote passed unanimously to accept Mr. 
Apple’s resignation with regret.  Mr. Redington and Mr. Shaffer both spoke with Mr. 
Gotshall. He is currently the deputy EMA and is willing to serve as Director.  He also 
said that his son would like to be named the deputy EMA.  Mr. Gotshall will be contacted 
and asked to submit a letter of interest.  A letter of appreciation will be sent to Mr. Apple. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer: 
The position of Code Enforcement Officer was discussed.  Resumes from two applicants 
were received.   
Mr. Redington had spoken with both candidates and recommended that the borough hire 
Mr. Greg Shaffer. He also recommends that the borough should have a schedule of costs 
put in writing.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to hire Greg Shaffer as the code enforcement 
officer; Mr. Shaffer (no relation) seconded the motion.   The salary is to be the same as 
that of the previous code officer, $10.00 per hour.  A roll call vote passed, 5-2.  Mr. 
Berard, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Wolfe voted yes; Mr. 
Bowersox and Mr. Slodysko voted no.  
 
Senior Action Center: 
A letter was received from the Senior Action Center concerning the storm drain located 
in front of the center.  Mr. Bowersox suggested that the repair could be funded from the 
liquid fuels budget.  Mr. Berard requested that three quotes be obtained for the repair of 
the storm drain. 
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Sam’s Club Membership: 
The borough’s membership to Sam’s Club was discussed.  It had mainly been used to 
purchase supplies for the concession stand at the Liberty Pool.  Since supplies can be 
obtained elsewhere, the consensus of the council was to let the membership expire. 
 
Traffic Light Maintenance: 
A letter was received from Penn DOT regarding traffic signal maintenance on the traffic 
lights at Duke & Water Streets and King & Water Streets.  Mr. Redington stated that at 
one time, the borough had a contract with Beck Electric.  Currently, Beck Electric is the 
only company in this area certified by Penn DOT to provide the service and they respond 
promptly whenever needed even though they do not have a contract.  Mr. Bowersox 
made a motion to contact Beck Electric for prices on yearly maintenance and a monthly 
battery check, with a yearly contract and also based on time and materials.  Mr. Wolfe 
seconded the motion.  The roll call vote passed unanimously. 
 
Duke Street Traffic Light: 
A letter was received from the state denying the request for a traffic light at the corner of 
4th and Duke Streets.   The letter stated that not enough traffic was observed, during the 
hours the corner was inspected, to warrant the necessity of the light.  Mr. Redington said 
that a second criteria, overwhelming public demand for a traffic light, should be taken 
into consideration. Mr. Shaffer recommended that petitions could be presented to show 
public support for the light.  Mr. Bowersox also suggested the need for a flashing yellow 
light on Front Street coming into the borough from Danville.  The recommendation was 
that Merle Phillips’s office be contacted for advice.  
 
Request from Friends of SUN Home Auxiliary: 
The Friends of SUN Home Auxiliary wrote a letter requesting permission to use King 
Street Park for a Chicken Barbeque and Bake Sale.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to permit 
them to use the park.  They will be asked to locate the Barbeque pit at the 2nd St. end of 
the park, to set up properly and to clean the area properly.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  The roll call vote was a unanimous yes. 
 
Equipment: 
Mr. Slodysko’s request for permission to use borough equipment at the pool was 
approved. 
 
Mr. Berard adjourned the meeting at 9:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough Council Meeting 
May 2, 2000 
7:00 P.M. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Paul Bowersox. 
 
Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Roll Call – Council members present were Mr. Gregory S. Shaffer, Mr. Charles L. “Bud” 
 Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul J. Bowersox, Mr. Bryan M. Wolfe, and 
 Mr. Thomas Slodysko.  Mr. Dan Berard was absent.   
 
Others present included Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Larry Redington, Borough 
Manager, Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Superintendent, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mrs. Jan 
Bowman, Borough Secretary, and ten visitors. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mr. Robert Waltz questioned why Ace Fromm has been running the street sweeper when 
council had voted that he should not be running it.  Mrs. Groninger offered to check her 
notes of prior meetings regarding the matter. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that borough citizens have informed him of kids riding bicycles and 
skateboards in the street at the Second Street School and not moving when cars come by.  
Because the YMCA uses the school property for the latchkey kids, others cannot use the 
playground lot until after 6:00 p.m.   
 
Comment was made about the deplorable condition of the Kreamer property at 644 Duke 
Street by a neighbor.  This concern is on the agenda and will be addressed later in the 
meeting. 
 
Attorney E. Eugene Brosius read a letter to Borough Council regarding a violation of the 
Zoning Ordinance pertaining to the driveway at Mr. Greg Moyer’s residence at 467 King 
Street. The letter from Attorney Brosius is on file in the borough office.   The permit for 
the driveway was issued May 14, 1999.  Atty. Best said that the code enforcement officer 
should issue a citation if the driveway is not in compliance with the zoning code by May 
14, 2000, one (1) year from the date of the permit.  Mrs. Groninger provided letters that 
had been written to other residents stating that no parking is allowed in the front yards of 
properties.  Mrs. Groninger also showed the receipt of the cash for the permit was dated 
November 18, 1999, while the permit was issued on May 14, 1999.   It was the general 
consensus of council that ordinances should be enforced.  When a property owner 
requests a variance of an ordinance, the zoning board conducts hearings to approve 
variances.  Neighbors cannot agree to allow a variance.  Council decided that the solicitor 
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and code officer should look into this matter.  Council also stipulated that permits should 
be paid for when issued.   
 
Sewer Authority  
Mr. Dan Yaple reported that the Duke Street project was started on April 24, 2000.  Some 
problems included construction running late on Tuesday morning, April 25, and truck 
drivers not seeing the signs prohibiting truck traffic on the detour.  A question arose 
about insurance coverage for anyone at the construction site who is not on the payroll.  
Attorney Best replied that anyone in an official capacity may be there.  Mr. Yaple said 
that vests and hard hats are necessary and requested that council members are careful 
when at the project.  The company has established a work schedule and Mr. Yaple is 
optimistic that the project can be completed on time. 
 
Recycling  
No officers were present.  Mr. Slodysko will contact them. 
 
Parks & Recreation  
The names of new commission members were presented for council approval.  They are 
Gretchen Brosius, Dave Conrad, and Tracey Hall.  Mr. Slodysko made a motion to 
approve these members and Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
The commission would like to erect a building for a concession stand at the Pineknotter 
Park baseball field.  A two-story building is available from a Winfield company at a total 
price of $5,700. The Recreation Commission has received $2,000 from the Anselmo 
Trust and is requesting the additional $3,700 from the borough.  Mr. Mike Daddario was 
present and he has spoken to Lee Shaffer regarding the health codes.  The Recreation 
Commission proposes charging a fee to the groups that use the building.  Water and 
electricity would be paid for from the Parks and Recreation Budget.  The borough could 
also utilize the building for storage during the winter.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to 
give $3,700 to Parks and Recreation, contingent upon the findings of the Finance 
Committee at their May 10th meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Bills to be paid: 
A motion to pay the current bills was made by Mr. Ditton and seconded by Mr. 
Bowersox.  Roll call vote was taken with all council members voting yes. 
 
Borough Manager Report: 
Mr. Redington stated that he is developing a personnel policy. 
 
Borough residents have approached him concerning the closing of the Second Street 
School and its future. He asked council’s approval to approach the Shikellamy School 
District with the request that the borough be given the right of first refusal to purchase the 
property.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion that Mr. Redington send a correspondence to 
school board regarding the matter.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The motion 
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was passed unanimously.  Mrs. Gretchen Brosius questioned if a grant may be available 
through the Heritage River Project for the Second Street School property.  Mr. Slodysko 
recommended contacting county and state offices to explore that possibility.    
 
The Borough Code Enforcement Officer, Greg Shaffer, is currently working on code 
compliance issues.   
 
Mr. Redington discussed the Detour Ordinance.  He suggested that whenever an 
ordinance is passed, it be incorporated into the code for the borough for ease of reference.  
For instance, the detour ordinance could be an amendment to Chapter 58 of the borough 
code with regard to traffic.  New issues could be included in the reserved chapters of the 
code book.  Attorney Best stated that the Borough Manager could be given the 
responsibility to have the ordinances included in the borough code book. 
 
The locks to the borough building have been changed.  New keys are available for all 
council members.  The office will keep a record of who has keys.  ADT was contacted 
and advised we no longer wish to maintain the alarm system for the borough office.  The 
police have keys and can unlock the doors for any groups who wish to use the meeting 
room.    
 
Mr. Redington requested approval to attend a Borough Downtown Revitalization Project 
Seminar on May 4, 2000.  The seminar is in State College and will cost $35.00.  Mr. 
Shaffer made the motion that Mr. Redington attends the seminar and Mrs. Groninger 
seconded it.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Ditton made the motion to adopt the detour ordinance and Mr. Shaffer seconded it.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Old Business: 
Update to Pineknotter Park: The low bid for the removal of refuse was for $10,260.00 
from North Ridge Site Management Inc.  This is for removal of 240 tons and is an all-
inclusive bid.  Insurance for the project is the company’s responsibility.  Mr. Wolfe 
moved to accept the bid from North Ridge Site Management, Inc. with the condition that 
work be finished within 30 days from the date of contract.  If the amount of refuse is over 
240 tons, the excess is to be removed at rate quoted in the proposal or less.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.  
Once this work is completed, Dave Gutelius Excavating, Inc. will be asked to finish the 
reseeding. 
 
Council appointed an Emergency Management Association Coordinator and Deputy 
Coordinator. Letters of intent were received from Mr. Herbert Gottshall, Jr., who was 
present at the meeting, and Mr. Herbert Gottshall, III.  Mr. Shaffer made the motion to 
appoint Mr. Herbert Gottshall, Jr. the EMA Coordinator, and Mr. Herbert Gottshall, III, 
the Deputy Coordinator.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  The EMA budget provides for radio maintenance and pagers.  The phone 
is to be transferred from Mr. Apple’s car to Mr. Gottshall’s car.    
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Quotes for the storm drain on Second Street, in front of the Senior Citizen Center, were 
received from Keister Construction, Inc., Zartman Construction, Inc., and The Robert 
Feaster Corp.  Mr. Bowersox recommended accepting the quote from Zartman 
Construction, Inc. for $746.00. This quote includes a new 25” x 25” x 3” cast highway 
grate.  The other quotes do not.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the bid for $746.00 
from Zartman Construction, Inc.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Correspondence was received from Beck Electric Construction, Inc. regarding the 
borough’s request for maintenance of the traffic signals at King & Water Streets and 
Duke and Water Streets. Although Beck Electric does not offer a written maintenance 
agreement, they agree to respond to any requests for service.  They will also perform 
regular maintenance to relamp and clean the traffic signals twice a year at the cost of 
$832.00 each time.  Mr. Shaffer moved to accept their proposal.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.  
 
A letter from Judith Stuck was received requesting a handicapped parking space at her 
business.  She included pictures of several patrons who are handicapped.  Attorney Best 
said that the state must approve this request since Water Street is a state highway.  
Discussion was held about two handicapped spaces that are already on Water Street.  At 
these properties, the residents are handicapped, while Ms. Stuck’s request is for her 
business.  Council recommended that the Borough Office contact Ms. Stuck with this 
information. 
 
A meeting is scheduled for May 5 at 9:00 a.m. with the engineer regarding the paving 
projects in the borough.  The cost for the paving project at Fourth and Orange Streets did 
not include the curbing.  The borough ordinance is not clearly defined as to whether the 
property owner can be charged for new curbing or if the borough is responsible.  The 
curbing must be replaced before the streets can be paved.  At the meeting Friday, the 
street project will be reviewed. Replacement cost of curbing can be discussed then. 
 
A schedule for the Fire Police Activities for 2000 was reviewed.  Mr. Shaffer moved to 
authorize the fire police to participate in the activities on the schedule.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Slodysko is checking into fees and the costs to install and maintain the boat docks 
that have been proposed for Hanover Street and the Point.  It was reported that Pfeiffer-
Naginey Insurance Agency has been contacted and they do not anticipate an increase in 
liability insurance if the borough does obtain the docks.  They are contacting the 
insurance carrier for confirmation. 
 
The Brush Cleanup, scheduled for May 8th to 10th, has been advertised in The Daily Item.  
The borough crew would like to be consulted for suggestions in the future. 
 
Mr. Redington reported that the office has the application for the recycling grant, and has 
been contacted by DEP, suggesting we proceed.  The borough will need to provide 
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matching funds of $4,255.00 to receive the grant.  Mr. Redington will contact Mr. 
Zartman to get more specific information regarding plans for the project submitted.  The 
office will also check on a previously awarded recycling grant for equipment.  Since this 
new project is to cost more than $10,000, it will have to be advertised for bids.  The 
Finance Committee will address the matching fund money at its meeting May 10, 2000. 
 
New Business: 
 
The Borough Manager and office employees met with the Jean Smith of Pfeiffer-Naginey 
Insurance Agency to have bonds drawn up.  She asked that the Borough Council appoint 
a Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer who would be covered under separate bonds.  Other 
borough officials are insured under a blanket coverage.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to 
appoint Janice R. Bowman Treasurer and Jane G. Sanders-Ressler Assistant-Treasurer.  
Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
A letter was received from Christ United Methodist Church requesting permission to use 
King Street Park for a community picnic on July 29, 2000.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to 
grant the request, and Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Council was asked to accept Joseph West’s resignation from the Planning Commission.  
Mr. Slodysko moved and Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion to accept his resignation.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  Mr. West will be sent a letter of appreciation.  The Planning 
Commission has three positions to fill.  A motion to advertise the openings was made by 
Mr. Slodysko and seconded by Mr. Ditton.  The vote was unanimous to advertise the 
positions. 
 
Mr. Bowersox requested permission for Steve Haas to work as technician on paving 
projects.  Mr. Slodysko stated this would be an asset to have a borough worker trained for 
construction projects.  Council discussed that the lead crewmember should be aware of 
the time in advance and Mrs. Groninger suggested meeting with the street crew to get 
their input.  Mr. Bowersox asked to have someone at the street project on Priestley 
Avenue when that street is paved and was given approval.  He also plans to be there.   
 
A report on the concrete test for the Liberty Pool was discussed.  According to the 
specifications, the concrete is to withstand 4,000 pounds per square inch after 28 days.  If 
it does not meet this standard, the contractor may be required to readjust the bid. 
Concrete was broken after 7 days and did not pass the requirements for that time frame.  
The engineer has requested a copy of the report.    
 
Council discussed options regarding the Kreamer property on Duke Street.  Attorney Best 
advised that if the borough condemns the building, the property owner is entitled to be 
paid the appraised value of the building.  The borough would also be required to pay the 
demolition costs.  The property owner lives in another state.  Council members requested 
that the neighbor contact the borough if he notices the owner at the property.  Mayor 
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Wetzel recommended that Attorney Best inquires about the status of the real estate taxes 
due on the property.    
 
Approval for Red Cross Swimming Program at the Liberty Pool was requested. The 
program had been approved in a prior council meeting. 
 
Mr. Shaffer said the he did not post the minutes from the April 18th council meeting on 
the borough web page since they had not been approved in a council meeting.  It was 
decided that Mr. Shaffer could post the minutes before they are approved with a 
disclaimer.   
 
Mr. Bowersox asked for approval for Steve Haas to observe the concrete pouring at the 
Liberty Pool on May 9, 2000.   Don Keeley is to be notified.  Since this date conflicts 
with the brush removal dates, council will extend dates for the brush removal if 
necessary. 
 
A letter was received from the committee that was planning a parade on July 8, 2000.  
The committee has decided to postpone the parade.   Mrs. Gretchen Brosius informed the 
council that she had attended the Pineknotter Days Committee meeting and plans are to 
hold the parade in September of 2001.  
 
A question arose concerning fences around swimming pools.  It was believed that state 
law requires a 4-foot fence.  An above ground pool does not require an additional fence if 
the steps leading into the pool are removed so the pool cannot be accessed. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Shaffer and seconded by Mr. 
Slodysko.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
May 16, 2000 
7:00 P.M. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Dan Berard. 
 
Pledge to the Flag. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Roll Call – Council members present were Mr. Charles L. “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith 
Groninger, Mr. Paul J. Bowersox, Mr. Bryan M. Wolfe, and Mr. Dan Berard.  Mr. Greg 
Shaffer and Mr. Tom Slodysko were absent. 
 
Others present included Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Larry Redington, Borough 
Manager, Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Superintendent, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mrs. Jan 
Bowman, Borough Secretary, and five visitors. 
 
Public Comment 

 One borough resident voiced a complaint about the condition of the sidewalks in the 
borough.  The Code Enforcement Officer will be asked to look into the matter.   

 A borough resident contacted Mr. Berard regarding the underpass on Route 11 
coming into Northumberland. The underpass needs to be painted and the concrete 
repaired.  Since this is property owned by the railroad, a letter will be sent asking for 
their input.  A suggestion was that volunteer groups might agree to undertake this 
project.  Penn DOT will also be made aware of the council’s concern.       

 
Sewer Authority  
Mr. Dan Yaple noted that the Duke Street project is progressing.  The mainline crew is on 
schedule while the lateral crew is somewhat behind.  Penn DOT has decided that the 
work will be suspended over the Memorial Day Weekend and the deadline for 
completion will be extended four days.  Mr. Yaple questioned if the borough maintains a 
map of the storm sewer because two manhole accesses into the storm drain were 
discovered during the project.  They have been exposed and put back into place.  If a map 
does exist, these accesses should be added to it.   
 
Recycling  
Mr. Redington obtained specifications for the proposed structure at the recycling center 
from Mr. Zartman.  These were given to Dave Walters of Larson Design.  Mr. Walters 
will develop a set of plans to be let out for bid so the project can proceed. 
 
Parks & Recreation Report 
The swimming pool project is proceeding.  The request from Keister Construction for the 
initial payment will be forwarded through Larson Design to the county Planning 
Department since this project is funded with grant money obtained through the county.    
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Finance Committee Report 
The Finance Committee met on May 10, 2000.  Chairman Bryan Wolfe reported plans to 
contact Penn DOT to discuss street repairs throughout the borough so funding options 
can be explored.  The purchase of the Second Street School was discussed.  The next 
Finance Meeting is scheduled for June 7th at 6:00 p.m.  The committee will consider the 
development of a long-range plan. 
 
Bills to Be Paid 
A motion to pay the bills was made by Mr. Bryan Wolfe and seconded by Mr. Paul 
Bowersox.  The council discussed the transfer of money from the Shade Tree account to 
the Parks and Recreation account to pay for the concession stand for Pineknotter Park.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Borough Manager Report 
Mr. Redington suggested that the Code Enforcement Officer, other borough employees, 
and council members should have photo identification.  A motion to obtain photo ids was 
made by Paul Bowersox and seconded by Bryan Wolfe.  The roll call vote was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 
Mr. Redington informed the council that the state has passed new laws regarding building 
(BOCA) codes.  A seminar on this topic is being offered on May 25, 2000.  Mr. 
Redington requested permission for the code enforcement officer to attend, with the fees 
charged to the code enforcement budget.  Other seminars are scheduled for later in the 
year and code enforcement officers can obtain credentials.  Eventually, the code 
enforcement officers may need to be certified.  The consensus of council was that a 
motion was not required. 
Mr. Redington also requested approval to send interested street department workers to 
training seminars. On June 14, 2000, a storm water management seminar is being offered 
in Harrisburg.  Approval was given to send interested workers to the seminars.  
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for Executive Session at 7:55 p.m. 
The topics discussed were a storm run-off problem in the borough, a possible litigation, 
and the streets. The meeting was called to order following the Executive Session at 8:26 
p.m.  As result of the executive session, Mr. Berard appointed Mr. Bowersox chairman of 
the street committee, and Mrs. Groninger was named to the committee. 
 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to have the president of council removed from office.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken.  Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Ditton 
voted in favor of the motion, Mr. Berard voted against the motion, and Mrs. Groninger 
and Mr. Wolfe abstained.  The solicitor and council were uncertain of the interpretation 
of the vote.  A five-minute recess was declared at 8:34 p.m. to obtain a copy of Roberts 
Rules of Parliamentary Procedures for reference.  Council Vice-President Paul Bowersox 
reconvened the meeting at 8:42 p.m.  During the recess, Mr. Berard tendered his 
resignation in writing.  Mr. Bowersox asked for a motion to accept Mr. Berard’s 
resignation from council.  Mr. Ditton moved to accept Mr. Berard’s resignation and Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
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Old Business 
1. Council received a letter from Dave Gutelius Excavating, Inc. requesting final 

payment for work at Pineknotter Park.  Information will be requested from Dave 
Walters.  Action was tabled until this information is received. 

2. The contract was signed with Zartman’s Construction to repair the storm drain in 
front of the Senior Action Center on Second Street and work will begin shortly.  The 
Senior Action Center has been informed that this work is being done.  

3. Mr. Bowersox reported on the May 5th meeting with Don Free, from Penn DOT, and 
the engineers with Larson Design regarding paving projects.  Mr. Free will oversee 
small contracts and the engineers from Larson Design will handle any major projects.  
Following the meeting, Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Free examined streets in the borough.  
As a result of the inspection, Mr. Bowersox said that the inlets should be moved to 
the outer edge of the street on Permastone Drive.  Inlets throughout the borough 
should be replaced.  The recommendation from Mr. Free is that the borough replaces 
10 to 12 inlets a year.  Fourth Street is to be paved this summer.  The Pennsylvania 
American Water Company has sent a letter to the borough stating that they are 
planning to replace the water line on Fourth Street in June.  The borough will contact 
the Water Company since the contract for the repaving cannot be advertised until the 
water line is replaced. 

4. The Kreamer Property at 646 Duke Street was discussed.  The solicitor has not yet 
checked on back taxes.   

5. The Second Street School property was discussed.  The area is zoned R-2.  Mr. 
Redington is actively seeking financing and has been contacted by residents willing to 
serve on a committee to explore uses for the property.  The condition of the building 
was discussed.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the borough’s engineer inspects the 
school building.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The vote was all ayes.  Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to obtain an appraisal on the property.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6. The Finance Committee approved that the borough provides the matching funds in 
order to obtain the money for the Recycling Grant.  The engineer will speak to the 
individual from Zartman’s for more information regarding the plans and then draw up 
specifications for the bid. 

7. No additional information was available about the docks.   
8. The Herlinger property on Duke Street was discussed.  Mr. Herlinger is not living in 

the dwelling.  His son has been contacted for assistance in resolving the situation.   
 
New Business 
1. The Hayter property was discussed in the executive session. 
2. The letter regarding the accident at Front and Hanover Streets was discussed in the 

executive session. 
3. Mr. Bowersox said that the borough owns property adjacent to Priestley Avenue.  

Since that property has been surveyed, he recommends that Allen Zeigler be 
contacted to mark the borough property line with permanent property markers.   

4. Northumberland County Fun Mobile requested the use of the Liberty Hollow Pavilion 
for Wednesday, June 21, 2000, from 9:00 to 2:30 p.m.  Mr. Ditton moved and Mrs. 
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Groninger seconded the motion to allow use of the pavilion at no charge.  Mr. 
Bowersox asked that Trinity Church be given permission to use the pavilion free of 
charge also.  The roll call vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.  Pineknotter 
Park Pavilion rents for $50.00 and Liberty Hollow Pavilion rents for $25.00.  
Restrooms are available at Pineknotter Park.  Currently, the borough has no policy 
regarding free use of the pavilions for community service and non-profit 
organizations.  The Parks and Recreation Commission was asked to discuss the issue 
at their meeting Thursday evening.   

5. Currently, the borough’s official web site is accessed through the site of the 
borough’s computer consultant and has been maintained by Mr. Shaffer.  The internet 
address is www.mcsvs.com/norryboro. The borough can obtain its own site that would be 
easier to access for approximately $300 per year.  Information such as the schedule of 
events throughout the borough could be posted as well as actions taken by the 
council.  A question arose as to whether the council meeting minutes should be 
included on the site.  Mr. Redington stated that a goal would be to eventually provide 
an interactive site.  Mr. Wolfe offered to obtain more information for the council. 

6. The Chamber of Commerce is meeting May 25, 2000.  Mr. Redington is planning to 
attend.  Information regarding the bypass will be presented. 

7. Mr. Redington has spoken to Representative Phillips about Penn DOT denying the 
borough’s request for a red light at the corner of 4th and Duke Streets.  Mr. Phillips is 
in agreement with the borough’s position that a red light is needed on Duke Street.  
Mr. Bowersox would like a flashing yellow light placed at the end of Front Street, 
coming into the borough from Danville.   

8. The council discussed money that had been available to the borough through grants 
last year, and was never obtained, as well as grant money that was returned because 
the funds were not spent.  

9. Mr. Ditton made a motion to accept the minutes from the last council meeting.  Mr. 
Wolfe seconded the motion.  All ayes, the motion passed. 

10. Questions were asked about the traffic violations resulting from the Duke Street 
project.  Mr. Redington replied that the violations were issued under the vehicle code 
and the borough receives 25% of the fine.  The magistrate sets the amount of the fine, 
from $100.00 to the maximum amount.  Council members asked why violations 
weren’t being issued under the newly adopted detour ordinance.  The number of 
tickets being issued has decreased since the first week of the detour. 

11. Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the borough advertises for a new council member.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion. All ayes. 

12. Mr. Bowersox suggested council schedule a personnel meeting to discuss a new 
council president.  Mr. Ditton recommended that council meet with the street 
personnel at this time.  The meeting will be on Tuesday, May 23, 2000, at 7:00 p.m., 
and will be advertised as a closed executive meeting to deal with personnel issues. 
The council cannot appoint a president until the next regular council meeting, June 6, 
2000.   

13. Mrs. Gretchen Brosius, a member of the Parks and Recreation Commission, 
approached the council with a suggestion.  The Northumberland Alumni Banquet is 
being held on May 28, 2000.  She plans to propose that alumni members donate 
benches to the borough in someone’s honor or memory.  The benches would be made 



 5

of concrete and wood like the one in the park.  She will ask the Recreation 
Commission for approval at its meeting on Thursday, May 18, but realized that 
council would not meet again until after the alumni banquet.  Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to accept the proposal made by Mrs. Brosius to ask the Recreation 
Commission about the benches.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

14. Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
June 6, 2000 
7:00 P.M. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Paul Bowersox at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Pledge to the Flag 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Roll Call – Council members present were Mr. Charles L. “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith 
Groninger, Mr. Paul J. Bowersox, Mr. Bryan M. Wolfe, Mr. Tom Slodysko, and Mr. 
Greg Shaffer.  Other present included Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Superintendent, Atty. James 
Best, Solicitor, Mr. Dave Walters, Larson Design Group, Mr. Tom Wandishin and Mr. 
Dave Smith from the Liberty Glass Recycling Committee,  Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary, and 15 visitors.  The visitors introduced themselves. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Attorney Best stated that his report concerns the litigation regarding storm water and it 
could be combined with the Executive Session. 
 
Election of Council President 
Mr. Shaffer suggested postponing the election until after a new member is appointed.  
Mr. Ditton expressed the opinion that the new council member may not be familiar with 
the members of council and he felt that the vote should be taken first.  Mr. Bowersox 
nominated Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Wolfe accepted the nomination.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  The roll call vote was ayes from Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Bowersox, and Mr. Slodysko.  Mr. Wolfe voted “present.”  The motion passed; Mr. 
Wolfe is the new Council President.   
 
New Council Member Appointed 
Three people applied for the vacant seat on council.  Mr. Shaffer asked that the 
candidates be interviewed.  The first candidate interviewed was Susan Kelley.  Ms. 
Kelley is a life-long resident of the borough, a graduate of N.H.S., and a registered nurse.  
She stated that she would like to see Norry regain the status it once had and would like to 
work toward making Norry a better town.  She feels that this can be accomplished with 
the council cooperating and working together.  Ms. Kelley has not ever served on 
borough council, but she has been involved in community activities, the Sunbury City 
Band, and church activities.   The second candidate was Mr. Jim Troup.  Mr. Troup was 
raised in Northumberland.  He has lived in metropolitan areas and returned to the 
borough 1½ years ago.  He stated that he would like to see Norry prosper.  Mr. Troup has 
never served on council, but he is involved with the fire department.  Due to a flexible 
schedule, Mr. Troup could be available during the day.     
Mr. Moyer was not present to be interviewed.   
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Mr. Wolfe asked for a motion.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to nominate the three 
candidates, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Troup, and Mr. Moyer to council.  Mr. Bowersox seconded 
the motion.  The roll call vote was unanimous in appointing Ms. Kelley to the borough 
council.  Ms. Kelley was invited to sit at the table.  Mayor Wetzel will swear her in at the 
next council meeting on June 20, 2000.   
 
Sewer Report 
Mr. Yaple reported that the work on Duke Street has been completed.  Work on Water 
Street continues with finishing manholes and replacing pipe.  Approximately 4-5 more 
nights of work is expected.  Also discussed was the paving project on Fourth Street. Mr. 
Bowersox reported that the grade adjustment would be 1½ inches.  The area milled will 
be 6 foot wide, extended from previous plans.  Mr. Waltz asked when the detour would 
end.  Mr. Yaple said that the signs are being picked up and the detour is off.   
 
Engineer’s Report - Mr. Dave Walters of Larson Design Group 
Pineknotter Park 
Mr. Walters presented a written progress report that is on file in the borough office. 
The first item was closing out the contract with Gutelius Excavating.  Mr. Walters 
referenced a letter from Gutelius Excavating requesting payment.  Larson Design Group 
reviewed the change order request and believes they are entitled to compensation.  The 
net result is an increase in the amount of $1,577.15.  Mr. Slodysko made a motion to 
accept change order #1; Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was aye 
from Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, and Mr. Shaffer.  Mr. 
Ditton voted no.  The motion carried 5-1. 
The contractor also submitted a final pay request for the project.  Mr. Walters explained 
that one partial payment had been made for the interceptor trench.  The final pay request, 
including change order #1, totals $7,522.15.  Since the contractor has not restored and 
reseeded the interceptor trench, Mr. Walters recommends paying $6,522.15 with $1,000 
being retained pending completion of the restoration by the borough crew.  The borough 
should determine the total costs for completing the work, and deduct that amount from 
the balance of the contract.  Mr. Bowersox made the motion to pay Gutelius Construction 
$6,522.15, as recommended by Mr. Walters; Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  The roll 
call vote passed 5-1, with the dissenting vote cast by Mr. Wolfe. 
Mr. Walters anticipates receiving the bids for the grading and seeding project at 
Pineknotter Park by July 18, with the notice to proceed being issued to the contractor the 
first or second week of August.  Mr. Walters noted that the contractor could save the red 
clay that was used in the base paths for the Little League to reuse, but that the sod would 
not be saved for reuse.  Mr. Walters said that the parking lot would be reconstructed.  He 
asked if the reconstruction of the ball field should be included in the contract or if Little 
League volunteers would do the work.  A motion to include the reconstruction as a 
separate line item in the bid was made by Mr. Bowersox and seconded by Mr. Slodysko.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Liberty Pool 
The work is almost completed.  A leak is suspected in one of the underground pipes.  
This issue needs to be resolved with the contractor. The final pay request should be 



 3

submitted soon.  An inspection will be scheduled and conducted prior to approval of final 
payment.    
Recycling Center 
A meeting is scheduled with Zartman Construction and an architectural technician from 
Larson Design Group on June 15.  Due to the size of the project, the borough will need to 
get public bids.  Zartman’s estimate for the total cost of approximately $40,000 also 
means that the project is subject to public wage rates.     
Second Street School 
Staff from Larson’s is available to conduct a walk through of the Second Street School to 
assess the condition of the building.  A cost proposal will be provided before proceeding 
with a written report and evaluation of the project.   
 
Recycling Officers Report -Tom Wandishin, Secretary, and Dave Smith, Treasurer, of 
the Recycling Committee 
Mr. Wandishin reported that seven local organizations man the Recycling Center on 
Saturday mornings from 8:00 to 12:00, and Monday and Wednesday evenings from 5:00 
to 8:00.  The committee is finding more markets for the recyclables.  The amount of 
cardboard that is recycled has increased this year.  The grant request is to provide cover 
for new containers, and to keep articles dry. Mr. Wolfe asked if the Recycling Committee 
had any funding requests for the Finance Committee, before the borough budget is 
completed for next year.  Mr. Wandishin stated that the center could use a forklift, and a 
horizontal baler.  Mr. Shaffer asked that the Recycling Committee communicate with the 
council about any grants before starting the application process so the borough can plan 
to provide for the matching funds. 
 
Parks and Recreation Report - Tom Slodysko 
1. Liberty Pool - The pool is officially opened, but had to close due to inclement 

weather.    
2. Soap Box Derby will be held on July 8th.  Businesses and organizations are donating 

funds for the cars.  Registrations are being accepted from participants.   
3. The Concession Stand is completed at Pineknotter Park and the contractor will 

relinquish the key to building when he receives payment in full.  The building will be 
inspected before final payment is issued. 

4. Volunteer committees are coming in August to restore the exercise and playground 
equipment and the pavilion. 

5. Mr. Slodysko requested two of the new garbage cans from Snyder County Trust for 
the pool. It was also suggested that the borough crew install several in the park.  The 
Parks and Recreation Committee will allocate where the others should be placed. 

 
Finance Committee 
Bryan Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled for tomorrow 
at 6 p.m. in the council chambers.  Issues to be discussed are the Second Street School 
and the streets.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe met with an official from 
Penn DOT.  The result of that meeting is that the Street Committee must prioritize the 
streets based on various factors before scheduling another meeting with Penn DOT.  
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Mr. Wolfe would like to hold financial meetings every month and invites community 
groups who have funding requests to attend the finance meetings so the committee can 
try to budget for these items.  He would also like public comments concerning the Second 
Street School property.  Mr. Shaffer said that the Second Street property is a big issue in 
that it is the last large piece of public property in the borough.  The school district has 
been informed that the borough is interested in purchasing the property.  Letters have 
been exchanged between the Borough Manager and the School Solicitor.  Mr. 
Redington’s report is on file in the borough office.  
Mr. Wolfe feels the council should decide how it would utilize the property before 
acquiring it.  Atty. Best noted that the property is currently zoned R-2, permitting one or 
two family dwellings.  Larson’s Design Group has arranged for three possible dates for 
an inspection of the building.  The council will decide on one of the dates, and the school 
will be contacted to arrange a time for the inspection. 
Mrs. Groninger stated that she does not feel the borough should share for the cost of an 
appraisal with the school district.  She also noted that the newspapers state that the 
borough had been given the Steele School property for $1.00.  The borough has paid 
$12,000 to clear the title to the property.   
 
Public Comment 
• Mr. Yaple commented that the borough should not buy the property because of the 

condition of the building and amount of money needed for restoration.  
• Mr. Waltz asked if the borough has the money to buy the building.  Mr. Wolfe’s 

answer was that the borough would need to obtain a loan to buy the property.   
• Mrs. Brosius asked if county was approached about the American Heritage money 

that the borough had applied for.  Mr. Redington’s report stated that he is exploring 
grant monies through the county.  

• Mr. Snyder asked how the borough would afford to maintain the property if it is 
acquired.  Mr. Best said the building could be used for borough office space and part 
of the building could be lease for office space.  Mrs. Groninger does not feel that 
borough office space should be a priority.   

• Mrs. Waltz asked if any one else is interested in purchasing the property?  School 
officials have indicated that other buyers are interested.  Mrs. Waltz asked who else 
was interested and for what use.  Atty. Best said that there are a lot of possibilities 
with a special permit in R-2 zoning.    

Mr. Wolfe said that there would be further discussion at the finance committee meeting 
tomorrow, the borough’s engineers will inspect the building, and the borough could have 
a public meeting to get the input from the people in the borough.  Discussion was held 
about holding a separate public meeting.  Mr. Slodysko made a motion that the council 
proceeds with pursuing the purchase of the Second Street property for all purposes, 
including a recreational facility.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger said 
that she did not wish to vote until hearing from Mr. Redington about financing.  Mr. 
Bowersox felt that before voting, the council should have more input from the public.  
Mr. Shaffer withdrew his second to the motion.  Mr. Slodysko withdrew his motion.  Mr. 
Wolfe announced that the public meeting about the school will take place in two weeks 
during the regularly scheduled council meeting. 
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Bills to be Paid 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay bills, including the bill from Randall Barns and 
Garages, contingent on a walk-through of the concession stand at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. 
Slodysko seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was 6-0 to pay the bills. 
 
Executive Session 
The Executive Session began at 8:19 p.m.  The council meeting reconvened at 8:40 p.m.  
Litigation regarding the storm water drainage was discussed. 
 
Old Business 
1. The ADT Contract is a 5-year contract according to a fax received from the company.  

The office will check on the date of that contract for the next meeting. 
2. A letter was received from the tax collector, James Snyder Jr., stating that the 

dwelling on the property owned by Kenneth and Susan Young had been demolished 
in 1998.  The property was not reassessed until after the 1999 County and Borough 
tax bill was paid and Mr. Snyder requested that the borough reimburse Mr. and Mrs. 
Young the $60.51 overpayment.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to refund the 
overpayment to the Youngs; Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion 
passed. 

3. A letter was received from Penn DOT concerning the request from Ms. Judith Stuck 
for a handicapped parking space for her business on Water Street.  The letter states 
that the municipalities determine decisions regarding handicapped parking.  Mrs. 
Groninger spoke with Ms. Stuck and learned that at least 1/3 of her customers are 
elderly and she has a portable ramp that is used by handicapped customers.  Mrs. 
Groninger made the motion that the borough council approves a 60-day temporary, 
moveable handicapped parking sign for the Judith Stuck Beauty Parlor to be used 
during her business hours.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was 
Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, and 
Mr. Shaffer voted no.  The vote failed, 1-5.  Mr. Bowersox moved to erect a 
permanent sign for handicapped parking, 6 a.m. to noon, stipulating that the street 
cleaning times be observed.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
taken.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, and Mr. Ditton 
voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer voted no. The motion passed 5-1. 

4. Proposals for garage doors for the borough garage were received from Buffalo Valley 
and Glick Associates, Inc.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to accept the Buffalo Valley 
quote.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. Shaffer noted that Buffalo Valley has a 
door that meets the exact specifications while the proposed door from Glick 
Associates would require additional framing.  The roll call vote was unanimous to 
purchase the garage doors from Buffalo Valley. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. The Borough Secretary presented the minutes of the May 16, 2,000 council meeting 

with one correction.  Item 1 under new business should read, “The Hayter property 
was discussed…”  A second issue for discussion was the vote to remove the Council 
President from office.  Mr. Shaffer had contacted the State Association of Boroughs 
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and learned that the motion did not pass because a majority of three votes was 
needed.  According to the office of the State Association of Boroughs, since the 
borough has not adopted rules for parliamentary procedure, the vote would be based 
on past precedents.  The precedent that had been set in the borough is that abstentions 
are a separate category.  For future reference, council members should vote yes or no 
except for personal or business conflicts.  Mr. Shaffer also recommended that the 
council consider adopting Roberts Rules of Parliamentary Procedure.  Mrs. Groninger 
agreed that the only reason to abstain from a vote is if there is a personal conflict and 
believes that this is stated in the Borough Code.    Mr. Wolfe read that the minutes 
stated that council was uncertain of the interpretation of the vote and therefore no 
determination of the vote was made.  Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. Shaffer could get a 
written determination from the State Association of Boroughs.  Mr. Shaffer agreed to 
do so. Mr. Ditton made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 16, 2000 council 
meeting.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2. A request to purchase Quick Books Pro 2000 was made by the office staff.  Mr. Bill 
Lenig can provide the software at a cost estimate of $220 to $230.  The borough 
auditor, Mr. Steve Slayton, had been approached and is available to help set up the 
accounts.  A motion was made by Mr. Slodysko and seconded by Mrs. Groninger that 
the borough purchase Quick Books Pro 2000 and begin using this system in July.  
The motion was approved unanimously. 

3. A letter of resignation was received from Mr. Greg Shaffer, the Code Enforcement 
Officer.  Mr. Slodysko moved, and Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion to accept his 
resignation.  The roll call vote was unanimous.  A motion was made by Mr. Wolfe to 
advertise for a part time code officer to work on a per diem basis at the rate of $10.00 
per hour.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  The roll call vote passed unanimously. 

4. Mrs. Lisa Shosh requested a handicapped parking space for her residence at 229 
Priestley Avenue.  She provided a copy of her state handicapped parking permit and a 
letter from Geisinger Health Care providers.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to 
provide the handicapped parking space as requested.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  All ayes. 

5. Mr. Robert Pinter of WKOK invited the borough council members, the mayor, and 
the borough manager to be on the radio’s “Roundtable” program.  He suggested 
holding a town meeting and inviting the borough residents to ask questions and 
discuss issues concerning the borough.  Or, instead of having a separate meeting, a 
portion of the next council meeting dealing with the Second Street School could be 
recorded.  “Roundtable” is an hour long meeting that is recorded and broadcast later 
on the three radio stations of Sunbury Broadcasting Company. Atty. Best said that a 
public meeting would not need to be advertised since no action would be taken.  The 
council agreed to have a town meeting, with the date and time to be determined. 

6. A web site for the borough was discussed.  Mr. Shaffer feels that the borough should 
have its own web site.  Mrs. Groninger would like to get an official name for the 
borough web site that is recognizable.  Mr. Wolfe has obtained a list of web site 
names that could be obtained.   

7. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve the renewal of Bud Dodge’s license for 
insecticide and herbicide.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 
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8. Mrs. Groninger asked for the solicitor to check on the properties owned by Herlinger 
and Kreamer.  Mr. Best stated that in the absence of a redevelopment authority, the 
borough does not have the power to condemn properties.   

9. Mr. Don Troxell, a local contractor, will be working on a sewer project on Seventh 
Street and Sheetz Avenue.  He would like to purchase a maintenance bond for the 
cutting of the streets instead paying approximately $4,000 for a permit fee cut.  Mr. 
Brosius asked if the gas and water companies are presently permitted to get bonds.   
A performance bond would guarantee the work for a period of several years.  Mr. 
Fasold stated that the sewer authority had obtained performance bonds when work 
was done several years ago.  Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger to 
review the borough code and report to the council at the next meeting. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 9:49 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
 June 20, 2000 

7:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge to the Flag 
Silent Prayer 
Oath of Office 
Mayor Wendell Wetzel swore in Sue Kelley, the newly appointed member of council. 
 
Roll Call  
Those present were Ms. Sue Kelley, Mr. Gregory S. Shaffer, Mr. Charles L. “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. 
Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul J. Bowersox, and Mr. Bryan M. Wolfe.  Mr. Thomas Slodysko was 
absent.  Others present were Mayor Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Borough Solicitor, Mrs. Jan 
Bowman, Borough Secretary, and 10 visitors who introduced themselves.   
 
Public Comment 
• Mr. Gary Scholvin stated that he was at the meeting to learn about the status of the Second 

Street School. Mr. Wolfe said that he understands the school is to be put up for bids.  The 
council will need to decide a limit for the amount it wishes to bid at the auction.  That issue 
will be discussed in the executive session.  Mr. Scholvin lives across from the Second Street 
School and he commented that the grass at the school is high.  Others commented that the 
grass at the C.W. Rice Middle School is also high.  Mr. Wolfe asked that the borough office 
call Dan Saxton and ask when the district plans to cut the grass at both schools.  

• Mr. George Gavason stated that at the time of the Shikellamy merger, the buildings were all 
taken over by the school district.  The taxpayers of Northumberland had already paid for the 
buildings and Mr. Gavason does not feel that the taxpayers should have to pay for the school 
again.  Mayor Wetzel told Mr. Gavason that school board wants a fair price for the building 
and the borough will have to bid for the property. 

 
Health Code Officer Report 
Mr. Lee Shaffer updated the council in regard to what is occurring in the borough and new state 
regulations and mandates. 
1. By July 2001, every eating and drinking establishment will be required to have a certified 

food handler on staff, including volunteer organizations such as Pineknotters, churches, and 
schools. The certified food handler will be obligated to see that all food handlers follow 
regulations.  A 16-hour course in food handling and sanitation is required to become a 
certified food handler.  The Penn State Extension is teaching the course at a cost of $135.  
The cost of the certification is $20 and it is valid for 5 years.   Mr. Shaffer can qualify as a 
certified food handler for the borough volunteer organizations and oversee occasional 
activities such as Pineknotter Days.    

2. Mr. Shaffer reported on the situation with the rats on Water Street.  The residents living in 
the identified areas have received letters about the problem.  Mr. Shaffer recommends 
keeping garbage in tight cans, disposing of grass clippings and nesting materials, and 
keeping pet foods inside.  He feels that rabbit hutches are prime food sources for rats.  He 
noted that rats burrow underneath hutches that are sitting on the ground.  Mr. Shaffer asked if 
the borough has an ordinance pertaining to rabbit hutches and recommends that the council 
consider establishing one. 
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Mr. Wolfe asked that the Public Safety Committee explores the matter and makes a 
recommendation to the council at its September meeting. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
No report was presented at this meeting. 
 
Parks & Recreation Report  
• The fire engine, a climbing apparatus, is ready to be moved to the Pineknotter Park 

playground.   
• It was reported that the keys for the Concession Stand at Pineknotter Park have been 

received. 
 
Bills to Be Paid 
Mr. Shaffer made the motion to pay the current bills and to approve paying other bills that will 
be due before the July 18 meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion was called 
for.  Mr. Bowersox asked that Mr. Stassel be sent a letter that the borough approved payment for 
Priestley Avenue.  The approval for the change orders will be voted on separately.  The roll call 
vote was unanimous. 
Mr. Shaffer made the motion to approve the change orders, numbers four and six, for Priestley 
Avenue.  This is contingent upon receipt of a letter from Center State Amesite stating that they 
will either honor the permanent seeding requirements for the project or will reimburse the 
borough the cost to achieve the grass cover as is described in the letter from the engineers Light–
Heigel & Associates, Inc.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Borough Manager Report 
• A meeting with the an engineer from Larson Design Group, Inc. and Recycling Committee 

members was held at the Recycling Center in regard to the recycling grant.  The engineers 
are developing a plan in order to put the project out for bid.  The plan will be designated as 
two projects so work can be added and deleted according to availability of funds.  Design 
costs were not originally included in the proposal and will need to be included.  A tentative 
date to let out the bids is in August.   

• The borough received a grant application for funds for the Pineknotter Park project.  A 
meeting will be held in Harrisburg next week.   

• It was noted that the borough does not have certificates of occupancy for its buildings.  An 
engineer with Larson Design Group, Inc. can inspect the buildings to determine if any work 
needs to be done so that the buildings are in compliance, and state certificates of occupancy 
obtained.  The buildings must be ADA compliant and meet safety and health requirements.  
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to have the engineer with Larson Design Group, Inc. conduct the 
inspection of the borough buildings to obtain certificates of occupancy.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

• Mr. Redington met with officials from the Shikellamy School District to discuss an offer the 
borough made for the Second Street School.  At this time, Mr. Redington has not received a 
response from the district.  The media has reported that the school is to be auctioned.  This 
issue will be discussed in Executive Session. 

 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mr. Ditton and seconded by Mr. Bowersox to approve the minutes of the 
May 2, 2000 and June 6, 2000 council meetings.  Roll Call vote.  All - ayes. 
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Executive Session 
Council members entered into Executive Session at 7:40 p.m.  The borough council meeting was 
reconvened at 8:18 p.m.   
 
Additional Public Comment  
When the meeting reconvened, Mr. Wolfe recognized Mr. Steve Kline who has a concern about 
cats running loose throughout the borough.  He has observed stray cats entering vacant buildings 
downtown. Mrs. Groninger had received a suggestion from a borough resident that cats should 
be licensed.  Mr. Wolfe asked that the Public Safety Committee make recommendations to the 
council in September about animals in the borough.  
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the reasons for the Executive Session were storm drain litigation, a 
personnel issue, and the Second Street School.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion that Mr. Redington 
continues to negotiate the acquisition of the Second Street School property with the Shikellamy 
School District.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was ayes from Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Ditton.  Mrs. Groninger voted no.  The 
motion passed 5-1.   
   
Old Business 

1. Mr. Bowersox explained that the Street Committee would like the Priestley Avenue 
Extension surveyed and permanent markers placed along the borough property line.  Mr. 
Randy Hummer of Keefer Associates, Inc. estimated a cost of $1,000 to do the work.  
Mr. Bowersox made a motion that Mr. Hummer survey the area and establish permanent 
markers for the estimated $1,000.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye.  Ms. Kelley voted no.  
The motion passed 5-1. 

2. Council discussed the repaving of the borough streets.  The borough received a letter 
from the Pennsylvania Water Company stating that the company is considering replacing 
pipe on Fourth Street by August 31st.  The council would like to have this completed 
since the borough has obtained estimates for the paving of Fourth Street and would like 
the paving to be done in September.  Mr. Bowersox stated that bids should be put out for 
Strawbridge Road base repairs this year, with repaving scheduled for the spring.  The 
Street Committee has met with Don Free, of Penn DOT, and learned that inlets at various 
intersections should be replaced.  Mr. Bowersox moved to contact Mr. Free to write up 
bids for base repairs to Strawbridge Road, and replacing the inlets at Fifth and Hanover 
Streets, Fifth and Prince Streets, and Strawbridge Road and Prince Street.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Free will be asked to have the bid information available for the 
July 18, 2000 council meeting.  The roll call vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.   

3. At the June 6th council meeting, Mr. Don Troxell requested approval of a bond for a 
street cut at Seventh Street and Sheetz Avenue because of the expense of a street cut 
permit.  Atty. Best explained that the council plans to review the current ordinance and 
will most likely pass a revised ordinance, but that will take a couple months.  Complying 
with the current ordinance, Mr. Troxell’s permit would cost over $10,000.  Until the 
ordinance is revised, anyone requesting a permit will be charged according to the current 
ordinance fee schedule. Atty. Eugene Brosius remembered a council agreeing to accept a 
performance bond from one of the utilities, in lieu of the permit fee.  He believed that the 
ordinance was amended.  According to council meeting minutes, the most recent 
ordinance to have been adopted was dated May 5, 1998.  A revised ordinance had been 
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advertised, but no record of it being passed can be found.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
minutes of council meetings would be checked again for any ordinance revisions.  Mr. 
Shaffer suggested that Mr. Troxell contact the Sewer Authority and request that the 
authority run the line, since other possible building lots exist on Sheetz Avenue. 

4. Mr. Wolfe announced a street workshop for next Tuesday, June 27, at 6:00 p.m. to plan a 
long-term street project.  At that time, the committee will prioritize the streets according 
to the most traveled. 

5. The borough office contacted the railroads.  Norfolk Railroad owns the two tracks on the 
southern side of the underpass; the North Shore Railroad owns the two tracks on the 
northern side of the underpass.  Norfolk Railroad will not allow the underpass to be 
painted.  They had recently inspected the underpass and claim that it is structurally safe.  
A separate office in Atlanta is in charge of the sidewalks and railing.  Penn DOT 
informed the borough that they are not responsible for any area other than the street.  Mr. 
Bowersox made a motion that the borough solicitor contacts the Public Utility 
Commission with a complaint about the condition of the underpass.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.      

6. The ADT contract was dated April 22, 1998, and is a five-year contract.  When 
contacted, a representative said that the borough could receive other services, such as 
smoke alarms, instead of the security system.  The office was given the names of two 
salespeople who were to be informed of tonight’s council meeting, but no one was in 
attendance.  In the minutes of the April 7, 1998 council meeting, a motion was passed to 
“take action at the April 21, 1998, Property/Street Committee meeting to award the 
contract for a alarm system at the Police Evidence Room.”  The motion that was passed 
at the Streets/ Property Committee meeting on April 21, 1998 was to “install a security 
system, from ADT, at the Police Evidence Lab, Borough Garage, and Borough Hall.”  
The Council President, Al Trego, signed the contract.  Currently, the cost of the contract 
is $402 per year for each building.  Mrs. Groninger stated that on January 31, 2000, she 
had asked the cost of the ADT system and on the record it said that the cost of system 
was $158 a year per bill.  She questioned if this was a legal contract since the borough 
council did not approve the system for the Borough Garage and the Borough Hall.  Atty. 
Best recommended that we contact ADT, tell them council is not happy with the contract, 
and ask for alternatives.  

7. Mr. Wolfe announced plans to publish four newsletters a year.  The first newsletter this 
year will be sent out in the beginning of August.  Suggestions of articles to be included 
are Health Code news, recycling issues, information regarding ordinances such as 
burning, and dates for borough meetings.  Ms. Kelley received an article from Penn DOT 
that describes the work being done on borough streets as well as construction on I-80.  
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to call the newsletter “The Pineknotter News.”  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Ms. Kelley voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer voted no.  The motion passed 5-1.  Mr. 
Wolfe said that council would discuss and assign topics for articles at a work session 
soon.   

8. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to purchase a borough web site with the address 
www.Northumberlandborough.com at a cost of $35 a year for two years.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  The address for the current 
borough web site is www.mcsvs.com/norryboro. 

9. Mr. George Gavason revealed that the Improvement Committee plans to repair the 
gazebo in King Street Park.  According to Mr. Gavason, the committee has talked with 
Mr. Sam Wolfe, a teacher at the Vo-Tech school, and students from the school will 
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provide the labor for the repairs.  The committee will provide the materials and transport 
the students to the park.  A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer and seconded by Mr. 
Bowersox for the committee to proceed with the plans to repair the gazebo and provide 
the transportation for the students.  The roll call vote passed unanimously.  The 
committee will also explore refurbishing the borough signs seen when coming into the 
borough.  Council members expressed appreciation for the work being done by the 
Improvement Committee. 

10. The Liberty Pool inspection is scheduled for June 22, 2000.  Dave Walters, of Larson 
Design Group, Inc., sent a letter requesting that the council submit payment of the final 
invoice from Keister Construction, Inc. pending the approval of the final inspection on 
June 22, 2000.  Mr. Shaffer made the motion to pay Keister Construction, Inc. 
$101,814.70 pending the approval on June 22, 2000.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Seventy per cent of the bill will be paid by the grant obtained through Northumberland 
County Planning Department and thirty per cent will be paid with UDAG funds that are 
in the Parks and Recreation account.  Roll call vote passed unanimously. 

11. Mr. Ditton questioned the status of the repairs to the roof at the Girl Scout Little House.  
Money has been received from the Anselmo Trust Fund for the repairs.  The Parks and 
Recreation Committee will be asked for an update.   

12. The new garbage receptacles donated by the Snyder County Trust Company have been 
distributed throughout the borough.  Some are at the Liberty Pool, the King Street Park, 
and Pineknotter Park. 

13. A handicapped parking space with time restrictions had been approved for Judy Stuck’s 
business at the last council meeting.  The council understands that this is not satisfactory.  
The borough office will contact Miss Stuck. 

14. Mr. Ditton asked about the status of Steele School property.  Dale Heim, chairman of the 
Housing Authority, will be contacted and invited to come to the July council meeting.   

 
 
New Business 

1. The borough has received seven applications for the Code Officer position.  Mr. 
Redington requested that the council give the Personnel Committee pre-approval to hire a 
code officer.  The committee will review the applications and interview the most 
qualified candidates.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to give pre-approval to the Personnel 
Committee to hire a code officer. Mr. Wolfe seconded motion.  Roll call – all ayes.  Mr. 
Ditton announced that the Personnel Committee would meet tomorrow night (June 21, 
2000) to select the candidates to be interviewed.  At a meeting Monday, June 26, 2000, at 
7:00 p.m., the committee will select the code officer.  The Personnel Committee meeting 
for Monday, June 26, 2000 will be advertised in The Daily Item.  Mr. Wolfe asked that 
the Street Committee meeting scheduled for June 27, 2000, at 6:00 p.m. also be 
advertised.  Both meetings will be in the Borough Hall.  

2. Mr. Wolfe distributed a list of the revised committee assignments.  The assignments are:  
Paul Bowersox – Parks and Recreation, Property, Streets (Chairman) 
Charles “Bud” Ditton – Finance, Personnel (Chairman) 
Judith H. Groninger – Property (Chairman), Personnel, Streets 
Susan Kelley – Parks and Recreation, Personnel, Streets 
Gregory S. Shaffer – Finance, Property, Public Safety (Chairman) 
Tom Slodysko – Parks and Recreation (Chairman), Public Safety  
Bryan Wolfe – Finance (Chairman), Public Safety                                                                     
Mr. Wolfe appointed a Teamster Negotiating Committee 2000 to negotiate a new 
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contract with borough personnel.  The current contract expires on December 31, 2000.  
Mr. Ditton was appointed Chairman; Mr. Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger were named to 
the committee.  

3. Complaints have been received in the borough office and the police station about 
speeding on Jefferson Street.  A speed limit exists, but no signs are posted.  Mr. 
Redington stated that an ordinance is required to erect stop signs, but speed limit signs 
can be posted without an ordinance.  Mr. Shaffer suggested discussing the stop signs at 
the Street Committee Meeting.  Council decided that speed limit signs are to be erected in 
the middle of the half blocks on Jefferson and Susquehanna Streets. 

4. The water line at the Kiwanis Building needs repaired because there is a leak in the line 
that runs from the main to the building.  The Kiwanis Club would like the borough crew 
to dig up the trench with the backhoe to replace the line.  The Kiwanis will pay for the 
repairs to the water line.  Council asked Mr. Redington to contact the Kiwanis for more 
information. 

5. A meeting with Tom Grbenick of SEDA-COG has been scheduled for Tuesday, July 11, 
2000, at 10:00 a.m. in the Borough Hall.   

6. Mr. Shaffer has received complaints on burning from residents on Queen and Third 
Streets who would like to ban burning.  The consensus of the council was that anyone 
burning improperly should be cited.  The Burning Ordinance should be included in the 
newsletter to remind residents of its provisions.   

7. Mr. Ditton suggested that the borough request a copy of the long-range plan adopted by 
Lewisburg.  Mr. Redington said that Northumberland has a comprehensive plan that was 
drawn up in the 1980’s.  The Lewisburg office will be contacted for a copy of its plan. 

8. Mr. Wolfe questioned if the council should form an ordinance committee and an 
insurance committee.  Mr. Shaffer has received a request from an insurance broker to 
review the borough’s insurance package.  He suggested compiling an insurance packet 
and to notify insurance brokers that it is available for review.  Details will be finalized in 
July.  At this point, it was felt that an insurance committee is not needed.  The borough 
ordinances should be reviewed.  Atty. Best recommended that ordinances should be 
codified once passed.  Copies of the ordinances should be sent to the county and district 
magistrate, and the county law library.   

Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – all ayes.  Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 9:44 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
 July 18, 2000 

7:00 PM 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe at 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call  
Council members present were Ms. Sue Kelley, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” 
Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, and Mr. Thomas 
Slodysko.  Others present were Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority Supervisor, Mr. Larry 
Redington, Borough Manager, Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary, and thirteen 
visitors who introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Jack Mertz, a resident of Point Township, brought a concern to the council about 
Viking Energy, a company in Point Township that is requesting permission to burn 
rubber, railroad ties, plastics, and toxic materials.  The company currently has a permit to 
burn virgin wood chips.  Mr. Mertz informed the council of a special meeting scheduled 
for August 2, 2000, at the Point Township Municipal Building.  The Point Township 
Supervisors have denied Viking Energy’s request, but the company has contacted DEP to 
obtain approval.  A representative from DEP and Rep. Merle Phillips are expected to be 
in attendance at this meeting.  Point Township would like residents of the borough as 
well as Point Township residents to attend the meeting.    
Mr. Jim O’Malley, of Main Pool & Chemical Supply, introduced himself and his son.  
This family run company supplies chlorine for swimming pools and had been supplying 
chlorine for the Liberty Pool.  Due to some concerns about sedimentation, the pool is 
currently purchasing chlorine from a different supplier.  Mr. Slodysko offered to meet 
with the O’Malley’s.  
 
Approval of the minutes of the June 20, 2000 Council Meeting  
Mr. Ditton had questions regarding the status of several items in the minutes: 
1. Meeting in Harrisburg regarding grants– Mr. Redington attended.   
2. Certificates of Occupancy for borough buildings – The engineer from Larson Design 

Group is working on obtaining the Certificates of Occupancy.  
3. Status of Priestley Ave Surveying Project – Mr. Randy Hummer was contacted and 

reported the work to be 30% complete.  
4. Girl Scout Little House roof – Mr. Slodysko has received two quotes for the project.  

Mr. Slodysko made a motion to accept the bid of $2,495.00 from Carnahan’s 
Roofing and Siding of Selinsgrove, replace the roof on the Girl Scout Little House, 
with a completion date of October 1, 2000.  The Anselmo Trust Fund has given the 
Parks & Recreation Commission a grant of $2,700 to be used toward replacing the 
roof.  Carnahan’s also quoted a price of $945 to replace the spouting. Mr. Slodysko 
amended his motion to include the spouting.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
Call vote – all ayes.   

5. Speed Limit signs on Jefferson Street - The street crew has been informed that signs 
are to be posted on Jefferson Street and Susquehanna Road.  Mr. Bowersox will 
check with the crew.                   
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Mr. Shaffer made motion to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2000 meeting.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 
 
Health Officer’s Report  
Mr. Lee Shaffer, the borough health officer, provided a written report of inspections 
conducted and licenses issued.  At the last council meeting, health issues concerning 
rabbits and rats were addressed.  The Public Safety committee was asked to make 
recommendations to the council regarding animals in the borough.  The Public Safety 
committee will meet on August 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the borough hall.  Topics to be 
discussed are the proposed fire commission and the issue of animals in the borough that 
are causing concerns among citizens. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 

 Mr. Dan Yaple reported that Sewer Authority has about twenty-five 4 x 6’s remaining 
from the Duke Street project and offered them to the Parks & Recreation 
Commission.  Mr. Slodysko accepted.   

 The Sewer Authority is extending the sewer main on Sheetz Avenue from 7th Street.  
Mr. Don Troxell had requested that the main be extended and he is doing the work for 
the Sewer Authority.  When reviewing Mr. Troxell’s request, the Sewer Authority 
Board passed a resolution that whenever someone is going to dig in the street and 
replace a sewer line, the sewer authority will oversee the project to insure that the 
work is done properly. The work being done by Mr. Troxell should be completed 
soon and the gas company will be installing a gas line.  The street will be closed after 
the gas line is installed.  

 Mr. Yaple read a letter from Penn DOT to the sewer authority expressing gratitude 
for the cooperation received during the Duke Street project.   

 Mr. Bowersox questioned the resolution that the Sewer Authority adopted.  He 
explained that the borough ordinance reads that “the property owner is responsible for 
the sewer line to the main”.   Mr. Yaple said that the property owner is still 
responsible, and bears the costs, but the Sewer Authority will oversee the work.  Mr. 
Bowersox requested that the borough be given a copy of the resolution so the 
borough’s ordinance and the resolution are consistent.   Mr. Wolfe explained that a 
prior borough council had amended the street cut ordinance but had not done it 
legally.  Therefore, it was not in effect and the cost for Mr. Troxell to obtain a permit 
through the borough was prohibitive.  The council feels that it is not fair that an 
individual who comes to the borough must pay a permit fee, and an individual who 
goes to the Sewer Authority to obtain a permit, does not pay a permit fee.  Mr. 
Bowersox stated that the borough plans to inspect the street cut closing and charge an 
inspection fee when the street cut is being closed.  Mr. Yaple explained that the 
resolution that was adopted is that the Authority will not issue a repair permit to do 
the sewer work without the Authority being responsible for the street cut.  He also 
said that if the borough council elects to assess the Sewer Authority a permit fee, the 
Authority will pass that fee on the property owner.  Mr. Wolfe requested a copy of 
the resolution. 

 Packer Island is planning to install public sewer and has approached the Sewer 
Authority about using the borough’s facility for treatment of sewage.  Their engineer 
has prepared a resolution for the official plan revision.  The township plans to send up 
to 46,800 gallons of sewage per day to the facility.  Currently, the facility treats 
350,000 to 400,000 gallons of sewage per day.  Mr. Ray Kern, an Upper Augusta 
Township Supervisor, stated that Sunbury has accepted the sewage from Shikellamy 
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Ave. and the township needs a letter from Northumberland, accepting the sewage 
from the island, to satisfy DEP.  The details of the charges for the treatment have not 
been determined.  The 4-inch main, crossing in the river, and the sewage pumping 
station on the island are the responsibility of Upper Augusta Township.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved to accept the resolution presented by the Northumberland Sewer 
Authority.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe called for discussion.  Mr. 
Bowersox stated that he would like to see the specifications for what the four-inch 
line can handle.  Mr. Yaple stated that this is a revision to the plan and that by 
adopting the resolution, the borough is in agreement to treat the sewage from Packer 
Island and the Sewer Authority will work out the details.  Mr. Shaffer stated that it is 
important for the island to install the sewer line.  Mr. Yaple said that the residents of 
Packer Island will be charged a tap-on fee and the user fee will be assessed higher 
than the fee in the borough.  Mr. Bowersox asked what had been resolved concerning 
money that was owed to the borough for sewage treated from the marina.  No one 
could answer that question.  A member of the Sewer Authority, Mr. Jack Snyder, 
stated that the main line from Northumberland over to the island is connected to the 
marina. Upper Augusta plans to service the rest of the island by pumping sewage into 
the station at the marina.  The line that runs in the river is Upper Augusta’s 
responsibility.  Ms. Kelley questioned the safety of the main in the river.  She was 
told that the main is encased in concrete and that it has been approved by DEP.  It 
was also noted that the valves can be turned off.  Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call vote.  
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Slodysko, and Mr. Shaffer voted yes;   Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. Ditton voted no.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. 
Wolfe stated that they are not against the resolution, but need more information.    

 
Parks & Recreation Report  
Mr. Slodysko requested that the report be postponed until the next meeting because the 
commission would be meeting on Thursday, July 20th, and he would have more 
information available for the August 1st meeting. 
 
Bills to Be Paid    
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the bills.  Mrs. Kelley seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Ditton questioned the bill from the Sunbury Broadcasting Company.  
Mr. Slodysko said that the bill should be forwarded to Pepsi for payment.  Mr. Shaffer 
amended his motion to exclude the bill from the Sunbury Broadcasting Company.  Roll 
Call vote.  All-ayes. 
 
Housing Authority Report   
Mr. Dale Heim, President of the Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation 
provided an update regarding the status of the proposed mid-rise.  Mr. Heim’s report is 
included in the record.  The plans for the midrise are being designed by Gary Wolfe of 
Gary Wolfe and Associates, and are to be completed by mid to late August.  The Housing 
Corporation meets on Thursday at 7:00 p.m.  (Third Thursday of each month)   
 
Borough Manager’s Report  

 Coast Guard Auxiliary, volunteers for Boating Safety and Education, requested 
permission to place a temporary dock by the boat launch at the point for their use and 
public use.  They would also like to use the area at the Point for their Boating Safety 
endeavors.  They would also like to erect a tent to conduct their meetings.  Their next 
meeting is next Wednesday, July 26, at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
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approve the Coast Guard Auxiliary’s request to place a temporary dock at the Point.  
The question of liability insurance was raised.  Pfeiffer-Naginey Insurance Company 
will be contacted for information.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion until the August 1, 
2000 meeting. 

 Mr. Redington provided information concerning the seminar in Harrisburg that he 
attended. Information was obtained about the Growing Greener Grant through DEP.  
It is unlikely that the borough can be reimbursed for money already expended through 
this grant. However, other funding opportunities are available. Mr. Redington will 
explore funding with a focus toward storm water issues. 

 Mr. Redington has met with the solicitor, and members of school board regarding the 
Second Street School.  He has not received a response to the borough’s proposal.  
After seeing the signs at the school advertising the auction, scheduled for August 17th, 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council has authorized Mr. Redington to bid up to a certain 
amount.  Mr. Bowersox would like to have a Public Meeting before the auction.  Mr. 
Shaffer asked if the meeting could be incorporated into the August 15th council 
meeting.  Mr. Wolfe suggested the borough council meeting be conducted at the 
Kiwanis Building, if that building is available. The August 15, 2000 meeting of the 
Borough Council is tentatively scheduled for 7:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Building.    

 
Executive Session 
The Executive Session was not held because the solicitor was absent due to a family 
emergency.  
 
Old Business 

1. The Streets Committee met yesterday.  At its last meeting, council approved 
replacing the inlets at 5th and Prince Streets, 5th and Hanover Streets, and 
Strawbridge Road and Prince Street.  In addition to those inlets, Mr. Bowersox 
made a motion to correct the wash–out shoulder on Buchanan Avenue. The area 
is approximately 8 foot wide and 270 feet long.  The area is to be fixed with 
bituminous binder and finished with top layers.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
The roll call vote passed unanimously. 

2. Mr. Wolfe stated that the Street Committee also discussed a project for 2001 that 
will include 5th Street, Hanover Street, King Street, Strawbridge Road, Prince 
Street, Queen Street, 3rd Street, Orange Street, 4th Street, 6th Street, 2nd Street, 
Priestley Avenue and 7th Street.  With the assistance of Don Free, and Penn DOT, 
the Street Committee plans to look at these streets, replace the inlets, look at the 
curbing and proceed with a street plan.  Strawbridge Road is scheduled to have 
the base coat replaced this year and will be completed in 2001.  Mr. Wolfe asked 
for a motion to proceed with this plan.  In addition to those streets, Mr. Wolfe 
added the inlets on 5th and Strawbridge, plus the curbing, 5th and Prince, the inlets 
and the curbing, the inlets at C.W. Rice, installing handicapped access at 2nd and 
King, raising one inlet and replacing 2 inlets and fixing the curbing in front of 
Epler’s Funeral Home.  Mr. Bowersox also asked council to approve 150 feet of 
pipe.  The project will be funded by Liquid Fuel funds, except for vertical 
curbing.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to accept the 2000-2001 street project as 
discussed and approved by the Street Committee at the meeting on July 17, 2000;  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The roll call motion passed unanimously. 

3. Mr. Ditton moved and Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion to accept the Priestley 
Avenue Extension. The roll call vote passed unanimously.  A letter will be sent to 
Don Free informing him of the adoption of the Priestley Avenue Extension. 
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4. Ordinance for Street Cut Permits was tabled by Mr. Wolfe until the next meeting. 
5. Ordinance Committee Assignments - Mr. Wolfe would like to create a committee 

that involves members of the public and requests volunteers to serve on the 
committee.  Mrs. Bogovich was present and volunteered.  The solicitor will be 
asked if a member of the Zoning Board may also be on the Ordinance Committee.  

6. Atty. Best informed the office that a letter was sent to the Public Utility  
Commission regarding the railroad underpass.   

7. ADT contract – Representatives from ADT have been informed of the council’s 
wish to discontinue service at the Borough Office.  Fire Protection for the police 
lab and borough garage was also discussed.  The ADT representative is to discuss 
the situation with his supervisor and contact the office with more information.   

8. Mr. Wolfe asked for articles for the Borough Newsletter.  Ms. Kelley and Mrs. 
Groninger have articles.  He asked that any additional articles be given to him by 
the end of the week.  

9. Borough Web Site is under construction at www.Northumberlandborough.com. 
10. Mr. Slodysko stated that the Liberty Pool has been inspected.  Mr. Slodysko will 

be testing skimmer lines next Monday night at pool.  Mr. Bowersox announced 
that the concrete has passed all of the compression tests. 

11. Mr. Ditton introduced Mr. Paul Ruane, the Code Officer who was hired by the 
Personnel Committee.  Mr. Ruane told the council that he is available as needed.    
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to hire Mr. Ruane as the Street Inspection 
Supervisor on a per diem basis.  This is considered a management position at a 
rate of $10.00 per hour, increasing to $12.00 per hour as he learns the job.  Mr. 
Bowersox will be instructing him.  Mr. Ruane’s time spent as Street Inspection 
Supervisor are to be tracked and recorded separately from the code enforcement 
hours.  The pay for the street inspection will come from the inspection fees that 
are included in the new street cut ordinance.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  All - ayes. 

12. The water line at the Kiwanis Building will be addressed after the pool closes 
because it will require opening an area of the parking lot to fix the pipe.   

13. The Insurance Packet has been delivered by Pfeiffer-Naginey Insurance.  The 
borough insurance policy is effective from June 15, 2000 to June 15, 2001.  The 
council discussed reviewing the policy with insurance brokers before renewal 
next year.  

14. Mr. Wolfe will review the long range plan recently adopted by Lewisburg and the 
Northumberland/ Point Township long range plan that was adopted in 1985.  Mr. 
Wolfe would like to develop a current long range plan for Northumberland. 

15. A Finance Committee meeting was scheduled for August 23 at 6:00 p.m. 
16. Ms. Kelley spoke with Tedd Deptula, the Penn DOT manager for 

Northumberland County concerning several issues:   
• Crosswalks will be added at Duke & Water Streets. They will have pedestrian 

buttons on the SUNCOM and SUN Home sides of the streets.  Pedestrian 
buttons will not be placed on the midrise side because the signal is long 
enough for crossing.   

• At the King Street light, crosswalks will be on all but the one-way traffic side.  
Pedestrian buttons will be at all four corners.  Penn DOT will paint the 
crosswalks when the new lights are installed; the borough is responsible for 
maintaining the crosswalks.  The crosswalk lines are to be painted back far 
enough for turning truck traffic, with the middle lane lines 75 to 100 feet 
behind the lines in the far right lanes.   
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• The borough is to contact Penn DOT to make them aware of potholes that 
need repaired.   

• The gutters/ inlets should be cleaned after the traffic light contract is 
completed.   

• The loose manhole on Duke Street, between 6th and 7th Streets should be fixed 
when Duke Street is paved.  The borough is to supply Penn DOT with 
adjustment rings.   

• Mr. Deptula told Ms. Kelley that the traffic light requested for the intersection 
of 4th & Duke Streets is a dead issue.  Mr. Redington said that he received a 
call from Penn DOT for a meeting the end of July regarding the light for 4th & 
Duke Streets.  Since the traffic lights at King & Water Streets are borough 
owned, they should be dismantled so they can be reused.  Mr. Bowersox 
requested a meeting with Representative Phillips concerning the traffic light. 

• A meeting is scheduled for tomorrow in Montoursville with the construction 
department of Penn DOT regarding the street project.  

17. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to request assistance from Representative Phillips 
to obtain a traffic count at the corner of Front & Prince Streets.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

18. Mr. Ditton asked if the school crossing signs on Front Street is to be removed 
since the Second Street School is closing.  Mr. Redington said that the students 
will still be crossing there to get to the designated school bus stops.   Mrs. 
Groninger asked if the borough received the reimbursement from the Shikellamy 
School District for the district’s share of the school crossing guard salaries.  The 
invoice has been sent, but payment has not been received.  The office will contact 
the school district and check on the status of the payment. 

19. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to appoint Jim Troup, Carol Spigelmeyer and Charles 
“Bud” Ditton to the Planning Commission.   The other members are Tom 
Slodysko and Mike Mertz.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

    
New Business 

1. It was noted during Pineknotter Days that handicapped curbing is needed at the 
Second Street end of the King Street Park.  The handicapped curbing is included 
in the approved 2001 street project. 

2. An amendment to the current ordinance to establish new stop signs in the borough 
was discussed.   Mr. Wolfe asked for motions to add stop signs to be made 
individually by street corner.  Mrs. Groninger moved that stop signs be placed on 
Hanover Street at the lower and upper sides of the intersection at 2nd and Hanover 
Streets.  This intersection would then be a 4-way stop.  Mr. Bowersox seconded 
the motion.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, 
and Mr. Bowersox voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

3. Mr. Bowersox moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded placing a stop sign at the 3rd 
& Prince Street intersection, going up the hill on 3rd Street.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Bowersox voted yes;  
Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

4. Council request that letters to be sent to owners of large trucks parked on borough 
streets.  Copies of the borough ordinance will be attached.  Mr. Redington is 
compiling a list of truck owners who will be sent the letters.  A comment was 
made that letters should also be sent to owners of boats that are parked on the 
borough streets.  Mr. Redington said that boats are not included in the ordinance.  
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Mrs. Groninger requested that Mr. Wolfe appoint Mr. Redington be on the 
ordinance committee so that the ordinances are enforceable and that the 
committee be appointed as soon as possible.   Mr. Wolfe said that he will 
announce the committee members in two weeks.   

5. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to send letter to Geisinger Health Plan and local, state, 
and federal officials regarding Geisinger Health Plan’s cancellation of the 
Geisinger Gold Plan for the senior citizens in Northumberland County.  The letter 
is to inform Geisinger that the borough does not support the decision and hopes 
that Geisinger will reconsider.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  A roll call 
vote was taken.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6. Mr. Redington and several council members met with Mr. Thomas Grbenick of 
SEDA-Cog regarding the Resolution for Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan for 
Northumberland Borough in conjunction with the Luzerne County Flood 
Protection Authority.  By participating and appointing a local committee, the 
borough is able to receive funding from federal sources.  The borough would also 
be able to obtain the services of a consultant.  Mr. Slodysko made a motion to 
adopt the resolution, as per the sample, with a minimum of six residents to be 
named to the committee.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe will 
appoint the members at the next council meeting.  Roll call – all ayes.    

7. It was noted that the ordinances establishing the minimum age requirement for 
per capita taxes and the penalty percentage assessment need to be updated.  The 
ordinance sets 21 as the minimum age requirement for per capita taxes and a 5 per 
cent penalty assessment on taxes.  Currently, the per capita taxes are sent to 
everyone over 18 years of age and the penalty percentage assessment is 10 per 
cent.  The issue will be given to the Ordinance Committee.   

8. Upper Augusta Township requested information about a possible Street Cleaning 
Agreement for the approximately 2.5 miles of streets on the island. The Upper 
Augusta Township supervisors would like to know what the charges would be for 
the borough crew to clean the streets.  Mr. Shaffer questioned if it would be 
effective to clean the island streets since the streets do not have curbing.  The 
topic was tabled.  

9. A property owner contacted the borough office regarding the purchase of the 
unpaved portion of 5th Street behind his property.  Mr. Shaffer said that 
previously, council had decided not to transfer any more property or right-of-
ways.    

10. The library requested the use of the King Street Park for its annual Chicken & 
Chili Festival on October 21, 2000.  They will use the gazebo, and the Front 
Street end of the park.  They would also like the borough to close King Street 
between the park and the library.  Mr. Shaffer made the motion to approve the 
library’s request.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   

11. Mr. Slodysko said that the borough crew would like to have the snow blower 
sold.  Mr. Bowersox said that it has never been used, and it is paid for.  Mr. 
Slodysko made motion to sell the snow blower.  Mr. Wolfe asked for a second.  
The motion died for a lack of a second. 

12. Mr. Slodysko and Mr. Shaffer discussed having the fire alarm reprogrammed 
because it rings on Saturdays for two minutes.  Mr. Wolfe asked to have the costs 
for the reprogramming provided for the next meeting. 

Council would like to go into Executive Session.   
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Mr. Bowersox made a motion to extend meeting to 10:15  Mr. Slodysko seconded the 
motion.  Executive Session began at 9:52. 
Council meeting reconvened at 10:07 p.m.   
Mr. Ditton made motion to adjourn meeting.  Adjourned at 10:08 p.m. 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
 August 1, 2000 7:00 PM 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bryan Wolfe.           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Ms. Susan Kelley, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” 
Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, and Mr. Thomas 
Slodysko.  Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Mr. Dan 
Yaple, Superintendent of the Sewer Authority, Mr. Larry Redington, Borough Manager, 
Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary, and 16 visitors who introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
• Mr. Richard Dobeck FC 15-05, a representative of the United States Coast Guard 

Auxiliary proposed that the Northumberland-based volunteer organization provide, 
install, and maintain a 5 by 16 foot dock adjacent to the launch ramp at the Point.  At 
this site, the Coast Guard Auxiliary will establish a land-mobile radio facility to 
monitor marine distress channels.  A banner would be displayed during their 
activities.  And they will provide free safety inspections of boats.  The Coast Guard 
Auxiliary will remove the unsightly brush in the area.  The United States Government 
insures the  personnel, boats and equipment.  Docks are not considered equipment, 
and the dock would not be covered by the Coast Guard insurance.  The council was 
asked to lease the dock for $1.00, so the dock could be covered under the borough’s 
insurance policy. The project is being planned for next year.  The dock would be in 
service from mid-May to mid-September.  Mr. Slodysko made a motion to allow the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary to put the dock at the point for the 2001 season.  The year-to-
year lease agreement will be for $1.00.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The 
roll call vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.  

 
• Mr. Mike Daddario commented about the help received from Mr. Ray Kern of Upper 

Augusta Township in obtaining fill for the project at Pineknotter Park.  Council 
thanked Mr. Kern for his help. 

 
• Mrs. Patty Young questioned what had been done regarding the Railroad Underpass. 

Atty. Best had written a letter to the P.U.C., but has not received a response.  Council 
asked Atty. Best to check with SEDA–Cog.  Mrs. Young asked if the weeds and 
brush could be cleaned up. Mrs. Groninger suggested getting a committee to clean up 
the weeds on the railroad property.  Someone asked whether the railroad could be 
fined for not keeping the property maintained.  Atty. Best will pursue the issue.  In a 
related issue, Mr. Wolfe said that the Improvement Committee was asked to replace 
or repair the entrance signs to the borough.   

 
• Mrs. Marilyn Attinger questioned the status of the Kreamer property on Duke Street.  

The property was not “condemned”.  Notices have been posted that the property is 
unfit for human habitation.  The owner has been out of town and cannot be served.  
The borough had paid for an appraisal on the property.  If the borough condemns the 
property, the property owner must be paid the amount of the fair market value.  Back 
taxes are owed on the property. 
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• The property at 333 Duke Street had been posted with a notice in January.  The 

property owner is in a nursing home.   
 
Council requested that Atty. Best explore any possible options regarding these two 
properties.  
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the topics discussed at the Executive Meeting on July 27, 
2000, were personnel issues, drainage issues, and the Second Street School. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Wolfe tabled the approval of the July 18, 2000 minutes until the August 15, 2000 
meeting. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
• Mr. Dan Yaple, Superintendent, said that the Sewer Authority had an emergency dig 

on Seventh Street due to a blocked sewer line.  
• The Sewer Authority has been working with the Street Committee to check the storm 

sewers throughout the borough.  
• Representatives from Upper Augusta Township were present to request that the 

council adopt a resolution regarding accepting the sewage from Upper Augusta 
Township.  Mr. Yaple told council that Act 537 was adopted several years ago.  Mr. 
Bakowicz, the engineer for Upper Augusta Township, was present to answer 
questions.  The recommended changes in the plan have all been completed at the 
pump station.  Mr. Wolfe asked about the rates to be established.  Mr. Jack Fasold, 
Chairman of the Sewer Authority, said that the rates to be charged are already in the 
Authority’s structure.  The Marina Restaurant and Park Service are charged based on 
the water usage.  Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt the resolution.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Ms. Kelley asked when the pipe was put in the river.  Mr. 
Bakowicz explained that a feasibility study was done by the state prior to 1972.  At 
that time, the plan called for the Marina and Packer Island sewage to go to 
Northumberland.  The 4-inch pipe that is in the river is made of cast iron.  Mr. 
Bakowicz provided a calculation sheet to prove that the pipe would be sufficient for 
the amount of sewage that would flow through it.  A new pumping station will be 
established on Packer Island.  At this time, Upper Augusta needs to get funding for 
the project.  In order to get the funding, the resolution to Act 537 must be approved.  
A provision in the agreement states that if a joint agreement cannot be executed later 
on, the borough does not have to provide the service.  A roll vote was taken.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  The resolution was labeled Resolution A. 

 
Parks & Recreation Report 
1. Mr. Tom Slodysko, Chairman, announced that the Soap Box Derby was a success. 
2. The Pineknotter Day Stand cleared $680.00 with its raffle. 
3. The Concession Stand at Pineknotter Park has been painted.   
4. The committee is working on obtaining park benches for King Street Park. 
5. In August, student volunteers from Susquehanna University will provide maintenance 

to the playground and exercise equipment at Pineknotter Park. 
6. The plumbing at the pool was tested last Monday under the supervision of Dave 

Walters.  No leaks were discovered.  The county is to be contacted for final 
reimbursement of the grant money. 
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7. Mr. Slodysko announced the Financial Report for the Liberty Pool.  He estimated a 
profit of about $2,000 to date and said that the pool should break even if income and 
expenses continue as the current ones.  A pump was rewired and is back on line.   

8. The Recreation Commission supports the council in obtaining the Second Street 
School Property.  The Commission would like to have use of the playground. 

9. The Recreation Commission expects to have approximately $23,000 left over in the 
budgets from 1999 and 2000.  A quote of $118,000 for lights for at Pineknotter Park 
has been received.  They are waiting to hear from two other companies.  Mr. 
Slodysko made a motion that the borough council allow the Parks and Recreation 
Commission to designate $10,000 from the Parks and Recreation budget toward the 
lights at Pineknotter Park, providing the Keystone Grant is approved.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger requested that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission reimburse the Shade Tree Fund for the loan for the concession stand.  
Mr. Slodysko amended the motion to include reimbursing the Shade Tree Fund for 
the money borrowed for the concession stand.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  The motion passed unanimously.   

10. The Recreation Commission is sending thank-you letters to VCI for donating 
spouting and soffit for the concession stand, and Cole’s Hardware for donating paint.   

11. The Recreation Commission is looking for ways to utilize the area at Pineknotter 
Park.  Suggestions included providing seasonal, overnight camp sites for tents and 
pop-up campers, and to build an amphitheater.  

    
Bills to Be Paid   
In addition to the bills on the printout, $500 is requested for the Red Cross “Learn to 
Swim” Program.  The Anselmo Trust Fund has donated the $500 for the program. 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Ms. Kelley seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  All - ayes. 
 
Borough Manager’s Report 
• Mr. Larry Redington requested council’s permission to obtain an intern who will 

work in the borough office from September through November.  The intern, Deniel 
Robenolt, attends the Newport Business Institute in Williamsport.  She will work 32 
hours a week and is insured through the school.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept 
the intern.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

• Mr. Redington recommended that Kelly Spigelmeyer be granted permanent status 
with the police department.  She was hired a year ago under the “Cops Grant”.   Mr. 
Ditton made the motion that Kelly Spigelmeyer be granted permanent status.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All - ayes. 

 
Executive Session 
The Executive Session began at 8:12 p.m. to discuss the Second Street School, personnel, 
and litigation issues.  The council meeting resumed at 8:40 p.m.  As a result of discussion 
in the Executive Session, several motions were made:   
1. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to resolve the Joseph Hayter eminent domain litigation 

claim.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Motion passed 
unanimously.   

2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to revise the amount that the Borough Manager be 
authorized to bid on the Second Street School per the amount discussed in Executive 
Session.  The amount remains confidential at this time.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the 
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motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Slodysko, and Ms. Kelley voted yes; Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion carried 6-1. 

3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to fill the position of police officer that has been vacated 
by Mr. Cope.  The salary is to be at the entry level of $28,895.  The difference 
between this new salary and Mr. Cope’s former salary is to be applied to the capital 
reserve account in the amount of approximately $159.70 per week.  The hiring would 
be contingent on the Mr. Cope’s not returning to active duty.   Mr. Slodysko 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe called for discussion.  Mrs. Groninger stated that 
she is not in favor of hiring another officer until the Cope litigation is definitely 
resolved.  Mr. Bowersox agreed.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, and Ms. Kelley voted no; Mr. Slodysko and Mr. Shaffer voted 
aye. The motion was defeated 5-2. 

4. Mr. Shaffer made a motion that council re-institutes the weekly placement of Mr. 
Cope’s salary into the capital reserve account, pending the final litigation settlement.  
The money would not be used for any other reasons, until the borough is completely 
free and clear of any financial obligation to Mr. Cope.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe said that the amount in the fund is approximately 
$50,000.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton 
voted no.  Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. Shaffer voted yes.  The motion was 
defeated 4-3. 

 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Bowersox, chairman of the Streets Committee, announced that Strawbridge Road 

and the Buchanan Avenue shoulder are to be put out for bid.  Mr. Jack Fasold said 
that the Sewer Authority is looking to repair the sewer line between Susquehanna 
Street and Jefferson Street.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the work to be done by the 
Sewer Authority should not interfere with letting the project out for the base repairs.  
The final paving will be completed in 2001.  Mr. Wolfe made the motion to advertise 
for the bids, as per the letter from Don Free of Penn DOT.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote.  All - ayes. 

2. Mr. Bowersox said that the inlets throughout the borough are being checked.  The 
street crew has placed cones at unsafe inlets.  They have had to replace cones several 
times because someone keeps taking the cones.  Mr. Shaffer suggested the crew lay 
metal plates over the inlets.  Mr. Fasold recommended putting stakes and construction 
fence around the inlets until they are repaired.  Mr. Yaple suggested putting the new 
oversized tops and grates over the existing catch basins.  The tops could be reused 
when the new catch basins are installed.  

3.  Mr. Wolfe announced the first reading for the revised Ordinance for Street Cut 
Permits.  The ordinance amends Chapter 50, Section 2.  The maximum fee assessed 
for street openings shall be $500.  The borough shall hold the bond for five years, 
instead of one year, following a street cut.  All inspection services rendered and the 
application fee shall be set by resolution of the borough council.  Chapter 50, Section 
7 of this ordinance, states that all excavation and other work in the borough which 
disturbs the surface of the streets shall conform to standards set by Penn DOT.  Mr. 
Bowersox made a motion to adopt the ordinance as read.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the 
motion.  The ordinance is to be called Ordinance 2000-1.  It will become effective 
following the second reading at the next council meeting.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Bowersox voted yes; 
Mrs. Groninger voted no.  The motion passed 6-1. 
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4. The resolution sets the application fee for street openings at $250 and the inspection 
fee at $25.00 per hour billed in increments of one hour.  The motion to adopt this 
resolution was made by Mr. Bowersox and seconded by Mr. Shaffer.  The roll call 
vote was taken.  Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, 
and Mr. Wolfe voted yes; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  The motion passed 6-1.  This 
resolution was labeled Resolution B. 

5. Mr. Wolfe appointed Ms. Sue Kelley chairman of the Ordinance Committee.  The 
other committee members are Mr. Ditton and Mr. Wolfe. 

6. Mr. Redington reported that the borough has received a correspondence from the 
superintendent of the Shikellamy School District stating that the school board does 
not wish to negotiate further and plans to auction the school on August 17.  The 
borough council is sending letters inviting government officials to attend the public 
meeting scheduled for August 15, 2000 at 7:00 p.m.  The public meeting will be at 
the Kiwanis Building, with the regularly scheduled council meeting to follow.  Mr. 
Redington asked for council to approve obtaining a professional appraisal of the 
property.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Bowersox, to obtain a 
professional appraisal of the school property.  Roll call vote.  Ms. Kelley, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Slodysko voted yes; Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  

7. Shikellamy School District reimbursed the borough $3358.52 toward the crossing 
guard salaries.  Council stated that reimbursement should be received for the salaries 
of the street crew and the police department when it was necessary for these 
departments to fill in for the crossing guard.  The office will check the records. 

8. Larson Design Group, Inc. submitted a proposal to draw up the plans for the 
Recycling Building.  The engineering costs are $4,800.  The borough needs a project 
start date to satisfy the grant.  Mr. Bowersox questioned what the costs would be for 
the “work not included” section of the proposal.  Mr. Wolfe asked that more 
information be obtained concerning these costs.   

9. Mr. Andy Frantz from Larson Design Group, Inc. will review the borough buildings 
on August 8 at 2:00 p.m. to determine the requirements needed to obtain Certificates 
of Occupancy.    

10. Representatives from ADT met with council members and the office staff to review 
the contract.  The security at each building costs $400 per year.  The buy-out of the 
contract for the borough building is $720.  However, the equipment would not be 
removed from the building and the smoke alarms would still become activated in the 
event of a fire.  The borough garage and the police lab do not have smoke detectors.  
A fee of $100 for each building would be charged to add the smoke alarms.  Council 
decided not to take any action about adding smoke alarms until satisfied with the 
amount of the contract buy-out for the borough building.   

11. Mr. Wolfe is reviewing the borough’s long-range plan from 1985 and Lewisburg 
Borough’s long-range plan.  He will report to council in October. 

12. A meeting is scheduled for August 2, at 1:00 p.m. with Penn DOT officials regarding 
the project on Duke & Water Streets.  Emergency personnel, the police, the borough 
crew and council representatives will be present.  The project is scheduled to start on 
August 7, 2000.  Ms. Kelley said that a project to repair and overlay the concrete 
section from W & L Subaru to a bridge past the Fellon residence, is scheduled to 
begin on August 21, 2000.  Penn DOT was contacted about a sinking section of road 
on Water Street.  The Bell Telephone Company is responsible for repairing that 
section of road.  The repair work was unsatisfactory.  Ms. Kelley will contact Penn 
DOT again.  Mr. Bowersox has also contacted Penn DOT. 
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13. Mr. Wolfe named committee members to the Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan for 
Northumberland Borough in conjunction with the Luzerne County Flood Protection 
Authority.  EMA assistant coordinator Joe Reed, Assistant Fire Chief Josh Newbury, 
Ms. Kelley, Mr. Slodysko, Mayor Wetzel, and Mrs. Gretchen Brosius were appointed 
at this time.  The committee is to be comprised of six to twelve members.  Mr. Wolfe 
will contact others to be on the committee.      

14. At the last meeting, council approved an ordinance adding stop signs at Second and 
Hanover Streets, and at Third and Prince Streets.  The ordinance is numbered 
Ordinance 2000-2.  Discussion.  Several council members have received telephone 
calls about the addition of the stop sign at the top of Third Street.  Residents are 
concerned about stopping at the top of Third Street when the road is snow-covered.  
The intersections are to be plowed and adequately salted during snowstorms.  Mr. 
Wolfe made a motion to approve the ordinance.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, 
and Mrs. Kelley voted yes; Mr. Shaffer voted no.  The motion passed 6-1.  The final 
reading will be at the August 15th council meeting. 

15. Mr. Shaffer is getting a price to have the fire alarm reprogrammed.  To change the 
style of siren, the cost would be approximately $8,000.  

16.  Mrs. Brosius mentioned that several intersections in alleys should be 4-way stops 
because of buildings that obstruct the view.   Two intersections are the one behind 
Second Street School and the intersection behind the borough office. 

17. Attorney Best is revising the lease agreement with Northumberland County for the 
VFW building on Lower Water Street. 

18. Council was reminded of the meeting scheduled by the Point Township Supervisors 
for tomorrow night at 7:00 p.m. regarding Viking Energy. 
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Ken Lewis sent a letter requesting the use of Pineknotter Park from Aug. 5, 2001 

to Thanksgiving of 2001 for Fall Baseball.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion that council 
gives the Parks and Recreation Commission the authority to determine the use of 
Pineknotter Park for Fall Baseball.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
The motion passed unanimously.     

2. Mr. Mike Daddario requested that the center field fence at the Pineknotter Park ball 
field be extended twenty feet when the reconstruction work is done.  Mr. Bowersox 
made the motion that the fence be relocated; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  All – ayes. 

3. Mrs. Krieger contacted the office to request the use of the Steele School property for 
football practices.  The group has insurance.  Mr. Slodysko made a motion to permit 
the football practices at the property, providing that the Housing Authority also 
approves the request.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All – ayes. 

4. A request for a handicapped parking sign for Mrs. Burrell, at 341 Queen Street, was 
received.  Mr. Ditton made the motion to grant the request.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Discussion. A handicapped parking space is located two doors down.  
This residence has parking space for several cars and also off-street parking in back. 
Atty. Best’s legal council was that the borough does not have to provide a 
handicapped parking space.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. 
Wolfe voted yes; Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  
The motion failed 4-3.  

5. Penn DOT Municipal Services Agreement for Snow Removal, a 5 year agreement, 
was received today.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to renew the agreement; Mr. 



 7

Slodysko seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The borough would be responsible to 
remove the snow every time there is a significant snowfall.  The state plows the 
center of Front and Water Streets, but does not plow the parking areas along the 
streets.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the council members review the agreement before 
the next council meeting.  Mr. Shaffer withdrew his motion.   

6. According to Representative Phillips’s office, the Keystone Grant Application for 
funding for Pineknotter Park will be available the end of August.  The borough is 
asked to provide documentation of the work that has been completed, as well as the 
costs, and the borough’s proposed plans for Pineknotter Park.   

 
Mr. Wolfe reminded the council members and public of the meeting in Point Township 
regarding Viking Energy tomorrow at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The Public Safety Meeting Committee will meet August 9th at 6:30.  Topics to be 
discussed are the animals in the borough and the proposed Fire Department Authority.    
 
The next Council Meeting will be held at the Kiwanis Building on August 15th, at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Mr. Slodysko made a motion, seconded by Mr. Ditton, to adjourn.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

 August 15, 2000     7:00 PM 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe at 7:00 p.m.              
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Ms. Sue Kelley, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” 
Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, and Mr. Thomas 
Slodysko.  Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Lawrence Redington, 
Borough Manager, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary, 
and 27 guests. 
 
Northumberland National Bank 
Mr. James E.Gerdun, Vice President of PWCampbell, a design build firm from 
Pittsburgh, addressed the council regarding the proposed addition to the Northumberland 
National Bank.  He wished to address concerns that the fire department has with the 
addition and to learn what the borough will require with respect to storm water 
management in the area behind the bank where the parking lot will be expanded.  The 
area is zoned commercial with no setback requirements.  The bank would like to have the 
steel framed building completed before winter.  In the area of storm water management, 
Mr. Gerdun said that he does not see neighboring properties addressing storm water 
management.  He asked if there is an ordinance to comply with or what criteria must be 
met.  Mr. Bowersox questioned if a hydraulic study was completed to address the water 
run-off so determination can be made if catch basins need to be installed or the pipe run 
to Front Street.  Mr. Gerdun asked if he could address the concerns with the borough’s 
consulting engineer in order to satisfy the council.  Approval was given for Mr. Gerdun 
to contact the borough’s engineer.  No setbacks are required in the zoning.  The BOCA 
code specification is that within 10 feet of another structure you must have ¾ R fire 
retarding glass.  Mr. Gerdun stated that the building plans have Labor and Industry 
approval and that the design firm will satisfy the codes of the borough.  Mrs. Groninger 
asked about the access to the building and the parking area.  The parking area is accessed 
from Wheatley Avenue with a proposed access from Queen Street.  Mr. Bowersox made 
a motion that the fire department be informed that according to the zoning in the Borough 
Code, there is not a problem with the bank’s proposed plans.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call – all ayes. 
Mr. Gerdun explained that the style of the existing building is being replicated in the 
addition.  The addition will go over the existing building and extend into the drive-in lane 
and to the back at the private alley to Fasold Brothers.  Mr. Redington asked that 
additional parking meter space be reinstalled in front of the present driveway.    Mr. 
Bowersox asked that vertical curb would be reinstalled and the sidewalk would be 
replaced to reflect no ramping.  The bank will have handicapped access at the rear of the 
new construction and a ramp to access the bank.  A set of prints was furnished for the 
borough engineer. 
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Public Meeting – Second Street School 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough council is looking for input from the public.  The 
school district will be auctioning the building and contents on August 17 at 4:00 p.m.  He 
stated that the seven council members are united in wanting to acquire the property. 
Mr. Robert E. Moyer asked how much Sunbury paid Northumberland for the building.  
He suggested that is the amount the borough should pay to get it back.   According to the 
deed, Shikellamy paid the borough $1.00 for the Second Street building and C.W. Rice. 
Ms. Margaret Weirick supports the council’s position in acquiring the building because 
the borough has very little land to develop.  She also agrees that after the borough paid to 
build the school, and residents paid tax dollars throughout the years for the school to be 
maintained, and since the district has not maintained the building, the borough should be 
able to get the property for nothing.   
Mr. Moyer also said that the Senior Action Center would like to rent a building with 
some parking space and suggested that the part of the building could be used for a Senior 
Action Center. 
Mrs. Ruth Ford asked if the building could be obtained for $1.00.  She was told that the 
borough has offered a five-figure amount for the property, but the district wants to 
proceed with the auction.  Mrs. Ford said that a contractor could bid an unlimited amount 
and asked if the property has restrictions on it.  The area is zoned R-2 and as such does 
have restrictions as to the usage.  Mrs. Ford asked if council had decided how much the 
borough would bid for the property.  Mr. Wolfe said that in Executive Session council 
has set a limit for its bid.  This amount would not be disclosed.   
Mrs. Mary Poff asked about funding.  Various avenues are being explored.  Mr. 
Redington said that the borough’s engineer estimated that $150,000 would be required to 
replace the heating system and roof.  Grants are available, however most are structured 
for facilities that are already owned.  Once the borough owns the building, other funding 
should be available.  The census was that it is important to the town to get its fair share of 
the grants. 
Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone wished the borough would not pursue the property.  Mr. Dan 
Yaple stated that he feels that the $150,000 mentioned by Mr. Redington is just the 
beginning.  He is concerned that the borough would have more commitments than 
revenues.   
Mr. Wolfe said that although the council is being aggressive in obtaining the property, a 
specific use has not been decided.  If the borough gets the property, council will decide 
quickly what its use should be.  If council decides the borough does not have a use for the 
property, the borough can then sell it to someone else. 
Mrs. Poff suggested that the public be informed of the restrictions on the property.  Mr.  
Shaffer stated that the property is zoned R-2, residential.  This would mean that a 
maximum of two residential properties would be permitted on the lot.  If someone would 
want to build an apartment building, they would need to go through the zoning board.  
Mr. Paul Ruane asked if the building contains asbestos.  Mr. Bowersox said that there is a 
small amount of asbestos that is coated to meet labor and industry requirements.   
Mrs. Groninger said that this property is one of the last pieces of land in the borough that 
is available for recreation or open space and is readily accessible to everyone.  Mrs. 
Groninger also said that while the Steele School property was purchased for $1.00, there 
were restrictions on that deed.  In order for the Housing Authority to be able to build on 
that property, the borough had to pay the school district $12,000 for a clear title to the 
property.  The cost for the clear title and the removal of the building was approximately 
$100,000.    
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Mr. Sam Wolfe said that all school districts were required by law to have an engineering 
report on file of the asbestos in school buildings.  He feels it is important for the borough 
to obtain a copy of this report if the borough buys the property.  The report includes 
where the asbestos was located, what was encapsulated, and what was removed.     
Mr. Dave Conrad asked what was planned for the building.  Mr. Wolfe said that 
suggestions have included a museum, a gymnasium, a movie theatre, a senior center, and 
an extension of the fire department.  The building is structurally sound, but needs a new 
roof and heating system.   
Mr. Wolfe assured the public that if the borough acquires the building, another public 
meeting would be conducted to discuss what to do with it. 
Mr. Jack Snyder, tax collector, stated that he is wholeheartedly in favor of trying to 
acquire the property.  He is concerned with what the borough can do with the building.  
The cost of $150,000 to get the building to a point where the borough can use it does not 
include additional costs for renovating.  He feels that the borough has little chance of 
increasing the tax base in the borough because the town has been built up as much as 
possible.  With the assessment ratios changing next year, the tax millage rate will be one 
half of the current millage rate.  This does not indicate an increase in taxes.  If the 
borough assumes the additional financial burden of this building, he is concerned that the 
taxes may need to be raised.  He reminded the council that if it had not been for a grant to 
repair the swimming pool, the borough would not have been able to fund the repairs.  He 
does not want to see this happen with the Second Street School building. 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the public sale is at 4:00 p.m. Thursday. 
  
Public Comment 
• Mrs. Poff is not if favor of a stop sign on Third Street at Prince Street.  Mr. Shaffer 

said that he opposes the stop sign at the top of Third Street also.  Mr. Bowersox said 
that he would have the road plowed and cindered.  Mrs. Poff suggested that the 
yellow line from the corner be extended.  Mr. Redington said that the council could 
extend the yellow “no parking” area longer than the state requirements.       

• Mrs. Marilyn Attinger stated that a stop sign had been erected at the top of Third 
Street before.  It was put up in the summer and taken down in the winter.  The 
practice was discontinued.   

• Someone commented that the people coming down the hill drift through the stop sign 
on Prince Street.  Mr. Slodysko has seen people drive through the stop sign and 
thinks that a stop sign on Third Street may prevent an accident.  

• Mrs. Gretchen Brosius asked if the borough council supports the Point Township 
Supervisors in their opposition to Viking Energy’s burning any materials other than 
virgin wood.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to express the borough’s support to the 
Point Township Supervisors in their crusade against the burning of anything other 
than virgin wood at Viking Energy.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.   

 
Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of July 18, 2000.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Bills to Be Paid  
The amounts of the bills to be paid are $12,814.66 from the general fund, $267.21 from 
the Liquid Fuels Account, $1,600 from the Parks and Recreation Account, and $3,810.32 
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from the Liberty Pool Account.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Borough Manager’s Report 
1. Mr. Redington approved that the Borough Code Officer attends a conference 

regarding Statewide Building Codes.  The fee is $35.00. 
2. Larson Design Group, Inc. has inspected the borough buildings for compliance with 

Labor and Industry standards.  Council members have received copies of the report.  
The Property Committee will review the report, and make a recommendation to the 
council.  Mrs. Groninger stated that a meeting would be scheduled in September. 

3. Mr. Redington is working on obtaining a grant for the lights at Pineknotter Park and 
is seeking approval from DEP to drill holes in the landfill at the park for the concrete 
posts to support the lights. 

4. A request for stop signs at the intersection of Susquehanna Road and Honeylocust 
Road has been received. The street committee will take the suggestion under 
advisement.   

 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe announced that the opening of the bids for the Strawbridge Road and 

Buchanan Street projects is scheduled for August 22, 2000, at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Borough Office.   

2. Mrs. Groninger asked if the borough has obtained enough dirt to complete the project 
at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Redington said that the engineering firm is looking into 
several possibilities.  The firm is planning to test the ground that is being stockpiled 
at Pineknotter Park and ground that they have located at a project close to Mt. 
Carmel. 

3. Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2000-1.  The ordinance amends Chapter 50, Section 2 and 
sets the maximum fee for a street cut opening at $500.  The bond shall be held by the 
borough for five years (sixty months) instead of one year (twelve months).  All 
inspections rendered shall be under a rate set by resolution of the Borough Council.  
The application fee shall also be set by a resolution of Borough Council.  The 
ordinance has now been read twice in public.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to 
approve Ordinance 2000-1.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. 
Slodysko referenced a letter from Dan Yaple, Superintendent of the Sewer Authority, 
that it is difficult to obtain bonding for more than one or two years.  Mr. Bowersox 
said that if bonding cannot be obtained, money would have to be put up front.  He 
feels that it is important for the borough streets to be properly maintained and that the 
five-year agreement is important.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mrs. Groninger voted 
no.  Ordinance 2000-1 was adopted with a vote of 6-1. 

4. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to revise Resolution B.  The corrected resolution reads 
that “the application fee shall be $250.00 for a street cut opening up to fifteen square 
feet, plus an additional $15.00 for each additional square foot, up to a maximum of 
$500.00.  The inspection fee under Chapter 50 shall be $25.00 per hour, billed in 
increments of one hour.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

5. A motion was made by Mr. Bowersox and seconded by Mrs. Groninger to adopt 
Resolution C, the filling requirements for street cuts.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

6. Mr. Wolfe conducted the final reading of the Ordinance 2000-2.  This ordinance 
provides for stop signs on Hanover Street at Second Street and a stop sign on Third 
Street at Prince Street.  Mr. Bowersox moved to adopt Ordinance 2000-2.  Mr. 
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Slodysko seconded the motion.  Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Shaffer voted no because he 
does not support the stop sign at Third and Prince Streets.  The motion passed 6-1. 

7. Letters have been sent to borough residents pertaining to the ordinance that addresses 
truck parking in the borough.  Mr. Redington stated that the ordinance cannot be 
enforced until the borough erects “No Truck Parking” signs throughout the borough. 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to erect the signs, according to the law, in each block 
of the Borough of Northumberland stating “No tractor trailer parking allowed.”  
Exceptions would be made for local deliveries and moving vans.  The estimated cost 
to install the signs is $10,000.  Instead of posting signs on all streets, signs can be 
posted in a high truck zone.  The fine is currently $5.00 if paid within 24 hours.  The 
council is concerned that the town streets cannot handle the truck traffic.  The 
ordinance now prohibits trucks that are in weight class 4 or higher from parking on 
borough streets.  A truck of 11,000 pounds or more may not park on the borough 
streets.  Atty. Eugene Brosius stated that he is not in favor of the borough spending 
$10,000 to put up signs.  He asked how many tractor-trailers are creating the 
problem.  Mr. Bowersox said that inlets are being damaged by tractor-trailers driving 
over them.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

8. Mr. Wolfe asked what could be done about the trucks that are being driven through 
town.  Signs can be posted stating “Local Truck Traffic Only”.  Mr. Bowersox said 
that Liquid Fuel would pay for the signs.  Council members discussed how to address 
this issue.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the Public Safety and Street Committees meet to 
discuss the situation and bring recommendations to council. Mr. Redington said that 
the police department is enforcing the ordinance that prohibits trucks from traveling 
through the business district on Front Street from King to Duke Street.  Mr. 
Bowersox noted that the heavy weight of the trucks is causing the borough streets to 
deteriorate. 

9. Mr. Wolfe asked when the speed limit signs approved for Jefferson and Susquehanna 
Streets would be posted.  Mr. Bowersox will check with the street crew.      

10. Council will discuss the revision of the Borough Manager Ordinance in Executive 
Session on August 23, 2000, following the Finance Committee meeting.  Mr. 
Redington’s six-month probationary period as Borough Manager ends in September. 

11. The Finance Committee will meet at 6 p.m. on August 23rd.  The 2001 budget, taxes, 
and millage rates will be discussed.  Council will be exploring ways to raise capital 
for the street project and is hoping for public input.  A bond issue has been discussed. 

12. Council reviewed Larson Design Group’s proposal for the addition at the Recycling 
Building.  Council was provided with a list of the costs for the “additional items” that 
had not been included in the engineering firm’s design costs of $4,800.  The engineer 
had felt that these items would not be needed, but wanted the borough to understand 
what was not included in the proposal.  In order to comply with grant guidelines, it is 
necessary to have a professional proposal prepared.  Mr. Shaffer moved to accept 
Larson Design Group’s proposal for the Liberty Glass Center.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Mr. Slodysko voted yes; Ms. Kelley voted no.  The motion passed 6-1. 

13. The bids for the Pineknotter Park Project will be opened at the September 19th council 
meeting.    

14. Atty. Best is revising the lease agreement with Northumberland County for the VFW 
building.  It will be available for the September 5, 2000 meeting. 

15. Penn DOT has requested that borough council approve the Penn DOT Municipal 
Services Agreement for Snow Removal.  This five-year agreement provides that the 
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borough will assume the responsibility of plowing the snow on Eighth Street from SR 
147 to King Street at the rate of $218.12 and Eighth Street from King Street to 
Tuckahoe at a rate of $91.84 per year.  Mr. Bowersox voiced concern that if there 
were heavy snowstorms, the state reimbursement would not cover the costs of snow 
removal.  Mr. Wolfe asked for a motion to approve the 5-year agreement.  No motion 
was offered. 

16. Mr. Shaffer announced that the price to reprogram the fire alarm is just under $500, 
including shipping, to send the box out to be reprogrammed to ring for one minute on 
the cycle.  The cost to obtain the software and reprogram the alarm in house is $700 
for a one-time use.  The alarm had been reprogrammed, with approval from a prior 
borough council, to ring for three minutes at 12:30 p.m.  The cost would be $8000.00 
to replace the siren with a different type of siren.  A motion was made by Mrs. 
Groninger and seconded by Mr. Shaffer that the alarm be reprogrammed. Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Slodysko, and Mr. Shaffer voted in favor of the motion; Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. Ditton voted not to reprogram the alarm.  
The motion failed 3-4. 

17. Mr. Ditton made a motion that the fire alarm be removed completely.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted yea; Mr. Shaffer, Ms. 
Kelley, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Slodysko voted no.  Motion failed 2-5. 

18. Mr. Ditton made a motion, seconded by Mr. Bowersox, to investigate whether the fire 
alarm can be removed.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Mr. Shaffer will look into the 
matter. 

19. Mr. Shaffer reported the Public Safety Committee met August 9, 2000.  The 
committee: 
• Recommended that the existing Health Code that was adopted in 1949 be upheld 

with the exception that the ordinance pertaining to the fines of the health code be 
increased from the current level of $5.00 to a maximum of $25.00 be raised to 
new rates of $50.00 minimum to a maximum of $300.00. 

• Adopted a motion to allow the Fire Department to explore the formation of a Fire 
Authority as a mechanism of funding the department in place of a line item in the 
borough budget.  The authority would assume responsibility for payment of all 
fees, including hydrants and insurance.  This motion was adopted to allow the 
Fire Department to explore this avenue and report it findings to the Public Safety 
Committee for further review before it is brought before the borough council. 
Because some confusion had existed in the media, Mr. Wolfe clarified that the 
committee did not approve the formation of a Fire Authority, the committee is 
allowing the Fire Department to continue to look into the subject. 

• Tabled what to do about stray cats in the borough because the borough cannot 
afford to maintain its own animal shelter for stray cats as well as who would be 
responsible for capturing the animals and managing the shelter. 

• The topic of burning in the borough was reviewed.  Currently, paper only, may be 
burned on Wednesdays and Saturday mornings.  The Public Safety Committee is 
considering changing the ordinance to only permit burning on Saturday morning 
from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  The ordinance states that a fine of not less than 
$50.00 or no more than a maximum of $300.00 be assessed for each offense. 

20. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to draft an ordinance to increase the fines set in the Health 
Code from the current range of $5.00 to $25.00 to new amounts of $50.00 to $300.00.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The ordinance will be published in the Daily 
Item and the borough newsletter.  Mr. Wolfe stated that once drafted, the ordinance 
would need to be approved two more times.  Mr. Ditton stated that a discrepancy 
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existed between the Borough Code Book, setting fines at $25.00 to $200.00, and the 
fines set under the Health Code.  The motion was revised to update both and keep the 
fines consistent.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

21. The borough received a letter from Robin and William Jay regarding Pineknotter 
Days.  Mr. Wolfe suggested talking to the fire police to learn more about the incident.  
Mr. Shaffer will look into the matter. 

22. Mr. Wolfe appointed Mr. Mike Daddario to the committee for the Flood Hazard 
Mitigation Plan for Northumberland Borough. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Bowersox requested that property owners be required to install or replace curbs 

for driveways with new depressed curb, eliminating the current practice of curb cuts. 
Atty. Best advised that an ordinance should be drafted. The permit fee would be 
$25.00.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to that effect.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Ditton suggested that the Ordinance Committee reviews the current 
ordinance and supply council with all the revision recommendations at one time.  Mr. 
Bowersox then suggested that curb permits not be issued until the ordinance is 
revised.  Atty. Best advised that a resolution be enacted.  Mr. Wolfe withdrew his 
second and Mr. Bowersox withdrew the motion.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to 
adopt a resolution, effective immediately, that no curb cutting would be permitted 
through December of 2000, pending the revision of the curb-cutting ordinance.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  The question was asked if the moratorium would be 
applied to the Northumberland National Bank.  This resolution applies only to curb 
cuts and would not affect curb replacements.  The bank representatives will address 
the issue with the borough’s consulting engineer.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe voted yes; Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Slodysko, and 
Ms. Kelley voted no.  The motion passed 4-3. 

2. Mr. Peter John requested a handicapped parking space for 273 Queen Street.  A 
handicapped parking space is designated at 223 Queen Street, across from the No 1 
Fire Company.  Mr. Wolfe would like to obtain a count of the number of handicapped 
spaces that are located within the borough.  Atty. Best suggested that the applicants 
should provide more information to the borough.  Atty. Brosius suggested that the 
borough have an application.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to provide Mr. John 
with a handicapped parking space; Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mrs. Groninger voted yes; Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion failed 1-6. 

3. A request was also received from Mary Rine for a handicapped parking space at 746 
Front Street.  Ms. Rine does not drive, but people providing her transportation have 
difficulty parking in front of her residence.  The Public Safety Committee will 
examine the issue of handicapped parking spaces.  No motion was made. 

4. Mr. Slodysko moved to appoint Mr. Doug Palkendo to the Parks and Recreation 
Commission.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

5. Mr. Franklin Hoffman requested that council consider erecting stop signs on Sixth 
Street at the corner of Sixth and Hanover Streets.  He is concerned that an accident 
will occur at this corner because cars travel too fast on Sixth Street and hit the bump 
at the intersection.  The Street Committee will consider the request. 

6. Mr. Slodysko asked that the street crew have the street sweeper checked because he 
has noticed that something is dragging on the street sweeper.  
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7. Mr. Ruane, borough code enforcement officer, announced that the Danville SPCA 
has traps to catch stray cats.  A $50 deposit is required for the trap.  Mr. Ruane stated 
that for the month of July, he issued nine permits and received nine complaints. 

   
Executive Session 
The council went into Executive Session at 9:14 p.m. to discuss a drainage issue and a 
personnel issue.  The council meeting was reconvened at 9:28 p.m. 
• A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer and seconded by Mr. Ditton to offer a settlement 

to Mr. Cope regarding pending police litigation, as discussed in the Executive 
Session.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox – no.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, 
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger – aye.  Motion carried 6-1. 

• Mr. Ditton made a motion to appeal an unemployment matter regarding Brenda 
Scheller.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
 



 
Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

 September 5, 2000,  7:00 PM 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Bryan Wolfe, President, at 7:04 p.m. 
           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul 
Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, Mr. Thomas Slodysko, Ms. Sue Kelley, and Mr. Greg Shaffer.  
Also present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Borough Manager, Atty. 
James Best, Borough Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Mr. Dan Yaple, 
Sewer Authority Superintendent, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The visitors 
present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
• Mr. Waltz asked if the street sweeper was broken because he noticed that it hadn’t been run 

recently.  It had been broken, but is now repaired. 
• Mrs. Brosius announced that the winner of the raffle conducted by the Improvement 

Committee was Mrs. Atherton.  The prize was “Twilight Memories”, a print by local artist 
Jeffrey Lynch. 

• Mrs. Patty Young stated that she has received permission to paint and clean up the area 
around the railroad underpass.  She has contacted Central Builders and a representative from 
the Garden Club for assistance.  Penn DOT will supply bags, gloves, and tools.  Council 
decided to hold a work party on Saturday, September 16, 2000, at 8:00 a.m. and request help 
from interested volunteers.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion that on September 16, 2000, any 
borough crew member who works will be paid overtime.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, 
and Mr. Ditton voted yes; Mr. Slodysko voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

• Mr. Rick Moyer asked if he would be permitted to have the curb cut so he can access an 
unopened street to park his truck at the rear of his property.  Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Ruane, 
Code Officer, for an official recommendation at the September 19, 2000 council meeting.   

 
Executive Session 
The council meeting was recessed at 7:29 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss personnel 
issues.  The regular council meeting resumed at 7:57 p.m. 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to dissolve the Zoning Board because the council does not know when 
the terms of the membership expired.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The Zoning Board 
members are Mr. Bill Herrold, Mrs. Laura Eichner, Mr. George Gavason, Mrs. Fran Bogovich, 
and Mr. Larry Geist.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  A letter will be sent to each former member, 
explaining the action and inviting him or her to reapply.  An advertisement will be placed in the 
newspaper. 
      
Sewer Authority Report 
Mr. Dan Yaple, Superintendent of the Sewer Authority, announced that plans are being made to 
replace sewer lines on Strawbridge Road between Susquehanna Street and Jefferson Street.  The 
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work will consist of four hundred and ten (410) feet of pipe and seven (7) connections.  The 
Authority is considering doing this work now because the borough is planning to have 
Strawbridge Road paved.  Mr. Yaple asked how the Authority would be assessed for the permit 
and backfill inspection fee.  Atty. Best advised that the council could exonerate the Sewer 
Authority on a case by case basis.  Mr. Yaple stated that he would follow the backfill 
requirements adopted at a prior council meeting.   
Mr. Shaffer made a motion that the borough council exonerates the Sewer Authority from the 
fees for this project.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Bowersox voted yea; Mrs. Groninger 
abstained from the vote.  Motion carried 6-0-1. 
 
Approve Minutes of August 1, 2000 
Mr. Slodysko made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, to approve the minutes of the August 
1, 2000 borough council meeting.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 
 
Bills to Be Paid 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Ditton, to approve payment of the bills.  The total 
amount due from the general fund is $16,316.19; the Liberty Pool Association bills total $55.97.  
Roll call vote.  All ayes. 
 
Borough Manager’s Report 
• Mr. Redington announced that Deniel Rovenolt, a student at the Newport Business Institute, 

Williamsport, would be starting as an intern in the borough office on September 11, 2000. 
• The report from Larson Design Group regarding the borough buildings compliance with state 

guidelines needs to be reviewed.  The Property Committee will review the report at its 
meeting on September 20, 2000, at 7:00 p.m. 

• An eight-hour course, Winter Maintenance for Streets, will be conducted on October 12, 
2000.  Mr. Redington would like interested borough crew employees to attend.  Registration 
must be completed within one week of the school date. 

• BOCA fire code contains a provision that if there is a catastrophic fire in the borough, the 
property owner is required to pay $2000.00 to the borough for every $15,000.00 of damage.  
This ensures that the property will be rebuilt after an insurance claim is paid.   

 
Old Business 
1. Resolution C – 2000, the policy pertaining to standards of construction for street cuts, was 

read by Mr. Bowersox and was adopted at the August 15, 2000 meeting.   
2. A resolution for a curb cut moratorium until December 31, 2000, was read by Mr. Bowersox.  

The borough council is in the process of reviewing and revising the curb cut ordinance.  The 
council will consider requests for exemptions on this moratorium on a case by case basis.  
Mr. Bowersox made the motion to adopt Resolution D, the moratorium for curb cuts.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

3.  The result of the bids for the Strawbridge Road and Buchanan Street projects, opened on 
August 22, 2000, was announced.  The bid was awarded to HRI, Inc. for $26,600. 

4. Mr. Redington stated that compliance to the Truck Parking Ordinance is running fairly well.  
A few more tractor-trailer owners are being contacted. 

5. Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2000-3, a revision of the Borough Manager Ordinance, as was 
discussed in the Executive Session on August 23, 2000.  The word “may” replaces “shall” in 
Section 2-6:  “Subject to recall by ordinance of Council, the powers and duties of the 
Borough Manager may include the following:” Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the first 
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reading of the Borough Manager Ordinance.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr.Slodysko, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton voted yes; Mrs. 
Groninger and Ms. Kelley voted no.  The motion passed 5-2.  The second reading of 
Ordinance 2000-3 will be at the September 19, 2000 council meeting. 

6. Mr. Shaffer made the motion to extend the borough manager employment contract with Mr. 
Redington, as stated, for one year.  The current contract expires on September 22, 2000.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she supported Mr. Redington in this 
position and is aware and grateful for all of the work he has done and for keeping the 
borough “afloat”.  She does have a few concerns regarding the contract that she would like to 
have noted for the record.  Paragraph 4, Compensation 2 refers to deferred compensation in 
the form of medical insurance for himself, his wife, and any minor children at the time of his 
retirement as the Chief of Police of the Borough and thereafter for the remainder of his life 
and the life of his wife. Mrs. Groninger would like to see his wife’s name and “their” minor 
children added to the contract.  She also would like clarification regarding the medical 
insurance benefit after his retirement.  The contract reads that “the employee shall receive 
medical insurance in the same form and amount as provided to  “non-uniformed employees 
of the borough”.  She asked if the amount is to be that provided to “non-uniformed 
employees of the borough” during 2000, or the increased amount at the time of retirement.  
Paragraph 6 b. (Term and probationary period) states that the Employee may be terminated at 
any time for any reason or no reason by the Governing Body within one hundred eighty 
(180) days of the execution of this Agreement.  Thereafter, the Borough Manager may be 
terminated only for good cause related to the performance of his job duties.  Mrs. Groninger 
would have liked to add the following sentence to this paragraph:  “This does not affect the 
council’s right to not renew this contract at the end of each year.”  Atty. Eugene Brosius 
questioned the prudence of compensating the Borough Manager with insurance for life after 
retiring from the Police Department, in exchange for working a term of 180 days.  He 
commented that Mr. Redington could conceivable resign after the 180 days and still receive 
the insurance compensation.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he feels this is a question of integrity 
and that during the time he has known Mr. Redington, he believes that Mr. Redington has 
shown integrity.  Mr. Wolfe added that if the borough were to hire a full-time Borough 
Manager, his compensation would be about $40,000 per year; costing the borough more than 
the costs of providing medical insurance to Mr. Redington and his family after his retirement.  
Mr. Shaffer stated that he felt council should either vote the contract up or down, as it stands.  
Mr. Slodysko asked if the borough could take out a life insurance policy on Mr. Redington 
with the borough as beneficiary.    Mr. Redington agreed that the borough could insure him.  
Mr. Wolfe suggested that if the contract is extended that council pursues obtaining the 
insurance policy.  A question was asked about the amount of the administrative or finders 
fees for grants.  The response was that the administrative or finders fee for grants are 
awarded to grant writers and the amounts vary from grant to grant.  These terms are 
acceptable to Mr. Redington.  Typically, there is an administrative fee for doing the 
paperwork. If the contract is voted down tonight, the council would have until September 22, 
2000 to renegotiate another contract with Mr. Redington, if he so chooses.  Mr. Wolfe called 
for a roll call vote on the motion to extend the Borough Manager Contract for one year, as 
stated.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted yes.  
Mr. Bowersox and Ms. Kelley voted no.  Mrs. Groninger stated for the record that her intent 
was always to get this contract cleared; her intention had never been to vote against Larry.  
Therefore, she voted to accept the contract.  The motion passed 5-2. 

7. The Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled for September 27, 2000 at 6:00 p.m.  At the 
last meeting, Atty. Best was asked to explore possible methods of raising capital for street 
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projects.  He explained the Local Tax Enabling Act.  A “User Fee” is not a tax; it is a charge 
for the benefit of a municipal service.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he did not wish to put the 
burden on the property owners.  Mr. Ditton said that by taxing property, renters are not 
typically taxed.  Atty. Best suggested that council might want to consider a privilege to park 
tax.  There are avenues available other than raising property taxes.  Mr. Wolfe explained that 
the Finance Committee is considering adopting a 2.5 million-dollar street project and is 
trying to find ways to generate revenue to fund the project. 

8. This is the first meeting since the borough has acquired the Second Street School at the 
auction.  The borough has forty-five (45) days to finalize the purchase. Today is the 20th day.  
Mr. Redington stated that a new roof should be installed soon because a rubber roof is 
needed for part of the building.  The borough should be able to obtain some grant money, but 
probably not before the final payment is due the school district.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
transfer the balance of what is due from the general contingency fund to the general fund, 
with the stipulation that the money be replaced into the general contingency account pending 
the receipt of grant money.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Motion passed.  Mr. Slodysko asked what was to be done with the heating system this 
winter.  Mr. Wolfe would like to discuss suggestions from the public of what to do with the 
building at the regular council meeting in two weeks.  Atty. Best suggested asking architects 
for preliminary ideas.  The media was asked to let the borough residents know that the 
council welcomes suggestions for use of the property.  Residents should call or email the 
borough office at norrycom@ptd.net.  The school will be used as a polling place during the 
November election. 

9. The council will be opening bids for the Pineknotter Park Project at the September 19, 2000 
meeting.  Mr. Slodysko stated that he is trying to get a water service for the park and 
questioned the service to the VFW building because it is not adequate.  Mr. Slodysko and 
Mr. Bowersox are looking into the plumbing at the building. 

10. Atty. Best has revised the description addendum to the lease agreement with Northumberland 
County for the VFW building. 

11. Ms. Kelley, Mr. Bowersox and borough crew members met with Mr. Ted Deptula from 
PennDOT. As a result of that meeting, an agility agreement under the old contract has been 
reached. Two of the lights on the white bridge are to be replaced by PennDOT in exchange 
for the borough providing the snow removal service on Eighth Street. The Agility Contracts 
are an exchange of services instead of money and must be agreed upon by the borough, 
PennDOT, and the union.  Penn DOT has developed a new list of exchangeable services.  
Ms. Kelley asked council to approve a resolution for a new Agility Agreement between the 
borough and PennDOT.  Once approved, an exchange of services can be decided upon. Mr. 
Shaffer made a motion to accept the new Agility Agreement with PennDOT.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  

12. Mr. Shaffer announced that the fire alarm may not be removed because it is a public safety 
issue, according to the official EMA plan that is currently on file with the county and state. 

13. An ADT representative contacted the borough office.  The cost to the borough to buy out the 
contract for the services at the borough building is $720.00.  In addition, ADT will install a 
heat detector at the borough garage and a smoke detector at the crime lab at no additional 
cost.  These items were to have cost $100.00 each.  Mrs. Groninger moved that the borough 
buys out the contract for $720.00, and have the heat and smoke detectors installed at no 
charge.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

14. Mr. Wolfe has instructed the borough office staff to update the records of all borough 
committee members and their terms. 
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15. Mrs. Groninger stated that Mr. Redington determined that the Fire Police were justified in 
the way an issue in the park was handled during Pineknotter Days.  The Fire Police had been 
acting on a complaint received from a member of the Pineknotter Committee. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Redington had been approached by a citizen about the intersection at King Street and 

Depot Avenue, the alley beside the Moose Club.  This intersection can be dangerous for 
someone exiting the alley onto King Street.  This person suggested making the alley a one 
way street going away from King Street.  Mr. Shaffer said that the delivery trucks for Frye’s 
Department Store would have difficulty exiting on to any other street.  The issue was tabled 
until the Street Committee could make a recommendation.   

2. Statewide Tax Recovery has sent documentation that several delinquent per capita tax bills 
are not collectable because the taxpayers were non-residents during that tax year. 

3. The first regular Council Meeting in November will be on Monday, November 6, 2000, at 
7:00 p.m. instead of Tuesday, November 7, 2000 due to Election Day. 

4. The borough newsletter is due from the printer tomorrow and will be mailed to residents. 
5. The stop signs have been erected on Hanover Street, at Second Street, and at the top of Third 

Street.  The speed limit signs for Jefferson and Susquehanna Streets are still on order. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:32 p.m.   
 
Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 9:23 p.m.  Mr. Bowersox requested permission to purchase 
fifteen (15) inlets.  Mr. Shaffer made the motion to purchase the inlets.  Mr. Slodysko seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 
 
Mr. Slodysko made a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 9:34 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

 September 19, 2000     7:00 PM 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe at 7:00 p.m.            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Slodysko.  Others present were Mayor Wetzel, Mr. 
Lawrence Redington, Borough Manager, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority Superintendent, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  There were also 9 visitors who introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Bill Herrold addressed the council concerning the action taken at the September 5, 
2000 meeting to dissolve the Zoning Board.  Mr. Herrold was the secretary of the Zoning 
Board for the past twelve or thirteen years.  In the September 6, 2000 newspaper, Mr. 
Herrold read where the Zoning Board was dissolved.  He immediately wrote a response 
to the council stating that for any reason to be removed from the Zoning Board, the 
member must be given a public hearing and fifteen days advanced notice.  The only 
response that he received from the council was a verbal response that the members have 
not done anything wrong and therefore council does not have to give a reason.  He has 
contacted each member of the Zoning Board and represents the group as a whole, with 
their permission.  Mr. Herrold questioned why Mr. Mertz was asked in July for the list of 
the appointments for members of the Planning Commission and the Zoning Board was 
not asked for a list until September 5th.  Mr. Herrold contacted the Zoning Board’s 
attorney and discovered that he had never received confirmation of his appointment so 
Mr. Herrold continued to investigate the issue.  Mr. Herrold read the letter that he wrote 
to the council dated September 18, 2000.  This letter states that the action of council two 
years ago to appoint Atty. Martin as the Zoning Board’s solicitor is a legal point, whether 
confirmed with a letter or not.  Mr. Herrold asked Mr. Redington that a letter be sent to 
Atty. Martin confirming his appointment.  He was told that Mr. Wolfe made the decision 
not to send a letter at this time.  Mr. Herrold’s advisor is now Agent Phillip Robbins, 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development.  
According to Agent Robbins, the Zoning Board was correct in restricting the 
Northumberland National Bank’s building permit.  Due to an unsigned easement and 
Fasold’s having a right-of-way, the permit cannot be issued until the parties reach an 
agreement.  The bank and Fasold’s did reach an agreement at the August Zoning Board 
Meeting.  The Zoning Board was not correct in a Fire Safety restriction.  The board had 
proposed a restriction until the fire department settled any issues with the residents.  He 
also stated that the Borough Council cannot issue or cause any permits to be issued.  The 
Zoning Board cannot be dissolved according to state law.  Council can appoint the 
members each year.  When there were originally three members, the terms were for three 
years.  When the fourth member, Ms. Eichner, was added, the terms became four years.  
When the fifth member, Ms. Bogovich, was added, the terms went to five years.  If a 
sixth member were added, the terms would be six years.  Borough Council can appoint a 
new member to the Zoning Board, but only one member per year.  Mr. Herrold stated that 
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he had filed correctly for a Public Hearing under the Borough Ordinances, but has had no 
response legally.  He is now filing for a Public Hearing under Local Agency Law.  Agent 
Robbins from the Department of Community and Economic Development hopes the 
borough will contact him.  Mr. Wolfe had some points of clarification.  He explained that 
the Northumberland Bank permit had nothing to do with the dissolving of the Zoning 
Board.  A citizen approached Mr. Wolfe and asked what they could do to get involved in 
town.  He was asked how someone could become involved in Planning or Zoning and 
when the next term was up. After looking up the codes, it was discovered that there are 
three members for three-year terms and three alternates.  The code states that the terms 
shall be three years and shall so be fixed that the term of office for one member shall 
expire each year.  The board shall promptly notify the Borough Council of any vacancies 
which occur.  Appointments to fill vacancies shall be only for the unexpired portion of 
the term.  Members of the Board shall hold no other office in the Borough.  Five 
members were on the board.  The minutes were researched in order to learn when the 
members were appointed to the board.  According to the borough code book, the 
members are appointed to serve a three year term from August to August.  The minutes 
of 3/1/94 state that Ms. Eichner was recommended to fill the unfilled office on the board.  
According to the minutes of 4/5/94, she was appointed as an alternate on the Zoning 
Hearing Board.  An alternate member has the same powers and in the absence of any 
member, becomes a voting member.  Therefore, Mr. Herrold stated that each time a 
member is added to the Zoning Board, the length of terms are extended for an additional 
year for each member.  Mr. Wolfe stated that is not in the codes followed by the borough.  
Mr. Herrold said that those codes are incorrect.  Mr. Wolfe said that according to the 
borough records, Mr. Herrold was appointed in 1991.  He asked when Mr. Herrold was 
reappointed.  Mr. Herrold’s reply was that to his knowledge, never.  Mr. Wolfe said that 
if he was not reappointed, he is off the Board because the term has expired.  Mr. Herrold 
said that according to the state, it is the administration’s responsibility to reappoint 
members to the board and if the administration overlooks reappointing a member and 
someone continues to serve, he is still there legally.  Mr. Ditton stated that the board is 
supposed to notify council when a term expires.  Mr. Herrold said that is not what the 
state says.  Mr. Ditton said that it is according to the borough codes.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that this was not a personal issue.  Based on the code, the solicitor had informed the 
council that if the Zoning Board makes a ruling that an applicant does not like, the 
applicant can technically say that the Zoning Board was not legal.  Ultimately, it comes 
back to the council.  Mr. Herrold questioned again why Mr. Mertz was asked in July 
about the Planning Commission when he was not asked about Zoning until in September.  
The reason Mr. Mertz had been questioned was because a member of the Planning 
Commission, Mr. Joseph West, resigned and new members needed to be appointed.  
According to the minutes of 4/7/98, Mr. Apfelbaum had been asked to contact the Zoning 
Board for the expiration dates of the members’ terms.  Mr. Herrold replied that the 
Zoning Board never received a letter from Mr. Apfelbaum.  Mr. Wolfe said that other 
than Mrs. Bogovich, who has told the Borough Council that she does not wish to serve on 
the Zoning Board, council has received seven applicants.  Mr. Herrold stated that the he 
would have liked to have been contacted to attend a meeting, instead of reading about it 
in the newspaper.  And he felt that the Atty. Martin should have been notified that he was 
appointed solicitor of the Zoning Board.  Mr. Wolfe explained that when contacted by 
Mr. Redington, he was not aware of the minutes stating that Atty. Martin had been 
appointed.  He also stated that he understands that Atty. Martin is not interested in the 
position.  Mr. Shaffer spoke with Atty. Martin who said that he was never contacted by 
the former council, never attended any Zoning Board meetings, and never received 
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compensation.  Mr. Herrold explained that the Zoning Solicitor should be present at all 
variance hearings and the borough has very few variance hearings.  Mr. Wolfe informed 
Mr. Herrold that this is the public meeting that he had requested.  The council must point 
three members to the Zoning Board and at least one alternate.  Mr. Herrold stated that 
they have worked to get interested members to serve on the Zoning Board.  Other people 
have attended meetings, but were not interested in being on the board and Mr. Herrold 
said that he is proud to be associated with the other four members of the board.  He also 
told the council that he has kept minutes of every meeting since 1991.  Mr. Wolfe said 
that he is not questioning the members’ commitment.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the 
Housing Authority needed a zoning variance for the Steele School property.  Mr. 
Herrold’s reply was that a variance was not needed.  They needed a special exception.  
He also stated that the Zoning Board picks its own lawyer, council does not.  He does not 
know how a former solicitor, Atty. Saylor, was replaced by a borough council with Atty. 
Martin.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the other applicants introduce themselves and explain 
why they wish to serve.  Mr. Dick Hort stated that since he is retired, he now has the time 
and interest to serve the community.  Mr. Bob Sabol, a recently retired school teacher and 
athletic director, stated that he too is willing to serve the borough in any capacity.  Mrs. 
Bogovich was present and asked if she was interested in serving.  She stated that she was 
not. The other applicants for the vacant seats were Mr. George Gavason, Ms. Laura 
Eichner, Mr. Larry Geist and Mr. Russell Meachum.  Mr. Wolfe asked who the existing 
chairman of the Zoning Board had been.  Mr. Herrold replied that it was Laura Eichner.  
She is also his daughter.  Mr. Wolfe said that the three-year terms would expire in August 
of 2001, 2002, and 2003.  He asked for nominations for the three year term.   
 
Mr. Slodysko nominated Mr. Herrold to the three year term that expires in 2003.  Mrs. 
Groninger nominated Mr. George Gavason, and Mr. Ditton nominated Mr. Robert Sabol.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe 
voted for Mr. Sabol; Mr. Slodysko voted for Mr. Herrold, and Ms. Kelley voted for Mr. 
Gavason.  Mr. Robert Sabol was appointed to the term ending in August of 2003.   
 
Mr. Bowersox nominated Mr. George Gavason, Mr. Shaffer nominated Mr. Bill Herrold, 
and Mr. Wolfe nominated Mr. Dick Hort for the term that expires in August of 2002.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Wolfe, and Ms. Kelley voted for Mr. 
Hort.  Mr. Bowersox voted for Mr. Gavason, and Mr. Slodysko and Mr. Shaffer voted for 
Mr. Herrold.  Mr. Hort was appointed to the term that expires in August of 2002.   
 
Mr. Bowersox nominated Mr. Gavason to the term that expires in 2001, Mr. Slodysko 
nominated Mr. Herrold, and Mr. Ditton nominated Mr. Geist.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, and Ms. Kelley voted for Mr. Gavason; Mr. 
Slodysko and Mr. Shaffer voted for Mr. Herrold; Mr. Ditton voted for Mr. Geist.  Mr. 
George Gavason was appointed to the term expiring in August 2001.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the alternate seats on the board are also three year terms.  
Discussion was held as to how many alternates to name.  Mr. Wolfe requested 
nominations for the alternate seat that would expire in August 2003.  Mrs. Groninger 
nominated Mr. Geist.  No other nominations were made.  The roll call vote was 
unanimous in favor of Mr. Geist.  Mr. Wolfe named Mr. Geist as the alternate.   
 
Mr. Wolfe nominated Mr. Herrold to the alternate position that would expire in August 
2002.  Mrs. Groninger nominated Mr. Meachum.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
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Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. Shaffer voted for Mr. Herrold.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, and Mr. Bowersox voted for Mr. Meachum.  Mr. Herrold was named to the 
alternate seat that expires in August 2002.   
 
Mr. Wolfe nominated Mr. Meachum to the alternate seat that expires in August 2001.  
Mr. Slodysko nominated Ms. Eichner.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, and 
Mr. Shaffer voted for Ms. Eichner; Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. 
Wolfe voted for Mr. Meachum.  Mr. Meachum was appointed to the alternate seat that 
expires in August 2001. 
 
Mr. Wolfe told the members of the Zoning Board that they may meet when they want to 
meet, but that the meetings must be advertised.  He also asked them not to meet on the 
same day as the Planning Commission.  Mr. Herrold stated that they can meet on the 
same day, just not in the same room.  Mr. Ditton stated that the council is asking them not 
to meet on the same day.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the Planning and Zoning Committees do not meet on the 
same day.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mr. Slodysko requested that the 
Planning Commission meet first so that they can transfer requests and information to the 
Zoning Board without a time delay.  Mr. Wolfe included that stipulation in his motion.  
Roll call vote.  All ayes.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Zoning Board should name their own legal counsel, that the 
council is not here to question their rulings, and that the minutes of the Zoning Board 
Meetings be kept in the borough office.   
 
Ms. Bogovich asked what work is planned for the Buchanan Street project.  Mr. 
Bowersox answered that the borough is replacing the shoulder on the right side of 
Buchanan Street when traveling from Susquehanna Street to Jefferson Street.  This year 
the borough is putting binder in and next year a top coat will be applied.  Ms. Bogovich 
informed council that the left side of Buchanan Street also has drainage problems.  Mr. 
Bowersox said that there are a lot of drainage problems in the development.  Mr. 
Bowersox will look at the street and further discussion will take place at the Property 
Committee meeting tomorrow night.  The street committee meets on the fourth Thursday 
of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the borough hall.  Mrs. Bogovich also requested that 
council consider placing a stop sign on Susquehanna Road at Buchanan Street. 
 
Mrs. Brosius commented about the help received at the underpass this past Saturday and 
stated that she especially appreciates the help received from Mr. Bob Pinter of WKOK 
who does not live in Northumberland, and Mr. Jim Dodge, a borough crew member who 
volunteered his time to help on Saturday.  Work done by the borough crew during the 
week was also appreciated. 
.   
Mr. Wolfe announced that he received a letter last week from Mr. Larry Redington, 
resigning the position of Borough Manager.  The letter states that he is unable “to 
adequately divide his time, effort, and concerns between full time service to the borough 
as Chief of Police, full time responsibilities as husband and parent, and part time duties 
of the Borough Manager”.  At the last meeting, the council had extended his contract.  
Since that is not binding until September 22, Mr. Redington further acknowledged that 
the deferred compensation offered is not binding and he makes no claim to this 
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compensation.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the resignation.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.   Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Slodysko, and Mrs. Kelley voted yes; Mr. Shaffer and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Mr. 
Wolfe asked the Personnel Committee to make a recommendation to the borough council 
concerning the Borough Manager position.  He also stated that Mr. Redington is going to 
continue to assist with the Second Street School acquisition.  Mr. Bowersox stated that he 
felt the council should compensate Mr. Redington for the time he has devoted to the 
Borough Manager position.   
The Personnel Committee was asked to discuss this also. 
             
Borough Manager’s Report 
♦ Mr. Redington stated that the Code Enforcement Officer has taken the first 

appropriate action on the property in the 300 block of Duke Street.  Mr. Redington 
asked if the council would agree to send the Borough Crew to the property to remove 
a safety hazard, cut the brush, and clean up the property.  The building has been 
declared unfit for human habitation.  Mr. Ditton said that one of the borough 
ordinances states that a structure can be declared a dangerous building and asked if 
this building could pose a danger.  The response was that the building itself is not 
dangerous, but the porches are.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to authorize the borough 
crew to remove the brush, the dangerous portions of the structure, and charge the 
property owner for the borough crew’s time, materials and removal and disposal costs 
of the material involved.  The engineer should be consulted if needed to determine 
structural integrity and his time included in the bill.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote. All - ayes. 

♦ Mr. Shaffer made a motion to authorize the borough crew to remove the brush and 
high weeds around the structure at the Kreamer property on Duke Street.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Bowersox asked how the borough would be 
reimbursed for this work.  The response was that the borough may be able to recover 
the money at a tax sale if a lien is placed on the property.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

♦ Mr. Redington said that the crossing guards are working an additional half hour each 
day because of the bus times for the elementary school.  He wanted the council to be 
aware of this additional cost when preparing the budget.  An application has been 
received for a substitute crossing guard.  Mr. Shaffer recommended that the substitute 
crossing guard be hired upon clearance from the background check.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

  
Code Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane submitted reports as a Code Enforcement Officer and as the Street 
Inspector.   
 
Sewer Authority  
Mr. Dan Yaple stated that a problem exists at Fourth and King and Fourth and Orange 
Streets and that the Sewer Authority will perform the repairs when paving on Seventh 
Street.  He also informed the council that approximately 110 feet of pipe may need to be 
replaced on 6th and North Streets.  He asked if the Sewer Authority would be assessed a 
fee for the street cut permit.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion not to charge the Sewer 
Authority for the street cut permit.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
All ayes.  Mr. Ruane will supervise the backfill. 
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Executive Session  
The council went into Executive Session at 8:09 p.m.  The council meeting reconvened at 
8:25 p.m.  During the Executive Session, council discussed litigation and leasing issues.  
 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe read the Borough Manager Ordinance.  The word “shall” is now changed 

to “may”.  This is the second and final reading of Ordinance 2000-3.  Mr. Shaffer 
moved to adopt Ordinance 2000-3.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe 
voted yes; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   

2. Mr. Ray Dorley, representing Mrs. Mary Rine, told the council that he is having a 
problem parking near her home at 746 Front Street to get her in and out of the car.  
He is requesting that a handicapped parking space be designated in front of her home.  
The council explained that a handicapped parking space is not issued just because an 
individual has a placard.  Anyone with a placard can park in a handicapped parking 
space, it is not designated for just one individual. Mr. Dorley asked if a no parking 
sign could be placed in the alley.  People are now parking in the alley overnight and it 
is impossible to drive through the alley, or to park just for the time required to load 
and unload passengers.  Mr. Shaffer suggested asking the street crew to check the 
visibility at that corner.  Mr. Bowersox suggested that the borough could establish 50-
foot setbacks on Front Street, per PennDOT regulations.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the 
Public Safety Committee would review the parking limitations that can be posed with 
the Police Department. 

3. Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough has been receiving suggestions regarding the 
Second Street School.  He made a motion to appoint Mr. Larry Redington, Mrs. 
Gretchen Brosius, and Mr. Mike Daddario as Co-chairmen of the Second Street 
School Committee.  They are to solicit opinions from borough residents and make a 
recommendation to the council at the December 19, 2000 meeting.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

4. The bids for the Pineknotter Park Project will be opened on September 27, at 5:45 
p.m. before the Finance Committee Meeting.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to 
award the bid at the September 27 meeting, contingent upon the approval of the 
solicitor and the engineer.   Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote. All 
ayes.  Letters will be sent to Atty. Best and Mr. Dave Walters requesting that they be 
present at that meeting. 

5. A curb cut request was received from Mr. Rick Moyer at the last meeting.  The Code 
Enforcement Officer has reviewed the request and presented his recommendation to 
council that Mr. Moyer be granted permission to take the curbing out and install new 
curbing approximately four feet north of the current curbing.  Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to approve the Code Enforcement Officer’s recommendation.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll Call vote.  All ayes. 

6. The borough has received a correspondence from PennDOT regarding the traffic 
signal at Fourth and Duke Streets and the flashing warning lights on Front Street as 
discussed at meeting on Aug. 31, 2000 with Representative Merle Phillips and 
PennDOT officials.  Mr. Redington stated that the borough office received the 
applications for the traffic light and warnings lights.  The correspondence from 
PennDOT stated that the borough would be obligated to pay for the lights if the 
studies warrant them.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to forward the completed 
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documentation to Representative Phillips as instructed by the PennDOT officials at 
the meeting.  Ms. Kelley seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Slodysko made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 15, 2000, borough 

council meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The 

bills to be paid from the general fund total $7,660.86, from the Liberty Pool account 
$797.06, from the Parks and Recreation account $8,551.26 and from the Liquid Fuels 
account $2018.74.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

3. A request was received from Ms. Brenda Snook of 661 Duke Street for a handicapped 
parking space in the alley between Sixth and Seventh Streets on the lower side of 
Duke Street.  Ms. Kelley questioned if a handicapped parking space could be 
designated in that area since the alley does not have curbing.  Mrs. Groninger stated 
that another municipality has a policy in place not to spot or place handicapped 
parking.  In cases of emergency, they give approval for a handicapped space.  The 
borough would need a resolution to adopt that policy.  Mr. Shaffer recommended that 
the Code Enforcement officer make a record of the handicapped parking spaces 
throughout the borough. Mrs. Groninger volunteered to try to produce a list of the 
current spaces for the next council meeting since the Code Enforcement Officer has 
been so busy.  Mr. Redington suggested that the student intern could search the 
minutes for the requests.  Mr. Brosius suggested limiting the handicapped signs for a 
year.  The current request is being tabled until the alley can be checked. 

4. The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs requested that the borough council 
adopt a resolution regarding the PennDOT Maintenance Policy.  This would be 
Resolution E.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt the Resolution E, a resolution 
declaring the discrepancies in maintenance practices between townships and 
boroughs by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion. Mrs. Groninger asked if this resolution could be taken under advisement 
until a later date since PennDOT has been working with the borough on various 
projects and we have an agility agreement.  The motion was withdrawn until the next 
meeting. 

5. A request was received from Tricia Stambach for permission to hold a wedding in the 
gazebo on June 16, 2001 at 3:30 p.m.  Mr. Slodysko made a motion to allow the use 
of the gazebo for the wedding, with the stipulation that they clean up the area 
afterward.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

6. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to allow the Halloween Parade Committee to use the 
gazebo and park on October 25, 2000 to organize the parade.  Mr. Shaffer seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

7. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to set the night of October 31, 2000, from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. for Halloween Trick or Treat.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.   Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. 
Shaffer voted yes; Mrs. Groninger voted no. 

8. The Northumberland Bank would like to meet to discuss the borough accounts.  Mr. 
Wolfe suggested inviting Mr. Steele or a representative from the bank to a Finance 
Committee meeting in October.  A representative from Snyder County Trust will also 
be invited to this meeting. 

9. Mr. Slodysko requested a letter be sent to Larson Design Group about the cracks in 
the pool.  Mr. Bowersox stated that he believes that they are shrinkage cracks but 
Larson’s should be informed. 
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10. Mrs. Groninger said that PennDOT is having a meeting at the Point restaurant for the 
Community Awareness.  She also asked if anyone was planning to attend the 
Chamber of Commerce meeting.  Mr. Redington will try to attend the Chamber of 
Commerce meeting. 

11. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to draft a letter requesting reimbursement of thirty-six (36) 
hours of work for the time spent by the borough crew and the police department as 
crossing guard, in addition to the taxes and an administrative fee.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

12. Ms. Kelley read a news article about a cat ordinance that was adopted in New 
Bethlehem. 

13. The council does not plan to have a fall cleanup of any type this year.  Ms. Kelley 
said that other communities issue $20.00 permits to fill a four-foot square.  

14. Mr. Daddario congratulated the council on the recent issue of the Pineknotter News. 
 
Mr. Slodysko made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
 October 3, 2000     7:00 PM 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe at 7:00 p.m.            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council Members present were Ms. Sue Kelley, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles Ditton, 
Mrs. Judy Groninger, Mr. Paul Boxersox, and Mr. Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Mr. Larry Redington, Chief of Police, Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, 
Solicitor, Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority Superintendent, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Ms. Jan Bowman, and 12 visitors who introduced themselves.   
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Mr. Dan Yaple reported at the last meeting that they were planning a project on North 
Avenue.  This project is continuing.  The Sewer Authority is advertising for bids for the 
sewer project on Strawbridge Road from Susquehanna Street to Jefferson Street.  The 
bids will be opened on October 18th.  Mr. Yaple asked how high the manholes should be 
set.  Mr. Bowersox responded that they should be raised an inch and a half above grade, 
as close as possible. Mr. Bowersox stated that sewer gas is coming out of the storm water 
inlets on Priestley Avenue.  Mr. Yaple investigated one complaint in the 400 block and 
could not find any problem.  Mr. Yaple should be contacted if any future problem arise. 
 
Code Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the month of September. 
On September 26, the borough crew cleaned up the property on Duke Street.  On 
September 28, the Health Officer and the Code Officer completed an external inspection 
of the property and found evidence of rodents.  They would like to have permission to 
have an exterminator come to the property.  Atty. Best stated that the owner of the 
property must be notified.  The borough should be able to recover the costs. 
Mr. Ruane gave the council information concerning a Zoning Hearing Board.  He 
explained that the council should set a fee.  Sunbury charges $135, Milton charges $300, 
and Selinsgrove charges $150 with a stenographer and $100 without a stenographer.  
Atty. Brosius gave Mr. Ruane sample applications.  Advertisements must be published in 
the paper twice.  When the code officer denies a permit, the party can appeal to the 
Zoning Board.  The fees cover the costs of the advertising, mailing notices to neighbors, 
and the stenographer.  Atty. Best will have a resolution for the October 17 Council 
Meeting with a fee to be determined at that meeting.  Mr. Ruane is going to meet with the 
code officer in Milton.  Council should also appoint an Appeals Board.  Mr. Wolfe made 
a motion to advertise for members of the Appeals Board.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  The Appeals Board is a separate board adopted through the BOCA Codes to 
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appeal a property maintenance ruling by the Borough Code Enforcement Officer.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 
Public Safety  
Ms. Amanda Boyer of the Northumberland Rescue Squad addressed the council.  She 
will be leaving the area and must resign from the Rescue Squad.  She feels that in the best 
interest of the community, the Rescue Squad should be merged with the Fire Department.  
The Rescue Squad does not have enough volunteers to make the decision; therefore she is 
asking the council to decide.  Mr. Shaffer said that the Fire Department has expressed an 
interest in having the Rescue Squad merge with the Fire Department.  Currently, 
Enhanced Management Services is a sub-contractor for the Rescue Squad.  They do the 
hiring, screening, payroll, and taxes.  The company is willing to help the borough with 
the transition.  Of the eight members on the squad, one is from Northumberland.  There 
are fourteen employees with the Rescue Squad.  Amanda advises staying with the non-
profit organization, instead of a for-profit company if possible.  Mr. Shaffer said that the 
Public Safety Committee would work with the Rescue Squad to develop a plan. 
 
Old Business 
1. Recycling Building – Mr. Jeff Brooks with Larson Design Group, Inc. presented the 

drawings for the additions to the Recycle Building. Mr. Redington said that members 
of the Recycling Center had met with representatives from Larson’s in April.  Mr. 
Sees had been instrumental in obtaining a grant for the projects, but plans had not 
been completed.  The Recycling Committee has looked at the drawings and is in 
agreement with the proposal.  DEP is waiting for a contract bid date as a start date of 
the project.  The borough will be advertising for bids.  Mr. Brooks stated that the 
borough might need to advertise for prevailing wage rates for the project.  The 
solicitor will need to advise us if the prevailing wage rates will apply.  The two 
projects are not tied together, so they can be bid separately.  The borough does have a 
time frame to work under in respect to the grant.  Mr. Brooks did not do a cost 
estimate on the buildings.  A contractor had estimated approximately $11,000 for one 
of the projects and $25,000 for the other. The one building will not need to be bid out 
under prevailing wage rates.  Mr. Brooks suggested that the contractors provide a 
separate bid with non-prevailing wages for the second building because if that bid 
comes in under $25,000, the project will not need to be awarded at the prevailing 
wage rate.  The final design plans will be completed by next week.  Ten sets will be 
sent to the borough.  Mr. Brooks will forward the prevailing wage rate information 
with the designs.  The borough could consider excluding the paving from the bid 
process to reduce the amount.  The information will be available for the October 17, 
2000 council meeting. 

2. Second Street School  
♦ Mr. Redington announced that last Thursday, the borough closed with the School 

District on the Second Street School.   
♦ The Parks and Recreation Commission approached the Property Committee about 

using the vacant building as a fund-raiser.  Permission was requested to use the 
building as a Haunted House.  The Property Committee gave tentative approval so the 
project could begin.  Funds have been applied for from the Anselmo Trust Fund.  
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Some money is needed for incidental expenses.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to 
allow the Haunted House.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All 
ayes. 

♦ Mr. Shaffer made a motion to provide $500 to the Parks and Recreation Commission 
from the Parks and Recreation fund for seed money.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.   

♦ Mr. Redington was approached by the Senior Action Center with a request to locate 
the center in the Second Street School Building.  Mr. Bowersox had a list of 
signatures from the members of the Senior Action Center.  Mr. Redington told the 
members of the Senior Action Center that the building would need renovations before 
it can be utilized. 

♦ The funding from the state should be received later this year.  The school district is 
willing to provide technical support to instruct the borough employees on how to run 
the boiler system.  A roof is needed, but the borough does not have the money at the 
present time.  Mr. Redington had contacted two contractors.  Both have said that the 
roof needs replaced.  The roof would be replaced with the same type of roofing that is 
presently on the building, rubber.  Mr. Bowersox cautioned that if the roof is not 
replaced soon, there could be structural damage.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to put 
the roof out for bid.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Mr. Shaffer cautioned about 
spending money that the borough does not have.  Mr. Ditton said that putting the roof 
out for bids would tell us what the project would cost, and if the grant money 
becomes available, the bid can be awarded.  Atty. Best said that the council does not 
need to accept any bid that is received.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

3. Pineknotter Park Project 
♦ Mr. Wolfe read a letter from Mr. Dave Walters of Larson Design Group, Inc., 

recommending that the council reject the bid that was received for the Pineknotter 
Park Project.  He felt that the bid was too high because the fill was to be 
transported from the Mt. Carmel area.  Mr. Walters suggested that the borough 
notify local contractors of the need for fill and the quantity and type of material 
required.  DEP will allow the borough to stockpile material at the site.  Once 
sufficient material is at the site, the borough could let a contract to complete the 
project.  The work would be scheduled for completion in the spring of 2001.  
Council did not wish to mention the contractor or the bid amount at this time.  Mr. 
Bowersox suggested that the price could be reduced by deleting a portion of the 
work included in the bid, such as the fence.  Mr. Daddario felt that it is important 
to have the ground and seeding completed this fall.  Mr. Wolfe asked if it would 
be necessary to rebid the project if the borough were to change the project to 
include just the dirt and reseeding.  Atty. Best felt that it would be best to rebid 
the project.  Mayor Wetzel felt that the council should proceed with the project.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that the borough would either need to borrow the money 
now or in the spring.  Mr. Shaffer asked where the borough could produce the 
revenue source to repay the debt.  Mr. Ditton stated that a debt service could be 
created.  Mr. Shaffer reminded the council that a debt service is also being 
considered for the street project.  Mr. Daddario stated that this has been going on 
for three years.  He feels that the borough should borrow the money to complete 
the project.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to accept the bid. Mrs. Groninger 
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seconded the motion.  Mrs. Brosius asked if grant money is available from the 
state.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the majority of that money could not be used for the 
ground.  Grant money can be used for the fence and parking area.  The extension 
is being granted if the borough rejects the bid.  Mr. Shaffer felt that the landfill 
was not closed properly at the time it was closed.  Mr. Daddario stated that it was 
closed properly at the time.  Mr. Bowersox felt that the work needed to be 
completed as soon as possible.  Mr. Wolfe called for a Roll Call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Bowersox voted yes; Mr. Shaffer and Ms. 
Kelley voted no.  The motion passed 4-2.  Dave Gutelius Excavating Inc. is the 
contractor at a bid price of $182,650.  However, because the specs had an error 
stating “per square foot” instead of “per square yard”, the amount for the finish 
grading, seeding soil supplements and mulching should be estimated at $40,500 
instead of $4,500.  So the actual bid is higher. The work is to be completed in 42 
calendar days.  Mr. Wolfe suggests contacting the banks to obtain financing.  Mr. 
Gutelius is to be contacted and a meeting scheduled. 

4. Mr. Wolfe said that at a meeting last week the Finance Committee approved a five 
mill increase that is designated as a street improvement fund, in addition to the one 
mill increase for the general fund for a total of a six mill tax increase.  The next 
meeting is scheduled for October 18th at 6:00 p.m. 

5. The Street Committee met with a representative of HRI.  The start date for the base 
repairs on Strawbridge Road is approximately October 16th.  Specifications were 
agreed upon at the preconstruction meeting according to Mr. Bowersox, Street 
Committee Chairman.  The waterline at the Kiwanis Building was discussed with 
HRI.  A separate price will be supplied for that paving and it will not be paid for from 
the Liquid Fuel Funds since this project is on private property.  The street crew was 
asked to have the waterline completed by October 16th.  HRI will measure the inlets 
free of charge.  They would like the opportunity to bid on replacing the inlets.   
 
Repairs to the manholes on Duke Street have begun.  Eastern Industries has requested 
permission to use a jackhammer with a muffler.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to allow 
Eastern Industries to use a Bobcat Loader with a hydraulic breaker at night, as little 
as possible.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Ms. Kelley, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe voted yes; Mrs. Groninger voted 
no.  Motion passed 5-1.  
 
Mr. Bowersox announced that he would be meeting with Mr. King of PennDOT on 
Friday, October 6th at 1:00 p.m.  He invited others to attend.  He also stated that 
someone is dumping waste material from paving at Lower Water Street.  Contractors 
are being contacted to determine who was doing the dumping and will be asked to 
clean up the area.    
 
Mr. Bowersox requested that the borough consider purchasing a saw that can saw 
concrete and steel because the borough crew is renting a saw to do the work at the 
Kiwanis Building.  He estimates that the cost of a saw should be approximately 
$500.00.  Mr. Wolfe asked him to get prices. 
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6. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve Resolution E.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  This resolution declares the discrepancies in the maintenance practices 
between townships and boroughs by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  
Discussion.  Ms. Kelley asked if the borough has problems with PennDOT.  She also 
questioned if signing the resolution would change the amount the borough receives 
for Liquid Fuel funds. Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Wolfe 
voted yes; Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  The vote was tied 
3-3.  Mayor Wetzel voted yes.  Resolution E was approved.               

7. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to adopt Resolution H – restoration of base 
replacement over a pipe trench, following PennDOT specs that are included in their 
contracts.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion. Atty. Best will add an explanatory 
note to the illustration.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  

8. Mr. Bowersox asked if the Curb Replacement Ordinance was completed.  Atty. Best 
will have that ordinance ready for review at the next council meeting. 

9. Mrs. Groninger reported that the Property Committee met on September 20, 2000 in 
the borough hall and reviewed the recommendations from Larson Design Group for 
the certificates of occupancy for the borough buildings.  The committee suggests that 
the recommendations for the Kiwanis building be completed.  Once completed, the 
borough can apply to the state for certificates of occupancy.   

10. The borough has received a request from representatives of Mary Kay Cosmetics to 
rent the Girl Scout Little House every Tuesday night for two hours. The scouts meet 
Monday nights and the Hemlock Troup leaders meet on Thursday nights.  It was 
reported that the plumbing in the bathroom is need of repair.  The borough crew will 
be asked to check on the plumbing.  Mrs. Groninger said that the rent received could 
be used to pay for heating the building.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to charge the 
representatives of Mary Kay Cosmetics $20.00 per night to use the building on 
Tuesday nights.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. Shaffer voted yes.  Mr. Ditton 
abstained because he has a personal interest.  Motion passed 5-0.  Mrs. Gretchen 
Brosius suggested that the borough apply to the Anselmo Trust Fund for a grant to 
repair the Girl Scout Little House.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to apply for the grant; 
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The borough has already received money from the 
Anselmo Trust Fund.  Mr. Jack Snyder said that there is a $7,500 limit that can be 
granted to any one organization.  The Girl Scouts could apply for a grant since they 
are a separate organization.  The motion was withdrawn.   

11. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to appoint Tim and Michelle Fink to the Parks and 
Recreation Board.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

12. Mr. Shaffer announced that Public Safety Committee would meet on Tuesday, 
October 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

13. Resignations were received from Mr. George Gavason, member, and Mr. William 
Herrold, alternate, of the Zoning Board.  Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Larry 
Geist to the one-year term, replacing Mr. Gavason.   Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Geist was appointed to Zoning Board for the 
term ending August 31, 2001.  There is currently one alternate to the Zoning Board, 
which is the minimum required. 
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14. Mr. Shaffer made a resolution to apply for the flashing yellow lights on Route 11 
traveling south into the borough.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The light will 
be a dual flashing yellow lights that will be attached to the Congested Area sign.  The 
borough will be responsible for paying for the flashing lights.  Roll call vote.  Ms. 
Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe voted yes; Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.  The resolution was labeled Resolution F.  
The borough will have the expense of installing the flashing yellow lights.  
Representative Phillips has instructed the borough to send the requests to his office 
and he will present them to the state when funds are available for the traffic light at 
Fourth and Duke Streets. 

15. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to apply for a traffic light at the corner of Fourth and 
Duke Streets.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. Carl Spigelmeyer suggested 
that due to the traffic flow, the borough council should consider placing the light at 
Fifth and Duke Streets or Third and Duke Streets.  By having the traffic light at 
Fourth and Duke Streets, anyone traveling north on Fourth Street will need to drive 
around the school to get to the hill section of the borough.  Mr. Shaffer stated that 
traffic from CVS and the railroad yards would benefit from the red light at the Fourth 
and Duke Streets intersection.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the borough has worked for 
a year and a half to get the issue this far and does not feel it would be wise to change 
it. Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously and was labeled Resolution 
G. 

16. Mrs. Groninger stated that the borough has a total of 20 handicapped parking spaces, 
five of which are located at churches, in addition to the spaces downtown.  A request 
has been received from Mr. Peter John for a handicapped parking space at 273 Queen 
Street.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the request.  Mr. Bowersox seconded 
the motion.  Roll Call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Ms. Kelley voted yes; 
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Mayor Wetzel, who voted yes, 
broke the tie vote.  Motion passed.   

17. At the last council meeting, the street committee was asked to make a 
recommendation for a no parking area along Lackawanna Avenue.  Ms. Kelley 
looked up the codes regarding parking.  The codes state that parking shall be 
prohibited on Front Street from the eastern curblines of all intersecting side streets to 
a point of a hundred feet east of said curbline.  Ms. Kelley stated that this already 
should be a no parking area.  Lackawanna Avenue is on the map of the borough. Ms. 
Kelley made a motion to paint the setback at Lackawanna Avenue.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Snyder said that if the council votes to 
establish a no parking area along one alley intersecting with Front Street, they should 
also adopt the no parking area along all the alleys intersecting with Front Street. Mr. 
Bowersox stated that the state asked for 50-foot setbacks at all alleys or avenues and 
100-foot setbacks at all streets.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion that the borough crew 
should be asked to paint yellow lines along all the alleys intersecting with Front 
Street, according to PennDOT specifications.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. Shaffer voted 
yes; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.   
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New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve minutes of the September 5, 2000 meeting.  Mrs. 

Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. 
Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton voted yes.  Mr. Bowersox abstained because he 
was not present for that meeting.  Motion passed 5-0. 

2. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  The general fund total is $5,354.15.  A bill of $266.67 for Atty. 
Best for September’s retainer was added, bringing the general fund total to $5,620.82.  
The bills from the Liberty Pool Account total $900.02 and the bills from the Parks 
and Recreation Account total $14.51.  A check for the Fire Relief Association for 
$15,099.90 was sent to the borough from the state.  The borough is sending a check to 
the Fire Relief Association for that amount. 

3. A request to use the King Street Park on any Saturday in October was received from 
Brian Beitz of the United Pentecostal Church, Lewisburg, to conduct an outreach 
program, Puppets in the Park.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to approve the use of 
the park for Puppets in the Park for Saturday, October 14, 2000 or Saturday, October 
28, 2000.  Ms. Kelley seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

4. The Shikellamy School District has issued an invitation to borough officials to attend 
the Dedication Ceremony and Open House at the Priestley Elementary School on 
October 15, 2000.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he would attend. 

5. Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the resignation from Michelle L. Hartford, a part-time 
patrol officer, effective October 23, 2000.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  Ms. Hartford’s resignation was accepted with regret.  Mr. Wolfe 
asked that a letter of appreciation be sent to her.  Mr. Redington offered to write the 
letter. 

6. The Public Safety Committee will complete the Survey for the Pennsylvania-
American Water Company. 

7. A letter was received from PG Energy regarding Housels Run Pipeline.  Mr. Wolfe 
signed the letter, acknowledging its receipt. 

8. A request was received from Nancy Sassaman for permission to post signs in the park 
for the Trinity United Church’s bazaar on November 3 & 4.  The signs will be placed 
two weeks in advance.  A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer, and seconded by Mr. 
Wolfe to permit the signs in the park.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

9. Mr. Wolfe announced that SEDA-Cog would like to schedule a meeting of the Flood 
Mitigation Committee.  Several possible dates were discussed.  The meeting was set 
for Tuesday, October 24, 2000 at 7:00 p.m.  The borough office will contact the 
members of the committee who were not at the council meeting. 

10. Deniel Rovenolt, the intern with the borough office, contacted the Center for Local 
Government Services and spoke with Mr. Ken Johnson to ask if the tapes that are 
used for recording the borough council meetings are public records.  Mr. Johnson 
stated that if the tapes are purchased with borough funds, they are public property, but 
the tape is not part of the public record.  A record does not become a public record 
until the council approves it.  The Open Records Law talks about approved minutes 
being public record, but not tapes.  He advised that the borough deny access to the 
minutes until they are approved, and not to give out tapes or allow copies to be made 
of the tapes.   Mr. Johnson also recommended that the tapes be destroyed or reused 
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once the minutes have been approved.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion that, effective 
immediately, the tapes be destroyed after the minutes are approved.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the borough has passed a motion to 
keep the tapes for one year.  Mrs. Brosius objects to destroying the tapes because 
minutes from former council meetings had obtained errors concerning statements she 
had made.  It was necessary to review the tapes to have the record set straight.  
Anyone may tape the council meeting.  Mrs. Brosius recalled that it was necessary to 
review a tape concerning a question on a storm water issue.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
tapes should not be destroyed or reused until after the official record is approved.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, and Ms. Kelley voted yes; 
Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 4-2.   

11. Mr. Ditton asked about the lease for ground at the car dealer on Water Street.  No 
permanent structures are on the property.  Atty. Best’s advise that the borough 
consult DEP was taken under advisement.   

12. Ms. Kelley asked about the contract with Cargill Salt.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the 
contract was signed.   

13. The Ordinance Committee meeting is scheduled for October 10, 2000 at 6:00 p.m. 
14. A Personnel Committee meeting is scheduled for October 9, 2000 at 4:00 p.m.  The 

meetings will be advertised in The Daily Item.   
15. Ms. Kelley announced that three seminars are available for anyone to attend.  They 

include Planning Commissioner, Zoning Officials, and SubDivision Review.  A Penn 
DOT seminar is available on November 8th if anyone is interested in attending.  The 
borough crew will be asked if anyone is interested in attending a seminar on the 12th.  
Mr. Redington spoke to a representative about the PennDOT partnering program, 
highway specific training for the street crew.  The representative will get back to Mr. 
Redington. 

16. The Property Committee discussed the snow blower.  It was suggested that the 
company in Allenwood come down and train the crew to operate the blower.  

17. Mrs. Groninger stated that eight garbage haulers have paid the borough $25 for 
garbage permits.  Waste Management has refused to pay a permit fee.  Mrs. 
Groninger suggested contacting the other garbage haulers to obtain prices on having 
the borough garbage hauled away.  

18. Mr. Bowersox made a motion that the borough crew be instructed to use the 
snowblower to remove the snow from the curb out to the traffic lane if there is an 
excessive snowfall of six inches or more.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

19. Mr. Wolfe asked if leaf pickup was scheduled.  Mr. Bowersox stated that it could be 
started anytime. 

 
Council went into Executive Session at 9:35 p.m. to discuss personnel issues and 
litigation.  The meeting was reconvened at 9:56 p.m.  The issues discussed were the 
Teamsters Contract and a litigation settlement. 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay for one half of the additional cost for the pipe for the 
Joseph Hayter property.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Bowersox, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton voted yes; Mrs. Groninger and Mr. 
Wolfe voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 
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Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

 October 17, 2000     7:00 PM 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe at 7:00 p.m.            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Ms. Sue Kelley, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, and Mr. Tom Slodysko.  Others 
present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Larry Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, 
Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The visitors present 
introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. George Coxe, the former borough tax collector, spoke about the tax increase of six mills that 
the council is considering.  He feels that the increase is too high for the elderly.  According to 
Mr. Coxe, the millage rate in Point Township is 18 mills.  Mr. Coxe feels that the borough 
should enact an occupation tax or add a flat tax per citizen.  Mr. Coxe  questioned the number of 
homeowners in the borough.  He feels that it will cost the average homeowner $300.00 or more.  
Mr. Coxe provided a list of occupation assessments to the council.  The senior citizens would all 
be in the unemployed category.  Mr. Wolfe stated that council is considering charging fees for 
inspecting rental properties.   
Mr. Jack Snyder, the current tax collector, stated that council was approached years ago about 
requiring that the owner of a rental property inform the borough when a new tenant moves into 
the rental property.  These people would then be added to the tax roles for per capita taxes.  He 
stated that more and more properties are being purchased for rental purposes.  Other 
communities are enforcing stricter codes and Mr. Snyder feels that properties in Northumberland 
are being purchased for rentals because the borough does not have these strict ordinances.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
• Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, explained to the council that anyone who 

purchases a property for rental purposes, is to provide off-street parking for the tenants 
according to the ordinances.  If the code officer knows that a property is being rented, he can 
contact the owner and see that the codes are enforced.  Currently, Mr. Ruane has no way of 
knowing if a property is being purchased as a rental property. 

• At the October 3, 2000 council meeting, council requested that Mr. Ruane make 
recommendations regarding Zoning Hearings.  He has met with code officers from Milton 
and Sunbury.  Mr. Ruane recommended a fee of $300 per hearing to cover the costs for a 
Zoning Hearing.  The Zoning Board’s solicitor, Atty. Brosius, would assume the 
responsibility of advertising for the hearing, and obtaining and paying for a stenographer.  
Currently the borough does not charge a fee for a Zoning Hearing. 

• Mr. Ruane met with Mr. Jim Gerdun, the architect from PWCampbell who is overseeing the 
construction for the Northumberland National Bank addition.  Local contractors are being 
hired for the bank project, which could begin next week.  Mr. Redington stated that the bank, 
through the contractor, is seeking permission to close a portion of Wheatley Avenue for one 
to two months.  The addition to the bank is being constructed adjacent to Wheatley Avenue, 
and they feel that they will need to dig across approximately one half of Wheatley Avenue to 
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excavate safely.  Fasold Brothers will still have access to the rear of their building.  One lane 
of traffic can be open in case of an emergency.  Pedestrian traffic will be permitted.  
Emergency services will need to be made aware of the construction and take alternate routes 
during this time.  Mr. Ruane said that the bank plans to pave the street. 

• Mr. Shaffer made a motion to permit the alley to be closed, and stipulated that the bank is to 
be responsible for full restoration to the alley in a method that is OCEA approved.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Council also decided that if the storm water drain is 
affected, it should be corrected.  Roll call vote.  All - Ayes. 

• Mr. Bowersox made a motion to charge $300.00 for each Zoning Board Appeal Hearing.  An 
Appeal Hearing is necessary for a variance or exception.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Atty. Best advised that a resolution be adopted.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion until the 
November 6, 2000 council meeting, at which time Atty. Best will have a resolution prepared. 

 
Old Business 
1. The final drawings for the additions to the Recycling Building have been received from 

Larson Design Group, Inc.  The borough can proceed with advertising for the bids.  The bid 
deadline was set for 4:30 p.m. November 20, 2000.  The opening of the bids will be 
November 21, 2000 during the regularly scheduled council meeting. 

2. Council gave permission for Mr. Redington to advertise a public hearing regarding the 
Second Street School for grant purposes.  Mr. Wolfe announced that the borough will receive 
$175,000 from the state, thanks in part to Representative Phillips and Mr. Redington.  The 
money should be received by the end of the year.  The council plans that this money will be 
used for the purchase of the school, a new roof and heating system.  Council had approved 
advertising for bids for the roofing at a prior meeting.  Borough crew workers have patched 
areas on the roof that have been leaking.  An employee of the Shikellamy School District will 
meet with the borough crew concerning heating the building.  The school district did not 
clean the building, but with the construction of the Haunted House, volunteers have done 
some cleaning in the building.  The dumpster has been emptied once at a charge of $90.00.   

3. Pineknotter Park Project Update  
• Mr. Bowersox made a motion to adopt a Resolution J.  This resolution is needed to apply 

for a grant from the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources for the Borough 
of Northumberland Pineknotter Park Recreation Area Rehabilitation and Recreation 
Planning Project.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

• Mr. Wolfe announced that at the last meeting, the council voted to accept a bid for the 
Pineknotter Park Project, even though the borough does not have money to complete the 
project.  The contractor will not be able to complete the project until the spring because it 
is too late in the year to seed the property.  The council discussed its options in resolving 
this issue.  Mr. Ditton questioned why the council had been informed that the ground at 
Furman’s was no longer available.  This was the information Larson’s had received from 
Furman’s and the reason they had looked for ground elsewhere.  The bid had included the 
costs of hauling the material from the Mt. Carmel area.  The contractor reduced the bid 
by $21,600.00 because the material would be hauled from Furman’s instead of Mt. 
Carmel.    

• Mr. Ditton asked if the borough had to award the contract if the contractor states that he 
cannot fulfill the contract and complete the seeding this year.  Mr. Bowersox stated that 
all contracts are let under weather conditions, therefore the contractor is not refusing to 
honor the contract by seeding in the spring.  Atty. Best concurred. 

• Mrs. Klopp asked why the borough would approve a bid if they have no money.  Mr. 
Bowersox stated that no money had been budgeted for Pineknotter Park in last year’s 
budget by that borough council and the state is requiring that this work be done.  Mr. 
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Bowersox stated that a bond could have been floated.  Mr. Shaffer said that everyone had 
voted to adopt the 2000 budget.   

• Mrs. Brosius stated that DEP approved Pineknotter Park fifteen years ago, but are now 
requiring that the borough provide additional ground cover to the dump area.   

• Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough could obtain a loan for $100,000 this year and budget 
for the remainder of the cost in the 2001 budget.  Payments will be required in thirty days 
and sixty days.  The $40,000.00 for the seeding will be needed in the spring.   

• Mr. Daddario said that this project should have been included in the budget several years 
ago when the problem arose and never was.  Mr. Bowersox suggested that the borough 
obtain a price for sod for the area.  Mr. Redington is applying for a grant for the 
playground area.  This money cannot be used for the current project.   

• Mr. Wolfe stated that a Northumberland National Bank representative would be at the 
Finance Committee meeting tomorrow evening.  Mr. Shaffer asked if any existing line 
items were being cut in the 2001 budget to pay for this project.  Mr. Shaffer said that the 
borough could obtain alternate funding if it is necessary to borrow more than the 
$100,000.00.  The process would take two to three months, and would not jeopardize the 
2001 budget.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he had hoped to budget money for a contingency 
account.  Instead, that money that will be designated for Pineknotter Park.  None of the 
existing line items in the 2001 budget would be cut.   

• Mr. Dave Walters, of Larson Design Group, Inc.,  is preparing the contract with the 
reduced costs for the hauling of the material.  The office will contact Mr. Walters to 
obtain the contract before the November 6th meeting.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the issue until the 
November 6, 2000 meeting.  Discussion was held to have a special meeting before 
November 6th to resolve this issue.   

• A special meeting to discuss the Pineknotter Park project was set for October 23, 2000 at 
6:00 p.m.  Mr. Walters will be contacted and asked to be present for this meeting.  The 
meeting, which is open to the public, will be advertised.  

4. Mr. Ditton asked that an advertisement be placed in the Daily Item announcing a Personnel 
Committee meeting.  The committee will meet with the representatives of the Teamsters 
Union on October 23, 2000 at 4:00 p.m.  This meeting is closed to the public. 

5. Mr. Wolfe announced that a Finance Committee Meeting is scheduled for October 18, 2000 
at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the 2001 budget.    

6. Street Committee Report 
• Atty. Best completed the legal terminology for Resolution H, Detail of Base Replacement 

over Pipe Trench, which had been adopted at the October 6, 2000 meeting.  Mr. Wolfe 
read and signed the resolution. 

• A resolution and deed of dedication for the Priestley Avenue extension are needed to 
apply for Liquid Fuel Funds.  Atty. Best will have the documents prepared for the 
November 6, 2000 council meeting. 

• Mr. Wolfe asked when the Strawbridge Road project would begin.  Mr. Bowersox stated 
that HRI is completing a job on Route 11 and will begin on Strawbridge this week or 
next. 

7. Mr. Shaffer reported that the Public Safety Committee met last week.  Several issues were 
discussed.  
• The Fire Authority proposal has been tabled pending further action on the part of the Fire 

Board obtaining unanimous support from the fire companies.   
• The Fire Police received a $20,000 state grant to purchase a new vehicle.  They are 

looking at a Suburban and would like permission to store the vehicle at the Rescue 
Building.  The Suburban will replace the Fire Police van that is currently in use.   
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• Mr. Ditton asked why council had been informed that both fire companies were in favor 
of the Fire Authority.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the fire companies had approved the 
authority and had sent their representatives to the Fire Board.  The Fire Board voted to 
form the Fire Authority.  The No. 1 Fire Department met the night before the Public 
Safety Committee meeting and voted not to form a Fire Authority at this time.  A letter 
was sent to the borough council explaining this decision.   

• Mr. Bowersox told the rest of the council that a newsman from Channel 16 was in the 
borough office today for information regarding a newscast about the No. 1’s.   

• Mr. Wolfe stated that he feels that the concept of a Fire Authority is a good one if every 
fire company and every council member were in favor of the Fire Authority.  However, at 
the current time, five council members would be needed to support the authority.  This is 
due to the fact that Mayor Wetzel has publicly announced that he would veto the 
formation of a Fire Authority, and five votes are required to override a veto.  Mr. 
Bowersox stated that he had asked for audited financial statements from both companies 
and that neither company supplied audited financial statements.   

• The Public Safety Committee also discussed the hiring of a sixth police officer.  The 
unfilled, full-time position is currently in the budget.  After consulting with the solicitor, 
the previous case of a possible lawsuit is no longer a factor.  The borough has accepted a 
federal grant with the justice department to finance the position.  In addition, a part-time 
officer has recently resigned, and that position was also funded by a federal grant and 
should be replaced.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the proposed 2001 police budget includes the 
amount of $31,000 for a sixth police officer.  He explained that if the council does not 
vote to hire a sixth police officer, the borough would be required to pay Ms. Spigelmeyer, 
the officer hired under the COPS grant, an additional dollar an hour.  The borough would 
also need to repay the grant money that has been received toward her salary, between 
$14,000 and $17,000.  Mr. Shaffer cautioned that by returning the grant money, the 
borough would be jeopardizing future grants for personnel, equipment, and special 
services with the justice department.  The borough does not qualify as a distressed 
community.  Atty. Best clarified the situation; the Cope case is not closed completely.  
However, Mr. Cope failed to avail himself of the right to sue the borough for 
handicapped discrimination.  His Worker’s Compensation case is closed.  He could still 
raise a Heart and Lung Claim with the borough, but has not done so to this date.  Atty. 
Best feels that the concern of future liability with Mr. Cope is very slight at this time. Mr. 
Ditton stated that the personnel committee is recommending that the part-time police 
officer be replaced. He also recommended that the Finance Committee discuss whether to 
budget for the sixth police officer in the 2001 budget at the meeting on October 18.  Mr. 
Shaffer stated that the sixth officer is included in the 2000 budget.   

• Mr. Shaffer made a motion to fulfill the sixth full-time officer in the 2000 budget as it is 
currently funded.   Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton does not 
feel that another officer should be included in the budget until the Cope case is 
completely resolved.  Mrs. Groninger voiced concern that the borough would not be 
prepared if Mr. Cope should file another suit.  Mr. Shaffer stated that if Mr. Cope files a 
Heart and Lung case and wins, he would be required to reimburse the borough for the 
twenty-six weeks of pay that he received. Atty. Best agreed.  Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Slodysko and Mr. Shaffer voted yes;  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. 
Kelley, and Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion failed 2-5. 

• Mr. Bowersox made a motion that since the council voted not to hire the sixth police 
officer, the borough should return the grant money and pay Officer Kelly Spigelmeyer 
the additional dollar an hour.  The motion died for a lack of a second.  
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• Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the borough council hires a replacement, part-time police 
officer who would be paid with the part-time grant.  Ms. Kelley seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.   

• Mr. Ditton made a motion to obtain a new list from the Civil Service Commission for a 
part-time police officer.  Mr. Redington stated that the current eligibility list includes two 
names.  Once this list is exhausted, the council may request a new list from the Civil 
Service Commission.  The motion was withdrawn. 

• Mrs. Klopp asked if there was a reason not to hire a sixth full-time officer other than 
finances.  She was told no. 

8. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to adopt Resolution I for changing the description in the 
agreement with Northumberland County regarding the VFW building.  Mr. Slodysko 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Bowersox stated that under the original lease agreement, the 
county agreed to pay the utility bills.  The original lease agreement was read, as well as the 
addendum of September 15, 1998.  The county has not paid the borough for the utility bills.  
Mr. Wolfe asked for a roll call vote on the resolution.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Slodysko, Ms. 
Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Wolfe voted yes; Mr. Bowersox 
voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.  

9. Mr. Shaffer made a motion that an invoice is to be sent to the county for the utilities as 
agreed upon in the original lease agreement.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  

10. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to appoint Mr. Russell Meachum, currently an alternate to the 
Zoning Board, to the vacated term that expires on August 31, 2001.  Mr. Shaffer seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  The borough will advertise for residents interested in 
serving as alternates on the Zoning Board.  Atty. Eugene Brosius is the solicitor for the 
Zoning Board.  The next meeting of the Zoning Board is scheduled for Tuesday, October 31, 
2000 at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that there have been inaccurate statements about the 
Zoning Board in the newspaper; but the Daily Item will not publish letters from public 
officials to clarify the situation or state their opinions.  Mr. Wolfe would like the public to 
know that the council was acting on the advice of its legal council.  The borough had a board 
comprised of members who had not been appointed for a number of years.  The Zoning 
Board is not appointed for life like the Supreme Court.  Any member of the community 
should be allowed to actively seek a seat on the Zoning Board, the Borough Council, the 
Planning Commission, etc.  When the terms end, the members of the Zoning board need to 
be re-appointed, or new members appointed. Atty. Best read a letter that he wrote to 
President Bryan Wolfe, clarifying the position of the council’s process in appointing a new 
Zoning Board.  This letter is included in the records.  Atty. Best also read a letter, dated 
October 17, 2000, that he wrote to Mr. Herrold directing him to return the Zoning Board 
minute books to the Borough Office within ten days.  Mr. Herrold has refused to return the 
minute books to the borough office until he receives a copy of the tape of the September 19, 
2000 council meeting.  The borough does not have minutes of Zoning Board meetings for the 
past ten years, except for one meeting.   Mr. Herrold told Atty. Best that he does not have 
any other items in his possession, except for the minute books.  Mr. Wolfe stated that a 
number of people have asked him why Mr. Herrold’s daughter was not re-appointed to the 
Zoning Board.  Mr. Wolfe does not think that there was an effort not to reappoint her.  The 
solicitor was asked if it was legal for a father and daughter who live in the same house to 
serve on the Zoning Board.  He responded that it was legal; but whether or not it was ethical 
was another question.  Mrs. Groninger recommended that a locked filing cabinet be provided 
for the Zoning Board to store their minutes and materials since none of the Zoning Board 
members have keys to the office.  The cabinet could be placed in the hallway.  Several 
council members serve on the Planning Commission so they do have access to the office.    
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New Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2000 Council 

Meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
2. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay the bills and to transfer money from the General 

Contingency Account to the UDAG Account to pay for the street sweeper payment.  Mr. 
Slodysko seconded the motion.  The total of bills from the General Fund is $13,285.85.  The 
bills to be paid with Liquid Fuel Account total $2,282.99, the Liberty Pool bills total 
$119.52, and the bills from the Parks and Recreation Account total $7,491.72.  Other bills to 
be paid total $167.01.  Roll call vote – all ayes.   

3. A bill was received from L/B Water Service for $2,484.00 for pipe that was installed at the 
Hayter property.  The council had voted at a prior meeting to pay $602.82 toward this 
expense, which is one half of the additional cost of the pipe.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion that 
the borough pay one half of the additional amount, $602.82, to L/B Water Service and a 
letter be included instructing them to bill Mr. Hayter for the remaining amount.  Mr. 
Slodysko seconded the motion. Roll call vote – all ayes. 

4. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to reappoint Mr. William Roll to the Civil Service Commission 
for six-year term ending October 31, 2006.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  The other members of the Civil Service Commission are Mrs. Hope Kopf 
and Mr. Roger Johnson. 

5. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the exonerations received from the Statewide Tax 
Recovery, Inc. for Teri Boyle (duplicate bill) and Francis Baker (paid in Ralpho Township).  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

6. Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve traffic control on Duke Street for the Tree of Love 
dedication service at SUN Home Health Services on December 12, 2000.  Mr. Wolfe 
seconded the motion.  SUN Home had request that traffic be re-routed.  Council did not feel 
this would be necessary and felt that traffic control for the fifteen-minute duration of the 
ceremony would suffice.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  A letter will be sent to SUN Home 
informing them of the decision.  

7. PennDOT Meetings regarding the Route 15 bypass are scheduled for December 6 at Tedd’s 
on the Hill, from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m., and at the Selinsgrove Middle School from       
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

8. Mrs. Groninger moved to purchase floor mats for the borough building, and discontinue 
obtaining the mats through the Tri-State Laundry Service.  Ms. Kelley seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.     

9. Mrs. Groninger has obtained a list of the street cuts that are in need of repair.  Mr. Bowersox 
questioned what the stipulations were in the former ordinances pertaining to street cuts.  Mrs. 
Groninger suggested that the borough request that the utilities repair the street cuts. She told 
the council that the leaf picker is out and running.  Because the street crew is extremely busy, 
Mrs. Groninger asked that the crew be given written requests, in advance whenever possible, 
so the crew can plan their work. 

10. Mr. Bowersox informed the council members Light and Heigle Associates has billed the 
borough $271.00 for as-built drawings for the Priestley Avenue Extension.  Mr. Bowersox 
spoke with Mr. Alan Ziegler regarding the bill because he had understood that the drawings 
were to be included as part of the contract. This had been discussed at a meeting held at 
Emmanuel Homes with the engineer and Emmanuel Homes.  Mr. Bowersox told Mr. Ziegler 
that the bill would be turned over to the solicitor.  

11. Mr. Shaffer told the council that the library has a problem with water coming down Front 
Street and crossing the sidewalk to the double doors of the library because the curbing is not 
high enough on the Front Street.  Mr. Bowersox thought that at one time a driveway was at 
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the back of the library and there may be a depressed curb.  Mr. Bowersox also stated that 
PennDOT owns up to the curb.  Mr. Shaffer requested that the Street Committee speak with 
the librarian.  

12. Mrs. Groninger stated that the council owes Mr. Bowersox gratitude for having Eastern 
Industries come back to raise the manholes and inlets on Duke Street. Mr. Bowersox said 
that the intersection adjustments along Duke Street are not level and collect water. He has 
requested that the borough walk the final inspection with Penn DOT.  Mr. Shaffer questioned 
if the curbs were to be cut back at the corner of King and Water Streets when the new traffic 
lights are installed.  Ms. Kelly said that she did not think PennDOT was planning to widen 
the street.  

13. Mr. Ditton suggested that the borough thank Gretchen Brosius for obtaining the new benches 
in the park.  A letter will be sent.  Mr. Wolfe said that the Improvement Committee is 
working on obtaining new signs for entrances to the borough. 

14. A letter has been received from Larson Design Group regarding the cracks in the Liberty 
Pool.  They are common shrinkage cracks and no repairs are needed or recommended. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
November 6, 2000     7:00 PM 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe.            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, Ms. Sue Kelley, 
Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, and Mrs. Judith Groninger.  Others present 
were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Borough Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority Superintendent, Mr. Larry 
Redington, Chief of Police, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The guests 
present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
• Mrs. Patty Young commented about the work that was completed at the railroad 

underpass.  The concrete walls were checked by a specialist and pronounced 
hazardous and in need of major repair.  The railroad has stated that the underpass is 
PennDOT’s responsibility.  PennDOT claims that it is the railroad’s responsibility.  
Mrs. Young recommends that the borough write to the PUC about the situation.  
Plans are to paint the railing and cement in the spring, according to Mrs. Young.  Mr. 
Bowersox made a motion that Norfolk and Southern Railroad be notified to correct 
the situation of the decaying abutments, requesting the concrete be cored, and have 
the compression test taken on the core to prove that the underpass is structurally 
sound.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• ButterKrust Baking Company                                                                                  
Atty. Roger Wiest, introduced Mr. James Apple and Mr. John Apple, principals with 
the ButterKrust Baking Company.  Atty. Wiest informed the council members about 
an expansion project that is being planned by ButterKrust.  The company is proposing 
to use the property at 5th and Hanover Streets to bake bread and rolls.  ButterKrust 
purchased the building from CVS in 1991.  Atty. Wiest explained that normally a 
manufacturing use is not allowed in an R-2 area.  Because the warehouse existed 
prior to the adoption of the zoning ordinance, it represents a nonconforming use, 
exempting it from normal zoning regulations.  Article 15 in the Borough Ordinance 
does not either authorize or prohibit a change of a noncomforming use.  Therefore, 
there is no change under the ordinances, in their opinion, if ButterKrust uses the 
building for warehousing, frozen storage, or baking.  They have used the warehouse 
since 1991 for warehousing and frozen storage.  Part of the current expansion could 
include a baking process.  Atty. Wiest invited the council members to ask questions 
or offer comments regarding the expansion.  Mr. Shaffer asked if potential 
employment growth existed with this expansion.  Initially, approximately 15 to 20 
jobs will be created, according to Atty. Wiest.  The potential exists for additional 
employees in the future.  Atty. Best’s legal opinion was that the council does not need 
to act upon this proposal at this time.  Atty. Wiest assured the council that the 
proposed expansion will comply with all aspects of the zoning ordinances.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that he welcomes the additional jobs in the town.  Atty. Wiest explained 
that their visit was a courtesy to inform the council in advance of the company’s 
plans.  He added that if the council voiced opposition to the company’s expansion, 
the company would not proceed.  But they are hoping for approval.  Mrs. Groninger 
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commended the company, describing them as good neighbors, and thanked their 
drivers for being considerate while operating Holsum trucks on Fifth Street.  Mrs. 
Groninger’s opinion was that Northumberland welcomes companies like Holsum to 
our town.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to support ButterKrust in their endeavor.  
Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on the activity for the month of October.  He exhibited a form, 
developed by Deniel Rovenolt, the borough intern, that will be posted on properties 
whose owners request a zoning variance.  Mr. Ruane was given permission to obtain 
zoning and code books needed for upcoming classes and tests.  He has also attended the 
Zoning Board Meetings, which are held on the last Tuesday of each month. 
Mr. Ruane reported on the activity for the month as street inspector.  The work has been 
completed on Strawbridge Road, Buchanan Street, and the trench at the Kiwanis 
Building.  The work on Fourth Street should be completed in two more weeks.   
Mr. Bowersox made a motion that Mr. Ruane’s pay be increased to $10.50 per hour 
beginning October 23rd for his work as street inspection supervisor.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Mr. Dan Yaple announced that the Sewer Authority has completed its work on North 
Avenue and will be starting on Strawbridge Road soon.  They have patched the 
intersections at Fourth and Orange Streets and Fourth and Hanover Streets.  The 
contractor for the Strawbridge Road project is Glen O. Hawbaker. 
 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Bryan Wolfe made a motion to adopt Resolution L, approving the Point 

Township Act 537 Plan Update.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  According to Mr. 
Yaple, the sewer plant is able to accept the additional sewage.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

2. Mr. Wolfe announced that the first ward residents will be voting at the Second Street 
School.  There had been some confusion as to the name of the building listed in the 
newspaper.  The Northumberland Community Center and the Second Street School 
are the same building.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to change the name of the Second 
Street School to the Northumberland Community Center.  Others felt that council 
should wait until the committee completes its work and brings its recommendations 
to council.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion. 

3. Mr. Redington announced that profits from the Haunted House total about $4800.00 
for the Parks and Recreation Committee.  He said that the high school student 
volunteers were instrumental in helping the committee.  Mr. Shaffer estimated that 
2,200 to 2,300 people attended.  A special thank you was given Mr. Greg Carl for his 
assistance in creating the Haunted House.   

4. The Second Street School Committee recommended that a public meeting regarding 
the Second Street School be held on December 19, 2000.  Mr. Redington informed 
the council that there is no heat at the school.  A boiler specialist will look at the 
boiler on Wednesday at 5:30 and if possible, the heat will be started.  The bids have 
not yet been advertised for the roof.  The patching has held up thus far.  Mr. 
Redington said that the report provided to the council members from the Shikellamy 
School District reveals the location of asbestos that is in the school. 
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5. Pineknotter Park Project - Mr. Dave Walters, of Larson Design Group, Inc. told 
council that he spoke with Brian Hurst of Gutelius Excavating, Inc.  They are in the 
process of obtaining the performance bonds and insurance certificates and will return 
the contracts to Larson’s.  Mr. Hurst requested written notification that “top soil” is 
not required at Pineknotter Park.  He did not give a start date.  Mr. Bowersox 
recommended that the proctor be mixed and tested before the work is started.  Mr. 
Walters said that the contractor would mix the proctor.  Mr. Ditton asked why it has 
taken so long to begin this project.  Mr. Walters said that Furman Foods had informed 
Larson’s that the ground was no longer available so it was necessary to search for 
other ground.  He offered to research the information for the council.   Mr. Shaffer 
asked when the work would begin.  The notice to proceed will be issued as soon as 
Gutelius has signed the contract, the performance and payment bonds are 
appropriately signed, and the insurance bonds are accurate.  The time frame to review 
these items should take one day, providing no problems arise.  Mrs. Groninger asked 
what would happen if the ground becomes frozen.  Mr. Bowersox said that there 
should be no reason to delay the project due to cold weather providing the first course 
is spread before the ground is frozen.  Mr. Walters believes Gutelius wants to start the 
work as soon as possible and that the borough does have recourse.  The contractor has 
fifteen days to return the contract and bond documents.  Mr. Wolfe announced that 
the council had voted at a special meeting to accept a $100,000 loan from Snyder 
County Trust.  This is a fixed loan at 5.85% for ten years, an approximate $1,100 per 
month payment.  Since there may have been a conflict of interest when the vote was 
taken, Mr. Wolfe asked that council vote again.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to obtain 
the $100,000 loan from Snyder County Trust.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, and Mr. Shaffer 
voted aye;  Mrs. Groninger abstained.  Motion passed 5-0, with one abstension. 

6. Street Committee Report 
♦ The borough is on Eastern Industry’s list to obtain anti-skid at a cost of $8.50 per ton, 

if needed. 
♦ Mr. Bowersox obtained a price for 2-A material to do the pipe work.  The cost is 

$4.80 per ton, or $6.80 per ton, delivered.  The amount needed is 50 to 100 tons. 
♦ Mr. Bowersox has prices to be approved for the inlets and pipes.  The price for 1,000 

feet of 24-inch, PennDOT approved, smooth core plastic pipe, at $8.65 per linear 
foot, would total $9,082.50.  The price for 500 feet of 18-inch PVC pipe, at $5.75 per 
linear foot, would total $3018.75.  The price for 500 feet of 15-inch plastic pipe at 
$3.85 per linear foot would total $1995.00.  The total cost for the pipe would be 
approximately $14,100.  The total cost for the seventeen inlets is estimated at $8,940.  
The lowest prices for the pipe were obtained from Fry’s Plastics.  Mr. Bowersox 
spoke with a PennDOT representative regarding renting labor and equipment.  He 
stated that Force Accounts are for projects where a price cannot be obtained in 
advance because the depth of the pipes cannot be determined until the work is begun. 
Mr. Bowersox said that if the borough pays fifty-one percent of the bill, the work may 
be put out on a Force Account.  Atty. Best’s opinion is that the borough cannot rent 
labor and equipment.  Atty. Best was requested to contact Mr. Don Free of PennDOT.  
Mr. Bowersox stated that the Blue Book provides costs of equipment and drivers for 
Force Account work.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve putting the pipe and 
inlets out for bid.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

♦ Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance No. 2000-4, Curb Cut Ordinance.  Mr. Bowersox stated 
that instead of a curb cut, the term should be removal and replacement of depressed 
curb.  Mr. Bowersox recommended that the width of the driveway should be fifteen 
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feet, considering the radius of entering and exiting the driveway.  Council discussed 
what the minimum width of driveways should be.  Mr. Wolfe asked that the Street 
Committee make recommendations regarding driveway widths at the next meeting. 

♦ Mr. Wolfe tabled the reading of Resolution K, Fees for Curb Cuts, until the Street 
Committee recommends the driveway widths for Ordinance 2000-4. 

7. Finance Committee Report 
• Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee met today and is close to approving the 

2001 budget.  At the last meeting, the committee approved hiring a sixth police 
officer under the COPS grant at a salary of $31,091.  If the sixth police officer is not 
hired, the cost to the borough would be more next year because the grant would have 
to be repaid.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to hire the sixth police officer for the fiscal 
year 2001.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger questioned the 
additional costs for benefits.  The uniform allowance is $400; the reimbursement for 
eye/ dental care is $400; hospitalization would be $2,319 for a single person or 
$6,034 for someone with a family. The total cost would be between approximately 
$34,000 to $37,000 per year.  Mr. Redington stated that an additional officer would 
reduce the overtime required to cover the shifts.  Overtime to cover court hearings 
would still be necessary.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted yes; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 

• Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough has a major expense at Pineknotter Park for which 
past councils have failed to budget.  Next year, approximately $100,000 will be 
needed for this expense.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the Finance Committee has met 
many times to work on the budget and the borough is limited in how it can raise 
revenue to pay for the expenses, including the money necessary to pay for the 
Pineknotter Park project.  The millage rate for general purpose use has been approved 
by the Finance Committee and includes a one mill increase.  One mill is equal to 
approximately $13,000.  The cost for GHP for the borough employees is increasing 
for 2001.  The committee has also approved a five mill tax increase, called the Street 
Improvement Fee.  This increase must be approved by one of the Northumberland 
County judges.  Atty. Best is writing the petition for the millage increase to be 
presented to the Northumberland County Judge. 

• Since the borough is limited in how it can incur additional revenues to pay for the 
Pineknotter Park, a project that is required to be completed by DEP, the Finance 
Committee has preliminarily approved the inclusion of three different types of fees.  
The first is a “Moving In and Inspection Fee”.  When an apartment is vacated, and 
prior to a new renter moving in, the code enforcement officer will inspect the 
apartment unit at a fee of $125.00.  Each year, the landlord will be charged a $25.00 
“Rental Fee” for each unit.  If the unit was inspected as part of the Moving In fee, the 
Rental Fee will not apply.  Also instituted was a “Violation Fee” of $250.00 per 
violation, if the landlord does not comply.  The Violation Fee doubles for each 
violation.  Atty. Best is drafting an ordinance pertaining to these fees.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that the Daily Item failed to report that many of the apartment buildings in the 
borough had been family homes.  There is a concern that some apartment buildings in 
the borough are not safe and need to be inspected.  Mr. Wolfe does not think that 
Northumberland is unique in that other communities have instituted or have 
considered instituting similar inspections.  Mr. Shaffer added that Sunbury has an 
inspection program for their rental properties; Lewisburg is implementing a policy.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that currently 418 rental units are in the borough, 36 of these are in 
the mid-rise. These units do not include double houses, where the landlord lives on 
one side and rents out the other.  Other issues to be decided are boarding houses and 
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renting to relatives. Atty. Best advised that the borough could exempt non-profit 
landlords.  Mr. Charles Snyder asked if any council member owns a rental.  Mr. 
Shaffer has owned rental properties.  He feels that rentals should be inspected 
because some are not safe.  He has been in rental units where extension cords were 
plugged into a single receptacle in the ceiling to power units in the room.  Mr. Snyder 
asked why the borough must charge a fixed fee if the property is up to code.  He was 
told that the borough does not know if the property is approved until it has been 
inspected. Mr. Shaffer feels that the absentee landlords create the problem. The 
borough has a code officer to enforce the ordinances and is now implementing a fee. 
Mr. Snyder suggested that the landlord should be penalized if he does not maintain 
the property.  Landlords who maintain their properties should not have to pay $125 
for an inspection if no violations are found.  Mrs. Groninger noted that landlords are 
self-employed business people because they rent for a profit.  Atty. Best stated that 
landlords do not pay occupation tax since rental income is a passive income.  These 
fees could be passed on to the tenant.  Mr. Don Frye stated that new tenants must now 
pay two months rent and a security deposit in advance and pay the utilities.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that the landlords determine the amount of the security deposits.  This is 
the landlords’ requirements of the tenant.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the property 
owners would prefer to have property taxes raised.  At a previous meeting, people 
with fixed incomes attended the meeting to oppose a raise in the property taxes.  The 
council feels that the people who use the streets should contribute to their upkeep.  
This would include the renters.  The council is trying to find a fair way to fund the 
additional revenue necessary to pay the bills, including Pineknotter Park.  Other areas 
in the borough need to be addressed, such as the streets, the storm sewers, and 
curbing.  Ms. Kelley stated that the council is looking to revamp the borough 
ordinances because the fees are archaic.  Atty. Best stated that currently, the Code 
Enforcement Officer does not have the authority to inspect a property unless he 
receives a complaint.  The council wants to provide for inspections so problems can 
be identified.  Atty. Best will have an ordinance ready in two weeks.   Mr. Snyder 
requested that the council look into the inspection fees further before making a final 
decision.    

8. The borough is waiting for Northumberland County to approve the resolution 
changing the boundaries stipulated in the lease agreement regarding the VFW 
building on Water Street.  The chief clerk for Northumberland County has requested 
that the borough agree to end the lease agreement now rather than in 2002.  Since one 
stipulation agreed upon in the lease is that the county will pay the utility bills for the 
VFW, borough council is not in favor of an early end to the lease agreement.  Atty. 
Best was asked to send a letter to the County Commissioners requesting that a 
resolution approving an addendum to the lease agreement be adopted.  It was also 
requested that a copy of this letter be sent to DCNR.   

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of October 3, 2000.  Mr. 

Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the alternate position to the 
Zoning Board was advertised.  It was.  Mr. Wolfe would like the Parks and 
Recreation Board to provide a copy of its 2001 budget to the Finance Committee.  
Mrs. Groninger suggested that an outside committee should audit the accounts for the 
Parks and Recreation Board as standard good business practice.  Others agreed.  Roll 
call vote on the motion to approve the minutes – All ayes.    
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2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  The motion included additional bills that were not on the itemized sheets.  
The total amount due from the General Fund is $20,074.34; the Liquid Fuel account - 
$367.42; Liberty Pool account - $83.73; and the Parks and Recreation account - 
$117.85.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

3. Mr. Wolfe made a motion, seconded by Mr. Shaffer, to accept Judy Holdren’s 
resignation.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Bowersox moved to hire Silvia Bucher to 
clean the Borough Hall.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

4. The Tuckahoe Fire Company requested permission to use the Second Street School 
for training.  Mr. Redington will contact Mr. Crebs for more information.   

5. Ms. Kelley explained that PG Energy is extending a larger gas line through the 
borough.  They would like to install the line along the railroad, turn up Front Street to 
Wheatley Avenue, and turn down Wheatley Avenue to Priestley Avenue. The 
alternate routes traverse Third or Fourth Streets and Wheatley Avenue to Priestley 
Avenue.  The Street Committee met with PG Energy representatives and requested 
that the route continues along the railroad right-of-way, under Route 11, and turn up 
Priestley Avenue.  PG Energy has requested that the borough wave the street cut fee 
in exchange for their paying to pave the streets that are excavated.  The Sewer 
Authority has informed the PG Energy that large sewer lines extend down Wheatley 
Avenue and the Sewer Authority would not like to see this street be dug up.  Mrs. 
Groninger and Ms. Kelley prefer that the line be extended along the railroad instead 
of running it through the town. No lateral work is planned along this new line.  The 
twelve-inch main will reduce the pressure in the present lines.  The plans do not 
indicate the depth of the excavation. Ms. Kelley stated that a representative from PG 
Energy was expected to attend the council meeting.  Mr. Walters has looked at the 
plans, but there were no restoration details.  He will contact Mr. Kevin Marion, the 
representative from PG Energy, to obtain more information and report his findings to 
Mr. Bowersox.  The business owners in town were present to voice their disapproval 
of the gas line being run through the business district.  Mr. Charles Snyder, Mr. Don 
Frye, Mr. Jeff Fasold and Mrs. Laurie Berard are all opposed to this plan, especially 
during the Christmas season.  The council assured them that they are not interested in 
shutting the street down, especially at this time of year. 

6. Mr. Charles Snyder asked if the meters would be covered for the month of December.  
He is not in favor of covering the meters.  The bank employees have been provided 
with a lot, but several of them are parking on King and Front Streets.  Tenants living 
in the area park on the streets when the meters are covered.  The business owners 
present stated that it is difficult for their customers to find parking spaces.  Mr. Wolfe 
asked for a motion to cover the parking meters.  No motion was offered. 

7. Mr. Dave Walters stated that the painting of the pool is to be completed by Keister’s 
to finish the contract.  They cannot paint it any more this year, because of the 
weather.  The cost to paint the floor and the walls was approximately $3,400.  Mr. 
Walters will speak with Mr. Slodysko. 

8. Mr. Redington is working on a grant application for lights at Pineknotter Park. DEP 
would like a plan sheet showing where the poles would be located and a PPC 
(polution prevention control) plan, which addresses odor and leachate.  The cost for 
Larson Designs to draw up the PPC plan is $2,000 to $3,000.  Mr. Redington stated 
that the chances of obtaining the grant look good and money has been budgeted in the 
grant to pay for the PPC plan.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the expense for 
the PPC plan.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, 
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Mr. Bowersox, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton voted yes; Mr. Wolfe voted 
no.  Motion passed 5-1. 

9. The Flood Mitigation Committee met with SEDA-COG.  Letters and questionaires 
are being sent to owners of properties that lie in the flood plain.  A surveying team 
will be visiting these properties.  An article will be in the newspaper regarding this 
project.  A public meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2001. 

10. Mrs. Groninger asked if the Priestley Avenue Extension work has been prepared so 
the borough can obtain Liquid Fuels funds for the street.  A deed of dedication must 
be recorded as well as an ordinance to accept the street.  Atty. Best is working on this 
ordinance and obtaining a deed. 

11. The cost for the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Fund for the police for 2000 is 
$21,144.  A check for $14,801.36 has been received from the state towards this cost.  
The plan includes the active and retired police officers.  A representative of the 
PMRS is to meet with council members to explain the pension plan.  The council had 
been told that the borough would be reimbursed by the state for the funds, however, 
the reimbursement for 2000 does not cover the entire amount. 

12. Penn DOT has conducted a vehicle count on Front Street between Hanover and 
Wallace Avenue. The daily traffic volume was 11,227 vehicles.  Mr. Shaffer asked 
why the count was not taken between Orange and King Streets, which would have 
reflected the cars that turn onto Front Street from Prince, Hanover, and Orange 
Streets.  PennDOT had been asked to count the cars at that area as well as further 
north on Front Street to obtain the increase in the amount of traffic from the borough 
streets.  The traffic count was conducted at one location on Front Street and one 
location on Water Street. 

 
The council meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 9:35 p.m. and 
reconvened at 9:57 p.m.  Litigation and personnel issues were discussed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

November 21, 2000    
 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe at 7:00 p.m. 
            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, Mr. Tom 
Slodysko, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, and Mrs. Judith Groninger.  
Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
Mr. Dale Heim, representative from the Northumberland Housing Authority, Mr. Larry 
Redington, Chief of Police, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The five visitors 
in attendance introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Michael Daddario asked about covering the parking meters for the Christmas season.  
He commented that he would like to see the covers on the meters.  At the last meeting, 
several other business owners had requested that the council not cover the meters because 
residents and employees park on the street and the customers cannot find spaces to park.  
Mrs. Brosius asked if the council had heard from the Improvement Committee.  She felt 
that the covers that had been made for the meters could be used in another way since they 
decorated the downtown area.  Mr. Wolfe stated that council had not heard from the 
Improvement Committee regarding the parking meter covers.   
 
Mr. Wolfe thanked the council and mayor for the flowers, fish, and get well wishes he 
received while recuperating from surgery. 
 
Northumberland Housing Authority  
Mr. Dale Heim informed the council that the Housing Authority has met with the County 
Commissioners, the County Planning Office, Representative Merle Phillips, and the 
Housing Corporation. The local officials have endorsed the project.  The Housing 
Authority has submitted a proposal for financing through DCED and is waiting for the 
results of that proposal. If a grant is obtained, the prevailing wage rate will be required, 
which will increase the cost of construction by approximately thirty percent (30%) over 
the cost if private financing is obtained.  Mr. Heim explained the preliminary plans for 
the building, which include thirty apartments.  The building will also have a community 
room, a kitchen and a library.  The exterior of the building will be a mix of vinyl siding 
and brick.  The design of the building and the layout of the apartments are basically the 
same as the Lewis Building.  Mr. Heim said the authority’s architect, Mr. Gary Wolfe, 
estimated a building construction figure of 1.75 million dollars.  This figure does not 
include the additional site work.  Mr. Heim agreed to attend the Zoning Board Meeting 
on November 28 to discuss the plans.  He estimated the completion date to be in 2002.      
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Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
♦ Mr. Ruane reported that the borough has received complaints from a resident about 

sidewalks throughout the town.  He has reviewed the ordinances and does not believe 
they are enforceable because the codes do not define a “hazardous condition”.  Mr. 
Ruane suggested that the council adopt standards to be followed.   

♦ The City of Sunbury requires that individuals go to the city office and sign written 
complaints instead of calling with complaints.  Mr. Ruane feels that this requirement 
may eliminate some of the calls that are made to the office.     

♦ Mr. Ruane said that he has been inspecting the construction on Fourth Street. 
 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe opened the bids for the additions to the Recycling Building.  Bids were 

received from M & E Construction, Zartman Construction, A & K Pole Buildings, G 
& R Charles Excavating LTD, and Brickhill Construction, Inc.  The apparent low 
bidders were G & R Charles Excavating LTD with a bid of $13,390.00 for the Bin 
Storage Shed, and Brickhill Construction, Inc. with a bid of $21,810.00 for the 
Dumpster Shed.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the issue until the specific bid requirements and 
funding are reviewed, and to discuss which project the Recycling Committee would 
prefer to have completed first, if the funding would cover only one project.  

2. Mr. Mark Nogle requested permission for several local baseball groups and 
individuals to use the Second Street School gym for indoor practices.  Mr. Wolfe 
asked whether another group had been told that the school could not be used until the 
committee made a recommendation to council.  Mrs. Brosius had spoken with a 
representative of another group and informed him that the building would not have 
heat.  She suggested that the other groups could be notified that the building may be 
used, with the understanding that it does not have heat or water.  Mr. Redington 
stated that a boiler specialist looked at the heating system and recommended that the 
borough winterizes the building and installs a heating system when the money is 
available.  The building will be winterized on November 29.  Mr. Nogle said that 
three adults would be working with the youth.  They would like use of the building 
beginning in January.  Mr. Wolfe felt that any interested group should be permitted to 
use the building, but that a schedule should be established.  Mrs. Brosius 
recommended that the Second Street School Committee contact the other interested 
parties and determine guidelines for the building’s use on an interim basis.  Mr. 
Shaffer stated that the groups should be asked to provide a certificate of insurance 
since these activities are not “borough sanctioned”.  Mr. Nogle explained that the 
group he is representing is not just Little League, but Legion ballplayers and 
Shikellamy baseball players.  They would not have insurance through one sanctioned 
group.  He asked if the borough could provide him with the criteria needed by the 
group.  The borough’s insurance carrier will be contacted for information.  The 
committee will have suggestions to the council on December 19.  The council hopes 
to have heat installed in the building as soon as possible. 

3. Second Street School Committee reported that on November 29, the pipes in the 
building would be drained and the building winterized.  Mrs. Brosius said that the 
Parks and Recreation Committee voted to ask the council to have the light stands that 
are on the playground removed.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to sell the steel frames for 
scrap metal.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.             
Mr. Ditton asked if the borough is planning to rezone the area at the Second Street 
School, since the building is no a longer school.  Mr. Redington said tickets are not 
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being issued for parking there.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the curbing would be 
painted white in the spring. 

4. Pineknotter Park Project Update  - The project is to be started on Wednesday, 
December 13, 2000.  Mr. Walters had been contacted and asked if the contractor 
would be able to blade off the top few inches of the ground, if the ground is frozen.  
Some of the cover is only a few inches deep and that may not be possible.  Council 
discussed the possibility of delaying the project until Spring but decided to proceed as 
planned.  Several council members also voiced dissatisfaction with the engineering 
firm and the slow progress on the project.     

5. Mr. Wolfe announced that the November 23rd Street Committee meeting is 
rescheduled for December 1, 2000 at 10:00 a.m. 

• Mr. Bowersox summarized Ordinance No. 2000-4, the Curb Removal and 
Replacement Ordinance.  The driveway opening is stipulated at a minimum of ten 
(10) feet and maximum of fifteen (15) feet for a single driveway opening; and a 
minimum of fifteen and one hundredths (15.01) feet for a double driveway.  The 
maximum opening for a double driveway will be left to the discretion of the street 
inspector supervisor.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept Ordinance No. 2000-4.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The second reading 
of this ordinance will be at the December 5th Council Meeting. 

• Mr. Wolfe read Resolution K, Fees for Curb Removal and Replacements.  He made a 
motion to accept Resolution K.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 

• Mr. Bowersox stated that Resolution C had been revised.  This resolution pertains to 
requirements for backfilling street cuts.  Atty. Best recommended that the amended 
resolution be labeled Resolution C-1.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to adopt 
Resolution C-1;  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Resolution C-1 replaces by Resolution C as of November 21, 2000. 

• Atty. Best explained that in order to complete the Priestley Avenue Deed of 
Dedication, he must obtain a survey of the property to be conveyed.  Emmanuel 
Homes will be asked to provide the description of the property to be deeded to the 
borough.  

6. Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee meeting was cancelled last 
evening and is rescheduled for Monday, November 28 at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe has 
supplied each council member with a copy of the proposed budget for 2001.  With the 
change of the assessment ratio, the borough may only raise the revenue for 2001 by 
five percent (5%) over the revenue of 2000 without obtaining court approval.  The 
five percent increase is equal to approximately one mill of tax.  The council is 
requesting a five mill street improvement tax as part of the 2001 budget.  Since this 
exceeds the five percent increase, Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt Resolution to 
file a Petition for Millage Increase.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  The resolution, labeled Resolution M, was passed unanimously.  

7. The Parks and Recreation Committee reported that the Haunted House was a 
successful project.  Mr. Greg Carl was appointed to head the Haunted House 
Committee for next year. 

8. The Borough is waiting for the County Commissioners to approve the addendum to 
the lease agreement pertaining to the VFW building.  The Commissioners have 
expressed an interest in dissolving the contract now, but have been informed that the 
Borough will not agree to an early end to the contract.  One reason is because the 
County had agreed to reimburse the Borough for the utility bills incurred by the 
VFW.  A check from the County for the electric and water bills from December 1999 
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through October 2000 in the amount of $3,478.57 has been received.  The Borough 
needs to provide the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources with a copy of the modified lease agreement and a letter from DEP stating 
that the landfill issues have been resolved in order to obtain a $7,500 grant from the 
National Park Service.  Mr. Dick Biddle, of DEP, has agreed to provide a letter 
documenting the work that has been done at Pineknotter Park and referencing the 
contract the Borough has with Gutelius for completion of the work.  DCNR will be 
provided with this information once it is received.  We will also provide a map with 
the new measurements of the leased area noted. 

9. North Branch Auto Sales would like to extend the current lease agreement with the 
Borough for the land at the Point.  Mr. Slodysko recommends that the lease be 
extended with a stipulation of an “at will” clause that the council reserves the right at 
any time, and for any reason, to request that the lessee vacate the premises.  The 
lessee would have a one hundred and eighty (180) day notice to vacate.  Atty. Best 
added that the lease could include a clause that the Borough does not make any 
guarantees that the land can be used for any purposes and the use may be in violation 
of state, federal, or local laws.  If anyone objects to the use of the property, the lease 
would terminate at the last day of the month.  In addition, the lessor may not be held 
liable for the lessee’s attorney fees or court costs.  Mr. Slodysko requested that the 
lessee have one hundred and eighty days to obtain a new location.  Mr. Lee Shaffer, 
the Borough Health Officer, requested that the Borough Secretary relay his 
recommendation to extend the lease agreement to the council.  Mr. Greg Shaffer 
made a motion to amend the lease agreement with the language added tonight, 
including the one hundred and eighty day clause.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Atty. Best asked if the council wished to change the term of the lease to one 
year instead of three.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he preferred to keep the three year 
agreement and did not amend the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Slodysko, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton voted yes.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Wolfe 
voted no.  The motion passed 4-2. 

10. Mr. Shaffer requested that the Ambulance Squad be discussed in executive session 
due to legal action regarding the organization and the property involved. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of October 17, 2000.  Mr. Ditton 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
2. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  

The expenses from the General Fund total $17,838.91; the Liquid Fuel Fund expenses 
total $31,718.96; the Liberty Pool expenses total $51.12; and the Parks and 
Recreation Account expenses total $235.24.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

3. Mr. Ditton informed council that one of the borough crew put the hole in a wall at the 
recycling center with the bobcat.  The Recycling Committee or Property Committee 
will investigate. 

4. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to sign a contract with K & T Excavating for additional 
help with snow removal on an emergency basis.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Feasters and Central Builders will also be contacted for price estimates.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 

5. Mr. Bowersox made a motion that the truck drivers work a maximum of twelve (12) 
hours and then be off duty for at least eight (8) hours.  Due to a forecast of heavy 
snow, the crew will stagger their shifts.  A man will stay home during the day and 
work from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. or 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to perform normal 
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duties as weather permits.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.   

 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:58 p.m.  Legal issues 
concerning the Ambulance Association were discussed. 
 
The council meeting was reconvened at 9:24 p.m. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to authorize the rental of the former Rescue Squad building to 
an appropriately contracted ambulance service for the amount of $300.00.  The building 
is to be rented as-is, to be brought up to code per the requirements of the Borough Code 
Enforcement Officer, by the tenant.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  Mr. Shaffer 
explained that the Northumberland Fire Department would listen to proposals from 
interested ambulance services and make a recommendation to the Borough Council.  Mr. 
Brian Bailey, a member of the Rescue Squad, told council that the Rescue Squad had 
looked into other companies to service the Borough.  He said that the Fire Department 
was asked to get involved because they would be working with the new ambulance 
service.  Council members decided that they wished to hear the proposals from all the 
ambulance services instead of asking the Fire Department to make a recommendation.  
Mr. Shaffer asked if the council is interested in using the building for something other 
than a “borough service.”  Lacking a designated provider, ambulance services would be 
able to rent garage space anywhere in town, whether authorized by the council or not. 
Mr. Shaffer amended the motion to state that all prospective ambulance companies will 
be asked to submit proposals for the service and for the amount they are willing to pay to 
rent the building, with the understanding that the building must be brought up to code.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary   
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 5, 2000 

 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Wolfe at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, Ms. Sue Kelley, 
Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, and Mrs. Judith Groninger.  Others present 
were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Borough Solicitor; Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority Superintendent; and Mrs. Jan 
Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The guests present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
• Mr. Brian Bailey informed council that the Northumberland Rescue Squad held its 

final meeting December 4, 2000.  The Rescue Squad is no longer able to provide 
service to the borough. The county is currently providing the borough with 24-hour 
ambulance service by dispatch of the next closest available service out of Sunbury.  
Mr. Shaffer announced that the borough has received one written proposal for 
emergency service to the borough from an ambulance service.  Other ambulance 
services were asked to submit proposals to provide coverage to the borough, with the 
option of renting the building.  The Public Safety Committee will meet on Tuesday, 
December 12, to review all proposals. The borough does not have a written 
agreement with the Rescue Squad, a non-profit organization.  The question was asked 
if the ambulance service has any assets to sell and if the borough could recoup the 
UDAG funds that were given to the Rescue Squad if there are any assets.  The 
ambulance service has debts to settle.   
Mr. Paul Ruane inspected the building and will provide council with a list of 
recommendations for improvements needed.  
Mrs. Groninger thanked the squad for the many years of service.  Mr. Shaffer said 
that the Rescue Squad provided twenty-eight years of service to the borough and 
township. 

• Mr. Mike Daddario asked for council’s permission to put Christmas lights on the tree 
in front of his barbershop and to plug into the borough’s streetlights this year.  In 
future years, he plans to extend electricity from his business.  Mrs. Groninger moved 
that any business that would like to use the borough’s electricity to add Christmas 
lights be allowed to do so.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
Sewer Authority Report  
Mr. Dan Yaple announced that the work is continuing on Strawbridge Road and should 
be completed on Friday, December 8, 2000.  The street will have blacktop.  Mr. Wolfe 
asked why work was being done on the streets in December.  Mr. Yaple said that 
Hawbaker’s operates a plant for blacktop.  The temperature must be a minimum of 35 
degrees for blacktop to be used instead of cold patch.  The Borough and Sewer Authority 
plan to core the paving in the spring.  If it does not pass the test, the contractor will be 
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expected to replace the paving.  The Sewer Authority felt it was necessary to put the new 
line in at this time of year.   
Mr. Ruane said that the work on Fourth Street is almost finished.  Mrs. Groninger 
recommended that a letter be sent to the water company stating that the council is not 
satisfied with the Fourth Street project and requesting that the contractor complete the 
work according to the Borough Ordinance.  Mr. Wayne Murray of PA American Water 
Company will be contacted to meet with the street committee.  Mrs. Groninger also asked 
that the storm sewers on Fourth Street be checked and cleaned, if needed.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported that 6 permits were issued.  The fees totaled $1476.00.  He responded 
to seven complaints, attended two council meeting, and one zoning meeting.  The Zoning 
Board meeting for December is canceled. 
Mr. Ruane also reported on his activity as the Street Inspector Supervisor.  There was one 
street cut, with a $250.00 fee, and the backfilling inspection fees for the month were 
$1475.00.   
  
Mr. Tom Slodysko arrived at 7:21 p.m. 
 
Old Business 
1. Recycling Building Bids - Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the bid of $13,390.00 

for the bin shed addition from G & R Charles Excavating, Inc. and the dumpster shed 
addition bid of $21,810.00 from Brickhill Construction.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

2. Second Street School Update – Since several groups have requested permission to use 
the Second Street School, Pfeiffer-Naginey Insurance Company has been contacted 
for advice concerning liability.  If the Second Street School is used for activities that 
are not “Borough sanctioned”, the groups should provide the Borough with a 
Certificate of Liability, no less than one million dollars.  The Borough should be 
named as additional insured.  The groups should also provide a written statement 
acknowledging that the Borough is not responsible for any injuries.  Each person 
should have their own health insurance or the group should have a group accident 
policy.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Second Street School Committee would be making 
a recommendation to the Council at the December 19, 2000 meeting.   

3. Pineknotter Park Project Update – Gutelius Excavating, Inc. plans to start work on 
December 13, 2000.  They have been to Furman’s and know what soil is to be moved 
to Pineknotter Park.  Surveying at the park has begun.  A sample of the soils will be 
mixed and tested before all the soil is mixed.  If the ground is frozen, the contractor 
feels it would be best to wait until it thaws to proceed with the work. 

4. Street Committee Report 
♦ Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Keeley, and Mr. Bowersox met with the Sewer 

Authority.  Mr. Bowersox informed the council that the Borough does not charge the 
Sewer Authority for permits to open the streets.  Mr. Bowersox asked if the 
inspection fees should be charged to the Sewer Authority.  Mrs. Groninger explained 
that the Sewer Authority does not charge the Borough for work on the storm sewers.  
Mr. Shaffer stated that the Sewer Authority is an entity of the Borough.  He made a 
motion that the Borough waives the inspection fees for the Sewer Authority. Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 

♦ Mr. Bowersox made a motion that the Borough crew be scheduled for shift work if 
the weather is bad.  Two men would be on day shift, one man on 2nd shift, and one on 
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3rd shift.  He feels that this would reduce overtime.  The shift work schedule would be 
utilized on an as-need basis with a twenty-four hour advance notice prior to a 
predicted snowstorm.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

♦ Mr. Bowersox would like a representative from Allenwood Equipment to 
demonstrate the snow blower to the crew.  He would like the council to be present, if 
possible.  Mr. Bowersox will contact Allenwood to schedule the demonstration.  
Council members will try to be present.  

♦ Mr. Bowersox asked if the Borough is required to provide curbside pickup every 
month.  In order to save manpower, the pickup could be every other month or once a 
quarter.  Mr. Wolfe suggested keeping to the current schedule.  Others agreed. 

♦ Mr. Bowersox would like Mr. Dodge to be licensed for pesticides.  Council agreed.  
Travis Fisher has applied for a license because of his work at the pool. 

♦ Mr. Bowersox questioned if inspection fee money should be placed into a fund for 
streets.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the budget is completed and the inspection fees are 
included as part of the general fund under a separate line item.  

• Ordinance No. 2000-4, Curb Removal and Replacement Ordinance, was read by Mr. 
Wolfe and Mr. Bowersox.  This was the second reading.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
adopt Ordinance 2000-4.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
The Ordinance is on file in the Borough Office. 

• Mrs. Groninger asked if the deed of dedication for Priestley Avenue and an 
Ordinance to accept the street could be available next week in order to obtain Liquid 
Fuels money for the street.  Atty. Best said that a description is needed for the deed.  
The Borough has received as-built drawings from Light-Heigle and Associates.  
Council members had understood that these drawings would be provided as part of 
the engineering firm’s contract, with no additional fee.  However, a bill has been 
received from Light-Heigel and Associates for the as-built drawings of the Priestley 
Avenue Extension.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay the $287.66 bill, pending 
receipt of a written description of the Priestley Avenue Extension property to be 
deeded to the borough.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

5. Finance Committee Report   
• Mr. Wolfe announced the first reading of the 2001 Budget. The Finance Committee is 

proposing a twenty-five (25) mill real estate tax, 20 mills for general purposes and 5 
mills for streets. One (1) mill of tax is equivalent to approximately $13, 000.  A one 
mill tax increase for general purpose funding is included in the 20 mills.  Due to the 
change in the assessment ratio by Northumberland County for 2001, the Borough 
must obtain judicial approval to increase tax revenue by more than 5% over the tax 
revenue for 2000.  Council is petitioning the Court to permit the Borough to add a 
five mill street/ road fund tax.  The approximately $67,000 generated by the five mill 
street tax, plus the $80,000 liquid fuels money, will be used for streets, curbs, and 
storm sewers. 

• The Finance Committee has unanimously adopted a rental income fee, consisting of 
three components.  The first is a Moving In and Inspection fee of $125.00.  Whenever 
someone moves out of a unit, the Borough will charge a $125.00 fee for the Code 
Officer to inspect the unit before a new tenant moves in to insure that the unit 
complies with the Borough Codes.  A Yearly Fee of $25.00 per unit for every rental 
property in the borough will be charged.  If the Moving In and Inspection Fee was 
charged for a unit, the Yearly Fee will not be charged.  Mr. Daddario asked if the 
midrise was being assessed these fees.  Atty. Best said that the midrise could be 
exempt because it is a nonprofit organization.  Mr. Wolfe said that the borough has 
some substandard rental units in town and this is a way to inspect the properties and 
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see that they are properly maintained.  The council has also received comments from 
property owners who feel that the renters in town are not contributing their fair share 
to the town.  Council feels that the landlords can pass these fees on to the tenants, 
allowing the renters to pay their fair share towards supporting the services in the 
town.  Mr. Shaffer stated that there are many rental units in town that are in unsafe 
condition.  Mr. Daddario said that a landlord charges a security deposit and an 
additional fee is too high.  Mr. Shaffer explained that the landlord has the option of 
charging a security deposit.  Council does not mandate this cost.  Atty. Best said that 
other communities have fees for rental properties.  Currently, the Borough does not 
have an ordinance that permits routine inspections.  One member of the public asked 
why the borough couldn’t charge an hourly fee.  The Council did not feel the flat 
inspection fee was too high.  People who rent properties in town use the streets and 
storm sewers and other facilities.  In some cases, the borough cannot contact the 
landlord when a complaint is received.  Some properties are rented through Real 
Estate Agencies.  Council members feel that renting properties is a business.  Mrs. 
Brosius asked if there would be a way to lessen the fees charged to a good landlord.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that a good landlord would not have to pay the $250.00 fee for not 
complying with the ordinance.  For each addition offense, the fine would double, up 
to a limit of $1,000.00.  Mr. Shaffer said that a good landlord who maintains his 
property would not have tenants moving in and out of their properties as often and 
therefore would not need to pay the Moving In and Inspection Fee.  The cost on an 
annual basis is less than $10.50 per month, including the Moving In and Inspection 
Fee.  When questioned, Mr. Best explained that the midrise is exempt from this 
ordinance because it is non-profit.  The midrise has Labor and Industry inspections.  
Mr. James Snyder stated that the Housing Authority Board also conducts an 
inspection of the building once a year.   

• Mr. Wolfe continued to explain other components of the 2001 budget.  He said that 
the Finance Committee computed that the cost to the Borough for the police force 
would be lower in 2001 by adding a sixth police officer to the force.  This is due to 
the fact that if the Borough does not hire a sixth police officer, money from the COPS 
grant would have to be repaid at a cost of approximately $60,000.  The cost of the 
sixth police officer is approximately $31,000.   

• Hospitalization for borough employees increased by $21,000, from $41,000 to 
$62,000.   

• The $100,000 loan for Pineknotter Park will cost $1,100 per month or $13,000 per 
year for loan payments. This budget also includes a $85,000 lump payment for work 
at Pineknotter Park.   

• Mr. Wolfe announced that the budget will be posted in the Borough Office, and 
copies may be obtained free of charge. 

• Mr. Wolfe made read Ordinance No. 2000-5, Fees for Rental Income Ordinance.  The 
Ordinance is on file in the Borough Office.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt 
Ordinance 2000-5.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
Mr. Snyder asked if any consideration was given to having the property owner 
provide list of renters in each building to ensure that they are included on the tax 
roles.  Mr. Best stated that he is looking into the matter and the Borough may wish to 
adopt a general property ordinance, similar to Lewisburg’s. 

6. Mr. Richard Bittle of DEP has provided the Borough with a letter stating that the 
Borough is complying with DEP’s requests regarding Pineknotter Park.  This letter 
and a copy of the contract with Gutelius have been faxed to Mr. Vargo, as required, 
to obtain grant money from the National Parks Service.  The Borough is still waiting 
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for Northumberland County to adopt a resolution changing the lease description.  The 
County has informed the office that the resolution will be adopted at the December 
19th meeting.  The Commissioners’ Office has been aware of this request since 
October and has been contacted numerous times.  

7. Mr. Ditton, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, recommended that the Borough 
hire Mr. Edward Hennessey as the sixth police officer.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he was 
at the meeting and felt that both applicants were good candidates.  Mr. Ditton agreed 
and explained that the selected candidate has several years of experience with the 
Borough as a part-time officer and would not need training.  The other candidate has 
no experience and would need to become certified.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to hire 
Mr. Hennessey.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. 
Bowersox noted that he was against hiring a sixth police officer, but he is voting to 
hire Mr. Hennessey.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to offer Mr. Bradley Hare the 
position of Part-time Police Officer.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  This position 
is also funded through a grant.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The hiring date for these 
positions is January 1, 2001. 

8. Two proposals concerning the Geisinger Health Plan were presented to the Council.  
One is a five-tier plan, the other a two-tier plan.  The employees of the Sewer 
Authority are also covered through the Borough’s group because they do not have 
enough employees for a separate group.  The Borough would save money by 
selecting the two-tier plan option.  However, the five-tier plan is more economical for 
the Sewer Authority.  The Council decided to adopt the five-tier plan, with an 
agreement with the Sewer Authority that they would reimburse the Borough the 
difference in cost to the Borough.  This amount is $665.64 for the year. The Sewer 
Authority would still save $1,771.92.  Atty. Best stated that a motion was not 
necessary. 

9. Mr. Bowersox questioned if the sixth police officer would have a probation period.  
Mr. Ditton replied that he would have a one-year probation.  

10. Mr. Wolfe explained that Ordinance 2000-6 officially allows the Borough to incur the 
$100,000 debt through SUN Bank.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt Ordinance 
2000-6.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Ordinance 2000-
6 is on file in the Borough Office.   

11. Brinjac contacted Atty. Best for payment of a settlement that was reached a few years 
ago.  Mrs. Scheller had been paying towards the settlement, but had not made the 
final payments totaling $9,000.  The last payment had been made in October of 1999.  
The council requested that Atty. Best obtain a copy of the agreement from Brinjac. 

    
New Business 
1. The bills to be paid include a bill for additional pipe from L/B Water Service that was 

used at the Hayter property.  The amount of the bill is $602.84 for the pipe, plus 
$28.22 in late charges.  The Borough has already paid for one half of the additional 
pipe bill, $602.84.  When the pipe was installed, Mr. Hayter could not be reached for 
approval and now does not agree to pay additional amount.  Mr. Hayter has written a 
letter to the Council that he has had additional landscaping expenses and is not 
willing to share the additional cost of the pipe.  This larger pipe was needed because 
of the sizes of pipe it was connecting.  L/B Water Service has contacted the office and 
stated that since the bill is in the Borough’s name, the Borough is liable for payment. 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to add the L/B Water Service invoice to the bills.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
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Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Slodysko, and Ms. Kelley voted yes; Mr. Wolfe voted 
no.  Motion passed 6-1.    

2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  The amount of the bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $14,496.65; the Fire Police Account - $726.00; the Shade Tree Account - 
$1064.25; the Parks and Recreation Account - $415.27; the Liberty Pool Account - 
$39.37; and the Liquid Fuels Account - $959.16.   

3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to reappoint Ms. Cammy Beaver to the Sewer Authority 
for a 5-year term beginning January 1, 2001.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Ms. Cindy Lark, an employee at the Sewer Authority, said that the terms are 
staggered so that a 5-year term becomes available on the Authority each year.  Ms. 
Lark stated that the position is advertised if a member does not wish to be re-
appointed.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

4. A representative from the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System will meet with 
council members next Tuesday, December 12, at 3:30 p.m. to answer questions.  The 
designation of excess interest to accounts was tabled until after this meeting.  

5. The Christmas holidays for Borough employees will be December 25 and 26, and the 
New Year’s holidays will be the afternoon of December 29, and January 1, 2001, 
New Year’s Day. 

6. Mr. Bowersox made a motion that the Borough Council holds an end of the year 
meeting on December 27, 2000 at 7:00 p.m. to pay the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mrs. 
Groninger, and Mr. Bowersox voted yes; Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.  
The meeting will be advertised. 

7. Mr. Bowersox said that Fourth Street should be paved next year due to the recent 
construction.   Mr. Wolfe said the council would have to review the list of streets 
slated to be repaved that was completed a few months ago.  The issue also needs to 
wait until after the court hearing on January 3, 2001, so the council knows if the five 
mill street tax is approved.  The utility companies would like the list of the streets that 
the Borough is considering to repave in 2001. 

8. PA American Water Company has invited the council members to an awards 
ceremony on December 7, 2000.  If anyone can attend, the office will contact the 
Water Company, as requested. 

9. Mr. Wolfe distributed a list of meeting dates for 2001.  The Council Meetings will be 
held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month, except for Election Day.  The 
Council will meet on Monday, November 5, instead of Election Day, Tuesday, 
November 6.  The meeting dates will be advertised. 

10. Mr. Dave Walters of Larson Design Group, Inc. informed the office that he has 
spoken with Kevin Marion, of PG Energy, concerning the gas line.  PG Energy is 
seriously considering the recommendation of council to run the new gas line along 
the railroad property and north on Priestley Avenue, instead of going through the 
downtown area.  Mr. Walters has not heard if a decision has been reached. 

11. Mr. Bowersox recommended that regularly scheduled committee meetings be 
advertised in the ad for the council meetings.   

12. Ms. Kelley spoke with Mr. Tom Bresnehan, of SEDA-Cog.  He informed her that 
surveyors have not yet been in the borough.  They will give a two-day notice to the 
Borough Office in case property owners question their presence.  The Public Meeting 
concerning the Flood Mitigation Plan is scheduled for January 23, 2001, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Borough Hall. 
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13. Businesses on the lower side of Duke Street have asked if the Borough would paint 
crosswalks at intersections on Duke Street.  PennDOT has approved painting the 
crosswalks, according to PennDOT specifications.  Mr. Shaffer suggested painting 
crosswalks on Duke Street at Front and Fourth Streets.  Mr. Bowersox asked if the 
school would still bus the students who live on the lower side of Duke Street if the 
street has crosswalks.  Council decided that more information is needed before a 
decision is made.   

14. Ms. Kelley asked if the Borough is preparing to submit proposals to the 
Northumberland County Planning Commission for a Block Grant.  Meetings are 
scheduled for December 7, 2000, and January 11, 2001.   Mr. Redington has an 
application and is preparing a proposal for a grant for the Second Street School.   

15. Ms. Kelley attended a seminar sponsored by PennDOT in Pittston in November.  She 
attended three classes and toured the facilities in Lackawanna.  Issues addressed at 
the seminar were pertaining to maintenance, grants, and storm water drainage.  She 
has obtained a sample ordinance proposal. 

16. Ms. Deniel Rovenolt, has completed her internship with the Borough.  The Lewisburg 
Hotel has employed her as a secretary.  The Council requested that a letter be sent to 
Deniel, thanking her for her service to the Borough. 

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion. 
   
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 9:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

December 19, 2000 
 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mrs. Judy Groninger, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan 
Wolfe, Ms. Sue Kelley, Mr. Greg Shaffer, and Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton.  Others present 
were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Atty. James 
Best, Solicitor; and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The 32 visitors present 
introduced themselves. 
 
Second Street School Committee Report 
Mrs. Gretchen Brosius, representing the Second Street School Committee, announced that 
the committee recommends using the former school as a recreation center.  The building 
could be used to house the administrative and municipal offices, as well as the Police 
Department.  She announced that copies of the survey conducted by the committee are 
available for review.  The Borough has obtained grant money for the purchase of the 
school and to install a new heating system and a new roof.  Another grant is being written 
to obtain funding to make the building handicapped accessible.  The committee also 
recommends that the council appoints a board, comprised of five to seven members, 
including a council member.  The board should explore the Community Center concept in 
more detail and determine what municipal offices should be relocated to the school 
building.  Letters of intent were received from Mark Nogle, Steve Taylor, and the 
Northumberland Christian School requesting permission to use the building for 
recreational purposes.  Mrs. Brosius stated that the Northumberland Christian School does 
have insurance.  She does not know if either of the other groups has liability insurance.  
Mr. Wolfe thanked the committee for their work and recommendations.   
 
Public Comment 
• Mr. Marlin Burrell had a question pertaining to the grant money that was received from 

the federal government for the COPS program.  He stated that the borough would not 
have to repay the money.  Mr. Wolfe explained that, as per the grant, if the borough 
does not employ six full-time police officers, the federal government would require 
that the grant money be returned.  To meet the requirement of having six full time 
officers, the council voted to hire the sixth officer.  Mr. Burrell asked where the money 
would come from when the grant expires. Mr. Wolfe stated that the council met with 
the police officers and the police chief and determined that at this time it was in the 
best interest to hire an additional police officer.  This officer knows that the decision 
may be changed in the future. Mr. Wolfe stated that his decision was strictly a financial 
issue. The Chief of Police has recommended a sixth police officer.  Mr. Burrell stated 
that the town cannot get any bigger and does not need six officers.  Mr. Burrell 
questioned how many police cars the borough owns.  The response was three vehicles 
for the Police Department and one for the Code Enforcement Officer.  Mr. Burrell 
commented on the ordinances on the books that are unenforceable.  One ordinance 
states that oversized vehicles may not be parked on the streets.  The ordinance cannot 
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be enforced because the streets are not posted.  Ms. Kelley stated that in order to post 
signs, it would cost the borough $10,000.  Mrs. Groninger explained that the council 
has appointed a committee to review the borough ordinances and to revise those that 
cannot be enforced.  Mr. Burrell stated that the Northumberland Police Department is 
paid better than other departments in the area.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the salaries 
are already under contract and are not negotiable to this council. 

 
Atty. Best arrived at 7:19 p.m. 
 
• Mr. Robert Stahl asked what groups had expressed interest in using the Second Street 

School.  The three groups are interested in using the building for baseball pitching 
practice, soccer practice, and the Northumberland Christian School would like to use 
the building for gym classes and after school activities and basketball practices.  These 
groups are interested in using the building now.  Mr. Wolfe told Mr. Stahl that he is in 
favor of the Valley Players holding performances at the school and will add this 
suggestion to the list. 

 
• Mr. Wolfe announced that a limit of one half hour would be set to discuss the Rental 

Ordinance.  He stated that the borough has an influx of rental properties that the 
council does not feel are “up to snuff”.  In order to provide for the safety and well 
being of the people living in the buildings, the council examined the ordinances.  The 
ordinances did not provide for inspections of the properties.  The ordinance stipulates 
that a yearly fee of $25.00 be imposed.  The Moving In and Inspection Fee is set as 
$125.00.  This fee will cover the cost of the inspection.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the 
borough’s budget would increase by $16,000 from 2000 to 2001.  The reasons for the 
increase are an increase of $22,000 for the borough employees’ insurance.  Pineknotter 
Park will cost the borough $85,000 and a payment of $13,000 on the $100,000 loan.  
The work needs to be completed at Pineknotter Park or the borough will be fined by 
DEP.  The Renter’s Ordinance accounts for two per cent (2%) of the total budget, or 
$14,000.  The council is assuming that of the borough’s 400 rental units, if ten percent 
(10%) have a turnover of tenants, the borough will receive $5,000.  Each unit will be 
assessed a $25.00 Yearly Fee, unless a Moving In and Inspection Fee has been paid.  
The total received for Yearly Fee will be approximately $10,000.  Another part of the 
ordinance addresses violations.  Any person who fails to comply with the ordinance 
will be subject to a penalty of not less than $250 or more than $1,000.  Mr. Wolfe 
requested that anyone with a comment or question, stand at the end of the council 
table, introduce himself, and address the council. 

1. Mr. Greg Stuck, a new landlord, posed several questions.  He asked where the 
ordinance states “renter’s tax?”  He recommends requesting that the property owners 
provide the borough with the names and addresses of the tenants and the borough can 
tax them.  He asked if the borough has a Code Enforcement Officer.  Mr. Ruane was 
recognized.  Mr. Stuck stated that $100 is too high a fee for the inspection and asked 
how he is to charge this additional amount to his tenant when the tenant is already 
paying $350 for rent, a security deposit, and then $100 for the inspection fee and $25 
for the yearly fee.  He felt that the tenant would have difficulty paying these fees.  Mr. 
Shaffer stated that this is the cost of doing business.  The amount for the yearly fee 
averages $2.09 a month.  If the inspection fee is also charged in the year the monthly 
average is around $10.50.  Mr. Stuck would like the borough to assess the tenants these 
fees, not the landlords.  Mr. Stuck suggested that the council focus on the landlords 
that do not maintain their properties.  Mrs. Groninger said that individual property 
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owners had been to council meetings, and they are opposed to higher real estate taxes.  
Mr. Stuck questioned if this ordinance is discriminatory because it only focuses on 
residential landlords.  He questioned why, if he rents to the clergy, the property would 
be exempt.  Mr. Stuck asked why a group home or a business rental is exempt.  Atty. 
Best stated that commercial tenants are in a better position to negotiate with the 
landlords.  Mr. Stuck suggested that the borough access every property owner a $25 
fee.  He stated that he knows the council is working hard at this and appreciates what 
they are doing, but feels council should take this ordinance back to the drawing board 
and work it over more.  

2. Mr. Richard Savidge and Mrs. Brandy Savidge addressed the council.  Mr. Savidge 
stated that the landlords are already paying taxes, and if the borough has a budgetary 
issue, why not raise taxes.  Mrs. Savidge stated that a tenant pays occupational tax, 
plus the property tax is factored into their rent.  Atty. Best stated that the borough does 
not impose an occupational tax.  Mr. Wolfe stated that someone renting a property does 
not pay a property tax to the borough.  Mrs. Savidge replied that the tenant does pay 
property tax indirectly.  Mr. Savidge also questioned why the clergy would be exempt.  
Mrs. Kelley stated that the Methodist Church inspects properties every year and has 
strict standards.  Mr. Savidge stated that he has rented properties to clergymen, and has 
never had a unit inspected.  He asked if the borough would provide him with a 
certification that the apartment has been inspected and is fine.  He also asked if the 
borough is assuming all liabilities that if someone dies, his insurance company can sue 
the borough.  Mr. Ruane can certify that the property passed the inspection.  The 
standards being used are the BOCA codes.  Mrs. Savidge replied that the BOCA codes 
are not referenced in the ordinance.  Mr. Best explained that the borough has already 
enacted the BOCA codes and does not need to be referenced in the ordinance.  Mrs. 
Savidge informed the council that the state is establishing standards for all 
communities for rental units.  She also asked whom to appeal to if she does not agree 
with the Code Officer’s findings.  Ms. Kelley stated that there is a zoning board for 
code enforcement.  Mr. Ruane explained that he has a checklist to follow during the 
inspections and gave several examples.  Mrs. Savidge stated that this same type of 
ordinance was found to be unconstitutional in Allentown court.  She added that their 
attorney has said that the ordinance is not legal.  Atty. Best stated that this ordinance is 
not a tax.  It is a landlord-regulating ordinance.  Mr. Savidge asked why the council 
wouldn’t raise taxes.  Mr. Ditton stated that a landlord is taxed for one property, not 
each separate unit.  Mr. Bowersox asked Mr. Savidge if he lives in the borough.  Mr. 
Savidge told him that they do not live in the borough but they own the Priestley 
Townhouses and have 32 units in the borough.  He assured the council that his property 
is “up to snuff”.  He asked if trailers are permitted in the borough.  It is not believed 
that a trailer can be set up in the borough.  Mrs. Groninger stated that people who rent 
property are using the borough’s services, the streets, the police department, etc.  She 
asked the Savidges if they consider the rental properties a business.  The response was 
yes, it is a business.  Atty. Best explained that landlords are business people.  It is 
normal and typical for businesses to be regulated.  This is what the borough is 
proposing.  Other communities in the area inspect rental properties.  Mr. Savidge stated 
that Northumberland is adopting this ordinance to balance the budget.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated that the council had examined the borough to see where improvements could be 
made.  It was noted that rental properties were not regulated or inspected.  Council felt 
that by imposing inspections, the properties would be brought up to standards, and 
those apartments would be rented to people who would take care of them.  Mr. Savidge 
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stated that the BOCA code is an issue of safety, and not appearance.  Mr. Ruane said 
that the BOCA code does address appearance also.  

3. Mrs. Helen Martin argued that the BOCA codes are not currently enforced.  She has 
been a landlord for twelve years and has never had any properties inspected.  She feels 
that there are very few deplorable properties in the borough.  If the BOCA codes are 
being enforced for rentals, they should be enforced for homes.  She asked if this fee 
would cover Mr. Ruane’s time.  She said that in Sunbury, the code officer provides a 
report showing every room and what must be done to bring the property up to code.  
Once the repairs are completed, the landlord is given a letter stating that the property is 
up to code.  She stated that as a real estate agent, she receives calls from people who 
wish to buy investment properties, but not in Sunbury.  Mrs. Martin asked how many 
board members own rental properties?  She also asked if any landlords or tenants were 
on the committee?  Mrs. Groninger stated that she owns a rental property with two 
units.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he is a “renter”.  Mrs. Martin stated that the renters pay a 
one percent (1%) earned income tax.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the borough trying to 
establish a “user’s fee” for public services.  The tenants use the streets, the police, and 
the fire department.  

4. Mr. Young stated that when he built his apartment buildings he was required to provide 
two parking spaces for each apartment he built.  His tenants are not parking on the 
streets.   

5. Mr. Burrell said that the borough should assess everybody for these services.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that by adopting this ordinance the council felt that they were doing 
just that.   

6. Mr. Mike Daddario is a landlord with six apartments in the borough.  He urged the 
council to table the issue, get some of the people together, and discuss the ordinance.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that this topic has been on the agenda for the last two council 
meetings, as well as three finance committee meetings. 

7. Mrs. Carol Spigelmeyer owns a building on Queen Street, next to a “ghetto property”.  
The former borough manager had inspected the property.  At that time, she could find 
nothing wrong with the building.  She stated that people who rent to elderly people do 
not know how long they will be renting to an elderly person.  She asked if the property 
would need to be inspected three times a year if elderly people die.  She does not mind 
paying the fee once a year, but feels that landlords may hesitate to rent to elderly 
people.  

 
Mr. Wolfe opened the floor to the council members.  He asked the solicitor if the 
ordinance is okay.  Atty. Best stated that it is.  He explained that the borough had excluded 
the clergy and the high-rise because the borough is not interested in having non-profit 
organizations pay money to the borough.  He added that the borough is regulating 
commercial residential landlords.  Mrs. Groninger asked for the council to extend the 
comment session for another thirty minutes.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the SRO hotel meant 
to exclude rooming houses.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to extend the comment session for 
thirty minutes, until 8:30 p.m.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe amended 
his motion to include that each speaker has five minutes.  Mr. Bowersox amended his 
second.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
   

1. Mr. Bob Welby asked if the borough has considered the liability involved.  He 
stated that although $14,000 is shown in the budget as income, the borough would 
have additional expenses for the inspections and liability.   He stated that the code 
enforcement officer would need to increase his hours.  He also told council that the 
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Town of Bloomsburg enforces rental properties for the college students.  The code 
enforcement officer inspected a property in December.  The following March, three 
students died in a fire.  The code enforcement officer and the town are being sued.  
Atty. Best stated that borough has insurance.   

2. Mr. Carl owns two rentals on Duke Street.  He questioned if the borough is going 
to charge for the rooms that are rented by Furman’s.  He asked how this would be 
enforced and if the code officer will inspect the property each time someone moves 
out.  The borough has other properties that are in bad condition and specified one 
on Duke Street.   The borough crew has cleaned up the outside of the Duke Street 
property and the side and rear porches have been removed.   

3. Mr. Bill Zimmerman owns a rental property across from the Northumberland 
National Bank.  He feels that the Moving In and Inspection Fee of $125 is too 
expensive.  If two tenants move out in one year, the cost would be $250.  Mrs. 
Groninger said that the property owners that attend the meetings are ones who take 
care of their rental properties.  She feels that the borough needs to inspect 
properties and be sure that they are up to code.  Mr. Zimmerman would like the 
council to get a group of landlords together and discuss prices and fees before the 
ordinance is enacted. He does not object of having inspections; he thinks that is a 
good idea.   

4. Andrew Dalto said that he was a tenant for seven years and hardly ever saw his 
landlord.  He bought a property on Orange Street four months ago.  He had tried to 
reach the code officer and had been told there was none.  Mr. Ruane became the 
code officer in July.   Mr. Dalto suggested putting an article in the paper, telling the 
tenants to call the code officer to inspect the property if the landlord is not 
maintaining it.  The landlord should be charged for not complying with the codes if 
violations are discovered. 

5. Dave Ramer lives in the borough.  He questioned why the property owner on the 
hill pays higher taxes than the property owner in the downtown area.  He was told 
that the County Assessor sets the property values for the taxes. 

6. David Hackenberg owns properties on Orange Street.  He also owns property in 
Sunbury.  He stated that Sunbury inspects properties on a periodic basis.  He 
questioned what the code enforcement officer is inspecting.  He feels that the 
inspection rate is too high and should be based on an hourly rate. 

7. Julie Watts, a landlord and a realtor, stated that whenever the income on a property 
is reduced, the value of the property is reduced.  These expenses will factor into the 
value of the properties in the borough and she questioned if council wants see 
lower the property values.  She feels that the good landlords will sell and the 
slumlords will move in.  Mr. Shaffer disagreed with that.  He feels that landlords 
who are regulated will have tenants who rent on a long-term basis because the units 
are up to code and in good condition. 

8. Another person stated that the $125 fee would need to be charged to the tenants 
every time somebody moves in and no one will want to rent property in the 
borough.  The fee charged by Sunbury for the inspections is $20 to $25.  He also 
stated that the landlord is responsible to repair any damages that have been done by 
the tenant.  

9. Mr. Daddario asked why the mid-rise is exempt.  Atty. Best replied that non-profit 
organizations are exempt.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she feels that the borough 
should assess every rental unit.  Atty. Best stated that Labor and Industry inspects 
the mid-rise.  Someone else asked about Group Homes and Halfway Houses and 
stated that these businesses are for profit.   
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10. Mr. Burrell asked if the borough is enacting this ordinance for safety.  He stated 
that a neighboring owner-occupied dwelling is not up to code.  The code officer has 
inspected that property and the owner has informed him that the freezer located in 
back of the building is locked.  Atty. Best stated that the borough may not legally 
set up a program to inspect private homes.  If someone has a problem with a 
neighboring property, a complaint should be made to the code enforcement officer.  
Mr. Shaffer stated that the fee structure is for inspections of business properties, 
which happen to be rental units.   

11. Mr. Troxell stated that people rent because they do not have a lot of money.  The 
landlord will need to pay the rental fee and inspection fee because the tenants will 
not be able to afford the additional fees.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he rents because he 
does not want the hassle of owning a house.  He does not think that it can be 
assumed that all renters cannot afford to own property. 

12. Someone asked why the borough can enter a rental property to inspect it once a 
tenant is no longer living there.  Atty. Best explained that if the property is owned 
for commercial purposes, the borough has a right to inspect the property, without a 
search warrant or consent.  It is called a regulatory search.  The same person asked 
why other commercial properties weren’t being inspected.  Atty. Best replied that if 
there were a complaint, the property would be inspected.  Other types of inspectors 
inspect commercial properties.  

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that Ordinance 2000-5 was read at the last public meeting.  Mr. Wolfe 
read the ordinance a second time.  Mr. Wolfe made the motion to adopt the ordinance.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger asked to amend Section 5 of 
the ordinance by eliminating the exemption of the clergy, group homes, halfway houses, 
and SRO hotels.  Mr. Wolfe asked how to inspect an SRO hotel room when someone may 
be moving in on a weekly basis.  Atty. Best recommended a separate ordinance addressing 
bed and breakfasts, hotels, and rooming houses.  Mr. Wolfe agreed that a separate 
ordinance for these exceptions could be addressed at the January 2nd meeting.  Mr. 
Daddario stated that the council was elected to serve the people of Northumberland and 
asked the council to table the ordinance, get a committee together, and think it over more.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that he believes that this ordinance should be passed and that the first 
ordinance of 2001 could address Mrs. Groninger’s concerns.  Mrs. Groninger believes that 
inspection is necessary.  She feels that the fee is what everyone is upset about.  Mr. Watts 
stated that he has people moving from one unit into another because it is a larger a unit.   
Mr. Wolfe asked if council had any other comments.  Roll call vote: Mr. Wolfe, Ms. 
Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye.  Mr. Ditton voted no.  
The motion passed 5 to 1. 
 
Pineknotter Park Update 
The Pineknotter Park project has been started and is proceeding according to the weather.  
Mr. Bowersox stated that at this point, the contractor could only bill the borough for 
mobilization.   
  
Parks and Recreation Commission  
Mr. Mark Gulliver asked the council to approve erecting a portable ice skating rink in 
King Street Park.  The size of the rink is forty foot square.  It would be placed on the 
Second Street side of the Santa House.  Volunteers from the Parks and Recreation 
Commission would man the rink.  Because the rink will be close to some of the trees, 
cushions will be wrapped around the trees to pad them. The kit includes the liner, brackets, 
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boards, and a resurfacer.  The cost will be approximately $1000.  Two types of liners are 
available.  One type is designed to be placed on the ground; a heavier liner is available if 
the rink is placed on macadam.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the committee has considered 
using the Second Street playground area.  The committee has considered several areas and 
preferred the park.  Mr. Gulliver explained that in order to place the rink on the macadam 
at the Second Street School, it would be necessary to drill holes in the macadam to anchor 
the boards.  Mr. Ditton asked if Jolly Hollow was considered.  Mr. Daddario stated that 
Jolly Hollow now has an open creek.  The rink and materials will be purchased with funds 
from the Parks and Recreation Budget.  This will be a free skating rink.  Since this is a 
borough “sanctioned” activity, the borough’s liability insurance would cover any 
accidents.  The committee plans to contact the Improvement Committee for permission to 
use the Santa house to sell refreshments.  Mr. Gulliver explained the differences between 
the two liners.  The committee was planning to purchase the “silver” package with the 
lighter weight liner at a cost of $787.  The cost of the “silver” package with the heavier 
liner is $906.  A “gold” package costs $1637.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to allow the 
Recreation Commission to purchase the material for the rink.  The committee is to 
determine which package to purchase with the funds coming from the Parks and 
Recreation Account.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Mrs. 
Brosius asked if the Second Street location might be more convenient and easier to clear of 
snow.  Mr. Gulliver stated that the committee had not considered that and that they felt that 
the atmosphere at the park would be a nice place for skating.  Mr. Bowersox voiced 
concern for the noise disturbing the residents around the park.  Mr. Gulliver stated that the 
volunteers supervising the skating would probably want to close the rink by 9:00 p.m.  Mr. 
Shaffer made a motion to permit the rink at the King Street Park.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Mrs. Groninger requested that if the rink is not located at the Second Street 
School this year, the committee consider relocating the rink next year.  Mr. Redington 
asked if the Little League field was considered.  Mr. Gulliver responded that the Little 
League field was another site considered.  He also stated that the committee would explore 
other possible locations in future years.  Mr. Bowersox asked if the ice would be against 
the trees.  Mr. Gulliver’s answer was that the ice would be two to three feet from the trees.  
Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 
Old Business 

1. Public Safety Committee 
Ambulance Services - Mr. Shaffer announced that the Public Safety Committee met 
last week and entertained two proposals to replace the service of the Northumberland 
Rescue Squad.  By a vote of 2-0, the committee recommends that the borough appoint 
Area Ambulance Service as the replacement service for the Rescue Squad.  Area 
Ambulance will provide an ALS unit, 2 BLS units and a wheel chair van.  They would 
also like to rent the former Rescue Squad building.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the 
agreement was contingent upon rental of the property.  Mr. Shaffer stated that it was 
not.  Area Ambulance is still the closest service to the borough at their current location.  
The borough will petition the county to designate Area Ambulance Service as the 
primary service provider to the Borough of Northumberland.   Mr. Bowersox asked if 
Area Agency could guarantee 24-7.  Mr. Brian Bailey explained that no service could 
guarantee 24-7.  If a unit is tied up on an EMS call, another company will be brought 
in.  The only time Area Ambulance Service would not be available is when they are on 
another emergency call.  Currently, Medic 49 is the primary medic unit for ALS 
service to the borough.  Only the council can change the coverage for the borough.  
Mr. Wolfe asked if the welfare of the residents of the borough would be better served 
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by adopting the proposal.  Mr. Shaffer responded that it is his opinion that not only the 
welfare of the borough residents, but also the welfare of residents in surrounding 
communities, is better served by the borough accepting this proposal.  Currently, the 
borough is tying up two medic units by not designating a primary service, according to 
Mr. Bailey.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to designate Area Ambulance Service as a 
primary service for the borough.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the Property Committee would meet in January to 
discuss the rental of the building.  Rescue Squad memberships will be honored until 
March.  Area Ambulance Service’s membership rates are $30 for a single membership 
and $50 for a family membership.  Mr. Shaffer will draft a letter to the county 
informing them of the borough’s decision to designate Area Ambulance Service as its 
primary service provider and also write to Point Township, recommending that they do 
the same. 
2. Personnel Committee 
Mr. Ditton reported that the Personnel Committee met with the union representative 
and some of the street crew.  The PMRS retirement plan was explained to them.  The 
wording in the union contract will be changed to reflect this retirement plan.  All other 
aspects of the contract have been discussed.  Once the wording of the retirement plan is 
changed, the union will forward the contract to the council for their approval.   
3. Street Committee  

• Priestley Avenue Deed of Dedication and Ordinance – Atty. Best has contacted Light 
Heigle for a property description.  They will need to contact a surveyor in another 
office to complete the work.  Payment for the as-built drawings will be made once the 
borough receives the property description.    

• Mr. Bowersox voiced a complaint on the work done for the Sewer Authority on 
Strawbridge Road.  He stated that temperature was too low at the time the road was 
paved.  Mr. Bowersox pulled the release, however the contractor completed the paving.  
He stated that the Sewer Authority was also not in favor of the paving because of the 
cold weather.  Mr. Bowersox asked for cores to be made in the spring, paid for by the 
contractor or the Sewer Authority.  He would like to witness the coring and have the 
testing done at an independent laboratory.  Mr. Bowersox would like the council to 
adopt an ordinance stating that the borough release any concrete, bituminous or 
cement, prior to a contractor paving a project. 

• Mr. Bowersox would like to meet with the street committee to decide which streets 
will be paved in 2001 so the utility companies can be notified.  
4. Finance Committee  

• Mr. Wolfe made a motion to revise ordinance 2000-5 under section 6B.  If a property is 
inspected once, and the fee is collected, the fee will not be collected again in that same 
calendar year.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The 
new ordinance will be read at the January 2nd and January 16th meetings.  The property 
will be inspected each time the rental unit is vacated.  Another ordinance will be 
prepared to address the exemptions in the current ordinance. 

• Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2000-6, authorizing a $100,000 loan from SUN 
Bank.  Mr. Wolfe stated that a number in the ordinance was incorrect.  Atty. Best 
stated that the correct number could be inserted and Ordinance 2000-6 could be read 
for the second time.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2000-6 with the 
corrected figure; Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

• Mr. Wolfe announced the Second Reading of the 2001 Budget.  The budget has been 
available for review in the borough office.  Judge Sacavage will determine whether to 
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approve the five-mill street fund tax.  The hearing is scheduled for January 3, 2001.  
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the 2001 budget.  Ms. Kelley seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
5. Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt option one as the means of allocating the 2000 
excess interest.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  This option credits excess monies 
based on the distribution reported by PMRS. An equal percentage will be credited 
against individual balances and an equal percentage benefit increase will be credited to 
each retiree.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
6. Community Block Grant 
Mr. Redington asked for council to approve an application for a Community Block 
Grant from the county for money to work on handicapped accessibility for the Second 
Street School.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the grant application.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
7. Former Borough Manager Compensation 
Mr. Bowersox requested that the borough compensate Mr. Redington for the months he 
worked as Borough Manager.  Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee 
would discuss this at its first January meeting, once the budget can be examined.  Mr. 
Bowersox suggested discussing the issue at the December 27, 2000 meeting.  Mr. 
Wolfe agreed that it should be discussed. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of November 6, 2000, as corrected.  

Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
2. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll 

call vote – all ayes.  Ms. Kelley stated that PG Energy had offered to pay the bill from 
Larson Design Group for information requested regarding the gas line.  An invoice has 
been sent to PG Energy for this bill.  The amount due from the General Fund is 
$29,922.66, and the amount due from the Parks and Recreation Account is $325.62. 

3. The borough crew will begin picking up Christmas trees on January 2nd, continuing 
through January 17th.  Beginning on January 15th, the street sweeping schedule will be 
followed and once the borough crew has completed a street, they will not pick up any 
more trees on that street.  This notice will be advertised in the Daily Item.  Mrs. 
Groninger requested that the borough crew remove the picnic benches from the King 
Street Park, weather permitting.     

4. Mr. Bill Hoffman contacted Mr. Wolfe because the Hoffman family would like 
permission to erect a memorial to their father in Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Wolfe felt that 
borough residents might wish to contribute to this type of memorial.  Mrs. Brosius 
stated other people have requested erecting memorials and some of the benches in the 
park are in memory of various people.  Council discussed forming a committee to take 
care of memorial requests.  Mrs. Brosius offered to contact the Hoffman family for 
more information regarding the memorial.  Mrs. Brosius stated that the Second Street 
School Committee has discussed the possibility of erecting a “memory wall” with 
plaques on a Second Street School gym wall.  Something like this could be done at 
Pineknotter Park, also. 

5. Mr. Wolfe announced that the Borough Office is changing computer software at the 
beginning of the year and a new computer should be purchased to handle the new 
software.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to purchase the new computer for the Borough 
Office.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The new 
computer had been included in the 2001 budget. 
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6. Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would meet on December 27 at 7:00 p.m.  Any 
additions to the agenda should be submitted to the office by Friday, December 22.  The 
reason for the meeting is to pay all the bills and close out the year. 

7. Mr. Bowersox informed the council that a representative from Allenwood Equipment 
came to service the snow blower, change the oil and install a new battery.  They will 
demonstrate the machine at the council’s convenience.  Mr. Bowersox would like as 
many council members present as possible.  He also stated that the possibility of 
trading in the snowplow and the loader, and purchasing a new four-wheel drive 
backhoe was discussed with the borough crew.   

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to extend the meeting ten minutes.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.   

 
Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Bowersox to schedule a time for the snow blower demonstration 
and those council members that can attend will be there.   

8. Ms. Kelley announced that the Parks and Recreation Committee meeting scheduled for 
Thursday night is canceled for the month of December. 

9. The Zoning Board has canceled its December 26th meeting. 
10. Mrs. Groninger announced that the property committee would meet in January to 

discuss the Rescue Squad building. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.   
The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 27, 2000 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.            
 
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan 
Wolfe, Mr. Greg Shaffer, and Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton.  Others present were Mayor 
Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Mr. Larry Redington, 
Chief of Police, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.    
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered at this meeting. 
 
Old Business 
1. The Borough Web Site, www.Northumberlandborough.com, is now operational.  The 

Borough Office will manage the web site, once the new computer is operating.  The 
Mayor, President of Council, Council, and Secretary will have email.  The record of 
the Borough Council meetings on the web site will relate the actions taken by the 
council, rather than the actual meeting minutes.  This is being done so as not to 
intimidate anyone who addresses the council who may not wish to have his comments 
on the Internet.  A full copy of the approved minutes is available for review in the 
Borough Office. 

2. Various organizations have requested permission to use the Second Street School. 
Two of the organizations suggested using heaters since the school in not heated.  Mr. 
Shaffer stated that the wiring at the school could not handle the electric heaters.  He is 
also not in favor of any type of propane heaters inside the building.  Mr. Taylor had 
agreed to contribute toward the cost of the electricity.  His organization would like to 
hold practice sessions once or twice a week.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the organizations 
would need to have the required insurance.  A schedule could be maintained at the 
borough office and one person from each organization would be responsible to 
unlock and lock the doors. 

Mr. Tom Slodysko arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
Mr. Bowersox suggested using extension cords to pull from circuits in other parts of 
the building.  Mr. Slodysko stated that someone could safely tap into a main breaker, 
however, he feels it will be difficult to heat the gym with electric heaters.  Mrs. 
Brosius had a concern about electric heaters in a gym with children using baseballs 
and soccer balls.  Mr. Shaffer stated that once cables are strung for batting cages, it 
might interfere with activities of other groups.  Mr. Wolfe asked if any council 
member would like to make a motion permitting the use of the building by these 
groups.  No motion was offered.  Mr. Wolfe hopes to obtain the grant money and 
install the new heating system and a new roof in the spring.  Mr. Redington stated 
that the borough should be receiving the state grant money at any time.  Mr. Wolfe 
suggested corresponding with the organizations, explaining what insurance is 
required and that the borough plans to make repairs to the building.  Mr. Wolfe asked 
that the Parks and Recreation Committee establish guidelines for use of the building.  
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It was decided that it would be best to wait to allow use of the building until after the 
repairs have been completed. 

 
3. The new renter’s ordinance, 2001-1, will be read on January 2, 2001.  This ordinance 

is the same as the one adopted at the December 19, 2000 meeting, except it states that 
each unit will be charged a yearly Rental Fee of $25 and the Inspection Fee of $100 
will be charged just once in a calendar year.  This is regardless of how many times a 
tenant moves out of a rental unit and the unit is inspected.  Mrs. Groninger does not 
think that halfway houses, group homes, hotels, boarding houses, the clergy, or the 
high-rise should be exempt.  Mr. Shaffer stated that anything that is regulated by the 
Department of Labor and Industry, and is inspected outside of the borough’s 
ordinance, would not need to be inspected by the borough.   Mr. Wolfe stated that a 
separate ordinance could be written to address the issue of halfway houses, group 
homes, hotels, and boarding houses.  Atty. Best said that this ordinance could 
establish inspections for these properties once each year with an Inspection Fee of 
$125.00.  Atty. Best stated that his intent to exclude the clergy and the mid-rise was 
because he did not think the borough wished to charge non-profit organizations.  The 
mid-rise is a non-profit organization.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Ordinance 2000-5 
goes into effect on January 1, 2001.  Mr. Ditton stated that a reporting mechanism 
must be set up.   He does not think the ordinance should be adopted until it can be 
enforced.  Mr. Wolfe stated that council needed to pass the ordinance before the 
paperwork could be completed. The Public Safety Committee will meet to discuss the 
guidelines to be used by the Code Officer for the rental property inspections.  Mr. 
Wolfe made a motion to adopt ordinance 2001-1.  Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote: Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Slodysko, Mr. Shaffer, and Mrs. 
Groninger voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted no.  The motion passed 5-1.  

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills. Mr. Slodysko seconded the motion.  Mrs. 

Groninger added a bill to reimburse Sue Kelley the amount of $21 for a seminar she 
attended.  The gas bill for the Girl Scout House was questioned.  The borough crew 
will be asked to check that the heat is turned down.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

2. At the December 19th meeting, council discussed compensating Mr. Redington for 
his tenure as Borough Manager.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the borough has not 
received the grant from the state for the Second Street School and the general fund 
balance is $13,000.  He advised tabling the issue until the grant money is received. 

3. Mr. Redington requested that the council grant him 32 hours of comp time.  Mr. 
Shaffer explained that the time was used for administrative duties.  The borough can 
either allow him to take comp time in 2001, or pay him time and a half for overtime.  
In previous years, he has been given the comp time.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to 
grant 32 hours of comp time to Mr. Redington.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

4. Mr. Shaffer asked if any progress has been made a Pineknotter Park.  At this time, 
the weather has prohibited the contractor from working. 

5. The office has checked on the hours that burning is permitted in the borough, as 
stipulated in the ordinance.  The codebook listed the time on Saturdays to be from 
7:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m.  The official ordinance was reviewed and the time stipulated 
for burning is from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Saturdays.  Mr. Robert Stahl requested 
that the council amend the burning ordinance to permit burning between the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 11 a.m.  Council discussed that the reason for allowing burning at 7:00 
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a.m. is to accommodate those who work during the day.  Mr. Wolfe asked if any 
council member wished to make a motion to amend the ordinance.  No motion was 
offered.  

6. Mrs. Groninger asked for an explanation concerning a letter written to Mr. 
Redington regarding a waiver of retroactivity for the Gutelius Excavating Contract.  
It was explained that this approval means that if the borough receives a grant through 
the Community Conservative Partnerships, the money the borough has paid to 
Gutelius will be considered as all or part of the required local match. 

7. Mr. Shaffer announced that the Public Safety Committee would meet on January 4, 
2001, at 6:00 p.m. 

8. Mr. Stahl stated that he does not feel that the Renter’s Ordinance is fair because the 
fee is too high.  He said that of the forty or so landlords present at the December 19th 
meeting, only four were from out of town.  Mr. Stahl agrees with inspections of the 
rental units, but does not agree with the costs, especially under the former ordinance 
when a fee was assessed every time a tenant moves out. 

 
Executive Session  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. for an Executive Session dealing with personnel 
issues. 
The council meeting resumed at 8:04 p.m. 
 
Mr. Bowersox moved that the meeting be adjourned. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
January 2, 2001 

 
 
President Bryan Wolfe called the first meeting of 2001 to order at 7:00 p.m. 
            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, Ms. Sue Kelley, 
Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, and Mrs. Judith Groninger.  Others present 
were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Borough Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Larry Redington, Chief of Police, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary.  The nineteen guests present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
• Mrs. Brosius told council that she contacted Mr. Bill Hoffman regarding a memorial 

for his father, Mr. Robert Hoffman, at Pineknotter Park.  A sketch of the design that 
has been proposed was given to the council.  She stated that the block stone that is 
proposed for the memorial comes from the Danville-Riverside Bridge and is offered 
for use for any veterans.  The family would like to pay for this memorial.  Mrs. 
Brosius suggested that perhaps the council would like to designate a section of 
Pineknotter Park for memorials. 

• Mr. George Stabnau stated that he is opposed to the Rental Ordinance because the 
borough is charging the landlords instead of the tenants. 

 
Executive Session 
The council meeting was recessed at 7:04 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:26 p.m.  The issues discussed were a 
police personnel issue and the Teamsters contract. 
Mr. Ditton made a motion that council agrees to the new Teamsters Contract, effective as 
of January 1, 2001.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Code Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activities as Code Officer and Street Inspector for the 
month of December. He also gave council a yearly report.  Copies of the reports are 
available in the borough office. 
 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Dave Walters of Larson Design Group, Inc. was presented an update of the 

Pineknotter Park Project to the council.  Mr. Walters had sent council a letter, dated 
December 29, 2000, for a change order with Gutelius Excavating, Inc.  The original 
contract price was $182,650.00, as bid.  The new contract price as a result of the 
change order is $180,600.00.  The contract time has also been extended, based on the 
contractor’s schedule to reseed the park.  Based on the contractor’s schedule, the 
contract times changed to 154 days for substantial completion and 163 days for final 
payment.  The substantial completion inspection is scheduled for May 16, 2001.  
Following the inspection, the contractor will have until May 25th to address any 
punchlist items.  The contractor must have the project completed by May 25, 2001, so 



 2

final payment can be made.  The borough will have thirty days to pay the bill from 
the time it is received. If the contractor does not address the work on the punchlist, he 
will not be paid for the work.  Under the performance and payment bond, the 
contractor is guaranteeing the work of the entire project for one year.  The contractor 
has requested the extension so the weather is warm enough for the seed to germinate.  
Mr. Wolfe asked about the work change directive.  Mr. Walters explained that the 
work change order is requested to allow the Recreation Commission to fill the base 
paths with ball mix.  The contractor’s labor will be decreased because he will not be 
filling the base paths.  The contractor will need to taper the ground from the infield to 
the base path and from the area outside of the base paths to the base paths.  Mr. 
Walters did not have an itemized list for the change orders with him, but will provide 
council with an itemized list.  The contractor has sent a sample of the mixed material 
to a laboratory for testing.  The results have not yet been obtained.  The 
representative from DEP has stated that the material looked good and he does not 
anticipate any problems, according to Mr. Walters.  DEP had required that once the 
material was spread, it be tested.  Mr. Walters had asked for approval to test a mix of 
the material before it was spread, in order to insure that the material would be 
acceptable before the borough went to the expense of having it spread.  DEP agreed 
to this idea, and will not require testing once the material is spread, if the test of the 
sample mix is approved.  Mr. Walters stated that he is paying for the additional 
testing because DEP required that one of their employees be present when the sample 
was mixed. 
As part of the grant for the lighting at the ball field, a preparedness plan has been 
required by DEP.  The plan is prepared and Mr. Walters will review it with a DEP 
representative before it is submitted to the council. 
Mr. Bowersox would like to have cross-sections taken of Pineknotter Park so that in 
future years the borough can prove that the ground was at the proper grades.  Mr. 
Walters will submit a written proposal to the council.  Mr. Walters recommended 
taking the cross-sections at every 50 feet.  Mrs. Groninger asked if DEP would 
provide the borough with an acknowledgement that the Pineknotter Park Project is 
completed.  Mr. Walters stated that he believes the borough should insist that a 
Statement of Closure be provided.  He will provide the borough with a proposal for 
the cross-sections in two weeks.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve Change 
Order number one, which modifies the pay item for grading and seeding from a 
square foot price to a square yard price, and deletes items three through six of the 
contract.  Ms. Kelley seconded the motion.  The motion is pending receipt of the 
itemized list from Larson’s.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to 
approve work change directive number one, which says that the contractor will not 
fill in the base path areas of the ball field.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. Walters was going to oversee the work.  
Mr. Walters stated that as long as the Recreation Commission matches the grades on 
each side of the base path, they would meet the grade requirements.  DEP has 
approved the work conceptually, but it must be done as soon as the contractor is 
finished with the grading.  Mr. Shaffer asked if the Recreation Commission had met 
and approved this work.  Mr. Daddario stated that the Legion maintains the field.  Mr. 
Shaffer withdrew his motion.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to accept the change 
order.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Mr. Daddario stated that he could provide 
the council with an agreement from the Legion.  Mr. Shaffer asked for a written 
commitment from the Legion that they will comply with the specifications and if it is 
not completed properly, they will take full responsibility.  The motion was tabled.  
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Mr. Wolfe stated that the topic could be brought up at later meeting.  He explained 
that the council needs to know who is going to complete the work, to the satisfaction 
of the engineer.  The change order was signed and will be forwarded to the 
contractor.     

2. Recycling Building Addition – Mr. Walters explained that the plans proposed a six-
inch layer of concrete on top of an existing area of concrete.  The contractor has 
informed the borough that the surface is uneven and if he matches the grade, he will 
not be able to maintain six inches of contract.  The contractor suggested taking the 
concrete out, putting a stone base, and installing six inches of contract.  Mr. Walters 
recommended that the borough do as the contractor suggested.  The borough crew 
can take out the concrete that is currently there.  There may be additional cost for the 
stone if the borough does not have enough for the project.  Mrs. Groninger requested 
that the grant be billed for the time borough crew spends on this project.  Mr. 
Bowersox stated that the stone would need to be compacted.  Mr. Ditton made a 
motion that the old concrete is removed, and stone and six inches of concrete 
installed, as per the contractor’s recommendation.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. 
Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.  Mr. Shaffer made 
a motion that the time and equipment rates for the borough crew be billed to the 
grant.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Kelley, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion 
passed 5-1. 

3. The borough has received a check for $175,000 from the state that is earmarked for 
the Second Street School.  Mr. Wolfe asked for two motions; one is to put bids out for 
a new roof.  The second motion is to put bids out for a new heating system.  Ms. 
Kelley stated that she thought the council had already passed motions for a new roof 
and heating system.  Mr. Redington has consulted with a heating contractor about 
heating the building with natural gas.  He stated that the borough does not have 
specifications for the heating system or roof.  He has obtained an estimate to replace 
the roof with one similar to the present roof for approximately $30,000.  Mrs. 
Groninger suggested that the topic be tabled until the January 16, 2001 council 
meeting.  A motion to transfer funds from the grant money in the General 
Contingency Fund to the General Fund to cover all expenditures paid for the Second 
Street School was made by Mrs. Groninger.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Wolfe would like the council to act on the Second 
Street School Committee’s recommendation on how the school should be utilized.  
The Property Committee will schedule a meeting to review the building.     

4. Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance No. 2001-1, Technical Amendments to Landlord 
Regulation Ordinance of 2001.  The ordinance is on file in the Borough Office and 
will amend ordinance 2000-5 if and when it is adopted.  Atty. Best noted that the 
phrase “preceding calendar year” should be changed to “current calendar year”.  Mr. 
Wolfe noted that the inspection fee should be $100, not $125.  The $25 yearly fee is 
an annual fee to be paid on every rental unit.  Mr. Gavason asked who would be the 
inspector.  Mr. Ruane stated that he would be inspecting the units.  Mr. Daddario 
asked if he is certified.  Mr. Ruane replied that under Act 54, he has three to five 
years to become certified.  Mr. Daddario asked who is responsible if something 
happens to an apartment after the building has been inspected. Mr. Shaffer stated that 
the certification signifies that at the time of the inspection, the building passed.  A list 
of specifications will be sent with the initial letter to the property owners.  The BOCA 
codes are available for review in the borough office.  Atty. Best stated that if the 
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BOCA codes are copyrighted, we may not copy the entire booklet.  Mr. Shaffer 
moved to adopt Ordinance 2001-1.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.    

5. Borough representatives are meeting on January 3, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. with Judge 
Ranck to request a five-mill increase in the millage rate for 2001.  The hearing is 
opened to the public.  The increase is to obtain revenue for streets, storm sewers and 
curbs. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of November 21, 2000.  Ms. 

Kelley seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
2. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote – All ayes.  The bills total $2,596.58. 
3. A request was received from the Clancy Program to allow juveniles on probation to 

perform community service in the borough.  One juvenile has requested permission to 
help the Improvement Committee with removing the Christmas decorations.  The 
Clancy Program provides supervision for the juveniles.  The Improvement Committee 
has agreed to the assistance.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the request.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

4. A letter requesting a temporary handicapped parking space at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church was received from Mrs. Roberta Fisher Nevill.  Mrs. Groninger made a 
motion that St. John’s Luther Church be permitted to erect portable handicapped 
parking sign during church services/ functions.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

5. Mrs. Groninger asked if volunteer groups have been asked to have their own audits 
on their books as a means good business practice.  The Borough Secretary maintains 
the checking accounts for the Liberty Pool and the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

6. The Recreation Committee has ordered the skating rink for in the park.  They were 
interested in the possibility of using the Santa House to serve refreshments.  Mr. 
Gavason suggested that they request permission to use the Pineknotter’s small Coke 
wagon instead. 

7. Mr. Ruane stated that an Appeals Board is needed in the borough.   Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to advertise for a three-member Appeals Board.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  The motion stipulated that the Code Officer and Borough Secretary review 
the qualifications required to serve on the board.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

8. Mr. Wolfe announced that the Public Safety Committee would meet on January 4, 
2001 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
January 16, 2001 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Tom Slodysko, Ms. Susan Kelley, Mr. Greg Shaffer, 
Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Paul Bowersox, and Mr. Bryan 
Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Josh Newbury, Fire Chief, and 
Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The four guests present introduced themselves.   
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Gretchen Brosius asked if council had any information regarding the Second Street 
School.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he felt that before decisions were made concerning the use 
of the building, a heating system and roof needed to be installed.   Mr. Redington is in the 
process of obtaining recommendations from contractors. 
 
Executive Session 
The council meeting was recessed for an Executive Session at 7:03 p.m. and reconvened 
at 7:20 p.m.  Topics discussed were personnel and litigation regarding a drainage issue. 
 
Code Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity in January.  He will be attending classes in April 
concerning the BOCA code.    
 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe postponed the Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2001-1, Fees for Rental 

Properties, until February 6, 2001, because the solicitor was not present. 
2. Traffic Light/ Flashing Light Update  - Ms. Kelley stated that she spoke with a 

representative of the Shikellamy School District regarding the borough’s 
consideration of painting crosswalks on Duke Street.  The school district is 
considering hiring a crossing guard for the corner at Fourth and Duke Streets.  Ms. 
Kelley asked if the school district would support a traffic light at that corner.  She 
was told that the business manager would be consulted and a letter sent to the 
borough.  Ms. Kelley also spoke with a Penn DOT representative regarding the 
application for the flashing light on Route 11.  Penn DOT has not received the 
application yet.  However, if the numbers of the traffic count do not merit a light, the 
borough will have to accept the decision.  Rep. Phillips’s office is planning to submit 
the request when funding for the light is located.  Mr. Wolfe has invited Rep. Phillips 
to a council meeting to thank him for the assistance he has provided to the borough.  
Rep. Phillips will be attending the February 20th council meeting. 

3. Information was received from Atty. Best stating that Judge Ranck will be ruling on 
the petition for the millage increase next week.  Atty. Best has been instructed to 
prepare the order. 

4. The auditor is completing the forms needed to obtain the $100,000 loan from SUN 
Bank.   
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5. Brinjac has requested the $9,082.94 owed to them by the borough since 1999.  Mrs. 

Groninger moved that the borough pay Brinjac $1000 per month until the bill is paid 
in full.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger amended her motion to 
approve payment of $4,500 in January and $4,582.94 in February.  The borough will 
request all documentation from the company.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he is not in 
favor of spending the $9,000 before tax money comes in to the borough in March.  
Roll call vote – Ms. Kelley, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, 
and Mr. Slodysko voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mrs. 

Groninger asked if Ms. Kelley was reimbursed for her travel expenses to attend the 
Penn DOT seminar.  The money had not been reimbursed because no voucher was 
received.  Ms. Kelley will provide the office with a voucher.  Mr. Shaffer stated that a 
notice of water turn-off at the Rescue Squad building was received.  The Property 
Committee recommended that the borough pay the $64.44 so the borough will not be 
charged to have the water turned on again.  The water company will be notified to put 
the bills in the borough’s name.  Mrs. Groninger asked to see the documentation for 
Larson’s bill.  The bill was for the PPC plan, required as part of a grant application 
for Pineknotter Park.  An explanation about the money owed to the Municipal and 
School Earned Income Tax Office was requested.  The borough contributes to the 
cost of operating that office based on the earned income tax money collected for the 
borough.  Mr. Ditton questioned the amounts spent for repairs to the borough trucks.  
Council discussed the ages of the trucks.  A bill received from the Susquehanna 
Valley Chamber of Commerce is a one-time fee to have the borough’s web site linked 
to the Chamber’s web site.  The other bill from the SVCC is for the borough’s annual 
membership.  The bill from Waste Management was discussed because Waste 
Management refuses to pay a hauler’s permit fee to the borough.  Roll call vote to 
approve payment of the bills – All ayes.    

2. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to contact garbage haulers to bid on the waste removal at 
the Recycling Building.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The motion was 
amended to state that the garbage haulers must have paid the permit fee to the 
borough.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

3. Mr. Wolfe has reviewed the borough’s Long Term Comprehensive Plan that was 
drafted fifteen years ago by the borough and Point Township.  He recommends that 
the council begin an update of the plan.  He has also reviewed Lewisburg’s new long- 
range plan.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the council members, the Planning 
Commission, and other governmental agencies work together get a new plan started.  
Mr. Shaffer asked if Point Township would be included in the new plan.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that he is open to all ideas and suggested contacting SEDA-Cog and other 
agencies to seek funding.  Any council member who would like a copy of the plan to 
review should contact the borough office. 

4. The Public Meeting for the Flood Mitigation Plan is scheduled for January 23, 2001 
at 7:00 p.m. Officials will be present to explain the planning process and the impact 
to the borough on the levy raising north of the borough.  After the public meeting, the 
committee will meet.  The surveying crews have completed their work in the 
borough.  The data will be available in March.  Postcards will be sent to remind the 
committee members of the meeting.  An news article to inform the public of the 
meeting will be sent to the Daily Item. 
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5. A newsletter will be prepared for the beginning of March.  Articles to be included 
describe the street project and the borough web site.  Mr. Wolfe asked for other 
suggestions. 

6. When the millage rate has been finalized, the council will prepare a list of streets that 
will be repaired.  Mr. Bowersox would like to advertise the bids in March.  Mr. Don 
Free, of Penn DOT, will meet with the Street Committee on Friday, February 16, at 
9:00 a.m. to help plan the street project.  The water company has written a letter to 
the council that it would like to replace a water main on Second Street.  Second Street 
is on the borough’s list to be repaired, but it is not at the top of the list.  Information 
was received from Dave Walters that the gas company is meeting with an 
environmental consultant to determine if the gas line can be run along the edge of 
Pineknotter Park.  They plan to run the gas line along the railroad right-of-way, 
extending down along the entrance road to the park, and going under Route 11 
towards the sewer plant.  The line would then be extended out Priestley Avenue.  Mr. 
Walters will keep the borough informed.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the utility 
companies would be informed of the street paving plans once they are determined.   

7. Mr. Wolfe stated that the yearly calendar of events should be put on the website. 
8. Mrs. Groninger moved that the borough provide a handicapped parking space for Mr. 

and Mrs. John Slear at 355 Queen Street.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.   

9. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to appoint the following to the Northumberland Special 
Fire Police:  William Farone, Captain; Jon Apple, Lieutenant; Herb Gottshall, Jr., 
Sergeant/ Secretary; Herb Gottshall, III, Treasurer; and Patrolmen Gary McNeir, 
Budd Reader, Bob Ciotti, and Tom Croft.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Shaffer stated that the borough has no requirement that the fire police members reside 
in the borough.  They are required to be a member at one of the fire departments.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mrs. Groninger suggested sending letters of appreciation to 
these people.   

10. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to appoint Jan Bowman as Secretary of the Board of 
Health for the borough.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

11. Mrs. Groninger reported that the Property Committee met at the Rescue Squad 
building on January 15.  The committee recommends that the borough rent the 
building, with a target date of March 1st, after completing the improvements 
suggested by Mr. Ruane.  The committee recommends obtaining a five-year lease 
with the rent for the first year being $725 per month, the second year, $775 per 
month, and the third through fifth years, $800 per month.  The lessee will pay for all 
utilities.  An application will be drawn up and a contract drafted and approved before 
a tenant is accepted.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion that the borough rent out the 
Rescue Squad building.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

12. Mr. Walters of Larson Design contacted the borough office to relay the information 
that Gutelius is requesting permission from DEP to remove the frozen material from 
the material at Furman’s, haul material that is not frozen to the site, and mix it with 
unfrozen material that is piled at Pineknotter Park.  They plan to try this method on 
January 22nd to see if it will work.  Mr. Walters is sending a letter that the cost for as-
built drawings with cross sections at fifty-foot stations will be approximately $3,300 
to $4,300.  He also stated that DEP might request these drawings before signing off 
on the project.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to obtain as-built drawing with cross 
sections at fifty-foot intervals, tying into benchmarks, at a maximum cost of $4,500.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he will not vote for 
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another nickel for Pineknotter Park in this year.  Mr. Shaffer said that he read in a 
news article that DEP stated that if it posed any hazard to the public health, they 
would have never allowed the borough to develop a park on top of the closed landfill 
in 1983.  Mrs. Groninger stated that if the borough had as-built drawings developed 
when the landfill was first closed, it would be proof that the borough had covered the 
landfill to specifications.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. 
Bowersox voted aye; Ms. Kelley, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Slodysko voted 
no.  The motion was defeated 4-3.  Council discussed the fact a new motion could be 
made at a later date.  A written proposal from Larson’s should be available at the next 
meeting.  Several council members were concerned that the money is not budgeted 
for the as-built drawings.  

  
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
February 6, 2001 

 
 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. 
Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, and Mr. Greg Shaffer.  Others present were Mayor 
Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority Superintendent, and Mrs. Jan 
Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that Ms. Susan Kelley has submitted a letter of resignation as a 
borough council member.  Ms. Kelley has moved to California.  Mrs. Groninger made a 
motion to accept Ms. Kelley’s resignation, with regret.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Wolfe announced that the council vacancy would be 
advertised and applications will be accepted until February 19, 2001 at 4:00 p.m.   The 
council hopes to appoint a replacement at the February 20th meeting.  The position must 
be filled within thirty days from the date that the council accepted Ms. Kelley’s 
resignation.  Mr. Wolfe requested that all candidates for the vacant council seat send a 
letter of application and attend the council meeting on February 20, 2001 in order to be 
considered.  The term for this council seat ends December 31, 2001.  Ms. Kelley had 
been the chairman of the Ordinance Committee.  Mr. Wolfe appointed Mr. Ditton as 
acting chairman of the committee.  Ms. Kelley also served on the Streets, Parks and 
Recreation, and Personnel Committees.  A letter of appreciation will be sent to Ms. 
Kelley.  Mr. Wolfe stated that five council seats and the position of Mayor are up for 
election this year.  Four of the council seats are for four-year terms; one is for a two-year 
term. 
 
The seven visitors present at the meeting introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
• Mrs. Gretchen Brosius added her thanks for the work that Ms. Kelley had done for 

the borough.  Mrs. Brosius had served on several committees with Ms. Kelley and 
stated that she had been a very active member of the council.  Mrs. Brosius also 
informed the council and others present that Mr. Sabo is in Nottingham Village and is 
not doing very well.   

  
• Mrs. Ruth Ford asked for the council to approve that a room in the Second Street 

School be utilized as a museum.  She thinks that many borough residents would have 
articles and documents that could be included in the museum. 

 
• Mr. Waltz asked if the borough crew was continuing to collect recyclables.  The 

schedule is the first Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of the month, providing none 
of these days is a holiday.   
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Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue.  
The meeting was reconvened at 7:20 p.m.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to contact the Civil 
Service Commission members to create a new eligibility list for the police department.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Code Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer and Street 
Inspection Supervisor for January 2001.  He informed the council that the Zoning Board 
has been meeting on the last Tuesday of the month.  A Zoning Hearing, regarding a 
variance for Verizon, at the corner of Front and Orange Streets, is scheduled for February 
27, 2001.     
He added that the Planning Commission has approved a subdivision plan for Mr. Roy 
Moyer.  He presented the plan to the council for its approval.  Mr. Wolfe signed the plan.   
Mr. Ruane reported that a new porch and a new door have been installed at the property 
on Queen Street. 
 
Old Business 
1. The Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2001-1, the “Technical Amendments to 

Landlord Regulation Ordinance of 2001”, was conducted by Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. 
Bowersox made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-1.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

2. Mr. Wolfe conducted the First Reading of Ordinance No. 2001-2, “Rental Regulation 
Act of 2001”.  This ordinance addresses rental units that are exempt by Ordinance 
2001-1.  Mrs. Ford asked the council if it was possible to keep group homes out of 
Northumberland.  She suggested putting restrictions on the group homes, such as 
requiring that a doctor be available 24 hours.  Atty. Eugene Brosius informed the 
council that a few years ago, the federal government interceded when the council 
tried to reject a group home in the borough.  This ordinance provides for inspections 
of rental properties that are not being inspected by a state or federal department.  Mr. 
Ditton made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-2.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

3. Street Committee Report  
• Mr. Bowersox reported that the Shikellamy School District has written a letter to the 

borough supporting the installation of a traffic light at the corner of Duke and Fourth 
Streets.   

• Mr. Bowersox informed the council that the Street Committee met on January 25, 
2001, and discussed ordering pipe and inlets for the streets that are to be paved.  
According to Mr. Don Free, the borough will need to obtain bids for the pipe and 
inlets.  The list of streets is being prioritized.  Mrs. Fran Bogovich requested that 
Buchanan Street be added to the list.  Last year, one side of the street was repaired to 
correct a drainage problem.  Mrs. Bogovich stated that a drainage problem exists on 
her side of the street.  Mr. Bowersox agreed that the street needs repaired.  On 
February 16, the Street Committee will be meeting with Mr. Don Free, of Penn DOT, 
to write the bids for the street projects planned for 2001.  The council hopes to have 
the bids out in March.  Mr. Yaple stated that the Sewer Authority is considering 
making repairs to Priestley Avenue and Fourth Street.  He requested the list of streets 
that the borough will be paving this year so the Sewer Authority can complete any 
repairs on those streets before the street is paved.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the 
borough would not allow the utility companies to open the street for five years 
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following the paving, except in emergency situations.  Mrs. Bogovich asked who is 
responsible for installing streetlights in the hill section.  Mr. Wolfe told her that he 
believes it is probably the borough’s responsibility.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the 
deeds would need to be checked and the solicitor should be consulted.  Mr. Wolfe 
added that lights for on the hill section would have to be considered next year 
because this year’s commitments are set.   

• Mrs. Brosius asked if the borough is considering a push button for pedestrian crossing 
on the traffic light proposed for Fourth and Duke Streets.  Council felt that a 
pedestrian crossing button should be included.  Mrs. Brosius also asked why the other 
traffic lights in the borough do not have push buttons.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he 
believes the new lights are to have buttons for pedestrian crossing, but the traffic 
lights are not yet completed.  

4. Larson Design Group, Inc. has requested that the borough sign a contract for their 
engineering services for the year 2001.  Larson’s does not charge retainer fees as a 
part of the agreement.  The advantage to having the contract is that the engineering 
firm would be readily available to answer any questions from the borough.  Mr. 
Wolfe made a motion to accept the contract from Larson Design Group.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger asked if a schedule of fees was included with 
the contract.  Mr. Wolfe read the contract.  No fee structure was included in the 
contract submitted to the council.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion, pending the receipt 
of a fee structure. 

5. In December, the Second Street School Committee recommended that the school be 
utilized as a community center that would house the municipal administrative offices 
as well as the police department.  The playground area and gymnasium would be used 
for recreational purposes.  They recommended that the grant money that has been 
received be spent for the replacement of a heating system and roof.  Mr. Redington 
informed council that he has contacted two roofing contractors and two heating 
contractors to provide the information needed to draw up the bids.  He hopes to have 
the specifications soon.  Mr. Redington added that one of the roofing contractors 
informed him that the deterioration of the roofing sheeting was more extensive than 
originally thought.  He added that it was suggested that a different type of roof be 
considered instead of the flat roof.  Mr. Wolfe suggested the council adopt the 
creation of a Community Center Board as recommended by the Second Street School 
Committee.  One member would be a council member, one member would be a 
member of the Parks and Recreation Committee, and three to five other residents 
would be named as members.  Mrs. Brosius stated that she has visited the Lewisburg 
Community Center.  Their board is an authority, composed of several municipalities.  
Mr. Shaffer suggested that Mrs. Brosius and Mr. Daddario to explore the methods of 
operation at other area community centers.  Atty. Brosius suggested that the council 
expand the advisory committee, under the direction of Mr. Redington.  Mr. Shaffer 
made a motion to appoint the 2nd Street School Advisory Committee.  The members 
of the committee are Mr. Larry Redington, Mrs. Gretchen Brosius, Mr. Mike 
Daddario, Mrs. Ruth Ford, Ms. Margaret Weirick, Atty. Eugene Brosius, and Mr. 
Greg Shaffer.  Two youth representatives will be selected from recommendations 
from the high school guidance office.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 

6. Houtz Printing is currently working on the newsletter for delivery next week.  Mr. 
Wolfe announced that the borough’s web site is www.northumberlandborough.com. 

7. Mrs. Groninger questioned if the work at Pineknotter Park should be continued 
before the temperature is consistently above freezing and the soil is not frozen.  The 
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baseball leagues have informed the council that they have obtained other fields to 
play baseball for the 2001 season.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to inform Larson 
Design Group, Inc. that no work is to begin at Pineknotter Park until DEP’s 
conditions are met and the borough receives DEP’s written approval.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

8. Two borough residents have volunteered to serve on the Appeals Board.  Mr. Shaffer 
made a motion to appoint Mr. Michael P. McWilliams and Mr. Robert Waltz to serve 
on the Appeals Board.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote – All 
ayes. 

9. The borough does not have a deed to the Priestley Avenue Extension.  Mr. Wolfe will 
contact Atty. Best regarding the status of obtaining a deed and the ordinance to accept 
the street.  Atty. Best will also be asked about the legality of charging residents for 
the curbing on Priestley Avenue. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of the Council Meetings of 

December 5, 2000, December 19, 2000, December 27, 2000, January 2, 2001, and 
January 16, 2001, as corrected.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.   

3. SUN Bank notified council that the Business District Parking Lot Certificate of 
Deposit matures on February 8, 2001.  The current interest rate on the Certificate of 
Deposit is 5%; the borough’s checking accounts are currently earning 6.49% interest.  
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to transfer the money from the Certificate of Deposit into 
one of the borough’s checking accounts.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  

4. Mr. Wolfe announced that the council plans to honor Representative Merle Phillips at 
the February 20th meeting.  The council plans to present him with a citation for the 
assistance he has provided to the borough.  The Daily Item will be contacted and 
invited to attend this meeting. 

5. Mrs. Fran Bogovich stated that the existing midrise has had six vacancies since 
December.  She is also aware of vacancies at the high rises in Sunbury.  She is asking 
why the borough needs another midrise in town.  The agreement between the borough 
and the Housing Authority is for the Housing Authority to pay 25% of the profit to 
the borough once the loans are paid off.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he believes the 
payback is to begin once the second midrise is paid for.  Mr. Ditton stated that he had 
heard that the Housing Authority has a waiting list.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he was 
aware of borough residents who do not wish to move into the downtown midrise, but 
are waiting for the new midrise to be built.  Mrs. Bogovich stated that the Housing 
Authority provides the borough with a copy of their audit report each year and that 
they have money invested in Certificates of Deposits.  She does not feel that 
something else could be done with the Sixth Street property since the vacancies exist 
at the other area high-rises.  She added that the Housing Authority could then start to 
pay the borough a percentage of the profits.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that council 
take some of the concerns to a Housing Authority meeting.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
the Housing Authority agreed to pay the borough 25% of their profits in response to 
the borough loaning them $1,000,000.  Atty. Brosius stated that the borough gave the 
Housing Authority $1,000,000.  Mr. Daddario stated that the midrise is exempt from 
the borough’s rental inspections because they are nonprofit.  Mr. Shaffer said that one 
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of the high-rises in Sunbury have converted some of the units to low-income housing.  
He also stated that the Department of Labor and Industry inspects the midrise each 
year.  Mr. Wolfe asked that representatives from the Housing Authority, Mr. Dale 
Heim and Atty. Mike Balducci, be invited to attend the next council meeting. 

6. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to designate Statewide Tax Recovery Services to collect 
delinquent 2000 per capita and occupation privilege taxes.  Mr. Bowersox seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

7. Mrs. Groninger asked if the borough has received any responses from garbage haulers 
to service the borough.  No responses have been received yet. 

8. The borough has received information about the State Association of Boroughs 
Spring Conference.  It is scheduled for March 18 through March 20 at the Holiday 
Inn at Harrisburg/ Hershey.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he hoped that someone from 
council would be able to attend.    

9. Mr. Ditton was told that people have been dumping garbage at the Recycling Center. 
At times, these people can be identified.  When they can be identified, the police are 
called and the violators are fined.  However, the borough receives very little of the 
fine.  It was suggested that violators perform community service at the recycling 
center.  If they do not wish to perform community service, they would be assessed a 
fine.  Mr. Redington said that the violators have been sited under state law and 
suggested that the borough adopt an ordinance prohibiting dumping garbage at the 
recycling center.  In this manner, the borough would receive the money for the fine.  
Mr. Wolfe will consult the solicitor regarding this ordinance. 

10. Mr. Bowersox asked that Atty. Best also be asked if an ordinance could be written          
that provides for the borough to release the bituminous or cement concrete when 
contractors are working for the borough. 

11. Mr. Ditton asked if the list of exempt properties in the borough could be obtained for 
review.  The list is available in the office.  The list of exempt parcels will be reviewed 
and the Assessment Office will be contacted if it is felt that an exempt status should 
be changed.   

12. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to purchase a 2002 Ford Explorer from Ford Motor 
Company at a price of $26,211.85 for the Police Department.  This price includes the 
vehicle cost and an extended warranty.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  The 
money to pay for the vehicle will come from the Parking Meter Fund.  This fund 
currently totals around $16,000.  Mr. Redington stated that there would be some 
additional costs required for changing over the radio, etc.  The vehicle will be 
purchased through the Municipal Lease Program with two yearly payments at a cost 
of $13,573.54 per payment.  The vehicle will be ordered now with delivery expected 
in three or four months.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

13. Mr. Redington stated that when the new vehicle is received, the police department 
would be rotating a vehicle out of service.  Mr. Redington is recommending that the 
1997 Chevy Blazer be sold.  The other option would be the 1995 Ford, the unmarked 
police car.  The blazer has 72,000 miles; the car has 60,000.  Mr. Bowersox suggested 
that the borough could keep the Blazer for the code officer and sell the code car.  He 
stated that the car would not be worth as much as the Blazer.  Mr. Redington stated 
that the wholesale value of a vehicle used as a family car that would be similar to the 
Blazer is $12,000.  The equipment currently in the Blazer would transfer into the 
Explorer and the proceeds from the sale of the Blazer could be used toward the 
additional costs in transferring the equipment.   

14. Mr. Bowersox related a conversation with a representative from Allenwood 
Equipment Company.  He stated that the borough could trade-in the snow blower and 
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the two-wheel drive backhoe for a four-wheel drive backhoe.  Mr. Shaffer suggested 
that Mr. Bowersox obtain prices.  Others concurred.   

15. Mrs. Groninger suggested that the since the borough belongs to the Susquehanna 
Valley Chamber of Commerce that a representative of the borough should attend the 
meetings, whenever possible.  Mr. Redington and Mayor Wetzel have attended 
meetings.  Mr. Shaffer suggested that Jan Bowman attend if council members are 
unable to attend.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she wanted to encourage representatives 
from the borough to attend. 

16. A letter was received from DEP announcing a Watershed Team Meeting to be held 
on February 28, 2001 at the Columbia County Ag Center.  If anyone is available to 
attend, a response is requested by February 16th. 

17. Mr. Redington stated that the Police Department would like to purchase an additional 
speed-timing device at a cost of $700.  The money to purchase the equipment would 
eventually come from the sale of the Blazer.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to loan the 
$700.00 for the speed-timing device with the money to be reimbursed after the sale of 
the Blazer.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
February 20, 2001 

 
 
Borough Council President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Bryan Wolfe, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” 
Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, and Mr. Paul Bowersox.  Others present were Mayor 
Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Mr. Larry Redington, 
Chief of Police, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Presentation to Representative Merle Phillips 
Mr. Wolfe thanked Rep. Phillips for his assistance in obtaining money for the borough 
for Second Street School.  Mr. Wolfe presented Rep. Phillips with a plaque, declaring 
him an honorary citizen of the borough, and a Pineknotter hat.  Rep. Phillips stated that 
he feels that his job is to bring assistance back to the communities in his district.  He told 
council that he is also working on other projects for the borough, including Pineknotter 
Park and the traffic light at the corner of 4th and Duke Streets.  Mrs. Groninger stated that 
the people of Northumberland appreciate the work he has done for our borough, and the 
recreational facilities that have been improved because of his work. 
 
Appoint New Council Member 
Mr. Wolfe announced that two candidates have applied for the vacant borough council 
seat.  Mr. Gregory Carl stated that he has lived in the borough for 12 years.  He is a union 
steward at International Home Foods.  He feels that this experience will assist him in the 
work as a borough council member.  He is thirty-three years old and worked on the 
Haunted House last year.  Mr. Carl is planning to run for a four year seat in the election 
this year.  Mrs. Groninger asked if he is available during the day.  His work hours are 
weekdays from 6:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. or later.  He stated that normally, he is not 
available during the day.  He is interested in serving on the Property and Ordinance 
Committees.  Mr. Donald Troxell was the other candidate for the position.  He has been a 
lifetime borough resident and works in construction.  He is interested in working with the 
Second Street School project and the street program.  He feels that his past experience in 
the construction business would be an asset to the borough in the development of these 
projects.  Mrs. Groninger asked if he is available in the daytime.  He is self-employed 
and can be available if needed.  Mr. Troxell is interested in serving on the Street and 
Property Committees.  Mr. Wolfe nominated Gregory Carl and Donald Troxell for the 
vacant council seat.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  She stated that she 
appreciates Mr. Carl’s youth and his work on the Haunted House.  At this time, she feels 
that the borough needs someone who would be available during the day and could help 
on the street committee.  She believes that the borough would benefit by Mr. Troxell’s 
expertise regarding streets and construction.  Mr. Wolfe requested a roll call vote, with 
the council members naming the candidate of his choice.  Roll call vote – Mr. Shaffer, 
Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe voted for Mr. Carl; Mrs. Groninger voted for 
Mr. Troxell. Mr. Carl was named to the council by a 4-1 vote.  Mr. Wolfe thanked Mr. 
Troxell for applying for the position and encouraged him to be involved.  Mayor Wetzel 
administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Carl. 



 2

Mr. Wolfe asked the solicitor about the council’s responsibility to call a public hearing 
when a council member has been absent from two consecutive meetings.  Atty. Best 
stated that the council does have the power to call a meeting to discuss the council 
member’s absence.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the borough office contact Mr. Slodysko to 
obtain a convenient time for him to meet with the council.  The office had received the 
information that Mr. Slodysko is in Florida.   
 
Public Comment 
The 12 visitors present introduced themselves.    

• Mr. Jim Groninger, the borough’s representative to the Penn Valley Airport 
Authority, informed the council that the Airport Authority is currently undergoing 
a runway expansion project.  They have applied for grants for this project and are 
also raising money for a new terminal building at the airport.  A kick-off is 
scheduled for the Central Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce meeting on 
Friday and he invited council members to attend.  Mr. Groninger stated that 
several businesses in the immediate Northumberland area are utilizing the airport.   

 
• Atty. Chuck Saylor, a candidate for the third judgeship in Northumberland 

County, introduced himself and requested the support of the citizens of the 
borough.  He, his wife, Marty, and family have resided in Northumberland since 
1974.  The other two candidates for the position are from the coal region.  Atty. 
Saylor informed the council that he is cross-filing for the May primary and 
invited anyone to contact him with any questions or concerns.  He also stated that 
he is willing to meet with any interested group.     

 
Northumberland Housing Authority  
Mr. Dale Heim informed council that two representatives from DCED inspected the 
midrise and the Steele School site on January 22nd.  The Housing Authority is applying 
for a grant through DCED.  The Authority also plans to meet with a lending officer from 
a local bank for additional financing.  He stated that there are twelve or thirteen people 
on the list for the new building.  This building will have thirty units.  There are currently 
four vacancies at the Lewis Building.  He stated that older residents do not like to move 
in the cold weather and that several people are in the process of selling their homes.  Mr. 
Heim stated that Rep. Phillips was instrumental in helping the Housing Authority with 
the grant application for DCED.  The Housing Authority hopes to have the project 
completed in 2002.  In the last 9 ½ years, the Authority has had less than a 1% vacancy 
allowance at the Lewis Building.  The Housing Authority does have tenants who smoke.  
Mr. Heim said that the people who smoke, do so in their units or outside, not in the 
public areas.  The Housing Authority meets the third Thursday of each month.  The board 
is comprised of eight members.  The two vacancies on the board are due to the recent 
deaths of two members.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

• Mr. Paul Ruane stated that he performed the first rental inspection this morning 
and has another inspection planned for tomorrow.   

• The borough received a letter from PG Energy requesting that the borough waive 
the permit and inspection fees for the gas main that is being extended from 
Milton, along the railroad right-of-way to Priestley Avenue, north on Priestley 
Avenue to Hanover Street, and east on Hanover Street to below the railroad 
tracks.  Mr. Ruane stated that the gas company is offering to pave Priestley 
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Avenue and Hanover Street where the line is installed.  The letter does not specify 
the thickness of the overlay, or if they would be responsible for any necessary 
base repairs.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the borough should meet with the gas 
company to obtain more information before approval is given.   

• Mr. Heim asked if all rental units are to be inspected by the borough.  He was 
informed that all properties that are inspected by state or federal agencies are 
exempt from the borough’s inspections.  Another gentleman asked what the 
money would be used for that is raised by the inspection fee.  Mr. Wolfe informed 
him that it is being used to pay the inspector as well as to generate more revenue 
within the general fund.   

 
Executive Session  
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:36 p.m.  The council meeting was 
reconvened at 7:54 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that council discussed a personnel issue 
and the Cop Grant. 
 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe conducted the Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2001-2, Rental 

Regulation Act of 2001.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2001-2.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger questioned the $125.00 fee.    
This fee is assessed per entity, not for each unit, and is to be charged once a year.  No 
other fee is to be charged.  Mr. Daddario asked if properties that are inspected by 
insurance companies are exempt from the inspection.  Mr. Shaffer stated that if a 
government entity inspects a rental property, the borough would not inspect the 
property.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

2. Larson Design Group, Inc. has submitted a contract for 2001.  They have also 
submitted their fee structure to the borough.  Mr. Walters had informed the office that 
when a cost estimate is provided to the borough, the council could then negotiate to 
reduce the estimate.  The fee schedule provides for a range and is non-negotiable.  
The contract does not have a retainer fee.  By entering into the contract, the Borough 
would have better access to the engineering professionals.  Mrs. Groninger discussed 
a phone conversation with Mr. Walters regarding the hydraulic study of the borough.  
Mr. Walters had information of work that had been prepared by Brinjac and Larson 
engineers.  Since that conversation, the information that had been provided to the 
borough has been located.  Mr. Shaffer stated that without a contract, the borough 
would be at the mercy of the engineering firm and their availability.  Mr. Ruane 
informed the council that during the construction at the Recycling Building, it was 
necessary for the contractor to talk to the engineer.  The engineer was available and 
came to the site to discuss the situation.  Larson’s had charged the borough for the 
plans.  The engineer has inspected the construction site several times and has not 
charged additional fees.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the council has learned that they 
must stay on top of any project and obtain written documentation rather than verbal 
verification.  Mr. Ditton does not like the fact that Larson cannot be held responsible 
for any mistakes that may be made.  Atty. Best stated that even though this clause it 
part of the contract, the borough may still have legal recourse.  Engineers from 
Larson’s can meet with the borough on Monday to review the borough’s storm water 
system and discuss a hydraulic study.   Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the 
contract with Larson Design Group.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted 
aye.  Mr. Ditton voted no.  The motion passed 5-1.  
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3. Second Street School Update   
Mr. Redington stated that he has received information from a roofing contractor.  Mr. 
Ditton said that he has learned that one of the fire companies in Sunbury has had 
problems with a roof that was installed on a building without the expertise of an 
engineer.  He suggested that the council should consider engaging an engineer to 
develop the specifications for the roof.  Mr. Redington stated that he feels that the 
roofing project at the school is something that can be done without consulting an 
engineer.  He does feel that it would be prudent to engage the engineer to assist with 
the heating and cooling system for the building.  Mr. Redington feels that the borough 
should be able to install the heat and roof with the money that was obtained from the 
grant from the state.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion that Larson’s be consulted about 
the design for the heating and air conditioning system for the building and to obtain a 
price for their services.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Mr. Redington has asked the guidance counselor for recommendations for the youth 
representatives to the Advisory Board.  Mrs. Brosius announced that the Advisory 
Board would meet the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the borough hall.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that Todd Sees is interested in working with the committee.   

4. Mr. Wolfe stated that at the last council meeting, Mr. Robert Waltz and Mr. Mike 
McWilliams were appointed to the Appeals Board.  Their terms were not set at that 
meeting.  Mr. Wolfe appointed Mr. Waltz to the one year term and Mr. McWilliams 
to the two year term.  Mr. Wolfe also announced the terms for the members of the 
Planning Commission.  Mr. Slodysko is the council representative; Mr. Ditton’s term 
expires in August of 2001, Mr. Mike Mertz’s term expires in August of 2002, Mr. 
James Troup’s term expires in August of 2003, and Mrs. Carol Spigelmeyer’s term 
expires in August of 2004. 

5. Mr. Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger presented the Street Committee Report.  Mr. Don 
Free, from Penn DOT, met with the Street Committee and recommended that the 
borough obtain a hydraulic study and have the drainage system updated before streets 
are paved.  Mrs. Groninger stated that at the last meeting the committee discussed 
placing bids for the topcoat on Strawbridge Road, inlets and storm pipe renovation, 
and base repairs at 5th and Prince Streets.  The committee recommends patching 
streets where necessary, opening a parallel ditch off Penn Street, and try to open the 
storm drains that flow into the drainage ditch.  Fourth Street from King to Orange or 
from Duke to Orange is to be paved.  The committee has discussed installing new 
storm pipe at the same time.  New curbing is to be installed at the northeast corner at 
Second and King Streets.  Don Free explained that the drainage is most important, 
and should be done from the low part of town up.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the streets to be 
patched are those on the plan that was established.  Mr. Bowersox said that base 
repairs are needed at Fifth and Prince Streets and these are part of the plan.  Mr. 
Bowersox stated that handicapped curb must be installed at the corners of streets that 
are paved.  Council decided to meet with engineers from Larson Design Group on 
Monday, February 26, at 5:30 p.m. to discuss a hydraulic study.   The hydraulic study 
would aid in determining what size pipes are required to handle the water.  The study 
could be done in phases over several years.  Larson Design Group and Brinjac have 
provided some information regarding drainage problem areas throughout the 
borough.  Mr. Bowersox would like to have the work discussed let out for bid in 
March.  Mr. Wolfe commended the Street Committee for the work they have done.  
Mr. Shaffer stated that if the work on streets and storm drains are begun at the lower 
part of town, council should consider having the streets on the hill section, such as 
Susquehanna and Jefferson, patched by a professional sealing firm.  If the cracks 
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were sealed, these streets could be preserved.  Mr. Bowersox stated that Eastern 
charges $4,000 a day for a milling machine.  Mr. Wolfe appointed Mr. Shaffer and 
Mr. Ditton to the Street Committee, in addition to Mr. Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger.  
Mrs. Brosius questioned if the committee could consist of four council members since 
there would be a quorum.  Atty. Best recommended that only three council members 
be appointed to the committee.  Mr. Shaffer was appointed.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
committee meetings are open to the public and all council members could attend the 
meetings.  Mr. Wolfe would like other residents of the borough to become involved.   

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Ditton made a motion to pay the bills; Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  

Brinjac will be contacted for additional information they may have for the borough 
before the final payment is made to them.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

2. Mr. Wolfe announced that Mr. Steve Slayton has completed the 1999 Report.  Mr. 
Ditton questioned why any information obtained after December 31, 1999, should be 
included in the report.  Atty. Best explained that, under general accounting principles, 
the auditor must identify facts that pertain to the period of time after the audit, if he 
knows them.  Mr. Shaffer added that anything relating to the financial status of the 
borough or its possible future status, known as of the date the audit is published, must 
be included in the 1999 audit based on Standard Accepted Accounting Principles.   
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the 1999 Audit Report, which was prepared by 
Steve Slayton.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, 
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted 
no.  The motion passed 5-1.  Copies of the 1999 audit report were made available for 
public inspection.                        

3. The Recycling Committee would like the council to disburse funds the volunteer 
organization.  The recycling account currently has a balance of approximately 
$900.00.  The Recycling Committee also has a bank account.  The committee 
receives payment for clear glass, but not for green or brown glass.  Newspapers are 
collected but generate no income.  Mr. Wolfe requested that representatives of the 
Recycling Committee be asked to attend the council meeting on March 20.  The issue 
of disbursing the funds was tabled until the next meeting.  Mr. Bowersox asked if the 
borough must continue the curbside pickup.  Mr. Redington stated that the curbside 
pickup started when funding for the trailer and salary for one employee had been 
obtained with grant funds.  It is unknown if the borough is still obligated to have the 
curbside pickup.    

4. The Fire Police have received grant money to purchase a new vehicle.  The tag from 
the old vehicle is to be transferred to the new vehicle.  They have a prospective buyer 
for their old van.  The titles for the vehicles are in the borough’s name so a 
representative of the borough will need to sign the papers.  The borough covers the 
insurance on the vehicle.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to permit the Fire Police to 
purchase the 1993 Suburban from Sunbury Motors for $12,500, and to authorize them 
to sell the van they currently own to the highest bidder.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

5. Mr. Wolfe appointed Mr. Carl to the Parks & Recreation Commission.   
6. Mr. Wolfe stated that Ms. Kelley was on the Parks and Recreation, Streets, and the 

Personnel Committee, and chairman of the Ordinance Committee.  Mr. Shaffer is 
replacing her on the Street Committee and Mr. Carl is replacing her on the Parks and 
Recreation Committee. 

7. Upcoming seminars were discussed. 
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• Mr. Shaffer made a motion to send two of the borough street crew to the HRI 
seminar on February 27, 2001 in Williamsport.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• The Dirt and Gravel Road Seminar is scheduled for March 28.  Action on this 
seminar was tabled until more information is obtained.  

• Mr. Bowersox made a motion to send Steve Haas to the Tree Pruning Seminar at 
the Edison Hotel on March 28.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Ms. Weirick 
and Mr. Shuman, members of the Shade Tree Commission, are also planning to 
attend.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

• Mr. Shaffer made a motion that Don Keeley and Jim Dodge attend the Spring 
Road Maintenance Seminar on April 18, 2001, in Williamsport.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

8. Mr. Redington stated that Rep. Phillips informed him that he continues to have 
discussions concerning the traffic light at the corner of Fourth and Duke Streets. 

9. Pfeiffer-Naginey has contacted Mr. Redington to update the police policies and 
procedures.  He is requesting that the borough employ Deniel Robenolt, the former 
borough intern, to do the typing needed to complete the project.  Mr. Shaffer made a 
motion to hire Ms. Robenolt to complete the project at a per diem rate of $7.00 per 
hour.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

10. The Police Department is hosting a Spanish Class for law enforcement officers from 
the borough and neighboring communities on Thursday evenings.  The Police 
Department will collect the tuition from the outside entities and the borough will then 
issue one check to pay the teachers.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to permit the Police 
Department to host the class and to collect the tuition and pay the teachers as 
requested.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

11. Mr. Gottshall requested permission for the Fire Police to park their new vehicle in 
one of the three bays underneath the crime lab.  The suggestion will be discussed with 
the borough crew. 

12. Mr. Wolfe announced that Heim’s Disposal Service gave the borough a bid to remove 
the refuse from the Recycling Center.  Their bid is higher than the amount the 
borough is currently paying to Waste Management.  No other bids have been 
received.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the Police Department enforce the law to obtain 
Hauler’s Permits.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to enforce the ordinance that the 
garbage haulers must obtain permits.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mrs. 
Groninger amended her motion to include the enforcement of all ordinances.  Mr. 
Ditton amended his second.  Council discussed the need for this motion.  Mr. Shaffer 
made a suggestion that Waste Management be sent a certified letter, stipulating that 
they obtain permits within ten (10) days, for each truck, or they would be cited for 
each truck that is seen in the borough without a permit.  Mr. Redington asked if 
council wanted to obtain a new hauler for the borough before citing Waste 
Management.  Mrs. Groninger removed her motion.  

13. Mr. Bowersox made a motion that Area Ambulance Service should not be permitted 
to have a key or move into the Rescue Squad building until the lease is signed.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

14. Allenwood Equipment has provided Mr. Bowersox with a price of $4,835 for a quick 
disconnect for the snow blower.  Liquid Fuel money could be used for this purchase.  
Mr. Bowersox had obtained pricing for a new backhoe, trading in the old backhoe.  
He stated that the cost was not feasible.  A representative from Allenwood 
demonstrated the use of the snow blower to the street crew and council members.  
The issue was tabled until a later date. 
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15. Correspondence was received from Brad Southern, a young man who is interested in 
having a skate park in the borough.  Mr. Shaffer read an article in the Pennsylvania 
Borough News that most boroughs, after discussing the issue with their insurance 
companies, have decided not to build skate parks because of the liability.  Mrs. 
Groninger suggested forwarding the correspondence and a copy of the article from 
the Pennsylvania Borough News to the Recreation Commission.  The borough office 
will write a letter to Brad Southern, acknowledging his request and informing him of 
the council’s action. 

16. Mrs. Groninger showed the council members a design for a sign for the entrances to 
the borough. Mr. Dink Shaffer had prepared the design.  Mr. Redington had included 
the purchase of signs in the grant application for Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the borough could purchase the signs, stipulating that once the grant money is 
received, the borough account be reimbursed. 

 
Due to the time, 10:00 p.m., Mr. Ditton made a motion to extend the meeting.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to ask Mr. Dink Shaffer to construct four signs for the 
entrances to the borough, with the amount for time and material not to exceed $1,000.    
Mr. Shaffer stated that he would second the motion if the amount were raised to 
$2,000.  Mr. Redington said that the amount being applied for through the grant is 
$1,000 for each sign, for a total of $4,000.  Mr. Wolfe removed his motion and stated 
that he would contact Mr. Shaffer to obtain more information. 
 

Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:03 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
March 6, 2001 

 
 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.     
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith 
Groninger, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, and Mr. Greg Carl.  Mr. Tom Slodysko was 
absent. 
 
Mr. Wolfe read Mr. Slodysko’s letters of resignation from Borough Council and the Planning 
Commission.  He cited his employment responsibilities and conflicts with being able to attend 
council meetings as the reason for his resignation.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to accept Mr. 
Slodysko’s resignation, with regret, and to send a letter of thanks to Mr. Slodysko for his work 
on council.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced the new committee assignments.  Mr. Carl was named as the Chairman of 
the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mr. Bowersox is to remain a member of that committee 
and the third position on the committee is vacant.  Mrs. Groninger is the Chairman of the 
Property Committee.  The members are Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Carl.  Mr. Ditton is the Chairman 
of the Personnel Committee, with members being Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Wolfe.  The Public 
Safety and Finance Committees remain the same.  Mr. Shaffer replaces Ms. Kelley on the Streets 
Committee, Mr. Bowersox is the chairman and Mrs. Groninger is the other member.  Mr. Carl 
will serve as the Acting Chairman of the Ordinance Committee.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Wolfe are 
the other members. 
 
The visitors in attendance introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Peter John told council that he had parked on the even side of Queen Street on Monday and 
received a ticket.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the mayor had declared a Snow Emergency.  The 
information that a Snow Emergency was in effect was sent to the newspaper, radio stations, and 
TV station.  The streets in the Snow Emergency route are posted.  Mr. John stated that the 
residents were not aware that an emergency had been declared.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that 
the issue should be addressed in The Pineknotter News, informing residents to listen to the radio 
station for Snow Emergency information. 
Mr. Wolfe stated that in the future, the council would consider better ways to communicate the 
fact that a Snow Emergency is in effect.  It was suggested that the borough could post signs 
along the route stating that the Snow Emergency is in effect.   
 
Sewer Authority Report 
• Mr. Dan Yaple stated that the Authority is meeting with their engineers to determine work to 

be done on Priestley Avenue between Queen and King Streets, and possibly above King 
Street. 

• The authority has met with ButterKrust concerning the authority’s MIPP (Municipal 
Industrial Pretreatment Program).  This plan had been put into effect by borough council, 
prior to the formation of the Sewer Authority.  ButterKrust, or any industry, may not 
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discharge material that would be detrimental to, or overload, the sewer system.  The 
standards have been established as what the maximum level of discharge may be from an 
industrial source.  The discharge is monitored through sampling.  Every industry is different 
with the type of pre-treatment system that is required.  ConRail, Keystone Forge, and 
Mohawk Doors have pretreatment systems.  Resilite does not have a pretreatment system.  
They do have a permit.  Their discharge is monitored and does not require pretreatment.  The 
bakery may need to install a pre-treatment system.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the pretreatment 
system is being required before the bakery moves into the building.  Mr. Yaple explained 
that the bakery would need to meet the parameters.  If the parameters can be met through 
housekeeping, a pretreatment system would not be necessary.  The company has been 
provided with the parameters and will need to determine if a pretreatment system is 
necessary.  Mr. Yaple told council that he thought the ordinance that addresses this plan is 
Ordinance 94-1.  Mr. Yaple stated that the type of pre-treatment system that may be needed 
by the bakery should be relatively simple.  It is called a bag filter system or a simple settling 
basin to remove the worst of the flour and the grease, and let the water go.  The company 
may still discharge material that contains pollutants.  Typical sewage concentration is up to 
250 parts BOD and up to 250 parts of suspended solids.  Mr. Yaple stated that this is a 
nationally accepted average.  If the bakery would discharge at 2,500 BOD, and they have had 
slugs like that according to documentation that Mr. Yaple was shown at Sunbury, the plant 
would receive ten times the average load.  If that happens, the plant would get an amount in 
one shot that would equal the entire organic load of the town in one day, and the plant would 
not take it, according to Mr. Yaple.  There are hydraulic loads and organic loads.  If the 
organic load is not managed properly, the plant could be overloaded because the biological 
capacity would be used up, and plant would need to be expanded.  Otherwise, if too much 
“food” is put through the system than the “good bugs” can eat, then some of the “food” will 
end up in the river and the borough could be fined.  Before a company may begin 
discharging into the sewer system, they must sign a permit, stating that they will not exceed 
certain parameters, or they may be fined.  The industry must supply the sampling, the 
metering, and demonstrate how they plan to meet the standards.  He said that ButterKrust has 
shown him numbers of what was discharged into the Sunbury system, and this amount would 
be a problem at the Northumberland Sewer Plant.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he did not want 
ButterKrust to be discouraged from moving into the community because they are bringing 
good jobs to the area.  Mr. Yaple agreed, stating that he has spoken with representatives from 
ButterKrust and their engineers, and is willing to assist them in determining how to best meet 
the parameters.  He stated that the Sewer Authority is held responsible to meet DEP and EPA 
guidelines and therefore the requirements should be enforced.   

 
Recycling Committee 
Mr. Phil Hallden, President of the Recycling Committee, addressed the council.  According to 
Mr. Hallden, seven organizations volunteer at the Recycling Center.  The hours are Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to noon.   

• The market for recyclables is down.  Last year 133 tons of newspapers were recycled.  
The committee does not get paid for newspapers.  The committee is currently being paid 
1 ½ cents per pound for steel.  Other recyclables that can be sold are clear glass, 
aluminum, and cardboard.  The committee is stockpiling aluminum, steel, and cardboard 
until the prices increase.  

• Mr. Hallden stated that the renovations at the Recycling Center have gone well. 
• The Recycling Committee has been filing Performance Grants for five years and has not 

received money.  Mr. Hallden stated that the reports have been filed with 
Northumberland County.  Mr. Hallden has met with a county representative and was told 



 3

that no records exist with the county.  It is Mr. Hallden’s understanding that the county 
was to file a report with the state.  Once the county received payment, the borough was to 
be paid.  The borough should receive $5.00 per ton from the state for all material 
recycled in the borough.  Mr. Ron Sommers, of DEP, has provided the borough office 
with a contact in Harrisburg to obtain additional information.  According to Mr. 
Sommers, the borough can file a report for the Performance Grant without going through 
Northumberland County.   

• Mr. Hallden stated that the organizations had received $1,000 to $2,000 per organization 
in past years.  Recently, because the prices for recyclable materials are low, the 
organizations have not received as much money.  The borough spent $5,134 from the 
General Fund in 2000 for expenses associated with recycling.  These expenses included 
electric, water, telephone, fuel, and vehicle repairs. 

• Lycoming County sends payments for clear glass to the borough.  This money is 
deposited into the Recycling Account.  Mr. Hallden explained that the Recycling 
Committee has always had a savings account and a checking account.  The Committee 
receives money collected for cardboard and cans.  Lycoming County will not distribute 
payment for recyclables to the committee; they make payment to the municipalities.   

• According to Mr. Sommers, the borough must provide curbside pickup of three different 
recyclables once a month, as stipulated by a former grant received from the borough.   

• The current Recycling Grant includes provisions for public education.  The Committee 
will provide information for the next borough newsletter to explain the materials 
accepted at the recycling center.   

• Mr. Hallden stated that he would like the people who are caught dumping garbage with 
Recycling materials to have to volunteer at the center.  Mr. Hallden also feels that Waste 
Management should be removing the three bins of garbage free of charge in exchange for 
parking a truck at the center and collecting garbage from residents.   

• Mr. Hallden asked if the county pays the borough to have secured parking at the 
Recycling Center?  He feels that they should be paying the borough for this space.  

• The Recycling Committee is researching a grant to purchase a baler for newspapers and 
plastic at a cost of $30,000 to $40,000.  This includes installation.  He does not know if a 
local match will be required for this grant.  Council requested that if local match is 
needed, the committee should try to provide the council with the amount when the budget 
is being prepared.  Mr. Hallden agreed and also suggested that the borough charge the 
local businesses for picking up their recyclables.   

• Mr. Shaffer made a motion to close out the borough’s Recycling Account and make a 
line item for Recycling in the General Fund.  The Recycling Committee is to be issued a 
check once a year for funds received by the borough for recyclables.  The money in the 
Recycling Account is to be given to the Recycling Committee.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

• Mrs. Groninger made a motion to inform the county that the secured parking space at the 
Recycling Center would no longer be available as of April 1, 2001.  The council 
discussed the option of charging for the space.  Mr. Redington stated that the county 
charges the borough for storing vehicles at the county garage.  Mrs. Groninger withdrew 
her motion. 

• Mr. Shaffer made a motion to charge Northumberland County $20.00 per vehicle per 
month to park at the Recycling Center, effective April 1, 2001.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; 
Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 

• Mr. Shaffer made a motion to disburse the balance of the Recycling Account to the 
Recycling Committee.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Old Business 
1. Mr. Redington informed the council that the Second Street School Committee met on March 

5, 2001.  They are exploring ways to run the Community Center part of the building by 
contacting Community Centers in other municipalities.  

• Mr. Redington spoke with an engineer from Larson Design Group, Inc. to discuss biomass 
heating, burning corn as a fuel source using a boiler system.  Grants may be possible for 
alternative fuel source heating systems.  

• The committee is exploring the cost of installing roof trusses over the old roof and putting 
metal roofing on the building.  The metal roof would be more costly than the flat roof.  Mr. 
Redington has contacted Zartman Construction for technical advice.  The committee 
recommends that before making a decision on the roof, all possibilities be explored.   

• The committee now has three youth representatives.   
• The borough has received notification that $52,000 for handicapped features for the school 

building has been approved.  Mr. Redington had applied to the county for the funding.  
Northumberland County administers Community Block Grant funds for smaller communities 
that are unable to apply directly for the grants.    

2. Pineknotter Park Update – The first payment of $37,827 is due to Gutelius Excavating, Inc.  
Atty. Best stated that the information required by the state for the borough’s loan would be 
submitted tomorrow.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to transfer $37,827 from the General 
Contingency Fund to the General Fund to pay Gutelius Excavating, Inc.  The General 
Contingency Fund is to be reimbursed when the loan is secured.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

3. Mr. Bowersox reported that the Street Committee plans to pave Strawbridge Road and part of 
Fourth Street this year.  The committee is working with PG Energy to pave Priestley Avenue.   
• Larson Design Group has recommended that a hydraulic study of the borough be done in 

stages, addressing the most pressing problem area first.  They will provide the council 
with a cost estimate for the hydraulic study and will be present at the March 20 council 
meeting.  Both Larson’s and Don Free of PennDOT have stated that the storm sewer and 
drainage problems in the borough should be addressed before streets are paved.   

• The streets to be paved in 2001 are Hanover Street from Water Street to Priestley 
Avenue, Fourth Street from King Street to Hanover Street, and the Prince Street 
intersection at Fifth Street.  Inlets are to be repaired or replaced on Prince Street at Fifth 
Street and Strawbridge Road.  Mr. Bowersox stated that Fourth Street could not be paved 
until the water company repairs the street cut that was made last year.     

• The Street Committee’s written report of the February 20, 2001 committee meeting is on 
file in the Borough Office.    

• Mr. Bowersox made a motion to hire Dave Bogovich to help the borough crew remove 
snow from the downtown area, beginning at 6:00 a.m. tomorrow morning.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Rates had been obtained from several 
contractors. 

4. Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer for the month of 
February.  He also commended the Zoning Board and its solicitor for the professional 
manner in which a Zoning Hearing was conducted. 

 
5. Property Committee Report  

• Mrs. Groninger reported that the lease is ready for the Rescue Squad Building.  Atty. 
Best has approved its legality.  The rent is $725 per month for the first 9 months; $775 
per month for the next 12 months from 1/1/02 to 12/31/02; and $800 per month for thirty-
six months, from 1/1/03 to 12/31/05.  Mr. Wolfe commended the committee for a job 
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well done.  The lock to the building was changed on March 1, 2001.  The borough will 
retain two keys to the building; and the tenant will be given four keys. 

• Mrs. Groninger stated the Property Committee is getting prices for a new furnace for the 
borough garage.  The present furnace is not functioning and cannot be fixed. 

• Mrs. Groninger requested permission to remove chairs from the council room to be glued 
and repaired.  Mr. Wolfe approved the request. 

• Mrs. Groninger informed council that the fire extinguishers in all the borough buildings 
and vehicles are checked once a year and that the length of a dollar bill is approximately 
six inches. 

• Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the four-year, nine-month lease with A.R.E.A. 
Agency Services, Inc.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The lease term begins April 
1, 2001 and terminates on December 31, 2005.  The total lease payment is $44,625.  A 
security deposit is required.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

6. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to cancel recycling for the month of March due to the 
snowstorm that occurred during the recycling days scheduled.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  The borough had already announced that the recycling pickup would be 
rescheduled for next week due to the snow emergency.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger voted 
aye, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion 
failed 1-5. 

7. Mr. Wolfe announced that he is still obtaining information concerning signs to the entrances 
of the borough. 

8. Mr. Wolfe stated that the information for the invoices for Renters’ Ordinance has been 
inputted in the computer.  He asked if discount, face, and penalty and penalty periods for the 
collection of the fees should be established.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt the 
following billing structure for the Renters’ Ordinance.  The discount period is to be from the 
date of billing to May 31, at a discount of 2%; the face period is from June 1 to July 31; and 
the penalty period runs from August 1 to December 31, with a 10% penalty.  Invoices that 
are not paid by December 31 will be turned over to the collection agency.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2001 Council Meeting.  

Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve paying the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  

Mrs. Groninger asked for an explanation about the refund check to Kelly Spigelmeyer for her 
Social Security.  The borough office discovered that Social Security has been deducted from 
Kelly Spigelmeyer’s pay from her date of hire in 1999.  As a member of the police force, she 
should not have been paying into Social Security.  Steve Slayton, the borough’s auditor, 
recommended that amended returns be submitted for the 2000 federal deposits for refunds to 
the borough for the money paid into Social Security in error.  This check to Ms. Spigelmeyer 
is for a refund for the fourth quarter of 2000.  The borough also received a $481.81 refund 
for this period.  The borough and Ms. Spigelmeyer will be receiving refunds for the first 
three quarters of 2000.  Mr. Slayton will assist in obtaining refunds for Ms. Spigelmeyer and 
the borough for money paid in error in 1999 also.  Roll call vote to pay the bills - All ayes. 

3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the Fire Police Schedule of Events.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

4. A letter was received from the SEDA-Cog Flood Mitigation Committee recommending 
revisions to the borough’s floodplain management ordinance.  A second letter from SEDA-
Cog requested that the borough adopt “A Resolution to Apply for Assistance to Prepare an 
Application for the Community Rating System”.  Mrs. Gretchen Brosius explained that it is 



 6

her understanding that if the borough does not participate in this program, if an emergency 
should occur, the borough might not be eligible for FEMA funds.  Mrs. Groninger questioned 
if the revisions would limit the borough from adding improvements to Pineknotter Park in 
the future.  Council discussed the areas in the one hundred and five hundred-year flood plains 
and the fact that the effects of the levy, which was constructed up river, are unknown.  Mrs. 
Brosius stated that the committee is also addressing the storm ditch that runs parallel to the 
railroad tracks and hoping that it can be cleaned out, as well as the tunnels that run under 
Duke Street.  Mrs. Brosius announced that the Flood Mitigation Committee is having a joint 
meeting with Point Township’s Flood Mitigation Committee on March 22, 2001.  Mr. 
Bowersox made a motion to adopt resolution 2001-A, “A Resolution to Apply for Assistance 
to Prepare an Application for the Community Rating System”.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The Ordinance Committee will meet on March 19, 2001 
at 7:00 p.m. to review the revisions recommended to the borough’s floodplain management 
ordinance.  SEDA-Cog will provide the borough with copies of the “Homeowner’s Guide to 
Retrofitting, Six Ways to Protect Your House from Flooding”.  

5. The borough’s contract with Service Electric Cablevision, Inc. can be renewed at the end of 
this year.  The borough’s current contract with the cable company pays the borough three 
(3%) percent of the company’s basic rate.  According to information received from the 
Pennsylvania Association of Boroughs, municipalities are entitled to receive up to five (5%) 
percent of all fees charged by a cable company.  The current contract was for fifteen years.   
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to draft a letter to Service Electric Cablevision Inc., indicating 
that the borough would like to renegotiate the contract.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

6. Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance No. 2001-3, “The Anti-dumping 
Ordinance of 2001”.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2001-3.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

7. Council discussed replacing the copy machine in the borough office.  The annual service 
agreement for the current machine will cost $855.  Information has been received about 
purchasing or leasing a new machine from Phillips Supply House.  Council suggested 
obtaining quotes from other companies.  The discussion was tabled, pending other quotes. 

8. Mr. Ditton commended the borough crew for an excellent job of cleaning the streets during 
the snowstorm.  Other council members agreed.   

9. Mr. Ditton mentioned the fact that an amended page to the 1999 audit report has been 
received from Mr. Steve Slayton, the borough’s auditor. 

10. Correspondence has been received from the Degenstein Foundation, requesting contributions 
for a new scholarship fund that is being established.  No action was taken. 

11. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve PGEnergy’s request to permit a one-foot cutback, 
instead of a two-foot cutback, and the waiver of the permit fees in exchange for paving a 
section of Priestley Avenue.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

12. Mr. Bowersox provided the council with a price of $45.00 per hour for a grade-all, which 
could be used for cleaning out the ditch at Penn Street.  An operator fee is $30.00 per hour. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to extend the meeting for fifteen minutes.   Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 
13.  Mrs. Groninger thanked Jan Bowman for recouping money for the borough this year. .She 

also commended Mr. Ruane and Mr. Redington and stated, “We have good things happening   
in this borough”. 
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14.  Mrs. Brosius added that, as someone who has sat in council meetings since 1998, she feels      
that the borough has come a long way, and she appreciates the work the council and office 
have done for the borough. 

15. Mr. Wolfe asked for a motion to advertise for the vacant council seat.  Mrs. Groninger stated 
that the borough is not required to advertise the position.  She recommended that since the 
two good applicants were interviewed when the council filled the last vacant seat, that the 
council appoint Mr. Troxell, the second applicant, to this vacant council seat.  Mr. Troxell 
had been interviewed at the last meeting and stated that he would be interested in serving on 
the street and property committees.  He could also be available to meet during the day as 
needed.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to appoint Mr. Troxell.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Wolfe asked that Mr. Troxell be contacted and stated 
that he would be sworn in at the next council meeting. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
March 20, 2001 

 
 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Mr. Greg Shaffer, and Mr. Bryan Wolfe.  Mr. Judith Groninger was absent.   
 
Mayor Wetzel conducted the swearing in of the new councilman, Mr. Donald Troxell. 
 
Larson Design Group, Inc. Presentation 
Mr. Kurt Hetrick of Larson Design Group, Inc. presented a proposal for a Storm Water Runoff 
Improvement Study to look at drainage concerns from Fourth to Sixth Streets, extending from 
Elliott Drive, Strawbridge Road and Fifth Streets to the river.  The proposal includes checking 
the drainage areas, running the hydraulics in that area, and checking the existing conditions of 
the borough’s system and the sizes of the pipes in the area.  He estimated that the fieldwork 
would take from four to six days.  At the conclusion of the fieldwork, the company would review 
their findings with borough council members and the street crew, before developing the study.  
He explained to the council that another community utilized a study that was compiled for that 
community to aid them in applying for funding through county and state grants.  Mr. Ditton 
questioned if the firm would be able to provide more information to the borough than the study 
that was completed by Brinjac.  Mr. Bowersox stated that Larson’s could tell the borough 
location where inlets should be and the size of the piping needed for the water flow throughout 
the borough.  Mr. Hetrick stated that the firm would complete the mapping the borough obtained 
from Brinjac.  Based on the condition and drainage impact of the inlets and trunk lines, they 
would evaluate the number of inlets needed; their spacing based on grades of the streets, and 
required pipe sizes.  The improvements to the system would start at the lower end of town and go 
to the higher end.  The process for the first draft would be completed in one month.  They would 
then meet with the street personnel and council to add to the study.  Mr. Hetrick stated that the 
field workers would locate the inlets and pipes to the best of their ability.  When the engineer 
looks at the drainage area, he will, by topographic means, estimate the runoff from areas outside 
the designated area that will affect the designated area.  Mr. Ditton asked what the cost would be 
for a study of the entire borough.  Mr. Hetrick stated that South Williamsport is conducting an 
infrastructure study at a cost of approximately $70,000.  Mr. Ditton asked if a fixed price could 
be presented.  The estimate for this study includes ninety-five man-hours.  If the study takes 
more than ninety-five man-hours, the borough is to be charged at a rate of $58.80 per man-hour.  
Mr. Shaffer stated that he is not in favor of resurfacing streets until the drainage system is 
updated.  Mr. Wolfe asked if streets would be paved this year.  Mr. Bowersox stated that plans 
are to pave Priestley Avenue, Fourth Street from King Street to Hanover Street and Hanover 
Street from Water Street to Priestley Avenue.  Mr. Troxell stated that council should know what 
is underneath the streets before paving.  Mr. Hetrick stated that the intent of the proposal was to 
provide a lump sum cost.  Mr. Hetrick stated that in order to keep the project moving, Larson’s 
could be held to the lump sum cost.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to engage Larson Design 
Group, Inc. to conduct the hydraulic study at a lump sum cost of $25,300.  Mr. Shaffer seconded 
the motion.  Mr. Ditton asked to see a justification of the cost, based on what council had been 
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given as an estimate to conduct a study of the entire borough.  Mr. Carl felt that the study should 
be completed before streets are paved.  But, he also would like an explanation as to why the cost 
of the estimate for the study increased.  Mr. Shaffer stated that if the drainage problems are 
resolved, that is also an improvement to the streets.  Mr. Ditton stated that he would like a price 
for a hydraulic study for the entire town, with a separate price for the designated area.  Mr. 
Troxell asked if the council is aware of current drainage problems.  The lines that go down Sixth 
Street end at the lower side of Penn Street.  They are blocked at Penn Street.  Mr. Ditton stated 
that the gully is not included in the area to be studied.  Mr. Hetrick recommended that when a 
borough does an impact study, they should look at the different drainage areas coming into and 
going out of the borough.  This study is looking at a particular area in the borough, with 
consideration given to the water that is coming into the area from above and the water exiting 
this area.  This area was chosen because it contains a lot of problems.  Mr. Hetrick stated that he 
could provide a quote for a study of the entire borough.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the Street 
Committee was planning to have a study of the entire borough.  Mr. Bowersox stated that he 
would like to have a study of the entire borough, but it could be done one section at a time.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that he wants to see work completed on the streets this year.  Mr. Ditton stated that 
he would like to have the cost for the study of the entire borough before agreeing to this 
proposal.  Roll call vote – Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted yes.  Mr. 
Ditton and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 
 
Larson Design Group, Inc. provided a proposal to conduct a survey of Pineknotter Park, as built 
drawings, showing cross-sections at fifty-foot intervals.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to 
approve the survey as proposed, at a cost of $4,300.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. Mr. Wolfe 
stated that he is not in favor of spending any more money on Pineknotter Park this year.  The 
borough is already spending $185,000 and he will not vote to spend any additional money.  He 
asked if the issue could be tabled until more information could be obtained from Dave Walters.  
Mr. Bowersox stated that by obtaining the survey, the borough would have proof, in future years, 
that DEP requirements had been met.  The survey would not be completed until after the work is 
completed by Gutelius.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Bowersox voted yes; Mr. Shaffer, 
Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted no.  Motion failed 2-4.  Mr. Shaffer proposed talking 
with Mr. Walters and stated that he is in favor of eventually approving the survey.  Mr. Hetrick 
suggested that the borough meet with Mr. Walters and DEP regarding the survey and ask DEP 
sign off on Pineknotter Park once the project is completed. 
 
Larson Design Group, Inc. had also provided a proposal for inlet repair bids.  This proposal was 
not reviewed because the council has decided to obtain bids just for the inlets that need repaired 
due to safety factors.  The Street Committee had received council’s approval at a previous 
meeting for this work to be done. 
 
Public Comment 
The twenty-three visitors present introduced themselves.  No one offered any public comments. 
 
 
 
Executive Session  
The council went into Executive Session at 7:37 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:53 p.m.  
Mr. Wolfe announced that the issues discussed were litigation and personnel issues.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to hire Mrs. Debbie Stengele on a part-time, as needed basis, for $8.00 
per hour.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes 



 3

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to increase Mr. Paul Ruane’s salary as Street Inspector Supervisor 
from $10.50 to $11.00 per hour as of April 1, 2001.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to increase Mrs. Janice Bowman’s salary an additional one percent 
more than the budgeted three percent increase, effective April 1, 2001.  The total yearly increase 
would be $960.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Old Business 
Street Committee Report  
• Mr. Bowersox stated that three inlets at Strawbridge Road  & Prince Street, one or two inlets 

at Fifth and Prince Streets, and two or three inlets at the King Street Park are to be replaced.  
Construction companies have been contacted for quotes on the project.  They are Keister 
Construction Co., K & T Construction, North Ridge Construction, HRI, and Zartman 
Construction.   

• Mr. Bowersox made a motion to install handicapped curbing at the corners of King Street 
Park.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• Mr. Bowersox made a motion to purchase 100 foot each of 15-inch, 18-inch, and 24-inch 
state-approved, corrugated plastic pipe.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 

• Mr. Bowersox complimented the Borough Crew and North Ridge Industries for a job well 
done during the snowstorm two weeks ago.   

• E. J. Breneman has taken cores of the streets in the borough.  The results have not yet been 
obtained.  

• Sara Crothers of PennDOT has been contacted about the areas of Front Street that are falling 
apart.  A utility company has repaired some of the potholes, but the street is in poor 
condition.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion that PennDOT be contacted regarding the condition 
of Front Street, with a copy of the letter sent to Representative Merle Phillips.  Mr. Wolfe 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
PG Energy has requested that the borough sign a deed of easement giving the gas company a 
permanent easement on the borough’s property along Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Ditton questioned 
why the gas company required a permanent easement.  The borough is restricted from doing 
anything within the twenty-foot easement.  He is willing to provide a temporary construction 
easement.  Atty. Best stated that while the gas company is given a permanent easement; they are 
not given the property.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if the borough wished to do anything to that 
particular area, PG Energy’s approval would be required first.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion that 
PG Energy be granted the easement with the stipulation that the lease be revised to read that the 
fence must be reinstalled and any improvements or stipulations required by the state or DEP to 
Pineknotter Park overrule the contract.  The borough would have the right to make the required 
adjustments as requested by the state without seeking the approval of PG Energy.  Mr. Ditton 
questioned if PG Energy would oppose the installation of the lights for Pineknotter Park.  Atty. 
Best recommended that the council table the vote on the easement at this time.  Atty. Best will 
contact PG Energy to express the council’s concerns.  Someone asked if the gas company was 
planning to pave Priestley Avenue.  Mr. Ditton stated that the gas company has offered to pave 
Priestley Avenue in exchange for a waiver of the borough’s permit fees.   
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Mr. Michael Daddario requested that the bricks at the intersection of Front and Queen Streets be 
replaced where needed.  Mr. Daddario also requested that the dips in the intersection at Second 
and Orange Streets be repaired. 
 
Mr. Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer.  He received a complaint about 
the railroad crossing on Orange Street.  North Shore Railroad has proposed that they will install 
railroad ties on both sides of the rails and requested that the borough install macadam between 
the ties and on both sides of the rails.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to work with North Shore 
Railroad to repair the crossing.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Wolfe and 
Mr. Ditton voted yes; Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted no.  Motion 
was defeated 2-4.    

 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance No. 2001-3, the Anti-dumping Ordinance 
of 2001.  This ordinance prohibits the deposit of waste materials on borough property and setting 
penalties for violators.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Second Street School Update  
• Mr. Daddario stated that Mr. Redington met with Larson Design Group regarding the heating 

system. 
• Mr. Shaffer stated that Mr. Redington has suggested that the First Ward polling place for the 

primary election be moved to the Borough Hall because portions of the ceiling in the gym are 
coming down. The borough council agreed to the change and requested that the county be 
notified. 

 
Mr. Shaffer reviewed the cost figures obtained for a new copy machine.  Mr. Ditton made a 
motion to approve a sixty-month lease of a copy machine for the borough office.  The office staff 
is to select the copy machine.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
New Business 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2001 Council Meeting.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve paying the bills.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Added to the list of bills was a $579.00 bill from Atty. Best for a matter discussed in Executive 
Session.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Priestley Avenue Extension – Atty. Best stated that he has not received the information from Mr. 
Zeigler of Light-Heigel Associates in order to prepare the deed for the Priestley Avenue 
Extension.  Mr. Bowersox informed council that he has spoken with Mr. Stassel, from 
Emmanuel Homes, and Mr. Stassel thought Mr. Zeigler had the necessary information.  Atty. 
Best will contact Mr. Ziegler. 
  
Mr. Bowersox asked if council wished to reconsider allowing the county to park at Recycling 
Center.  The Transportation Director has returned the keys to the Borough Office and they are 
parking the vans elsewhere.  No further action was taken. 
 
SUN Bank has sent Inactivity Notices to the borough for the No. 1 Fire Company Truck Fund, 
the Hookies Truck Fund, and the Rescue Squad Truck Fund.  The accounts have been inactive 
for twenty-four months.   Mr. Wolfe made a motion to close the Rescue Squad Truck Fund and 
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transfer the money to the UDAG account.  This money had originally come from the UDAG 
fund.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to deposit $25.00 into the No. 1 Fire Company Truck Fund and 
$25.00 into the Hookies Truck Fund.  The money is to be transferred from the UDAG fund.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
  
Parks & Recreation Account 
A detailed list of the bills that were paid from the Park & Recreation Account in 2000 was 
provided to the council.  Mr. Wolfe explained that during 2000, the borough received $95,000 in 
grant money for repairs to the pool.  The total cost for the project was $146,000 so the additional 
money for the project was paid with money from the Parks and Recreation Account.  $65,000 
had been transferred from the UDAG fund several years ago, possibly in 1998.  It is believed that 
some of this money was to be used for repairs to the pool.  In addition to the pool repair 
expenses, $14,000 was paid for engineering fees for the Dump Clean-up, and $3,255 was paid to 
Larson Design Group for the plans for the lights at the Pineknotter Park baseball field.  This 
$3,255 will be reimbursed to the Parks and Recreation Account when the grant money for 
Pineknotter Park is received.  The costs of the engineering fees had been submitted in the grant 
proposal.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he had instructed Mrs. Bowman to transfer $4,000 from the 
General Contingency Fund to the Parks and Recreation Account to reimburse the Haunted House 
funds that had been spent for these other projects.  Mr. Shaffer thought that the $65,000 from the 
UDAG fund had been transferred to the Parks and Recreation Account to repair and maintain the 
pool.  The Liberty Pool Account currently has a balance of $19,000.  The Liberty Pool Account 
was used to pay the regular operating expenses at the pool.  The daily pool receipts were 
deposited into this account.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council must decide if the $14,000 paid to 
Larson Design Group for work performed at Pineknotter Park should be paid from an account 
other than the Parks and Recreation Account.  Mr. Carl stated that he has suggested that the 
money acquired through the Haunted House be split into three categories – 25% for Parks and 
Recreation, 25% for operating costs, and 50% should be designated for future purchase of a 
property.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he felt the $4,000 designated for the Haunted House should be 
reimbursed.  He also stated that $1,500 had been transferred from the General Contingency Fund 
to pay for the ice skating rink and that money should be reimbursed to the General Contingency 
Fund at some point.   
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to reimburse the $4,000 to the Haunted House, and as they make 
money, reimburse the $1,500 to the General Contingency Fund.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion. 
Mr. Carl asked if a separate savings account could be created for the Haunted House.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that with QuickBooks, the money could be tracked separately.  Mr. Carl asked if it would 
be possible to have money more easily accessed for purchases for the Haunted House.  Mr. 
Shaffer included authorizing Mr. Carl to spend up to $500 for the Haunted House in his motion.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
The Ordinance Committee met on March 19 to discuss the changes in the borough’s codes as 
requested by the Flood Mitigation Committee.  The committee agrees with the recommendations 
from the Flood Mitigation Committee with a few minor changes.  Under Article 2, 
Administration, Section 28-8, the review by a “permit officer” will be changed to a “designated 
officer”.   The building permit fees are set under Section 28-13.  The committee recommends 
drafting a new ordinance, removing the fees from the ordinance and setting them by resolution.  
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt these changes.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
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The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission have requested approval for a Fishing Tournament 
for the Berwick Bass Association.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the request as per the 
permit received from the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Representative Phillips sent as copy of Act 82 of 2000, Real Estate Tax Sale Law.  This law 
states that if someone owns a property in the borough and is not maintaining it properly, they 
may not purchase additional borough property through a tax sale.  The council must clarify the 
borough’s position with a Landlord’s License Ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe suggested incorporating 
this law with the current Landlord Ordinance.  Atty. Best will review the ordinance and law. 
 
A new heating system is needed for the borough garage.  One quote has been received.  Two 
more quotes will be obtained.  Other companies have been contacted. 
  
Mr. Troxell stated that he has received a complaint about an open ditch at A & Water Streets.  
Mr. Ruane will be asked to check the area. 
 
Mr. Shaffer announced that Mr. Joe Reed, the assistant EMA Director, was elected president of 
the Flood Mitigation Committee to replace Ms. Kelley.  The committee meets with the Point 
Township committee on March 22, 2001. 
 
Mr. Ditton stated that the new census count for the borough is 3,714, down from the previous 
number of 3,860, according to the Shamokin newspaper. 
 
Atty. Best stated that he has not heard from the cable company regarding renegotiating the 
borough’s contract. 
 
Mr. Ditton explained that the council is working on rectifying the real estate assessments in the 
borough.  Some borough residents are being taxed for vacant lots instead of houses.   
Council members have received a copy of the letter that was sent to the county. 
 
Mayor Wetzel commented on an equipment sale through Penn DOT.  Mr. Bowersox stated that 
the borough does not own a roller. 
   
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
April 3, 2001 

 
 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
           
Pledge to the Flag                
 
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Donald Troxell, and Mr. Bryan Wolfe.  Others 
present were Mr. Wendell Wetzel, Mayor, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority Superintendent, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary.   
 
The twelve visitors present introduced themselves.   
 
Public Comment 
♦ Mrs. Brosius informed the council that a volunteer group has approached the Recreation 

Committee with an offer to perform a service in the borough.  The Recreation Committee is 
requesting that the council approve having the group paint the Girl Scout Little House.  The 
volunteer group will be in the borough on Friday, April 6th.  The council discussed the 
project and that the house should be painted a green color similar to the current color.  Mr. 
Shaffer made a motion to allow the volunteers to paint the Girl Scout House “Girl Scout 
green”.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

 
♦ Mr. Bruce Parcesepe, of 159 Queen Street, requested that parking permits be issued to 

residents who live in the area of the borough with parking meters.  He stated that Sunbury 
issues parking permits.  The Public Safety Committee will explore the matter.   
Mrs. Brosius asked if the meters are checked periodically.  She is aware of several meters 
that do not work.  The police are aware of these meters and need to obtain parts to fix them, 
according to Mayor Wetzel. 
Mr. Parcesepe also stated that the meters are not checked daily.  Mayor Wetzel stated that the 
meters should be checked once in the morning and once in the afternoon. 

 
Sewer Authority Report  
Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority Superintendent, informed the council that $200,000 to 
$250,000 has been put aside to make repairs to the streets.  The Sewer Authority has a sewer 
project for Fourth Street.  He has requested that the council let them know what streets are being 
paved this year, as well as next year.  Mrs. Groninger stated that Priestley Avenue is being paved 
this summer.  The Sewer Authority is planning to work on Priestley Avenue as soon as possible.  
The work on the sewer line will be done between Queen Street and Sheetz Avenue.  The bids are 
to be let the end of April.  Repairs should be made on 4th Street from Queen Street to Wheatley 
Avenue.  The main and laterals should be replaced if the street is going to be paved.  Otherwise, 
Mr. Yaple will do spot repairs on Fourth Street.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the Street Committee 
has plans to pave Fourth Street from King Street to Hanover Street.  Plans are also being made to 
pave Hanover Street from Water Street to Priestley Avenue and 2nd Street from Queen Street to 
Duke Street this year.  Mr. Bowersox would also like to pave at least a portion of Strawbridge 
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Road this year.  The committee may decide to pave part of the road this year, and part next year.  
Mr. Yaple asked that he be informed what section would be paved and if the manholes need 
adjusting.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the results of the Hydraulic Study would determine what 
other streets could be paved.   Mr. Bowersox is meeting with Don Free, of PennDOT, to prepare 
the bid proposal for inlets to be repaired.  The project must be advertised for bids because the 
estimated cost is over $10,000.  Since this work is being paid for with Liquid Fuels money, the 
borough must follow those guidelines.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve paving Second Street from Queen Street to Duke Street, 
and Hanover Street from Water Street to Priestley Avenue.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
The method used is to be cold recycling, or as advised by the engineer.  Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted yes; Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   
 
Mr. Shaffer asked what other areas the Sewer Authority has designated as needing major repairs.  
Mr. Yaple stated that the Sewer Authority would need to do major repairs on Fourth Street from 
Queen Street to Wheatley Avenue and Prince Street from Sixth to Seventh Street.  Queen Street 
from Fourth Street to Sixth Street also needs major repair work.  However, the authority does not 
have the money to make all these repairs this year.  They will be spending most of their money 
on Priestley Avenue this year.  He said that he would prefer to complete the work on Fourth 
Street this year, if the money is available.  Mrs. Groninger stated that Fourth Street from Duke 
Street to King Street would not need to be paved once the water company completes its repairs.  
This area is in the hydraulic study.  The inlets at Fourth and Orange Streets have been repaired 
and that section of Fourth Street can be paved.   
 
Mrs. Groninger suggested having a special meeting in the evening to discuss the streets.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that if street committee meetings would be scheduled in the evenings, more council 
members could attend the meetings.  Mr. Bowersox said that he would like to have the meetings 
in the evenings; however, it is more difficult to arrange to have PennDOT representatives and the 
street crew present for evening meetings than meetings held during the day.   
 
Mr. Yaple stated that he agrees with Mrs. Groninger, and if the water company does a good job 
of restoring Fourth Street along their trench line, the street would not need paved this year.  If 
the borough does decide to pave Fourth Street between Queen Street and Wheatley Avenue, the 
Sewer Authority would replace about 280 feet of pipe.  However, if the borough decides not to 
pave, the restoration specifications change and the cost to the Sewer Authority would be greater.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked the Street Committee members if, once the hydraulic study is completed, they 
would decide what work could be completed this year.  Mr. Bowersox stated that they would. 
They are currently working on installing inlets at various intersections.  He explained that it is 
too costly to mobilize equipment to pave just two blocks.  Mr. Yaple was urged to complete the 
work on Fourth Street this year, because if the street is not paved this year, it will be paved next 
year.  He asked if the pavement restoration specification is five and one half inches of binder or 
four inches of binder and one and one half inch of top.  Mr. Bowersox said that he is willing to 
permit five and one half inches of binder, if the rest of council agrees.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
streets would be discussed later on the agenda. 
 
Old Business 
1. PG Energy has requested a right-of-way from the borough for the gas line that is being 

placed through Pineknotter Park.  Their representatives were present to answer any questions 
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that council may have.  Mr. Ditton stated that the deed does not permit anything to be placed 
within twenty feet of the gasoline.  The borough may not regrade, replace, or put material or 
a fence over the area.  Mr. Ditton feels that the borough has too much money invested in the 
park to give this area away.  Mr. Shaffer added that the fence separates Pineknotter Park 
from the railroad property, and must be replaced if it is removed during the construction of 
the pipeline.  Mr. Emil Augustine, a representative from the company, explained that the gas 
company does not want any type of permanent building to be built over the gas line.  The 
company has done exploratory digs.  They feel that by placing the line three feet from the 
fence line, the area will be solid dirt and not fill.  As the line approaches Route 11, it will 
come out closer to the road leading into Pineknotter Park.  The company is aware that the 
borough plans to install light fixtures at the park.  They would like the fixtures to be at least 
ten feet away from the gas line, in case any repairs must be made to the line.  The pipe is 
normally placed three and one half feet underground.  In other areas, people have put fill 
over the gas line right-of way.  If eight to ten feet of fill are placed over the gas line, the 
company cannot maintain it.  Atty. Best advised that the current deed reads that the borough 
may not do anything along the pipeline, without the PG Energy's express written permission.  
He suggested including a statement providing “nothing herein shall prevent the borough from 
installing or maintaining fencing or lighting as specified, with the ten-foot stipulation as 
mentioned”.  Mr. Augustine told the council that the gas company requires a total of twenty 
feet for the right-of-way.  The line will be placed three feet from the fence so an additional 
seventeen feet of ground is needed for the right-of-way.  The borough would still have the 
access road and room to install the light standards.  Mrs. Brosius asked about the area behind 
the baseball field that is being considered for walking trails.  Mr. Augustine stated that this 
area would not be affected by the right-of-way.  Mr. Ruane stated that the borough requested 
that the pipeline be extended along the railroad instead of going up one of the borough 
streets.  Atty. Best recommended adding this language to the easement; “nothing herein shall 
be construed to limit the borough’s right to maintain the baseball field located at Pineknotter 
Park, to install lighting fixtures adjacent to the park, or to establish hiking trails across the 
easement.  No light fixtures shall be installed within ten feet of the gas line.”  Mr. Augustine 
agreed to the amended language.   

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to grant the easement to PG Energy with the language amended 
per the solicitor.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Atty. Best will work with PG Energy to 
specify the language.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  PG Energy will amend the deed and deliver it 
to the borough office to be reviewed by the solicitor before it is signed.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve issuing a permit to PG Energy for the work on Priestley 
Avenue and to waive the fees for this project.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  PG Energy 
will pave Priestley Avenue in exchange for the waiver.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted yes; Mrs. Groninger voted no. 
 

2. Street Committee Report 
Mr. Bowersox requested approval to bid out the repairs to storm inlets, installation of 
handicapped curbing at King and Second Streets, and replacing sidewalks.  Mr. Wolfe said 
that the council had previously approved that the work be done and no further approval was 
necessary. 
 
Mr. Redington has attended a Penn Vest seminar and learned that grant money and low-
interest loans are available through the state for storm sewers, sewers, and hydraulics.  This 
will require Larson Design Group’s involvement because some of the information required is 
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technical information.  Larson’s are familiar with the requirements.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
Hydraulic Study has been started and is assuming that the preliminary study will be available 
at the next meeting in two weeks. 
 
The engineers working on the Northumberland National Bank project have contacted Mr. 
Dave Walters, of Larson Design Group, Inc., for approval on the drainage at the bank’s 
parking lot.  Mr. Walters has written a letter to the borough explaining that the review of this 
project will require some time and before Larson’s begins this work, he would like the 
council’s approval to proceed.  He also explained that it is customary for the engineering 
firm to bill the municipality, and the municipality should be able to recoup the costs from the 
contractor requesting the approval.  Mr. Bowersox stated that he had requested that the 
bank’s engineer consult with the borough’s engineer on this project, and pays the fees 
associated with the work.  This was at a council meeting held last year at the Kiwanis 
Building.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve Larson’s review of the Northumberland 
National Bank project and to negotiate a price for the work.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
The council discussed the location of storm inlets in the project area.  Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted yes; Mr. Troxell and Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to purchase a vibratory plate tamper from Allenwood 
Equipment for $1,649.  The borough crew will use this to patch potholes.  Three quotes were 
obtained with this price being the lowest.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 
 

3. Mr. Ruane reported on his activity for March 2001 as Code Enforcement Officer and Street 
Inspector Supervisor.  Mr. Ruane informed the council that he has received co-operation 
from landlords requesting inspections of their rental units.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the 
“boarding houses” in the borough be inspected, according to the ordinance.   Over $1,300 in 
yearly rental fees has been received thus far. 

   
Mrs. Groninger asked if copies of the building permits are mailed to the Assessment Office.  
Mr. Ruane stated that he delivers them personally.  Mr. Wolfe informed the council that 
several properties in the borough are not assessed properly because an assessor has not been 
in the borough since March of 2000.  Parcels with new homes are being assessed as vacant 
lots.  As a result, the borough is not receiving tax money for these buildings.  The borough is 
not receiving any cooperation from county officials in resolving the matter.  Mr. Cwalina, 
County Commissioner, and the Assessment Office have been contacted.  Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion that Atty. Best contacts the county solicitor, Atty. Zurick, to pursue this channel in 
having the properties properly assessed.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– all ayes.   

 
4. Atty. Best informed the council that Atty. Greg Stuck has requested a list of property owners 

who have rental properties in the borough.  Council discussed whether or not this listing is a 
public record.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to provide the list of rental properties to anyone 
who requests it, at a charge of $.25 per page.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The 
office does not currently have a printed “list” of rental properties.  Approximately 290 
invoices have been printed and mailed to the property owners.  The borough’s information is 
stored in the computer.  Since it is not simply a matter of making copies, Mr. Shaffer 
withdrew his motion.  Mr. Bowersox withdrew his second.  Mr. Wolfe recommended that the 
cost to provide these copies be determined before the work is completed.  Atty. Brosius 
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suggested contacting Atty. Stuck and explaining what is involved to provide this information.  
Mr. Wolfe tabled the discussion. 

 
5. Second Street School Update   

Mr. Bowersox presented the proposal from Larson Design Group, Inc. to design the heating 
system for the Second Street School at a cost of $7,600.  This cost will be paid for with grant 
money obtained for the building.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the proposal.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Bowersox told the council that Zartman Construction has completed preliminary designs 
for a truss-like roof.  They have not yet provided a cost estimate.  They will provide a rough 
estimate, and reserve the right to bid on the project. 
 

6. Mr. Shaffer gave the Police Chief’s Report because Chief Redington was at the Kiwanis 
Building for the police civil service testing.   

 
Mr. Shaffer reported that the Police Department could apply for a federal grant to pay for one 
half the cost of five new ballistic vests for the police officers.  The grant application expires 
on April 14th.  Mr. Shaffer showed the council the material of the current vests.  They are 
made of a heavy, stiff fabric.  The vests have a five-year life guarantee from manufacturer.  
The guarantee for the current vests, with the exception of one, have all expired.  The new 
vests are made of a special, lighter material.  The total cost for five new vests is $4,399.77.  
One half of this cost would be covered by the federal grant.  Although the vests were not 
included in the budget, Chief Redington suggested using some of the approximately $2,800 
that the borough will be reimbursed for overtime work performed for the county last year on 
the drug task force.  This reimbursement was not included in the budget because the police 
do not know in advance the amount that will be received.  The cost to the borough for the 
vests would be $2,199.87.  The balance of the $2,800 would be deposited into the general 
fund.  The police contract includes a clause stipulating that when the vests’ lifetime expires, 
it is up to the borough to replace the vests when funding is available.  The borough would 
pay the total cost of the vests up front, and be reimbursed for half the cost by the grant 
money.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to purchase five ballistic vests for the Police Department, with 
one half the funding to be reimbursed by the federal grant. Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.    

 
Mr. Shaffer informed council that the borough has approximately two weeks until the new 
traffic lights are signed over to the borough.  Penn DOT should be informed of any 
complaints or comments before that time.  Once the lights are turned over to the borough, the 
borough would be responsible to pay for any changes necessary.  Mr. Redington suggested 
asking the solicitor about refusing to sign the new maintenance agreement for the lights until 
PennDOT agrees to install a light at Fourth and Duke Streets.  The lights at King and Water 
Streets and Duke and Water Streets control traffic on state highways and the borough is 
required to assume ownership and pay for light maintenance on state highways, an unfunded 
mandate.  Mayor Wetzel stated that the lights are allowing only a few cars to go through.  
Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Shaffer agreed that the lights are not timed properly.  In 
the matter of withholding approval of the maintenance agreement, Atty. Best recommends 
continuing to work with Representative Phillips to secure a traffic light at Fourth and Duke 
Street. 
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Mr. Redington asked that the Street Committee consider moving the two yellow, flashing, 
warning lights, one from Front Street and one from Duke Street, to Hanover Street so that a 
proper school speed limit can be established in front of C.W. Rice.  The borough would need 
to pay to install the lights and purchase at least two “15 Mile Per Hour When Flashing” 
devices to properly mark the school speed zone.  Mr. Redington offered to meet with the 
Street Committee if they wished to explore the idea further.  Mayor Wetzel added that Mr. 
Redington is considering this because of the safety of the school children.  Students from 
Sunbury may be transferred to the Rice Building in the future.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the 
Street Committee explore the recommendation.  Mr. Ditton suggested that the Street 
Committee also speak with the school district about changing the bus stop so students need 
not cross Front Street.  The borough would not need a crossing guard if the bus would stop 
on the other side of Front Street.  
  

7. Mr. Wolfe is obtaining information for new signs for the entrances to the borough.  Several 
companies have been contacted and their representatives will be asked to attend a borough 
meeting.  Atty. Brosius asked if anyone noticed the sign coming into the borough at the 
“White Bridge”.  He had repainted the sign several weeks ago.  It had not been noticed, but 
council thanked Atty. Brosius for his work.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he would approach various 
groups for donations toward the cost of the signs.    

 
8. The borough crew picks up recyclable items from area businesses.  This practice began 

several years ago.  They also pick up items from businesses in Point Township.  Mr. Shaffer 
made a motion to instruct the street crew to stop picking up recyclables at Point Township 
Businesses.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Shaffer 
suggested that businesses be informed that the borough crew would no longer collect brown 
glass because no money is obtained for brown glass.  Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone would make 
a motion to revise the items that are picked up at the businesses.  The borough must pick up 
three recyclable items with the curbside pickup, according to DEP.  Mr. Wolfe requested that 
the Public Safety Committee review the list for curbside pickup and invite members of the 
Recycling Committee to attend.  Mr. Shaffer set a meeting of the Public Safety Committee 
for April 23rd at 6:00 p.m.   

 
9. Mr. Wolfe stated that the Ordinance Committee would be meeting on April 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 
 
10. The borough crew has informed the office that people are taking brush to the Recycling 

Building.  However, some people are taking items that cannot be put through the chipper and 
they recommend that this practice be stopped.  Atty. Best suggested posting a sign that reads 
“No Brush Dumping”.  The Public Safety Committee will address this issue at their meeting. 

 
11. Atty. Best informed the council that the Borrowing Base Certificate required for the loan is 

being revised.  He does not think the process should take much longer.  Mr. Wolfe said that 
the borough has made a payment of $37,000 for the dump clean-up.  Mr. Wolfe explained 
that $85,000 was budgeted from the General Fund, in addition to the $100,000 loan, for the 
total cost of the clean-up.  Mrs. Groninger stated that since we have not yet received the loan 
money, it is costing the borough the interest money that we receive on our checking account.  
Atty. Best stated that the loan money should be approved by the second week in April.  Mr. 
Wolfe announced a Finance Committee meeting for April 30, 2001 at 6:00 p.m. to review the 
budget. 
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12. Mrs. Groninger asked if the 2000 Census results were known.  Mr. Ditton had the figures at 
the last meeting.  The borough’s population has decreased, according to the census. 

 
13. Mrs. Groninger stated that when the last piece of pipe is removed at the corner at King and 

Water Streets, the trucks will be cutting over the sidewalk, to make the turn.  Mr. Shaffer 
suggested asking PennDOT to leave the pole in place and fill it with concrete to keep traffic 
from cutting that corner.  Mr. Wolfe suggested putting a large stone at that corner, with 
flowers around it.   The Street Committee is to explore possible solutions. 

 
14. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to approve a contract with Larson Design Group, Inc. for 

$4,300 to obtain as-built drawings with fifty-foot cross sections at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and 
Mrs. Groninger votes yes.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion 
passed 4-3. 

 
15. Mr. Troxell reviewed the quotes received for the borough garage heating system.  The 

system is a long-tube heater that provides radiant heat.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to accept 
the bid of $2,150.00     from Greg Tweed of Tweed’s H.V.A.C.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
16. Mr. Bowersox recommended that the vibratory plate tamper be paid for with Liquid Fuel 

money.  Council concurred. 
 
 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  The total of $702.00 is to be paid from the 

Liquid Fuels Fund, $22,316.02 from the General Fund, $16.43 from the Liberty Pool 
Account, and $108.24 from the Parks and Recreation Account.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to advertise for three alternates to the Zoning Board, new members 

to the Improvement Committee, and a member to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Service Electric TV sent a letter to Atty. Best stating that they would like to negotiate the 

franchise fee.  The next step is for the council to enact an ordinance authorizing the borough 
to charge a higher rate.  Atty. Best added that he would have this ordinance ready to enact in 
May; then the negotiation process could begin. 

 
4. Northumberland County sent a copy of the “Municipal Waste Management Ordinance” to 

the borough.  The Ordinance Committee has copies to review. 
 
5. Mr. Bowersox asked that an ordinance be enacted requiring that contractors ask for a release 

on bituminous concrete and cement concrete.  Mr. Wolfe replied that council has already 
approved that this ordinance be written. 

 
6. Mr. Carl commented that he bass tournament that was approved at the last meeting is for 

members only.  This tournament has been run for several years.  Other council members 
were not aware of any problems because this is a “members only” tournament. 
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7. Mr. Carl made a motion to approve the request from the Red Cross to use the Liberty Pool 
from June 18 to June 29 for the Water Safety Learn to Swim Program, subject to approval by 
the Recreation Committee.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
8. Mrs. Groninger asked if the prices obtained for the copy machine are prices using the state 

government piggy-back operation.  The prices are government prices. 
 
9. Mr. Troxell asked about the quotes that were received for the street work on the curbing and 

sidewalks.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the work would need to be bid out.  Prices were not 
discussed. 

 
10. Mr. Wolfe made a motion giving Mrs. Bowman permission attend a seminar in Danville on 

June 6th, entitled, “Help! I’m a Municipal Secretary”.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
April 17, 2001 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.     
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Don Troxell, and Mr. Bryan Wolfe. 
Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Larry Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer Authority 
Superintendent, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
The thirteen visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Gretchen Brosius reported that the Days of Care, a project sponsored by the United Fund, 
was a success.  Volunteers from the Daily Item helped to clean the Girl Scout Little House.  Mrs. 
Brosius also thanked Mark and Denise Gulliver for their work at the Girl Scout Little House. 
 
Larson Design Group, Inc. - Storm Water Management Study 
Mr. Max Inkrote, of Larson Design Group, Inc. presented the preliminary storm water map.  He 
explained that the map is a result of the fieldwork conducted by Larson’s during the past several 
weeks.  The next step is for borough residents to review the map and provide additional 
information regarding the locations and sizes of pipes.  Mr. Inkrote will leave a map at the 
Borough Building for additional input.  Once the data is obtained, Larson’s will identify the 
problems, prioritize and recommend the repairs to be completed.  
 
Various agencies provide funding for storm water improvement.  Mr. Inkrote will suggest 
sources of funding to explore.  Mr. Redington added that the first deadline for Penn Vest funding 
is May 9th.  A meeting with DEP is required before applying for the funds.  There are different 
deadlines throughout the year, each about three months apart.  Mr. Inkrote stated that some of 
the funding is loans and some is grants.  Mr. Redington stated that Penn Vest is a combination of 
a low interest loan (maximum 2.9%) and grant.  Penn Vest money could also pay for engineering 
services. 
 
Mr. Inkrote informed the council that he hopes to have a final map and written proposal for the 
next council meeting.  However, the costs may not be available at that time. 
 
Signs for Entrances to the Borough 
Doug and Trish Brill from Middle Creek Signs, McClure, Pa., presented several styles of signs 
for the entrances to the borough.  Dimensional signs are constructed of urethane, a man-made 
material that does not crack or warp.  They can be sandblasted, hand carved, and/ or gilded with 
23K gold.  Pictures can be included on the signs.  The flat signs are made of aluminite.  The flat 
signs cost approximately one-third the cost of the dimensional signs.  The total square footage of 
the sign and the artwork add to the costs.  The Brills recommend washing the signs every few 
years and applying car wax to keep the colors from fading.  Signs may need repainted every five 
to eight years.  A 4 x 6 foot sign made of urethane, hand carved and gilded will cost about $80 
per square foot while the sandblasted signs cost about $60 per square foot.  Council discussed 
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various illustrations that could be used on the signs.  Grant money is available for signs that 
make reference to Pineknotter Park. 
  
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to obtain sketches of carved signs for the borough’s entrances from 
Middle Creek Signs.  The cost of the sketches is included in the cost of the signs.  The four 
sketches will depict Pineknotter Park, the Priestley House, the Point, and the Priestley-Forsyth 
Memorial Library.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Permits from Penn DOT may be needed to erect the signs. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee would meet on April 30th at 6:00 p.m. to review the 
budget and the finances in order to locate possible funding for the signs.   
 
Old Business 
1. U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary  

Mr. Richard Dobeck of the Coast Guard Auxiliary had attended a council meeting last year 
and asked to lease a dock at the Point to the borough for $1.00.  The Coast Guard Auxiliary 
would like, instead, to donate the dock.  The Coast Guard Auxiliary will continue to put the 
dock in and take it out of the river and would like permission to use the dock.   

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the dock from the Coast Guard Auxiliary at no cost to 
the borough, pending approval from the solicitor and the insurance company.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
The dock should be available in May, pending the level of the river.  The Coast Guard 
Auxiliary will be cleaning up the riverbank.  Mr. Dobeck requested that the borough haul the 
brush and debris from the area.  Mr. Dobeck will contact the borough office to arrange for 
someone to approve which trees may be removed.  Mr. Bowersox would like the Shade Tree 
Commission to be involved in the decision. 
 

2. Street Committee Report  
Mr. Paul Ruane, Street Inspector Supervisor, stated that construction on Fourth Street from 
Duke Street to Hanover Street is finished.  He is keeping a diary of the work being done by 
Gutelius Excavating, Inc., the contractor working for Pennsylvania American Water 
Company.  He will contact the water company to inform them that the work is not being 
done properly.  Mr. Wolfe stated that Mr. Ruane, acting as Street Inspector Supervisor, 
should be the public official to enforce the borough ordinances.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion that if the company is not complying with the ordinance, the 
water company should be sited.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion. Mr. Bowersox and Mr. 
Ruane recommend holding preconstruction meetings with the utility and the contractor 
before work is begun.  Council discussed whether to site the water company at this time.  The 
ordinance stipulates that the borough may hire another contractor to complete the job 
correctly, and charge the company for the work plus an additional 25%.  Mr. Ruane 
suggested that the company be instructed to contact the borough office the day before 
construction in the borough is planned.  It is the water company’s responsibility to have an 
inspector on site.   
Mr. Shaffer revised his motion to state that the borough should send a letter to the water 
company.  The company should be supervising the contractor on a daily basis, making sure 
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that he is complying with the borough ordinances.  If the ordinances are not followed, the 
company will be sited.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Whenever a company applies for a permit, they agree to abide by Chapter 50 of the borough 
codes.  Chapter 50 discusses the requirements for construction on the borough streets, and 
penalties if the ordinances are not followed.   

 
3. Code Enforcement Officer’s Report     

Mr. Ruane informed the council that the property at Fifth and Orange Streets is in the process 
of being sold.  Several buyers are conducting environmental studies of the area.   
 
Mr. Ruane conducted a rental inspection today.  The owner of this property stated that he did 
not object to paying for the inspection.   
 
Mr. Wolfe suggested that a schedule be established to inspect the group homes in the 
borough.  The ordinance stipulates that group homes be inspected once a year.   
 

4. Mr. Bowersox stated that the bid request for the storm sewer inlets, sidewalks, and curbing at 
the park has been advertised. 

 
5. Second Street School Update   

Mr. Redington stated that the committee is considering buying the materials for the roof and 
organizing a community work party to install the roof.  With volunteer labor to install the 
roof, the borough would have enough grant money to replace the roof and install heat in the 
building.  Larson Design Group, Inc. has not yet completed the proposal for heating the 
building.   
 
The Daily Item is writing an article on the Second Street School building, which is to be 
published in tomorrow’s newspaper.   
 
Mr. Redington attended a PennVest meeting and learned that money is available for storm 
water management.  This money is a combination of grant and loan monies.  The first step is 
to explain the borough’s proposal and the scope of the project to Penn Vest representatives.  
The council could learn what the borough would be eligible for in terms of grant money.  
Money is also available for design work.  Mr. Redington suggests that the council act now, 
and ask that this current engineering project, the storm water management study, be 
considered for part of the grant.  The first deadline is in May.  The grant money is available 
for two more years.  Mr. Redington will contact a representative from PennVest.   
 

6. The next Council Meeting is scheduled for May 15, 2001, Election Day.  The polling place 
for the First Ward has been changed from the Second Street School to the Borough Building.  
Mrs. Groninger moved that the May 15th Council Meeting be changed to May 22nd.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
7. Mr. Bowersox informed the council that he told Dan Yaple that the borough would pave the 

entire length of Fourth Street this year.  Mr. Troxell stated that from King Street to Hanover 
Street, Fourth Street could be paved.  Mr. Shaffer stated that until the storm water study is 
completed, Fourth Street should not be paved below King Street.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 
Sewer Authority should work on Fourth Street this year, if the borough plans to pave next 
year.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to pave Fourth Street this year, after the outcome of the 
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hydraulic study.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Bowersox and 
Mrs. Groninger voted yes; Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer 
voted no.  Motion failed 2-5. 

 
8. Downtown Revitalization Committee   

Mr. Carl stated that he would like to see a Downtown Revitalization Committee become 
actively involved.  Two people who are interested in serving on the committee have talked 
with Mr. Redington.  Mr. Carl made a motion to advertise for residents to serve on a 
Downtown Revitalization Committee, and to send letters to area businesses, encouraging 
their participation.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote  – All ayes.   
 
Council discussed the fact that this committee should be comprised of borough residents, and 
that council members would not sit on the committee. 
 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich asked if the Improvement Committee should be a part of the Downtown 
Revitalization Committee.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Improvement Committee members 
could be involved with the Downtown Revitalization Committee but that the committees 
would be two separate groups. 
  

9. Mr. Wolfe explained that the issue of assessments in the borough was discussed at the last 
council meeting.  The county controller’s office has informed Mr. Wolfe that during 2000, an 
assessor was in the borough for one day, March 1.  During that day, he was also in Point 
Township.  No assessor has been in the borough to reassess properties since March 1, 2000.  
The mileage records show that the county field assessors worked a total of 163 days 
throughout the county; only part of one day was spent in Northumberland.  According to the 
records in the controller’s office, the assessors have not been anywhere in the entire county 
to reassess properties since December 7, 2000.  Mr. Wolfe stated that not just the borough is 
affected by the lack of revenue.  The school district and county are also affected.  The 
borough code officer provides copies of the building permits to the assessment office to 
inform them of new construction.  In 2000, the borough issued building permits for 
construction totaling over $2,000,000.  Mrs. Groninger suggested writing to the county, 
requesting that an assessor work in the borough.  The assessment office and the 
commissioner’s office have already been contacted.  The reason given for the lack of 
assessment changes is that the assessment office has been busy adjusting the assessment 
cards due to the ratio change, and printing the tax bills.   

 
10. Mr. Wolfe informed the council that the loan from SUN Bank has not yet been approved by 

the state.  Additional paperwork has been sent and the approval should soon be received.   
 
11. Mr. Carl suggested that the council establish a long-term plan for fixing sidewalks in the 

borough.  He would like to have new sidewalks throughout the town within five years.  The 
Ordinance Committee will review the borough codes pertaining to sidewalks.  The Ordinance 
Committee meets on April 23rd at 7:00 p.m.   

 
12. Mr. Wolfe announced that the Public Safety Committee would meet on April 23rd at 6:00 

p.m. 
 
13. A resident who had attended the last council meeting had asked if the borough would provide 

parking permits for residents in the downtown areas.  Mr. Redington stated that past councils 
were hesitant to enact permit parking.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he is not in favor of permit 
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parking in the borough.  Sunbury has permit parking in lots, not on the main streets.   Mr. 
Shaffer does not think that the borough would have enough meters for the downtown 
businesses if permits were available to residents.  Mrs. Groninger questioned what would 
happen if more residents wanted permits than there are meters.  The consensus of the council 
was to keep the meter parking as it is.   

 
14. Mrs. Groninger asked about the Social Security refund for Kelly Spigelmeyer.  The refund 

for 2000 has been received; the refund for the last two quarters of 1999 will be applied for 
when Steve Slayton begins the borough’s audit.  Obtaining this refund is more complicated 
than obtaining the refund for 2000.  Mr. Shaffer stated that Ms. Spigelmeyer is aware of the 
situation. 

 
New Business 
1. Mayor Wetzel stated that he spoke to Mr. Redington concerning a tanker truck that came 

through town, rather than on the main route.  To regulate traffic, whether thru traffic, or 
parking, the borough must post the traffic regulations on the streets.  If trucks are being 
prohibited in a certain area, the borough must inform truck drivers of that fact.  Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to purchase signs that stipulate, “Local Truck Traffic Only” and “Parking of 
Dual Wheel Vehicles Prohibited”, pending PennDOT approval.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion. The two separate signs are to be purchased in bulk and posted two on a post, as 
appropriate.  Liquid Fuels money can be used to pay for the signs.  Mr. Redington explained 
that truck traffic must be permitted traveling south on Strawbridge Road because this road is 
a state road in Point Township.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of March 6, 2001.  Mr. Ditton seconded 

the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 

– All ayes.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total $9,064.97.  $13,573.54 is to be 
paid from the Parking Meter Account for the first lease payment for the Ford Explorer.  The 
bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool Association total $27.86; and the Liquid Fuels bills 
total $2,664.00.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
4. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to write a letter to the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, 

approving a liquor license for Linda Troutman.  Ms. Troutman has purchased the former 
Cole’s Hardware building and plans to open a restaurant and cigar lounge.  She would like to 
purchase a liquor license that is on sale in Trevorton and is required to have a letter of 
approval from the Northumberland Borough Council.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Lee Shaffer, the Borough Health Officer has endorsed bringing the liquor license to the 
borough and recommends that council approve Ms. Troutman’s request.  The Solicitor has 
also stated that no legal problems exist.  Mr. Troxell asked if the church would oppose a 
liquor license at that location.  Council discussed the fact that other churches are close to 
restaurants and fire departments where liquor is served.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Troxell and Mr. Bowersox 
voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 

 
5. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve a twelve-month maintenance agreement with Buffalo 

Valley Telephone Company.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The company had been 
called for service once in the past year.  The council has the option of being billed at current 
rates for labor and materials instead of the signing a maintenance agreement. Roll call vote.  



 6

Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and 
Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion failed 1-5.   

 
6. Medico Industries has invited borough officials and employees to their “Government Day”.  

Mrs. Groninger volunteered to attend.  Council suggested that members of the borough crew 
be asked if they would like to attend.   
  

7. The North Central Pennsylvania Conservancy has invited council to attend a dinner.  No one 
will be able to attend. 

 
8. Mr. Troxell has talked to the borough crew about trading in the snow blower and backhoe for 

a four-wheel drive backhoe.  The crew does not feel they need a four-wheel drive backhoe.   
Other council members stated that estimates had been obtained and the cost for the four-
wheel backhoe, with the trade-ins, was too high.  Mr. Troxell suggested getting a front-end 
loader for the cabota.  It could be used to load the red trucks and to clean the parking meter 
area downtown.  This way the tractor could be used year-round.  Council will consider this.   

 
9. Mr. Troxell asked how much asbestos is in the Second Street School.  The Shikellamy 

School District has provided the borough with an asbestos report for the building.  
 
10. Mr. Wolfe announced that the Fire Police had their new vehicle reconditioned.  It is painted 

black with reflective decals.  The radios have been installed.  A grant to pay for the vehicle 
was obtained through Representative Merle Phillips.  

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 



 1

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
May 1, 2001 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.     
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Don Troxell, and Mr. Bryan Wolfe. 
Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Dan Yaple, Sewer 
Authority Superintendent, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
The six visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Gretchen Brosius announced that the National Day of Prayer is being observed on 
Thursday, May 3, at noon, in front of the Borough Building.  The Christ United Methodist 
Church will also be opened Thursday evening to observe the event. 
 
Sewer Authority 
Mr. Yaple reported on the projects that are planned by the Sewer Authority for this summer.  
The bid advertisement was in the paper today for the project on Priestley Avenue and will be 
opened on May 21st.  This project involves replacement of the sewer main and three laterals.  
The project on Second Street will be advertised soon.   
 
Mr. Yaple has prepared a report for the Sewer Authority, identifying the proposed surcharges for 
ButterKrust Baking Company.  The company would be billed the surcharges if it exceeds the 
limits established by the Sewer Authority.  Mr. Yaple will furnish the borough with a copy of the 
limits when approved.  Mr. Yaple explained the type of processing that would be required at the 
bakery.  ButterKrust has invited the Sewer Authority to tour the facility in Sunbury.  Mr. Shaffer 
expressed interest in attending this meeting.  Mr. Yaple will inform the council of the date of the 
tour. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that in the future, he would like to have written reports of committee meetings, 
the solicitor’s report, and the mayor’s report.  If the committee wishes the reports to be typed by 
the office employees, the information should be in the office by the Friday before the council 
meeting.   
 
Solicitor’s Report 

• Atty. Best is in the process of completing the deed for the Priestley Avenue Extension. 
• The ordinances for the flood mitigation and authorization of the franchise fee with the 

cable company will be finalized by the next meeting.   
• Atty. Greg Stuck requested the list of landlords that the borough invoiced according to 

the Renters’ Ordinance.  His request had been tabled at a previous council meeting 
because council is not certain that this listing is a public record.  Mr. Shaffer stated that 
beginning July 1, a new Privacy Act becomes effective and he questions what this means 
in terms of providing this list to the public.  Atty. Best stated that he would research the 
act.  He also stated that not all correspondences or files within the borough are public 
records.  He feels that Mr. Ruane’s files, as well as police files, are not public record.  
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Atty. Stuck’s correspondence indicated that not every landlord was served with notice.  
The borough has sent invoices to every known landlord.  The ordinance has been 
publicized, therefore, landlords who have not received invoices, should contact the 
borough office.  If Atty. Stuck is aware of a landlord who has not received notice, Atty. 
Best suggested that he forward the information to the borough office.   Mr. Ruane stated 
that he has received cooperation from landlords requesting inspections of their properties.   

• Atty. Best wrote to Atty. Zurich, the county solicitor, a month ago concerning the real 
estate assessments in the borough.  Atty. Zurich has not replied.   

 
Executive Session 
The council went into Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss personnel issues. 
The council meeting was reconvened at 7:47 p.m. 
 
Mayor’s Report 

• Currently, the borough does not have substitutes for the Crossing Guards.  Council 
authorized advertising for substitute Crossing Guards. 

• Complaints have been received about motorized scooters.  Chief Redington stated that 
licenses are not required for scooters at this point.  Atty. Best stated that an ordinance is 
required to address the issue.  While traveling on the streets, anyone riding scooters is 
required to follow the vehicle code.  Under the vehicle code, the scooters can be 
eliminated from the roadway.  Council discussed whether scooters should be permitted 
on the streets or sidewalks.  Mr. Shaffer will work with Chief Redington and the Mayor 
to make a recommendation.   

• A complaint about children playing basketball in the street at Hanover and Front Streets 
has been received.   

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer and Street 
Inspector Supervisor for the month of April.   
 
Mr. Ruane informed the council that S & L Trucking has purchased the Phillip M. Bell 
building on Fifth Street. 
 

Committee Reports 
 Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee met yesterday.  A written report of the meeting is on 
file in the borough office. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay $4,635 toward the principal of the loan from SUN 
Bank.  This is the difference in the amount for the seven payments the borough will make 
this year and the amount of twelve payments that had been included in the 2001 budget.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to transfer $16,889 from the General Contingency Fund to the 
General Fund.  This amount is the difference between the budgeted and actual amounts 
for the Second Street School expenses and anticipated revenue refund from the 2000 
expenditures.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the borough would receive $6,525 for rent in 2001 for the 
Rescue Building, with a net income of $5,726.  This rental income was not included in 
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the 2001 budget because council had not known that the building would be rented at the 
time the budget was approved.  Mr. Ditton made a motion that rent money received for 
the Rescue Squad Building be used to purchase signs for three of the entrances to the 
borough.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  The cost per sign is approximately $1,900.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe discussed the expenses that the borough pays for recycling.  Money had not 
been budgeted for these expenses in the 2001 budget.  The Finance Committee is 
recommending that money be transferred from the General Contingency Fund to the 
General Fund to pay for these recycling expenses.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the issue until the 
actual numbers are determined. 
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to contact businesses and organizations that have soda 
machines to consider obtaining machines that dispense cans instead of plastic bottles, 
when available.  This is to encourage recycling.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 
The Finance Committee had discussed compensating Mr. Redington for his tenure as 
Borough Manager.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to table the Finance Committee’s 
recommendation that Mr. Redington not be compensated for his tenure as Borough 
Manager.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
The grant for the sixth police officer runs through March of 2003. 
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion that, as of January 1, 2002, payments to borough officials, 
including the Mayor, Health Officer, and Fire Chief, should be made at the end of a 
specified period, rather than the beginning.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The 
payments are to be disbursed at the end of June and December or the end of each quarter.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to transfer the $500 budgeted for the Rescue Squad to the 
EMA for radios.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to present a $200 donation to the Priestley-Forsyth Memorial 
Library at a meeting on May 10, 2001.  This amount is included in the 2001 budget.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Committee requested that the committee be permitted to decide 
how the monies in the Parks and Recreation and Liberty Pool Accounts are spent.  The 
Finance Committee feels that the council is ultimately responsible for how the money is 
spent in the borough and the accounts should remain as they are now.   Parks and 
Recreation will be provided with copies of bank statements and bills to be paid from 
these accounts.  The committee does have a small account for recreation and a Soapbox 
account.  Council has also approved that Mr. Greg Carl can obtain up to $500 when 
needed for materials for the Haunted House. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the Liberty Pool’s contract with Northumberland 
County at a minimum of $4,500 for use of the pool this summer for county camps, 
providing the Parks and Recreation Committee approves.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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 Ordinance 

Mr. Carl reported that the Ordinance Committee met on April 23rd, and established a 
schedule of meetings to review sections of the Borough Code.  Committee members will 
be contacted to attend meetings that pertain to their committee and make 
recommendations to the Ordinance Committee for revisions to the Borough Code.  
 
Mr. Carl has suggested a long-term sidewalk project.  Council discussed the scope of the 
project.  Mr. Shaffer asked if the sidewalk project is to replace and repair sidewalks or if 
it would include installation of new sidewalks throughout the developments.  The 
Ordinance Committee will review the matter, with input from the Public Safety 
Committee.  Streets and Sidewalks are to be discussed at the May 21st Ordinance 
Committee Meeting, so this issue will be addressed at that time. 
 
The members of the Ordinance Committee have copies of the ordinances and council 
meeting minutes that address signs in the borough.  Atty. Best will review this topic. 
 

 Parks & Recreation 
The Anselmo Fund has issued a $4000 grant to the Liberty Pool for a new pump and 
concrete steps for handicapped access.   
 
A $500 Anselmo grant has also been received for a crafts program for children, to be held 
this summer at the Girl Scout House. 
 
The committee discussed work to be completed at the pool.  The bottom of the pool has 
not been painted.  Mr. Carl stated that Mr. Slodysko would be contacted.   
 
Personnel 

 No information to report. 
 

Property 
Mrs. Groninger reported that all is well with the Rescue Building rental.   
 

 Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer reported that the Public Safety Committee met on April 23 and will work 
with the Ordinance Committee to review ordinances pertaining to Public Safety. 
 
Chief Redington requested that James Dodge be permitted to intern with the Police 
Department this summer as part of his college coursework.  This paid internship can be 
funded through the Degenstein Foundation.  James Dodge is the son of a borough 
employee.  Atty. Best stated that he does not feel this is a conflict in that the family 
member is not making the decision to hire him.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to permit 
James Dodge to work as an intern with the Police Department.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Street  
Minutes of the Street Committee Meeting held on April 26, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. are on file 
in the borough office. 
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Mr. Wolfe opened the bids received for the Improvement of Storm Water Drainage 
System and Replacement of Some Existing Sidewalk and Curbing.  The bids, ranging 
from $41,250 to $60,990, were received from seven contractors.  Mr. Shaffer made a 
motion to award the bid to the lowest correct and qualified bidder.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton stated that he would prefer to examine the bids before 
voting to award the contract.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion carried 
6-1.  

 
Penn DOT has invited the council to a Transportation Meeting on May 2, 2001, 4:00 p.m. 
at the Penn DOT building.  Mr. Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger plan to attend.  
 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to purchase additional pipe for various street projects.  Mr. 
Carl seconded the motion.  The amount of pipe to be purchased is 500 feet of 18-inch 
pipe, 100 feet of 15-inch pipe, and 100 feet of 24-inch pipe.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Redington reported that Zartman’s is assisting with obtaining a cost for the roofing at the 

Second Street School.  Mr. Redington met with Larson’s last week regarding the 
specifications for the heating system.  It will probably be a boiler system with a hot water 
type of heating system.  Council discussed the possible uses of the building.  They included 
the housing of the municipal offices and using part of the building for a Community Center.  
Council discussed using General Fund money that may become available, but will not raise 
taxes for the building.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that a meeting be held to discuss the use of this 
building and funds that may be available.   
 
Mr. Redington explained that the borough has received preliminary notice of a state grant for 
$163,000 for the lights for Pineknotter Park.  Extra money available from that grant may 
possibly be utilized for design plans for the Second Street School.  The Second Street School 
Committee will meet Monday, May 7, 2001 at 7:00 p.m.  Money for seeding the baseball 
field is designated in the grant.  Mr. Redington also wrote to Merck requesting a $4,500 grant 
for topsoil for the baseball field.   
 
Mr. Redington explained the type of lights that are being considered for the ball field at 
Pineknotter Park.  The brand name is Musco Lighting.  DEP has approved the plan.  Dave 
Walters is preparing a quote for Larson Design Group to oversee the installation of the light 
columns. 
 
Mr. Wolfe scheduled a meeting of the Personnel Committee with Mr. Redington to discuss 
grants on Monday, May 7, 2001 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to appoint Mr. John Laubach to the Second Street School 
Committee and to the Improvement Committee.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to appoint Mr. Don Troxell to the Planning Commission.  Mr. 

Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Troxell is appointed as the 
representative from council.  Mr. Ditton is a member of the Planning Commission, but he is 
not a representative from council.  Mr. Ditton’s term expires in August of this year. 
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4. Mr. Wolfe stated that volunteers are needed for these committees:  

• The Downtown Revitalization Committee 
• The Improvement Committee 
• Zoning Board Alternates 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe tabled the approval of the March 20, 2001 minutes until the next meeting. 
 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve paying the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 

motion.  Mr. Shaffer amended his motion to include paying Northumberland County $680.17 
for printing the tax bills, instead of the $884.62 billed.  A letter is to be included, referencing 
a letter from the Chief Assessor stating that the county would print the bills for the same cost 
as in the past.  The amount the borough is paying is the average of the amounts paid for the 
tax bills and mailing costs over the past three years.  Mrs. Groninger withdrew the second.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Kenneth Wagner requested a handicapped parking space for 75 Orange Street.  Mr. 

Ditton made a motion to approve a handicapped parking space for Mr. Kenneth Wagner, 
stipulating that he comply with the street sweeping schedule.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Ditton, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted no.  The Public Safety Committee 
will review the handicapped parking space issue.  A letter will be sent to Mr. Wagner. 

 
4. Milton Borough has invited the borough council to form a Council of Government (COG) 

with Milton and two other municipalities, Delaware Township and Watsontown Borough. 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to reply with a letter of interest in pursuing the formation of the 
Council of Government.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe explained that Larson Design Group, Inc. has reviewed the Northumberland 

National Bank plan for a parking lot and recommends that the borough not approve the 
bank’s plans until various issues are addressed.  The council will review the information.   

 
6. Mr. Shaffer announced that he is meeting with the Fire Police on Sunday, May 6, 2001. 
 
7. Mr. Carl asked for clarification of council’s vote to approve his purchases of up to $500 for 

the Haunted House.  Council agreed that Mr. Carl could be reimbursement for any items he 
may purchase, up to $500.   

 
8. Mr. Bowersox asked why work has not been done on Pineknotter Park.  Gutelius had told 

Mr. Walters that the ground at Furman’s was too wet to bring in to the park.  The contract 
stipulates a time deadline. 

   
9. Mr. Bowersox stated that Eastern Industries closed streets to remove trees and did not have 

any signs or barricades at the intersections to inform motorists that the street was closed in 
the middle of the block.  As chairman of the Street Committee, Mr. Bowersox has the 
authority to direct the companies to barricade the streets, informing motorists that the road is 
closed to traffic.  
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10. Mr. Ditton would like the railroad to be informed not to blow the train whistles through 
town.  The topic was discussed, but no action taken.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.   
 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
May 22, 2001 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Don Troxell, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, 
Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, and Mrs. Judith 
Groninger.  Others present were Mr. Wendell Wetzel, Mayor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The 13 visitors 
present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No one offered any comments at this time. 
 
Larson Design Group 
Mr. Max Inkrote reviewed the Storm Water Runoff Improvement Study that had been 
prepared by Larson Design Group, Inc.  The design and construction costs are rough 
estimates.  The design costs are based on Larson’s preparing the bid packets, plans, and 
field surveys.  If all of the construction would be bid at one time, the construction cost 
would be lower than bidding the projects separately.  The estimates include prevailing 
wage rates.  Council discussed whether or not prevailing wage rates would need to apply. 
 
PennDOT is willing to excavate the ditch along Penn Street as part of the agility 
agreement.  The ditch is close to the railroad right-of-way.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the 
Borough Crew could to the clearing and grubbing.  The ditch needs to be maintained 
regularly.   
 
The approximate total of the costs for design and construction is $1.123 million.  Mr. 
Paul Nataly, of PennVest, has been contacted and will meet with the council and 
Larson’s, and DEP to discuss possible funding.  Mr. Inkrote suggested inviting SEDA-
Cog and the county also.  Competitive grants are available.  
 
Mr. Inkrote stated that priorities one through seven are in need of immediate 
improvements.  Several of these items are already under contract with Schlegel 
Excavating, Inc.  The cost of item 16 is high due to the fact that Boyer Machine Shop has 
a concrete ramp, which would need to be taken out and replaced, in order to replace the 
pipe underneath.   
 
Mr. Inkrote feels that the four-foot, smooth-lined pipe being suggested for Ropewalk 
Avenue will carry the water diverted from the five-foot squash pipe, the corrected size of 
the pipe in Section 7.  He recommends leaving the old system in place to carry water that 
is directed there below King Street.  The water from the hill area will be diverted along 
King Street and down Brickyard Avenue.  Wherever the pipe bends at a 90-degree angle, 
a manhole will be installed.   
 
 
  



 2

Mr. Inkrote explained that other areas of the borough, not included in this study, would 
be impacted by the solutions recommended for this area because water is being diverted 
from other areas. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority 
Mr. Jack Fasold informed the council that the Sewer Authority has accepted bids for 
three projects, Priestley Avenue from Sheetz Avenue to Queen Street, Second Street from 
Duke Street to Queen Street, and paving the parking lot at the sewer plant.   
 
The Sewer Authority toured ButterKrust Bakery in Sunbury.  ButterKrust’s start-up date 
in Northumberland is December 2001.  The Sewer Authority has set the tap-on fee and 
the rates for sewer charges for the bakery.  This fee schedule was set for the authority’s 
Municipal Industrial Pretreatment Program (MIPP), not just for ButterKrust.   
 
The authority plans to TV the line on Duke Street.  This line had been installed a year 
ago.  The work will be done at night and will take approximately two nights to complete. 
 
Solicitor’s Report  
The first reading of Ordinance 2001-4, the Telecommunications Act of 2001, was 
conducted.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-4.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, 
and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
The first reading of Ordinance 2001-5, the Flood Hazard Mitigation Ordinance, was 
conducted.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-5.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to adopt Resolution B.  This resolution accepts the deed of 
dedication for a public street to extend Priestley Avenue.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Attorney Best will file the deed with the Register and 
Recorder’s office.  The borough can then contact PennDOT to obtain Liquid Fuels 
money for this section of Priestley Avenue. 
 
Executive Session   
The council went into an executive session at 7:38 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue. 
The council meeting was reconvened at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane informed the council of his activity for the month of May.   
Schedule for group homes. 
 
Committee Reports 
 Finance - No report 

 
Ordinance – The Ordinance Committee held a meeting May 21, 2001.  A written 
report is on file in the borough office.  The committee will be meeting on May 31, 
2001 at 7:00 p.m. in the borough hall. 

  
Parks & Recreation – No report.  The committee meets on Thursday, May 24 at 
7:00 in the borough hall. 
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Personnel – The Personnel Committee met on May 7, 2001.  A written report is 
on file in the borough office.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt the guidelines of 
the schedule of amounts for the administrative fee for future grants.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  The proposal is as follows: 
 
Up to $100,000  10%  $500,001 to $600,000  7.5% 
$100,001 to $200,000  9.5%  $600,001 to $700,000  7.0% 
$200,001 to 300,000  9.0%  $700,001 to $800,000  6.5% 
$300,001 to $400,000  8.5%  $800,001 to $900,000  6.0% 
$400,001 to $500,000  8.0%  $900,001 to $1,000,000 5.5% 

Greater than $1,000,000 5.0% 
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Property – No report 

  
Public Safety –No report 

  
Street – Mr. Bowersox reviewed the streets to be paved this year.  Strawbridge 
Road is to be paved with 1½ inch of top.  Base repairs are to be done as needed. 
Council has approved this work at a prior meeting.   
 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to pave Fourth Street, north of Wheatley Avenue to 
Hanover Street.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to let for bid the paving of Fifth Street from Duke 
Street to Hanover Street, eliminating the intersections at King and Queen Streets.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mr. Fasold stated that the Sewer Authority has 
repair work to complete on Queen Street between Fourth and Sixth Streets.  By 
eliminating the paving at the intersection, the repair work will not need to be 
completed before Fifth Street is paved.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to have PennDOT excavate the parallel ditch along 
Penn Street, under the agility agreement.  The elevations are to be obtained from 
Larson’s engineers.  The borough crew will clean and grub the area.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Chip Schlegel, of Schlegel Construction, Inc. suggested changes to the 
current contract.  Council discussed his recommendations and made the following 
motions. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve an exploratory dig at Second and King 
Streets by Schlegel Excavating, Inc., at additional cost to the contract.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. 
Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  
Motion passed 4-3. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to raise two inlets at Second and King Streets instead 
of replacing them, as recommended by Mr. Schlegel.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
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motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. 
Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.        

  
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve an exploratory dig at Fifth and Prince 
Streets by Schlegel Excavating, Inc., at additional cost to the contract.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted 
no.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to approve that two inlets on the northeast and 
northwest corners of the King and Second Street intersection be either replaced, 
or raised and the grates replaced, at Mr. Ruane’s discretion.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that effective June 5, 2001, all committee reports should be 
written.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  
Motion passed 5-2.  
 
Old Business 

1. Pineknotter Park Light Pole Installation – Mr. Ditton made a motion to accept 
the proposal from Larson Design Group, Inc. for engineering services in 
connection with the installation of field lighting for Pineknotter Park ball field 
at a lump sum of $9,400.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Council 
discussed the installation requirement of 12 feet in depth in undisturbed soil 
and whether to expect additional costs since the installation site is over the 
former dump, and not in undisturbed soil.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; 
Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of March 20, 2001, April 
3, 2001, and April 17, 2001.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl 
voted aye; Mrs. Groninger was absent during the vote.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve paying the bills, including the loan 

payment and the bill from Schick’s Garage.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, 
and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger was absent during the vote.  Motion 
passed 6-0.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund totaled $18,836.82. 
The Park and Recreation Fund bills totaled $176.83.  The Liberty Pool 
Association bills totaled $90.51 and the Liquid Fuels bills totaled $12,922.06. 

 
3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve that the Fire Police provide assistance 

to Upper Augusta Township on June 10, 2001 for a boat race at the Sunbury 
Social Club, and to the Evangelical Hospital on August 17, 2001 for the 75th 
Anniversary Grand Community Event.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and 



 5

Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger was absent during the vote.  Motion 
passed 6-0. 

 
4. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt an amendment of the Articles of 

Incorporation for the Penn Valley Airport Authority.  This amendment adds a 
provision that provides that the authority’s term of existence be extended to a 
date not exceeding fifty years from the date of approval of the articles of 
amendment.  It was labeled Resolution C for the year 2001. Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. A DEP Planning and Recycling Roundtable will be held on June 8, 2001 at 

Tedd’s on the Hill.  Three members of the Recycling Committee and the 
Borough Secretary plan to attend.  Council members are invited, with 
reservations requested by June 4, 2001. 

 
6. Second Street School Committee plans to present the heating and roofing 

projects to the council in two weeks.  The estimates for these projects are 
higher than originally anticipated.  The committee is planning that the 
building from the stage toward Second Street be utilized as a Community 
Center; and the area from the stage to Park Avenue be used for borough 
offices.  Mr. Shaffer stated that if the borough offices were relocated to the 
Second Street School building, the current municipal building could become a 
source of rental income for commercial offices.  The rental income could help 
offset the cost of the Second Street School.  Areas in the school could also be 
rented for commercial use.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion that the Second Street 
School be converted to a combination Community Center and municipal 
building with space constraints and requirements to be defined.  Mr. Carl 
seconded the motion.  The municipal building entails the police department 
and the borough offices.  Mr. Shaffer amended his motion to include that 
areas of the building should also be considered as potential commercial 
rentals.  Mr. Carl amended his second.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Ditton 
and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 

 
7. A letter from the Assessment Bureau was received, requesting payment of the 

unpaid balance of $204.45 for the tax bills.  The borough had paid the 
Assessment Bureau $680.17 for the tax bills, referencing a letter from the 
Chief Assessor stating that the county would print the bills for the same cost 
as in the past.  The amount of $680.17 was the average of the amounts paid 
for the tax bills and mailing costs for the prior three years.  Mr. Bowersox 
made a motion to pay the outstanding bill to the Assessment Bureau.  Mr. 
Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  
Motion failed 0-7.  It was noted that the Assessment Bureau has reassessed 
the new construction in the borough for the 2001 school tax bills. 

 
8. Mrs. Brosius informed the council that the Pineknotter Days Committee is 

considering having Hot Air Balloon rides and wished to know if the balloon 
ride could be located at Pineknotter Park.  Council stated that it should not be 
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located at the park due to the construction work and reseeding being 
completed there. 

 
9. Pepsi was contacted regarding the soda machines in the borough.  According 

to their representative, the machines with plastic bottles are more profitable 
than the machines with cans.  The plastic bottles also sell better.  Mr. Ditton 
stated that the amount of the profits is negotiable.  The reason the council was 
in favor of the machines with cans is because the cans are recyclable, whereas 
the plastic bottles are not.  Mr. Carl suggested obtaining the baler to recycle 
plastics, if it is profitable.  Mr. Bowersox suggested that the pick-up for 
recycling be limited to three materials - cardboard, aluminum, and clear glass.  
Council discussed the cost to the borough for the recycling expenses. 

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 9:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
Northumberland Borough Municipal Building, 221 2nd Street, Northumberland, PA 

June 5, 2001 
 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg Shaffer, 
Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Paul Bowersox, and Greg Carl.  Others present were Atty. 
James Best, Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The seventeen visitors 
present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No one offered any public comment at this time. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority  
Cindy Lark informed the council that the authority’s work on Second Street and Priestley 
Avenue would be completed this summer.  Council is invited to attend the 
preconstruction meeting with the contractor, which will be held the end of next week. 
Center State Amesite was awarded the bid.  Additionally, bids are currently being let out 
for repairs to the line on Fourth Street between King Street and Wheatley Avenue.   The 
Sewer Authority would like to be informed of the date for the paving of Second Street to 
be certain that their work is completed.  Ms. Lark also announced that Dan Wiand is the 
interim supervisor of the Sewer Authority.   
 
Medico Industries  
Mr. Tom Kuharchik presented information on a 1996 Wacker roller with 982 hours of 
use. The cost for the roller is $6,500.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to purchase the 
roller, model RD880, at a price of $6,500, upon receipt of the qualifications of the 
capacity of the roller.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Bowersox 
stated that the roller could be used for a variety of projects, including patching the streets, 
and compacting the road through Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Carl asked if additional 
personnel would be required.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the roller could be operated 
without additional personnel.  He added that the street crew does need additional 
personnel.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Carl voted aye; Mr. Troxell and Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 
In a separate matter, Mr. Kuharchik told the council that if the borough rented a skidster 
from Medico Industries for 6 months, Medico would allow the borough 100% of the 
rental cost toward the purchase price during the first three months of the rental, and 80% 
of the rental cost toward the purchase price during the next 3 months.  Mr. Bowersox 
stated the need for this equipment for the winter months.  Mr. Kuharchik explained that a 
skidster can accommodate 70 different attachments.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
P. W. Campbell - Northumberland National Bank Project 
Mr. Jim Gurden, of P.W. Campbell Company, presented a plan for the driveway and 
parking lot behind the Northumberland National Bank.  The bank proposes to construct a 
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curb cut along Queen Street for a driveway from the parking lot, with parking extending 
along one side of the drive to Queen Street.  The adjacent property owners and the bank 
have agreed to grade the property.  The slope will mean that the property will drain onto 
Queen Street.  No storm water system is directly related to the property.  The closest 
system is at the corner of Front and Queen Streets.  The soil conditions and perk rate are 
good through out the site.  The engineers for the bank and Larson Design Group, Inc. are 
planning to work together to insure that no additional water would be introduced onto 
Queen Street.  The bank is requesting that council approve the site plan.  Mr. Dennis 
Norman, the representative from Larson Design Group, Inc. has met with the bank’s 
engineers and feels that he can work with them to determine the best way to address the 
storm water.  Mr. Gurden stated that the borough’s Land Development Ordinance 
contains several requirements that are not feasible at this site.  Typically, a waiver of 
requirements is requested of the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission 
makes a recommendation to council, and the council approves or disapproves the waiver 
of the requirements.  Mr. Wolfe requested a written request from the bank’s engineers, 
stating what requirements in the ordinance need to be revised in order to permit the bank 
to continue with the project.  Atty. Stuck stated that a construction easement is going to 
be approved for the driveway to Queen Street, once the borough approves the variance.   
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to approve the variance on the parking and setbacks for 
the Northumberland National Bank on said properties, upon the approval of the Planning 
Commission.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton prefers that the Planning 
Commission to be consulted before council gives its approval.  Atty. Best’s legal opinion 
is that the council should not be acting on this motion.  He also feels that if Mr. Troxell is 
a contractor for the bank, he should abstain from voting.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, 
Mr. Carl, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted 
no; Mr. Troxell abstained.  The vote was tied at 3-3.  Mayor Wetzel was absent from the 
meeting due to an appointment.  Because he was not present to vote, the motion died.  
Mr. Ditton stated that the Planning Commission would set a special meeting as soon as 
the written information from the bank is received.   
  
Replacement of Storm Sewers 
Mr. Chip Schlegel, of Schlegel Excavating Co. addressed the council concerning the 
contract between the borough and Schlegel Excavating, Co.  Mr. Schlegel recommends 
that at King Street Park, one inlet is replaced, four inlets are repaired, and curbing is 
installed at the Second Street end of the park.  At the corner of Fifth and Prince Streets, a 
twenty-four inch pipe runs north/ south on Fifth Street.  Mr. Schlegel’s proposal is to 
keep the junction box at the corner of Fifth and Prince Streets and add a manhole cover.  
New inlets will be placed on both sides of Prince Street.  A new junction box will be 
placed at the corner of Prince and Fifth Street, on the south side of Prince Street.  It will 
also have a manhole lid.  New inlets will be placed on each side of Fifth Street, above 
Prince Street.  At the corner of Fifth Street and Strawbridge Road, two new inlets and one 
D & H box are to be installed.  This is in addition to the present contract.  The cost for 
the D & H box is $4,631.  Mr. Schlegel provided an itemized listing of the changes and 
the costs associated with the changes, as requested by the street committee.  The total 
amount for the contract would be $42,312.00.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the 
changes to the contract with Schlegel Excavating, Inc.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  A copy of this list of changed is on file in the borough office.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 
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Solicitor’s Report 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-4, the “Telecommunications Act of 
2001”.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  This was the second reading of the ordinance.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted 
aye; Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion passed 5-2.   
 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adopt ordinance 2001-5, the “Flood Hazard Ordinance of 
2001”.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  This was the second reading of the 
ordinance.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report  
Mr. Ruane presented his report for May 2001.  He also received a request that the 
borough crew move a handicap sign from Queen Street to around the corner on Priestley 
Avenue. 

   
Committee Reports 
Finance Committee – no report 
 
Ordinance Committee 
Mr. Carl reviewed the written report for the Ordinance Committee meetings on May 21st 
and May 31st.  This report is on file in the borough office.  The Ordinance Committee is 
submitting a Northumberland Sidewalk Beautification Project.  This project would last 
for five years.  The committee is exploring funding through grants that would help low-
income property owners to afford the cost of new sidewalks.  Every recommendation that 
the committee passed unanimously or with a 2-1 vote is included in the plan.  This plan 
would be adopted for the duration of the five years. After that time, the current ordinance 
would apply.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the committee has considered who would enforce 
the rules.  Mr. Wolfe stated that by adopting this ordinance, the residents have five years 
to comply with the ordinance before enforcement would begin.  The issue of enforcement 
could be addressed at that time.  Mr. Bowersox objected to having the current ordinance 
weakened by eliminating the requirement of mesh in the sidewalk.  Mrs. Brosius 
suggested that the tree line, (the area between the curb and sidewalk), be addressed, 
stipulating what is allowed in the tree line.  Mr. Ditton stated that the ordinance does not 
address this area.  Atty. Best recommended that the tree line area could be addressed as 
part of a shade tree ordinance that is being reviewed.  Mr. Ditton expressed his objections 
to several items in the proposal.  He questions why slate, blacktop, and brick sidewalks 
are unacceptable while cobblestone, wood, and other materials are not referenced.  He 
also questions why designs are not acceptable.  He would like the committee to review 
these issues before adopting the ordinance.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt the five-year Sidewalk Beautification Project.  Mr. 
Carl seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the vote is for the entire “package”.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion failed 3-4.  The ordinance is 
sent back to the committee for revision. 

 
Parks & Recreation Committee 
Mrs. Brosius announced that the Soapbox race is scheduled for June 30th.  Craft classes 
for ages 5 through 5th grade will be conducted on Wednesday mornings, beginning June 
13th from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. The program is free.  
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Mr. Shaffer stated that the new pump has been installed at the pool and the pool is 
operational. 

 
Personnel Committee - no report 
  
Property Committee 
A written report is on file in the borough office.   
• The Property Committee plans to schedule a meeting.  The meeting will be 

publicized.  Mrs. Groninger moved that council gives its approval for the committee 
to decide whether a request from the Pineknotter Days Committee for Hot Air 
Balloon rides at Pineknotter Park or Second Street School is granted.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote – All ayes.   

• No activity should be expected at Pineknotter Park for several months.  The grass 
seed needs to germinate, and three cuttings should be completed before anyone is 
permitted in the area.  The shed had not been moved; therefore the ground is graded 
around the shed and seeded.  At some point, the shed will have to be moved.  The 
former parking lot has been seeded.  Mr. Shaffer questioned if the gravel that had 
been removed from the lot should have been returned.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the 
contractor and the engineer determined the contract.     

• Second Street School and Property Committees plan to have a joint meeting 
regarding a roof for the school building.  The meeting will be advertised. 

• The borough crew is not collecting brush.   
• The recycling truck will pass down each street one time.  The crew will not make 

return trips.  Recycling should be placed at the curb by 8:00 a.m. if the residents wish 
to have it removed. 

     
Public Safety Committee 
Mr. Shaffer presented his report for the Public Safety Committee.  The written report is 
on file in the Borough Office.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve repairing and reprogramming the siren and 
reprogramming at the estimated cost of $797.00.  The cost to repair the board and relays 
is $597; the reprogramming cost is $200.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted 
aye; Mr. Ditton voted no. 
 
The Fire Department requested a meeting with the Public Safety Committee to discuss 
the department’s long-term plans.  Mrs. Groninger asked if both fire companies have 
approved the plan.  Mr. Newbury, Fire Chief, stated that this is a preliminary meeting.  
The fire companies have approved no plan yet.  
 
The Public Safety Committee will meet on June 25th at 7:00 p.m.   
 
The EMA and the Fire Board will provide the council with written reports. 
 
A request was received to determine if trees located on the north side of Route 11 
constitute a hazard.  Mr. Shaffer will inspect the area. 
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Street Committee  
Mr. Bowersox presented the report from the Street Committee.  He made a motion to 
pave Prince Street between Fifth Street and Strawbridge Road, including base repairs at 
the intersection of Prince and Fifth Streets.  If the Sewer Authority has work to complete 
in this block, that work is to be completed before the paving.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
The issue of renting a skidster or bobcat was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that he regretfully received Mrs. Groninger’s resignation from the 
Street Committee.  Mr. Wolfe will sit on the committee until the next council meeting, at 
which time he will appoint another member from council.   
 
The Street Committee will not be meeting on Thursday mornings.  The meetings will be 
set at a later date. 
 
Old Business 
1. Second Street School Committee 

Mrs. Groninger made a motion to appoint Joe Epler to the Second Street School 
Committee.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Downtown Revitalization Committee 

Borough residents and business owners have volunteered to serve on the 
Downtown Revitalization Committee.  Mr. Wolfe will announce a date for an 
organizational meeting at the next council meeting.  Other interested parties are 
encouraged to participate.   

 
3. Storm Sewer Project Funding 

Members from council and the office met with representatives of PennVest, DEP, 
Northumberland County and Larson Design Group, Inc. to explore funding for the 
storm sewer project.  Written reports of the meeting are on file in the borough 
office.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to proceed with the funding study for priorities 1 and 
7 through 16 of the Storm Water Study.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Items 2 
through 6 are currently under contract with Schlegel Excavating, Inc.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 
The first step is for the borough to conduct a survey in the area, which will be 
improved by the storm sewer project.  This survey is to determine the percentage 
of low to moderate-income households in this targeted area.  The survey should 
be conducted by going door-to-door.  More information will be obtained before 
the next council meeting.   
 

4. Mr. Wolfe announced that the council has received some specifications from Middle 
Creek Signs for the entrance signs to the Borough.  He suggested that council review 
the designs and discuss them at the next council meeting.   

 
5. Mrs. Brosius requested that a borough representative be appointed to the Flood 

Hazard Mitigation Committee.  Mr. Wolfe appointed Mr. Troxell to the committee.  
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6. Northumberland Borough Housing Authority 

Atty. Michael Balducci received a letter from DCED awarding a grant to the Housing 
Authority for the project to be located on the Steele School property.  Mr. Bowersox 
made a motion to accept the $337,000 grant proposal from DCED for the 
Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The Housing Authority would like the building to 
be under roof before Christmas. 
   

New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve paying the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 

motion.  Mrs. Groninger requested that the $125.00 fee for the Priestley Avenue 
Extension deed be withheld.  The motion was not revised.  The amount from the 
General Fund totaled $8,562.37; the Liquid Fuels bills totaled $5,242.10; and the 
Liberty Pool Association bills totaled $2,277.26.  Roll call vote – Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.   

 
2. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to permit the River of Life Assembly of God Church to use 

the King Street Park on either August 19 or August 26, 2001.  The church may 
choose which date.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Furman Foods, Inc. has requested that the council agree to $30,900 credit for soil 

provided to the borough for Pineknotter Park.  This credit would be toward the annual 
PILOT that Furman’s pays in conjunction with the UDAG Grant.  Mr. Wolfe will 
contact Mr. David Geise for additional information. 

 
4. Mr. Carl requested that council members attend the next Ordinance Committee 

meeting pertaining to the sidewalks to address their concerns about the proposed 
Sidewalk Beautification Project. 

 
5. Mrs. Bogovich requested that the council reconsider the purchase of the entrance 

signs to the borough.  She feels that the money earmarked for the signs should be 
spent on other things, such as the streets, street lighting, and sidewalks. 

 
6. Mr. Bob Pinter, the reporter from WKOK, announced to the council that the story on 

the Second Street Haunted House won third place in the state competition.  He 
presented the council with a copy of the tape, and the judge’s comments. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
Northumberland Borough Municipal Building   221 2nd St., North’d, PA 17857 

July 3, 2001 
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Don Troxell, and Mr. Bryan Wolfe.  Others 
present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. James Best, solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  The seven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Stepanik, a resident on King Street, requested that council consider placing stop signs on 
Sheetz Avenue at the intersection with Park Avenue, or designating Sheetz Avenue as a one-way 
street going toward Front Street.  The Street Department will review the request. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority  
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that the Sewer Authority’s work on Fourth Street would be 
completed this week.  Second Street is to be started once the water company is finished in the 
area.  As soon as Second Street is completed, Priestley Avenue will be started.  
 
Larson Design Group, Inc. 
♦ Mr. Max Inkrote informed the council that a pipe blew out in the area between Orange Street 

and Sheetz Avenue.  Today, workers on the borough crew and from Larson’s Design Group, 
Inc. performed a temporary fix at the location.  This area was addressed in the Storm Water 
Management Study recently completed.  Mr. Inkrote presented the council with three options 
to fix the pipe:   

 
1. Install another pipe to replace the old one at an approximate cost of $66,000 for 

construction. 
2. Construct a significant portion of the new system along Brickyard Avenue, as 

proposed from Hanover Street to King Street (Priority 12) at a cost of approximately 
$205,000.    

3. Construct a shortened version of Priority 12, from Orange Street to King Street, at a 
cost of $137,000.   

 
Mr. Wolfe estimated that the borough currently has approximately $119,000 to use for street/ 
storm sewer projects this year.  The storm sewer problem is borough-wide and the council is 
currently seeking funding for improvements to the system.  Mr. Inkrote stated that any work 
completed here could be included in the Letter of Prejudice to PennVest for funding since 
this is an emergency situation.  The funding obtained through PennVest would be loans.  A 
survey of the households in the storm water management study area is being conducted to 
determine if the borough could qualify for a competitive community block grant.  
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♦ Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay Gutelius $133,743 as recommended by Larson’s.  Mr. Carl 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
♦ Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve Change Order #2 for Pineknotter Park, at a cost of 

$13,350.  This cost is to cover the hauling of the additional fill material.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton questioned who determined the amount of material needed 
and why the estimate of dirt moved to Pineknotter Park from the island was so much less 
than originally believed.  He felt that the company that hauled the material to Pineknotter 
Park should have known how much ground was hauled.  Council also discussed the DEP’s 
requirements to cover the landfill.  Topsoil was not required in this contract.  Gutelius is 
going to return to fill in the uneven areas in Pineknotter Park and reseed where the grass has 
not grown.  Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call vote to approve Change Order #2.  Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Troxell, and 
Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed 3-4. 

 
♦ Mr. Shaffer moved to table the request from Larson Design Group, Inc. concerning the 

electrical service at Pineknotter Park. 
 
♦ Council discussed the recommendations made by Larson Design Group, Inc. for the 

Northumberland National Bank Storm Water Management Plans.  Mr. Troxell and Mr. 
Ditton, members of the Planning Commission, agreed with Larson’s recommendations.  Mr. 
Shaffer made a motion to accept the changes for the Northumberland National Bank Storm 
Water Management Plans, as recommended by Larson Design Group, Inc.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
♦ Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept Larson Design Group, Inc.’s proposal for design services 

for the proposed re-roofing project at the Second Street School.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

  
Solicitor’s Report 
Atty. Best announced that the Public Hearing for Linda Troutman’s request for the transfer of a 
Liquor License is scheduled for July 17 at 6:30 p.m.  This hearing will be publicized in the Daily 
Item. 
 
Executive Session  
The council went into an Executive Session to discuss a litigation issue at 7:50 p.m.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
No report 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
♦ Mr. Paul Ruane presented his report for the month of June. 
 
♦ Mr. Bowersox made a motion that Mr. Ruane be paid time and a half for time worked over 

forty hours per week.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
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Committee Reports 
Finance Committee 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee would meet on July 25 at 6:30 p.m., and 
tentatively, on August 29, September 19, October 24, and November 28 to discuss the 2002 
budget.   
  
Ordinance 
♦ The next ordinance meeting is July 23rd at 7:00. 
 
♦ The approved recommendations for changes to the ordinances have been given to the 

solicitor to prepare. 
 
Parks & Recreation 
The July meeting had been cancelled. 
 
Personnel  
No report 

 
Property 
No report 
 
Public Safety  
♦ Mr. Shaffer received a request for a crossing guard at King and Water Streets because even 

with the pedestrian crossing sign, drivers are not giving pedestrians the right-of-way. 
 
♦ Mr. Shaffer made a motion to address a letter to the Shikellamy School district requesting 

that they reroute the buses to eliminate students crossing Front, Water, and Duke Streets.  
Bus stops should be arranged so that the students are picked up in an area that does not 
require them to cross a major highway.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes.   

 
♦ Mr. Shaffer will inform council of the date for the meeting with the Fire Department and 

other groups. 
 
Street  
♦ Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve the Agility Agreement with PennDOT.  Mr. Troxell 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
♦ Mr. Bowersox informed the council that he is meeting with a representative from 

Breneman’s on Monday at 10:00 a.m.  
 
♦ Mr. Bowersox made a motion to advertise the bids for cold-recycle paving of Priestley 

Avenue, Hanover Street from Water Street to Priestley Avenue, and Second Street from 
Queen Street to Duke Street.  The gas company is providing the surface coat on Priestley 
Avenue.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
♦ Mr. Bowersox made a motion to advertise for bids the paving of the Fifth and Prince Streets 

intersection, Strawbridge Road; the berm along the one side of Buchanan Street; Fourth 
Street from Wheatley Avenue to Hanover Street; and Fifth Street, from Duke Street to 
Hanover Street, eliminating the intersections at King and Queen Streets.  The replacement of 
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curbing and handicapped curb, where required, is included in this motion.  The borough will 
reserve the right to reject all bids.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  Mr. Bowersox would like the bid to be out by August 15th and the work begun by the 
middle of September. 

 
♦ The Street Committee will schedule a meeting, which will be advertised. 
 
♦ Mr. Ruane has a record of the street cuts that were recently made by PG Energy. 
 
♦ The Street Committee will conduct a final inspection of the work being done by Schlegel 

Excavating, Inc. once the project is completed. 
 
Old Business 
1. Second Street School Committee - Mr. Shaffer made a motion to advertise for bids for the 

Second Street School heating system, with the right to reject all bids.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Storm Sewer Project Funding - Borough interns are to begin the survey on Thursday for 

funding for the storm water system repairs. 
 
3. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to purchase two additional signs for entrances to the borough, at a 

cost of approximately $1,500 per sign.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. Troxell asked 
if there is a location for the sign on Route 147.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council will decide 
where to place the signs and that the signs should be situated close to the borough line.  Roll 
call vote - Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton 
voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.   

 
4. Mrs. Brosius requested a copy of the letter that was sent to the railroad, requesting that the 

railroad clean up the area.  Mr. Wolfe stated that Mrs. Patty Young sent a letter and the 
borough does not have a copy.  Mrs. Groninger stated that Mrs. Young had asked that the 
borough’s solicitor send a letter to the railroad.  Atty. Best said that several railroad 
companies are involved with the underpass.  He recommended contacting the yardmaster in 
Northumberland, inviting him to attend a borough council meeting.    

 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
New Business 
 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of May 22, June 5, and June 19, 2001.  

Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call 

vote – All ayes.  The amount to be paid from the General Fund is $138,724.84, including the 
$133,743.00 payment to Gutelius.  The bills to be paid with funds from the Liquid Fuels 
Account total $10,120.00.  The Liberty Pool Association bills total $935.76; the Parking 
Meter Account bills total $608.00; and the bills from the Fire Police Equipment Fund total 
$64.90.  
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3. Mr. Bowersox informed council that minutes of a special council meeting held on March 9, 
1993, include a statement that the lights in the Branchview Subdivision would be the 
property owner’s responsibility.   

 
4. Mr. Carl vacationed in California and noticed that the sidewalks were in perfect condition in 

that area.  Mr. Wolfe added that a sidewalk ordinance is being enforced in Selinsgrove.  The 
Ordinance Committee will revise the recommendations that were presented to the council in 
June for a Sidewalk Beautification Program in Northumberland. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
July 17, 2001 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call  
Council members present were Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, Ms. Judith 
Groninger, Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Don Troxell, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, and Mr. Paul 
Bowersox.  Others present include Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, solicitor, 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
The 12 visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Sam Mattern addressed the council pertaining to a variance at his property on Sixth 
Street.  Atty. Brosius, the solicitor for the Zoning Board, informed him that the Zoning 
Board could not act on this issue since the request is not for a variance, but a complete 
reversal of the provision.  Under section 10a.08 of Ordinance 92-4, “tract number two 
shall be limited to the parking of automobiles”.  Therefore, a new ordinance amending 
the zoning code would be required.  Atty. Best cautioned against “spot zoning”.  Atty. 
Best suggested that the issue be advertised that the council would meet to consider an 
amendment to the ordinance.  The council would consider the request at the next council 
meeting.  
 
SEDA-Cog 
Mr. Jim McAllister, Transportation Planning Manager for SEDA-Cog explained grants 
that are available through SEDA-Cog for transportation.  When PennDOT updates the 12 
year program, SEDA-Cog updates its improvement program.  Mr. McAllister suggested 
that the council apply for available grant money to enhance the downtown area.  The 
Transportation Enhancement Program requires for 20% matching funds.  However, land 
and engineering fees may be considered toward the matching funds.  This SEDA-Cog 
region has a budget of $1.5 million.  Sidewalks, landscaping, and street lighting are all 
eligible costs.  Applications will be available in August, with a deadline of October 31.  
Chambers of Commerce, museums, and any non-profit group may apply.  A workshop 
will be held in September in Lewisburg to explain more about the funding and grant 
application process.  The money will be awarded in October of 2002.  The program 
extends for two years.  Information is also available on the website at 
www.enhancements.org.   
 
Larson Design Group, Inc.  
Mr. Dave Walters addressed the council about Change Order #2 for Pineknotter Park.   
The change order was for the amount of $13,350.40 to haul in 2,086 yards of material.  
1,986 yards are already in place.  The contractor will bring in 100 cubic yards of top soil 
to fill in the low spots at the park.  The total amount of fill at the park is 4,500 cubic 
yards.  Mr. Ditton expressed dissatisfaction with the lack of accountability in determining 
the amount of soil needed to be hauled in to the site.  Mr. Walters stated that the material 
stockpiled on the site from the island had to have the stones, larger than four inches in 
diameter, removed.  Mrs. Groninger voiced concerns about paying the bill to the 
contractor before DEP has given its approval to the finished project.  Mr. Walters 
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explained that the contractor has the obligation to provide vegetation and proper grading 
at the park.  The areas to be addressed were pointed out to the contractor at the final 
walk-through.  The contractor has agreed to correct the grading and fill in the low areas.   
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to accept Change Order #2.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
Council discussed whether penalties could be assessed because the project was not 
completed by the agreed date in the contract.  Mr. Walters stated that the determination 
of whether the project was substantially completed by the contract date was required.  
Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed 3-4. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to notify Gutelius Excavating, Inc. that upon the company’s 
completion of the Pineknotter Park project to the satisfaction of DEP, the council will 
meet with the company to discuss penalties, which may be assessed, for the project not 
being completed by the contract end date.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Walters has examined the collapsed storm sewer on Hanover Street.  The 12-inch 
deep hole in the roadway does not appear to go into the storm sewer.  Mr. Walters 
recommends having borough crew check if the hole is going into the storm sewer.  If not, 
the crew could add modified and backfill.  A creek runs close to the inlet.  The borough 
could conduct a dye test to determine if this water is running into the creek.  Mr. Walters 
added that the inlet on the other side of Hanover Street also appears to be in poor 
condition. 
 
Mr. Walters presented a proposal for an amendment to the contract for the engineering 
services for light standards for the ball field at Pineknotter Park  He explained that core 
borings are required to determine the depth of the garbage at the park in order to design 
the light standards.  Task 1, at a lump sum cost of $9,400 was the original contract 
agreement.  Approval is needed for tasks two through five.  Mr. Shaffer moved to 
proceed with tasks 2 through 5 at an additional cost of $13,500, to be reimbursed with 
grant money.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger questioned task #4 at a 
lump sum cost of $3,500 for site design.  This task includes designing a handicapped-
accessible walkway.  Mr. Walters stated that this walkway has been changed from what 
was designed and eliminated from the original contract.  This walkway leads to the 
restrooms at the VFW building.  Mr. Walters told the council that this is part of the grant 
application that was submitted to DCNR.  Mrs. Groninger questioned if the entire cost for 
this contract was requested through the grant.  Mr. Walters was not certain and Mr. 
Redington was not present at the meeting.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion.   
 
Mr. Bowersox made the same motion.  The motion died for a lack of a second.   
   
Mr. Walters will check on the progress of the Second Street School re-roofing design for 
bid. 
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that construction on Second Street is to begin 
Monday and that the construction on Prince Street between Strawbridge Road and Fifth 
Street is planned.  The authority will also be working on Prince Street between Fifth and 
Sixth Streets. 
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Executive Session 
The meeting was recessed at 8:05 pm for an Executive Session and resumed at 8:20 p.m.  
A personnel issue was the topic of discussion. 
 
Solicitor’s Report - No report 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Wetzel announced that the Chevy Blazer, a police vehicle is ready to be put out 
for bids.  The money obtained through the sale will be deposited in the Parking Meter 
Fund. 
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to put the Chevy Blazer out for bid.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
  
Mayor Wetzel also announced that motorized scooters are not to be ridden in the 
borough, except on private property.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, reported his activity for the past two weeks.  
Mr. Ruane delivered a letter informing the owner of the property on Duke Street that the 
property needs to be cleaned up and rats exterminated.  The borough crew had removed a 
porch and cleaned up the yard of this property last year.  A bill had been sent to the 
property owner, but has not been paid.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to give the property owner notice, under the Municipal Lien Law Act, 
that if the invoice is not paid, the borough will enter a lien on the Duke Street property, 
and legal interest would accrue on the amount of the lien.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, 
and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.     
 
Council discussed the problem of property owners who neglect their properties.   
    
Mr. Ruane recommended that the borough develop a complaint form for residents to 
complete when they have complaints.  Council agreed with his recommendation. 
 
The gas company will be working at Pineknotter Park in approximately two weeks to 
bore under the railroad tracks for the new gasline. 
 
Committee Reports 
Streets 
The committee is working on developing the specifications for the bids for the street 
work.  Council discussed the street projects that are planned for this year.  A committee 
meeting is planned for July 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Public Safety 
The Public Safety Committee will meet on July 26 at 6:30 p.m. 
The Danville Police Department has requested approval for the Fire Police to assist at the 
Iron Heritage Festival.  Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the request.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Property - No Report 
 
Ordinance 
The Ordinance Committee has a meeting scheduled for Monday, July 24 at 7:00 p.m.   
Mr. Carl set an additional meeting for Monday, July 30 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the 
sidewalk ordinance.   
 
Personnel - No Report 
 
Parks & Recreation - No Report 
 
Finance 
The Finance Committee will meet on July 25th at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Mrs. Gretchen Brosius announced that the Flood Mitigation Committee would conduct a 
public hearing on August 28 at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Old Business 
1. Second Street School Update     

The committee is having the specifications for the roof prepared.   
 
The borough has received a letter from Rev. Brian Seidel, of the River of Life     
Church.  The church is interested in renting the property this fall.  The church as 
liability insurance and would like to rent the building on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings.  Mr. Shaffer suggested sending a letter to 
Rev. Seidel, thanking the church members for their interest.  However, until a new 
roof and heating system are installed, the council does not feel the building is ready to 
be rented. 

 
2. The Downtown Revitalization Committee met on July 16.  Karen Nogle and Buzz 

Meachum were appointed co-chairmen.  The committee has scheduled meetings for 
the second Monday of each month.  

 
3. The survey of area in Storm Water Management Study is ongoing. 
 
4. The Police Department is issuing ID cards to borough employees and elected 

officials.   
 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of July 3, 2001.  Mr. Ditton 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and 
Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.     

 
3. Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint Atty. Robert Walsh as solicitor for the Civil Service 

Commission at a fee of $95.00 per hour.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
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4. Mr. Wolfe announced that the next issue of the borough newsletter will be distributed 
in September. 

 
5. The council extended their best wishes to Representative Phillips, who is 

hospitalized. 
 
6. Copies of House Resolution 31 have been distributed to the council members.  This 

resolution directs the House Local Government Committee to examine the quality 
and efficiency of the state highway system within borough communities.  Public 
hearings will be scheduled.  Comments may be submitted to Rep. Phillips to be 
forwarded to the Local Government Committee.   

 
Mrs. Groninger moved to adjourn the meeting.   
The meeting was adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
August 7, 2001 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Bryan Wolfe, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. 
Charles “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Greg Shaffer, and Mr. Don Troxell.  
Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mr. Lawrence 
Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan 
Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The 29 visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
• Mr. Gary Beveridge presented a letter to council requesting that a storm water runoff in 

his neighborhood be remedied.  This letter is on file in the borough office.  Larson’s 
Design Group had been contacted about the problem.  The Street Committee will 
evaluate the problem. 

• Mr. Harold Sees explained that a runoff culvert behind his house collapsed.  The 
property was flooded in June and July.  The borough crew has replaced his driveway 
twice.  Mr. Sees stated that the foundation of his garage is being eroded, his garage has 
been flooded and an 8-foot by 8-foot shed was moved.  The council had been aware of 
the situation and the engineering firm is assessing the problem.   

 
• Several representatives from local baseball organizations were present at the meeting. 
 

Mr. Carl Spigelmeyer, President of the Little League, informed council that 350 kids 
are involved in Little League.  He requested that the council expand the endeavors to 
provide recreational activities, including ball playing, for the youth in the borough.  A 
pending grant for $163,000 depends upon the completion of the construction at 
Pineknotter Park. 
 
Mr. Travis Fisher stated that it created an inconvenience for the Legion ballplayers to 
have to travel to Sunbury for their home games.  He also commented on the 
Shikellamy High School’s successful season  

 
Mr. Lewis informed the council that the Legion program ended up playing at Bucknell.  
The fall team must be based in White Deer since the field in Northumberland is not 
completed.  The team would like to rent the field in Northumberland for fall ball next 
year.  Ball parks with lights can host tournaments that would bring added tourism to 
the town.   
 
Bobby Felmy, a ballplayer, added that playing in their hometown is an advantage for 
the players in that more fans attend the games.   
 
Adam Renn, a player for the Shamokin-Northumberland Diamondbacks, added that in 
prior years, the team played in Northumberland.  This year they had to travel to 
Shamokin to play and they would like to be able to play in Northumberland again. 
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Mrs. Gretchen Brosius, a representative of the Recreation Commission, informed the 
public that the borough had to spend $200,000 to satisfy DEP’s requirements.  She 
added that the representatives of the ball teams should address their concerns to the 
contractor, who has not completed the contract. 
 
Mr. Spigelmeyer appealed to both the council and Mr. Gutelius to complete the 
Pineknotter Park project as soon as possible. 
 
Mrs. Groninger explained that the borough council accepted a bid last fall and believed 
that the team would be playing on the field this spring.  The project must be approved 
by DEP and the borough is obligated to finish the project as required by DEP.  It was 
explained to the ball team representatives that the council would be meeting in 
Executive Session to discuss completion of the ball field.  A vote could then be taken 
during the public portion of the meeting and the representatives were encouraged to 
stay for that vote. 
 

• Reverend Jeff Wakely, pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church, addressed a concern 
that had been brought to the council regarding a variance to the former Bell property.  
He is concerned about trailers being parked on the lot at the corner of Sixth and Sheetz 
Avenue.  The parking lot opens onto Sheetz Avenue.  He is concerned that trailers 
parked in this lot would block the visibility at the intersection and impede traffic on 
Sheetz Avenue.  He also noted that the Midrise is being built in that neighborhood.   

 
Mr. Sam Mattern stated that the lot is 114 feet in depth.  The trailers are up to 45 feet 
in length.  He stated that the lot would be utilized three or four months during the year.   
 
Sister Jean Gallagher stated that her mother owns the property next to the parking lot.  
The truck traffic runs from 4:00 a.m.  Mr. Mattern stated that he wants to have the 
trucks in the daylight and by utilizing this parking lot, the truck traffic would be less 
throughout the night hours.   
   
Mr. Paul Dressler lives across from the docks on the former Bell Building.  He has a 
letter from the borough council, dated 1992, stating that the one lot is restricted to 
automobiles.  Atty. Best advised that the ordinance can be revised with a new 
ordinance. 

   
Executive Session 
The council recessed at 7:55 for an Executive Session.  The meeting reconvened at 8:15 
p.m.  Legal issues were discussed. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the proposal from Gutelius Excavating, Inc. regarding 
the work to be completed at Pineknotter Park.  Gutelius Excavating Inc. will complete the 
punch list compiled by Mr. Dave Walters, of Larson Design Group, Inc. by August 17, 
2001.  Once Mr. Walters approves the completed work, in writing, to the borough, the 
borough will pay Gutelius for Change Order #2 and the final 5% of the contract, which had 
been withheld from the last payment.  The reseeding of the area is to be completed within a 
reasonable length of time this fall, based upon the weather.  This contract is to cap and 
vegetate the landfill.  Mr. Gutelius is not guaranteeing that grass will grow.  The project is 
covered under a bond for one year.  Mr. Walters will send a letter to DEP once the work 
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which was requested by DEP is completed.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that the Priestley Avenue project was started on 
Monday.  It should be completed in mid-to-late September, with the worst case scenario 
being mid-October.  Prince Street will be started once Priestley Avenue is completed and 
will take approximately one week. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Atty. Best announced that he had several resolutions for the council to consider: 
 
Mr. Wolfe read Resolution D – A Resolution to apply to the Community Rating System 
(Flood Mitigation).  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Resolution D.  This provides that 
the borough will implement the flood protection activities that are presented in the 
application for Community Rating System (CRS) classification.  By joining the CRS, 
reductions in the premium rates for flood insurance policies on properties in the 
community are possible.  Additionally, Jan Bowman was appointed the CRS coordinator 
for the borough.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council had approved a liquor license for Ms. Linda Troutman 
following a public hearing.  Council must now pass a resolution.  Mr. Shaffer made a 
motion to adopt Resolution E, approving a liquor license for Ms. Linda Troutman, as 
required by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted 
aye; Mr. Troxell and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 
  
Atty. Best prepared five ordinances which will be advertised and read at the August 21 and 
September 4 meetings.  These ordinances revise various chapters of the borough code book 
as recommended by the Ordinance Committee. 
  
Mr. Wolfe explained that the Zoning Board cannot grant a variance to the property at Sixth 
Street and Sheetz Avenue.  In order to permit parking for vehicles other than cars, the 
council must change the ordinance.  The change should be in the benefit of the community; 
not spot zoning to aid in a business, according to Atty. Best.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to 
prepare an ordinance modifying restrictions on the parking lot at the corner of Sixth Street 
and Sheetz Avenue, owned by Mr. Sam Mattern.  Mr. Mattern is to be permitted to park 
trailers in the lot as he sees fit.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and 
Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 
  
Mayor’s Report - no report 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, read his report for July.  The report is on file 
in the borough office. 
 
Mr. Ruane stated that it is necessary to obtain a search warrant and an exterminator to 
eliminate the rats that have been seen at the vacant property on Duke Street.  
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Mr. Wolfe raised concerns about the West Nile virus and above-ground pools that are not 
being used in the borough.  Mr. Lee Shaffer, Health Officer, will be consulted. 
 
Committee Reports 
Streets 
Bids for the street paving projects have been advertised.  A pre-construction bid meeting 
for the cold in place recycling project is scheduled for August 13.  A written report is on 
file in the borough office.  
 
Three quotes to replace curbing on Second Street have been received.  Zartman 
Construction’s quote was $17,000; Lundy’s quote was $10,750; and Lytle’s quote was 
$9,600.  Mrs. Groninger moved to accept to accept Lytle Construction Company’s quote of 
$9,600 to remove and replace the curbing on Second Street from Duke Street to Queen 
Street with start and finish dates stipulated in the contract. Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer announced that the Public Safety Committee met on July 25, 2001.  The 
minutes of the meeting are on file in the borough office.   
 
Since the Fire Chiefs were unable to attend the meeting, the Fire Department tours will be 
rescheduled. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt a policy permitting borough officials to ride along in 
the police vehicles.  The maximum number of times an official may ride along shall not 
exceed three times per month and they will be at the discretion of the police officer. Mr. 
Carl seconded the motion.  The committee recommended this policy with a 2-1 vote.  Mrs. 
Groninger noted that she felt the number of times an official ride along should be a 
maximum of three times per quarter and that the mayor should be included in making the 
decision.  Mayor Wetzel stated that he felt that one time per month would be sufficient.  
Mr. Wolfe explained that council had determined that this issue was not under the 
jurisdiction of the mayor.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. 
Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion 
passed 4-3. 
 
Property 
• Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve advertising for bids for the Second Street 

Roofing Project.  The Property Committee and Second Street School Committee will 
meet on August 30 at 7:00 p.m. to review the bids for the council to act on at the 
September 4th council meeting.  Mr. Redington stated that a pre-bid conference is 
scheduled for August 22 at 9:00 a.m. for the roofing project.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
• Mr. Redington announced that a pre-bid conference is scheduled for August 22 at 1:00 

p.m. for the Second Street School boiler project.  Council had already approved 
advertising the bids for the boiler project.  The bid opening is scheduled for 1:00 p.m. 
and the review of the bids will be at the September 4th council meeting.  Three 
contractors have recommended that the boiler not be moved to the Second Street 
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building from the Northumberland National Bank because it would not be cost 
effective. 

 
The contract language includes that the contractor pays tax on the materials for 
construction.  The solicitor will review the contracts to have the purchases made on a 
tax-exempt basis, as recommended by the engineers. 

 
• Larson Design Group has submitted a proposal for the engineering services for design 

plans for the Pineknotter Park baseball field complex.  DCNR requires that a baseball 
complex be laid out with an engineer’s design.  In addition, the lighting must have an 
engineer’s approval.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to accept the proposal for design 
plans for the Pineknotter Park baseball field complex at a cost of $22,900 from Larson 
Design Group, Inc.  This money may be reimbursable with grant funds.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Council discussed how the fee would be paid.  Mr. Shaffer 
withdrew his second, due to concerns that the borough may not have enough money in 
the General Fund to pay for these costs.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Carl, 
Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion passed 4-3. 

 
Ordinance 
Mr. Carl announced that the Ordinance Committee met on July 31st and discussed sidewalk 
replacement guidelines and sidewalk standards.  The sidewalk replacement guidelines are a 
list of items to use in determining which sidewalks should be replaced in the borough; the 
sidewalk standards are construction methods that should be followed by the property 
owners and contractors.  A written report is on file in the borough office.  Mr. Shaffer 
made a motion to adopt, as written, the revisions to the Sidewalk Ordinance.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted 
no.  Motion passed 4-3.  Atty. Best will prepare the ordinance, which will be advertised, 
read, and voted on at two borough council meetings. 
 
The meeting scheduled for August 29th will be held in the Girl Scout Little House because 
the Flood Mitigation meeting is being held in the borough building.  

 
Personnel 
The Personnel Committee will meet on August 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Parks & Recreation 
Mrs. Gretchen Brosius informed council that members of the Parks and Recreation 
Committee will be sandblasting the pool, at a savings to the borough of approximately 
$16,000.   

 
Mrs. Brosius displayed various projects that were completed during the Krafty Korner, a 
children’s craft class which was held on Wednesday mornings during the summer.  An 
average of 25 to 30 children participated each week.  Mrs. Brosius will send thank-you 
notes to various people who contributed toward the Krafty Korner. 
Mrs. Brosius added that the committee is working on various projects and more volunteers 
are needed. 
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Finance 
Mr. Wolfe reported on the Finance Committee meeting conducted on July 25, 2001.  A 
written report is on file in the borough office. 
 
The Finance Committee met with a representative of Service Electric Cablevision to 
discuss the franchise fee and contract.  The current contract for a 3% franchise fee expires 
at the end of this year.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve contracting with Service 
Electric Cablevision for a ten-year agreement at a franchise fee rate of 5%.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  The motion was tabled for a motion to extend the meeting.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to extend the meeting.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
The meeting was extended. 
 
Mr. Wolfe put Mr. Shaffer’s motion back on the floor.  Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer amended 
his motion to a five-year agreement instead of a ten-year agreement.  A late fee of 1½% 
per month is to be assessed as well.  Mr. Bowersox amended the second.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to use $13,793.31 from the UDAG fund with the balance, 
approximately $9,160, to come from the General Fund to pay for Larson Design Group’s 
proposal for the design plans for the ball field at Pineknotter Park.  The money is to be 
reimbursed with grant funds, if possible.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.   
  
Old Business  
All Old Business had been addressed during the Committee Reports. 
 
New Business 
1. Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve paying the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to reappoint Russell Meachum to the Zoning Board.  The     

three-year term will end on August 31, 2004.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. A vacancy exists on the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission had 

changed their meetings to the last Monday evening of the month.   
 
4. Mr. Ditton moved to donate $250 to the American Red Cross for the Learn to Swim 

Program.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.   
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
August 21, 2001 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James L. Best, Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  The 11 visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
♦ Mr. Waltz asked if the borough has a cat ordinance.  He has a problem with cats in 

his yard.  The council is considering adopting an ordinance. 
Mr. Waltz also stated that his neighbor had a handicapped parking space.  The 
neighbor has moved and the sign is still there.  The borough crew will be asked to 
remove the sign. 
Mr. Waltz asked if residents may paint a driveway yellow so vehicles cannot park too 
closely to the driveway.  The Street Committee will discuss the topic and make a 
recommendation to council. 
 

♦ Mrs. Chris Pope informed the council that they have been experiencing problems 
with teenagers on Third Street who do not live in the area.  Vehicles have been 
vandalized.  The residents in that area are requesting that the police patrol the area 
more often.   License plate numbers were given to Chief Redington. 

 
♦ Rev. Brian Seidel asked if the letter he submitted to the borough about the Second 

Street School would be addressed this evening.  Mr. Wolfe stated that it would be 
addressed under Old Business. 

 
♦ Mr. Persing, a resident at the corner of King and Water Streets, requested that the 

borough hire a crossing guard for that corner.  Mr. Wolfe moved to hire a crossing 
guard for the corner of King and Water Streets.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Council questioned if it would be safe for a crossing guard since Mr. 
Persing does not feel it is safe when he helps his children to cross the street.   

 
Mr. Wolfe withdrew his motion. Atty. Best volunteered to send a letter to the 
Shikellamy School District requesting additional bus stops on the lower side of Water 
Street so the students do not have to cross Water or King Streets.  Atty. Best also 
suggested contacting PennDOT.  One idea is to program the traffic light with red 
lights in all directions when the crossing sign is lit.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that 
the police sit at that corner to assist the students to cross the streets. 

    
Executive Session  
The council went into Executive Session at 7:25 p.m. to discuss two legal issues.  The 
council meeting was reconvened at 7:45 p.m. 
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Sewer Authority 
Mrs. Cindy Lark reported on the Sewer Authority work on Priestley Avenue and Second 
Street.  The Priestley Avenue project was delayed because the contractor was working for 
the water company on Second Street.  Mr. Ruane added that the contractor has run into 
problems due to the shale and old storm sewer pipes under the street.   
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Five ordinances have been advertised. 
 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the First Reading of Ordinance 2001-6.  Mr. Bowersox made a 
motion to amend the Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance by adopting Ordinance 2001-6.  
Ordinance 2001-6, Alcoholic Beverages Act of 2001, amends Chapter 21 by repealing 
sections 21-1 and 21-2 and prohibits alcoholic beverages on public property in the 
borough.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the First Reading of Ordinance 2001-7.  Mr. Ditton moved to adopt 
Ordinance 2001-7.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Ordinance 2001-7 repeals the 
Amusements Ordinance.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the First Reading of Ordinance 2001-8.  Mr. Bowersox moved to 
adopt Ordinance 2001-8.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Ordinance 2001-8, Dog Act 
of 2001, amends Section 24-1 to read, “Moreover, no person shall permit any dog to 
enter onto any public property which is posted No Dogs Permitted.”  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the First Reading of Ordinance 2001-9.  Mr. Shaffer moved to 
adopt Ordinance 2001-9.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Ordinance 2001-9, Licensed 
Occupation Act of 2001, amends wording and adds a section to require a deposit for the 
cost of crowd control and expenses.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the First Reading of Ordinance 2001-10.  Mr. Ditton moved to 
adopt Ordinance 2001-10.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Ordinance 2001-10, Noise 
Control Act of 2001, changes the hours in Section 37-3 to 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. 
Troxell voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the second reading for these ordinances will be conducted at 
the September 4, 2001 meeting.   
 
Mayor’s Report - No report. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer and Street 
Inspector Supervisor for the month.     
 
Announcement 
The council meetings in October will be held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month.  The first meeting in November will be held on the first Monday of the month. 
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Committee Reports 
Streets 
1. Mr. Wolfe opened the bid from E.J. Breneman for the Cold-in-Place Recycling 

Street Project.  The bid amount was $129,200.00.  This was the only bid for this 
project.   
 
Mr. Wolfe opened the bids for the 2001 Street Paving Project.  The amount of the 
bid received from Mid State Paving, LLC, was $99,015.00 and the bid received 
from HRI, Inc. was $94,332.00.  This project is to pave Priestley Avenue, 
Hanover Street from Water Street to Priestley Avenue, Second Street from Duke 
Street to Queen Street, Fifth Street from Duke Street to Queen Street, Strawbridge 
Road, and the berm on one side of Buchanan Street. 

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Cold-in-Place Recycling may not begin after 
September 1, according to state regulations.  Since the preliminary work on 
Priestley Avenue and Second Street will not be completed before then, the Cold-
in-Place Recycling cannot be done until next spring.  E.J. Breneman’s 
representative agreed to the change in the contract dates at the mandatory pre-bid 
meeting. 
 
The time frame for the cold-in-place recycling affects the 2001 Street Paving 
Project.  Strawbridge Road, Fourth Street and Buchanan Street can be completed 
in 2001.  Priestley Avenue, Hanover Street, Second Street and Fifth Street cannot 
be completed until after the cold-in-place recycling is completed in 2002.  Mr. 
Bowersox made a motion to accept the low bid from HRI for the paving project 
with the required amendments.  Paving may occur up to October 24 on 
Strawbridge, Buchanan and Fourth Streets.  The paving of the other streets will 
follow the cold-in–place recycling in the spring.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the bid from E. J. Breneman for cold-in-
place recycling with changes in dates as stated in Addendum 1.  Mr. Carl 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

2. Council discussed the work of the borough crew.  Members of the crew work as 
inspectors when needed.  The Finance Committee is considering hiring of a full-
time Street Supervisor in 2002. 

 
3. Resolution F 

Mr. Bowersox made a motion to adopt Resolution F.  This resolution provides for 
the reimbursement from PENNVEST for project costs already expended for the 
Storm Water Study and emergency repairs to the storm sewer system.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4.  The survey for the CBDG money has been narrowed down to the area of Priority 7 

of the Storm Water Study.  Currently, approximately 40 residences in this area 
need to be surveyed.  A list of the addresses is available. 

 
Public Safety 
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Mr. Shaffer reported on the Fire Police activity and the EMA activity for the 
month. 

  
Property 
1. The Property Committee determined where the new signs for the entrances to the 

borough should be placed.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Wolfe then met with 
MiddleCreek Signs.  The Property Committee recommended that the civic signs 
that are on the current borough signs at the Blue Hill and Priestley bridges remain 
as they are, rather than putting these signs on the new posts.  Mr. Wolfe requested 
that the Property Committee decide on a way to present the civic signs in a more 
uniform way.  The Property Committee’s report is on file in the Borough Office. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger recommended that a chain be placed along the fence at the 

Second Street playground to prevent vehicles from parking on the playground. 
 

3. Mr. Redington announced that pre-bid conferences would be held tomorrow at 
9:00 a.m. for the roofing project at the Second Street School, and at 1:00 p.m. for 
the heating system project at the Second Street School. 
 

Ordinance 
The Ordinance Committee meeting scheduled for August 28, 2001 has been 
cancelled.   
 

Planning Commission 
The Planning Commission has one vacancy.  Mr. Ditton’s term has expired.  Mr. 
Troxell is the representative from council.   
The meetings are changed to the last Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Personnel 
The Personnel Committee recommends hiring Mr. Mark Cassel as an additional 
part-time police officer.  This position fulfills the COPS grant requirement.  Mr. 
Ditton made a motion to hire Mr. Cassel as an additional part-time police officer.  
Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

 Parks & Recreation – No report 
 

Finance 
 The Finance Committee will meet on Wednesday, August 29, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Old Business 
1.   Second Street School Update 

Rev. Brian Seidel addressed the council, requesting the use of the Second Street 
School by the River of Life Church.  He feels that the church and borough could 
work together to get the building ready for use.  The church has also offered to 
purchase the building from the borough to use as a Recreation Center.   
Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough is permitted to lease the building; however, 
until the building has a new roof and the heating system is installed, the borough 
could not enter into a lease.  Rev. Seidel stated that the church would like to use 
the gymnasium, the stage area, and several classrooms.  
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The council has determined to utilize the building as a Community Center.  The 
borough has received a grant for $175,000 and is pursuing other grants.  The bids 
for the roof will be opened at the September 4th council meeting.  The time frame 
for the renovations to the building is estimated at approximately one year, 
providing more grant funds can be obtained. 
 

2. The contractor has completed the work at Pineknotter Park and has received payment, 
as agreed.  The grass seed has been planted and the specifications have been met.  
Larson Design Group will prepare the record drawings, including cross-sections of 
the filled area at 50-foot intervals, and complete the forms required by DEP so the 
project can receive DEP’s approval.   

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve paying the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 

motion.  Council requested a list of rates from Atty. Best.  As part of the budget 
process, Mr. Wolfe asked that Atty. Best prepare a proposal for his retainer for 2002.  
Roll call vote – Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and 
Mr. Carl voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

  
2. The Second Street Community Center Committee would like to apply for a $741,000 

grant from DCED for Phase 1.  Mrs. Groninger moved to go forward with the grant 
application for the Second Street School, with amendments to broaden the 
terminology.  She suggested that instead of stipulating that the west wing would 
house Municipal and Police Departments, the application should state Municipal 
offices, thereby making the wording more general.  Mrs. Groninger felt that by using 
broader terminology, the borough would keep its options opened for the use of the 
rooms and would not be confined by grant stipulations in the future.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. The Flood Mitigation Committee will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, August 

28, at 7:00 p.m.  A news release has been sent to the Daily Item. 
 
4. The Property Committee will meet tomorrow, August 22, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
5. Mr. Troxell has inspected the storm water problem on Strawbridge Road during a 

heavy rain and observed that the water was running along the curb on Jefferson Street 
and into the catch basin.  He does not feel the borough should be responsible for 
correcting the problem.  One property owner has removed the swale in his back yard, 
added a porch and an above ground pool.  A neighbor has also put a pool in his yard.  
Mr. Troxell stated that, at one time, a swale ran through the three backyards and the 
water was diverted to Susquehanna Road.  By removing the swales, the water is 
draining toward the houses.  He noted that the water is staying in the street, except for 
the driveway at the property on Jefferson Street, behind the houses on Strawbridge 
Road.  Water is running down the driveway and into the yards.  He feels that the 
driveway was cut too flat and the water would not run down the driveway if the 
driveway were corrected at the curb.  Mr. Bowersox said that he felt that the inlets on 
Strawbridge Road could not handle the water.  Mr. Troxell stated that the water was 
draining into the inlets with no problem.  He said that this area was always a wet area, 
but that until the pools had been installed and the swales removed, the property 
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owners did not have serious water problems.  Mr. Wolfe suggested consulting with 
the borough’s engineer. 

 
6. Mr. Carl informed the council that the Little League has been offered free topsoil and 

would like to improve the infield and plant new grass seed.  Mr. Wolfe recommended 
contacting the engineer for approval.  DEP is to sign off on the project once the 
engineer certifies that the project has been completed as required. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:24 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman   
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
Municipal Building 
September 4, 2001 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.           
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, 
Atty. James Best, solicitor, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, 
Code Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The nine visitors 
present introduced themselves.  Mr. Don Troxell was absent due to a death in the family. 
 
Public Comment 
♦ Mr. Buzz Meachum, Co-chairman of the Revitalization Committee, informed the 

council of the group’s activities.  The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
September 10, at 7:00 p.m.  The meetings last for one hour and are scheduled for 
every other week.  The main goal of the committee is to promote the positive aspects 
of Northumberland.  The group has had three organizational meetings.  Plans are 
being made to improve the downtown Christmas decorations, by decorating the trees 
with small white lights.  Another project the group plans to undertake is to clean up 
the area around the railroad underpass.  At the next meeting, Mr. Jeff Lynch, a local 
artist, will be present.  Mr. Lynch’s painting of the Railroad Station may be a 
fundraising project for the committee.  The committee welcomes new members. 

♦ Mr. Jeff Persing stated that corner of King and Water Streets is still a problem for 
pedestrian crossing.  He has requested that a school bus stop be established on the 
lower side of the intersection.  Mr. Persing suggested setting the red light that traffic 
in all directions is stopped when the pedestrian crossing light is on.   

 
A group of Boy Scouts entered the meeting and were welcomed by President Wolfe.  Mr. 
Scott Hixson, the troop leader, stated that the boys are working on a citizenship merit 
badge.   
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the work on Priestley Avenue is progressing.  She, Atty. 
Brosius, the Sewer Authority’s solicitor, and Mr. Fasold will be present at the Ordinance 
Committee meeting.  The authority will be ready for ButterKrust to tap on to the sewer in 
December.   
  
Solicitor’s Report 

Mr. Wolfe conducted the second readings of Ordinances 2001-6, 2001-7, 2001-8, 
2001-9, & 2001-10.   
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A. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2001-6.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

B. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2001-7.  Mr. Bowersox seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

C. Mr. Bowersox moved to adopt Ordinance 2001-8.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

D. Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt Ordinance 2001-9.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

E. Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt Ordinance 2001-10.  Mr. Carl seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. 
Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion 
passed 4-2. 

The ordinances are on file in the borough office. 
 

Mayor’s Report 
♦ Mr. Wolfe opened four bids for the 1997 Chevy Blazer, a police vehicle.  Mrs. 

Groninger moved to sell the vehicle to Mr. Jeffrey Feerrar of Watsontown at a 
price of $5,150.51.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

♦ Mr. Wolfe asked if the problem brought to the council at the last council 
meeting concerning teenagers congregating on Third Street had been 
addressed.  Chief Redington stated that the police have been patrolling the 
area.  No complaints have been lodged since the residents attended the August 
council meeting.  Council requested that the police continue to patrol the area. 

   
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer and Street 
Inspector Supervisor.  Mr. Ruane explained that the penalty for the rental ordinance is a 
civil penalty and the complaint is handled differently than a criminal complaint.  Atty. 
Best stated that he would talk with Mr. Bolton regarding the matter. 
 
Committee Reports 
Streets  

The committee met on August 29, 2001, and discussed putting out the paving bids 
early in the year in 2002.  Council discussed the construction of inlets on 
Strawbridge Road and Fifth Street.  A retaining wall is needed behind the inlet at 
Strawbridge Road and Prince Street.  An inlet on Fifth Street requires a new grate.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to rescind the vote to post “No Truck Parking” signs 
throughout the borough.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. 
Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 

 
Public Safety 
 No report  
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Property 
 Second Street School will be discussed later in the meeting. 
 
Ordinance 

No report.  The committee meets on September 17, 2001 at 7:00 pm to discuss the 
sewer ordinances. 

 
Personnel 

The Personnel Committee scheduled a closed meeting for Monday, September 10, 
2001 at 6:00 pm. 
 

 
Parks & Recreation 

Mr. Carl announced that the Haunted House is being planned.  He told the Boy 
Scouts to speak to their guidance counselors if they are interested in working at 
the Haunted House for their senior projects. 
 
Mrs. Brosius informed the council that student volunteers from Susquehanna 
University helped to weed the playgrounds at Pineknotter Park and Second Street 
School. 

 
 
Finance 

The Finance Committee met on August 29, 2001.    The committee recommends 
the approval of a $17,000 economic study for a pool project.  Mrs. Groninger 
moved to approve the study.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. 
Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 

  
Planning Commission 

Mrs. Groninger made a motion to accept Mrs. Carol Spigelmeyer’s resignation, 
with regret.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted 
no.  Motion passed 5-1.   
Two vacancies exist on the Planning Commission.  Mr. Ditton’s term expired at 
the end of August.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint Ms. Margaret Weirick to the three-year term and 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich to the four-year term.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 

Old Business 
1. Second Street School  

A. The bids for the Second Street School building had been opened at a 
Property Committee Meeting on August 30, 2001.  Mrs. Groninger 
recommended that the Second Street School Committee be asked to 
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explore other options for the roof.  Mrs. Brosius read minutes of the May 
meeting of the Committee.  Mr. Shaffer moved to accept bids for items #1 
(the gymnasium roof) and #3 (the roof above the newer sections of 
classrooms close to the playground) at a total of $119, 942.00, with 
$113,728.86 to come from the remainder of the grant, and $6,213.14 from 
the UDAG or General funds.  Steam Specialists was the low bidder.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer and Mr. 
Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  Motion failed 2-4. 

B. Mr. Wolfe moved to have the Second Street School Committee review the 
options, with the possibility of the council holding a special meeting, if 
required.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

C. The bids for the boiler system for the Second Street building were 
reviewed.  Mr. Shaffer moved that the Second Street School Committee 
review the bids at the meeting tomorrow.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, 
and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.   

 
2. Flood Mitigation Plan   

Mrs. Brosius reviewed the recommendations of the Flood Mitigation Committee.  
Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the Flood Mitigation Committee’s plan to apply for 
funds.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The 
borough will apply for funding for the items recommended by the committee. 

 
3. The PENNVEST application has been completed and sent to the appropriate state 

departments.   
 
4. Mr. Bowersox requested that workshops be set up for determining the streets to 

be paved in 2002.  The Street Committee has set committee meetings for the last 
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm or following the Finance Committee 
meeting, if one is scheduled.   

 
5. Mrs. Groninger requested that the gas company be contacted to remove the tree 

stumps at the underpass. 
 
6. Mrs. Groninger suggested sending letters to the garbage haulers on the permit list 

to obtain a new garbage hauler for the recycling center.  Mr. Bowersox stated that 
Dan’s Disposal may be interested.  Mr. Ditton suggested offering him a contract. 
Council discussed the ordinance requiring garbage haulers to obtain permits in 
order to operate in the borough.  Waste Management has not complied with this 
ordinance.  Council requested that Chief Redington cite haulers for collecting 
garbage in the borough without a permit.    

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve paying the bills, withholding final payment to 
Larson Design Group for the storm water study until the borough receives a 
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copy of the technical specifications.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe 
voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the request from the Back Forty Bass Club 

to use the boat launch at the Point for a Fishing Tournament on 9/23/01.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the request from the Capital City Bass 

Masters to use the boat launch at Hanover Street on 9/16/01.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Discussion was held concerning the fact that borough 
residents use this launch more than the launch at the point.  When a tournament 
is conducted, the launch is tied up by the tournament participants and borough 
residents are unable to utilize the launch.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox and Mr. 
Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Carl voted 
no.  The motion failed 2-4. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger suggested sending questionnaires to borough residents, asking 

for input. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned to Executive Session at 9:27 pm to discuss personnel issues.   
The meeting reconvened at 9:37 pm. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:37 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
September 18, 2001 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.            
Pledge to the Flag                
Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Bryan Wolfe, Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mr. 
Charles “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. Greg Shaffer, and Mr. Don Troxell.  Others 
present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, 
Code Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Five visitors were 
present. 
 
Public Comment 
No one offered public comment at this time. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Atty. Best was absent because he was attending a hearing regarding Brush Valley and the 
proposed federal prison. 
 
Mayor’s Report – No report. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane requested permission to attend a Zoning Officer’s seminar.  Permission was granted.  
He explained that a special zoning hearing will be required for ButterKrust.  Schlegel’s 
Excavating, Inc. continues to work at Fifth and Prince Streets.  Mr. Shaffer requested that cones 
be replaced at the inlet at Strawbridge Road and Fifth Street. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Neal Kreamer arrived after the start of the meeting and asked to address the council.   
♦ He suggested creating a Christmas village on the stage in the Second Street School and also a 

Holiday Craft Show in the gym. 
♦ Mr. Kreamer has complained about garbage at the property at 322 King Street.  The resident 

has moved out.  Stray cats have been seen in the neighborhood.  Mr. Ruane stated that he 
must locate the property owner.   

♦ Mr. Kreamer questioned if cars could be returned to the front of the residences once the 
street sweeper has gone down that side of the street.  He thought that the Parking Ordinance 
was being revised to permit parking once the street sweeper has gone past. He also asked if 
once the street sweeper is done running for the season, the residents could be permitted to 
park in front of their properties, instead of moving their cars for the street sweeper schedule.  
He suggested that in the case of a snow emergency, announcements could be made over the 
radio.  Mr. Wolfe said that the signs that say “No Parking” are not strictly for street 
sweeping.  Mr. Kreamer suggested adding a small sign to the street signs, stipulating from 
“April through November”.  Mr. Shaffer stated that during light snowfalls, it is helpful to the 
street crew to have the cars off one side of the street when they are clearing the streets.   

♦ Mr. Kreamer has called the surrounding communities.  Almost all have no open burning.  
Many have mandatory recycling.  Mr. Kreamer requested that the council ban open burning.  
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Council discussed the requirements to change the ordinance.  The Ordinance Committee is to 
review the ordinance. 

 
Committee Reports 
      Streets 

Mr. Bowersox presented quotes to repair the crosswalks at Front and Queen Streets.  Mr. 
Bowersox moved to award the contract for pouring concrete in the crosswalk area, stained 
and scored to look like brick, at a price of $9,690, to the Robert Feaster Corporation.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, 
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed 1-6. 

 
Mr. Carl left the meeting at 7:55 pm. 

 
The storm pipes in two sections of the borough are collapsing and creating problems for the 
property owners in the areas.  Mr. Bowersox presented prices for emergency repairs to the 
storm sewers on Sheetz Avenue and Wheatley Avenue.  Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the 
quotes from Center State Amiesite for “Part 1” (the Sheetz Avenue Culvert) and “Part 2”, 
(the Wheatley Avenue Culvert) at a total cost of $26,400.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  
Mrs. Groninger requested that the items be presented separately since she cannot vote on 
“Part 2”. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to repair the culvert at Sheetz Avenue at a cost of $10,550.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, 
and Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to repair the culvert on Wheatley Avenue at a cost of $15,850.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger abstained.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 4-1. 

 
Mr. Ruane mentioned that the Sewer Authority wanted to know which streets were being 
paved next year so they can coordinate projects. 

 
Mr. Bowersox said that the Coast Guard Auxiliary asked where to store the dock.  The Sewer 
Authority was considering allowing the dock to be stored on their property.  Mr. Snyder will 
take the request to the Sewer Authority Board meeting.   

 
Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer stated that the Fire Department Rescue Truck is on standby for disaster relief in  
New York City.   

 
Property 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the vacant properties in the borough create a problem.   
Council discussed several properties in the borough and the options available to rectify the 
problem.   

 
Danley’s Disposal is interested in meeting with the borough regarding a contract.  He would 
be willing to collect garbage at the Glass Center if the borough provides him with a contract.   
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Ordinance 
The Ordinance Committee met on September 17, 2001 with the Sewer Authority. They will 
be adding a Chapter 44, Sewers, and refining Chapter 45, Sewer Use.   

 
Personnel 
The Personnel Committee met.   The Street Crew will help with inspections when necessary.  
According to Mr. Ditton, inspections must be scheduled in advance.  

  
Parks & Recreation - No report. 

 
Finance 
The Finance Committee is meeting tomorrow evening at 6:30 pm to discuss salaries.  The 
October meeting has been rescheduled for November 7.  Incomes will be discussed in the 
November meeting. 

 
Old Business 

1. Second Street School  
The committee met on September 5.  They have developed options for council to 
consider.  New information was provided about the Pennsylvania Joint Purchasing 
Council.  The roofing contractor under contract with the PJPC has visited the school and 
can have written proposals and will meet with the borough on September 25th at 2:00 pm 
in the borough hall.  The contractors are available to attend an evening council meeting to 
make a formal presentation. In order to engage this contractor, the borough would be 
required to join the Pennsylvania Joint Purchasing Council.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the 
council conduct a special meeting, if necessary.  He will be on vacation.  
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to join the Pennsylvania Joint Purchasing Council for $250.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. 
Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer all voted aye.  Motion passed 6-0.   
 
Mr. Redington said that the Haunted House Committee has discussed putting large tarps 
over the roof to keep the roof from leaking during the Haunted House.  The committee 
would like to pull down the ceiling that is loose.   
 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the tarp for the roof at the Second Street School 
and for the street crew to assist in removing the loose ceiling.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. 
Groninger all voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.    

 
Discussion was held regarding the fact that the borough is paying the water company for 
water use at Second Street School and no one is using the building.  The water meter 
should be disconnected. 
 
Heating bids and options were also discussed for Second Street School.  The low bidder 
should be notified but because of financial considerations the bid will not be awarded at 
this time. 
 
Council would like to know when the new heating system will be installed at the borough 
garage.  Mr. Troxell will call Greg Tweed. 
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Mr. Wolfe has been contacted by Middle Creek Signs.  The signs should be up by Friday.  
PennDOT has changed the location for several of the signs by a few feet. Discussion was 
also held regarding the old signs.  The posts could be utilized to display the signs from 
various organizations in the borough. 
   

New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of July 17, August 7, August 29, and 

September 4.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the paying the bills, including any bills due before the 

next council meeting. Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 

3. The 2002 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the Northumberland Borough and the 
Northumberland Borough Police pension plans were presented.  The total amount is 
$31,191.  This information is sent to the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe announced that the October council meetings are scheduled for October 9 

and 23.  The first meeting in November will be on Monday, November 5, since Tuesday 
is Election Day. 

 
5. Mr. Bowersox requested that the council reconsider the quote for the pipe at Wheatley 

Avenue.  Council discussed the fact that the borough cannot afford it at this time.   
 

6. Council discussed the budget and borough finances.  The Finance Committee meets on 
Wednesday, September 19th, at 6:30 pm.  Mr. Wolfe invited all council members and 
the public to attend.   

 
7. Mr. Bowersox asked the status of Mr. Ruane’s raises.  He has received a raise to $11.00 

per hour, as Street Inspector Supervisor.  Mr. Wolfe stated that salaries would be 
discussed at the Finance Committee Meeting. 

 
8. The Revitalization Committee has requested that the borough pay for the electricity for 

white lights that are to be put in the trees in the downtown area. The committee plans to 
purchase the lights for the trees along the downtown streets.  The lights will be lit for 
the month of December. 

 
9. Mr. Wolfe stated that the owner of Peace of Home has requested permission to remove 

the tree that is in front of her business. She has been referred to the Shade Tree 
Commission. 
 

Mrs. Groninger moved to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
October 9, 2001 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.            
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was conducted and a moment of silent meditation 
was observed. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton, Mrs. Judith Groninger, Mr. 
Greg Shaffer, Mr. Don Troxell, Mr. Bryan Wolfe, and Mr. Paul Bowersox.  Others present 
were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary. 
The six visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

• Mr. Sam Mattern questioned the status of his request for a change of the zoning 
ordinance regarding his parking lot on Sixth Street.  Atty. Best stated that he is 
preparing an ordinance to change the zoning ordinance.  He cautioned the council 
against “spot zoning”.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the council conduct a special 
meeting next week to address the change of the ordinance.  Atty. Best informed the 
council that the meeting would need to be advertised within a specified timeframe 
before the meeting.  He will review the stipulations and the meeting will be 
scheduled. 

 
• Mr. James Groninger asked if the paved driveway on his property would be 

replaced.  The borough has repaired storm pipe under the driveway.  The size of the 
driveway is fifteen feet by twenty feet.  Atty. Best stated that it is the borough’s 
responsibility to replace the driveway.  Mr. Wolfe assured Mr. Groninger that it 
would be taken care of. 

 
• Mr. Groninger commented on the letter from Penn Valley Airport Authority 

requesting that the borough contribute $500 to the authority for 2002 and 2003.  
The contribution is in the budget for 2002. 

 
• Mr. Groninger asked if the borough would be interested in selling the snowblower.  

Mr. Troxell moved to put the snowblower out for bids.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Ditton 
voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Mayor Wetzel 
voted aye to break the tie.  The motion passed with the mayor’s vote. 

 
• Mrs. Brosius commented that when the pipe was installed under Groninger’s 

driveway, the secretary in the law office stated that the entire building was shaking.  
Mrs. Brosius asked if the board that had been in the pipe was removed.  Mr. Ruane 
stated that when checked, the board was no longer lodged in the pipe. 
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• Mr. Bowersox asked if the Street Committee should have voted on the snowblower 
first, and was told that the motion was made and accepted. 

 
• Mr. Elmer Danley was present.  The council is interested in obtaining his services 

for removing the garbage at the Liberty Glass Center.  Mr. Danley is interested if 
the borough agrees to a contract. Mr. Danley asked why Waste Management does 
not have to have a license to operate in the borough.  Waste Management has been 
cited for failure to obtain a license to haul garbage in the borough.  Mr. Danley said 
that the letter he received from the borough stated that he would be fined every 
time he was in the borough without a license.  Mr. Danley offered to meet with 
someone at the Recycling Center to discuss the terms of the contract.  Mrs. 
Groninger will meet with Mr. Danley at the Recycling Center at 4:30 p.m. on 
October 10th.      

 
Solicitor’s Report 
Atty. Best stated that the hearing with Waste Management was held last week and the 
borough won.   
  
The sidewalk ordinance was prepared.  The ordinance will be advertised.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the council would review the ordinance and act upon it at the October 23rd meeting.  
The ordinance will be advertised. 
 
Mayor’s Report – No report. 
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported on the delay of the work on Priestley Avenue and the status of the 
work at ButterKrust.  The small section of work on Prince Street has been completed. 

 
Mr. Ruane explained that a sewer lateral came under the new curb at the corner of Fifth 
and Prince Street.  The Sewer Authority discovered that the lateral was crushed.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that the lateral was not seen when the curb was installed, but that three-foot 
stakes are used to hold the frames in place.  It is possible that the pipe was damaged by a 
stake.  Ms. Lark stated that the PA One Calls do not require the Sewer Authority to mark 
laterals if they do not know their location.  Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer moved to have the 
lateral fixed at the borough’s expense.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on his activities as Code Enforcement Officer and Street Inspector 
Supervisor for the month of September.  The report is on file in the Borough Office. 

 
Committee Reports 
Streets – The report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 

• Milling along the curb on Fourth Street was not included in the contract with HRI, 
Inc.  The borough will obtain a price and a change order to add milling along 
Fourth Street to the contract. 
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• The deed to the Priestley Avenue extension has been filed with the Register and 

Recorder’s Office.  Atty. Best has the deed and will bring it to the borough office. 
 

• The 2002 Liquid Fuels (Act 655) allocation is $65,095.22 and the Estimated 
Turnback Maintenance (Act 32) payment for 2002 is $3,200.00. 

 
• Mr. Shaffer reported that the borough is on the list for anti-skid for the winter. 

  
Public Safety 

 
• Mr. Shaffer recommended that any fire trucks purchased with money obtained from 

the borough should have the borough named on the title as co-owner.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked how the titles were handled in the past.  The trucks have not been 
titled with the borough as a co-owner; however, the borough pays for the insurance 
on the vehicles.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the borough would be held liable for 
payment of the vehicle if the fire company could not maintain the payments.  Mr. 
Shaffer stated that the borough could sell the truck in order to get back the money 
that was paid by the borough.  Mr. Groninger suggested that the borough could put 
a lien on the new truck instead of being named as a co-owner.  Mr. Shaffer will 
obtain additional information.  Mr. Wolfe recommended that the Finance 
Committee examine the issue before it is borough to the full council.  Mayor 
Wetzel stated that the determination to purchase a new truck was not approved by 
the entire company.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he had no information that the truck 
was not approved by the company.  Mr. Shaffer added that the fire companies are 
in the process of having their books audited, as requested by the council.  The 
Finance Committee is in the process of preparing the 2002 budget and has included 
three mills for the purchase of fire apparatus or trucks.     

 
• The Fire Department invited the Borough Council to tour the two stations on 

October 16th at 7:00 p.m.  Council accepted.   
 

• The Fire Board meetings are held at the No. 1’s and are open to the public.  The 
president of the Fire Board is Jim Troup.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the Fire Board 
does have a secretary who takes minutes of the meetings.   

 
Property – No report 

  
Ordinance 

• Mr. Wolfe presented the Sanitary Sewer Ordinance, Ordinance 2001-11, and 
Resolution H, establishing fines for violations of Code Book Chapter 44.  Mr. 
Shaffer moved to advertise that Ordinance 2001-11 and Resolution H would be 
read twice by the council to be considered for adoption.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 

• The sidewalk standards ordinance, Ordinance 2001-12, will also be advertised to be 
read at the next two council meetings. 
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Personnel – No report 
 
Parks & Recreation 

• Mrs. Groninger moved to accept, with deep regret, Mrs. Gretchen Brosius’s 
resignation from the Parks and Recreation Commission.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. 
Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Mayor Wetzel voted aye to 
break the tie.  Motion passed. 

 
• Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint Mrs. Jerra Carl to the Parks and Recreation 

Commission.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

• Mr. Shaffer moved to accept Mrs. Gretchen Brosius’s resignation from the Second 
Street School Committee, with regret.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. 
Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 
 

Finance 
• The committee met on September 19.  A written report is being prepared. 

 
• A list of fees and fines is being prepared for adoption for 2002. 

 
Old Business 

1. Second Street School – The roofing bids for the building were discussed.  The new 
grant application was worded to include any work that was completed, but not 
covered by prior grant funds. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to place a steel roof, with insulation, on Zone 1 and rubber roof 
on the other three sections of the building.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Ditton amended his motion to accept the bid from Brickhill 
Construction, Inc. for a steel roof, with insulation on Zone 1, and to accept the bid 
from Tremco, Inc. for the single ply membrane roof for Zone 3.  The cost for Zone 
1 is $53,170 and the cost for Zone 3 is $64,000 at a total cost of $117,170.  Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Mayor Wetzel voted no to break the tie.  The 
motion failed with the mayor’s vote.  
  
Mr. Shaffer moved to accept the bid from Brickhill Construction, Inc. to construct 
steel roofs, without insulation, on Zones 1 & 3 at a price of $119,942.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer and Mr. 
Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe 
voted no.  Motion failed 2-4. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to accept the bid of $53,170 from Brickhill Construction, Inc. 
for a steel roof, with insulation, for Zone 1, and to patch the roof on the rest of the 
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building, as necessary.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 

2. Pineknotter Park  
Larson Design, Inc. has completed the as-built drawings of Pineknotter Park and 
Mr. Walters has certified that the landfill has been covered, as required by DEP.  
Mr. Walters has sent a copy of the as-built drawing and certification to DEP. 
 

      3.   Mrs. Groninger complimented the work completed by the gas company along the 
 underpass.  The company has cleared out trees and weeds, and graded the area. 

  
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve minutes of August 21, 2001 and September 18, 
2001. 
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve paying the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Center State Amiesite is to be contacted about the bill for the 
Wheatley Avenue Culvert.  The original quote was for thirty feet of pipe and the 
amount of pipe used was approximately 20 feet.  The company will be contacted 
about the amount of the bill.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
The bills to be paid from the General Fund total $17,662.65; the bills from the 
Liquid Fuels Account total $17,917.49.  The bill to be paid from the Parking 
Meter Account is $331.00; the Liberty Pools bills total $442.95; and the Park & 
Recreation bills total $1,908.24.  

     
3. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to approve the Halloween Parade Committee’s 

request to use Gazebo the night of the parade.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to permit the Trinity United Methodist Church to 

place a sign in the King Street Park for a bazaar.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to send a letter to Senator Helfrick endorsing the 

Central Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce’s efforts to have the state 
incorporate the chamber’s service area into one Congressional district.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  
Motion passed 4-2. 

 
6. The borough has been informed that the Unemployment Compensation Insurance 

rate for 2002 is being increased from 1% to 3.5%.   
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7. Mr. Ditton explained that the City of Sunbury is adopting an ordinance to 
establish a curfew during school hours.  They will send a copy of the ordinance to 
the borough for the council to consider adopting in the borough. 

 
8. Mrs. Groninger asked if the police have had any problems on Third Street 

recently.  Residents had attended a council meeting to complain about teenagers 
loitering in the area.  The police have been monitoring the area and have had no 
problems. 

 
9. The franchise renewal with the Service Electric Cable, Inc. has not been resolved.  

The borough had asked for 5% of the total revenue for a five-year term.  The cable 
company has offered 4% of the basic rate for a ten-year term.  Mr. Shaffer moved 
to agree to four percent (4%) of the total revenue collected by Service Electric 
Cable, Inc. and to cable modems, free of charge, for the borough office and police 
department for a five-year term.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
10. A special zoning board hearing will be held on October 24 at 7:30 pm in the 

borough building for ButterKrust concerning the property at Fifth and Prince 
Streets. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 
 

Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
October 23, 2001 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.            
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was conducted and a moment of silent meditation 
was observed. 
              
Roll Call 
Council members present were Mr. Paul Bowersox, Mr. Greg Carl, Mrs. Judith Groninger, 
Mr. Greg Shaffer, Mr. Don Troxell, and Mr. Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
The nine visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich thanked the council for the repairs made to the Buchanan Street 
shoulder. 
 
Mr. Charlie Attinger asked about the 3-mill fire tax.  Mr. Wolfe informed him that at the 
September meeting of the Finance Committee, the committee voted to add a 3-mill fire tax.  
This has not been finalized or brought before the full council.  Mr. Attinger asked how the 
money would be disbursed.  Council said that the Fire Board would be given the money to 
split equally between the two fire departments.  Mr. Wolfe also stated that the one 
stipulation is that the companies must provide audit reports to the council.  The Fire Board 
meets the last Tuesday of the month at the Hookies.  The members are appointed by each 
fire company.  Atty. Best stated that the Fire Board is not a “Public Entity”.   
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark presented a letter from the Sewer Authority requesting that the Borough 
Council meet with the Authority to discuss street work, the paving of Strawbridge Road, 
and future projects.  The Authority would like to meet before the work on Priestley 
Avenue is completed.   
Mr. Jack Fasold stated that three new manholes on Strawbridge Road need to be raised to 
grade.  The cost will be about $300 to $400 per manholes.   There are two manholes on 
Priestley Avenue that the Authority would like to install to the correct depth so they do not 
need to be raised later. 
The council will meet with the Sewer Authority on Tuesday, November 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
in the borough building. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
The Sanitary Sewer Ordinance and the Sidewalk Ordinance will be discussed at the 
November 20th meeting so the full council is present.  Mr. Ditton is on vacation this week 
and Mr. Wolfe will be unable to attend the November 5, 2001 meeting.   
 
The council received a correspondence from Mr. Dwight Walter, of Service Electric 
Cablevision, Inc.  Mr. Walters has offered the borough a franchise fee of 4% on the basic 
fee.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept Service Electric’s offer of 4% of the basic cable 
payable in two installments a year for a term of 10 years.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
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motion.  Roll call vote – All nays.  Motion failed 0-6.  A letter will be sent to Mr. Walter 
informing him of the council’s vote and that the council is requesting a 5-year agreement 
for 4% of the total cable revenue, payable quarterly.  In addition, the council would like 
cable modems for the borough office and police department included as part of the 
contract. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
No report. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

• Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer and Street 
Inspector Supervisor.  A Zoning Hearing will be held on October 24th at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Borough Building regarding ButterKrust’s expansion plans.   

• Mr. Ruane asked Atty. Best if he has discussed the borough’s Rental Ordinance 
with District Justice Bolton.   

• Mr. Ruane commended HRI for the work they performed in the borough. 
 
Committee Reports 
Streets  

Mr. Schlegel requested a final inspection of the work done by his company in the 
borough.  The meeting has been set for Wednesday, October 31 at 1:00 p.m.   
Mr. Fasold stated that the main sewer line had been crushed at Fifth and Prince 
Street.  The sewer line has been replaced.  The replacement had been planned 
before the line was crushed.   

 
Public Safety   

A tour of the fire department was postponed because only two council members 
were present.  The tour will be rescheduled. 

 
Property 

• Mrs. Groninger reported that council members met with Mr. Elmer Danley at 
the Recycling Center.  He has agreed to haul the borough’s garbage, beginning 
the first week of November.  Mr. Danley will park a garbage truck at the 
Recycling Center every Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. to collect trash 
from residents.  A contract has been prepared, but not yet signed.  The 
dumpster located inside the Recycling Building belongs to the Recycling 
Center/ Borough.  Waste Management is hauling the borough’s garbage until 
October 26th.  They have been contacted to remove their dumpsters at that time.  

• Mr. Wolfe asked why the Recycling Center is not opened every Saturday.  Mr. 
Hallden will be contacted.  If volunteers are unable to man the center every 
week, the suggestion was to be opened on certain Saturdays during the month. 

• Brush is no longer accepted at the Recycling Center.   
• The borough owns a small Kubota tractor with a lawn mower.  Mr. Troxell 

suggested the purchase of a small front end loader.  He has obtained two 
quotes.  The price from Mifflinburg Farm Supplies is $3100, with the rear tires 
filled with liquid for weight.  Allenwood Equipments price is $2695, without 
the rear tires filled.  This price is installed.  The tires can be filled at Mummau’s 
for less than $100.  Mr. Wolfe recommended that the purchase should first be 
considered in a Property or Street Committee meeting. 
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• The advertisement for the Snow Blower is being prepared. 
 
 

Ordinance 
The Ordinance Committee will be meeting on October 30, 2001, at 8:00 to discuss 
the Zoning Ordinance.  The Zoning Board has been invited to attend. 
 
The committee discussed removing the fines and fees from the Code Book chapters 
with the intention of setting all fines and fees by resolution at the beginning of each 
year.  Atty. Best advised that this change should be adopted by an ordinance.   
Mr. Shaffer moved to remove fines and fees from the existing Code Book to be set 
by resolution at the beginning of each year.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0.   
 
Mr. Bowersox moved to change any specific officer referenced in the Code Book 
to the borough’s designated officer, and to change the reference from a specific 
BOCA book to the “latest edition of the BOCA or International Code Book” 
adopted by the council.  Greg Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 

Personnel - No report 
 
Parks & Recreation - No report 
 
Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee will meet on November 7th to 
make decisions on the income side of the budget.  The last meeting was on 
September 19th.  The minutes of this meeting are on file in the Borough Office.  
Mr. Wolfe provided several highlights of the meeting: 

• The Northumberland/ Point Township Downtown Revitalization Committee 
plans to sell 200 prints of the Front Street Station.  The borough is loaning 
the committee $4,500 to purchase the prints.  The money will be returned to 
the borough once the first 50 prints are sold. 

• The committee voted to pay each council member a stipend of $1000 per 
year and to raise the mayor’s salary from $850 to $1000.  The five council 
members elected this November would be eligible for the stipend in 
January.  The other two council members would not be eligible until after 
the next election.  Mr. Wolfe stated that other communities in the area pay 
their elected officials.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she and Mr. Ditton are 
opposed to paying elected officials and would consider resigning.  Ms. 
Cindy Lark stated that as a borough resident, she recognizes the amount of 
time the council members spend by serving on the council, but she hopes 
that the money is not taken from other items that are needed in the borough.  
The Sewer Authority members are also eligible to receive stipends; 
however they are not compensated at this time.  Mr. Wolfe assured her that 
money would not be taken from other budgeted items to provide for the 
stipends. 

• The council discussed the 3 mills of tax to be earmarked for the Fire 
Department.  The money is to be put in a Truck Fund for the two companies 
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to divide equally.  The Finance Committee has tentatively approved the 
three mills, with the condition that the Fire Department must provide 
outside audit reports for each company.  It is council’s understanding that 
the Fire Board represents both companies.  Both companies must agree to 
the fund and the requirements.  

• Mayor Wetzel had attended the Hookies meeting last week and voiced his 
concern about how the company will pay for the truck that has been order 
by the Fire Department.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the Fire Department has a 
truck delivered and cannot pay for it, would the borough be liable to pay for 
the truck.  Atty. Best stated no.  If the borough is listed as a co-owner, the 
borough would be liable for the truck payments.   

 
 

Old Business 
1. Second Street School 

• The contractor for the new roof on the one portion of the building has been 
contacted. 

• Mr. Redington stated that he has not received information about the grant 
application. 

• Atty. Gene Brosius spoke to the council about the council’s committing to the 
use of the building. 

• Mr. Carl stated that the Haunted House is going well.  The tickets sales are 
currently at about $4000 with two more nights remaining for the event.   

 
2. Pineknotter Park  

•    The core borings for the light standards are being drilled this week. 
•    No additional information has been received about the grant. 
•    The as-built drawings have been completed and sent to DEP along with the 

engineer’s certification.  DEP has not yet replied. 
 

      3.   Mrs. Groninger asked if the deed to the Second Street School is in the borough 
 office.  It is. 

 
New Business 

1. The minutes of October 3, 2001 were discussed.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to 
approve the minutes of October 3, 2001 as amended.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve paying the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

3. Mrs. Gretchen Brosius informed the council that the Central Susquehanna Valley 
Visitor’s Bureau is an organization that provides a visitor’s brochure.  The 
borough has a yearly dues and subscription budget of $600 and has used $56.00 to 
date.  The borough could join the Central Susquehanna Valley Visitor’s Bureau 
for a $150 membership fee. This fee would link the borough’s website to the 
Bureau’s website.  Mr. Wolfe moved to join the Central Susquehanna Valley 
Visitor’s Bureau at a reduced cost of $150 for membership.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

4. The Northumberland County Planning Commission and the Northumberland 
Borough Planning Commission have approved the subdivision for JoAnn Fasold.  
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Action was tabled until the November 5th meeting so the council can review the 
plans.   

5. Mrs. Groninger asked if Center State Amiesite was contacted about the bill for the 
Wheatley Avenue Culvert.  Mr. White was contacted and the bill has been 
reduced for the ten feet of pipe that was not used. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
November 5, 2001 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 

Vice-President Paul Bowersox called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.            
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and a moment of silent meditation was observed. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Paul Bowersox.  Others present were Mayor Wendell Wetzel, Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The four visitors 
present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
No report 
 
Atty. Best, solicitor, arrived at 7:03 p.m.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, presented his report for October.  The report is 
on file in the borough office.   
The council discussed the topic of the Sewer Authority’s raising the manholes on Strawbridge 
Road and whether risers or concrete donuts should be used.  Mr. Shaffer moved to instruct the 
Sewer Authority to put risers in the manholes on Strawbridge Road, instead of using concrete 
donuts.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Mr. Ruane reported that the borough does not have a height limit for fences.  He 
recommended that a six-foot height limit be considered. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
At the next meeting, the council will address the new ordinances. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Streets 
The committee has not met since the last council meeting.  The street paving for 2001 has 
been completed.  A gas leak was discovered on Fourth Street approximately two weeks after 
Fourth Street was paved.  Mr. Bowersox would like the gas company to mill and repave the 
street from the curb to the center from Wallace Street to Hanover Street. He feels that it is the 
gas company’s responsibility because the contractor was not aware of the shut-off valve being 
damaged when the milling was conducted.  The cut would be about six feet from the curb.  
The cut could be patched temporarily until spring.   
Mr. Ditton moved to request that PG Energy mill and pave one half of the width of Fourth 
Street for the one half block from Wallace Street to Hanover Street.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Public Safety 
The EMA has requested a meeting before the end of the year to review the borough’s disaster 
plan.  Mr. Shaffer will call a meeting of the Public Safety Committee.  The date and time will 
be announced. 
Mayor Wetzel added that Union County has met to discuss the terrorist attacks and the 
borough would be wise to do the same.   
A correspondence has been received about handicapped parking spaces.  The council had 
discussed handicapped parking and is reluctant to issue permits.  There is parking space 
available in that specific block. 
Mr. Bowersox received a phone call from Mr. Cliff Shaffer, a member of the Fire 
Department.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he is opposed to the 3-mill fire tax.  Mr. Greg Shaffer 
stated that the Finance Committee would discuss the budget at the meeting on Wednesday.   
Mr. Ditton received a complaint from a resident on Priestley Avenue asking when the stones 
would be cleaned off the street.  Mr. Ruane stated that part of the street has been repaired and 
the company is planning to do more work on Friday.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the contractor 
should either plate the street cuts or install cold patch.   
Residents are also having problem with the parking on Queen Street due to SUNCOM 
employees parking on the street instead of in their parking lot.  A letter will be sent to 
SUNCOM, requesting that their employees park in the lot. 
A correspondence was received from Mr. Robert Moyer regarding the work done by Schlegel 
Excavating, Inc.  The letter will be kept on file with Schlegel’s contract.  Mr. Troxell 
suggested that the area on the school property at the corner of Strawbridge Road and Prince 
Street be raked and seeded since the contractors used that area to park equipment and store 
stone.  Mr. Bowersox will look into the matter.   

 
Property 
No report 
 
Ordinance 
The Ordinance Committee met on October 30, 2001.  A written report is on file in the 
borough office. 
  
Personnel 
No report 

 
Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl stated that the committee met on November 1.  Tentative plans are that the ice 
skating rink will be assembled the week after Thanksgiving in the King Street Park.  The 
committee is also considering building a bonfire occasionally.  Council discussed the location 
of the skating rink.  Some of the council members prefer that the rink be set up at the Second 
Street School playground.  A suggestion was made to put something around the rink so there 
is not a drop-off from the edge of the rink. 

 
Finance 
The committee meets on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the 2002 budget. 
 
Health Report 
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Mrs. Groninger moved that the borough not charge Christian Schools for the health Officer’s 
Inspection or License fee and that the borough refund the fee for this year.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Old Business 

1. Pineknotter Park – Mayor Wetzel informed the council that DEP has conducted an 
inspection at Pineknotter Park and requested that areas where erosion occurred be 
filled with topsoil and mulched.  They approved reseeding the area in the spring.  DEP 
also requested that the pipe with concrete be removed from the area north of the field.  
The borough crew has complied with DEP’s requests.  A letter has been received from 
DEP approving the work that was completed at Pineknotter Park.  
The contract for completion of the work at the park had been with Gutelius 
Excavating, Inc.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the record show, for future reference, that 
the conditions described by the Mayor existed after Gutelius left the area.  Council 
discussed the fact that the borough had difficulties with Gutelius Excavating, Inc. on a 
prior project.  Mrs. Groninger agreed that when Gutelius was working on Fourth 
Street, problems arose.  One of the workers used foul language, and threatened council 
members.  The residents in the area complained about the work and the stones that 
were dumped on the street.  The company did not clean the street when the 
construction was completed and their workmen were uncooperative.  This part of the 
record will be included in the file for Gutelius Excavating, Inc. for future reference. 
 

2. Sub-division plans were received by Joann Fasold.  Council stated that Mr. Wolfe 
would sign the plans, noting the borough’s approval. 

 
3. Penn DOT plans to start the work in the ditch along Penn Street next week as part of 

the Agility Agreement with the borough. 
 

4. Mr. Ruane informed the council that he has received a request from a resident of the 
downtown area to construct a driveway.  It would be necessary to remove a parking 
meter.  Mr. Bowersox stated his opposition to a driveway at this location due to the 
lack of visibility exiting the driveway in this neighborhood.  No action was taken. 

 
5. Mrs. Brosius asked if a resident may establish a driveway without a curb cut.  Mr. 

Ruane has spoken to the gentleman and will visit him again.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 
ordinance does not stipulate that a curb cut must be made for a driveway.  Mr. Shaffer 
added that anyone may park on the street in front of the area where the vehicle is 
parked, without a driveway cut. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of October 23, 2001.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Carl stated that the statement made at the 
council meeting that the Fire Board meets on the last Tuesday of the month should be 
clarified.  The Fire Board meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month.  Mr. Ditton 
stated that he believed that the 3-mill tax for the Fire Department was approved by 
the Finance Committee to be set for the new truck for the Northumberland Hook and 
Ladder Company; not to be divided equally by the two companies.  The issue will be 
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discussed by the Finance Committee at the meeting on Wednesday.  Roll call vote to 
approve the minutes – All ayes.   

2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve paying the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger requested that the bill for the roofing be paid 
with money from the grant for the Second Street School building.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  The council discussed the bill from Schlegel Excavating, Inc.  This is the 
final payment to Schlegel Excavating, Inc.  Mr. Bowersox requested that the letter 
from Mr. Robert Moyer, expressing dissatisfaction with the work performed at his 
property, be included in Schlegel’s file for future reference.   

3. Mrs. Groninger stated that members of the Property Committee discussed the 
purchase of an attachment for the cabota.  The committee approved the purchase and   
presented two quotes.  The quote from Allenwood Rental for $2,696 does not include 
filling the tires.  Mr. Troxell added that the tires can be filled at Mummau’s for $100.  
Mifflinburg Farm Supply’s quote was for 3,100, with the tires filled.  Mr. Troxell 
moved to purchase a trailer for the cabota from Allenwood Rental at the cost of 
$2,696 and have the tires filled at Mummau’s, when money is available.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 

4. The council discussed the color for the metal roof at the Second Street School.  Mr. 
Shaffer moved to approve “lightstone” for the roof color.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted 
aye.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 

5. The Ordinance committee has changed the November meeting date November 26, 
2001 at 7:00 p.m.   

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
November 20, 2001 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.            
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and a moment of silent meditation was observed. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don 
Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Paul Bowersox, and Greg Carl.  Others present were Mayor 
Wendell Wetzel, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and 
Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The eleven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
♦ Mr. Robert Stahl voiced his concern about council’s decision to sell the snowblower.  

Groninger stated that the borough does not own a four-wheel drive front end loader.  
The borough has only one two-wheel drive front end loader.  Mrs. Groninger informed 
Mr. Stahl that the snowblower has never been used.  Other towns own similar 
snowblower, but they are smaller.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he voted against selling the 
snowblower.  He added that the council is reserving the right to reject all bids.  Mr. 
Bowersox said that he is not in favor of selling the snowblower.  He stated that the 
snowblower is not too big to be connected to the equipment owned by the borough.  
Mrs. Groninger replied that the borough does not own trucks large enough to remove 
the snow.  Mr. Bowersox said that the borough could lease the trucks.  Mr. Stahl 
informed the council that he was in favor of purchasing the snow blower and that he 
feels it is a mistake to sell it.   

 
♦ Mr. Persing stated that the Police Department has been at the corner of Water and King 

Streets five times in the past month.  He would like a better solution for the pedestrian 
crossing at that corner.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the borough shares the cost of the 
crossing guards with the school district and that it is difficult to get crossing guards.  
Mr. Persing stated that he has talked to the school district, the borough council, the 
police, and PennDOT, and has not received satisfaction.  He added that as many as ten 
students live in the neighborhood; however, many are driven to school by their parents.  
Approximately three to four students cross at this intersection.  Mayor Wetzel stated 
that the school district is responsible for providing transportation to the students.  The 
school district had been asked this summer to reroute a school bus, adding a stop below 
Water and King Streets.  Council agreed with Mrs. Groninger’s request that a letter be 
sent to the Shikellamy School Board asking them to investigate the possibility of 
adding a bus stop for the students who live below Water and King Streets.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that the borough office would contact the superintendent’s office. 

 
♦ Mr. Mike Daddario spoke on behalf of the Downtown Revitalization Committee.  The 

committee would like to put the wooden Christmas trees on the parking meters, 
stamped with “Free 2 Hour Parking”.  Council discussed the pros and cons of 
providing the free parking.   
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Mr. Wolfe made a motion to extend free two-hour parking in the downtown area as of 
Monday, December 10, 2001 through January 1, 2002.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion failed 3-4.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved that the meters be covered for a two week period, from 
December 17 through January 2.  The motion failed for a lack of a second. 

 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss personnel and legal 
issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:45 p.m.   
 
Mr. Ditton stated that the Personnel Committee met on November 13, 2001.  Upon 
recommendation from the committee, Mr. Ditton made a motion to suspend Mr. Dave 
Bogovich from the position of Assistant Fire Chief, effective immediately, for conduct 
unbecoming an officer.  Mr. Bogovich can request a hearing before the council within 
thirty days; or his suspension becomes automatically permanent.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the Sewer Authority plans to wait until spring to put risers in 
the manholes on Strawbridge Road.  She presented a letter stating that the Sewer Authority 
“will consider itself absolved of any responsibility in the future for maintenance or repairs 
caused by the use of risers instead of the concrete doughnuts.”  Council discussed the 
reasons for requesting the risers, and the Sewer Authority’s responsibility to maintain the 
manholes.  Atty. Best stated that while the letter expresses the Authority’s position, it is 
not a finding of the court or tribunal.  Should there ever be a dispute between the borough 
and Sewer Authority, it would need to be resolved by a judge.  Mr. Ditton made a motion 
to reply to the Sewer Authority, rejecting their letter absolving them from making repairs 
to the manholes with the risers.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
   
The borough office has provided the Sewer Authority with the list of streets to be paved in 
2002. 
 
Ms. Lark submitted the Sewer Authority’s recommendation that the borough council 
reappoint Mr. Don Shuman to the Sewer Authority for a five year term, ending on 
December 31, 2006.  Mr. Bowersox moved to reappoint Mr. Shuman to the Sewer 
Authority for a five year term, ending December 31, 2006.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Ms. Lark informed the council that Verizon will be reopening the pits on Priestley Avenue 
on December 7 and the Sewer Authority will be working there on December 11.   
   
Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation 
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Mr. Wolfe stated that at the last Finance Committee meeting, a public comment was made 
concerning the payments from the Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation being 
postponed until the new high-rise is built.  As part of the original agreement with the 
original high-rise, the Housing Authority would begin repaying the loan from the borough 
once the mortgage was paid for.  A prior council then waived the repayment until the new 
high-rise building is paid for.   
 
The council is interested in learning how soon construction would begin and if the Housing 
Corporation could repay any of the money owed to the borough in the near future. 
 
Mr. Dale Heim replied that, if the council hadn’t waived the repayments, the Housing 
Corporation would not have been able to go forward with the new building.  He informed 
the council that the drawings are 95% complete.  One change was made to add a double 
door.  Because this extends the building, a variance is required.  Alternate heating sources 
are being explored.  An attorney from Harrisburg is working with the authority.  They are 
anticipating obtaining funding through the Sunbury Redevelopment Authority, at lower 
interest rates.  Mr. Heim stated that he and the Housing Corporation are working for 
construction to begin as soon as possible.  He added that this type of project takes time.   
 
Mr. Heim asked if someone from council would be willing to sit on the board.  At one 
time, council did have a representative to the board.  The Housing Corporation provides 
the council with annual audited reports. 
 
Mr. Bowersox asked who should be responsible to maintain the property.  Mr. Heim said 
that the board had not been asked to maintain the property, but would consider it.  
Currently the borough crew cuts the grass and removes the snow.  The property is deeded 
to the borough. 
 
No action was taken regarding the Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation at this 
time.   
 
Solicitor’s Report 

Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2001-11, Sanitary Sewers.  
This ordinance, if adopted, will be added as Chapter 44 of the Borough Code.  The 
ordinance was prepared by the Sewer Authority’s solicitor and approved by the 
borough’s solicitor.  Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2001-11.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The second reading of 
this ordinance will be at the December 4th council meeting. 
 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2001-12, Sidewalk Standards 
Ordinance of 2001.  Mr. Bowersox moved to adopt Ordinance 2001-12.  Mr. Carl 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Troxell, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger 
voted no.  Motion passed 4-3.  The second reading of this ordinance will be at the 
December 4th council meeting.  
 

Mayor’s Report 
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Mayor Wetzel informed the public that the borough received a check from the state 
for grant money for the ball field at Pineknotter Park.  He added that 
Representative Phillips was instrumental in helping the borough to obtain the 
funds.  A letter will be sent to Rep. Phillips thanking him for his assistance.  The 
mayor commended Mike Daddario for his work at the park.  Larry Redington was 
recognized for planning the program which was conducted on November 16, 2001. 

  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

Mr. Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer and Street 
Inspector Supervisor.  He informed the council that the owners of the boarding 
houses and bed and breakfasts have been contacted to arrange inspections.   
Mrs. Brosius asked if property owners are required to remove their leaves.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that the borough does not have an ordinance addressing leaves.   
Mr. Troxell has received complaints about a sign that is located between Fifth 
Street and Strawbridge Road.  The property owner will be contacted and requested 
to move the sign back from the road. 
 

Committee Reports 
 Streets 

Mr. Bowersox commented that the statement that the borough’s equipment 
is not big enough to handle the snowblower is not true.  He said that the 
borough does have equipment to run the snowblower.  Mr. Ditton said that 
the borough does not have the trucks to handle hauling the snow.  Mr. 
Troxell said that he was told that when the snowblower is hooked up to the 
backhoe, the back end of the tractor is too light to handle it.  Mr. Bowersox 
stated that this is not true.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion not to sell the 
snowblower this year.  The motion died for a lack of a second. 
 

 Public Safety 
  No report.  The committee will meet in January. 
 
 Property 
  No report. 
   
 Ordinance 
  The committee meets on November 26 at 7:00 p.m. 

Atty. Best will prepare the ordinance regarding “Fines and fees” for the 
next council meeting. 

 
Personnel 
 No report. 
 
Parks & Recreation 

The Anselmo Fund has awarded $15,000 for the ball field at Pineknotter 
Park to the “Parks and Recreation Committee”.  The request was submitted 
by the American Legion Ball Team. Mr. Daddario and Travis Fisher will 
speak to the committee. 
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 Finance 

The Finance Committee will meet on November 28, 2001 at 5:30 p.m. to 
discuss the 2002 budget.  The budget is available in the borough office for 
public inspection. 
  
PennVest has awarded the borough a $1,113,715.00 loan.  Mr. Bowersox 
made a motion to accept the Penn Vest Loan for $1,113,715.00.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion.  The money from this loan will be used to 
correct storm drainage issues that were addressed in the storm water study.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Old Business 
1. The new rates for the Geisinger Health Plan will be discussed at the Finance 

Committee meeting.  The contract for 2002 has been received. 
2. Mr. Troxell said that there is no “Seventh Street” sign at the corner of Seventh and 

Duke Streets.  The street crew will be informed. 
3. Mrs. Groninger asked if the Northumberland Christian School has been reimbursed for 

the Food and Drink License.  The check for $20.00 has not yet been sent.  Mrs. 
Groninger suggested that the costs for the Health Officer and supplies should be 
covered by the income generated from the licenses. 

 
 New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of November 5, 2001.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

2. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

3. Mrs. Gretchen Brosius reported on the two meetings held at Rockefeller 
Township by several municipalities who are considering the formation of a 
Council of Government (COG).  The group is drafting an agreement and plans to 
invite communities in Northumberland County and Snyder County to join.  The 
name is to be the Susquehanna Valley COG or Central Susquehanna Valley COG.  
The initial cost is projected to be $300, with yearly dues of $75.  The council 
would appoint a representative to the group.  Each community could decide what 
projects they are interested in participating in.  By working together, the 
communities can save money by obtaining lower bids for contracts. 

4. The borough has received a resignation letter from Stephen S. Slaton, CPA – 
Attorney, PC.  Mr. Shaffer moved to accept his resignation, with regret.  And also 
to contact the State Borough’s Association for recommendations of how to 
proceed to obtain a new auditor.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
all ayes. 

5. Council discussed the request for a handicapped parking space from Linda Baker, 
at 627 Queen Street.  Mr. Bowersox moved to approve the handicapped parking 
space for Ms. Baker.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion passed 4-3.  It was suggested 
that the current list of handicapped parking spaces be reviewed. 
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Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 4, 2001, 7:00 p.m. 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.            
The Pledge to the Flag was conducted and a Moment of Silent Meditation was observed 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Wendell Wetzel, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  The 14 visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Jim Troup, a member of the Northumberland Fire Board, presented a letter supporting 
Deputy Fire Chief Dave Bogovich.  This letter is on file in the borough office.  Mr. Josh 
Newbury requested comments from the borough council regarding the letter.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that the council acted on the advice of the borough’s solicitor.  A hearing is being 
scheduled in December.  A letter was sent to Mr. Bogovich’s attorney, Robert Muolo.  Mrs. 
Groninger added that the incident was brought to the council’s attention by the Police Chief.   
 
Mr. Pat McPherson, a member of the Number One Fire Department, said that the Fire Board 
is planning to mandate the courses that the volunteer firefighters must have in order to remain 
a volunteer firefighter.  He suggested that the council should go on record stating that the only 
courses needed to be a volunteer firefighter in the borough of Northumberland should be 
those mandated by the state and federal government.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the Public Safety 
Committee would meet with the Fire Board and review the issues.  The Public Safety will 
meet in January.  Mr. Newbury added that the County EMA Director spoke to him about 
additional courses to be offered.  IST and R & I are now required by the state.  The Number 
One’s have seven active firefighters.  The Hookies have 15 to 18 firefighters.   
 
Solicitor’s Report 
The solicitor was unable to attend the meeting, but did send a letter to the borough council 
along with Ordinances to be adopted. 
 
Executive Session  
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss a contract issue. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the 2nd reading of Ordinance 2001-11 (Sanitary Sewers).  Mrs. 
Groninger moved to approve Ordinance 2001-11.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
   
Mr. Wolfe explained that Resolution H provides for fines due to violations of Ordinance 
2001-11 to be set by resolution.  Mr. Bowersox moved to approve Resolution H.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2001-12 (Sidewalk Standards 
Ordinance of 2001).  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-12.  Mr. Bowersox 
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seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton urged the council to send the ordinance back to committee 
to be rewritten.  Mrs. Groninger agreed that the ordinance should not be adopted in the 
current state.  Mr. Carl explained that he is in favor of the ordinance and feels that the 
sidewalks throughout the borough are not safe.  This project will span five years to help 
alleviate any financial hardship this may pose for borough residents.  Roll call vote – Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Ditton, Mr. 
Troxell voted no.  Motion passed 4-3. 
  
Resolution I (designates streets on which sidewalks are required) will be available at the 
December 20th council meeting.   
 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2001-13.  This Ordinance adopts the 
process of setting a schedule to be enacted by resolution for all fines, penalties, and costs for 
violation of ordinances and for all fees and costs charged by the borough for permits, 
hearings, and other services authorized by the borough code or ordinance, resolution, or vote 
of the Borough of Northumberland.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-
13, Fee Schedule Ordinance.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Ordinance Committee discussed modifications to Chapter 2 (Borough Manager), Chapter 
8 (Personnel), Chapter 26 (Fair Housing), Chapter 32 (Insurance Fire Damage), and Chapter 
53 (Taxation) of the code book.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve corrections to the 
Ordinances as recommended by the Ordinance Committee.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Mayor’s Report – No report. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer and Street Inspector 
Supervisor.   
The Water Company plans to install a new line on Priestley Avenue.  The work will be 
finished in the spring before the road is paved. 
Mr. Ruane stated that the items stored in the Second Street School pose a hazard and should 
be cleaned up.  
The swimming pool needs to have more water added to it to support its walls.  Mr. Carl stated 
that one joint needs to be repaired.  He and Travis Fisher are looking into it. 
ButterKrust is installing a new pipe for storm water.  They would like the borough to replace 
the line they are tying into.  Mr. Ruane told ButterKrust that we could supply the pipe but the 
Borough did not have the funds to replace the line.  Mr. Ruane explained that a new pipe is 
planned for the other side of Fifth Street according to the Storm Water Study.  No decision 
has been reached regarding this matter. 
 
Committee Reports 
 Streets 

Mr. Bowersox had no report for the street committee.   
Mr. Bowersox said that DEP has required that the material excavated for the 
placement of the light standards at Pineknotter Park should be placed the in 55-gallon 
water-proof drums or other appropriate containers.   
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Public Safety 
The new ladder truck is at the Hookies and will go into service by the end of January.  
Council has been invited to view the new truck. 

  
Property 
The Property Committee will meet to review the grant specification for the grant for 
the Second Street School.   

  
Ordinance 

 The Ordinance Committee will be meeting on December 19th at 7:00 p.m. 
  

Personnel 
 No Report   
  

Parks & Recreation 
 No Report 
  

Finance  
Mr. Wolfe summarized the proposed 2002 Budget.  The Finance Committee met and 
approved the budget.  General real estate mills have decreased to 19.45 mills.  The 7.5 
mills tax increase covers the following: 4.5 mills for Debt Service; 2 mills for 
Recreation; and 1.5 mills for Fire Equipment purchases. The budget includes nearly 
$60,000 for debt reduction purposes. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the 2002 
Budget, as is.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Council discussed the budget. 
 
The Northumberland Number One Fire Company sent a letter that they are not 
interested in obtaining funds through a tax increase.  The 1.5 mills (Fire Equipment) 
are for the Hookie’s new truck. 
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that she would like to see money included in the budget for 
additional Storm Water Studies and for the Shade Tree Fund.  No money has been 
budgeted for either.  The Shade Tree fund does have a balance of several thousand 
dollars.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked what the EMA turnout gear is.  Mr. Shaffer explained that 
turnout gear is fire protective gear.   
 
Mrs. Groninger had complaints from Mrs. Attinger and Mrs. Young, borough 
residents, about the $4,000 increase for the solicitor.  The committee explained that in 
2001, Atty. Best was paid under two line items in the budget.  He received a stipend 
for attending the monthly meetings, and was paid additionally for legal services 
performed.  This new line item in the budget is for a total of $7,500 for all services 
performed for the year 2002, excluding travel expenses outside of the county.   
 
The fees charged by the Health Officer were discussed.  The fee is being raised to 
$25.00 and all businesses and organizations will be charged, except for entities of the 
borough.   
 
Mr. Wolfe said that Second Street School is to be funded by grants, not taxpayer 
money. 
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The Fire Prevention Contribution is for the Fire Prevention materials distributed to the 
schools.   
 
Salaries were discussed.  The total amount budgeted for salaries is $484,540.82.  This 
amount includes money for a Street Supervisor and another part-time Code Officer.  
The amount budgeted in 2001 was $408,650.00.  The COPS grant requires that the 
borough employ the sixth police officer through March of 2003. 
 
The 1.5 millage rate for the Hookie’s new truck was discussed.  This money is 
designated for the new truck for 2002.  The money could be distributed differently in 
future years, or the tax could be repealed.  Mrs. Groninger noted that each fire 
company has $5,000 in separate accounts that were donations from the UDAG money.  
 
The borough also has an account for Hazardous Materials.  
 
Mrs. Bogovich asked about the money designated in the budget for the recycling 
center.  The recycling center is run by volunteers and the borough incurs much of the 
expense.  These expenses had not been included in prior budgets.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the borough residents are required to recycle, according to a borough ordinance.  
 
Roll call vote to adopt the 2002 budget:  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mr. 
Shaffer, and Mr. Carl voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  
Motion passed 5-2.  

 
Old Business 

1. COG Meeting will be conducted on December 12, 7:00 p.m. at the Rockefeller 
Township Building.  Mrs. Brosius and Mr. Wolfe plan to attend. 

 
2. Penn Vest Loan Information has been received.  Several provisions must be met 

before the borough can close on the loan.  A storm water ordinance must be adopted.  
Mr. Ditton will review the necessary requirements of the Penn Vest loan for closing. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe read a correspondence from Shikellamy School District Superintendent, 

Dr. James Hartman, regarding the intersection at King and Water Streets.  The school 
district will provide busing for the students who live on the lower side of the 
intersection.  Discussion.  A representative from PennDOT will be contacted to meet 
and discuss the problem. 

 
4. Mrs. Brosius received a letter from Norfolk Southern Railroad regarding the “lower 

Water Street bridge”.  The letter states that the crumbled concrete was scraped from 
the bridge and information would be provided to the borough, if the council wishes to 
paint and improve the cosmetics of the bridge at the borough’s cost. 

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to accept the minutes of November 20, 2001.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve paying the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 

motion. Discussion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve subdivision plans submitted by Mark 

Heintzelman.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
4. The borough crew will be picking up Christmas trees after the beginning of the year.  

The final dates for pickup are January 15, 16, & 17, following the street-sweeping 
schedule.  On these final three days, the trees must be on the curb by 8:00 a.m.  The 
crew will drive down each street once and will not go back for trees that are put out 
after they have completed that street. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to advertise for a Street Supervisor and a part-time Code 

Officer. The Personnel Committee will draft the job descriptions.  Mr. Carl seconded 
the motion.  A letter will be sent to the Street Crew informing them of the hire of a 
Street Supervisor and inviting them to apply for the position. Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
6. Mrs. Groninger clarified that the leaves taken to Pineknotter Park are to be used for 

mulch.  Council discussed that any requests of the borough crew should be made 
through the borough office. 

 
7. Mr. Ditton mentioned the handicapped parking space listing.  Mr. Shaffer made a 

motion to require each person with a handicapped parking space to submit a copy of 
their license or placard to the borough by January 31, 2002.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
8. A discussion regarding the lights at Pineknotter Park was tabled for the next council 

meeting. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to adjourn.   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 18, 2001 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.            
The Pledge to the Flag was conducted and a Moment of Silent Meditation was observed 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Wendell 
Wetzel, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The 
seven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the Sewer Authority is working on the bore under King Street so that 
project can be completed. As soon as the Authority knows what work will be completed next 
year, she will inform the council. 
 
Housing Authority 
Atty. Michael Balducci informed the council about the grant that is being received for the mid-
rise for the elderly at Sixth and Orange Streets.  $1.675 million is being borrowed from local 
bank consortium.  The grant is intended for non-construction costs.  
 
Atty. Best entered the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Two items are pending.  A variance with the Zoning Hearing Board is needed.  The Sunbury 
Redevelopment Authority has been approached to be the conduit for the financing and the 
Housing Authority is waiting on their approval.   
 
The grant money will not be drawn on until the bids come in.  The estimated cost is 2 million 
dollars.  The Authority has about 2.3 million dollars in funds available, including the grant.  The 
projected start date is spring.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council is supporting the project, and 
would like to see the project go forward.  Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the grant for the 
Northumberland Housing Authority. Mr. Carl seconded the motion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an executive session at 7:15 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 
7:35 p.m.  A personnel issue was discussed.  The council will be meeting in Executive Session at 
the conclusion of the New Business. 
  
Solicitor’s Report 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the 2nd Reading of Ordinance 2001-13, “Fee Schedule Ordinance of 2001”.  
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-13.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Atty. Best read Resolution I, “Streets on Which Sidewalks are Required”.  Exhibit A is the list of 
sidewalks.   
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Mayor’s Report 
Mr. Wolfe presented Mayor Wetzel with a clock commemorating his term as mayor.  Mayor 
Wetzel thanked the council. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on his work as Code Enforcement Officer.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that Mrs. Gretchen Brosius would be sworn in as mayor on January 5th, 
2002 at 9:30 a.m.  Discussion occurred as to when the current Mayor’s term expires.  If the term 
ends December 31st, the President of Council would be in charge in case of an emergency. 
At the first meeting of the council, January 7th, the council members will be sworn in by the 
Mayor and elections for President, Vice-President, and a Chairman Pro-Tem are held.  At that 
meeting, the council will set up committees, determine a meeting schedule, and vote on 
ordinances.  
 
Committee Reports 
 Streets – No report 
 
 Public Safety – No report 
 

Property –  
Mrs. Groninger spoke with Mr. Redington about a grant meeting for the Second Street 
School.  The committee will meet at a later date. 
 

 Ordinance –  
The committee meets December 19th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Personnel-  
The Personnel Committee received a draft of the job description for the Street Supervisor 
prepared by Mr. Ditton.   
 

 Parks & Recreation – No report 
 
 Finance –  

The Finance Committee is meeting on December 19th at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
Mr. Lee Shaffer has informed the office that Sunbury has increased the Food and Drink 
License to $50 per year.  Mr. Greg Shaffer made a motion to increase the Food & Drink 
License fee to $50 per year.  Only municipal entities are to be excluded.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Bowersox voted aye.  Mr. 
Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted no.  Motion defeated 
2-5. 

 
Mr. Wolfe reviewed the 2002 budget.  Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt the budget.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger expressed concern that another 
storm water study was not included in the budget.  The budget may be reviewed in 
January.  Roll call vote: Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer 
voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger voted no.   Motion passed 5-2.  
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Old Business 
1. One bid for the snow blower was received from V & G Construction, Shamokin, PA.  

The bid was for $7,595.  This amount is below the council’s reserve so the bid was 
rejected. 

2. Mr. Wolfe presented the information from the COG Meeting in Rockefeller Township.  
The Agreement to join the COG must be reviewed and acted upon.  Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to move forward to join the COG.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

3. Penn Vest Loan Information – Mr. Wolfe recommends that the council conduct a work 
session to determine the requirements for the Penn Vest loan.  A work session will be 
held on January 9, 2002 at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Ditton explained the project must begin by 
November 2002 and the closing date must be requested five months in advance.  

4. Traffic Light at King and Water Streets.  Discussion was held regarding the right turn on 
red and PennDot’s recommendations.  
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to prohibit right turns on red at the traffic light on King 
Street turning onto Water Street.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. 
Bowersox and Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion defeated 2-5.    
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to request the PennDot post a “No Left Turn” sign on Water 
Street approaching King Street.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote -- 
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion passed 4-3.  

5. Mr. Wolfe reported on a meeting with Mr. Dwight Walters regarding the borough’s 
franchise with Service Electric Cablevision, Inc.  The cable company has offered the 
borough a franchise of 4.5% of the basic services for 10 years.  Mr. Shaffer made a 
motion to accept Service Electric’s proposal for a 10-year franchise agreement with a rate 
of 4.5% of the gross revenue from the basic cable television service.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All no.  Motion defeated 0-7.   
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to solicit proposals from any cable companies in the region 
who would service the borough.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
all ayes.  Motion passed.   
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the borough realizes a 5% franchise fee on all gross 
revenues from any cable service contracting with the borough.  The contract would 
extend for five years, with the fees paid to the borough on a quarterly basis.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion passed. 

6. Community Development Block Grant.  Mrs. Bowman updated the council regarding the 
$53,000 grant money for Second Street School.  The borough has been asked to 
voluntarily turn back the funds since there are no plans for using the grant in the next 
twelve months. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to return the CDBG money obtained 
through the county for the “removal of architectural barriers” at the Second Street School 
and to reapply at a later date.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mr. Wolfe and 
Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-2.   
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to apply for CDGE funds for stormwater system repairs.  
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion passed.  

7. A letter was received from Mr. Melvin Schlegel regarding funds that were deducted from 
his payment for work at Fifth and Prince Streets.  Another contractor was contacted to 
repair the sewer line that was damaged.  Mr. Bowersox stated that a five-foot piece of 
pipe was missing when Schlegel Excavating completed the repairs.  K. & T. Excavating 
was called to replace the pipe because the Moyers’ sewer line was backing up.  Mr. 
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Wolfe made a motion to reimburse Schlegel Excavating $414.27.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. 
Ditton voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-2.  

8. Mr. Ditton asked if there is any new information about the lights at Pineknotter Park.  
Mr. Carl stated that Larson Design has contacted Mr. Redington and may be sending the 
borough additional information. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the December 4, 2001 minutes as corrected.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion passed. 

2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – all ayes.  Motion passed. 

3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to continue the borough’s agreement with Sunbury 
Community Hospital & Outpatient Center’s Random Testing Consortium for 2002.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion passed.  

4. Mr. Ditton questioned the overtime for the police. The BNI overtime is for police work 
with the drug task force and is reimbursed to the borough.   

5. Mrs. Groninger asked if the letters for the handicapped parking spaces have been sent to 
borough residents.  The letters have been sent.   

6. Mrs. Groninger asked if the curb is painted yellow at the intersection of Water & King 
Streets.  PennDOT had requested that the curb be painted to allow easy access for the 
snow plow.   

7. A monthly report was received from the Penn Valley Airport Authority. 
8. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve Chief Redington’s request for 56.25 hours comp time for 

overtime worked in 2001.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 
 

Executive Session 
Council went into Executive Session at 9:40 p.m. to discuss a legal issue. 
 
Atty. Best excused himself from the Executive Session and left the meeting at 9:40 p.m.   
 
The council meeting was reconvened at 9:55 p.m.  Mr. Bowersox moved to appoint Atty. Eugene 
Brosius as special counsel.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion 
passed. 
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn. 
The meeting was adjourned 9:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Reorganization and Regular Meeting 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
January 7, 2002, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and a Moment of Silent Meditation was observed.  
Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
The “Swearing In” of the new council members was conducted by Mayor Brosius.  The new 
members are Paul J. Bowersox, Gregory D. Carl, Judith H. Groninger, Donald E. Troxell, and 
Bryan M. Wolfe.   
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 
Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
Election of Officers 
Mayor Brosius requested nominations for the office of President. 

• Mr. Bowersox made a motion to nominate Mr. Bryan Wolfe for President.   
• Mr. Ditton made a motion to close the nominations for President.   
• Roll call vote – all ayes, except from Mr. Wolfe, who abstained.  Motion passed 6-0-1.   
• Mr. Wolfe was elected Council President. 

Mayor Brosius requested nominations for the office of Vice-President. 
• Mrs. Groninger made a motion to nominate Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton for Vice-President.  
• Mr. Wolfe moved to nominate Mr. Carl for Vice-President.  
•  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to close the nominations.   
• Roll call vote was conducted on the motion to nominate Mr. Ditton for Vice-President.  

Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Carl voted aye.  Mr. 
Wolfe voted no.  Mr. Ditton abstained.  Motion passed 5-1-1.   

• Mr. Ditton was elected Council Vice-President. 
Mr. Wolfe requested nominations for the office of Chairman Pro-Tem.   

• Mrs. Groninger made a motion to nominate Mr. Carl as Chairman Pro Tem.   
• Mr. Troxell moved to close the nominations.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, 

Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye.  Mr. Carl abstained.  Motion 
passed 6-0-1. 

• Mr. Carl was elected Chairman Pro-Tem. 
 

Executive Session 
The council adjourned at 7:10 p.m. for an Executive Session regarding a personnel issue.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered at this time. 
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Appointment of Committee Members 
Mr. Wolfe announced the committees for 2002: 
Council Representative to the Sewer Authority:  Mr. Bowersox. 
Finance:  Mr. Wolfe, Chairman; Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton.   
Parks and Recreation:  Mr. Carl, Chairman; Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Shaffer.   
Personnel:  Mr. Ditton, Chairman; Mrs. Groninger; and Mr. Wolfe.   
Property:  Mrs. Groninger, Chairwoman; Mr. Carl, and Mr. Troxell.   
Public Safety:  Mr. Shaffer, Chairman; Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe.   
Streets:  Mr. Troxell, Chairman; Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Shaffer.   
 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported on the progress of Priestley Avenue.  A completion date of the end of 
January is expected.  The Sewer Authority will continue to meet on the fourth Monday of every 
month.  The exceptions to this schedule will be December and May when they will meet on the 
third Monday of those months.  The Sewer Authority is looking at their street projects for 2002.  
Ms. Lark had a question as to whether or not Mr. Bowersox will be a voting member of the 
Sewer Authority.  When Mr. Sees was on the Sewer Authority he abstained when a vote related 
directly to the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe stated that no one from the Sewer Authority would be 
bumped, and that Mr. Bowersox would not be given a vote if the borough code limits 
membership to the existing five seats.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer.  His report is on file at the 
Borough Office. Mr. Wolfe asked for Mr. Ruane and Mr. Bowersox’s input as to when he 
thought it would be best to add another Code Enforcement Officer.  They both thought that 
summer would be a good time.  Mr. Wolfe also asked Mr. Ruane when he thought the Renter’s 
Fee Notice letters should be sent.  Mr. Ruane thought now was a good time.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated her appreciation to Mr. Ruane for the good work he has done.  
 
Mayor’s Report – no report 
 
Meeting Dates Set 
Council discussed the meeting dates for 2002.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to establish meeting 
times for the Borough Council.  The next meeting will be on January 22 and all meetings 
thereafter will be held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month except for July, which will be held 
only on July 16th, and November, which will be held on Monday, November 4th and Tuesday, 
November 19th.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion passed.  
 
New Business 

• Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt Resolution A - Fees and Penalties, 2002.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted no. Motion passed 6-1. 

• Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-1, “Amendment to Landlord Regulation 
Ordinance of 2002”, first reading.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. Discussion was held 
regarding landlords who own multiple units and how this ordinance will affect them. Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton 
voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.  Final reading will be at the next 
meeting, January 22, 2002. 
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• Resolution B, 2002, “Streets on which Sidewalks are Required”, was tabled until the next 
meeting. 

• Mrs. Groninger moved to reappoint Kenneth Diehl to the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• Mrs. Groninger made a motion to approve the bills for payment.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the minutes of December 18, 2001.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• Mr. Shaffer moved to approve subdivision plans submitted by Linda Yerger.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion was held. Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mrs. Groninger and Mr. 
Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 

• Mr. Carl moved to accept the proposal for the printing of the 2002 tax bills from the 
Northumberland County Assessment Office.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

• One of the garage doors at the building rented to A.R.E.A. Services needs to be replaced.  
Mr. Troxell has obtained quotes on three doors from Glick’s.  The other garage door was 
damaged.  A.R.E.A. Services paid for the repairs.  Quotes will be obtained from other 
companies. 

• Mrs. Groninger acknowledged the monthly police report received from Chief Redington.   
 

Old Business 
• Mr. Bowersox moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-2, the agreement to join the Central 

Susquehanna COG, first reading.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion was held. 
Roll call vote – all ayes.  Final reading will be at the next meeting, January 22, 2002. 

• Mr. Wolfe explained that the council could reopen the 2002 budget.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated that the borough is including millage for fire equipment with the condition that an 
audited report is provided from any fire company that requested money.  The audited 
report has not been received.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to reopen the budget.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer, 
Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion 
failed 1-6.    
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that an audited report must be received from the 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Fire Company by May 15, 2002.  If this audit is not 
received, the millage will be set aside in a separate account or reimbursed to the taxpayer.  
Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, 
Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion 
passed 6-1.   Mr. Jim Troup requested that a letter be sent to Jerry Aurand, President of 
the Hookies, informing him of the council’s condition. 

• Council discussed advertising for a street supervisor by February 1.  Mr. Ditton has 
drafted a job description for the other council members to review.  Mr. Bowersox stated 
that some of the street crew do not feel that a street supervisor is needed.  Mr. Bowersox 
does support hiring a street supervisor.  

 
Executive Session - Personnel Issue 
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Troxell went into an executive session with Atty. 
Brosius at 9:20 p.m.  The meeting reconvened at 9:55 p.m.   
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Mr. Shaffer made a motion to extend the meeting to 10:15.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – all ayes. 
 
Personnel Hearing Decision 
Mr. Wolfe read the Conclusions of the council members who served as the hearing board: 

 
David Bogovich, the First Assistant Fire Chief of the Fire Department of the Borough of 

Northumberland, made remarks of a sexual nature to Kelly Spigelmeyer, an officer of the 
Northumberland Borough Police Department, which were offensive to her.  In so doing, Mr. 
Bogovich engaged in conduct unbecoming an officer of the Fire Department of the Borough 
of Northumberland. 

 
David Bogovich, the First Assistant Fire Chief of the Fire Department of the Borough of 

Northumberland, responded to an accident scene after having consumed four beers, and with 
the strong odor of alcohol on his breath.  This presented a negative image for the Borough 
and its Fire Department and constituted conduct unbecoming an officer of the Fire 
Department of the Borough of Northumberland. 

 
David Bogovich lied in the presence of Larry Redington, Chief of the Northumberland 

Borough Police Department, when he denied making any comments to Officer Kelly 
Spigelmeyer, except a comment about her blushing.  This was conduct unbecoming an 
officer of the Fire Department of the Borough of Northumberland. 

 
Mr. Wolfe also read the hearing board’s Determination:  

 
Having found that David Bogovich engaged in the three acts of misconduct above, the 

Hearing Board sustains his suspension by the Northumberland Borough Council and directs 
that his suspension continue for two years during which time he shall not serve as an officer 
of the Fire Department of the Borough of Northumberland.  Thereafter, if elected by the Fire 
Board pursuant to the Fire Department Ordinance, he may be considered for approval as 
Second Assistant Chief of the Fire Department of the Borough of Northumberland.  

 
Mr. Shaffer recommended setting a Public Safety Meeting for Wednesday, January 23rd, at 7:00 
p.m. to review the update of the EMA plan.  Fire Police, EMA, and the borough council are all 
invited. 
 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

January 22, 2002  
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and a Moment of Silent Meditation was observed.  
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 
Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. 
Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
Larson Design Group, Inc. - Storm Water Project 
Mr. Max Inkrote reviewed the plans for the storm water project with the council.  He and others 
with Larson’s are in contact with PennVest authorities to determine the requirements that the 
engineering group must meet for the loan.  Council stressed that the bids must be out by April 1, 
2002.   
 
Atty. James Best, borough solicitor, arrived at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Council discussed whether or not the project would require a voter referendum.  Atty. Best’s 
preliminary conclusion is that the borough would need a referendum for the project and that the 
Board of Elections would need notified by February 1, 2002.   
 
Public Comment 
The fifteen visitors present introduced themselves.   
 
Mr. Clifford Shaffer voiced his opposition to the 1.5 mills of tax added to the budget this year for 
fire equipment.  If the money were to pay for the fire hydrants, he would not be protesting.  But 
he does not feel that the money should be spent for a new fire truck.  A former borough council 
decided to permit the fire companies to operate small games of chance in lieu of tax money being 
spent for fire equipment.  He stated that if the council was going to pay for the Hook & Ladder 
Fire Company’s truck, the truck should be titled in the borough’s name.  He stated that other fire 
companies are utilizing trucks that are over 35 years old.  Mr. Shaffer also suggested that the 
number of officers in the Police Department could be reduced to five.  Mr. Shaffer had spoken 
with Mr. Bowersox who voted against the millage for fire equipment. 
 
Several members of the borough street crew were in attendance.  Mr. Wolfe thanked them for 
attending the meeting.  Mr. Don Keeley answered questions about the borough trucks and the 
snow removal.  The crew has an answering machine at the garage and they try to accommodate 
residents who call about snow removal. 
The street crew will assist in removing the Christmas decorations. 
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Council members thanked the crew for their efforts during the snow storms. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 

• Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the authority has not met since the last borough council 
meeting.  The next meeting of the Sewer Authority is Monday, January 28th at 7:00 p.m.  
Work is continuing on Priestley Avenue.   

• Mr. Bowersox thanked Mr. Wolfe for the appointment to the Sewer Authority and stated 
that he declined the appointment.   

• Mr. Keeley voiced his appreciation to the Sewer Authority for the help received from 
Budd Reader during the snow storms. 

 
Mayor's Report 

• Mayor Brosius has reviewed the Emergency Operational Plan manual.  The Public Safety 
Committee will meet tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the manual. 

• Mayor Brosius read a report from the Revitalization Committee and thanked the council 
for extending money to the committee for the railroad print sale.  The money loaned by 
the borough has been returned and a $1,300 profit has been realized thus far.  She asked 
permission from the council for several projects that the committee would like to 
undertake.  One project would be a permanent Community Bulletin Board to be placed at 
the end of the King Street Park.  The committee would like to see the bricked crosswalks 
in the downtown area restored. The committee plans to clean the bulbs and globes of the 
downtown street lights.  The railroad underpass clean-up and repairs is another project 
that the committee plans to undertake.  A historic brochure is being planned.  The next 
meeting of the Revitalization Committee is February 11, 2002. 

• The Northumberland County Conservation Office is selling trees and shrubs.  Ms. 
Brosius suggested that items be purchased for the area around the underpass with funds 
from the Shade Tree Account.   

• Brochures are available in the borough office for the Susquehanna Valley Visitor’s 
Bureau.  The borough is a member of the bureau.  Community activities can be 
advertised in the brochures.   

• Mayor Brosius remarked that the ambulance cards from A.R.E.A. Services do not 
mention the fact that the company is in the borough.  She felt that borough residents 
should be made aware of the fact that the service is located in the borough, in the former 
Rescue Squad building.   

• Mr. Redington reported that PennDOT has requested a meeting with the council to 
discuss a pedestrian crossing on Duke Street.  The time of the meeting has not been 
finalized.       

• Mr. Wolfe voiced the council’s approval for the Downtown Revitalization Committee’s 
plans. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on his activity for the month.  The report is on file in the borough office.  
The Zoning Board has a hearing scheduled for January 29, 2002 at 7:30 p.m. for the 
Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation’s variance.   
 
Committee Reports 

Streets 
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Mr. Troxell reported that two of the borough trucks are being repaired.  Mr. Wolfe 
recommended that the Street Committee continue to develop a long-range plan for the 
street paving.  Mrs. Groninger reminded council that one tractor trailer or garbage 
compactor traveling on borough streets is the same as 1,000 cars. 
 

 Finance – No report 
 
Recreation   

• Mr. Carl stated that the committee met last Thursday with representatives from 
SEDA-Cog to discuss the Susquehanna Greenways project.  Over a time period of 
three years, municipalities will be asked to spruce up the areas within one mile of 
the river.  That would encompass most of the borough.  Jerra Carl has volunteered 
to attend the meetings, if council approves.  Mrs. Carl is a member of the Parks 
and Recreation Committee.  Council approved her attendance at the Susquehanna 
Greenways meetings.  

• The meeting to discuss the pool project is scheduled for February 6th at 6:00 p.m. 
• The skating rink at the park has been discontinued due to remarks from residents.   

The rink will be removed as soon as the weather permits.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
residents should bring their complaints to the council rather than to the Recreation 
Committee members.   

 
Property  

• Mrs. Groninger submitted a written report about the Property Committee meeting 
held on January 30, 2002. The report is on file in the borough office.  She noted 
one correction.  Those in attendance should include Mayor Brosius.   

• A time schedule is in place for the ball field at Pineknotter Park.  The lighting 
project should be completed by the end of April, according to Mr. Redington.  
The rehabilitation of the ball field is part of the project.  The field should be ready 
for ball games this year, whether or not the lights are installed.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated that volunteers are working to complete the ground work.  Mr. Mike 
Daddario requested the council’s support in completing the field.  The street crew 
may be asked to assist with the project as their schedules permit.  Mr. Keeley 
stated that crew members are willing to volunteer on their own time.  Mr. Shaffer 
questioned if the crew may legally volunteer their time while working with 
borough equipment and doing job-related functions.  Atty. Best felt that the crew 
members could volunteer, if they choose to do so.  If an accident should occur, 
workman’s compensation would still apply, according to Atty. Best.   Mrs. 
Groninger moved to allow the borough crew to volunteer their time at Pineknotter 
Park on their off-hours, using borough equipment.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
The solicitor approved the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Council also agreed 
that the crew members may work at Pineknotter Park during working hours, if the 
schedule permits and the street committee chairman approves.   

• A new garage door has been ordered for the Rescue Building.  The current door 
has been repaired temporarily.   

• Construction of the new roof at the Second Street School has not yet begun. 
 
Public Safety  
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• A committee meeting is scheduled for tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m. to review 
the Emergency Disaster Plan, according to Mr. Shaffer.   

• Mr. Shaffer was informed by the fire chief that he plans to resign.  However, a 
written resignation has not been submitted.   

• At the last Ordinance Committee Meeting, the committee reviewed the ordinances 
pertaining to the Fire Department and Fire Protection.  Mr. Wolfe moved that the 
Fire Chief, First Assistant Fire Chief, and Second Assistant Fire Chief should be 
approved by the Borough Council after being approved by the Fire Board.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion.  If necessary, the council may appoint a fire chief 
from outside the borough on a temporary basis, if the current chief resigns.  Atty. 
Best added that the new ordinance could include that the borough council has the 
authority to discipline or remove an officer for just cause.  Mr. Wolfe amended 
his motion.  Mr. Shaffer amended his second.  Discussion.  Atty. Best stated that 
the borough’s position has been that the council has the inherent power to 
discipline or remove an officer for just cause.  By adding this wording to the 
ordinance, the borough’s position is clarified.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

   
Personnel 
Mr. Ditton has prepared a job description for the Street Supervisor.  He requested input 
from the other council members before finalizing the job description.  Atty. Best’s 
opinion was that the Personnel Committee should conduct the interviews for the position.  
Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise for the Street Supervisor and to interview the applicants at 
a Special Council Meeting to be held in Executive Session, closed to the public.  The 
current street crew members are strongly urged to apply.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.    
 
Ordinance 
The Ordinance Committee will meet on February 12, 2002 at 6:00 p.m.  
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  

Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted 
aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
2. The minutes of the January 7, 2002 meeting were discussed.   A correction to the minutes 

was noted.  Mr. Wolfe, not Mayor Brosius, requested nominations for Chairman Pro-
Tem.  Mrs. Groninger moved to accept the minutes as corrected.  Mr. Troxell seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
3. Mr. Bowersox moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-3, Amendment to Telecommunications 

Act of 2001 (1st reading).  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll Call vote – All ayes.  
The second reading of this ordinance will be at the February 5, 2002 council meeting. 

 
4. Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint the Northumberland Special Fire Police for 2002.  Mr. 

Bowersox seconded the motion.  The fire police are Captain Jon Apple, Lieutenant & 
Secretary Herbert W. Gottshall, Jr., Sergeant & Treasurer Herbert W. Gottshall, III, and 
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Patrolmen Robert Ciotti, Gary McNeir, William Farone, Budd Reader, and Thomas 
Cropf.  The motion was amended to include council’s gratitude for the time these men 
donate to the borough in performing this service.  Roll call vote – All ayes.     

 
5. Mr. Troxell moved to hire Forgett & Kerstetter, P.C. to audit the borough’s accounts for 

the years 2001, 2002, and 2003 at a cost of $2,125 per year.  If a single audit is required 
by PennVest, the cost for a single audit would be $750.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to reappoint Mr. Robert Waltz to the Appeals Board for 

the term ending 1/31/05.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
7. Mrs. Groninger moved to engage Statewide Tax Recovery, Inc. to collect the delinquent 

2001 per capita taxes.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 

Old Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-1, Amendment to Landlord Ordinance of 

2002.  This is the second reading of this ordinance.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  This 
ordinance adds the civil penalties to the current ordinance, as requested by District Justice 
Bolton, and authorizes the council to address the rate for inspections of the rental 
properties that have more than ten units.  By adopting this ordinance the council would 
have the option of negotiating a flat rate for inspections for those property owners who 
have more than ten rental units.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, 
Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Troxell and Mrs. Groninger voted 
no.  Motion passed 5-2.   

 
2. Mr. Dwight Walters of Service Electric Cablevision, Inc. was present at the meeting.  Mr. 

Walters has been negotiating the franchise agreement with the council.  He feels progress 
has been made in the negotiations. Mr. Wolfe explained that the council will vote on the 
franchise agreement after the second reading of Ordinance 2002-3 at the February 4, 
2002 council meeting.  This ordinance establishes the borough’s right to negotiate a 
franchise agreement to be adopted by resolution. Mr. Walters said that a franchise 
agreement will be forwarded to the council for review.  Mr. Walters also informed the 
council that Service Electric has several bucket trucks for sale.    

 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 
 
3. Mayor Brosius and Mr. Wolfe have been attending the planning meeting for the Central 

Susquehanna COG.  This organization would benefit the borough in that the 
municipalities in the COG could put out contracts as a group, thus saving money for each 
municipality.  Mr. Don Free, of PennDOT, has been coordinating the efforts.  Mr. Shaffer 
moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-2 Central Susquehanna COG.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  This is the second reading of the ordinance.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye.  Mrs. Groninger 
was absent for the vote.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 
Mrs. Groninger returned to the council meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
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4. Council discussed Resolution C-2002 – the appointment of a voting member & alternate 

to the Central Susquehanna COG.  Mr. Wolfe requested nominations.  No one offered 
any nominations at this time.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the resolution to give council time to 
consider the borough’s representation to the COG.  

 
5. Mr. Wolfe read Resolution B-2002.  This resolution designates locations where sidewalks 

are required throughout the borough.  Mr. Ditton explained a map which illustrated the 
locations.  Mr. Bowersox moved to adopt Resolution B-2002.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Council discussed the exceptions provided for in the resolution.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion passed 4-3. 

 
Mr. Bowersox offered comments at the end of the meeting. 
  
He noted that five of the representatives at the table had belonged to "Citizens for a Better 
Norry".  He added that, in his opinion, this council was not "Citizens for a Better Norry."  
Mrs. Groninger took exception to the remark, noting that the current borough office 
employees are willing to help people who call or come into the office, the borough’s Code 
Enforcement Officer enforces the codes, and the borough street crew is comprised of good 
workers.  Mr. Bowersox stated that he approved the hiring of the workers on the borough 
crew.  Mrs. Brosius commented that Mr. Bowersox voted to close Pineknotter Park and Jolly 
Hollow.  Mr. Wolfe maintained that Mr. Bowersox is angry with Mr. Wolfe because he 
replaced Mr. Bowersox as the Street Committee chairman.  Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone 
wished to make a motion to overturn the committee assignments. No motion was given. 
  
Mr. Bowersox said that he would not bring up the issue again; but would show by his vote 
how he feels, as he did during this meeting.  However, he would not vote negatively for 
anything that is for the betterment of the community.  Mr. Wolfe stated that anyone who does 
not vote for the betterment of the borough should not be sitting on council.   
  
In conclusion to his remarks, Mr. Bowersox stated that he was unable to supervise the 
borough crew "at the end" because he felt council members were going behind his back.  
Mrs. Groninger replied that council members had worked with him and no one was going 
behind anyone's back. 
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Regular Stated Council Meeting 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
February 5, 2002  

 
Vice-President Charles “Bud” Ditton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Gregory 
Shaffer, and Donald Troxell.  Judith Groninger and Bryan Wolfe were absent.  Others present 
were Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
The fourteen visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Jerra Carl reported on the meeting she attended concerning the Greensway Organization.  
Funding is available for projects that are within one mile of the Susquehanna River.  
Representatives from the Greensway Organization offered to attend meetings of various 
committees in the borough.  Discussion was held.  It was suggested that the Northumberland/ 
Point Township Revitalization Committee should be made aware of this funding.  This 
committee meets on February 11, 2002 at 7:30 p.m.   
 
Atty. Best arrived at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Atty. Gene Brosius reported that the Second Street School Committee met last evening.  The 
committee is considering starting a Capital Fund Drive.  They also plan to meet twice a month, 
the first and third Mondays, if council has no objections.  Council approved the meetings.  The 
roof trusses for the new roof are expected in two weeks.   
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that Priestley Avenue is progressing nicely.  The new main is being 
used and the laterals will be connected.  The Authority has not yet determined their work for this 
year.  The work on Priestley Avenue should be completed within the month. 
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that she attended the Fire Board Meeting on January 28.  The committee 
will send the mayor a copy of the minutes, once approved.  The Fire Board’s next meeting is 
scheduled for Feb. 26 at 6:45 p.m. at the Hookies.  
 
Mayor Brosius explained that she reluctantly signed the Landlord Ordinance.  The reason she 
signed the document is that this ordinance adds the criminal penalty, as required by District 
Justice Bolton.  However, Ms. Brosius does not agree with the section of the ordinance that 
allows property owners with more than 10 rental units to negotiate a lower inspection fee.   
 
Ms. Brosius is currently reviewing the Police Procedure and Policy Manual.  
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Several members of the borough council, the Chief of Police, and Borough Secretary met with 
PennDOT and Professor McGinnis, an engineering professor from Bucknell and students in his 
engineering class.  They will be conducting a traffic study in the borough within the next few 
months. 
 
The Pineknotter Days Association is requesting the use of the Second Street School playground 
area during Pineknotter Days for rides, etc.  No objections were raised. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activities for the month of January.  The report is on file in the 
borough office. 
 
Mr. Ruane suggested that the Property Committee visit the Recycling Building.  Mr. Ditton 
requested that Don Troxell and Greg Carl check out the building. 
 
Committee Reports 

• Finance – no report 
 
• Parks and Recreation  

The committee met with a representative from the Greenways Organization.   
 

• Personnel  
An advertisement is being prepared for the Street Supervisor.   

 
• Property   

A meeting is scheduled for tomorrow evening at 6:00 p.m. in the borough hall. 
 

• Public Safety   
The Fire Police had requested $900 for equipment from the Fire Relief Association.  The 
Fire Relief Association had approved the funding; however the Hookies stated that the 
money was needed for the new fire truck.  Mr. Carl voiced his opinion that the Fire 
Police should be able to receive money for their equipment and that the Hookies should 
have had plans in place for the funding of the truck before it was purchased.  Discussion.  
The Fire Relief Association will disburse funds to the Fire Police; however, the money is 
taken from the Northumberland Fire Companies share of the relief money.  The Fire 
Relief Association was told that the Northumberland Fire Board has established a policy 
for obtaining funds from the Fire Relief.  Council agreed that if the Fire Board has 
policies about disbursing funds, they would like to receive a copy of the policies.  Ms. 
Brosius requested that she be sent copies of the board’s policies when she was at the 
January 28th meeting.  The Public Safety Committee will make an official request.   

 
• Streets – The cable company has offered the borough a bucket van for $3,000.  Mr. 

Troxell recommended that the borough purchase truck #455 for the street crew.  Mr. 
Bowersox asked if the truck had been inspected.  Mr. Walters informed the council that 
the van has been serviced regularly.  Mr. Troxell moved to purchase the bucket van from 
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Service Electric Cablevision, Inc. for $3,000.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• Mr. Bowersox asked why the spreaders are not on the two large trucks.  Mr. Troxell 
stated that one truck does have a spreader on it.  Mr. Bowersox added that one spreader 
was sitting outside and becoming rusty.  Mr. Troxell will check into it.    

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton read Ordinance 2002-3, Amendment to Telecommunications Act of 2001.  
This was the second reading.  Mr. Carl moved to adopt ordinance 2002-3.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

2. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to adopt Resolution C – 2002 and appoint Mr. Don Troxell 
as the voting member with signature authority to the Central Susquehanna Council of 
Governments.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Ditton 
nominated Mr. Bowersox as the alternate member of the COG.  Mr. Bowersox declined.  
Mr. Shaffer moved to assign Mrs. Judith Groninger as the alternate member of the 
Central Susquehanna Council of Governments, under Resolution C-2002.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

3. Mr. Ditton provided the council with a written update concerning the Storm Water 
Project and PennVest loan.  He has prepared a list of requirements; who should be 
responsible for completing them, and the due date for each.  A May 1, 2002 bid date is 
the target date.  Larson Design Group, Inc. has submitted a proposal for the Storm Sewer 
Design and Construction Agreement.  Larson’s will provide a senior inspector to be on 
site once a week.  They recommend that the borough hire a resident inspector.  PennVest 
has also recommended that a resident inspector be hired.  Mr. Bowersox stated that Paul 
Ruane could be the inspector and Mr. Bowersox could oversee the inspection.  Mr. 
Bowersox was the inspector at the Sewer Plant several years ago.  Mrs. Brosius asked if 
new storm sewer is to be placed on Sixth Street.  At this time, Larson’s had not 
recommended new storm sewers on Sixth Street.  A typo in the document was noted.  
The number of easements included in this proposal is fifteen, not four. Mr. Shaffer 
moved to accept Larson’s proposal, with the correction noted.  Mr. Bowersox seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Bowersox 
voted no.  Motion passed 4-1.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total $3,898.01 
and the bills from the Liberty Pool Account total $13.98. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 22, 2002 council 

meeting.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 4-1. 

 
3. Atty. Best has not yet received Resolution D-2002, the Franchise Agreement with Service 

Electric Cablevision, Inc.  Mr. Walters stated that it was completed and Atty. Best should 
receive it shortly.  No action was taken. 

 



 4

4. The Mountain Valley Bassmasters have requested use of the Hanover Street launch for a 
Bass Tournament on August 4, 2002 from 5:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Mr. Bowersox made a 
motion to permit the group to use the launch.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Mr. Shaffer 
suggested that the launch at the Point be used instead.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – Mr. 
Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Troxell voted no.  
Motion passed 3-2.  The topic was discussed further.  Council is recommending that the 
group consider using the Point instead of the Hanover Street launch.  More parking space 
is available at the Point.  Mr. Shaffer added that the dock at the Point is for public use; 
while the dock at Hanover Street is a private dock.  Mr. Ruane stated that the Park 
Superintendent at the marina had offered used docks to the borough.   

 
5. The borough had received a letter from Northumberland County’s Chief Assessor stating 

that the county would not be printing the borough’s tax bills.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion 
to authorize engaging Data Pro or another company to print the borough’s tax bills if the 
county assessment office refuses to print them.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6. Mr. Ditton announced that PennDOT is recommending lighted crosswalks on Duke Street 

instead of stoplights.  The lights are recessed in the street.  When the button is pushed, the 
lights blink on and off.  The pedestrian is reminded to be careful crossing the street.  The 
crosswalks have been installed in Montoursville.  PennDOT would pay for the 
installation; the borough would responsible for paying the monthly electric bill.  Mr. 
Redington is meeting with the group from Bucknell on Thursday morning to discuss the 
traffic study.  In order for an intersection to qualify for a stoplight, 53 cars per hour must 
enter the intersection from a cross street during eight hours of an average day.   

 
7. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to renew the permit to install a floating structure on 

Commonwealth waters.  This is for the dock at the Point.  The permit fee is $10.00.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.   Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Regular Stated Council Meeting 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
February 19, 2002  

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Gregory 
Shaffer, Donald Troxell, Judith Groninger, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Gretchen H. Brosius, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
The community members present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Robert E. Moyer of Fifth and Prince Street commented on the Sidewalk Ordinance.  He felt 
that the ordinance itself was good but needed to have more exceptions.  He felt that it was 
impractical to require sidewalks on Prince Street between Fifth and Sixth Streets.  He also felt 
the only need for sidewalks was for mail carriers.  His mail is delivered by vehicle not carrier.   
He would also have to dig out some trees that were recently planted and there is an embankment 
on his property.  He has requested that the Borough Council make an exception to the ordinance 
for Prince Street between Fifth and Sixth Streets. 
 
Mr. Carl answered Mr. Moyer’s concerns by stating that the ordinance contains a provision for 
the concerns he has stated.  Mr. Moyer could apply for an exception. The ordinance itself was 
not to be enforced for five years.  Mr. Wolfe told Mr. Moyer that coming to the council was the 
appropriate first step to applying for an exception to the ordinance.  The Public Safety 
Committee will be responsible for reviewing the requests for exemptions. When the committee 
made a decision regarding Mr. Moyer’s property, he will be contacted.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that 
exemption forms should be made available for the public.  
 
Mr. William Swoyer had the same concerns as Mr. Moyer and his property will also be 
considered for the exemption. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that Priestley Avenue is almost complete. 
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that she visited the pedestrian crossing in Montoursville.  She has some 
questions as to how it would work in the borough.   
 
Jim Neitz came to see her about an auction that is scheduled.  Participating municipalities need 
to respond by February 25.  The borough receives 90% of the sales; the auctioneer keeps 10%.   
 
There was a complaint of a school bus being parked on the street, which block the drivers’ view.  
There is a similar problem with large delivery trucks.  The bus is parked on Orange between 
Second and Third Street.    She also mentioned a complaint to the Street Committee about the 
leaf picker blowing dust. 
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The council discussed the fact that no complaint should be brought to the council unless the 
person has given their name along with the complaint. 
 
The Revitalization Committee met on February 11, 2002.  Eve Minson from SEDA-COG will 
come to the April 8 meeting to brainstorm on a current project.  The committee would also like 
to see market vendors in the downtown area this summer.  There are no ordinances that would 
preclude a market.  The council will check with the solicitor.  The committee is awaiting the 
guidelines for the underpass clean-up and would like to coordinate the clean-up with the closing 
of the underpass when the road is paved.  This would occur on either an evening or a Saturday.  
PennDot has not set a date yet.  The next Revitalization Committee meeting will be March 11, 
2002. 
 
The Improvement Committee met last evening.  The work on the gazebo will begin in March.  
The Improvement Committee will pay for the cost of transporting the SUN Vo-tech students and 
the cost of materials.  The work on the gazebo will be completed by April 13. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Attorney Best could not be present at the meeting, but he prepared a written report for council.  
Resolution D-2002, the franchise agreement with Service Electric, will be discussed later.  Fire 
Ordinance 2002-4 will be added to the agenda and discussed during New Business.  A first vote 
will be taken this evening.  Delinquent Rental fees and the Fifth Street issue will be discussed 
later in the meeting.  Issues 2, 3, and 4 of the report cannot be discussed in public. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane gave a report on his activities.  He will have to cite one of the landlords for failure to 
comply with the rental ordinance.   
Mr. Ruane informed the council that ButterKrust is concerned about the possibility of hitting the 
fire hydrant at the corner of Fifth and Prince Streets.  It was suggested that the company contact 
the water company. 
 
Committee Reports 

• Streets 
Bryan Wolfe reviewed the street projects scheduled for 2002.  The streets scheduled to be 
recycled and paved are Priestley Avenue from Queen Street to the new pavement (PG 
Energy will pay for a portion of Priestley Avenue.); Hanover Street from Water Street to 
Priestley Avenue; Second Street from Duke Street to Queen Street; and Fifth Street from 
Duke Street to Queen Street.  Mr. Don Keeley explained that several of the alleys from 
Priestley Avenue to Water Street are in poor condition.  If at all possible, they should be 
repaired.   

 
• Property  

1. Mrs. Groninger announced that the rent for the Rescue Building is past due for the 
month of February.  The company will be contacted. 

2. The new garage door has been installed at the Rescue Building.  Repair to the 
downspout is needed.  The crew should be able to complete this once the bucket truck 
is available. 
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3. Mr. Bowersox questioned where the money is coming from to pay for the bucket 
truck.  Mr. Wolfe replied that there is money budgeted for small machinery and the 
amount for the truck can be taken from that account. 

4. The contractor will begin replacing the roof at the Second Street School in the near 
future. 

5. Mr. Bowersox remarked that only one person on the Property Committee attended the 
Property Committee Meeting this past month.  Mrs. Groninger explained that she 
intended to be there but was out of town.  The meeting had been advertised.  Mr. 
Wolfe added that he was present.  And that council had discussed, at one time, that as 
president of council, he could serve as other member of the committee if only one 
member of the committee was present.  Other members of council were present and 
no action was taken. 

6. Mr. Wolfe commended the Second Street School Committee, and Mr. Redington in 
particular, for the work they have done thus far in planning the future of the building 
and applying for funds.  Mr. Redington will provide the council with specifics in the 
near future for council’s approval.      

 
• Finance – No report 

 
• Public Safety 

Mr. Shaffer reported that the No. 1 Fire Department is submitting a nomination to the 
Fire Board for the 2nd Assistant Fire Chief position.  No official letter of resignation has 
been received from Josh Newbury as of yet.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he has not responded 
to phone calls.  Mr. Jim Troup told the council that Mr. Newbury is still the Fire Chief 
and that he was attending a training session this evening.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
send a certified letter to Josh Newbury, asking for his official status as Fire chief.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton questioned why a letter should be sent and 
felt that if the borough has not received a resignation, Mr. Newbury is still the Fire Chief.  
Mr. Shaffer explained that one month ago Mr. Newbury had told him that he was 
resigning and would submit a letter.  Mr. Newbury is a representative from the No. 1’s.  
Mayor Brosius asked if the Hookies Fire Department was going to submit a name to the 
Fire Board for the 1st Assistant Fire Chief position.   She feels that since the ordinance 
stipulates three Fire Chief positions, that the departments should fill those positions.  Mr. 
Troup explained that Mr. Newbury had rescinded his decision to resign.  Roll call vote on 
the motion to send a letter to Mr. Newbury – Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe all voted aye.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion 
passed 5-2. 

 
• Personnel  

The Street Supervisor position was advertised.  Members of the Street crew are 
encouraged to apply.  Applications will be accepted until February 22, 2002. 

 
• Parks and Recreation – No report. 

 
 

Old Business 
1. The bids for the completion of the ballfield at Pineknotter Park, including the installation 

of lights, were opened this afternoon.  Five bids were received.  The apparent low bidder 
was I. Ray Zimmerman with a bid of $294,700.  The bid information is on file in the 
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borough office.  The amount of the grant received from the state was $163,000.  
Additional money is needed if the work is to be completed.  Mr. Carl moved to request 
approximately $135,000 from DCNR for additional grant money for the Pineknotter Park 
ball field lights.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  
The bid was not awarded at this time.   

 
2. The PennVest loan application was discussed.  Last year, the borough’s borrowing base 

was determined to be $798,352.  This would permit the borough to borrow approximately 
$2,000,000 without holding a referendum.  Other requirements were reviewed.  Mr. 
Wolfe suggested that the Personnel Committee meet with Atty. Best to review some of 
these requirements.  Any evening except for a Wednesday would be convenient for the 
members of the Personnel Committee. 

 
3. The council discussed Resolution D-2002, the franchise agreement with Service Electric 

Cablevision, Inc.  Mr. Walters stated that the resolution was sent to the solicitor two 
weeks ago.  Since the council did not receive copies of the resolution until this afternoon, 
action was tabled until the next meeting.     

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2002-4, “Fire Department Ordinance of 2002”.  Mr. Bowersox 
moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-4; Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  The second reading of this ordinance will be at the March 5, 2002 council 
meeting. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  

Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $15,677.82, the 
Parking Meter Fund bills total $50.00, and the bills from the Liberty Pool Account total 
$3,781.97. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 5, 2002 council 

meeting.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

4. Council discussed an area of unopened Fifth Street where a property owner has a shed 
that extends onto the borough’s right-of-way.  The council had previously declined to sell 
a portion of the unopened Fifth Street to another borough resident with adjacent property.  
Mr. Troxell made a motion to send a letter to the property owner informing him of the 
problem.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Keeley recommended that 
council have someone contact the property owner personally to explain the problem.  
Council requested that the Code Enforcement Officer contact the property owner to 
resolve the issue.  The motion was tabled. 

 
5. A list of landlords who have not paid the yearly rental fee for 2001 has been compiled.  

Council discussed how to collect the delinquent fees.  The collection agency charges a 
50% commission.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to notify to landlords who have not paid 
the yearly rental fee for 2001.  The letters are to inform the landlords that if the fee is not 
paid within 10 days, the landlord will be responsible for paying all costs associated with 
collecting the fees.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and 
Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 4-3. 
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6. The Berwick Bass Association requested permission to use the launch at Hanover Street 

on June 23, 2002 from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for a closed fishing tournament.  
Discussion.  Mr. Ditton moved to permit the Berwick Bass Association use of the launch 
at the Point for their fishing tournament.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell 
voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   

 
7. The borough has no substitute crossing guards.  Mr. Shaffer moved to advertise for 

substitute crossing guards.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

8. Mr. Ditton stated that if applications for the Street Supervisor position were received, the 
Personnel Committee would review the applications. 

 
9. Mr. Bowersox questioned if committee meetings would be held monthly.  Mr. Wolfe 

stated that some of the committees do not meet on a regular basis.  Council discussed 
dates for various committee meetings.  The Street Committee will meet on March 12, 
2002 at 7:00 p.m.  The Property Committee will hold a meeting following the Street 
Committee meeting.  The Park and Recreation Committee meets the third Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  The Public Safety Committee will schedule a meeting at the 
next council meeting. 

 
10. Mr. Bowersox stated that the tentative date for PennDOT to complete the Penn Street 

ditch is March 1, 2002. 
 

11. Mr. Carl reviewed highlights of the feasibility study that was prepared for the Liberty 
Pool by William L. Haralson and Associates.  He made a motion to engage Water 
Technology to proceed with conceptual designs for upgrading the facility at the Liberty 
Pool.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Carl explained to the 
council that liability insurance would be purchased from an insurance carrier that 
specializes in insuring pool facilities.   The anticipated cost for the insurance is typically 
two percent of the income.  Roll call vote to proceed with the conceptual design – All 
ayes. 
 
Funds were received from the Anselmo Trust to purchase a hot dog steamer and 
equipment for a sand volleyball area.  Since funding has been received for these 
purchases, no motion was required.   

 
Mr. Carl requested the council’s permission to approach a potential corporate sponsor for 
the pool project.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to authorize Mr. Carl to contact a corporate 
sponsor.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Carl presented a model of a children’s aquatic feature that he would like to install in 
the area of the baby pool.  Much of the material for this structure has been donated.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved to approve the children’s aquatic feature at the pool.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
Plans are being made to paint the outside of the pool house this year.  Mr. Shaffer moved 
to approve painting the outside of the pool house with a color combination of yellow, 
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orange, and purple paint.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  The inside of the pool house 
would not be changed.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

  
 Mr. Carl thanked the council members for their support of this project. 
       

12. Mr. Troxell informed the council that the street sweeper has not been repaired because 
the crew has had difficulty obtaining the needed part. 

 
13. The Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce is holding its First Annual 

Meeting at the Susquehanna University on March 5, 2002.  The office staff will attend 
this meeting. 

   
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 9:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

Borough Building, 221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
 

March 5, 2002  
 

Call to Order 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Gregory Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Brosius, James Best, solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
The 14 members of the community introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

1. Mr. Pat McPherson complimented the borough crew on the work that was completed on 
Penn Street this year.   

 
2. Ms. Kathy DiBonaventura, a representative from the Susquehanna Valley Women in 

Transition, explained programs available through the agency, including a 24-hour hotline, 
emergency shelter, group and individual counseling.  Brochures and cards with additional 
information about this organization are available in the Borough Office. 

 
3. Mrs. Patty Young asked how the money generated by the Recreation Tax will be spent. 

She informed the council that Little League charges a $40.00 fee to play baseball.  Mr. 
Daddario stated that the fee is $24.00 if the child participates in the fund raisers.  Mrs. 
Young replied that no one had informed her son of that option.  Mr. Carl stated that the 
tax would be used to pay for utilities associated with recreation, and items that have been 
paid for in the past with general funds.  This money will also be spent toward the pool 
upgrades. Mrs. Young requested that the borough install nets at the tennis courts above 
the C. W. Rice Middle School this year.  It was explained that the borough crew had 
placed nets at the courts several times last summer.  However, children who are playing 
tennis ball on the courts are removing the nets.   

 
4. Mrs. Sally Underkoffler requested that their driveway on Eighth Street be painted yellow.  

Since the Point Township supervisors prohibited parking on the township side of Eighth 
Street, a resident has been parking in front of the Underkoffler’s driveway.  Discussion.  
Instead of painting the curbing yellow, the police department will ticket any vehicles 
parking in front of the driveway.    

 
Executive Session 
Council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:15 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:25 
p.m.  The topics of discussion were legal issues. 
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Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that repairs are to be made to Priestley Avenue before the 
contract will be completed.  Center State is the contractor for the project.  The authority will 
meet with Larson Design Group to review pipes to be televised. 
 
Franchise Agreement with Service Electric Cablevision, Inc. 
Council discussed Resolution D-2002.  Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt said resolution.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton posed several questions about the 
resolution.  Service Electric Cablevision’s address is not included in the resolution.  Another 
issue was the reference in Section 17, page 8, to prior ordinances being repealed.  The ordinances 
that were adopted in 2001 and this year would remain in effect.  Atty. Best stated that the 
borough’s telecommunication ordinance is different from prior cable franchise agreement 
ordinances.  He added that a memo of understanding could be included with the resolution to add 
the company’s address and other clarifications.  Section 12, Part C references “leased” premises.  
Atty. Best stated that there is no difference between the terms “leased” and “rented”. Mr. Ditton 
questioned the term “non-exclusive.”  Mr. Dwight Walters, a representative from Service 
Electric Cablevision Inc., explained that the borough could permit another cable company to 
operate in the borough at any time.  The motion was revised to include the memo of 
understanding.  Roll call vote – Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, 
and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.  The franchise fee will be 
five percent of the gross revenue for basic cable television service and is to be paid to the 
borough quarterly.  The agreement is in effect through December 31, 2011. 
 
Fire Board  
Mr. Troup informed the council that at the February meeting of the Fire Board, the members 
reviewed the Fire Department ordinance.  Changes that they would like implemented are not 
included in the ordinance.  Mr. Troup requested that the council postpone the second vote for the 
Fire Department ordinance until the Fire Board can meet with representatives from the Number 
1’s and the Hookies to make recommendations.  One item he questioned was why the borough 
council should approve the members of the Fire Board.  He stated that the Fire Board never made 
this change.  Mr. Troup asked who on the council has the qualifications to make policies for the 
Fire Board.  Mr. Wolfe responded that the council appoints members to the Planning 
Commission, Zoning Board, Civil Service Commission, Parks and Recreation Commission, and 
others, not just the Fire Board.  Mayor Brosius suggested that the council wait until the Fire 
Board presents their recommendations.  Mr. Wolfe responded that the Ordinance Committee has 
met twice, drafted the ordinance with the help of the solicitor, discussed the ordinance at the last 
council meeting, and does not feel it is necessary to postpone the vote.  Atty. Best stated that the 
Borough Council should have authority to regulate the entities of the borough.  He added that an 
individual who has a dispute with the council has claimed that the council has no authority to 
regulate the Fire Department.  The borough council sits supreme over all the entities in the 
borough, Atty. Best continued.  Passing the ordinance this evening does not prohibit revisions to 
the ordinance.  Mr. Pat McPherson stated that he is in favor of the council approving the 
progression of the Fire Chief position.  As it stands now, if someone is not doing a good job, the 
fire companies and council could not remove him from the position.  Mr. Wolfe said that if the 
ordinance does not pass tonight, the revision must go to the ordinance committee before it is 
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presented to the full council.  Mr. McPherson suggested that the general membership of both fire 
companies, not just the Fire Board, should review the proposed changes before they are 
presented to council.  Members of the Fire Police were present at the Ordinance Committee 
meetings, and made suggestions for the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Shaffer asked if the minutes of the Fire Board meetings, copies of the Fire Board guidelines, 
etc. have been provided to the borough office.  No information has been received as of this date.  
The Number 1’s has also requested the Fire Board’s minutes of meetings held in 2000 and 2001.   
 
Mr. Bowersox moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-4.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
The Ordinance Committee will meet again if the Fire Board presents changes for the ordinance.  
In the meantime, the council can act on this ordinance.  Roll call vote to adopt Ordinance 2002-4 
- All ayes. 
 
Mayor's Report 

• Mayor Brosius announced that the Kiwanis Club is planning a Spaghetti Supper on April 
6, 2002.  The proceeds are earmarked for the Second Street Community Center project. 

• The Pennsylvania Association of Boroughs is sponsoring two sessions for newly elected 
officials in Lewisburg on March 16 and 23.  Mayor Brosius and Mr. Wolfe will attend.   

 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on his activity for February.  His report is on file in the borough office.   
 
Committee Reports 
 Recreation 

Mr. Carl stated that the Recreation Committee had been contacted by SEDA-Cog 
regarding the Greenways project.  If the Downtown Revitalization Committee is planning 
to attend the meetings, Mr. Carl questioned whether Parks and Recreation should also be 
meeting with the group.  Mr. Daddario is involved with both committees and will act as a 
liaison between the groups.  Other members of the community are encouraged to become 
involved in the Downtown Revitalization Committee. 
 
Representative Sherwood’s office is sending an application to the borough for funding 
through the Northeast Pennsylvania Urban Forestry Program for community forestry 
projects. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Committee recommend that the Liberty Pool Association be 
reestablished.  Mr. Carl made a motion to advertise for volunteers to the Liberty Pool 
Association.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Membership to the 
association is open to anyone interested in improving the pool facility.  Roll call vote – 
all ayes. 
 

 Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer will work with the Fire Companies to prepare the recommendations to the 
Ordinance Committee.  
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Finance 
The Second Street Community Center committee would like to establish a bank account 
at the Northumberland National Bank for the renovation project.  Mr. Shaffer moved to 
set up an account at the Northumberland National Bank for funds for the Second Street 
Community and Municipal Center Renovation Project.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Streets 
The Street committee will meet on March 12, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Property 
The Property Committee will meet on March 12, 2002, following the Street Committee 
meeting. 

 
Personnel 
The Personnel Committee will meet on March 11, 2002, at 6:00 p.m. to interview three 
candidates for the Street Supervisor position.  The meeting is closed to the public; 
however, council members are welcome to attend.   

   
Old Business 

1. Pineknotter Park project – Mr. Redington has submitted a request for additional funding 
to DCNR to complete the project at Pineknotter Park.  No response has been received as 
yet.  The baseball volunteers are working at the field. 

 
2. PennVest - Storm Water Project update 

Atty. Best will review the Storm Water ordinance prepared by Larson Design Group, Inc.     
Council discussed meeting to review the ordinance before the next council meeting.  Mr. 
Wolfe set a special council meeting for March 12, 2002 at 8:00 p.m. to review the Storm 
Water Ordinance.  Copies of the 61-page document will be made available for each 
council member. 
 

3. Mr. Ruane has contacted the property owner who may have a building extending onto the 
borough’s unopened Fifth Street right-of-way.  He stated that the property owner will 
respond within ninety days. 

 
4. Mr. Bowersox moved to send the delinquent rental fees to District Justice Bolton.  Mr. 

Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 
 
5. Second Street School update 

Chief Redington stated that the roof is being installed on the building.  The committee is 
planning a Capital Campaign for the Second Street Community and Municipal Center.  
Chief Redington provided each council member with a Strategic and Operating Plan for 
the center.  A copy is on file in the Borough Office. 

   
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  A bill for $268 for the police department’s copy machine annual maintenance 
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agreement was added to the list of bills.  The motion and second were amended to 
include payment of this bill.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General 
Fund total $13,687.44. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt the minutes of February 19, 2002.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 

the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

3. SUN Home Health Services requested to use the King Street Park for an Easter Egg Hunt 
for their employees' families on March 23rd at 1:00 p.m.  Council approved the request. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger noted that the Police Chief has prepared a detailed monthly report for the 

borough council, as he does every month.  Council thanked Chief Redington. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Special Council Meeting 

Northumberland Borough Building, 221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
March 12, 2002, 8:00 p.m. 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg Shaffer, 
Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, and Paul Bowersox.  Greg Carl was absent.  Others present 
were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Max Inkrote, of 
Larson Design Group, Inc., and Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police. 
 
New Business 
Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint Mr. Mark Williams as Second Assistant Fire Chief for the 
Fire Department.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Wolfe 
raised the question as to what power the council has regarding the Fire Department and 
the Fire Board.  Roll call vote – Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, 
and Mr. Ditton all voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Mr. Carl was absent.  Motion 
passed 5-1. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved, at the request of the Street Committee, to remove 30 feet of 
yellow line from in front of the funeral home on Water Street.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion. Discussion held.  Roll call vote – Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Mr. Carl and Mrs. Groninger were absent. 
Motion failed 1-4. 
 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:31 p.m. 
 
Greg Shaffer moved, at the request of the Property Committee, to trade the transmission 
in the code enforcement vehicle with one of the police cruisers. Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion. The police cruiser needs a better transmission and the one from the code car will 
suit the purpose.  The transmission from the police vehicle will still enable the code 
vehicle to be used around town.  The code vehicle will be rotated out next year.  Roll call 
vote – motion passed 5-0.  Mr. Carl and Mrs. Groninger were absent.  
 
The Recreation Committee is requesting an advance on the grant so that the Little League 
will be able to plant seed at Pineknotter Park baseball field.  A question was raised as to 
who from the Little League will be receiving the money.  Motion tabled. 
 
Old Business 
Mr. Max Inkrote, of Larson Design Group, Inc., was present to discuss Ordinance 2002-
5, the Stormwater Management Ordinance.  This ordinance was prepared for the borough 
by engineers with Larson Design Group, Inc. in accordance with recommendations from 
DEP.  Mr. Bowersox moved to approve Ordinance 2002-5, the Stormwater Management 
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Ordinance.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  This ordinance applies to permanent 
stormwater management facilities constructed as part of any Regulated Activities listed in 
Section 104 of the ordinance.  Regulated Activities are: 

 
A. Land development 
B. Subdivision 
C. Construction of new or additional impervious or semi-pervious surfaces 

(driveways, parking lots, etc.) 
D. Construction of new buildings or additions to existing buildings 
E. Diversion or piping of any natural or man-made stream channel 
F. Installation of stormwater management facilities or appurtenances thereto. 
 

Discussion followed.  Any section on fees, including the penalty section, should refer to 
the current fee schedule set by the council. There was a discussion regarding the need of 
having an escrow account created.  Mr. Best felt that the borough did not need to create 
this account at this time.  Mr. Ditton feels that the Drainage Plan Application included in 
the ordinance should not be shortened because it asks questions that he would never have 
thought of asking. The engineer suggested that as questions come from the public, a list 
of common questions be compiled. Mr. Bowersox was concerned about silt.  He was 
reassured that any silt problems would be taken care of.  Roll call vote – motion passed 5-
0.  Mr. Carl and Mrs. Groninger were absent. A summary statement of the ordinance 
needs to be published in the newspaper.  Once DEP has approved the ordinance it will be 
advertised in the newspaper and then final approval will be voted on by the council.  A 
copy of the proposed ordinance is on file in the borough office. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to hire Larson Design group as the inspector for the Storm 
Water Project with a spending cap of $35,000.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Bowersox would like to see the inspection done in-house.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
inspector has to be independent of the council.  The council has already voted to hire an 
independent inspector.  Roll call vote – Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Ditton 
and Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox vote no.  Mr. Carl and Mrs. Groninger were 
absent.  Motion passed 4-1. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
March 19, 2002, 7:00 p.m. 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Judith Groninger, Gregory Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present 
were Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Atty. 
James Best, Solicitor, was absent.  The nine members of the public present introduced 
themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Jeff Persing addressed the council with his concern about the pedestrian crossing at 
the corner of Water and King Streets.  According to a letter Mr. Persing received in 
December, the school district is not planning to bus the students from this location next 
school year.  Discussion.  Council advised Mr. Persing that he should contact the school 
district.  Mr. Bob Lehman, the Transportation Director for Shikellamy, will be contacted 
by the Borough Secretary.  
 
Storm Water Project update  
Mr. Max Inkrote of Larson Design Group, Inc. presented the plans for the storm water 
project.   
A Public Meeting is scheduled for April 2, 2002 at 6:00 p.m., before the next regularly 
scheduled council meeting.  Mr. Inkrote informed the council that on Thursday, the 
culvert between Queen Street and Penn Street will be explored.  Council discussed the 
cost to move utilities, if any are in the right-of-way.  If it becomes necessary to move 
utilities in the right-of-way, the utilities would be expected to pay to move them.  Project 
plans are available in the Borough Office, should anyone wish to review them.   

 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that an application for a matching grant for trees has been 
received from the Northeast Penn Urban Forestry Program.  The date the application is 
due is April 26, 2002.  Mayor Brosius would like the borough to apply for funding to 
plant trees along the fence around the sewer plant.  The grant is for matching funds; 
volunteer labor can be counted toward the borough’s match.  Mr. Wolfe offered to 
complete the grant.   
 
The United Way “2002 Days of Caring” will be observed on Friday, April 5th.  A group 
of volunteers from Wood Mode will be painting the Girl Scout House.  Another group, 
from Community Unity, will be waterproofing the picnic tables at Pineknotter Park.  The 
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borough will supply the materials and lunch for the volunteers.  The street crew will 
oversee the project.   
 
Mr. Wolfe requested that the Mayor’s Report and all Committee Reports be typed and 
kept on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer.   
Certified letters are being sent to the landlords who have not paid the 2001 rental fees.  
Those invoices that are not paid by April 1, 2002 will be sent to the District Justice.  
Letters have been received from two attorneys regarding the Rental Ordinance.  
According to one letter, the attorney has advised his clients not to pay the invoice.  Mr. 
Ditton remarked that this attorney has advised his clients to break the law.  The other 
attorney represents a landlord who has multiple units for rent.  This attorney has 
contacted the borough requesting a discount on inspections for his client.  Council has 
denied the request. 
The water company is working on Priestley Avenue and on Third Street.   
Council discussed advertising for an assistant code enforcement officer.  Mr. Bowersox 
moved to hire a part-time, as needed, assistant code enforcement officer/ street inspector.  
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Mr. Ditton asked if residents are permitted to paint driveways.  According to the 
Pennsylvania Vehicle Code, blocking a driveway is not permitted.  Mr. Wolfe moved that 
any curb that is painted yellow on either side of a driveway, should be painted gray.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  
Motion passed 6-1.   
 
Committee Reports 
Finance 
 No report 
 
Recreation 
 The Recreation Committee will meet on Thursday, March 21, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Property  

The Property Committee met on March 12, 2002.  Mrs. Groninger stated that 
A.R.E.A. Ambulance Services has paid the February rent.  Part of the rent 
received for March was applied to the late fee charged for February, so a portion 
of the March rent has not been paid.  An invoice has been faxed to the company. 
 

Public Safety 
The Fire Police requested permission to keep the Fire Police vehicle at their 
homes on their days off to save time in responding to emergencies.  Mr. Shaffer 
moved to permit the Fire Police to keep the vehicle at their homes on their days 
off.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Mr. Wolfe informed the council that the newsletter is completed and is at the 
printer’s.  One article in the newsletter describes the Sidewalk Ordinance.  Mr. 
Wolfe reminded the council that when the Ordinance Committee was meeting, 
they had discussed allowing a time period of five years for the property owners to 
comply with upgrading their sidewalks.  However, the adopted ordinance does 
not stipulate the five-year time frame.  Council discussed sending letters to 
property owners who should replace their sidewalks.  It was suggested that once 
the assistant code enforcement officer is hired, the sidewalks throughout the 
borough be inspected.  Council will look into available grants or other funding for 
homeowners to help pay for the new sidewalks.  

 
Street Committee 

• Mr. Troxell distributed written reports from the March 12, 2002 Street 
Committee Meeting.  The report is on file in the borough office.  A listing of 
streets to be paved in 2002 is included with the report.  Paving will not begin 
until after April 15th. 

• The committee declined to remove the yellow line that is painted on the odd 
side of Water Street, close to King Street.   

• A bucket truck has been purchased from Service Electric Cablevision, Inc. at 
a cost of $3,000.  The borough crew received instructions on its operation 
today.  Don Keeley thanked the council for purchasing the bucket truck. 

• The Street Committee will meet on April 4, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Personnel 

• Mr. Ditton stated that the interviews for the Street Supervisor position were 
inconclusive.   

• The borough will advertise for a part time Code Enforcement Officer/ Street 
Inspector Supervisor. 

 
Old Business 
1. Second Street School Update 

• Mr. Redington requested that an account be opened at the Northumberland 
National Bank before the Spaghetti Dinner on April 6, 2002.   

• The Kiwanis Club is holding a Spaghetti Dinner on April 6 with the proceeds to 
benefit the Second Street Community and Municipal Building. 

• Mr. Redington informed the council that the Second Street committee felt that the 
Capital Fundraising campaign would benefit by having architectural renderings of 
the completed building.  The committee is suggesting that money from the 
existing grant be spent towards engaging an architect to design the plans for the 
building.  Mrs. Groninger moved to advertise for an architect.  Mr. Carl seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  An option would be to advertise for an engineering firm 
to design areas in the building that need to be designed.  The roof and heating 
system have already been designed.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

• Mr. Shaffer moved to advertise for interior design work once the square footage 
allotments are worked out.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
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2.   Pineknotter Park Baseball Field Update 

Mr. Redington stated that Travis Fisher has agreed to be the “point man” for the 
project at Pineknotter Park, if council so desires.  Mr. Wolfe requested that written 
minutes be completed for meetings and kept on file in the borough office.  Mr. 
Shaffer moved to authorize Travis Fisher to obtain purchase orders for the 
Pineknotter Park project.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
 

3.   Mr. Ditton asked about the status of the ordinance that is required for the borough to 
borrow the Penn Vest funds.  Mr. Wolfe will speak with Mr. Best to learn when the 
ordinance will be presented to council. 

 
4. Traffic Study - Mr. Redington spoke with Dr. McGinnis, the professor from Bucknell 

who is in charge of the traffic study.  The report will be available to the council at the 
April 16th meeting. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll 

call   vote – All ayes.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total $15,815.57 
and the bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool Account amount to $24.10. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of March 5, 2002.  Mr. Troxell seconded 

the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
3. Recycling Program  

• Paul Zarick, the Recycling Coordinator for Northumberland County, sent a 
questionnaire to the borough asking if the borough is interested in recycling 
various items, such as tires, appliances, batteries.  He plans to apply for grant 
funding for these programs.  Council voiced its opinion that the borough would be 
interested, providing the county is obtaining the funding for the programs. 

• DEP performed a surprise audit at the Recycling Center.  The two DEP 
representatives stated that the center looked very good for a small recycling 
center. 

• The Recycling Committee has requested that the borough pay towards the repair 
to the can crusher.  Council reviewed the income and expenses to the borough for 
the recycling program during 2001.  Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the $300 repair 
bill.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe announced several meeting dates.  The COG meeting is scheduled for 

tomorrow night, March 20, 2002.  Mr. Troxell and Atty. Eugene Brosius will attend. 
 
5. The Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a Candidate Forum 

Breakfast on March 28 at the Hotel Edison.  Attorney General Mike Fisher, candidate 
for governor, will be present.  Representative Don Sherwood will be present at the 
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Candidate Forum Luncheon, to be held at the Susquehanna Valley Country Club on 
April 12th. 

 
6. The cost for liability insurance for the new bucket van would be approximately 

$350.00 per year.  The cost for liability, comprehensive and collision insurance 
would be approximately $625.00.  Mr. Troxell moved to purchase liability insurance 
for the bucket truck.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
7. Mr. Carl presented the names of six volunteers for the Liberty Pool Association.  Mr. 

Shaffer moved to appoint Jon Apple, Brenda Apple, Mark Gulliver, Denise Gulliver, 
Travis Fisher, and Greg Carl be to the Liberty Pool Association.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
8. Mr. Carl announced a meeting with Water Technology on March 26th in the borough 

hall.   
 
9. On April 6 and 7, a work party week-end will be held at the pool.   Times will be 7:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.  The work party 
will be conducted, rain or shine.  The volunteers will be cleaning, painting, raking, 
etc.   

 
10. The borough received information about AFLAC, supplemental insurance.  The cost 

would be to the employee, depending on what type of insurance is chosen.  The 
borough would not have any cost.  Mr. Ditton suggested posting the information at 
the borough garage to see if anyone is interested. 

 
11. The Pennsylvania American Water Company sent a copy of its drought contingency 

plan to the borough.  Council was provided with copies of the cover letter.  The plan 
is several pages long and is available in the borough office.   

 
12. Mr. Ditton remarked that the attorney who sent a letter to the borough opposing the 

rental ordinance quoted the Declaration of Independence incorrectly.  Mr. Ditton and 
Mayor Brosius noted that the letter contained several typographical errors and 
missing words. 

      
  
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

April 2, 2002 
Public Meeting - Proposed Storm Water Improvement Project - 6:00 PM 

Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting - 7:00 PM 
  

The Public Meeting to review the Proposed Storm Water Improvement Project was scheduled for 
6:00 p.m.  Approximately twenty residents of the borough attended this informal meeting to 
speak with representatives from Larson Design Group, Inc. and borough council members.    

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was observed and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Greg Carl was absent.   
 
Others present were Mayor Brosius, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Atty. James Best, borough 
solicitor, was absent.   
 
The twelve members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Ann Kerstetter informed the council that she has been translating for the Police Department 
during investigations involving Spanish-speaking citizens.  Up until now, she has not requested 
payment and has not received compensation for this work.  On Sunday, March 31, 2002, Ms. 
Kerstetter assisted the police during an arrest and she would like to be compensated for the 1.75 
hours at a rate of $100 per hour.  The Northumberland County District Attorney informed her 
that the county would not reimburse her.  She and Mr. Dock, another Spanish teacher who has 
also been called for assistance, have determined to charge for their services and have established 
a fee schedule.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the council would discuss this “personnel issue” in the 
Executive Session.  
 
Amy Klick, an assistant Brownie Troup leader, stated that the Girl Scouts would like to put a 
handicapped access at the Girl Scout Little House as a service project.  The Girl Scouts have the 
funding for the project and would like the council’s approval.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that the 
Property Committee meet with the Girl Scouts.  A meeting was scheduled for April 4, 2002 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Little House. 
 
Mr. Ron Boyer, a business owner on Duke Street, asked if the council would consider tarring and 
chipping Penn Street.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the street would need to be graded first.  The 
Street Committee will consider the suggestion.   
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Storm Water Improvement Project 
Mr. Max Inkrote, of Larson Design Group, Inc., informed the council that the project is 
proceeding on schedule.  The storm water ordinance has been submitted to DEP for approval.  
He has contacted DEP and anticipates that the approval will be received before the scheduled 
deadline.  Easements have been prepared by Larson’s.   
  
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported on the Sewer Authority’s proposed projects for 2002.  They include 
proposed piping upgrades and a flow splitter box at the plant. The proposed conveyance line 
upgrades are on Prince Street from Sixth Street to Seventh Street; Pond Avenue from North 
Avenue to Hanover Street; Queen Street from Fourth Street to Sixth Street; and the lamp hole/ 
manhole on lower Front Street right before Front Street Station.  The first three areas include 
sewer main, manholes, and laterals.   
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported on committee meetings that she attended in March.  A written report is 
on file in the borough office.  Mayor Brosius has reviewed the new police policy and procedure 
manual.  Accreditation can be obtained by meeting certain standards.  Currently the State Police 
are the only agency in central Pennsylvania that is accredited.  Mayor Brosius would like the 
council members to read the manual and meet with the police to review it.  Chief Redington 
recommended that the meeting should be a closed meeting.  Council members will be provided 
with copies tomorrow and in two weeks a meeting will be scheduled.   
 
Mayor Brosius announced that several fundraisers are scheduled for Saturday, April 6.  The 
Hookies are selling barbeque chicken at noon and the Kiwanis Club is having a Spaghetti Dinner 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. to benefit the Second Street Community Center. 
   
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, reported on his activities for the month of March 
2002.  A copy of his report is on file in the Borough Office.   
 
Committee Reports 
Finance Committee 
The audit was received from Steve Slayton.  Mrs. Groninger moved to accept the audit.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  A statement in the audit regarding uncollateralized 
deposits was questioned.  Mrs. Groninger withdrew her motion until Mr. Slayton could be 
contacted for an explanation.  Motion tabled. 
 
Finance 
No report 
 
Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer stated that a letter was received from the Northumberland Fire Board acknowledging 
that the council is the governing authority over the Fire Board and asking for the council’s input 
on issues relating to DEP and OSHA standards for the Fire Department. Mr. Wolfe has drafted a 
response, stating that the council is willing to work with the Fire Board to ensure that the Fire 
Department is in compliance.   
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Mr. Ditton stated that he does not feel the council should respond to a letter that is not signed.  
He also stated that the letter is not accurate.  One example is that the borough does not have three 
fire chiefs at the present time.  Mrs. Groninger agreed that letters to the council should be signed.  
Mayor Brosius asked if the solicitor had expressed an opinion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
solicitor recommended that council respond to the letter so that the receipt of the letter and 
response could be documented for future reference.  Mr. Wolfe read his response to the Fire 
Board.  A copy of this letter is on file in the borough office.  
   
Mr. Shaffer moved to send the letter to the Northumberland Fire Board.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote - Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe 
voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.  
 
The Public Safety Committee will meet on April 17, 2002 at 7:00 p.m.   
 
The Indiana University of Pennsylvania provides consultation for OSHA regulations, free of 
charge.  Mr. Shaffer suggested contacting the university to see if the borough is eligible to 
participate in a review.  The Public Safety Committee will review this service at the meeting on 
April 17th.   
 
Mayor Brosius suggested that the solicitor should research the legality of the compliance.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the issues are whether the borough is in compliance with OSHA laws, and if 
the volunteer fire department within the borough must be up to date with OSHA laws.  Mayor 
Brosius added that the question of whether volunteer firemen are employees of the borough 
should be answered.   
 
A one-day seminar for OSHA issues is being held in Harrisburg in June.   
 
Recreation 
Mr. Shaffer moved to accept, with regret, Tom Slodysko’s resignation from the Parks and 
Recreation Committee.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Mr. Wolfe 
requested that the volunteer position be advertised. 
 
A written report is on file in the Borough Office.  Council discussed a date for a return visit from 
Claude Rogers of Water Technology.  A tentative date of April 30, 2002 at 6:00 p.m. was agreed 
upon.  Mr. Rogers will be contacted.  Mrs. Bogovich questioned the feasibility of the water park 
project anticipated for the pool.  Mr. Shaffer responded that a favorable feasibility study has been 
completed.  Mr. Rogers is under contract to design the facility.  The cost for this contract is 
approximately $17,000.  Proceeds from the Haunted House and the recreation tax are being used 
to fund the project.  The public is invited to attend the April 30, 2002 meeting.  It will be 
advertised.   
 
Streets 
Mr. Troxell reported that he and Gene Brosius attended the COG meeting last week.   
 
A Street Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 4, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Complaints have been received about the restricted parking on Third Street.  Parking is 
prohibited on weekdays between 7:00 am and 5:00 pm, but the contractor has not been working 



 4

regularly.  The work was to be completed within three weeks.  The “no parking” signs will be 
removed until the water company is ready to work on the specific section of street.  The utilities 
will be instructed to contact the borough a day or two before they plan to work on a street.  
Streets will not be posted for weeks at a time when no work is being done.  Council also 
discussed the stones and debris that accumulate in the storm sewers when the construction crews 
do not clean the streets after working. 
 
The street crew is to paint the yellow lines on both sides of residents’ driveways gray.  The 
curbing along the actual driveway may remain yellow. 
  
Personnel 
The positions of a part-time, as needed Code Enforcement Officer and a full-time Street 
Supervisor are open and are being advertised. 
 
Property 
The rent for the Rescue Building has been paid up to the end of May.  
 
Old Business 

• Second Street School Update 
The committee met last evening.  A preliminary floor plan was prepared by the 
committee.  The bid for the architectural design has been advertised.  The bids 
will be opened on April 16th at 1:00 p.m. and be acted on at the council meeting at 
7:00 p.m. that evening.   
 
A bill has been received from Brickhill Construction for the roof.  Council 
requested that the contractor be contacted and asked when the roof is to be 
completed.  Council also requested that the contract be reviewed for a completion 
date for the roof.  It was decided to wait on paying the bill until more information 
is obtained regarding the completion of the roof. 

 
• Mrs. Groninger requested that the minutes of tonight’s meeting reflect the fact that 

Borough Council approved painting of the yellow curb at Water and King Streets, 
beyond the legal limits, at a personal request of one property owner.  The tractor trailers 
have no trouble rounding the corner at King and Water Streets.  “This is wrong,” she 
stated.  Mr. Shaffer considered the extra feet of yellow curbing to be a safety issue 
because of the traffic entering and exiting the parking lot at the funeral home.  Chief 
Redington’s opinion was that 100 feet is sufficient to allow traffic to turn onto Water 
Street.  The section of curbing painted yellow is approximately 130 feet.  Mr. Bowersox 
made a motion to remove the 30 extra feet of yellow paint from the curbing on Water 
Street.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton and Mrs. 
Groninger voted aye; Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  
Motion failed 2-4.  

 
New Business 

• Mr. Wolfe reviewed Ordinance 2002-6.  This ordinance increases the indebtedness of the 
Borough of Northumberland by the issue of a general obligation note in the amount of 
$1,113,715.00 for the repair and improvement of the borough’s storm water drainage and 
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diversion system.  The loan is being obtained from PENNVEST.  Mr. Troxell moved to 
adopt Ordinance 2002-6.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
• Mr. Shaffer moved to approve payment of the bills, including a bill from NAPA Auto 

Parts for $68.82.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
The amount to be paid from the General Fund is $11,836.60.  The bills to be paid from 
the Park and Recreation Fund total $60.00, and the Liberty Pool bills total $555.40. 

 
• Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of March 12 and March 19, 2002; Mr. Troxell 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

• The council discussed the timeliness of the newsletter because one of the articles is about 
the Spaghetti Dinner scheduled at the Kiwanis Building on April 6.  The newsletter is to 
be received tomorrow.  Mr. Ditton moved to cancel the newsletter if it is not received 
tomorrow.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
Council adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:40 p.m.  The reasons were to discuss a 
personnel issue and to discuss payment to Mrs. Kerstetter for her assistance to the police 
department.   
 
Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to pay Ann Kerstetter $175.00 for services rendered on March 31, 2002.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, 
and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.   
 
Chief Redington will explore other options for obtaining assistance when investigating incidents 
relating to Spanish-speaking citizens.  Mr. Wolfe moved to pay Ann Kerstetter and Michael 
Dock according to the fee schedule submitted to the borough for services rendered in the interim. 
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The fee to be paid from 6:00 p.m. to 12 noon is $100 for the 
first hour, and $50 per half hour after the first hour.  The fee to be paid between 12 noon and 
6:00 p.m. is $50 for the first hour, and $25 per half hour after the first hour.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

April 16, 2002, 7:00 p.m. 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Paul Bowersox was absent.   
 
Others present were Mayor Brosius, Atty. James Best, borough solicitor,  
Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
The twenty-three members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

 Mrs. Fran Bogovich asked how the council is planning to spend the tax millage that 
was assessed for recreation.  Mr. Wolfe replied that a large portion of the money 
would be designated for the water park.  Mrs. Bogovich feels that the council is 
undertaking too many projects at one time.  She requested that the council 
reconsider the formation of the water park and added that a water park at White 
Deer went bankrupt several years ago. 

 
 Mr. Robin Bolig stated that he represented the No. 1 Fire Company.  Members of 

the No. 1’s responded to an alarm and were instructed by command where to place 
the fire department’s apparatus.  The person in command represented himself as 
Chief 732.  Mr. Bolig assumed that this was Mark Williams.  However, Dave 
Bogovich was in command and he informed the No. 1’s that he was appointed by 
Chief Newbury and Assistant Chief Williams to act as the person in command.  Mr. 
Shaffer stated that he also spoke with Mr. Bogovich and was told the same 
information.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Best stated that Mr. Bogovich is not to be in 
charge of the fire department in an emergency situation.  The council will discuss 
this issue in Executive Session this evening and make a determination.  If the two 
fire department chiefs are not available, the next person in command would be a 
line officer.  Mr. Bolig stated that the fire department followed Mr. Bogovich’s 
orders, but members are here tonight to question if he is to be in charge.  The fire 
department will be informed of the council’s decision. 

 
Revitalization Committee 
Ms. Karen Nogle, a co-chairman of the Revitalization Committee, presented an overview 
of the committee’s activities.  A copy of the report is on file in the borough office.  The 
committee will meet on April 22, 2002, at 7:30 p.m.  Ms. Nogle invited the public to attend 
the meeting.   
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Projects underway include the fundraiser of the print sales of the Front Street Station 
painted by Jeffrey Lynch.  A historic walking tour is being developed with the help of the 
Northumberland Historical Society.  Other projects are a Community Bulletin Board and 
park benches for King Street Park, a Farmers’ Market in the park during the summer 
months, and garbage cans and planters for the downtown area. 
 
The railroad underpass is a project that the committee plans to undertake.  The railroad has 
provided guidelines for what the committee may do at the underpass.  The borough crew 
has washed the first set of lights along Water Street, between the bridge and the underpass. 
 
The committee has a core group of about eight individuals.  In addition, others are 
interested in certain projects and can be called upon for their assistance. 
 
Bucknell Traffic Study Report 
Dr. Dick McGinnis explained that he and the students in his Innovative Transportation 
Engineering class at Bucknell University met with the borough council, Rep. Merle 
Phillips, and Penn DOT officials in February.  Tonight, Dr. McGinnis and the students are 
presenting their report to the council.  A copy of the report is on file in the borough office. 
 
The reasons for the traffic study are the concerns about pedestrian safety on Duke Street; a 
request from Rep. Phillips to PennDOT to help resolve the problem; and PennDOT’s 
request for the Bucknell class’s participation. 
 
The six concerns raised by the community are:  congestion, crashes, incidents, mobility, 
pedestrian safety, and speeding. 
 
The class suggested several possible solutions.  One is to widen the intersection at Duke 
and Water Streets.  Another is to add an all-pedestrian phase to the traffic signal at Duke 
and Water Streets.  New crosswalks were proposed for the south sides of Fourth and Duke 
Streets and Front and Duke Streets.  “Pedestrian Crossing” signs should be installed on the 
roadside and “Yield to Pedestrian” signs should be placed along the center of the line in 
the road.  These portable signs are available from PennDOT and would help to slow traffic.    
 
The volume of traffic observed through the traffic counts on Fifth Street does not warrant a 
traffic signal.  Council discussed the fact that the residents in the borough avoid having to 
turn left onto Duke Street. They also explained that various streets are used by borough 
residents to exit onto Duke Street.  
 
The Public Safety will discuss the portable signs at their meeting tomorrow evening.    
  
Mr. Carl arrived at 7:38 p.m. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:04 p.m. for personnel issues.   
The meeting was reconvened at 8:22 p.m.   
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Mr. Troxell moved that the council request, in writing, that the Fire Board recommend a 
nominee to fill the second fire chief position by the May 7, 2002 meeting of the borough 
council.  If a recommendation is not received for approval, the Vacancy Board will be 
asked to recommend someone to fill the position.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion that based on a past incident of April 14, 2002, Mr. David 
Bogovich should be sent a letter stating that he broke the terms of his suspension, as 
determined by the Hearing Board on January 7, 2002.  A copy of the letter is to be sent to 
the Northumberland Fire Board, the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company, and the 
Number One Fire Company.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Wolfe read the Hearing Board’s conclusion as announced on January 7, 2002, for the 
public record.  The council members who comprised the Hearing Board were Mr. Troxell, 
Mr. Ditton, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Wolfe.  The conclusion is as follows: 
 
 “David Bogovich, the First Assistant Fire Chief of the Fire Department of the 
Borough of Northumberland, made remarks of a sexual nature to Kelly Spigelmeyer, an 
officer of the Northumberland Borough Police Department, which were offensive to her.  
In so doing, Mr. Bogovich engaged in conduct unbecoming an officer of the Fire 
Department of the Borough of Northumberland.” 
 

“David Bogovich, the First Assistant Fire Chief of the Fire Department of the 
Borough of Northumberland, responded to an accident scene after having consumed four 
beers, and with the strong odor of alcohol on his breath.  This presented a negative image 
for the Borough and its Fire Department and constituted conduct unbecoming an officer of 
the Fire Department of the Borough of Northumberland.” 
 
 “David Bogovich lied in the presence of Larry Redington, Chief of the 
Northumberland Borough Police Department, when he denied making any comments to 
Officer Kelly Spigelmeyer, except a comment about her blushing.  This was conduct 
unbecoming an officer of the Fire Department of the Borough of Northumberland.” 
 
Mr. Wolfe then read the Hearing Board’s determination: 
   

“Having found that David Bogovich engaged in three acts of misconduct above, the 
Hearing Board sustains his suspension by the Northumberland Borough Council and 
directs that his suspension continue for two years during which time he shall not serve as 
an officer of the Fire Department of the Borough of Northumberland.  Thereafter, if elected 
by the Fire Board pursuant to the Fire Department Ordinance, he may be considered for 
approval as Second Assistant Chief of the Fire Department of the Borough of 
Northumberland.” 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the motion on the floor is to send a letter to Mr. Bogovich that 
the council is aware that he has violated the suspension as stated above.  No additional 
discipline is to be imposed.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
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Mayor's Report 
Mayor Gretchen Brosius reported on the meetings that she attended in the past two weeks.  
Mayor Brosius also recommended that the Borough Secretary and perhaps a member of the 
street committee attend a seminar entitled Downtown Circulation – Creating Pedestrian 
Friendliness and Traffic Calming on Main Street.  Council concurred. 
 
The American Legion Post 44 requested permission to hold a Memorial Day parade on 
May 27, 2002.  The parade will form at the park at 8:30 a.m. and move at 9:00 a.m.  This 
parade, and the Little League parade, slated for the afternoon of Memorial Day, are both 
approved. 
 
Mayor Brosius reminded property owners that the borough is beginning a $1.1 million 
storm water project in the borough and that putting grass clippings in the street is against 
the borough ordinances.  These clippings end up in the storm sewer system and create a 
problem.   
 
Mayor Brosius enjoyed conducting tours of the borough building for the third graders from 
Priestley Elementary School and for two home school students. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked Atty. Best if the police accreditation document should be approved in 
public, since it deals with internal department procedures.  The policy must be approved by 
resolution.  Atty. Best feels that the document should be available to the public to comply 
with the sunshine law.  Chief Redington explained that, in certain circumstances, it would 
be counterproductive for individuals to know the parameters that guide police policy and 
activities.  Mr. Best still advised that this should be an advertised public meeting.  The 
adoption of the policy by the council is necessary for accreditation and possible reduction 
of the police profession liability insurance rates.  The Public Safety Committee will meet 
to review the policy.  The meeting has not yet been scheduled.  The committee meets 
tomorrow to discuss the sidewalk exemption requests. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the seminar that he attended concerning Act 45, the Uniform 
Construction Code.  This code deals with building permits and inspections of new 
construction.  Another meeting will be held in Shamokin Dam on May 16, 2002.   
Mr. Ruane will attend the COG meeting tomorrow evening with Mr. Troxell and Mr. 
Brosius to share this information with the COG.   
 
On April 30, 2002 at 10:00 a.m., the hearing for the rental ordinance violations will be 
conducted at District Justice Bolton’s office.  Atty. Best and Mr. Ruane will be present. 
 
E. J. Breneman, Inc. will begin construction on Priestley Avenue on May 6, 2002.  A pre-
construction meeting will be held on April 29, 2002 at 11:00 p.m. in the borough office. 
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HRI will provide a price for the portion of the Priestley Avenue paving that is to be paid by 
P. G. Energy. 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance 
Mr. Wolfe and Mayor Brosius are preparing the forestry grant to obtain funding for trees at 
the sewer plant. 

 
Atty. Steve Slayton, the borough auditor, had been contacted for clarification on a 
statement in the audit.  He explained that if the borough has more than $100,000 in any one 
bank, the money over $100,000 is not F.D.I.C. insured.  As a government entity, the 
borough is on a priority list for receiving money deposited in the bank in excess of 
$100,000.    
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the audit.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 

 
Streets 
The Street Committee met on April 4, 2002.  Minutes of the meeting are on file in the 
borough office. 

 
Penn DOT was contacted for an agility agreement to have the line painted on Strawbridge 
Road.  Ted Deptula will review the work to be exchanged and respond to the request. 

 
Council discussed the problem with utilities and contractors not cleaning up the street 
when they complete work each day.  Mr. Ditton stated that it is the responsibility of the 
police department to enforce the borough ordinances.  Mr. Ruane suggested that he would 
have the companies begin their clean-up earlier in the day. 

 
The street committee is working on the street paving program for 2003.  Once decided, the 
utilities will be informed. 

 
The street committee is suggesting that four-way stop signs be added at the intersection at 
Sheetz and Park Avenues.  Mr. Jack Snyder suggested that the intersection at Wheatley 
and Park Avenues also have four-way stop signs.  Mr. Troxell moved to place four-way 
stop signs at both intersections.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
The street crew has painted the curbing on either side of residents’ driveways gray.  One 
property owner has repainted the curb yellow.  Council discussed what action to take.  The 
police will assess the situation.   

 
Tickets are being issued later in the day for cars parked in “No Parking” zones.  Cars are 
not to be parked in the “No Parking” areas until 4:00 p.m.  Some residents think that once 
the street sweeper has been run on the street, they may park there.  This is not the case.  



 6

The “No Parking” assists the street crew and utilities to be able work on the vacant side of 
the streets as required. 

 
Residents are also reminded that the borough has an ordinance prohibiting grass to be 
swept in the streets.   

   
Recreation 
The Recreation Committee will meet Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Mr. Carl stated that at the March meeting, the committee approved a Summer Day Camp, 
for two hours a day, at the C. W. Rice fields for elementary aged students.  The committee 
received a proposal from Michael Bowman to coordinate the program.  Mr. Carl made a 
motion to approve the proposal from Michael Bowman.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
Mr. Carl thanked the borough crew for their help at the swimming pool and Pineknotter 
Park.  

 
Mr. Carl announced that Mr. Claude Rogers will be present on April 30, 2002 at 6:30 p.m. 
to review the water park project.  This will be an advertised Recreation Committee meeting 
and the public is invited to attend. 

 
A work party was held at the Liberty Pool on April 6th.   Mr. Carl and several members of 
the Parks and Recreation Committee worked on the concession stand and started cleaning 
the facility.  The Girl Scout Troop from St. John’s Lutheran Church weeded and mulched 
in front of the building.     

 
Personnel 
The committee will be meeting after tonight’s meeting. 
 
Public Safety 
The Number One Fire Company has submitted three members as the department’s new 
representatives to the Fire Board, effective May 1, 2002.  The representatives are Robin 
Bolig, Pat McPherson, and Mike McPherson.  Mr. Shaffer moved to approve these 
nominees.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  These individuals 
will serve until the end of 2002, at which time they may be reappointed.  The 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company has not yet submitted the names of their 
nominees. 
 
Northumberland Housing Corporation 
Atty. Michael Balducci provided the council with a status report on the mid-rise to be 
constructed at the Steele School property.  A public hearing will be conducted on May 1, 
2002, at 4:00 p.m. at the Sunbury Redevelopment Authority office.  As the municipality 
where the project is going to be located, the council will be asked for their written 
approval.  Neither the borough nor the Sunbury Redevelopment Authority can be held 
responsible for the Housing Corporation’s debt.  The final architectural plans are to be 
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completed soon, with bids scheduled to be received on May 9, 2002.  Once the bids are 
received, the corporation will determine when the project can begin.  Mr. Balducci will 
present the council with the required resolution to be approved.     
 
Old Business 

1. Second Street School 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the bids for the Second Street School architectural 
design services were opened this afternoon.  Bids were received from four 
engineering firms:  Larson Design Group, Inc.; Wolfe Associates; Robert A. Lack, 
A.I.A. Architecture & Design, Inc.; and HillerSpeser Associates.  The bids included 
a Base Bid, a 1st Alternate Bid, and a 2nd Alternate Bid.  Because of the wide range 
of bids, Mr. Redington suggested that the proposals should be reviewed before 
action is taken on the bids.  The Second Street Committee will review the bids at 
their May 6th meeting.  The council discussed the fact that no formal plans for the 
use of the building have been approved.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to move the 
Police Department and Borough Offices to the Second Street school building.  Mr. 
Carl seconded the motion.  Mayor Brosius stated that the committee met last 
evening but has not brought a recommendation to the council for the uses of the 
building.  The grants that have been applied for include a community center and 
municipal offices for this site.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; 
Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed 
2-4.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he voted no because he would like to know what the 
committee recommends for the building.  Mayor Brosius and Mr. Shaffer said that 
the committee has developed a “Strategic and Operating Plan” that each council 
member should have received.  Not every council member had received a copy of 
the proposal.  The subject will be tabled until the next council meeting so every 
member has an opportunity to review the proposal. 
 

2. Storm Water Improvement Project Update 
Mr. Max Inkrote provided the council with the information about the easements for 
the properties located in the construction zone.  Atty. Best stated his approval for 
the easements.   Larson Design Group, Inc. has completed the stormwater 
ordinance.  DEP has approved the ordinance and it has been advertised.   

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to extend the council meeting to 10:15 p.m.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

3. Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt ordinance 2002-6.  This ordinance increases the 
indebtedness of the borough by the issue of a general obligation note in the amount 
of $1,113,715.00 for the repair and improvement of the borough’s storm water 
drainage and diversion system.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all 
ayes.  This was the second reading of Ordinance 2002-6. 

 
4. Mr. Troxell moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-5, the Stormwater Ordinance.  Mr. 

Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  This was the second 
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reading of Ordinance 2002-5.  The Resolution establishing fees and fines will be 
prepared for the next council meeting. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the payment of the bills.  A second bill was 
received today for ADT.  This bill is for the security service at the police lab.  A 
bill had also been received for the service at the borough garage.  Both bills are due 
by May 1, 2002.  Council requested that the contract be reviewed before the bills 
are paid.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  The motion included to pay the ADT bills unless the contract expires at 
the end of this contract period.  Discussion.  A bill for signs at Pineknotter Park 
was submitted.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he thought the bill should be paid by Little 
League.  This bill was removed until more information is obtained.  Roll call vote – 
Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $9,920.37.  The two ADT bills would be an additional $844.04.  Bills to be 
paid from the Park and Recreation fund total $422.39; the Liberty Pool Association 
bills are $7.96 and the Parking Meter Fund expense for the final payment for the 
2002 Ford Explorer is $13,573.54. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the first application to Brickhill Construction, 

Inc.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  This bill is for the work that has been 
completed on the roof at the Second Street School.  Discussion.  Council members 
questioned the delay to complete the roof.  When contacted, Mr. Peck stated that 
the work on the roof has been delayed because a part has not been received.  As 
soon as the part is received, Mr. Peck plans to have the roof completed. Roll call 
vote – Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; 
Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to extend the meeting for another 15 minutes.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and 
Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 
 

3. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of April 2, 2002.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

  
4. SUN Home Health Services, Inc. requested the use of King Street Park on August 

10, 2002, for a Chicken Barbeque.  The chicken will be cooked off-site and brought 
to the park to be sold.  Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the request.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Jerre Wirt Blank wrote a letter to the borough about the signs that are posted in 

front of his building on Water Street.  Council discussed the issue.  This may be 
PennDOT’s right-of way.  Council suggested that Mr. Blank may remove the signs 
to mow the grass.  Mayor Brosius felt that this is a safety issue since people are 
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reading the signs as they are driving through the intersection.  The borough office 
will contact PennDOT and Mr. Blank.  

 
6. Mr. Richard Price wrote a letter to the borough about the dip in the intersection at 

Strawbridge Road and Jefferson Street.  Residents with motor homes and campers 
have difficulty turning onto Jefferson Street.  Council discussed the problem and 
suggested that people with motor homes or campers travel a different route.  It was 
suggested that turning onto Susquehanna Street and going up Buchanan Street to 
Jefferson Street may be a better route.  The intersection was constructed with the 
dip to alleviate water run-off problems for the residents at that corner. 

 
Mr. Carl reminded everyone about the meeting on April 30th with the consultant 
regarding the pool project. 
 

Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 10:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

May 7, 2002, 7:00 PM 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Atty. James L 
Best, solicitor; Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police; Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Mr. Paul Bowersox was absent because he is a 
patient at the Evangelical Hospital in Lewisburg.  The members of the public introduced 
themselves. 
 
Presentation 
Mrs. Joyce Bartholomew, President of the Kiwanis Club of Northumberland-Point Township, 
presented Mr. Wolfe with a check for $500.00 for the Second Street School renovations.  Mrs. 
Jane Sanders-Ressler and Mr. Tom Propst, Kiwanis Club officers, were also present.  Council 
members thanked the club for the donation.  Mr. Wolfe thanked the club and added that the 
council would schedule a meeting with club members to discuss the future of the Kiwanis 
Building.  He assured the members that the council hopes that Northumberland will always have 
a Kiwanis Club.   
 
Public Comment 

1. Mr. Paul Ruane II, a representative of the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company, 
invited the council and the general public to attend the dedication of the new ladder truck 
on Saturday, May 11, 2002 at 6:00 p.m.  A band will provide entertainment at 9:00 p.m.   
 
Mr. Ruane also requested a thirty day extension for the deadline for the Hookies’ audit.  
Mr. Troxell moved to extend the deadline for the Hookies’ audit to June 15, 2002.  Mr. 
Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Wolfe both voiced 
opinions that the Hookies have had extensions already.  The audit had been requested in 
2001 before the budget was passed.  Mr. Wolfe said that the council had been promised 
an audit by December 31, 2001. Atty. Best asked if the Hookies has a contract for the 
audit.  Mr. Ruane responded that Tom Wandishin has agreed to complete the audit.  Mr. 
Wolfe asked if Mr. Wandishin is a certified public accountant.  Council was told that he 
is.  Mr. Wolfe asked for more opinions from the council as to whether to grant the 
extension.  Mr. Troxell said that the fire company would not receive any money until the 
end of the year.  Mr. Ditton voiced an opinion that council should agree to the extension.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  The audit is due by June 15, 2002. 
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2. Mr. Greg Stuck asked if the Fee Revision Amendment on the agenda has to do with the 
Landlord Ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe stated that it does.  Mr. Stuck requested that the council 
table the issue and have a discussion with the landlords before doing anything else.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the council would be going into Executive Session to discuss this issue, 
in addition to others.  Based on that discussion, council would decide whether to table the 
issue.  Mr. Stuck presented the council with copies of the case that was cited concerning 
regulatory fees.  He stated that regulatory fees are to assist the borough in covering the 
cost of the inspection and that municipalities cannot receive both regulatory fees and 
inspection fees.  Mr. Stuck also found the amount of the fines ranging from $250 to 
$1,000 distasteful.  He said that if the council’s intent is to improve the rental properties, 
he suggests that if Mr. Ruane does not find any violations when he inspects the property, 
he should give the money back.  He also suggests that once the property owner rectifies 
any problems, and presents a receipt for the work completed to repair the property, the 
borough give the money back to the property owner.  Mr. Ditton asked about the 
borough’s costs.  Mr. Wolfe stated that Mr. Stuck’s argument had been that the borough 
is not allowed to make money; and now his argument is that the borough should lose 
money.  Mr. Stuck replied that Mr. Ruane is paid to do his job.  He also said that he pays 
his taxes, as does everyone who owns real estate in the borough, unlike someone sitting 
at the head of council table.  Mr. Ditton requested that Mr. Stuck end his comments and 
said that the council would discuss the topic in Executive Session.    

 
3. Mrs. Helen Martin, owner of Re/Max River Valley Realty at 166 Eighth Street, explained 

that Point Township has made the township side of Eighth Street no parking.  On 
Tuesdays when the borough has no parking on the borough side of the street, there is no 
place in this block of Eighth Street to park.  She has been to Point Township and was told 
that the no parking was for a 90 day trial period.  She is requesting that the borough clean 
the street between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday mornings so cars can park there 
during the day.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Streets Committee would have to review the 
problem and make a recommendation to the council.  Mr. Wolfe added that the no 
parking is not specifically for street cleaning.  Utilities and the borough crew can work on 
the no parking side of the street during the day.  Mrs. Martin suggested that temporary no 
parking could be posted as needed.  The Street Committee was asked to review the 
situation before the next council meeting on May 22, 2002. 

 
4. Mr. Jim Buch has purchased a triangular piece of property on Route 11.  A PennDOT 

sign warning motorists of the congested area ahead is located on the property.  Mr. Buch 
is requesting that the borough contact PennDOT and ask that the sign be moved closer to 
Danville.  Mr. Buch will check on the distance that the sign could be moved and contact 
the borough office.  PennDOT will then be contacted with the request.  

 
   

Executive Session 
Council went into Executive Session at 7:23 p.m. to discuss legal and personnel issues.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 8:00 p.m.   
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported on her activity since the April 16th meeting.  A copy of the Mayor’s 
Report is on file in the borough office. 
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Mayor Brosius requested permission to attend a Pennsylvania State Mayor’s convention from 
July 14-17.  The cost is $190.00 for the conference.  Mayor Brosius has offered to pay her own 
lodging.  Mr. Wolfe stated that council has budgeted money for conferences.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his work as Code Enforcement Officer and Street Inspector 
Supervisor during April.  A copy of the report is on file in the borough office.   
Mr. Ditton made a motion to increase Mr. Ruane’s hourly rate to $12.00 per hour, effective May 
1, 2002.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Council added its appreciation for a job well 
done.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Committee Reports 
 Public Safety 

The Public Safety Committee met on May 4, 2002 to review the twenty-eight properties 
where exemptions were requested.  The committee also discussed the time frame for 
replacing sidewalks throughout the borough.  They decided that it would not be feasible 
to have all properties in the borough in compliance within a year, so a draw system based 
on the voting wards, over a four year implementation schedule, would begin in 2002, and 
end in October of 2005.   
 
Mr. Shaffer presented the committee’s determinations for the exemption requests that 
were reviewed on May 4, 2002.  Mr. Carl moved to accept the exemptions for the 
sidewalk ordinance, as provided by the Public Safety Committee.  Mr. Shaffer seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer explained the criteria used by the Public Safety 
Committee to determine exemptions to property owners.  The only reason for an 
exemption is the extreme contour of the land.   
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the purpose of the Sidewalk Ordinance was to make the town 
safer for everyone.  The council is seeking grant funding for low-income residents and 
the committee suggests that the borough advertise to obtain quotes from contractors, with 
the hope that lower prices will be obtained for residents who need to install or repair 
sidewalks.  The contractor with the lowest quote will be announced and put in contact 
with property owners requesting that he install or repair their sidewalks.  This will not 
guarantee exclusivity to the contractor.     
 
Property owners present opposed having to install sidewalks where they have not 
previously been in place.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the council had several advertised 
meetings to discuss the ordinance before the council acted on the matter.  One resident 
felt that letters should be mailed to every property owner before the council decided to 
enact the ordinance.  Mr. Carl stated that the state code stipulates that the all boroughs 
have the right to compel property owners to install or repair sidewalks.  Mr. Wolfe added 
that the exemptions are recommended due to the contour of the land.  However, if the 
contour of the land of a property in the middle of a block does not prohibit installing 
sidewalks, but the land on either side of this property does, due to the contour; the 
property in the middle of the block was also exempted.   
 
Roll call vote was taken to accept the exemptions for the sidewalk ordinance, as provided 
by the Public Safety Committee.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. 
Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 
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Mrs. Helen Martin, a local realtor, suggested that the home owners and realtors should 
have something in writing so they know the dates when the properties must be in 
compliance.  Mr. Wolfe told her that he and the Borough Secretary would be working on 
a letter to be sent to every property owner affected by the ordinance.  The borough 
newsletter would also have more information. 
 
Another gentleman asked if any members of the council had voted against the sidewalk 
ordinance.  Three of the council members, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell, 
had voted not to adopt the ordinance.  
 
A gentleman who lives on Seventh Street said that if he must put sidewalks on Seventh 
Street, the storm water would be running into his house and driveway.  He also said that 
he did not see anyone come to inspect his property for the exemption.  Mr. Wolfe 
responded that the committee had reviewed each property on May 4, either by walking or 
driving by the property.  
 
Mr. Ditton moved to create a lottery of the voting wards, requiring property owners to 
install or upgrade sidewalks within the time frame stipulated for each ward.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and 
Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 
 
The lottery was conducted with the following results.  Residents in Ward 2 will be 
required to have sidewalks in compliance by October 31, 2002, with requests accepted by 
July 31, 2002 for extensions through October 31, 2003.  Residents of Ward 3 will be 
required to have sidewalks in compliance by October 31, 2003, with requests accepted by 
July 31, 2003 for extension through October 31, 2004.  Residents of Ward 1 must be in 
compliance by October 31, 2004, with requests accepted by July 31, 2004, for extensions 
through October 31, 2005. 
 
Mr. Carl made a motion to advertise for quotes from contractors to obtain lower prices 
for residents who need to install or repair sidewalks.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  The contractor quoting the lowest price will not be guaranteed 
exclusivity.     
 
Recreation 
 Mr. Greg Carl presented the design for the Water Park as approved by the Recreation 

Committee at a meeting on April 30, 2002.  Two options had been presented with the 
committee selecting Option A, with a few revisions.  This design is being presented to 
the council for approval.   

 
Mr. Carl explained that this is a long-range plan to upgrade the community pool.  Use 
of the pool has declined because of the increase in residential pools.  A feasibility 
study conducted shows that the borough has a market area that could support a mini-
water park.  William L. Haralson, & Assoc., the firm that conducted the study has 
been in business for over 20 years and has worked with successful water parks.   
 
The company that designed the water park, Water Technology, Inc., assists in 
locating funding through corporate sponsorships.  Mr. Carl explained that a 
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representative will be coming to the borough in June to explain how to obtain 
corporate sponsors.  The committee plans to begin a Capital Fund Campaign and to 
make improvements as funding is received.  Mrs. Groninger added that the Haunted 
House has provided funding toward the studies.   

 
Someone in the audience mentioned that the water park could only be used about 
three months during the year.  Mr. Shaffer spoke about the success that has been 
realized at water parks in northern states such as Minnesota and Wisconsin.   

 
Mrs. Martin asked if family passes would still be available.  Mr. Carl responded that  
passes would be sold.  Mrs. Martin stated that she liked the fact that her children 
could ride their bikes to the pool and she didn’t need to worry about them.  She is 
concerned because the water park at White Deer failed.  Mrs. Martin also asked if the 
borough was spending money for labor to paint the bath house at the pool.  Mr. Carl 
has volunteered his time to paint the bath house.  Mrs. Martin asked what businesses 
would thrive with the water park.  Mr. Carl told her that it would be up to the 
businesses to attract new customers from the people who come into town to patronize 
the water park. 
  
Mr. Carl moved to approve Option A, with the alterations, as recommended by the 
Parks & Recreation Committee.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 
 

Streets 
 A pre-construction meeting was held with Breneman, Inc.  The cold-in-place 

recycling on Priestley Avenue will begin next week.  Equipment will be moved into 
town on May 10, 2002.  Work will also take place on Second Street from Duke Street 
to Queen Street and on Fifth Street from Duke Street to Queen Street.  The finish coat 
will be done later.   

 
 Mr. Robin Bolig asked if the patching in the trench on Third Street would be repaired.  

Mr. Troxell informed him that the trench has a temporary patch.  The finished street 
will have four inches of base and 1½ inches of top coat.  

 
 Mrs. Groninger asked when the work on Orange and Second Street would be 

completed.  The sewer repair work is almost completed according to Mr. Ruane.   
 
Parks and Recreation 
 One vacancy exists on the Parks and Recreation Commission.  Mr. Carl moved to 

appoint Cathy Klopp as the new member to Parks & Recreation Commission.  Mr. 
Shaffer moved to appoint Letty Heim as the new member to the Parks & Recreation 
Committee.  Roll call vote.  Kathy Klopp was unanimously appointed to the Parks 
and Recreation Commission.  Mr. Carl stated that he appreciates the Ms. Heim’s 
interest. 

 
 Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Letty Heim and Brian Ginck to the Second Street School 

Committee.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Personnel – no report 
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Finance – no report 
 
Property – no report 
 

Old Business 
1. Second Street School Update  

The roof is scheduled to be completed soon.   
 
Mr. Redington informed the council that the committee reviewed the bids for the 
architectural services for the project.  The committee is recommending that the borough 
re-bid for the services due to one of the bidders pointing out a technical error on the bid 
from the lowest bidder.  Mrs. Groninger moved to re-bid the architectural design for the 
Second Street School.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Bolig informed the council that the fence at the Second Street School property should 
be repaired.  The borough crew will be contacted to repair the fence. 
 

2. Storm Water Improvement Project Update 
The bids for the project will be opened at the borough council meeting on May 22, 2002.   
Mr. Ditton stated that the borough must inform the contractor where to put the fill that is 
removed from the trench. 

 
New Business 

Ordinance/ Resolution Discussion: 
1. Mr. Wolfe explained that a hearing was conducted last week for the rental ordinance.  

District Justice Bolton indicated some changes that should be made to the ordinance.   
 
As a result, the council will vote by resolution to change the inspection fee for rental 
units.  Resolution E is defined as a Fee Structure Resolution and amends the fee for rental 
inspections to $50.00 per inspection for rental units.  This resolution also changes the 
penalty fee to a $25.00 minimum, $250.00 maximum under the civil penalty.  The 
violation fee for the criminal penalty ranges from $25.00 minimum to $250.00 maximum, 
and/ or 30 days in jail. 
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Resolution E.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Atty. Best asked that Mr. Wolfe should state for the record how the council feels the 
$50.00 fee relates to the work done by Mr. Ruane.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council feels 
that the inspection fee is adequate to cover the costs associated with inspecting the rental 
units and secretarial costs.  He added that the intent of the ordinance was not to make 
money, but to make sure that the rental properties in the borough are safe.  Atty. Best 
stated that his opinion is that the $50.00 fee is reasonable, and reflects the costs 
associated with the work done by the code officer and the borough office, including the 
record keeping and follow-up inspections.    
 
Mr. Greg Stuck stated that Lewisburg, on an annual basis, charges a flat, regulatory fee of 
$50.00 and there is no inspection fee.  Mr. Stuck said that one of his clients told him that 
the duration of an inspection was 16 minutes and Mr. Stuck does not understand the 
justification for the $50.00 charge.  He also does not “buy in” on the copy of the budget 



 7

costing $19.75.  That charge included a $15.00 administrative fee.  Mr. Stuck questioned 
if anyone else knows about the administrative fee or if he was singled out.  Mayor 
Brosius replied that several years ago, before she was sitting at the council table, she paid 
$23.00 for a copy of the budget and Mr. Stuck is not being singled out.  Mr. Wolfe added 
that the budget and other borough information are available on the internet.  Mr. Stuck 
said that he was not aware of that fact.  With respect to the ordinance, Mr. Stuck stated 
that the borough must stay within the case law that is there, it has to be reasonable, and it 
also has to be reasonably related to something.    
 
Roll call vote to adopt Resolution E – All ayes.  Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Marlin Burrell asked why residents should pay an additional administrative fee when 
the Borough Secretary and the Code Enforcement Officer are already paid to do their 
jobs.  A response was attempted by the Borough Secretary; however, Mr. Burrell 
interrupted the explanation. 
 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2002-8.  This ordinance defines 
“residential rental unit” and “townhouse.”  This ordinance also requires that a landlord 
arrange for an inspection after each and every tenant moves out of a rental unit.  Mr. 
Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-8.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Atty. Best explained that the reason for adding 
the word “townhouse” was because the owners of the Priestley Townhouses didn’t pay 
the fee because they felt a townhouse was not an apartment.  Mrs. Martin stated that 
realtors should be informed of the changes in the fees and ordinances.  Mr. Wolfe said 
that he enters all of the borough codes on the borough’s website for the residents’ 
information.  When an ordinance changes the code, the codes online are updated.     
 

2. Mr. Mike Balducci, solicitor for the Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation, 
explained the purpose for Resolution F.  This resolution states that the borough approves 
the financing for the Housing Corporation through the Sunbury Redevelopment 
Authority.  Mr. Balducci said that the law requires a public hearing, which was held on 
May 1, 2002.  No member of the public was present at this meeting.  The 
Northumberland Borough Council and the Sunbury City Council both must approve the 
financing.  Council questioned the low-income guidelines for the mid-rise.  Atty. 
Balducci explained that the Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation is a tax-free 
entity and most of the people meet HUD requirements as low-income elderly.  The 
requirements are that 19 units of the 36 must be utilized for low-income elderly 
residents.  Mrs. Groninger requested that the borough be provided with copies of the 
1990 agreement.  Atty. Balducci will provide the borough with a copy of the 1990 
agreement and a new agreement for the Steele school site building.  Mr. Dale Heim 
stated that the bids for the mid-rise are scheduled to be opened on May 17, 2002.   

 
Mr. Troxell moved to adopt Resolution F.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Atty. Balducci requested that a copy of the resolution, with a cover 
letter expressing the borough council’s approval, be sent to Mayor Persing. 

 
3. Resolution G provides for participation in the PSAB Borough Management Caucus.  

Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Resolution G.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
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4. Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2002-7.  This ordinance creates a 4-

way stop at the corners of Park and Sheetz Avenues and Park and Wheatley Avenues.  
Mr. Shaffer moved to add stop signs at these locations.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  A stop sign has been requested for Susquehanna Road at the 
intersection with Honey Locust.  Four-way stops were suggested for Priestley Avenue at 
the intersection with Orange Street and for the corner of Wheatley and Ropewalk 
Avenues.  Atty. Best advised that the additional locations could be added to this 
Ordinance.  Mr. Shaffer amended his motion.  Mrs. Groninger amended the second.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed 2-4. 

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to install stop signs at all of the above locations, except on 
Susquehanna Road at the intersection with Honey Locust.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. 
Carl voted aye; Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion carried 5-1. 

    
   The second reading of Ordinance 2002-7 will be at the May 22, 2002 council meeting. 
  

Requiring Council Approval: 
1. Payment of the bills was discussed.  Mr. Troxell informed the council that a reduction 

should been seen in the water bill for the Liberty Glass Center.  Mr. Troxell repaired the 
leak in the toilet at the building.  Council members thanked Mr. Troxell for doing so. 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 

2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of April 16, 2002.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. Bolig and the other firemen have been 
informed as to what they are to do when reporting to a fire if the two fire chiefs are not 
present.  Mr. Wolfe stated that letters have been sent to both fire departments, and the 
Fire Board informing them that Mr. Bogovich has been suspended as an Assistant Fire 
Chief.  Roll call vote to approve the minutes of April 16, 2002 – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe spoke with Ali Stevens of WKOK to plan another town hall meeting on May 

29, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. in the Borough Building.  He asked if this date is acceptable to the 
council members and mayor.  No one had any objections to the date and time.  The last 
town hall meeting was held two years ago. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe will be visiting Mr. Bowersox at the hospital tomorrow evening and invited 

anyone else who is available to go with him.   
 

5. Mr. Wolfe announced that the Personnel Committee has selected a Street Supervisor and 
a part-time Code Enforcement Officer.  They plan to discuss the positions with the 
candidates before formally recommending them to council. 

 
6. Mr. Carl asked for approval for Tom Slodysko to use the backhoe with the borough 

crew’s assistance to remove grass at an area at the pool to create a volleyball court.  
Approval was given. 
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7. Mr. Ditton asked about the letter received from the water company.  He was questioning 
where the water from the water tank would be flushed.  Mr. Carl stated that he saw the 
hose running down the bank and along the alleyway that is above the cemetery.   

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to extend the meeting for 15 minutes.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Motion approved unanimously.   
 
Requests: 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the request from the American Red Cross to conduct 

swimming lessons at the Liberty Pool this summer.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the request from the Northumberland County Children & 

Youth Summer Day Camp Program to use the Liberty Pool this summer.  Travis Fisher 
has recommended that the $4,500 fee remain the same as last summer.  Mr. Carl 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the request from Back 40 Bass Club, Sheppton, PA, to 

hold a fishing tournament at the Point on July 21, 2002.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
4. Towne Marine, Bloomsburg, PA, requested permission to hold a fishing tournament at 

the Hanover Launch on June 22, 2002.  Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the request, 
providing the group conduct the tournament at the Point, instead of the Hanover Street 
launch.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the request from PA Bass Federation District II, 

Wellsboro, PA, to hold a fishing tournament at the Point on July 28, 2002.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he has been elected to the borough council twice.  Two times the council 
members unanimously gave him the opportunity to serve as president, and he serves at the 
pleasure of the people at the council table.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he has been harassed by 
members of the community, such as Mr. Stuck, because he rents and does not own property in 
the borough.  These people seem to feel that he is not qualified to sit on council because he is a 
renter.  Mr. Wolfe offered to resign as President if the council so desires.  Other council 
members all stated that they feel that Bryan is doing a good job on council and do not want him 
to resign as President.  Mr. Troxell stated that most people do not know the amount of time that 
council members spend to serve the community.  Additionally, council members use their own 
vehicles when checking on projects throughout town.   
 
Mr. Wolfe said that he understands that people are upset about the Sidewalk Ordinance.  The 
suggestion was made to “bring it up for a vote.”  But the borough is a representative democracy, 
and as a representative democracy, people elect other people to make decisions and everything 
cannot be put on the ballot.  Mr. Wolfe said that people need to be more involved so they can 
voice their opinions the first time a subject is addressed, not after topics have been discussed 
several times and decisions have been made.  He added that it is not the council’s responsibility 
to send a letter to borough residents for everything they do.   Meetings and ordinances are 
advertised. 



 10

 
Mayor Brosius feels that a Community Bulletin Board may help to inform people.  Mr. Wolfe 
concurred and said that while the council members at the table do not always agree; they each 
make decisions based on what they feel is right for the town as a whole.  
 
Mrs. Groninger said that many of the people at tonight’s meeting are retired and the borough 
needs to find funding to help with paying for the sidewalks.  She thinks that the council needs to 
develop better public relations when trying to address issues in the borough.  An example was 
that council should have approached the Kiwanis Club to discuss with them the fact that the 
Kiwanis Building is located where additional parking may be needed for the pool.  And also that 
the pool project is a “pay as you go” job and there is a chance that “we could fail”.  And all that 
we would have is what is built this year.  But that is more than we would have had otherwise.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the minutes of the last borough council meeting maintain that the 
council had requested that the Fire Board present a candidate for the vacant Assistant Fire Chief 
position by the May 7, 2002 council meeting.  She asked what council intends to do about this 
subject.  Mr. Wolfe replied that, based on the discussion in Executive Session, this is a situation 
that is pending, and as such, it would behoove the council to wait to see what happens with the 
issue.   
 
PennDOT has contacted the Borough Office to inform the council that truck traffic on Water 
Street would need to be rerouted because sidewalks are to be replaced at the corner of King and 
Water Streets.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to extend the meeting 15 minutes.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Wolfe 
and Mr. Carl voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 
 
Council discussed options to detour the truck traffic.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion that truck 
traffic coming north on Routes 11/15 use Veteran’s Bridge to go into Sunbury, and traffic 
southbound on Route 147 should turn right at the intersection of Water and Duke Streets, travel 
south on Route 11, and cross Veteran’s Bridge into Sunbury.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  PennDOT will be informed of the council’s suggestion. 
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Groninger.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 10:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

Northumberland Borough Municipal Building 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

May 22, 2002 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, 
Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen H. 
Brosius, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The ten visitors present introduced themselves.  
Council noted for the record that Mr. Carl was absent because he was working on the 
renovations at the Liberty Pool. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Harry Wynn, a resident of Prince Street, stated that he had applied for a sidewalk 
exemption and was denied.  He noted that other property owners on Prince Street and 
other residents in the borough are not required to install sidewalks. Mr. Wynn added that 
other people have not received the letter stating the specifications.   Mr. Wolfe replied 
that letters will be sent to the borough property owners in June.  If sidewalks are installed 
on his property, a bank will be created.  Mr. Wynn feels that the bank created by the 
sidewalks would be as steep as the one that would be created at the properties on Prince 
Street between Strawbridge Road and Fifth Street and those properties have been 
exempted.  Mr. Wolfe said that the properties located between Strawbridge Road and 
Third Street require sidewalks. Mr. Wynn asked why no sidewalks are required on the 
upper side of Prince Street from Washington Avenue to Front Street.  Atty. Best 
explained that an exemption was granted for that area because all laws must be 
reasonable, and it would be unreasonable to make someone install a sidewalk, even if it is 
a benefit to the community, if the cost and difficulty to install the sidewalk due to the 
contour of the land is so great, as opposed to the benefit of the sidewalk.  However, the 
decision whether or not to exempt a property is a judgment call that was made by the 
committee who inspected the sidewalks.  Atty. Best added that residents who are 
unhappy with the committee’s decision have the right to take the issue to the borough’s 
appeals board.  Mr. Wynn asked when an Appeals Board was initiated in the borough.  
He was told that the Appeals Board is in the Borough Codes.  The members of the 
Appeals Board are Mr. Waltz and Mr. McWilliams.  Mr. Wynn said that he cannot see 
the point of putting sidewalks in at one property, skipping other property, and putting 
them in at the next property.  He does not think that is beautifying the borough.  He 
agrees that sidewalks that are already here should be repaired or replaced to look decent.   
Mr. Wynn feels that the borough should obtain grants to help pay for sidewalks.  Mayor 
Brosius told him that the borough is seeking grant funding to help pay for the sidewalks.  
Mr. Wynn feels that the money should be appropriated from some type of grant before 
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the residents are required to install or repair sidewalks.  Mayor Brosius stated that the 
borough would keep searching for funding. 
 
Another issue Mr. Wynn commented about was the water slides. .  He questioned where 
the borough was obtaining the funding to install the slides.  Mayor Brosius stated that the 
slides would only be done installed if funding is available.  Mr. Wynn was under the 
impression that the water slides were already started.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the project 
for this summer is a “dump tower”, which was built with volunteer labor and donated 
materials.  The pool improvements will progress as funding is made available.  Mr. Wynn 
does not feel that the water slides will bring anything into the borough.  He would 
advocate a referendum on the project. 
 
Mr. Robert Moyer requested that the letter that he sent to the borough council be read 
aloud.  The letter was read by the Borough Secretary and is on file in the Borough Office.  
Mr. Moyer asked why residents living on the odd-numbered side of the Fifth Street 
should be required to have sidewalks while sidewalks are not needed on the even-
numbered side of the street.  He added that the four properties that are affected all belong 
to retired senior citizens.  The four properties on the other side of the street belong to two 
retired citizens, and two homes where both the husband and wife work.  Mr. Moyer also 
noted that all the other sidewalks required stop at Prince Street.  Fifth Street is the only 
street where sidewalks are required above Prince Street.  Mayor Brosius asked if 
sidewalks weren’t already on the odd-numbered side of the street.  Mr. Moyer stated that 
two separate properties have sidewalks and he does not feel that he should be penalized 
because someone installed sidewalks at their properties forty years ago.  Mr. Ditton asked 
if Mr. Moyer would prefer that sidewalks were required on both sides of the street.  Mr. 
Moyer stated that he does not feel that sidewalks are necessary on either side.  Mr. Moyer 
also said that in order to meet the sidewalk at the neighbor’s property, he would need to 
install steps due to the contour of the land.  Mrs. Groninger told him that his area (3rd 
ward) does not have to have sidewalks until October of 2003, or if the residents apply for 
an extension, October of 2004.  Mr. Wolfe stated that one person’s problem is another 
person’s safety issue.  Atty. Best explained that with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
the borough needs to provide access for residents in wheelchairs or other disabilities. 
Residents taking issue with a decision regarding the exemption of their property could 
appeal to the Appeals Board.  Mr. Wynn feels that this ordinance will be putting undo 
hardship on the borough residents.  Mr. Wolfe restated that there are many residents who 
are happy because the sidewalks are being replaced.  He also restated that the borough is 
looking for ways to help residents offset the cost of replacing their sidewalks.  Discussion 
was held regarding the letter that the Council will be mailing in June to residents 
regarding sidewalk replacement. 
 
Bid Opening - Storm Water Improvement Project 
The bids for the Storm Water Improvement Project were opened and read by Mr. Wolfe.  
Mr. Max Inkrote, of Larson Design Group, Inc. told the council that the anticipated start 
date is in early July, possibly July 10, and a completion date is set for November 15, 
2002.   
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Mr. Troxell made a motion to award the contract to HRI at the bid price of $765,711.50, 
with the condition that the engineer review and approve the bid.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Discussion was held regarding the use of any waste material.  Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  
Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.   
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported on her activity since the last council meeting.  She recommended 
that someone attend the Greenway meeting scheduled for May 29, 9-11 AM or 4-6 PM.  
The Revitalization Committee has purchased flower urns for downtown and they will be 
planted and placed in the downtown before Memorial Day.  A copy of the Mayor’s 
Report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the Sewer Authority plans to install piping in the plant.  The 
low bid was $192,000 and the authority has the money in place to fund the project.  Mr. 
Shaffer heard that Point Township will receive a grant for their sewer project. He asked 
how that will impact the plant.  Ms. Lark stated that the plant does have the capacity.  
Plan 537 was completed for the project.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane informed the council that a hearing is scheduled for June 10, 2002 for 
one of the violations about the rental ordinance.   
Council discussed the letter regarding Act 45, the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction 
Code (UCC).  The letter from the PSAB explains the options available to municipalities.  
The PSAB is offering to provide a professional Code Enforcement Program at cost of 
approximately $1.00 per capita.  Municipalities have the option to hire their own 
inspector, create a new inspection program by passing an ordinance adopting the UCC, or 
opt out of the program.  The topic was tabled.  
The Planning Commission meets on May 30, 2002.  A sub-division for the former Diehl 
property, presented by Mr. Shumaker, will be reviewed. 
Mr. Bowersox asked about the backfill on Third Street.  Mr. Ruane stated that he did 
receive Mr. Bowersox’s written complaint.   
Mrs. Groninger asked if any problems exist at the railroad crossing on Hanover Street, in 
reference to a letter from the Public Utility Commission.  Mr. Ruane informed the council 
that the P. G. Energy installed pipe under the railroad; they did not touch the tracks.  
 
Executive Session   
The council adjourned to an Executive Session at 7:55 p.m. to discuss legal and personnel 
issues.  The council meeting was reconvened at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee would meet in July. 
 

    Parks & Recreation   
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The committee would like the council to discuss the fee schedule for the Liberty 
Pool.  The suggested fees are:  General Admission - $3.00; Children 5 & Under - 
$1, Senior Citizens 55 & up - $2.00, Group Rate of 20 people or more - $2 per 
person, Season passes: Single Person - $75, Family up to 4 - $150, Each 
additional family member $35, and Senior Citizen season pass $60.  Daily prices 
are ½ price after 4 p.m. 
Mr. Shaffer moved to accept the adjusted fee schedule for Liberty Pool.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 5-0.  
The unveiling of the waterpark design will take place at the pool on June 6 at 6:00 
p.m. 
 

    Personnel         
Mr. James Tamecki is willing to accept the position of part-time code 
enforcement officer.  Mr. Ditton moved to hire Mr. Tamecki as the part-time code 
enforcement officer.  This position will require less than 40 hours per week and 
will be under the direction of Mr. Ruane.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
The candidate for the Street Supervisor position has declined the offer. Discussion 
was held regarding the matter. Mr. Wolfe asked if the council would like to make 
a counter-offer.  Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger stated that they did not want to 
make a counter-offer. Mr. Wolfe stated that the street crew needs someone to 
manage their schedule.  Mr. Bowersox moved to advertise for a street supervisor 
with salary being negotiable.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton all voted aye.  
Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the 
crew is now working with one less worker.   
Mr. Shaffer will contact an individual he thinks may be interested in the street 
supervisor position. 
 

    Property 
 No report 
 
    Public Safety 

On advice of council, Mr. Shaffer is making a motion to draft a letter to the Fire 
Board, #1’s and Hookies.  The letter will state that the fire board has 5 active 
members who have been approved by the council.  They are Robin Bolig, Pat 
McPherson, and Mike McPherson, all representing the #1’s, and Fire Chiefs Josh 
Newbury and Mike Williams.  Anyone not on that list is not approved as a 
member of the Fire Board.  In order to have a quorum at the next Fire Board 
meeting, all 5 members must be present.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 
The Public Safety committee voted to allow the police department to spend 
$9,193 for equipment updates. This money is a reimbursement from the 
Department of Justice to the borough for the payback of the final installment of 
the C.O.P.S. grant.  The police would like to purchase equipment for the 
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department.  As of March 31, 2002, the borough is not entitled to any more grant 
money for the C.O.P.S. grant for wages. Mrs. Groninger stated that the money 
came into the borough to pay toward salaries for the police department. Mr. 
Shaffer moved to allow the police department to expend the money for equipment 
purchases. Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion held. Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Shaffer voted aye.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Troxell voted no.  Motion defeated 1-5. 
 

     Streets 
Mr. Troxell announced a Street Committee Meeting for May 29, 2002 at 7:00 
p.m.  A Round Table meeting with WKOK had been tentatively set for this date.  
Mr. Wolfe requested that Ali Stevens be contacted to reschedule the Round Table 
meeting.   

 Mr. Bowersox questioned the way the pipe was repaired on Priestley Avenue.   
Mrs. Groninger stated that the cold-in-place recycling work on Fifth Street was 
well done. 
HRI will be meeting with Paul Ruane and Breneman’s to determine a date to 
begin paving the streets.  
Mayor Brosius stated that a resident informed her that a noise occurs in the street 
around the high rise.  PennDot will be contacted about the problem. 
The traffic study being done by Bucknell students is complete.  The Street 
Committee is to review their recommendations to the traffic problems in the 
borough.  
Mr. Wolfe requested that the curbing and crosswalks be painted this summer.   
A detour is currently coming through town because Ridge Road is being paved 
between Strawbridge Road and Bulk Plant Road.   
 

Old Business 
       Second Street School Update 

Mr. Redington said that the new roof is being installed at the Second Street 
School building.  The request for architectural services has been advertised and 
the bids will be opened on May 30, 2002 at 1:00 p.m. They will be brought to the 
council at the first meeting in June.    

  
       Pineknotter Park Update  

A proposal from Larson Design has been received to restructure the contract and 
bid proposal. Since then, Mr. Redington spoke with the project manager who has 
stated that the proposal is open for negotiation.  Mr. Redington suggested that the 
council not act on the proposal at this time and he will arrange a meeting with the 
project manager.  Council members will be informed of the time and are welcome 
to attend. 

 
Mrs. Groninger mentioned that the Kiwanis Club had presented the borough council with 
a check from proceeds from the Spaghetti Dinner fund raiser and this information was not 
in the news media.  The fund raiser was to support the Second Street School building 
project. 
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New Business 
        Ordinance/ Resolution Discussion: 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-7.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  This is the second reading of this ordinance and adds stops signs at 
Park & Sheetz Aves; Park & Wheatley Aves; Wheatley & Ropewalk Aves; 
Orange St. & Priestley Ave.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0.  
These intersections are now 4-way stops. 

2. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2002-8.  This was the second 
reading of this ordinance which amends the requirements for the inspection of 
premises held for residential lease, etc.; setting fees; and establishing 
penalties.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  
Motion passed 6-0.  

 
      Council Approval: 

1.   Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion. Mr. 
Ditton questioned the bill for the culvert at Third and Queen Streets.  Mr. 
Troxell explained that the work was completed to repair pipes under the street.  
Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0.  The bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $12,832.93 and the Liberty Pool bills total $16.74. 

 
2.  Approval of the minutes of May 7, 2002 was tabled to the next meeting.  

  
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting.      Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
June 4, 2002 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, 
Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, and Charles “Bud” Ditton.  Others present were Mayor 
Gretchen H. Brosius, Atty. James Best, Solicitor, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The 15 visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Harry Wynn asked why every resident did not have the same time frame to complete 
their sidewalks.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council drew lots in a public meeting.  Mr. 
Wynn asked why everyone could not have until 2005 to install or repair their sidewalks.  
He also questioned why the properties on Prince Street from Washington St. to Front Street 
are exempt.  Mr. Carl stated that the reason was due to utility poles.  Mr. Wynn asked why 
the entire borough wasn’t included.  Atty. Best stated that the council has the discretion to 
decide where the sidewalks should go.  The council decided that the sidewalks should be 
required in the area where they are currently located.  Mr. Wynn also questioned the width 
of the sidewalks.  He stated that the 5 foot width is not required throughout the borough.   
 
Mr. Roger Graboski requested that the council reconsider building the water park, stating 
that to put a water park in the middle of a residential area is ludicrous.  He said that the 
water park which was at White Deer is no longer in operation.  
 
Mr. Wynn added that a water park which was in operation near Kutztown has closed. 
 
Mr. Schreffler asked if the council took the senior citizens into consideration when the 
sidewalk ordinance was developed.  He did not see anyone to talk to when the properties 
were to be reviewed.  He asked about whether the cemetery is exempt.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the cemetery is exempt.  Mr. Schreffler thinks that the cost of the sidewalks at his 
property, along Seventh Street, will be $2000.  Most people will not walk on the sidewalks 
in this area.   
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Mr. DeSantis stated that the committee may not have seen the bank at the rear of his 
property.  Mrs. Groninger was at Mr. DeSantis’s property and she agreed that he should 
complete the exemption form. 
 
Letters are being mailed to the residents whose properties are affected by the new 
ordinance.  The code officers will then go throughout the Second Ward to review the 
sidewalks and will determine which sidewalks need to be repaired or replaced. They also 
will inform the homeowner of what type of work should be done in order to be in 
compliance with the ordinance. Mrs. Groninger asked where the people should go to 
appeal their exemptions.  Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Best to comment on the situation.  Mr. Best 
stated that council could designate the Appeals Board to hear these issues or the council 
could say that the council’s decision is final and the resident has three days to appeal the 
decision in court.  
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that any past exemptions or further exemptions should go 
through the Code Enforcement Officer and if the Code Enforcement Officer feels that the 
council’s denials for exemptions were in error, the Code Officer may now exempt those 
people and the council would stand by the Code Officer’s decision.  If a person does not 
agree and a violation occurs, the resident may then appeal to the Court of Common Pleas.  
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that she does not want people to have to go to court over the issue.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough, as well as the homeowner, is liable if someone is 
injured on the property.  The council members are concerned for the public’s safety.   
 
Mayor Brosius said that she had a phone call from a resident on 7th Street who cannot get 
her wheelchair into the street because one of the properties has no sidewalks.  If sidewalks 
were to extend to the end of the block, handicapped curbing could be installed.   
 
Mayor Brosius also commented on a letter from Mr. and Mrs. Jay Wolfe.  The letter 
explained various problems, including gas lines and trees along the street.  The borough 
needs sidewalks; however, there are places in town were the grading is not conducive to 
sidewalks being installed.   
 
Mr. Wynn feels that before the sidewalks are addressed, handicapped curbing should be 
installed at all intersections.  He also believes that everyone should have the same time 
frame to comply with the ordinance. 
   
Mr. Carl stated that he feels the council is being fair because Selinsgrove required that the 
residents install sidewalks within 90 days.  
  
Mr. Schreffler asked if the borough would be liable if the gas line is hit.  Mr. Shaffer stated 
that the utility would mark the gas line when a PA One Call is made. 
 
Roll call vote was taken.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 4-3.  
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Second Street School Report 
Atty. Gene Brosius presented the recommendation from the Second Street School 
Committee.  The committee received bids from 5 architects.  The low bidder was Wolfe 
Associates at a bid of $4,000 for Bid A and $16,000 for Bid B.  Atty. Brosius added that an 
evaluation form was also included.   Mr. Gary Wolfe, of Wolfe Associates, has worked on 
the 2nd Street School for the school district.  He has the plans, layouts, etc.  Mr. Wolfe also 
received the highest score on the evaluation form.  Mr. Bryan Wolfe commented, for the 
record, that he is not related to Gary Wolfe, or Wolfe Associates.   The committee is 
recommending that the council hire Wolfe Associates.   
 
Mr. Carl moved to accept the bid from Wolfe Associates.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  The proposal that was given to the council was the committee’s 
recommendation.  Atty. Brosius stated that he would like to see a way to utilize the 
basement of the building.  He does not feel that the proposal is “locked in stone.”  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer 
voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
Executive Session 
An Executive Session was held from 7:40 p.m. to 7:48 p.m.  Topics discussed were legal 
and personnel issues.  
 
Mayor's Report 

 Mayor Brosius attended four meetings since the last council meeting.  She also 
visited an area where the portable pedestrian signs are in use.  She feels that they 
may be valuable to the borough and worth pursuing.   

 Four new locations have four-way stop signs.  They are behind the Norry Bank, 
behind the Second Street School, Priestley Avenue and Orange Street, and 
Ropewalk & Wheatley Avenues. 

 Handicapped curbing was discussed.  The locations where handicapped curbing is 
located were chosen several years ago.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the Streets 
Committee should discuss the handicapped curbing for the homeowner on Seventh 
Street.  He feels that handicapped curbing is the borough’s responsibility. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on his activity as Code Enforcement Officer.  The report is on file in 
the borough office.   
 
Mr. Ruane announced that the paving is completed in the borough.  Two cars had to be 
towed.  The cars were legally parked before the streets were posted.  The borough may 
need to pay the garage for the towing costs.  
  
The water company’s final paving is being completed on Third Street today. 
 
PSAB Regional Codes Program – Mr. Ruane contacted the PSAB for information.  A letter 
of interest is to be returned by July 1.   
 
Subdivision Proposal from Douglas Shumaker –  
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The Northumberland County Planning Commission and the Borough Planning 
Commission have both approved the subdivision proposal.  Mr. Alan Zeigler explained 
that the drive and the house drain onto the woods surrounding the property.   Mr. 
Bowersox asked why contours were not provided and Mr. Ruane stated that the property is 
exempt.  Mr. Troxell stated that the roads to be installed are going to be on the top of the 
hill and would not affect route 11.  Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt Shumaker subdivision.  
Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell all voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion 
passed 6-1. 
 
Mr. Ruane informed the council that the Branchview Development is planning the next 
phase of the development.  Mr. Robert Kline explained that the developers are changing 
the lot size and configuration.  The road design will not change.  
 
Committee Reports 
    Finance  

The 2003 budget dates will be announced at the next meeting.   
     
    Parks & Recreation   

The Design Revealing party for the water park at the Liberty Pool will be held on 
June 6 at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Carl thanked the borough crew for the loan of equipment 
and their help in completing the “Dump Tower” at the pool.  Judith Leblein, a 
representative from Water Technology, will be in the borough on June 14, 2002 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Front Street Station.  Saturday, June 15, from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 
or 4:00 p.m., a corporate sponsorship training session will be held.  This meeting 
will be in the Borough Building.  Mr. Carl stated that the money for the water park 
would be grant money and corporate funding.  Mr. Wynn asked what would happen 
if the money is not obtained.  Mr. Carl stated that the project would die.  No 
Northumberland tax dollars are to be raised for the pool project.  The money from 
the tax bills now is being spent for the feasibility study, upgrades to the pool this 
year, and for bills that had been paid for from the general fund in previous years.  
Mayor Brosius stated that the park is more a “Splash Land” than a “Water Park”.   
 
Mr. Carl moved to initiate a Liberty Pool Capital Campaign.  Mr. Shaffer seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Carl left the meeting at 8:20 p.m. to work on getting the pool ready for the 
Open House. 
 
Mr. Bowersox moved to allow the Northumberland-Point Township Senior Action 
Center to use the pavilion in Pineknotter Park free of charge.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote: Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, 
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox all voted aye.  Mr. Carl was absent.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 
Mr. Bowersox moved to allow Trinity United Methodist Church to have their 
picnic at Pineknotter Park on June 15 at no charge.  A discussion was held 
regarding the fact that there is a fee to reserve the pavilion.  If one church is 
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exempted from the fee, then all of them must be exempted.  Mr. Bowersox 
withdrew his motion.  

 
    Personnel - No report 
 
    Property      

The roof is being installed at the 2nd Street School.  It should be completed in two 
weeks.  Macadam on the playground area is failing.  The borough crew has patched 
the areas. 
   

    Public Safety  
Mr. Shaffer stated that a letter was received from the Northumberland Hook and 
Ladder Company requesting that the council approve James E. Troup, Capt., 
Michael Keeley, and Michael S. Reedy to the Fire Board.  
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint James Troup to the Fire Board.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint Michael Keeley to the Fire Board.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint Michael Reedy to the Fire Board.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 
The committee has received requests to ban burning in the borough.  The issue will 
be put on the agenda for the June 18, 2002 council meeting.  Mrs. Groninger stated 
that only one letter was received and that she does not know why the issue is being 
brought up again for just one letter. 

 
Mr. Tim Fink requested that the borough approve the D.A.R.E. grant for the 
program in the school.  The money will be received in November for the spring of 
2003.  Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the D.A.R.E. grant.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mayor Brosius stated that she feels the D.A.R.E. program is 
very worthwhile.  $2,349.50 is the total cost of the program and grant application. 
Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Sidewalk construction quotes were reviewed.  Four quotes were received. Mr. 
Shaffer reviewed the quotes.  The council is not endorsing the contractors. 
Discussion was held regarding the implications of the quotes.  Mr. Shaffer moved 
to post the names and addresses of the contractors who submitted quotes.  If a 
person is interested in finding out the amount the contractors quoted then that 
person may inquire at the borough office.  The motion was not seconded.   
 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to post the quote sheet so that the residents have an idea 
of what the cost may be.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mrs. Groninger voted aye.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox voted no.  Motion tied 3-3.  Mayor Brosius voted no.  Motion defeated 
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4-3.  Mayor Brosius voted no the quote sheet did not include all the information 
from the quotes.   If a motion is made to correct the quote sheet then she would 
vote yes.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved that the borough secretary amend the quote sheet, listing the 
quotes in their entirety, and have the quotes and estimates available in the office for 
the residents.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox voted yes.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Troxell 
voted no.  Motion passed 4-2.  

 
     Streets Committee 

Mr. Troxell presented the report of the committee meeting.  A written report from 
the Street Committee meeting on May 29, 2002 is on file in the borough 
office.  The Street Committee is working on getting a list together for the utilities to 
notify them of next year’s work.   Mr. Troxell would like to see Fifth Street and 
Orange Street paved.  Many of the streets in town have been discussed.  The next 
meeting should produce a more definite list.  
 
Mr. Wolfe spoke with a resident on Jefferson Street about the intersection at 
Strawbridge Road and Jefferson Street.  The resident is concerned that the 
intersection is sinking. His RV scrapes bottom when he makes a right hand turn 
onto Jefferson.  The borough secretary sent a letter suggesting he bring his vehicle 
in by the opposite direction. The crew painted the area yellow so that it would be 
noticed.  It has been suggested that a sign be placed alerting residents to the 
potential hazard. Mrs. Groninger noted that some issues cannot be corrected by the 
borough. 
 
Mrs. Shearer attended the Street Committee meeting to ask about the driveway 
below Susquehanna Street.  Council discussed whether this driveway is the 
responsibility of the borough.  Mrs. Shearer’s land was a part of Davis 
Development.  Mr. Troxell stated that before the borough would accept a road, the 
developer should have been required to pave it.  The maps in the Assessment 
Office do not show who owns the property in question.  The office staff will try to 
locate a deed of dedication.   

 
Mrs. Groninger stated that street crew had asked if the police could make two trips 
through the borough on “no parking” days.  It has been noted that the police have 
not been ticketing vehicles at 8 AM.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the broken meters 
downtown have been repaired.  Mayor Brosius stated that she and Chief Redington 
were taking care of that issue this week.  Discussion was held regarding the 
propriety of the mayor collecting money from the meters.  Mr. Wolfe moved to 
have a police officer and a non-police officer collect the meter money.  Roll call 
vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 
A discussion was held regarding the police department’s enforcement of the 
borough codes. 
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Someone questioned if people who do not have curbing should not have to put in 
sidewalks.  Curbing was installed in two areas of the borough recently.  The 
homeowners were not charged for the curbing.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the 
borough had the street surveyed and most of the land along the street is owned by 
the borough.  Mr. Wolfe expressed concern that the borough keeps paying for curbs 
when other municipalities charge the property owners for curbs. Mr. Shaffer stated 
that the property owners should be charged for new curbing; however, any 
replacement curbing should be paid for by the borough. Mr. Ditton stated that the 
property owner is responsible to maintain their curbing.  

 
Old Business 
 Pineknotter Park  

Larson Design Group revised its proposal for the light standards at Pineknotter 
Park.  Mr. Daddario stated that the cost for the proposal has been reduced.  He feels 
that the borough should tell Larson’s to “pack their bags” because Larson keeps 
changing their fees. Mr. Kohl is volunteering his time to spread the topsoil at the 
field.  The committee does not want to keep dipping into their $163,000. A work 
party will be held at the park on Saturday at 8:15 a.m.  The volunteers will fine-
rake the field.  Grass seed will be spread later.  There will be no baseball played on 
the field this year. Mayor Brosius stated that she thought the labor to install the 
light poles is to be done by the corps of engineers.  If so, it would help to defray the 
cost. 
    

 Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation  
Atty. Mike Balducci provided the borough with the closing agenda for the original 
Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation project and the agreement for the 
current project.   
 
Bids were received Thursday night.  The bids are in line with the estimated costs of 
the project.  The corporation will review the low bid this Thursday night before 
awarding the bid.  Atty. Balducci presented the council with a new agreement for 
the proposed midrise at the Steele School site.  A copy of this agreement is on file 
in the Borough office.  Mr. Balducci went over the agreement in detail. The 
Housing Corporation has sixty days to close the loan.  They would like the borough 
to review the agreement, suggest any changes, and add the agreement to the June 
18, 2002 borough council meeting agenda. 
   
The Housing Corporation will reimburse the borough for any expenses incurred. 

 No definition of elderly is in any of the housing corporation documents.  The 
original documents do not directly state “low income” purpose of the Housing 
Corporation is to provide “affordable” housing. 

 
 Storm Water Project  

The easements need to be notarized.  There are seven easements to be signed.  
 



 8

Mr. Shaffer moved to extend the meeting for 15 minutes.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox, all voted 
aye.  Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 
 
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. Roll call 
vote-All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of May 7, and May 22, 2002.  Mr. 

Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  
Motion passed 5-1. 

 
3. Susquehanna University Service Project 

Susquehanna University has offered to send a group of 15-20 freshmen to 
Northumberland for a Saturday afternoon in August to volunteer for a 
community service project.   One suggestion was that there might be something 
at Second Street School they could do.  Other years, the projects undertaken by 
the students were mulching the playground, and staining the equipment at 
Pineknotter Park.  The office will contact SU once a project is decided upon. 
 

4. Mr. Wolfe stated that letters about the sidewalks will be mailed to homeowners 
by the end of the week.  
 

5. Mr. Ditton received requests to change the no parking in front of the Masonic 
Building on Front Street.  Discussion was held regarding the reason for the no 
parking sign.  Mr. Ditton moved to post a “6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. No Parking” 
sign in front of the Masonic Building.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. 
Wolfe voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 

 
6. Mr. Ditton moved to post 4-way stop signs at the intersection of Wheatley and 

Church Avenues.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  
Motion passed 6-0. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA  
June 18, 2002 

7:00 p.m. 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen 
H. Brosius, Atty. James Best, Borough Solicitor, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. 
Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The nine visitors 
present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Daniel Benson asked if the council had seen his exemption for the sidewalks.  Mr. Ruane 
informed him that he has seen the request and will be visiting the property.  Mr. Benson thanked 
the council. 
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius read the following proclamation: 

 
WHEREAS, David Cantine is a resident of the Borough of Northumberland, and is a 
recent honor graduate of the Northumberland Christian School, and 

 
WHEREAS, David Cantine has distinguished himself by being named a National Merit 
Scholar for scoring in the top one per cent of the nation on the PSAT/NMSQT test taken 
by high school juniors across the nation, and 

 
WHEREAS, David Cantine has distinguished himself as being named as a Susquehanna 
Valley Young American for his school achievements, 

 
NOW THEREFORE, Northumberland Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius recognizes David 
Cantine’s accomplishments by proclaiming this 18th day of June, 2002 as David Cantine 
day in the Borough of Northumberland. 

 
Mr. Wolfe, speaking for the council, concurs with Mayor Brosius’ proclamation. 
 
Mayor Brosius reported on her activity since the last council meeting.  Her report is on file in the 
borough office.   
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The Revitalization Committee met at the park to decide on a location for a community bulletin 
board.  The monument with the Gettysburg Address may need to be relocated.  It was suggested 
that the Revitalization Committee meet with the Parks and Recreation Committee regarding this 
issue. 
 
A citizen of the borough would like to see a reminder for the residents of the borough stating that 
there are ordinances regarding burning, noise, and a curfew.  During the discussion that 
followed, it was suggested that these ordinances be posted on the web site, be mentioned in the 
newspaper, and that consideration be given to having cards printed with these ordinances listed.  
The cards would be available at the borough office and at businesses in town. Mr. Wolfe stated 
that this reminder will be posted on the web site,  listed in the September newsletter and that 
copies of the ordinances will be available in the borough office. 
 
Mayor Brosius suggested that the council should act on obtaining pedestrian crosswalks 
suggested in the Traffic Study.  A Penn DOT official, who was in the office, stated that the study 
should be sent to Penn DOT for approval.  Funds may be available for the crosswalks.  
Crosswalks are to be considered for Duke Street, the school, and the pool. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to forward the Bucknell Traffic Study to Penn DOT’s traffic office in 
Montoursville and that the council will follow-up with Penn DOT in sixty days.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion. Discussion held. Mrs. Groninger stated that in order to have an accurate 
count of the cars leaving town, Penn DOT should place more counters within the borough.  Mr. 
Wolfe asked if this issue should be forwarded to the Street Committee.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Carl, 
Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye.  Mrs. Groninger 
voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
Mayor Brosius read a letter to the council from the Northumberland-Point Township Senior 
Action Center thanking them for waiving the fee for the rental of the picnic pavilion at 
Pineknotter Park. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked all of those, young and old, who came to Pineknotter Park the other 
evening, and those who helped open the pool.  She also thanked Mr. Brosius for planting flowers 
around town.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane stated that this year has been a terrible year for high grass.  There is currently no 
construction going on in the borough.  
 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that he and Atty. Best spoke with District Justice Bolton regarding the 
fees and fines for the landlord permit.  He feels that the ordinance will be upheld.  Another 
hearing is scheduled for June 27th.   
 
Mr. Ruane noted that the Supreme Court recently ruled on solicitation permits. 
 
Mr. Ruane discussed the property on Orange Street.  The borough crew cut the grass and 
removed the garbage. Mr. Ruane spoke with the attorney in Harrisburg about the property 
problems. A team will be coming around to keep the grass mowed. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved that the borough take a lien on the Herlinger property on Duke Street.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 7-0. 
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Mr. Wolfe read a letter from Andrea Bashore, administrator at the Joseph Priestley House, 
complimenting Mr. Ruane for keeping her apprised of the paving situation on Priestley Avenue. 
 
Committee Reports   

Finance 
The Finance Committee will begin the 2003 budget meetings.  The dates are July 31 to 
review the current budget, August 28, to approve department budgets, September 25 to 
review salaries, October 23 income side of budget, and November 20 to review and 
approve the budget.  The meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m.   
 
Fire Apparatus Tax 
A letter was received from Mr. Thomas J. Wandishin regarding the audit of the 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company.  Mr. Wandishin was present and he 
informed the council that he has tried to review the 2001 year, however, nothing is 
recorded.  He explained that with a new administration at the Hookies, the company has a 
better handle on the records.  Mr. Wandishin is recommending that he and Mr. Barry 
Moser assist the Hookies in maintaining better records and could provide the council with 
2002 information once that has been determined.  Mr. Wandishin had been contacted by 
the Hookies approximately one month ago to audit the records.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
Mr. Wandishin is a CPA.  Mr. Wandishin replied that he is not and provided the council 
with his accounting background.  He was an accounting manager at Geisinger, and has 
worked ten years in the private sector, the past five as Controller at OTT Packaging.  He 
added that Mr. Moser is a CPA.   
   
Mr. Ditton asked what kind of documentation the company provided to obtain the loan 
for the fire truck.  Mr. Troup stated that Mr. Bogovich handled that part of the 
transaction.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that on October 9, 2001, the borough requested an audit of the 
books from the Hookies.  She added that audits had been requested before that time; 
however she did not know the exact dates.  Mr. Troup replied that the council had 
requested an audit when the fire company approached the council to establish a Fire 
Authority.  Since an authority was not established, the audit was not conducted.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that when Mr. Troup and Mr. Bogovich first came to the council to request 
money for the new truck, they were informed that an audit would be required.  Mr. Wolfe 
added that the audit deadline was extended from the end of December to May to June.  
Mr. Troup stated that the person who was to conduct the audit did not respond so Mr. 
Wandishin was contacted.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the council is dealing with public 
money, and while the council approved the funding in December of 2001, the fire 
department was asked to have a CPA conduct an audit in order to obtain the funding.  Mr. 
Wolfe questions how the borough can give this amount of taxpayer money to an 
organization without knowing the status of the company’s finances.  He also questions 
why any company would give an organization a truck of this value on a lease or buy basis 
without looking at the organization’s financial records.  
 
Mr. Wandishin stated that when looking at a lease/purchase agreement, the company can 
reclaim the vehicle if the payments are not made and resell the vehicle at a minimum 
loss.  The first payments that are made are basically the interest. 
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Mr. Ditton asked who signed the application for the truck lease agreement.  He suggested 
that the application be located to see whose names are on it.  Mrs. Groninger added that 
Mr. Troup has represented the fire company at council meetings.  Mr. Troup stated that 
the company president signed the lease.  Mr. Wandishin explained that the company’s 
administration has changed.  Mr. Troup stated that the past officers of the 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company were Jerry Aurand, President and Brian 
Luden, Secretary-Treasurer.  The current officers are Mike Keeley, President, and Bob 
Stiles, Secretary-Treasurer. 
 
Mr. Troxell questioned the amount of $12,000 profit for six months, as stated on the 
financial.  Mr. Wandishin said that when he examined the six months of records, he 
learned that the company used the net amount, so the amount reflects cash plus equity.  
 
Mr. Wolfe asked what the council could use the millage for if it elects not to satisfy the 
fire company’s request.  Atty. Best stated that the tax money may be spent on fire 
apparatus, buildings, insurance, and training.  It may not be spent on fire hydrant rental.   
Or it could be placed into an account and earmarked for a later date. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated, for the record, at the reorganization meeting in January that the 
majority of council requested a CPA audit be completed in May.  In May, the deadline 
was extended to June 15th.  Since the CPA audit was not received, Mr. Wolfe feels that 
the council must decide whether the company should be given the money for the truck.  
Mr. Ditton said that the original statement was “no audit, no money.”  And he feels that 
the council should hold to that.  Atty. Best advised that procedurally, the council should 
either accept or reject Mr. Wandishin’s report, with no offense taken if rejected because it 
didn’t comply with the requirement that it be signed by a CPA. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to accept Mr. Wandishin’s letter dated June 12, 2002, regarding the 
finances of the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company, as complying with the 
council’s audit request.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all nays.  
Motion failed 0-7. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked what the council would like to do with the money.  Mrs. Groninger 
replied that the council intended to give the money for the truck and she would like time 
to think about the situation.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the discussion until the July 16th meeting.  
Mr. Bowersox asked if the plan is to continuously collect the millage for the fire tax.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that it is being collected for 2002.  Mr. Wolfe added that he thought that if 
provided with the documents, the council felt that the truck was important to the borough 
and funding could be approved on a year-to-year basis.  At this point, the tax is just for 
this year; next year’s budget has not been discussed.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the tax money 
was not stipulated for only the Hookies; it could go to any group for fire apparatus.  The 
borough can make direct expenditures for fire safety, Atty. Best stated.  Mr. Troup asked 
if other groups would be required to provide an audit.  Mr. Wolfe said that it would be at 
the discretion of the borough, but that he would have reservations of giving it to anyone 
without a certified audit.   
    
Mr. Wandishin asked what, if anything, the council would like from the Hookies at the 
next meeting.  Based on this discussion, in terms of funding for the truck, the council is 
not obligated to do anything.  But if the Hookies provide the council with a certified 
audit, Mr. Wolfe felt that the council would consider the request.  As far as 2002 goes, 
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until council decides what to disburse that money for, any of the fire companies can 
request the money.  If the money is not disbursed by the end of the year, the tax payers 
could be reimbursed next year, or the money could be carried forward.  Mr. Shaffer asked 
if tuition could be provided for firefighters for advanced training and trench rescue, 
without an audit.  Atty. Best replied that it would be up to the council’s discretion. 
 

Parks & Recreation 
 Liberty Pool 

Mr. Carl thanked the individuals who attended the Pool Design Revealing Party and the 
people who were instrumental in making the improvements that were made at the pool 
this year. 
 
The Liberty Pool Association met with Judith Leblein on Saturday and was instructed on 
how to obtain corporate sponsorships for the pool.  She recommended that the borough 
consider hiring someone to obtain funding, on a percentage basis.   
 
Another suggestion was to establish an authority for the pool.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that 
the Finance Committee review the idea and determine exactly what the entity should be.  
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council is trying to better the community and feels that they 
learned a great deal from Judith Leblein about how to obtain outside money.  He feels 
that Water Technology is an excellent company.   
 
Mr. Carl and the pool association are to determine whether to hire an individual or a 
marketing firm to obtain the funding. 
 
Mr. Carl suggested that a name for the pool aquatic center should be determined in the 
near future.  A reason for this is to obtain professional looking literature so potential 
donors will know that this is a legitimate project.   
 
Judith suggested that the borough have a video tape made about the project.  Either a 
local television station or the cable company may be able to assist with producing and 
airing the tape.  Mr. Troxell will contact Dwight Walters, at Service Electric Cablevision. 
 
The next council meeting, July 16th, will be held at the pool.  In case of rain, the meeting 
could possibly be held at the Kiwanis Building or, as Mrs. Groninger suggested, the 
borough garage.     
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the borough is adequately equipped to refuse accepting 
advertisements from alcohol and tobacco companies.  Atty. Best felt that a Resolution for 
a Right of Refusal to accept funding from alcohol or tobacco should be adopted at some 
point. 

  
Personnel 

 Part-time office position 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to offer Jerra Carl the position of part-time office staff.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the matter.  Discussion.  Atty. Best recommended that the position be 
advertised since Jerra Carl’s husband serves on borough council.  He does not feel that it 
is a violation of the ethic act if the borough does not advertise the position; but it is in Mr. 
Carl’s best interest to advertise. 
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Mr. Shaffer moved to advertise the position.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 Street Supervisor 

Mr. Ditton made a motion to hire Chris Guadagnoli as the Street Supervisor.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The Personnel Committee decided that 
the Street Supervisor will report to the Borough Secretary.  Any requests for the Street 
Crew should be made through the Borough Office.  Mr. Ditton stated that this would 
eliminate the problem of the Street Supervisor having several bosses.  Mr. Shaffer 
questioned how emergencies would be handled.  Currently, the police contact the Street 
Crew if they are needed for emergencies after working hours.  Mr. Ditton read the Letter 
of Understanding that will be sent to Mr. Guadagnoli.  Mr. Ditton moved to send the 
Letter of Understand to Mr. Guadagnoli.   Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.       

 
Property 

Second Street School 
Mrs. Groninger stated that macadam at the Second Street School is failing in several 
places.  She recommended that once the contractor completes the roof, the borough crew 
lock the fence to prevent people from driving their vehicles on the playground.  Council 
agreed to the suggestion. 
Mr. Redington reported that the Second Street Committee met last evening.  The 
committee would like to meet with the borough council to discuss the plans for the 
building.  The date of the meeting was set for July 9th at 7:00 p.m. at the borough office.  
  

Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer received a letter from Mr. and Mr. John Sampsell requesting that the council 
re-examine the burning policy in the borough.  Mr. Ditton moved to ban burning in the 
borough.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wandishin, secretary of the 
Recycling Center, stated that if the borough bans burning, the recycling center will get 
more garbage.  Mr. Wandishin told the council that the recycling group gets very little 
money for the articles to be recycled.  Mr. Ruane stated that just because one person, or 
two, complain about the burning, it doesn’t mean that council must ban the burning.  He 
added the documented proof must be provided that the burning is causing health 
problems.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if this vote passes tonight, the council will need to vote 
on the issue two more times before it is adopted.  Mr. Troxell stated that the current 
ordinance should be enforced.  Mr. Wolfe agreed that the borough would have as many 
complaints if the codes were better enforced .Mrs. Groninger asked why people who 
obey the law are punished because other people do not obey the law.  Mrs. Brosius stated 
that today more homes are located in the alleys than in prior years.  Mrs. Groninger 
responded that the code stipulates the required distance from the property lines for 
burning receptacles.  Roll call vote was taken.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. 
Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  Motion 
failed 2-5. 
   

Streets 
 Stormwater Project Update 

Atty. Best stated that the paperwork is being prepared and will be sent tomorrow.  
The closing is scheduled for July 16, 2002.   



 7

 Mr. Bowersox moved to adopt Resolution H-2002.  This resolution approves 
reimbursement to the borough for costs relating to the storm water project up to the 
maximum amount of $1,113,715.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 

 Mayor Brosius reported that the Pineknotter Days Association has received large 
banners advertising Pineknotter Days.  She requested that the street crew place them 
at the entrances to the borough. 

 
Mr. Wolfe requested that council members assist at the Pineknotter Days hot dog stand on 
Friday, July 5th.   
 
Old Business 
1. Pineknotter Park - Larson Design Group revised proposal 

Mr. Redington explained that the group is now working on a proposal for the Army Corp of 
Engineers to install the lights at Pineknotter Park.  The work must be divided up into four 
separate bids:  a contractor to install the foundations for the lights; the light fixtures; related 
electrical equipment and installation of conduit; and an electrical contractor to make the 
actual connection.  Therefore, the committee needs four separate proposals for bids.  This 
additional fee of $3,600 is for Larson Design Group to draw up the four separate proposals 
and contracts.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the design change order for the 
Pineknotter Park ball field lights.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call   
vote was taken.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. 
Ditton voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   
 

2. Northumberland Housing Corporation Agreement 
Mr. Dale Heim, president of the Northumberland Housing Corporation, presented three 
documents for the council’s approval.  Mr. Wolfe read the first motion for the 
Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation Resolution concerning the DCED grant:  It is 
resolved by the Council of the Borough of Northumberland to adopt the attached Resolution 
(Resolution I) in connection with Section 4(c) of the Housing and Redevelopment Assistance 
Law; the attached Agreement between the Borough and the Northumberland Borough 
Housing Corporation in connection with the DCED grant in the amount of $337,000 and the 
attached Payment Requisition requisitioning the amount of the grant, $337,000. Further, to 
do any and all things necessary to receive approval of the grant, finalize the grant, and 
authorizing officers of the Borough Council and its Borough Manager to sign the above 
documents and to do any and all things required to submit the subject Grant Application to 
DCED and to requisition the grant funds.  Mr. Troxell made this motion.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Council next discussed the agreement between the Borough of Northumberland and the 
Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation concerning the construction of a thirty (30) 
unit mid-rise for the elderly and handicapped at Sixth and Orange Streets in Northumberland 
and its financing in part by a grant through DCED for $337,000.  The provisions under this 
agreement are: 

1. NBHC agrees to use the grant funds allocated to the project as set forth in its single 
application for assistance, that is for “soft costs” or non-construction costs. 

2. NBHC agrees to comply with the terms and conditions of the Contract between the 
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development and the 
Borough of Northumberland (Contract No. 21-170-0022).  Further, NBHC agrees to 
indemnify and hold the Borough harmless from and against any liability it might 
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incur as a result of the failure of NBHC to comply with the terms and conditions as 
set forth in the Commonwealth Contract. 

3. The Borough agrees to do all things necessary to receive the said DCED Grant and 
pass the said funds to NBHC including the signing of the necessary Grant payment 
requisitions and other grant documentation. 

4. The parties understand and agree that there shall be no payments from DCED to the 
Borough or from the Borough to NBHC until this Agreement and accompanying 
Resolution under Section 4 (c) of the Housing and Redevelopment Assistance Law, 
as amended, has been submitted to and accepted by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development. 

Mr. Ditton moved to accept the above stated agreement.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Heim stated that the contract for the mid-rise was awarded to the Robert Feaster 
Corporation for $1,727,000.   

 
      Mr. Troxell made a motion to adopt the agreement between the Borough of Northumberland 
and the Northumberland Housing Corporation.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  This agreement amends the 1990 Agreement between the two parties.   
 A summary of the provisions of the agreement are: 

The parties agree that the borough shall convey the deed for the Steele School site 
to the NBHC on or before the date of closing on the construction loan for the project, 
with the NBHC bearing all of the costs for transfer.  The Steel School site shall be used 
for housing for the elderly and the handicapped.   

The deed shall contain a restriction limiting the use of the property to housing for 
the elderly and the handicapped, and prior to transferring any interest in the property, 
NBHC shall obtain the consent of the Borough Council.  If consent is not obtained, the 
property and all improvements shall automatically revert to the Borough.   

In the event NBHC becomes subject to the jurisdiction of the Federal Bankruptcy 
Courts, or becomes insolvent and is unable to pay for its expenses in the ordinary course 
of business, title to the property shall automatically revert to the Borough.   

Additionally, if the property is not used for housing for the elderly and the 
handicapped for any one year period beginning with the date of completion of the project, 
the title to the property shall automatically revert to the Borough. 

The Borough agrees that the Steele School site shall be used as security for 
NBHC’s financing for the project; however, the Borough is not obligated in any way for 
any of the construction costs nor be responsible to NBHC’s lenders or creditors.  NBHC 
shall be solely responsible for all costs of the project. 

The NBHC agrees that construction of the project shall be completed in a timely 
manner, and upon completion it shall operate and maintain housing for the elderly and 
the handicapped. 

Payments to the borough are as follows: 
NBHC agrees to make annual payments (beginning on a date as set forth 

hereafter) to the Borough of twenty-five (25%) percent of its net income from both the 
Lewis Building project and the Steele School project after payments of all of the NBHC’s 
reasonable operating expenses, taxes (if applicable), debt service and a reasonable 
maintenance reserve (or sinking fund). 

The first annual payment shall be made within ninety (90) days after the date of 
the completion of NBHC’s annual audit of the year following the year that the 
construction loan mortgage taken by the NBHC in connection with the Steele School 
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project has been paid in full.  Annual payments subsequent to the initial annual payment 
shall be made within ninety (90) days of the date of completion of each annual audit.  A 
copy of the audit shall be supplied to the Borough upon its completion. 

The NBHC agrees to make these annual payments so long as it is operating the 
Lewis Building project and the Steel School project and receiving net income as provided 
above. 

NBHC agrees to consult with the Borough within 90 days of the date of 
completion of the NBHC’s audit in order to discuss the use of the remaining seventy-five 
(75%) percent of the NBHC’s net income. 

  
The entire agreement is available for review in the borough office. 

 A roll call vote was taken.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Mr. Ditton asked if the Fire Police were informed that council had approved that they may take 
the Fire Police vehicle to their homes.  Mr. Shaffer replied that they have been informed and 
have taken vehicle home, on occasion, as approved. 
 
New Business 
 Requiring Council Approval: 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  The motion was amended to include the payment of ordinary bills due 
before the meeting of July 16th.  If the final bill is received from E.J. Breneman, it is 
also included.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Robert Naginey, of Pfeiffer-Naginey Insurance, Inc., has provided the borough with 

options for the 2002-2003 insurance policies for the borough.  If the borough purchases 
insurance from Harleysville, the total cost would be $52,114.  The total cost to purchase 
the same policies from EMC would be $46,965.  Another option would be to purchase 
the Workers Compensation Insurance through the Keystone Municipal Insurance Trust 
at a cost of $18,865.  The Workers Compensation Insurance from EMC is $23,788.  
The insurance coverage for the Second Street School would be from Tuscarora-Wayne 
Mutual Insurance Company.  Mr. Ditton asked if the borough would still be covered 
through the litigation by Harleysville, if the council opts to purchase insurance from a 
different company.  Atty. Best stated that the counsel for the litigation would still be 
provided by Harleysville.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to purchase the insurance 
through EMC except for the Second Street School and the Workers Compensation.  
The Second Street School liability is to be purchased from Tuscarora-Wayne Mutual 
Insurance Company, and Workers Compensation would be purchased through the 
Keystone Municipal Trust.  Mrs. Groninger questioned the length of the term for the 
Workers Compensation.  The borough would be obligated for two years through the 
trust.  Mr. Shaffer also voiced uncertainty about joint the Keystone Municipal Trust 
because it includes a clause that provides, in addition to the initial and annual 
contributions, for further assessments which may be required if the liabilities are greater 
than its income base.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he would prefer to revise his motion to 
have the borough purchase Workers Compensation from EMC instead of through the 
Keystone Municipal Trust.  Mr. Ditton amended his second.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 

 Requests 
The River Rats Bassmasters requested to use the launch at the Point on July 20, 2002 and 
August 3, 2002 for fishing tournaments. 
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The Capital City Bassmasters requested to use launch at the Point on August 10, 2002. 
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the three fishing tournament dates, providing these dates do 
not conflict with dates already approved for other tournaments.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
  
Mrs. Groninger recommends that in the future, the borough should have the insurance 
carrier meet with the council in March to review the insurances.  The office should set up a 
tickler file. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that the borough is obtaining a $4,000 grant through the Northeast 
Pennsylvania Urban Forestry Program for the trees at the sewer plant.  A meeting is 
scheduled for July 17, 2002 at the Keystone College in La Plume, Pa.   

  
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 9:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting at the Liberty Pool 

Prince Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
July 16, 2002 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted a moment of silence was observed. 
 
Roll call  
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Gregory Shaffer, Donald Troxell, Judith Groninger, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present 
were Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Jim 
Tamecki, Code Enforcement Officers, Jim Best, Solicitor, and Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary. 
 
The 23 community members were present. 
 
Public Comment 
• Karen and Corey Nogle spoke to the council about developing a skate park in the 

borough.  Karen co-chairperson of the Revitalization Committee in the borough.  She 
is in favor of revitalizing not just the business community, but recreational activities.  
She feels that Pineknotter Park would be an ideal location for a skate park. Corey 
spoke about the need for the skate park in the borough.  He presented the council with 
a list of ideas for development of a skate park. Communities in the area with well-
designed skate parks are Bloomsburg and Williamsport.  Hours and rules are posted 
at skate parks in other communities.  

• Mike Keeley, President of the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company, informed 
the council that the accountant who is working on the audit will have a 3-month audit 
available soon.  The company plans to hire Steven Slayton to audit their records. 

• The Hook and Ladder Company plans to raise funds by having a ham sandwich sale, 
a food stand at Riverfest in Sunbury in August, a chicken barbecue in September, and 
a food stand at the Selinsgrove Street Fair.  Plans are underway for a classic car show 
in October and a motorcycle ride in September or October.  A candy sale and an 
annual fund drive mailing are scheduled for the fall. 

 
Code Enforcement Officers’ Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity for the code officers for the past month.  He 
informed the council that they are inspecting sidewalks in the second ward of the 
borough.  They expect to complete these inspections in October.  
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The borough lost the hearing on June 27th regarding the rental fee due to double jeopardy.  
The borough can issue citations to landlords who do not pay the rental fee for 2002 after 
the end of the year.  Mr. Ruane stated that anyone who has paid $100 for an inspection 
would receive credit toward his or her next inspection since the fee has been reduced to 
$50 per inspection. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the code officers have leeway in determining the length of time 
property owners may have to repair their sidewalks.  The code officers are spray-painting 
each concrete walk that is in poor condition.  
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the borough could be sued, along with the property owner, if 
someone is hurt because of sidewalks in poor condition.   Atty. Best said that the 
Borough could not be sued.  
 
Mr. Wolfe asked Atty. Best to provide a guideline for low-income exemptions when 
someone claims hardship regarding sidewalk replacement.  
 
Mr. Carl stated that safe access should be provided throughout the borough.   
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that re-piping is being completed at the Sewer Plant.  The 
contractor will be starting in August.  Queen Street between Fourth and Sixth Streets will 
have new pipe installed.  They will try to coordinate this project with the storm water 
project.  Other streets scheduled to have new pipe installed are Pond Avenue, near 
ButterKrust, and Prince Street, from Sixth Street to the end of the line, toward Seventh 
Street.  The bids will be going out soon for this work. 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance  
A meeting will be held on July 31, 2002 to begin work on the 2003 budget.  The 
committee will also review the advantages of forming a Pool Authority.  Atty. Best stated 
that information is available online regarding establishing municipal authorities.  The 
committee chairmen and department heads will be receiving letters detailing what they 
were budgeted last year, assisting them with requests for the 2003 budget. 
 
Mayor Gretchen Brosius arrived at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Benches are ordered for King Street Park. The Revitalization Committee has ordered 
waste cans for the downtown area.  
 
The Pineknotter Days Association presented a plaque to Mayor Brosius and Mr. Wolfe 
recognizing the borough council and workers for the thirty years of cooperation between 
the Pineknotter Days Association and the Council in making Pineknotter Days possible.   
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An email was received commending the borough for their excellent web site.  Mayor 
Brosius complimented Mr. Wolfe on the work he has done in designing the borough’s 
website. 
 
A question was raised about painting the railroad underpass.  If the railroad’s rules are 
followed, the underpass may be painted.  Their rules state that a railroad inspector must 
be present and the cost would be $750.  This issue is currently being considered. 
 
Parks and Recreation 
Mr. Carl moved to appoint Shennon Klopp to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion. Discussion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Carl nominated Brandy Broome to the Liberty Pool Association.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Discussion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Carl nominated Frank Wetzel to the Liberty Pool Association.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Discussion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Carl discussed the renovations to the pool for this year.  A new name is being sought 
for the pool complex.  Three options suggested at this time are Liberty Island, 
Splashland, and Liberty Splashland.  Mr. Carl approached people during Pineknotter 
Days to suggest a name.  Mr. Ditton suggested having a contest for naming the pool 
complex.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt the name Liberty Splashland.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion and announced a 
contest to name the pool complex.  The deadline for suggestions will be August 5th.   
Mr. Carl made the motion to conduct a contest to rename the pool.  Submissions will be 
accepted at the pool, at the borough office or via the website.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Discussion. Roll call vote -- All ayes. 
 
A discussion was held regarding corporate sponsorship for the pool. 
 
Mr. Carl moved that, as long as weather permits, the two August council meetings should 
be held at the Liberty Pool.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton all voted aye.  
Mr. Troxell and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 
Personnel 
The Committee will be interviewing applicants for a part-time administrative assistant on 
Friday.  The Street Supervisor position will be opened for applications. 
 
Property 
No report.  
 
Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer announced that the Fire Board has recommended Mr. Brian Crebs for the 
position of 1st Assistant Fire Chief.  Mr. Shaffer asked Mr. Newbury if he is planning to 
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seek re-election as Fire Chief for the next two years.  Mr. Newbury stated that he has not 
yet made a decision regarding re-election.  He will be making that decision within the 
next month.  Mr. Shaffer submitted the name of Brian Crebs as 1st Assistant Fire Chief.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Carl, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox and Mr. 
Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 4-3. 
 
Mr. Shaffer stated that the Fire Board submitted a letter to the council stating their 
support of the Hook & Ladder Company’s request that the funds for the truck be held 
until the Hook & Ladder Company submits adequate financial records.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that he had spoken to Mike Keeley and the lines of communication are open on this issue.  
 
Streets 
Mr. Carl stated that Mr. Palko requested that a four-way stop sign be placed at Sixth 
Street and Hanover Streets.  Discussion was also held regarding the stop sign on 
Jefferson Street at Madison.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if the sign is not authorized, the 
borough crew should remove it.   Mr. Troxell moved to place a stop sign at Sixth & 
Hanover on Sixth Street.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, 
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer all voted aye.  Mr. Ditton and Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 
Mr. Troxell moved to place a 3-way stop sign, except for a right turn onto Strawbridge 
Road, at Prince Street and Strawbridge Road.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Troxell all voted aye.  Mr. Ditton, 
Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion passed 4-3. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to place a 3-way stop sign at Susquehanna and Buchanan coming 
down from the hill toward Strawbridge Road.   Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Bowersox voted yes.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Carl voted no.  Motion failed 2-5.  
 
Atty. Best will draw up an ordinance authorizing the approved stop signs.  The ordinance 
will require two readings. 
 
Old Business 

1. Second Street School 
The Second Street Community Center Committee met with the borough council on 
July 9th to discuss the scope of work expected of the architect.  The council 
authorized that the architect should draw up plans to move the police department to 
the school building. Also discussed was the possibility of installing a new roof above 
the gymnasium.  The committee would like the roof to be constructed as soon as 
possible, using the remaining grant money and additional funding.  Mr. Wolfe asked 
if this discussion could be held at next month’s finance committee meeting.  Mayor 
Brosius is concerned that if the issue is not acted upon soon the price of steel will 
increase. The additional amount of money needed is $24,000. The contract with Mr. 
Wolfe, the architect, consists of two components that total $20,000.  The bid for the 
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design is for $6,000.  The remaining $14,000 is for final drawings, suitable for 
construction. The committee suggested put a hold on developing these plans in order 
to fund the roof project.  Mr. Bowersox moved to use $24,000 of UDAG money to 
Second Street Community Center Committee toward the construction of a new roof.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to authorize a change order for Brickhill Construction for the 
second phase of the roofing project, over the gymnasium only, for an approximate 
cost of $80,150.  If the work is not completed by November 14, 2002, there will be a 
penalty of 1% of the amount of the contract, per day. This motion is contingent upon 
both parties signing a contract.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call 
vote – all ayes. 

  
2. Stormwater Project Update 
Mr. Wolfe and Mrs. Bowman attended the PENNVEST closing today in Harrisburg.  
The loan process is as follows:  HRI, Inc. will forward the invoices to Larson Design 
Group, Inc.  After the engineer has approved payment, the borough will receive the 
invoices to submit to PennVest, and PennVest sends them to the controller. The 
controller then sends them to the treasury and the treasury wires the money into a 
special account from which the invoices are paid.    
The start date for payback is February 1, 2003, at an approximate cost of $5,300 per 
month for 10 years, and $5,800 per month for the following 10 years.  The face value 
of the loan is $1.113 million.  The timeframe of the loan is for twenty years, six 
months.  

 
The project will begin on Penn Street and work up the hill.  Mr. Ditton was concerned 
that the project would interfere with school traffic on Hanover Street in September 
and asked if the school district had been notified.  Mrs. Bowman will contact the 
school regarding the project.   

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills with an additional $24 to reimburse Mr. Wolfe 
for telephone calls. Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – 
all ayes.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total $44,004.22; the Liberty 
Pool Association bills total $4,027.86. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt the minutes of the June 4, 2002 and June 18, 2002 

council meetings.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – 
all ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Carl announced that the pool association will be selling “bricks” to raise 

money for part of the Phase III plans for the pool.  This is a sidewalk area for the 
new bathhouse.  A 4 x 8-inch brick will cost $50; an 8 x 8-inch brick will cost 
$100, and a 12 x 12-inch brick will cost $250.  Sample bricks were on display. 
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4. Mrs. Groninger noted that student volunteers from Susquehanna University will 
be at the borough on August 24th. 

 
5. Mr. Ditton voiced his concern with the inability to reach the police department for 

non-emergency requests or problems.  While messages may be left on the 
answering machine, Mr.  Ditton feels that if a resident wishes to reach the police, 
they should be able to speak to someone, not an answering machine.  He 
suggested that the calls for the police department go through the borough office, 
and that the borough office personnel should know the location of the police at all 
times in order to be able to contact them.  Possible solutions were discussed and 
will be addressed at a later date.  

 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:40 p.m. for a litigation issue.  The 
council meeting was reconvened at 8:51 p.m.  
 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 8:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting at the Liberty Pool 

Prince Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
August 6, 2002 

7:00 PM 
 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
Gregory Shaffer, Donald Troxell, Judith Groninger, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Jim 
Tamecki, Code Enforcement Officers, James Best, Solicitor, and Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich asked if the ads in the borough newsletter help to defray the cost.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the ads pay for approximately 80% of the newsletter expenses.   
 
Mayor's Report 
The Mayor’s report is on file at the borough office.     
 
Mayor Brosius noted that during the past few weeks there have been many instances of 
neighbors helping neighbors in the borough.  Many people came together to help aid in the 
worst possible situations – the fire on Duke Street and then helping to form a search party 
in Point Township for Todd Sees.   Mayor Brosius wanted to thank all those who took part 
in this neighbor helping neighbor.  She also noted that every time we hear a siren we 
should stop and pray. 
 
Kids Krafty Korner ended last week.  The average attendance was 20 children and 5 adults.  
The summer craft program was organized by the mayor with help from volunteers and 
college students in the PHEAA/ Degenstein program. 
 
The Revitalization Committee is sponsoring music in the park on August 11th and August 
25th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Cindy Lark reported that the project at the sewer plant will begin in the next two weeks.  
Bids will be opened on August 22.  Work on Queen Street may be included, depending on 
the progress of the borough’s storm water project in that area. 
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Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
The Code Enforcement Officer’s report for July is on file at the borough office.    
 
The Northumberland Housing Corporation has requested a building permit for the mid-
rise.  The fee for this permit is $10,298.  Mr. Ruane asked if the council wished to waive 
the permit fee.  Mr. Bowersox moved to waive the permit fee, of $10,298.00, for the 
Northumberland Housing Corporation.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.   Discussion was 
held as to whether the fee was included in the Housing Authority’s loan.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Carl, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox voted aye.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, 
Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion defeated 3-4.  Mrs. Groninger stated that Mr. Balducci had 
assured the council that the money for the fee was included in the loan amount.  
 
Mr. Ruane stated that the borough should be receiving an insurance check, as a result of 
fire damage from the Duke Street fire, for $14,000.   Mr. Ruane spoke to the owner and 
told him that the funds would be placed in an escrow account until the house is razed or 
repaired.  If the property is sold, the insurance money would still remain in escrow until 
the work is completed.   
 
The code officers are continuing to inspect sidewalks.   
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:12 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened 
at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to censure Mr. Bowersox for interfering with the 
contractors working on the Storm Water project.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Discussion was held regarding the extent and result of Mr. Bowersox’s interference with 
the contractors.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Carl all voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 
  
Committee Reports 
Finance 
The finance committee met on July 31, 2002.  A written report is on file at the borough 
office.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt the committee’s recommendation to disburse 
contributions totaling $3,725.00.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton all voted aye.  Mr. 
Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.  The $1,000 contribution for the Fire Police is to 
be reduced by the amount already spent on supplies purchased for the group.  Other 
organizations to receive contributions, and the amounts, are:  Penn Valley Airport 
Authority - $500; Liberty Glass Recycling Committee - $200; No. 1 Fire Company - $500; 
Hookies Fire Company - $500; Fire Board - $25; Fire Prevention Week - $600; Priestley-
Forsyth Library - $200; SUN Home Health Services, Inc. - $200. 
 
As a result of not hiring a street supervisor, it was suggested that funds previously 
allocated for that position be put toward expenses not included in the 2002 budget.  The 
finance committee voted 3-0 to disburse the funds, deducted from the budget line of the 
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street supervisor.  Parks & Recreation has requested funding to purchase lawnmowers for 
Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Carl moved to allocate $3,600 to the Parks and Recreation 
Committee for lawnmowers at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. 
Discussion was held.  Mr. Carl questioned if other organizations would be coming to 
council for funding for equipment.  Maintenance of the park was discussed.  In the past, 
the borough crew maintained the area outside the ball field fence and the ball teams 
maintained the area inside the fence.  Mrs. Groninger suggested spending some of the 
money on Streets and Property.  She noted that the street department has not purchased a 
trailer that had already been approved and that the Revitalization Committee had asked the 
borough to repair the bricks in the streets in the downtown area.  Other items mentioned 
for the street department were a new truck, and a roof or lean-to type structure, attached to 
the garage, or pole barn for storing equipment.  Mr. Wolfe requested the roll call vote on 
the lawn mowers for Parks and Recreation.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton and Mr. Carl voted aye.  
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion failed 3-4. 
 
Mr. Bowersox moved to allocate $2,000 for a new laptop with the software and a new 
chair for the Borough Secretary.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call 
vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Revitalization Committee has requested funds to be put toward a Community Bulletin 
Board at King Street Park.  Mr. Ditton moved to allocate $4,000 for a Community Bulletin 
Board, with landscaping, for King Street Park.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Discussion held. Mayor Brosius noted that Revitalization has used some of their funding to 
purchase waste cans and memorial benches.  They do not have enough money remaining to 
consult with a professional landscaper.  She also noted that the American Legion Post 44 
has offered to clean up the Gettysburg Address monument.  Roll call vote to allocate 
$4,000 for the Community Bulletin Board was taken.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, 
Mr. Shaffer voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion 
passed 4-3.   
 
The sidewalks at the Girl Scout House need to be replaced.  Mr. Ditton moved to allocate 
$5,000 for sidewalks and a handicapped-accessible wooden ramp to be placed at the side 
entrance of the Girl Scout House.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion held. Roll 
call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to allocate approximately $3,600 to purchase a front end loader for the 
Kubota.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion held.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that department heads have been sent letters regarding the Finance 
Committee meeting scheduled for August 28th at 6:30 p.m.  This meeting will cover 
budgeted items for 2003.  
 
Parks & Recreation 
The Parks & Recreation committee received 10 submissions for the renaming of the 
Liberty Pool.  The top three names are: Liberty Splashland, Splashland Family Aquatic 
Center, and Waterworks at Liberty Hollow.    
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Mr. Carl moved to name the future family aquatic center Waterworks at Liberty Hollow.  
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Wolfe voted yes.  
Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted no.  Motion 
failed 2-5.   
 
Mr. Carl moved to name the aquatic center Splashland Family Aquatic Center.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl and Mr. Ditton voted yes.  Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion failed 2-5.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to name the aquatic center Liberty Splashland.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Groninger 
voted aye.  Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-2.  Mr. Carl added 
that the name Liberty Splashland was submitted by Mr. Michael Daddario. 
 
Mr. Carl stated that Judith Leblein suggested that the committee obtain professional 
documentation to present to corporations for fund raising.  She has worked with a firm in 
Indiana that produces logos.  Host Art & Framing has submitted an estimate of $350 - 
$500 for a basic logo, camera-ready art and a color sample which would include three 
preliminary ideas, and a sample to include on advertising brochures.  Mr. Carl moved to 
hire Host Art & Framing to create the logo at a cost of $350 to $500, coming from the 
Liberty Pool fund.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, 
Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion 
passed 6-1.  
 
Mr. Carl noted that the Recreation Program is still being held at C.W. Rice tennis courts, 
weekdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., and the program is being run by Mike Bowman. 
 
Personnel 
Mr. Ditton moved to hire Joyce Yoder as an assistant office clerk at a rate of $7.50 per 
hour to replace Debbie Stengele.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote. Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell all 
voted aye.  Motion passed 7-0.   
 
The Street Supervisor position will be re-advertised in the Daily Item.   
 
Property 
Mr. Wolfe inquired as to the status of the roof on Second Street Community Center.   Atty. 
Best has the change order ready to be signed.     
The next Property Committee meeting will be held on August 27, 2002 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer moved to give permission for the Fire Police to attend the parade in 
Middleburg on August 8, 2002.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
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Don Keeley asked about repairing the gazebo.  He is concerned because the gazebo is 
beginning to rot.   Mayor Brosius requested that Mr. Keeley attend the next Revitalization 
Committee to express his concerns.  The next meeting will be held on August 12 at 7:30 
p.m.  The Improvement Committee has obtained the services of the Robert Feaster 
Corporation to repair the gazebo.  Mr. Wolfe is concerned about the fact that the 
committee has said they will take care of this matter and, as yet, it has not been done. 
 
Mayor Brosius would like to attend the next Public Safety meeting.  She is concerned 
about the traffic situation on Duke Street and the EMA plan. She also feels that the police 
chief and the fire chief should be present for this meeting.   
 
Mr. Daddario stated that one of the slats in the roof of the pavilion at Pineknotter Park 
needs to be repaired.  The borough crew will check it out.  
 
Mrs. Groninger received a call from Donald Shuman regarding the power outage on the 
hill.  During the power outage, the water pump did not work, and this is a safety issue for 
the residents on the hill. 
 
Mr. Ditton thanked Don Keeley for his part in the rescue at the fire scene on Duke Street.  
Mr. Ditton also noted that it took PPL two hours to shut off the power to the burning 
structure.  Standby crews were available but he understands that PPL would not call them 
in since they would have had to pay the workers for four hours.  This issue will be 
discussed at the next Public Safety meeting. 
 
Mrs. Groninger commended the police department for detouring the tractor trailers to Penn 
Street during the fire.   
 
At the request of the Fire Police, Mr. Ditton suggested that a “right turn only” sign be 
placed on Queen Street for traffic entering Water Street at the upper side of the intersection 
with Queen Street.  There have been seven accidents at this intersection in the past year, 
and two in the last month.  Mr. Wolfe moved to add a “right turn only” sign at the stop 
sign at Queen & Water Streets, in front of the Lewis Building.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Discussion. Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox 
voted aye; Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion passed 4-3. 
 
Discussion was held regarding the placement and removal of stop signs in the borough.  
Mr. Wolfe requested that the stop sign at the end of Jefferson Street be removed since no 
record of its approval by a council exists.  As such, it is not legal. 
 
The next Public Safety meeting will be held on August 21, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Streets 
The next Streets Committee meeting will be held on August 27, 2002 at 7:30 p.m.  
Discussion will take place regarding street projects for next year. 
  
Old Business 
    1.  Second Street School 
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 The Second Street School Committee met with Gary Wolfe, the architect for the 
design of the building.   The committee discussed where they currently stand and 
gave Mr. Wolfe their ideas.  The committee is pleased with the choice of Mr. Wolfe 
as the architect for the project.   Mr. Wolfe will work on the proposal and provide the 
borough with a formal contact.  

 
Mr. Peck from Brickhill Construction has agreed to contract the roof over the gym.  
The change order has been prepared by Atty. Best. 

 
 Street crew personnel Don Keeley and Jim Dodge suggested that Second Street 

School be opened for ventilation.  They noted that building smells musty and mildew 
is forming in the basement. It was also suggested that the new section of the building, 
which now has a new roof, should be heated for the winter.  

 
2. Pineknotter Park 

Larson Design Group, Inc. is working on dividing the light project at Pineknotter 
Park for bids.   
 
The borough crew’s help will be needed to construct handicapped access to the rest 
rooms.  Work at the park is progressing along well. 

 
3. Storm Water Project Update 
 Paul Ruane stated that the Storm Water Project is progressing well.  The concrete        

pipe between Queen Street and Duke Street is installed.  Mr. Ruane stated that HRI is 
a good contractor and they are doing a good job.  Cindy Lark stated that, from a 
utility standpoint, the contractor is easy to work with.  During this discussion, Mr. 
Bowersox asked Mr. Ruane if he had seen him at the job site and what he heard.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that he saw Mr. Bowersox but was not close enough to hear the 
conversation between Mr. Bowersox and the contractor.  Mr. Bowersox asked that 
the person accusing him of wrong doing face him. Mr. Ditton stated that he did hear 
the conversation that Mr. Bowersox had with the contractor.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. 
Bowersox disagreed with what had been said at the construction site.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that, as borough council president, his only comment is that “Mr. Bowersox is 
upset that we have an inspector and is upset that we have not asked for his input on 
this.”  Mr. Wolfe added that “the borough office and other council members have 
been informed that the cost of this project may go up if Mr. Bowersox continues to 
go on site and doing what he has been doing.”  This is the reason the council voted to 
censure Mr. Bowersox earlier in the meeting. 
 

 Mr. Brosius asked about damage done by the contractor to sidewalks and curbing.  
Mrs. Bartman contacted Mr. Brosius about the contractor cutting down trees.  She 
would like to know who will replace them.  Mr. Wolfe will contact the chairman of 
the Shade Tree Commission.  He feels that the borough should replace the trees.  
Money is available in the loan for the borough to replace the trees; however this is 
not part of the contract for HRI, Inc. to replace the trees.  
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Mrs. Groninger wanted to know if property owners in the area received letters 
regarding the project and alerting them to the fact that there will be parking problems 
and that it would be necessary to remove trees.  Mr. Wolfe felt that the project was 
adequately advertised.  The property owners were all sent letters informing them of 
the project and inviting them to attend the public meeting in April to review the plans 
and ask questions of the engineers.  Mrs. Groninger feels that to send letters would 
have been a “good neighbor” thing to do. 

  
New Business 
      Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Troxell moved to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2002 and July 16, 2002 
council meetings.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, 
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Carl all voted aye. Mr. 
Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
    2.  Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion. 

Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 7-0.   
 

2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the transfer of funds from Liberty Pool Account to the 
General Fund for the pool’s payroll expense.  The paychecks are written on the 
General Fund each week.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  
Motion passed 7-0. 

 
3. Mr. Shaffer moved to reappoint Richard Hort to Zoning Commission for a 3-year 

term.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
4. Mr. Carl moved to reappoint Michael Mertz to the Planning Commission for a 4- 

year term.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion was held.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell voted yes.  Mr. 
Wolfe and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 5-2. 
  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
 Council Meeting at the Liberty Pool  

Prince Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
August 20, 2002 

 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge to the Flag was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius gave the Invocation 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe. 
Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Attorney James Best, Solicitor, Lawrence 
Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Janice Bowman 
Borough Secretary. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Pineknotters Park Ball field – Larson Design Group, Inc. 
Ms. Joyce Seno, project manager, distributed information relating to her presentation. 
• Earlier this week revised packages for re-bidding the project were sent to the borough.  Since 

that time she talked with Larry Redington, clarifying the electrical bid part of the work.  They 
repackaged everything so they have a separate solicitation for installing the foundations. 

• A separate solicitation was prepared for the borough to purchase the ball field lights directly 
from one of the suppliers. 

• Other bid packages are one for an electrical supplier and a separate one for the electrical 
contractor. 

• Summary of the work, provided by Larson Design Group, Inc. is on file in the Borough 
Office. 

Mr. Larry Redington said that the next step is to put the four contracts out for bid.  He requested 
that the council authorize the bids, setting a due date of 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 17, 
2002. 
Mr. Shaffer made the motion to put the four separate items for ball field lighting at Pineknotter 
Park out for bids.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Storm Water Project – Larson Design Group, Inc. 
Mr. Max Inkrote, Project Engineer from Larson’s Design Group, Inc. presented an update of the 
project.  HRI, Inc. is currently constructing two main storm water lines.  
 
Alignment number one begins at Penn Street, crosses Duke Street, and extends through private 
property to Queen Street.  The line runs on Queen Street to Brickyard Alley, up Brickyard to 
Hanover Street, from Hanover to Fifth Street and ends at Prince Street. 
 
Alignment number two connects to the first on Queen Street, extends to Fifth Street and to 
Wheatley Avenue. 
 
According to Mr. Inkrote, approximately 25% of the total construction is finished.  The line from 
Penn Street to King Street is completed.  He added that the project going well.  A few minor 
problems were explained: 

1. Down spouts had been connected into the old storm sewer pipe at three properties 
between Duke and Queen Streets.  A dry well was installed and the down spouts were 
directed to this dry well. 

2. Two residents were unhappy that trees had to be removed from their properties. A 
landscape architect with Larson Design Group, Inc. will work with the borough’s 
Shade Tree Commission to choose trees to replace those that were removed.  Species 
with roots that grow straight down will be considered. 

3. Two sewer laterals from residences on Queen Street needed to be redirected.  The 
sewer laterals went through the middle of the storm water pipe.  It was necessary to 
redirect the laterals to the properties.  The extra cost will be covered in the 
contingency budget.  The overall cost of the project is still anticipated to be lower 
than the original estimate. 

 
Mr. Inkrote introduced the inspector on the project, Mr. Andy Anderson.  Mr. Inkrote explained 
that Mr. Anderson is here every day, while Mr. Inkrote visits the construction site each week and 
is available by telephone whenever needed. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked about the problem with the trees.  Mr. Inkrote stated that he spoke with 
two residents and their questions have been answered.  For the size of the project, he feels that 
everything is going extremely well. 
 
Mr. Bowersox requested that the following discussion be reported verbatim.  (It should be 
noted that at times it was difficult to hear the exact words on the tape because the speaker spoke 
softly or several people were speaking at once.) 
 
Mr. Inkrote said:  I don’t know how many have been through projects like these before but we’re 
basically putting down 5,000 feet of storm sewer in an old borough and things are doing as well, 
… I couldn’t ask for more.  We got a great crew out there; we got a good inspector and a good 
engineer.  I think everything is going well. 
 
Mr. Bowersox:  I was in that position.   
Mr. Inkrote:  What position was that?   
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Mr. Bowersox:  Of putting in storm sewers & pipes and it was down on Delaware Avenue in 
Philadelphia, which was little more complicated than the borough of Northumberland.   
Mr. Inkrote:  A lot more traffic problems there.   
Mr. Bowersox:  Yeah, I have some questions.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Okay.   
Mr. Bowersox:  I was told that I was costing the borough money.  I was…lies about it.  If I was 
costing the borough money, what did I do to cost them money?   
Mr. Inkrote:  Well,  
Mr. Bowersox:  I want to hear it now.   
Mr. Inkrote:  It’s hard to say what it was because I didn’t receive the letter like I was supposed to 
from HRI and I wasn’t here, but I guess honestly I don’t know what answer to give you… 
Mr. Bowersox:  I’ve been censored for something I didn’t do.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Well… 
Mr. Bowersox:  Your inspector sits there, he knows I didn’t hold them up; I might have held 
HIM up.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Well, we really don’t want to get into a shouting match,  
Mr. Bowersox:  No, we’re not getting into a shouting match, but… 
Mr. Inkrote:   I’m trying to answer your question the best I can but I really don’t have a direct 
answer.  
Mr. Bowersox:  I have people sitting at this table that’s calling me a liar. 
Mr. Anderson:  If you can’t, I was there. 
Mr. Inkrote said to Mr. Anderson:  Do you want to try to address this?   
Mr. Anderson:  You handle what you want to, and what you can’t, I will.   
Mr. Inkrote:  All I can tell you is that I know that we have a contractor who is a very good 
contractor.    
Mr. Bowersox:  I agree with that.   
Mr. Inkrote: …and for the most part everybody’s happy.  And I don’t know why that contractor 
would have called me and told me they were going to stop work if you (Paul) showed up at the 
job site again, unless there was something significant because the job foreman is a very nice, 
gentle guy…   
Mr. Bowersox:  The significant part was I showed up on that job when council said I wouldn’t 
dare to.  That’s the significant part.  I did nothing towards HRI.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Then I don’t know what that would have to do with HRI being upset.   
Mr. Bowersox:  I asked them about the sump and told them what nice topsoil they had.  Now 
him (Anderson) and I had a different discussion.  But that had nothing to do with the work going 
on.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Again, if I’m not there, I can’t tell you… 
Mr. Bowersox:  I’m censored for something I didn’t do.  You said you were going to be here and 
you’d talk to me about it.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Actually, I was hoping to stop by your home sometime.   
Mr. Bowersox:  I’d love to. 
 
Mayor Brosius had another question.  She is a member of the Flood Mitigation Committee.  She 
explained that the work accomplished by the group is in its final stages.  She just received a 
report pertaining to the Flood Mitigation Committee’s findings from SEDA-Cog.  Mayor Brosius 
is concerned about the two culverts that are below Penn Street.  Mr. Inkrote stated that this 
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project begins at the ditch below Penn Street.  The area below this ditch is on railroad property.  
The second culvert has smaller openings and it is felt that the railroad would be responsible to 
clean out this culvert and make any necessary repairs.  Mr. Inkrote had contacted Greg Schoffler, 
with the Northumberland County Planning Commission, to see if the borough’s project would 
impact that area and was told that the borough could proceed with their plans.  Mr. Inkrote 
suggested that the railroad company be contacted about the culverts on their property.  The 
borough signed an Agility Agreement with PennDOT to have the ditch below Penn Street 
cleaned out.  Since that work was completed, a big difference has been noted in the storm water 
drainage at this area.  Mr. Inkrote told the council that he has a name of a contact with the 
railroad and will provide the information to the borough office.   
 
This is another section of the minutes that Mr. Bowersox requested be provided verbatim. 
 
Mr. Bowersox:  Max, I inspected the chlorine contact tanks at the sewer plant and right there 
Dean Paul is, he was in charge of it, had no problems, but yet I can’t walk on the job at the 
Borough of Northumberland without being censored?  I want to know why. 
Mr. Inkrote:  I’ve already told you.   
Mr. Bowersox:  You didn’t tell me nothing.   
Mr. Inkrote (to Mr. Anderson): …or would you rather not?   
Mr. Anderson:  I don’t care.  I’m not walking away from it.   
Mr. Inkrote:  But if you’re not comfortable... 
Mr. Anderson:  I’ve been at this racket 46-47 years.  This is one of the nicest jobs I’ve had, 
nicest contractor.  Bill, the foreman, is out of this world, and Bill does not like anybody, not even 
me, to come in and talk to his men.  They know…The contractor and I have a great trust in each 
other.  That’s why the job has went so good for two weeks and then all of a sudden it blew apart 
and it… 
Mr. Bowersox:  Well, is it against the law to ask how much fill there was, how much modified 
there was under the pipes and or if it was 2A?  Yes, I did ask that.  Is that holding up the 
contractor?   
Mr. Anderson:  You stopped the contractor’s men. 
Mr. Bowersox:  I did not stop the contract, that’s a damn lie and you know it!   
Mr. Wolfe pounds the gavel:  Okay, Paul. 
Mr. Bowersox:  Okay, Bryan, put some more lies in the paper.   
Mr. Anderson:  I’m not here to argue and I apologize for it.  But, I was put in charge of this job 
and I think you people ought to be damn thankful we got the contractor...  We have had no 
neighbors out ready to shoot us or anything else.  It’s a smooth running project.   
Mr. Bowersox:  I don’t think the trouble is with the contractor, I think the trouble is with the…  
Mr. Anderson:  Well, I know what you’re insinuating to, so if you gentlemen don’t mind…   
Mr. Wolfe:  Well, Paul, Max has nothing to do with it… 
Mr. Bowersox:  Yes, Max did have something to do with it.  He told me I wasn’t qualified to do 
the inspection.  We’re paying $40.90 an hour now, when we could do it for $11.00.   
Mr. Wolfe:  And we know, Paul, you are a better inspector than this man.  We know that’s what 
you say.   
Mrs. Groninger:  May I say that during the terrible thunderstorm downpours, the compaction on 
this job was magnificent.  It never gave way.  Our problem stems from our old problem.  We 
don’t have the storm drains.  One storm drain on Queen Street, that’s it.  So that water had to go 
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somewhere.  And it never failed.  The compaction that HRI did, crossing that street, all along the 
curb line, held.  What didn’t hold was the water had nowhere to go; it couldn’t go anywhere.  So 
it just followed the amesite.  Where the amesite stopped, it started finding its way in.  That’s the 
only thing.  I was utterly amazed and I, like I said, I only had one complaint and it was about a 
tree and a tree removal.   
Mr. Anderson:  We had to stop there because a gas line there had to be raised two feet.  That’s 
going to be taken care of tomorrow.   
Mrs. Groninger:  Was the water company there too?   
Mr. Anderson:  Yeah, they had a bad leak.   
Mrs. Groninger:  Oh, that’s right.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Yeah, actually there was a water company.  If you’ll notice that other hole on 
Queen Street - that really wasn’t due to our project.  That’s something we discovered for the 
water company, that was there.  They had a failure there. 
Mr. Anderson:  We went home one night and came back to work the next morning and the whole 
ditch – it appears water was coming from the water main.  Ladies and Gentlemen, I don’t know, 
you have Larson’s, and Larson’s has me, and I’m here, and I’d love to stay until the last day.  
Mr. Inkrote: Paul, just one more thing.  I really don’t want to have an argument with you because 
I know if it wasn’t for you, we probably wouldn’t have even gotten this job.   
Mr. Bowersox:  I know you wouldn’t.   
Mr. Inkrote:  I know you argued for us, and I’m very happy for that, but I really don’t want, well, 
I guess I don’t want any problems we don’t need.   
Mr. Bowersox:  Ah, can you see why we’re spending $30.00 an hour for nothing?   
Mr. Inkrote:  I don’t consider it… 
Mr. Bowersox:  You’re talking, I do.   
Mr. Inkrote:  That’s somebody’s opinion, but I’m not going to bring that, that’s beating a dead 
horse.  There are three issues that I want to bring up, just to make you aware of, they’re very 
brief.  Then I’ll get out of your hair.   
Mr. Bowersox:  Max…One more question please.  I wanted to know what is the rate on the 
mileage.   
Mr. Inkrote: On the mileage?   
Mr. Bowersox:  Yeah, to and from the job or to and from the office.   
Mr. Inkrote (to Mr. Anderson):  Somehow I guess you inspectors get paid to come here but you 
don’t get paid to go home, right?   
Mr. Anderson:  Certain mileage you get paid round trip, half hour one way and a half hour the 
other.   
Mr. Bowersox:  I meant the actual charge of mileage.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Its 36 and a half cents per mile.   
Mr. Anderson:  That’s what the Feds pay.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Yeah, that’s…   
Mr. Bowersox:  That’s what I wanted to know, what the federal rate was.   
Mr. Inkrote:  I know there’s something about they’re only allowed to charge so much.   
Mr. Bowersox:  And again, what about the “on the job mileage”.   
Mr. Inkrote:  I don’t think...    
Mr. Bowersox:  It’s fair.   
Mr. Anderson:   I don’t know, I don’t get any job mileage.   
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Mr. Bowersox:  Well, that’s what I was getting at, to see if there’s on the job mileage and does 
he leave from home or does he leave from the office in ah…..   
Mr. Wolfe:  Paul, is this necessary?  What are these petty questions for?   
Mr. Bowersox:  These petty questions are for the bill here.  Where you have the mileage down, 
the cost.   
Mrs. Groninger:  We all have it.   
Mr. Bowersox:  We all have it.   
Mr. Wolfe:  What’s the total on there?  
Mr. Bowersox:  Is it petty cash, is it petty, the question.   
Mr. Wolfe:  How much is it?   
Mr. Bowersox:  How much is it?  Four thousand and some dollars.   
Mrs. Groninger:  No, that’s not petty cash.   
Mr. Bowersox:  $4337.00.   
Mr. Inkrote:  It is all in the agreed amount, the loan amount for PennVest.   
Mr. Bowersox:  I’m just, I’m not trying to be, I’m just asking what the rate is. I don’t know what 
it is, it was $.35, I think, when I quit.   
Mr. Inkrote:  We always go with whatever the federal… 
Mr. Bowersox:  Yeah, I would expect that.   
Mr. Anderson:  I get no on the job mileage.  I don’t get any meals, or anything.  In fact, I just 
was out and paid for my own supper.   
Mr. Bowersox:  Well, if you did get on the job mileage, I wouldn’t have no complaint about it.  
Mr. Anderson:  Well, I don’t know.  The way… I don’t think, Paul, you’ve been an inspector, 
you’re there.  I don’t think you’ll ever like me on the job, but I’m not walking away.    
Mr. Bowersox:  I have nothing … 
Mr. Anderson:  I love the job too much… 
Mr. Shaffer:  We’re glad to have you. 
Mrs. Groninger:  Yes, we are. 
Mr. Anderson:  And I hope council will back me on that one.   
Mr. Shaffer:  Thank you. 
Mr. Bowersox:  Don’t worry, they will.   
Mr. Inkrote:  Just so you know, Andy and I come to these meetings for free, we don’t get paid 
for these.  We just do this because we’re nice guys.   
Mr. Shaffer:  Well, thank you for committing your time to the project.  Thank you for 
committing your extra time to the project to take the time and come out here.   
Ms. Seno:  I’m here for free, too. 
Mr. Inkrote:  You always know that engineers are better than architects; that’s always going be 
the case.  Could I just real quickly here, bring up these three issues?  One is with, it’s not really 
an issue, but Mr. Ahearn wants to put the pine trees that have sentimental value, that his children 
planted.  He wants to try to put them back in the same location.  And I think, according to Andy, 
that’s probably not going to be a bad idea.  But I want him, he needs to understand, and I don’t 
know if there’s anything in writing, but he needs to understand that in the future, we go back in 
there and need to do maintenance on that pipe and the trees get removed, they won’t get 
replaced.  That’s just, really, it’s got to be understood.   
Mr. Ruane:  It’s not the same location, but up where the birch trees were. 
Mr. Anderson:  There’s room enough to do it there…they would dress that off… 
Mr. Inkrote:  Up against the fence? 
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Mr. Anderson:  Yeah, because right there he had brick.  And we traded off.  The contractor did a 
concrete walk, gave him brand new bricks for his fireplace, and so there is plenty of room for all 
those shrubbery or whatever… 
Mr. Inkrote:  Okay.  That’s something else.  The contractor gave him a deal if he wanted the 
brick back in there or if he wanted a concrete walk and he chose the concrete.  And they also 
asked him if he wanted that brick, for lack of a better word, burn barrel.  If he wanted the brick to 
put that back together, or they would just give him new brick, put a foundation in for him, and he 
could build a new one.  And he chose to build a new one.  So, you know, they’ve given him 
more than enough there.   
Mrs. Groninger:  When are they coming on my property? 
Mr. Anderson:  You’ve only seen the beginning of it.  The trees that were cut down…they were 
the first on my list. 
Mr. Inkrote:  The downspouts along Queen Street, I noticed that at least half of those are already 
coming through the curb.  What we’re thinking about doing is having all of them come through 
the curb.  And I wanted to make sure that was okay with you.  And that’s only if we can get 
enough curb exposure.  Right now there’s really not adequate curb exposure.  We’re going to try 
to raise that a little bit.  Something that Andy, the inspector, and the foreman are going to look at 
tomorrow.  But I don’t really want to do that unless you guys are okay with that.  Judy has tubing 
going through her curb right now, and some of the other ones do. 
Mrs. Groninger:  Everybody has sump pumps. 
Mr. Inkrote:  Other than that, it looks like it’s just going to run right out onto the sidewalk.  And I 
really don’t like that.  I don’t know that DEP would be crazy about this idea, but if they really 
look at the alternative, they’re going to understand it’s either going to pour down on the sidewalk 
or it’s going to pour out onto the gutter.  And I think the gutter is the better way to go. 
Mrs. Groninger:  Yes, one place is the apartment house on the alley.  They just run theirs right 
out onto the sidewalk.  I bet that there are at least three houses where they just run it out onto the 
sidewalk. 
Mr. Anderson:  Are you going to bring up the problem, Max, about the contractor…He’s talking 
about slipforming… 
Mr. Inkrote:  I think you and I can work that out.  I’m not done with that one yet.  I think I can 
show him and the contractor 
Mr. Wolfe:  Then it’s okay to do that, as far as the piping goes. 
Mr. Inkrote:  I just didn’t want to do it without letting you know.  As long as nobody cares, that’s 
what I was planning on doing. 
Mrs. Groninger:  It looks much better. 
Mr. Bowersox:  Slipforming what, Max?  I didn’t hear. 
Mr. Inkrote:  Well, they’re talking about slipforming the curb on Queen Street.  And I really 
don’t want them to do that, because of the little downspouts and stuff they have to put through 
there.  I was this close to putting that it the contract, that I didn’t want them to use a curb 
machine.  But we all agreed, it’s such a small job, they’ll never even think about using a curb 
machine.  But, lo and behold, they are.  So, I guess I learn something every job.  I think I can 
work around this.  I’m not going to worry about it yet.  If it gets to a point where I need to be 
excited, I’ll let you know.  One other thing, and I brought a hand out, here.  I’m taking a lot 
longer than I wanted to, I apologize.  Remember I talked, one time, about getting the pipes that 
run between Wheatley Avenue and King Street, getting those videoed just to make sure that 
nothing runs into them – to be 100% sure.   I got some prices.  I called around.  This is the only 
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place that I’m actually happy about or that I would really consider.  Most of them wanted the 
pipes cleaned before we did this.  It may look like a lot of money to you, but for what they’re 
doing, I think it’s pretty reasonable.  But at the same time, it will be covered under the 
contingency fees.  But if you guys don’t want to do it, we don’t have to do it. 
Mr. Shaffer:  Can our Sewer Department video it? 
Mr. Inkrote:  Well, their machine doesn’t work.  We were going to do that.  That was something, 
we had sent in a list of things we wanted videoed and they told us that their machine wasn’t 
working right.   
Mr. Wolfe:  Do we need this approved tonight? 
Mr. Inkrote:  Well, it’s up to you.  You can let me know.  We’ve got to do this by the end of the 
week, I think, or by the end of next week, if we’re going to do it.  But it’s basically, you know 
that if we plug that pipe there in Wheatley Avenue, right behind Judy’s house, if there’s any 
significant water coming in there and it’s in a sump like that, it might cause a problem.  Maybe it 
will filter into the ground.  But, I would really like to know.  I would feel a lot more comfortable 
if I knew what was going in that pipe.   
Mr. Ditton:  Seven hundred feet, where’s that going? 
Mr. Inkrote:  Well, I scaled that.  It’s somewhere between seven and eight hundred feet.  Because 
there is the pipe that goes up straight is a 30 inch pipe.  Then there’s one, and it may not even be 
there.  As far as we can tell, there’s one that goes off to the left, over towards Fifth Street.  And 
then there’s one that goes to the right.. 
Mr. Ditton:  That’s a tunnel.  You can walk through that tunnel. 
Mr. Inkrote:  That’s the one that goes to Brickyard, isn’t it.  That’s a brick arch. 
Mr. Troxell:  You’re talking here, about $1,200, then, right? 
Mr. Inkrote:  Yes.  This guy has his act together.  We’ve used him before.  He cleans the pipe, he 
does the video, he does a narrative, he does everything.  He’ll give me exactly what I want to 
see, and then I’ll feel a lot better.  Of course, unless he finds something, then I’ll feel a lot worse.   
Then I’ll have to figure out what to do with it. 

 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to have the y-shaped pipes between King Street and Wheatley 
Avenue videoed at an approximate price of $1,200.00.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – all ayes. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked about the tree stumps.  Mr. Inkrote answered that the contractor who cut 
the trees down would grind down the stumps, but he doesn’t know when the work would be 
completed.   
 
Mrs. Groninger also stated that the council members should see the contractor at the end of the 
day.  HRI pumps water out of the creek, sweeps the street, and cleans everything up before going 
home.  They have been very considerate of the residents.  Mrs. Groninger added that the borough 
should insist that every contractor cleans up the way HRI has been.  Mr. Inkrote stated that the 
key is to have a good scope of work and then you have something legal to hold them by. 
 
This part of the meeting is being reported verbatim: 
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Mr. Bowersox:  Max, I’ve got a question, if I dare.  Since we was told all about this safety, how 
many safety meetings have been had, how many tool-box safety meetings, are you scheduling 
them for once a week, as required?  
Mr. Anderson:  I’m not in on safety.  The meetings are not in the contract.  Remember?  That’s 
up to the contractor. 
Mr. Inkrote:  Yes, the contractor is handling that.  We decided that we didn’t want the liability 
for that.  It is one of the things that we changed at the last minute on the contract.  We didn’t 
want the liability; we wanted to put that on the contractor.  But I do know that that he’s good 
about… 
Mr. Bowersox:  I think the borough should have a commitment of when the meetings are, at 
least, when they’re held and what is discussed.  It is required. 
Mr. Ditton:  I didn’t see that in the contract, did you? 
Mr. Inkrote:   I’m not following for sure.  I know he’s very… 
Mr. Bowersox:  It’s the law I’m talking about. 
Mr. Inkrote:  He’s a really, very safety-conscious man.  I know when we had our meeting with 
DEP, the guy started walking around the job site and then the foreman looked at him and said, 
“Go get your hat on” because he didn’t have one.   
Mr. Wolfe:  Okay. 
Mr. Bowersox:  If OSHA would walk down on the job, would they ask you if you had a safety 
meeting? 
Mr. Inkrote:  The regular job foreman got married, so he’ll be off for about two weeks.   
 
This was the end of the discussion with Mr. Inkrote and Mr. Anderson.    
 
Mayor’s Report 
The mayor’s report is on file in the borough office. 
• Mayor Brosius said that at council’s request to have a uniform and a non-uniform person 

collecting meter money, she has been collecting the money with the police.  She asked if Paul 
Ruane, the code enforcement officer could assist with collecting the meter money if she were 
unavailable.  The job takes about an hour to complete.  Mr. Ruane agreed to help out if 
needed.  Mr. Troxell made a motion for the code officer, Mr. Ruane, to collect the meter 
money with Chief Redington if the Mayor is unavailable.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.   
Roll call vote – all ayes. 

• Mr. Dick Simpson, Commander of Post #44, requested permission to use King Street Park on 
September 11, 2002 for an evening memorial service being coordinated with Point 
Township, the police and firemen.  Council approved the request. 

• Susquehanna University students are coming to the borough on Saturday, August 24, 2002, 
to paint new benches for use in King Street Park, clean up the gym, and any outside work at 
the school that may need to be done. 

• Music in the Park is scheduled for Sunday, August 25, 2002.  The group “Undivided” will 
perform two shows, one at 6:00 p.m. and one at 8:00 p.m. 

• Mayor Brosius has been approached about a history/ azalea festival, with the theme being the 
history of Northumberland.  She would like to form a committee in the fall and would 
appreciate volunteers to help with the festival. 
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Code Enforcement Officer 
• Mr. Ruane is working on the notifying property owners who must repair their sidewalks.  He 

requested that the council extend the deadline for the second ward to next year because he 
has 400 letters to mail to the property owners and feels they won’t have time to have their 
sidewalks repaired by the current deadline of October 31, 2002.  He said Orange Street is the 
worst street in the borough.  Mr. Ditton stated that many people are replacing their sidewalks. 
Mr. Wolfe said that property owners in the second ward have until October 31, 2003 to 
install new walks. 

• Mr. Ruane informed the council that his assistant, Jim Tamecki, will be working as a 
substitute teacher.  He does not know just how long the teaching position will last, but he will 
continue as a part-time code officer.  Mr. Ruane does not feel that he needs any extra help at 
this time. 

• Mr. Ruane has signed up for the Residential Building Inspector course, per act 45, taking 
place in Harrisburg for 12 days, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  He is requesting the use of the 
code car to drive to and from Harrisburg everyday.  His request was approved.  Mr. Ruane 
stated that he will pay for the course.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe stated, “Let the record show 
that the board will pay for this.”   

 
Committee Reports 
 Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the finance committee would meet August 28, 2002, at 6:30 p.m. 
to discuss department’s budgets. 
 
Parks and Recreation 
• Mr. Carl presented the three design sketches for the logo for the Liberty Pool.  He would 

like council to decide on the logo so the committee can start soliciting funds, because 
they want to apply for matching funds for the proceeds from the haunted house.   

• Mr.  Ditton made a motion to accept design #1.  The motion died for a lack of a second. 
• Mr.  Shaffer made a motion to accept design #2, Mrs. Groninger seconded it. Roll call 

vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger 
voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

• Mr. Carl made a motion to accept red, white, and blue as the color scheme for the pool 
and design.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted 
nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

• The Recreation Committee met on July 18, 2002.  A written report is on file in the 
borough office. 
1. Mrs. Karen Nogle and her son Cory were present to discuss the concept of a skate 

park to be implemented at Pineknotter Park. 
2. Cory Nogle was appointed as a non-voting youth representative to the committee. 
3. Haunted House – the haunted house this year will be held on October 18, 19, 25, 26, 

and November 1 and 2, from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  Their goal is to raise $20,000.  
Work will begin September 1, 2002.  Mr. Carl will be there each day and would 
appreciate any and all help.  
Mr. Carl plans to send out letters to businesses within a 25-mile radius for matching 
funds for the haunted house, all of which would go toward Phase 1 of the Water Park. 
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4. It was suggested to have a hayride in conjunction with the Haunted House.  Colleen 
Epler Ruths was contacted and she said she would be delighted to do it.  However, 
she needed to check on the insurance.  She will be at the next committee meeting with 
information. 

5. Tickets for an advanced showing of the Haunted House will be sold again this year.  
The money raised through the advanced tickets covered all of the advertising for last 
year ($1,200) and the committee is hoping to do the same this year. 

• At the August 15, 2002 meeting of the Recreation Committee, the subject of the tennis 
courts at the C.W. Rice School was discussed.  Mr. Shaffer informed the council that the 
playground equipment at the school was taken out this past week.  Mr. Carl will contact a 
school board member to find out what their intentions are for the playground and tennis 
courts.  It was suggested that Mr. Carl contact either Mr. Jeff Persing or Mr. Tim Fister, 
school board members. 

• The next Parks and Recreation meeting will be held on September 19, 2002.  It will be 
held outside the 2nd Street School in the playground area.  The mayor suggested that the 
committee think about how much square footage should be retained as a playground area.  
The possibilities will be discussed at the September meeting. 

• The mayor suggested exploring the idea of establishing a recreation authority with Point 
Township. 

 
Property 
• The next meeting is scheduled for August 27, 2002, at 6:30 p.m. 
• The change order for the Second Street School roof has been signed and the rafters are 

on order.  Deadline for completion of the roof is November 15, 2002, and a penalty of 
1% of the contract price, approximately $800 a day, will be imposed if the work is not 
completed by the deadline. 

• Chief Redington asked about the dead trees on the school property.  The borough crew 
will look to see if they are comfortable in taking them down. 

• Mr. Carl asked if the committee has considered removing the fence around the school 
because it is such an eyesore.  Chief Redington replied that the committee has not 
discussed the topic.  The committee will consider what can be done about the fence. 

 
Public Safety 
Mr. Shaffer said a meeting would be held August 21, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. at the Borough 
Hall. On the agenda are Duke Street crosswalks, and potential improvements from Penn 
Dot, EMA update, handicap parking and general meeting.  Firemen, EMA, and the police 
have been notified of the meeting. 
 
Streets 
Mr. Troxell reported that the front-end loader attachment for the Kubota has been ordered 
and the tires filled.  
The repair bill for the mower deck will be $344.87. 
 
Council discussed street cleaning on Riverview Drive.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to erect 
a “No Parking on Tuesday” sign for street cleaning on the left side of Riverview Drive.  
Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote—all ayes.  The ordinance book 
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will be reviewed before a new ordinance is written in case this street is already addressed 
in the ordinances. 
 
Greg Schaffer made a motion to that Feaster’s move their construction trailer off of Sixth 
Street and onto the construction site.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that Feaster’s have requested that Sixth Street from Sheetz Avenue to Orange Street be 
stipulated “No Parking” during the project and that they have permission to park the trailer 
on Sixth Street.  Mr. Bowersox added that it is difficult for a contractor to have a trailer in 
the middle of a construction project.  Mayor Brosius suggested that council discuss an 
alternative with the company.  Mr. Wolfe did not feel that an alternative existed.  Mr. 
Troxell did not feel that the lot had the room for the trailer, or that the alley should be 
blocked off with the trailer.  Roll call vote on the motion to ask Feaster’s to move the 
construction trailer off of Sixth Street and onto the construction site.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. 
Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell and Mr. Wolfe 
voted no.  Motion failed 2-5. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion, seconded by Mr. Troxell, that for the length of the project, 
Sixth Street, from Orange Street to Sheetz Avenue, be posted with a “No Parking” sign on 
the east side of the street.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Shaffer voted nay.  Motion passed 
6-1. 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Bowersox and seconded by Mr. Troxell, that it will be the 
contractor’s responsibility to remove snow from Sixth Street from Orange Street to Sheetz 
Avenue.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion carried 6-1. 

 
Old Business 

Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2002-9.  This ordinance adds stop signs in the borough and 
will become final tonight if all the motions pass. 

• Mr. Bowersox made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, for a 4-way stop sign 
at the corner of Sixth and Hanover Streets.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. 
Ditton voted nay.  Motion carried 6-1. 

• Mr. Ditton made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schaffer, for a 4-way stop sign at the 
intersection of Wheatley Avenue and Church Street.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

• A motion was made by Mr. Bowersox and seconded by Mr. Carl for a 3-way stop, 
except for a right turn onto Strawbridge Road, at Strawbridge Road and Prince 
Street.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. 
Ditton voted aye: Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Shaffer voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2. 

• A motion was made by Mr. Bowersox and seconded by Mrs. Groninger for a right 
turn only sign to be added to the stop sign on the west side of Queen Street at the 
intersection with Water Street.  Traffic may only turn right to proceed south on 
Route 11 from this side of Queen Street.  Traffic may not turn left or cross Water 
Street.  Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer expressed his opinion that the borough should 
not enact this ordinance without PennDOT’s approval since Route 11 is a state 
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route.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. 
Groninger voted aye; Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2. 

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to adopt the minutes of August 6, 2002, February 1, 2000, 
February 15, 2000 and March 7, 2000.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. 
Bowersox questioned the “motion to censure” him at the last meeting.  He stated that it 
was not true.  He felt that he has a right to know where the facts came from for the 
censure and wanted to know the legal reason for his being censured.  Atty. Best replied 
that the minutes are reporting what happened at the meeting.  Mr. Bowersox also 
questioned the minutes of one of the previous meetings because no reason was given for 
Brenda Scheller’s resignation.  Mr. Bowersox stated that she resigned under the council’s 
demand.  Mr. Shaffer stated that a reason is not required.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Mr. Carl and Mr. 
Troxell abstained because they were not on council for the meetings of February 1, 
February 15, and March 7, 2000.  The motion to accept the minutes passed with four 
ayes, one nay, and two abstentions. 

 
2. A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer and seconded by Mr. Troxell to pay the bills.  One 

additional bill for cell phones for the police department in the amount of $19.44 was 
added to the list of bills.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 
6-1.   

 
3. A motion to approve transferring $7,081.82 from the Liberty Pool Account to the General 

Account for payroll was made by Mr. Schaffer and seconded by Mr. Carl. Roll call 
vote—all ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to transfer $2,243.24 from the General Fund to the Liberty 

Pool account.  This amount reflects the amount of reimbursement due from the PHEAA 
check deposited in the General Account for the Degenstein students who are employed at 
the pool.  Roll call - All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to submit the first drawdown request to PennVest for the 

stormwater project.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
   

6. The Autumn Newsletter is slated to be sent out in early October, 2002.  Mr. Wolfe 
requested that articles be submitted to the borough office by the September 17th meeting.   
Council discussed topics to be included in the newsletter. 

 
7. Mr. Bowersox asked the solicitor to provide him with the case law for his censure.  Atty. 

Best responded that the council has the “inherent power to regulate its affairs and to 
express its opinion if one of its members is way off base.  A censure is a statement of 
opinion.  Council has the right to express its opinion.”  Mr. Bowersox asked where it is 
stated in the Borough Codes.  Atty. Best replied that it is the inherent power of the 
council and was treated as a resolution.  Mr. Bowersox said that it is not in the Borough 
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Codes.  Mr. Wolfe mentioned that the Borough Code does provide for a council to 
remove a member, with certain limitations.  Mr. Bowersox agreed that council has that 
power and also the power to elect and remove a chairman.  Mr. Bowersox objects to the 
censure because he believes that the censure was based on lies.  Mayor Brosius suggested 
that the minutes reflect that Mr. Bowersox disagrees with the reason for the censure. 

 
8. Mr. Ditton moved to post “no dogs” signs at Pineknotter Park.  He has received 

complaints that people are walking their dogs at the park and not cleaning up after them.  
Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, 
Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Shaffer voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion 
passed 5-1.   

 
9. Mr. Carl announced that a Splash Hop would be held at the pool tomorrow night, August 

21, 2002. 
 

10. Mrs. Groninger received a phone call from a resident on the hill with concerns about 
having no water during a recent thunder storm.  She asked that the water company be 
contacted for a reason, since there is a generator that should operate when the power is 
off. 

 
11. Mrs. Groninger expressed her appreciation to the council for the hours that they 

volunteer, especially to Mr. Carl for his work at the pool. She also thanked the mayor, 
borough secretary, code officers, police chief, and Mr. Eugene Brosius for their 
contributions to the borough. 

 
12. Mr. Carl recognized the amount of work that Mr. Travis Fisher has done at the pool, 

adding that he appreciates his willingness to help whenever asked. 
 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the next council meeting would be held at the Borough Building 
on September 3, 2002. 
 
Mr. Troxell moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman, 
Borough Secretary      
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
September 3, 2002 

7:00 PM 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith H. 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Gretchen H. Brosius, Atty. James Best, Borough Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, 
Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested that the council members leave the personal issues out of the public 
meeting. 
 
Public Comment 
No comments were offered.   
 
Mr. Wolfe thanked the Mayor for the borough picnic.  Everyone in attendance had a good time. 
 
Atty. Best arrived at 7:03 p.m.  
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported on the community service project by the students from Susquehanna 
University.  They volunteered on August 24th and painted new benches for in the park and 
weeded areas at the Second Street School. 
 
The Police Report for August 2002 is on file in the Borough Office and was provided to the 
council members. 
 
The Memorial Service for 9/11 will be held in the King Street Park at 7:30 p.m. on September 
11, 2002.   
  
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the Sewer Authority opened the bids for the sewer projects on 
August 23rd.  The apparent low bidder withdrew their bid, due to a mathematical error.  The bid 
has not yet been awarded.  Ms. Lark asked if HRI would be paving the street in the half block 
from Brickyard Avenue and Fifth Street.  Council’s reply was that the entire street is not to be 
paved, just one foot on either side of the cut. 
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Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on the Code Officer’s activity for the month of August 2002.  The report is 
on file in the Borough Office. 
  
Mr. Bowersox stated that as sidewalks are replaced, the borough should install handicapped 
sidewalks and curbing at the corners.  He suggested that the borough install the handicapped 
curbing at the corner of Third and Hanover Streets.   
 
Mr. Bowersox also stated that a driveway that was installed on Hanover Street, close to Front 
Street, does not have curbing.  Mr. Ruane stated that a permit had been obtained, but the property 
owner had not called for an inspection.  He will check the driveway.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the information about handicapped curbs should have been brought 
before council at an earlier time so council could have been prepared to put in the handicapped 
curbing and sidewalk.  The money was not budgeted in this year’s budget.  Mr. Wolfe suggested 
that the Street Committee review the curbing at the intersections, make a list of the intersections, 
and the 2003 budget should include funding for installing the handicapped curbing.   
 
The committee does not have a meeting scheduled at this time.   
 
Solicitor’s Report 

 Atty. Best received a report regarding Civil Service regulations and he will review and 
present it to council at a later meeting. 

 The depositions are scheduled for Thursday, September 26, 2002.  An informal review 
may be held on September 24, 2002. 

 
Mr. Bowersox remarked that the depth of the sidewalks is to be 4 inches.  Contractors who are 
using two by four’s for the framing would have only three and a half inches of concrete for the 
sidewalks. 
 
Committee Reports 
      Finance 
 The committee met on August 28th.  Larry Redington and members of the Fire Board were 

present.  Requests from Parks and Recreation were also reviewed.  No decisions were made 
at this time.  The date of the October finance meeting has been moved from October 23, 2002 
to October 30, 2002.  The next Finance Committee meeting is scheduled for September 25, 
2002. 

 
      Parks & Recreation 

No report.   
Mr. Wolfe requested a finance report from the pool, so the committee will know what is 
requested for the 2003 budget.  Mr. Carl stated that the bills have not all been received yet. 
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Personnel 
The Personnel Committee is searching for a part-time office person.  The person who was 
hired has been terminated.  Mr. Shaffer suggested using a temp agency.  Mr. Ditton informed 
him that the committee is considering it. 

 
      Property  

 The committee met on August 27, 2002.  A written report is on file in the Borough 
Office.   

 
 Council discussed fixing the spouting at the Rescue Building.  Mrs. Groninger will 

take the issue back to the committee. 
 
 The roof on the Second Street School building is to be installed in October.  The 

contractor has signed a contract with a 1% penalty clause if the roof is not completed 
by November 15th. 

 
 Mr. Redington reported that the bids for the ball field lighting for Pineknotter Park 

were advertised in the paper yesterday.  The bid opening is slated for September 17, 
2002.  Mrs. Groninger told Mr. Redington that his work for the park and the Second 
Street School project is appreciated. 

 
Public Safety 

 The committee met on August 21.  A written report is on file in the Borough                    
Office. 

 
 The committee is requesting that “No Parking” signs be posted around the King 

Street Park on September 11th for the Memorial Service that is scheduled for 7:30 that 
evening.  The residents in the area will be notified that the “No Parking” will go into 
effect for this event.  Chief Redington stated that flyers would be placed on vehicles 
parked in this block of King Street the night before with this information.  The 
parking around the park will be used for the emergency vehicles to be on display.  
Mr. Shaffer moved to post the “No Parking” signs.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
 The Hookies requested the use of King Street, between Fourth and Fifth Streets, for a 

Car Show on September 28th, if needed. The Hookies have placed a call to Paper 
Magic, requesting to use the parking lot on Fifth Street.  A Chicken Barbeque is 
scheduled for the same day at the Hookies. Council discussed other streets where the 
Car Show could be located.  Mr. Shafer made a motion to close Orange Street 
between Fifth and Sixth Streets on September 28, 2002, for the Car Show, if the 
parking lot is not available.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call 
vote – Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl 
voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  Motion carried 6-1. 

 
 A letter was received from Mike Keeley, secretary of the Fire Board.  Josh Newbury 

has requested to succeed himself as the Fire Chief for another two years.  The Fire 
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Board has unanimously voted that Mr. Newbury be appointed for an additional term 
as Fire Chief.  Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Mr. Newbury for the additional term.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  This is a two-year term for 2003 
and 2004.  Mr. Shaffer added that in the past few months, Mr. Newbury has been 
active and has indicated that he wishes to continue as Fire Chief.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated that the new 1st Assistant Fire Chief, Brian Crebs, would be able to gain more 
experience before becoming Fire Chief.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  A letter will be 
sent to the Fire Board informing them of the vote. 

 
 The Fire Board has provided the council with minutes of their meetings for 2001 and 

June and July 2002.  The minutes of the earlier monthly meetings in 2002 had been 
presented to the council earlier in the year. 

 
 Mr. Shaffer commended the police and fire police for their work during the power 

outage due to the accident by Pineknotter Park on August 23rd.  A tractor-trailer truck 
struck a utility pole.  The police and fire police diverted truck traffic from Route 147 
and Route 11 from around 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  A portion of the borough was 
without power during this time.  Ms. Lark stated that the Sewer Authority was 
without power; however, the generator was working.  A meeting with the EMA, Fire 
Police, and Police Department is scheduled for September 23, 2002 at 6:30 p.m. to 
discuss the plans for directing traffic during an emergency, such as this one.   

 
 Some of the street signs have been installed at the corners, as required in the 

ordinance passed in August.  Others are on order.  A flashing light is to be installed at 
the stop sign on Queen Street at Water Street.  Council discussed whether or not the 
"Right Turn Only" sign on the stop sign at the Queen and Water Streets intersection is 
permitted.  PennDOT will be contacted.  Mayor Brosius asked why the lower side of 
Queen Street is permitted to turn left.  The reply was that the two lanes of traffic 
between Duke and Queen Streets obstruct the operator’s vision at the upper side of 
Queen Street, whereas the operator’s vision is not obstructed at the stop sign at the 
lower side of Queen Street. 

 
 Mrs. Groninger asked if the borough is installing lights and lowering the speed limit 

at the middle school.  Chief Redington stated that to make it a legal and proper school 
zone, the borough would need to do these things.  Mrs. Groninger asked if this would 
be at the borough’s expense.  The committee did not act on this topic.  Mr. Shaffer 
clarified the minutes of the Public Safety Committee meeting.  PennDOT had given 
the borough permission to paint crosswalks on Duke Street.  Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to paint crosswalks on Duke Street at Water, Front, and Fourth Streets.  Mr. 
Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe amended his motion to include 
each intersection from Water Street to Seventh Street, and to paint the arrows and the 
lines at the traffic lights.  Mr. Carl amended his second to the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the borough crew must coordinate with the Fire 
Police for traffic control.   
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 Mr. Wolfe voiced a concern of what procedure should be followed when the council 
passes a motion, which includes work to be assigned to the borough crew.  It was 
decided that the street crew should be instructed via a written memo.  Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to instruct the street crew to put a sign up, or whatever is decided by 
the council, via a written memo with a copy for the Street Committee Chairman.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
 Mayor Brosius recommended that the existence of “No Parking” signs in each block 

should be checked.  An individual who had received a ticket stated that no sign was 
posted in that block.  According to a neighbor, the sign had been knocked down 
several years ago in a snowstorm and was not replaced.  This sign was located close 
to Queen and Fourth Streets.   

 
 Mr. Ditton asked why the Public Safety Committee discussed whether the contractor 

for the storm water project posted the state pay rate for jobs.  He does not feel that 
this was a Public Safety Issue.  Mr. Shaffer responded that he inquired to the foreman 
on the job at the time.  Mr. Ditton stated that the committee should be concerned that 
hard hats are not worn on the Feaster site.  That is a safety issue.  Mrs. Groninger 
recommended that if this council has any questions about the construction for the 
storm water project, they should be addressed to Larson Design Group, Inc.  Mrs. 
Groninger added that council had received a letter on September 21, 2002 from HRI, 
Inc. requesting that all contact come through the borough engineer.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the reason the Public Safety Committee agreed to question the contractor about 
the safety meetings was because the inspector on the project stated at the council 
meeting that the engineering group was not responsible for overseeing the safety 
meetings.  Mr. Shaffer added that as the chairman of the Public Safety Committee, he 
went to check if the meetings were being held.  He stated that the Rex, acting 
foreman, had no problem with his addressing the issue with him.  Mrs. Groninger 
moved that all issues with any contractor in the borough be addressed with the 
appropriate engineer or the borough street inspector.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the Public Safety Committee should 
be concerned if the safety of borough citizens is in jeopardy; if it were the 
contractor’s employees who are at risk, it would be the contractor’s responsibility.  
Mr. Shaffer replied that if one of the employees were to be injured on the job because 
the contractor failed to follow OSHA regulations, he could sue the contractor, the 
engineer, and the borough.  Atty. Best’s opinion was that the individual would have a 
hard time suing the borough.  Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call vote on the motion.  
Council continued the discussion as to whether   Mr. Shaffer stated that he only went 
to the foreman because the inspector had stated that the safety meetings were not in 
his realm.  Mrs. Groninger stated that Mr. Anderson also said that the contractor was 
holding the toolbox safety meetings.  Mrs. Groninger withdrew her motion, 
requesting that someone suggest something better.  Atty. Best added that he did not 
feel that the council could ban the committee chairman from making the inquiry.   

 
 Mr. Redington had a request from residents who live on Jefferson Street for 

permission to close Jefferson Street from Buchanan Street to Madison Street for a 
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block party on Sunday, September 8 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Roll call vote – All 
Ayes.  Motion passed 6-0.  Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:25 p.m. and did not 
vote. 

 
Street 

 The Street Committee met on August 27, 2002.  A written report is on file in the 
borough office.   

 Mr. Troxell discussed the topic of pagers and cell phones with the borough crew.  
Ace Fromm does not use his pager.  The other three members of the crew use their 
pagers.  Mr. Troxell suggested discontinuing service for Ace Fromm’s pager.  All 
crew members have radios.  They do not incur a monthly charge.  Mr. Shaffer 
discussed Nextel phones that have pagers built into them.  No decisions were made 
about cell phones.   

 
 The committee discussed the garbage removal.  The garbage was collected twice a 

week during the summer months due to the additional garbage from the pool and 
from the day camp being held at the Kiwanis Building.  Mr. Carl stated that the pool 
could get its own dumpster next year.     

 
 The street committee also discussed the street budget for 2003 during the meeting. 

 
 Mr. Ditton asked if all the borough trucks have the borough name of them.  All but 

the bucket truck do. 
 

 Mr. Wolfe had reviewed the borough code regarding the no parking sign on 
Riverview Drive.  According to the code, there is no parking on Riverview Drive on 
Wednesdays from 8:00 to 4:00. 

 
 Mr. Wolfe questioned why the crew has discontinued painting the yellow lines.  Mrs. 

Groninger explained that the crew had painted the curbing around the park before 
Pineknotter Days to spruce up the area.  Mr. Wolfe would like to see the remaining 
curbing in the borough painted.    

 
 Residents are still putting grass clippings in the streets.  Council discussed the fact 

that the borough is undertaking the storm water project and that grass clippings create 
problems throughout the storm system.  Mayor Brosius suggested that the police 
should be called if someone is seen putting grass in the streets.  Mr. Wolfe suggested 
that perhaps an alternative would be a fine based on code enforcement.  Mrs. 
Groninger feels that people don’t realize that the grass should not be put in the streets.  
Mr. Wolfe requested that, short of another answer, the Mayor see that something is 
done, citations issued or just some solution.  Mrs. Groninger recommended that once 
people are warned, they should be ticketed.   

 
 Mrs. Groninger suggested that the monies realized through the street ordinance “no 

parking” violations could be designated for a street vehicle fund.  Mr. Ditton stated 
that the money obtained through the fines is deposited into the general fund.  Mr. 
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Wolfe added that the Street Committee should request what they feel is necessary to 
budget for 2003, including money for a new truck.   

 
 Mr. Troxell added that the street crew members use many of their own tools and 

equipment.  He does not feel that they should have to do this. 
 

Old Business 
1.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the articles for the autumn newsletter are due in the Borough 

Office by Friday, September 13.  Mr. Wolfe will write an article about codes, 
including grass clippings in the streets.  He will also include an article about 
handicapped curbing at intersections. 

 
New Business 
      Requiring Council Approval  

1.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the bills, including a bill received from Don 
Keeley for eyeglasses at a cost of $291.94.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Bowersox questioned what was purchased for $2,695.00.  Mr. 
Troxell explained that this was for the purchase of the Kubota front-end loader and 
that up to $3,600.00 was approved for this purchase.  Other items discussed were the 
repair to the water pipe at the VFW building and repair to an unmarked storm water 
pipe.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$6,576.32; the bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool Fund total $1,720.80. 

     
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve transfers from Liberty Pool Account to General 

Fund for payroll funding.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  The total amount transferred 
was $2,496.80.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. A request was received from the doctor’s office of Dr. Sherri L. Orezzoli, M.D., for a 

handicapped parking space at the corner of Front Street and Wheatley Avenue.  
Council discussed whether to add a handicapped parking space to the downtown area 
or move one of the handicapped signs from the intersection at Front and Queen Streets 
to Front Street, near Wheatley Avenue.  Chief Redington felt that the handicapped 
parking space in front of Gubin’s was used less than the one across Queen Street next 
to Pfeiffer-Naginey Insurance Agency.  The motion made by Mr. Troxell was to move 
the sign from Queen and Front Streets, in front of Gubin’s, to Front Street and 
Wheatley Avenue, in front of the doctor’s office.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to close the 12-month CD account at M & T Bank and 

deposit the funds in the General Fund.  Mr. Ditton suggested keeping the money 
separate from the General Fund and depositing it in a savings account.  Mr. Wolfe 
amended his motion to deposit the money in a savings account.  Mr. Shaffer seconded 
the motion.  The amount currently in the CD account is $10,082.06.  Roll Call vote – 
All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe stated that since the council approved the repair/ replacement of the 

sidewalks at the Girl Scout House, quotes from area contractors should be obtained.   
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6. Mrs. Groninger asked how the council felt about residents who remove trees from the 

area along the streets and do not remove the stumps.  She feels that they should remove 
the stumps.  Mr. Ditton said that the ordinance designates the Shade Tree Commission 
and Borough responsible for maintaining the trees and removing the stumps.  He added 
that the property owner is responsible for planting the trees.  Mr. Wolfe said that the 
borough does not want anyone to plant a tree that could cause a root issue and that the 
Shade Commission is researching what variety of trees should be planted.  The trees 
should have roots that grow straight down.  Mayor Brosius remarked that the metal 
frames of the trees downtown must be removed since the roots are pushing up the 
bricks on the sidewalk.  The roots of these trees were to grow straight down. 

 
7. Mrs. Groninger recommended that residents be reminded not to keep stagnant water 

around, such as in old tires.  Mr. Wolfe will add this topic to the newsletter articles. 
 

8. Mr. Eugene Brosius voiced concern about the huge rocks that are above Route 11, 
north of Tedd’s Landing.  Although this is not in the borough, he feels that public 
safety is a concern and perhaps the borough could address a letter to Representative 
Phillips regarding the issue.  

 
9. Mr. Shaffer heard segments on the radio today of an interview with the President of the 

Recycling Committee, Phil Hallden.  Mr. Hallden’s statements were about the lack of 
volunteers and that the borough would need to decide how to fund the recycling 
program.  Mr. Shaffer feels that it would be cheaper for the borough to either reduce 
the items collected at the recycling center or close the center altogether.   

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to inquire of DEP what would be required of the borough 
in order to shut down the recycling center; what the cost would be to the borough.  Mr. 
Wolfe seconded the motion.   
 
Discussion.  Mayor Brosius asked if the borough has received any information from 
the Recycling Committee since the Kiwanis sent its letter to the committee.  The 
borough has not heard from the Recycling Committee.  Mayor Brosius is a proponent 
of recycling.  She also feels that it is fair to say that the borough’s recycling system is 
in a crisis.  Because of a lack of volunteers, and because Mr. Hallden has addressed the 
subject in the media, she recommends that the issue should be taken to the public.  
They should be made aware of the problems at the center.   
 
Mr. Shaffer suggested that an alternative may be to install a locked gate at the top of 
the driveway and drop off be eliminated when the center is closed.   
 
Mr. Wolfe feels that the borough should try to educate the public to get more people to 
recycle.   
 
Mayor Brosius recommended that the council get facts and figures together and take 
the issue to the public before deciding what to do about the recycling center.  
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Ms. Lark stated that the issue should be put to the public in a positive manner.  Let the 
public know that the borough may have to eliminate recycling and ask for feedback.   

 
Roll call vote was taken on the motion to inquire on the cost to shut down the recycling 
center, as made by Mr. Shaffer and seconded by Mr. Wolfe.  Roll call vote – Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Wolfe 
and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked for three council members to volunteer to serve on an ad-hoc 
committee to meet with representatives from recycling.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, 
and Mr. Wolfe volunteered to serve on the committee.  Mr. Hallden, Mr. Propst, and 
others involved with the Recycling Center will be contacted to meet with the 
committee.   
 

Mrs. Groninger made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Council Meeting  
September 17, 2002, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Paul 
Bowersox, and Charles “Bud” Ditton.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Mr. James 
Best, Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that an Executive Session would be held after the Code Enforcement 
Officer’s Report. 
 
Public Comment 
No Comment 
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius attended a 9/11 service in the King Street Park on September 11th.  A 
Proclamation was prepared for this event.  Mayor Brosius submitted the Proclamation to the 
council for their approval and to be submitted into the minutes.  Mr. Shaffer moved to approve 
the Proclamation; Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 
 
 The Proclamation is as follows: 
 
“A Day to Remember” 
 WHEREAS:  the unprovoked attacks of September 11, 2001, upon America by foreign 
terrorists have thrust the United States, and other countries, into a war it never envisioned, 
militarily or diplomatically; and 
 WHEREAS:  the challenges facing all the civilized people of the world as they relate to 
the war on terrorism will not end until those fanatics responsible are eliminated or brought to 
justice; and 
 WHEREAS:  America is fully committed through Operation Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Noble Eagle to ensure that our freedoms remain unfettered and sovereign for all 
generations, now and forever; and 
 WHEREAS:  world opinion needs to remain focused upon the eradication of these 
inhuman acts perpetrated around the globe; and 
 WHEREAS:  one way to accomplish this is to NEVER FORGET that those innocent 
victims did not die in vain; and  
 WHEREAS:  America can fight back by reminding the world that the deaths of these 
people will always be remembered and they will be forever loved; and 



 2

 WHEREAS:  a noble and appropriate way to accomplish this is through the annual 
celebration of their living; and  
 WHEREAS:  this commemoration should be held each September 11 throughout the land 
to include:  
 The promotion of global peace and goodwill;  
 The demonstration of America’s resolve and perseverance to win the war on terrorism; 
   
 The advancement of responsible citizenship;  
 The encouragement of patriotism and love of country; and 
 The poignant remembrance of those innocent victims that died on September 1, as 
heroes, one and all;  
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, as the Mayor of the Borough of 
Northumberland in cooperation with the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Point 
Township, that we are issuing this proclamation to memorialize those men, women, and children 
who lost their lives; 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this proclamation be publicized for all to see 
and know that the citizens of Northumberland and Point Township remember with eternal 
respect those whose lives were suddenly, without cause, and pointlessly taken from them on 
September 11, 2001.  May They Forever Rest In Peace and Abide In Our Memories. 
  
 Respectfully Submitted and Approved on this 11th day of September, 2002. 
 
 Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor  Randall W. Yoxheimer, Chairman 
 Northumberland Borough  Point Township Board of Supervisors 
 
Mayor Brosius reminded those in attendance that the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Fire 
Company is planning a Chicken Barbeque and Car Show on September 28th.     
 
Volunteers will be working at the railroad underpass on September 28.  All are welcome. 
 
The Halloween Parade committee has requested the assistance of the Police and Fire Police and 
the use of the King Street Park for the evening of October 23, 2002.  Mayor Brosius requested 
that the council send the funding to the committee that has been budgeted for 2002.  Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to donate $250 to the Halloween Parade Committee.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  The council agreed to the committee’s request for assistance. 
 
The Mayor’s report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Revitalization Committee Report 
Mrs. Karen Nogle, co-chairman of the committee, reported that Jim Kadryna, of Touch of Class, 
designed a Memorial Garden for the east end of King Street Park.  Mrs. Nogle unveiled the 
design.  Strong Industries has offered to donate a pond, including a fountain and waterfall.  Mr. 
Kadryna is also willing to donate his time to construct the area.  Several families are interested in 
making memorial donations to the borough.  Other individuals have volunteered their gardening 
skills.  The $4,000 that the borough donated to the committee will be earmarked for the purchase 
of the Community Bulletin Board.  A brick walkway is planned for the area.  The design 
includes flowers that bloom at various times throughout the growing season, so color will last 
from spring until autumn.  The large pine tree will need to be removed.  The American Legion 
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Post 44 has approved moving the Gettysburg Address monument to the other end of the park, to 
be placed with the cannon.  The bulletin board would be two-sided.  The committee would like 
permission to begin construction as soon as weather permits in 2003.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion 
to start construction in early spring, 2003, Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Council discussed 
the time frame for installing the pond.  Roll call vote - all ayes.  The design is on display in the 
council room. 
 
 Other items reported were: 

 Ms. Nogle submitted an article for the newsletter.   
 The committee has purchased small receptacles for garbage in the downtown area, 

with the Northumberland National Bank donating money for three of the 
receptacles.   

 Mr. Eugene Brosius has planted flowers in planters in the downtown area and 
around the railroad underpass.   

 The committee has sponsored “Music in the Park” this summer, and plans to 
sponsor similar evenings next year. 

 Memorial benches have been purchased for the King Street Park.     
 
Mr. Greg Carl arrived at 7:22 p.m.  
 
Mayor Brosius added that Mrs. Nogle has put many hours into many projects for the 
revitalization committee and she appreciates all her help. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the past few weeks.   
 
Residents in the borough are installing sidewalks.  Mr. Ruane asked if the borough council is 
planning to install handicapped curbing at the intersections.  Discussion.  The current budget 
does not have funding budgeted for handicapped curbing.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that property 
owners who are planning to repair or install sidewalks at intersections should contact the 
borough before installing the new walks.  If funding is available, the borough would like to work 
in conjunction with the property owner and install handicapped curbing at that time.  Mr. Wolfe 
will include this information in the newsletter.  The county has been contacted and will 
determine if Community Block Grant funding is available for handicapped curbing.   
 
Neighbors have contacted the office about the condition of Herlinger property on Duke Street. 
Mr. Ruane plans to contact an exterminator. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked about the property on Orange Street.  Mr. Ruane stated that the neighbor is 
cutting the grass at the property.  
 
The house on Duke Street that had fire damage is to be demolished.  The borough has a portion 
of the insurance money in escrow until the demolition is complete. 
 
Mr. Ruane and the code officers from Sunbury have been attending classes in Harrisburg to 
become certified.  Once the borough adopts the codes, Mr. Ruane recommends that the council 
require contractors to be registered in order to work in the borough.   
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Mr. Shaffer asked about the right-of-way at the property at the corner of Prince and Fifth Streets.  
The engineer has designed another plan for installing the pipe along this street and the right-of-
way may no longer be an issue.   
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe recessed the meeting at 7:35 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss legal issues.  
The meeting was reconvened at 8:10 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to forward to the borough’s 
insurance company the majority agreement of the council regarding a former employee, Edward 
J. Cope, a police officer.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Shaffer.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Troxell, 
Mr.  Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Ditton, and Ms. Groninger 
voted nay.  The motion passed 4-3. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
    Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe, Committee Chairman, announced that a meeting is scheduled for next 
 Wednesday, September 25, at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the 2003 budget.  
 
    Parks & Recreation 

Mr. Carl announced that a meeting scheduled for Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at the Second 
Street School.   
 
The Haunted House is scheduled for October 18, 19, 25, 26, November 1 and 2.  The 
premiere is planned for October 14th.  Mr. Carl plans fundraising through various forms.  
Letters will be mailed out to area businesses.  Tickets are also available in the Borough 
Office. 
   

    Personnel 
 No report 
     
    Property 
 Mrs. Groninger has contacted area contractors for estimates for the improvements to the 
 borough building.  The quotes have not yet been received. 
 Contractors have also been contacted for quotes to repair the sidewalks at the Girl Scout 
 House, which have been approved.   
 
    Public Safety 

The committee will meet on September 23, 2002 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the traffic 
patterns for emergency detours.  A meeting is also scheduled for October 2, 2002 at 7:00 
p.m.  The Fire Board meets on September 24 at 6:30 p.m.   
 
A letter from a resident addressed skateboarding on the sidewalks in the borough.  The 
borough does not have an ordinance prohibiting skateboarding in the borough.  Mr. 
Wolfe suggested keeping the borough’s position status quo.  If a skate park is ever built 
in the borough, the council may wish to re-examine this policy.  The police have 
addressed unsafe actions of skateboarders in the past.  According to Chief Redington, the 
punishment is addressed on a case to case basis.   
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    Streets 
 No report 
  
Old Business 

1. Mr. Redington reported that the bids for the Pineknotter Park ballfield lighting were 
opened at 1:00 p.m. this afternoon.  The total of all the bids exceeded the engineer’s 
estimate and the money that is remaining in the grant.  The engineer’s estimate for the 
foundation was based on the first set of bids.  The bids for the foundation received today 
were double what they had been previously.  The engineer will contact the contractors to 
determine the reason for the high bids.  The bids for the other components of the work 
were within the engineer’s estimates.  The volunteers and borough crew are continuing 
the work on the handicapped access, water line, and field.  The field will be ready for 
play next spring, whether or not the lights are installed.     

 
2. Flood Mitigation 

     A Stream Dumping Ordinance, number 2002-10, has been prepared for the council’s 
 approval.  Mr. Troxell made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2002-10.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
 the motion.  Roll call vote - all ayes.    The next step in the FEMA”S Community  Rating 
 System process is to submit a letter to Mr. David Thomas requesting the FEMA 
 Regional Office to determine whether the borough is in full compliance with the NFIP.  
 After receiving approval, the borough may apply to become a CRS Class 9.  One benefit 
 to this program is that property owners in the flood plain can obtain flood insurance at a 
 reduced rate.  

 
3. Second Street School 
 Mr. Redington reported that construction has begun on the gymnasium roof, with a 
 completion date of November 15th.  The committee has not met since the last 
 borough council meeting. 

 
4. Recycling 

 Mr. Wolfe announced that council members met with members of the recycling group. At 
 this time, the general consensus is that public awareness is needed.  One suggestion was 
 to purchase magnets with information about the recycling center’s hours and acceptable 
 recycling materials.  Recycling bins are available for purchase through a state contract.  
 The price for the larger, rectangular bins is $4.00.  The recycling committee would like 
 the chain that’s across the driveway moved closer to the highway.  They feel that drop-off 
 should be prohibited when the center is closed.  Mrs. Groninger stated that if the 
 volunteer base is gone, the borough could not operate the recycling.  It was suggested that 
 a sign should be posted, stating “NO DROP-OFF UNLESS GATE IS OPEN”, with a 
 $300 maximum fine for not complying.  The new recycling grants will be available in 
 2003.  It may be possible that Monies spent for containers or magnets may be 
 reimbursable through the new grants.   A motion was made by Mr. Troxell and seconded 
 by Mr. Ditton to obtain a new gate for the top of the driveway at the Recycling Center at 
 a cost not to exceed $600.  Roll call vote - all ayes.  Mr. Troxell will look into the 
 purchase of a gate. 

  
New Business 
      Requiring Council Approval 
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1. Mr. Carl moved to approve the minutes of August 20, 2002.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Bowersox requested that the entire conversations with Max 
Inkrote, the engineer with Larson Design Group, Inc. and Andy Anderson, the inspector 
on the Storm Water Project, be included in the minutes.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the approval of 
the minutes.   

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  In addition to the 

bills on the printout, bills from Dan’s Disposal for $540.00 for garbage removal at the 
borough garage and $180.00 for garbage removal at the Recycling Center for the months 
of June, July and August have been received.  During the summer when the pool is open, 
pickup at the garage has been twice a week, rather than once a week.  Elmer Danley, 
owner of Dan’s Disposal charged us $180.00 per month instead of $120.00 per month for 
the additional weekly pickup.   Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Carl made a motion to transfer $202.49 from the Liberty Pool Account to the General 

Fund for payroll funding.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Ditton, 
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. 
Bowersox voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
4. Mr. Bowersox moved to authorize the second drawdown request to PennVest for the bill 

submitted by HRI, Inc.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Bowersox 
asked if a change order has been received for the number of trees removed because there 
were more trees taken than on the original contract.  The office will check with Larson’s.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. The Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) Worksheets for the borough's pension plans 

were presented.   The borough’s obligation for the municipal plan for 2003 is $2,273.  
The borough had no obligation for this plan in 2002.  It was noted that the PMRS 
determined normal cost, for 2003 is 0.10470.  This ration was just 0.067 in 2002.  The 
borough’s obligation for the police pension plan for 2003 is $15,662.  The obligation for 
2002 was $31,191.  The PMRS determined normal cost was .2182 previously and is 
.2126 for 2003.  However, the “Amortization of the Actuarial Surplus” (PMRS 
determined) for 2002 was just 19, 939, whereas the 2003 surplus is 37,125. 

   
       6.  It was announced that Northumberland County has placed a ban on burning.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:09 p.m.     
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
 October 1, 2002, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, and Paul Bowersox.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen 
H. Brosius, Atty. James L. Best, Borough Solicitor, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The 
visitors five present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Mr. Wendell Wetzel stated that a lawnmower is needed for the baseball field at Pineknotter Park.  
He understands that the Finance Committee has included $5,000 in the 2003 budget for a 
lawnmower for the baseball teams.  He is requesting that the council give the $5,000 to the teams 
this year to purchase the lawnmower.  Mr. Wolfe reviewed the budget for 2002 and borough’s 
current finances.  Money owed for debt service, fire apparatus, Fireman’s Relief Association, 
and funding that is required for line items in the budget to the end of the year exceeds the current 
bank balance.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to donate $5,000 to the baseball group for the 
lawnmower.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked what the cost 
would be to rent a mower this year.  Mr. Troxell suggested using the borough’s Kubota.  Mr. 
Wolfe asked which group is requesting the money.  Mr. Daddario replied that it is the 
Pineknotter Park Committee, a sub-committee of the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mr. 
Shaffer said that the request should be submitted to the Parks and Recreation Committee before 
being brought to the council.  Mr. Carl explained that the subcommittee did make the request of 
the Parks and Recreation Committee and that request for $5,000 was included in the 2003 
tentative budget.  In past years, the borough crew cut the grass outside of the fence and the 
baseball group cut the grass inside the fence.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Carl voted 
yes; Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion 
failed 2-5. 
 
Mr. Bowersox suggested that the borough crew could cut the grass on the ball field for the 
remainder of this year.  Mr. Troxell stated that the crew should be able to do so.   
 
Mr. Daddario stated that the work at the field has progressed.  He requested more dirt, if it 
should be available, for behind the backstop at Pineknotter Park.  Both fill and topsoil are 
needed.  He was told that the dirt that is available now is not the best for at the park.  Larson’s 
will contact the borough office if dirt becomes available. 
 



 2

Stormwater Project Update - Larson Design Group, Inc. 
Mr. Max Inkrote announced that the project is about 80% complete.  Most of the pipe has been 
installed.  The curbing should be started next week, weather permitting.  The contractor ran into 
quite a bit of ground water in the brick arch between Wheatley Avenue and King Street.  He is 
working on a solution for this area. 
 
Mr. Inkrote explained that a sanitary sewer lateral coming out of a resident’s house on Orange 
Street was too high.  They were unable to adjust the sanitary sewer so the storm sewer needed to 
be raised.  Since this was necessary, adjustments to the system upstream from the storm sewer 
were made.   
 
The downspouts from one home on the upper side of Orange Street, adjacent to Brickyard 
Avenue, ran into the old pipe.  Since the pipe and inlet across the street had to be raised, the 
downspouts were lower than the new pipe.  A temporary solution has been to install a pipe from 
the downspout pipe up to the inlet.  Mr. Inkrote plans to reroute the water, with council and 
PennVest’s approval.  He will contact PennVest with the information.  Mr. Wolfe reminded the 
council that the bid had come in below the original estimate and loan amount, so if this work 
amounts to additional cost, it would still be covered under the original PennVest loan.   
 
Mr. Bowersox asked why, if additional contingency money is available, the pipe on Fifth Street 
between Prince Street and Strawbridge Road is not being replaced.  The diameter of the pipe 
varies in size, from fifteen inches to twenty-four inches.  Mr. Inkrote asked if that mattered; since 
there is no blockage in the pipe and the water is flowing.  He does not feel that it is necessary to 
replace the pipe in this block since the pipe does not appear to be damaged.  He also did not 
know if the contractor would have time to replace this pipe and still complete the paving before 
the cut-off date.  Mr. Bowersox asked that the record show that Max knew prior to the 
construction that the pipe was varied sizes. 
 
Mr. Bowersox asked about the soft spot on Hanover Street in front of the school.    
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion that the contractors have the opportunity to answer the council’s 
questions without being abused.  Mr. Wolfe agreed, stating that he felt that this was a matter of 
being kind, and did not require a motion. 
 
Mr. Andy Anderson, the inspector on the project, informed the council of a problem at Fifth and 
Hanover Streets.  He also said that two new inlets would be installed across from the Hookies 
Fire Department.  The work will be contracted on time and material.  Mr. Bowersox asked if a 
price for the inlets was in the contract.  The answer was yes.  Mr. Bowersox asked why this work 
was to be done based on time and material.  Mr. Anderson explained that he made an agreement 
with the contractor to base this work on time and materials because a water line is close to the 
inlet, the size of pipe is in this location is unknown, and they do not know exactly what they will 
find when the work is begun.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough has hired Larson’s to oversee 
the project.  Mr. Anderson repeated that, in order to be fair to the contractor because they don’t 
know what they will be getting into, he agreed to time and material.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that HRI is working in her neighborhood and she has seen them work.  
They have been very considerate of the residents, and she feels that they are doing a wonderful 
job in a difficult situation.   
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Mr. Anderson asked if the contractor would be permitted to pave the entire width of Brickyard 
Avenue above the intersection at Queen Street.  The property owner at this corner has sidewalks 
along the side of the house which would be removed in order for the paving to run to the house.  
Mr. Ruane offered to contact the property owner for permission to remove the sidewalks and 
pave to the house.   
 
Mr. Bowersox asked about the soft spot on Hanover Street.  Mr. Anderson explained that a water 
line had been fixed by the water company.  The transite pipe was replaced.  Mr. Bowersox stated 
that the trench was not backfilled properly.   
 
Council thanked Mr. Inkrote and Mr. Anderson for attending the meeting.   
 
Mr. Bowersox had another question for Mr. Inkrote and they left the meeting room to discuss it.   
 
Mayor's Report 

 Mrs. Brosius represented the borough at an Open House at the Priestley-Forsyth 
Memorial Library.   

 Borough officials have been invited to an Open House at Nottingham Village on October 
3rd from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the month of September.   The report is on file in the 
borough office. 
 
The property at 386 Duke Street which had been damaged by fire has been sold.  The dwelling is 
being razed.  Once completed, the insurance money will be returned to the original owner. 
 
Mr. Ruane sent a letter regarding a code violation for a car parked on Wheatley Avenue with 
expired license plates.  This issue may need to be addressed with the District Justice. 
 
Mr. Ruane is attending classes in Harrisburg with the Sunbury code officers.  
 
Other code activities included two street cut permits, four rental inspections, and notifying 
property owners about replacing sidewalks. 
  
Mrs. Groninger asked if the borough codes set a time limit for removing a burned-out property.  
Mr. Ruane stated that no time limit is stipulated in the codes.  The borough does have $14,000 
insurance money in escrow until the work is completed. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe recessed the meeting at 7:45 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss legal issues.  
Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 8:05 p.m.   
 
The borough has an ongoing drainage/ litigation issue.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to engage the 
borough engineers to review the plans submitted by the property owner’s engineer, with a $500 
cap.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mr. Troxell abstained.  Motion passed with 
six ayes and one abstention. 
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Committee Reports 
     Finance 
 The Finance Committee met on September 25, 2002.  A report is on file in the 
 borough office.  The committee meets again on October 30, 2002 to discuss taxes.  
 This year the borough collected 4.5 mills for debt service.  Mr. Wolfe asked the 
 solicitor if a portion of the $43,000 remaining from the debt service tax collected in 2002 
 may be carried over to be used toward the debt service for 2003.  The committee is 
 considering making a payment of $23,000 toward the Pineknotter Park principle in 2002 
 and using the other $20,000 in 2003 toward the PennVest payments.  Atty. Best will 
 research the issue and report to the council at the next meeting.   
  
 Mr. Wolfe informed the council that the Geisinger Health Plan for 2003 is to increase 
 by 17.3%. 
     
     Parks & Recreation 
 Mr. Carl informed the council that the Haunted House is 75% complete.  The dates for 
 the event are October 14, the premiere, October 18, 19, 25, 26, November 1 and 2.  The 
 purchase of premiere tickets includes the option of advertising at the Haunted House.  
 The committee talked to Colleen Ruths about providing hayrides.  The wagons have 8-
 foot high sides.  If Ms. Ruths must purchase liability insurance, it would cost 
 approximately $75.00 per wagon.  Pfeiffer-Naginey was consulted and the borough’s 
 insurance would cover the liability if this is a borough sanctioned function.   
 
 Mrs. Groninger made a motion that recreation be permitted to have the hayride in 
 conjunction with the Haunted House.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The 
 hayride would be held every night the Haunted House is opened.  Tentatively, the 
 committee plans to charge $4.00 admission to the Haunted House and $4.00 for the 
 Hayride.  Mr. Carl added that these prices may change.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
 Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs.  Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox 
 voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
 Mr. Carl spoke with Jennifer Reichenbach, an employee of the 94KX radio station, who 
 is a member of the Sunbury Riverfest Committee.  She suggested that the Liberty Pool 
 Association and her committee work together to have kids’ concerts in a dance-type 
 setting as fundraisers.  The concerts would be held in the Second Street School building 
 in the spring.  94KX and the Daily Item would provide the advertising; the borough 
 would provide the gym. Council discussed the idea and would like to have more 
 specifics.   
 
 Mrs. Groninger reminded council that various groups had requested to use the gym and 
 the borough’s liability was in question.  Mrs. Groninger asked about having some type of 
 temporary heating system installed in the section of the building with the new roof.  She 
 suggested that the Second Street Committee  be consulted for their input.    
  
 Mr. Wolfe asked that Mr. Carl pursue the idea and draft a proposal for the  council.   
 
 Mr. Bowersox asked if anyone was planning to check the ceiling in the gym and remove 
 the areas of ceiling that could be dangerous.  Mr. Carl informed the council that he 
 removed ceiling last year and that the affected areas of the roof have been removed.   
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 Mr. Wolfe asked what Mr. Carl’s plans were for the Haunted House once the 
 borough starts to utilize the Second Street building.  Mr. Carl has no plans at this time.  
  
      Personnel 
 No report 
 
      Property 
 Mrs. Groninger stated that the 2003 budget does not have enough money included 
 to repair the borough building.   
 
 Mr. Troxell informed the council that he has ordered two gates for at the driveway 
 at the Recycling Center.  They will be primed by the company and the borough crew will 
 paint them.  Mr. Troxell and the crew will install them.  The gates are PennDOT 
 approved gates for the Forestry Department.  They are made of steel pipe.   
 
     Public Safety 
 Mr. Shaffer stated that a brief meeting was held last week.  One topic addressed detour 
 plans.  The Fire Police and EMA are completing these plans.  The committee discussed 
 the midrise and the power outage.  They are considering conducting an emergency drill at 
 the midrise.  Mr. Shaffer has sent a letter to the Northumberland Borough Housing 
 Corporation.  A written report is on file at the borough office.   
 
 Chris King, of PennDOT, has provided the borough with information about 
 pedestrian crosswalks.  A survey must be completed and Mr. King has also 
 requested a copy of the traffic study that was completed by the Bucknell students.  
 Penn DOT currently has a moratorium on the pedestrian crossing signs that are placed in 
 the middle of the streets because the rubber bases are cracking.  PennDOT has no 
 problem with the borough painting crosswalks at every section along Duke Streets.  If the 
 council wishes to install crosswalks at other locations, between intersections, along Duke 
 Street, PennDOT must be consulted.   
 
 The Public Safety Committee will meet tomorrow, October 2, 2002 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 Streets 
  No committee report. 
 
 Carol Robuck wrote to council, asking if there is an ordinance prohibiting trucks 
 from traveling on King Street.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the borough has an ordinance 
 prohibiting tractor trailer traffic in the borough.  Atty. Best stated that a Local 
 Delivery only ordinance could be adopted, but the borough would need to post signs.  
 Mrs. Robuck also asked if the streets affected by the storm water project would be paved 
 before winter.  The roads will be repaired before winter, and the street cuts paved. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Mrs. Cindy Lark reported to the council that the Sewer Authority has postponed its work on the 
sewer until 2003.  The low bid that had been received was rescinded.  The authority expects to 
re-bid the project in December or January.   
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The authority is installing a manhole on Front Street, close to Front Street Station.  They are also 
working near ButterKrust on Pond Avenue, where they may install a new manhole, if they are 
unable to locate an existing one. 
 
Mr. Bowersox asked about the manholes on Strawbridge Road.  Ms. Lark stated that they just 
received the risers for these manholes.  If the work cannot be completed before it snows, they 
will hold off so snow plowing is not affected. 
 
Mr. Bowersox commented on two manholes on Priestley Avenue that are low.  He asked why 
risers weren’t placed in these manholes when the street was paved.  Mr. Ruane said that the 
street was milled before it was paved.  The paving had been tapered into the manholes.   
 
Old Business 

1. Pineknotter Park Ballfield 
The bids were reviewed at the last council meeting.  Mr. Redington informed the council 
that Larson’s would like some additional time to review the bids.  They may recommend 
that two of the four items be re-bid, the electrical material and the foundations.  The 
project has already been bid twice.  The borough will not need to pay Larson’s for the 
additional work; however the bid notice will be an additional expense.  Larson’s is 
reviewing alternative solutions and a representative from Larson’s will be present at the 
next council meeting. 
 

2. Second Street School Roof 
Larson Design Group, Inc. has received the first bill from the contractor for the work that 
has been completed at the Second Street School roof.  Larson’s fee includes one 
inspection.  They are planning to inspect the project once the roof trusses are in place.  The 
trusses are to arrive tomorrow, October 3rd.  Since new roofing is not being installed on the 
building at either end of the gymnasium, the contractor has two options for finishing the 
ends of the roof over the gym.  Mr. Troxell will talk with the contractor about these 
options.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that Larson Design Group, Inc. conducts a final inspection of 
the Second Street School roof when it is completed.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  It is felt that the inspection should not cost more than $500.  Mr. Troxell 
stated that the reason for inspecting the roof after the trusses are in place and braced is to 
confirm that the roof is structurally sound.  He does not feel that a final inspection is 
warranted.  Mr. Wolfe withdrew his motion.   
 
Mr. Carl asked if council had a time frame for installing the other two sections of roof.  At 
this time, the borough is seeking funding for the remaining roofing.  
 

    3.  Flood Mitigation 
         Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2002-10 (Stream Dumping     

Ordinance).  Discussion.  Atty. Best stated that all violations of borough codes are 
summary offenses.  The clause stipulating non-compliance with this ordinance to be a 
misdemeanor is changed to a summary offence.  The penalty and fine are to be removed 
from the ordinance and are to be included in the borough’s Resolution for General Fees and 
Penalties.  Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2002-10, as amended.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 



 7

            
New Business 

1. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve minutes of August 20 and September 3, 2002.  
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Carl was absent from 
the meeting room for this vote.  Motion passed 6-0.  

2. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger withdrew her motion and made a motion to pay the bills, 
excluding the bill from Beck Electric Company for $175 until information is obtained 
about which school sign was set.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

3. Mr. Shaffer moved to set the date of "Trick or Treat" night for October 31, 2002 from 6:00 
to 9:00 p.m.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

4. Mrs. Carol Randello requested permission for the Sons of Italy to conduct a fund raiser at 
the Pineknotter Park pavilion in May of 2003.  The group will rent the pavilion.  They will 
be selling Italian foods.  Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the request.  Mr. Troxell seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

5. On October 22 at 6:30 the borough council will meet with representatives from SEDA-
Cog and PennDOT to discuss grant funding for sidewalks.  The meeting will be advertised 
as a work session in regards to grant funding for sidewalks. 

6. The first November council meeting will be held on Monday, November 4th instead of 
Tuesday, November 5th, since the 5th is Election Day. 

7. Mr. Bowersox asked where the fill material was taken that was removed from the storm 
water project.  The material was taken to several places in the Branchview Development, 
Mr. Shaffer’s property, and K & T.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the fill could have been 
used at the Recycling Center along Route 11.    

8. Mrs. Groninger announced that she is selling tickets for the Haunted House. 
 

Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman, 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
October 15, 2002, 7:00 PM 

 
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, 
Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Mr. 
James Best, Borough Solicitor, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
The nine visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

 Ms. Karen Nogle, Co-chairman of the Revitalization Committee, addressed the council. 
 The committee is selling prints of the Front Street Station for a fundraiser.  Jeff  Lynch, the 
 artist who painted the Front Street Station, will be signing prints at A Peace of Home on 
 November 2nd.    
 
 The committee will be putting up Christmas decorations on November 9th or 16th.  
 Several members of the borough crew have volunteered to help.  Mrs. Nogle requested the 
 council’s permission to use the bucket truck.  Council approved her request. 
 
 Santa Claus is coming to Northumberland on Monday, December 2nd, at the King Street  Park.  
 The Sunbury City Band will be performing.   
 
 The Memorial Garden and Community Bulletin Board project is proceeding.  The time line is 
 to start as soon as weather permits in the spring of 2003.  It is believed that the cost for the 
 electricity to run the waterfall will be about $25.00 per month.  Ms. Nogle asked if the borough
  is willing to pay for this cost.  She also asked about the liability for vandalism, should 
 something happen to the lighted sign or pond.  The council  replied that the electric bill would 
 be covered by the borough and that the borough’s insurance would cover any mishaps.   
 
 One business owner approached the Revitalization Committee about obtaining a parking permit 
 for her personal use.  Ms. Nogle asked that the council consider this request.  Council explained 
 that requests have been received from residents living in the downtown area for parking 
 permits.   The council did not approve any requests at this time.   
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 Mrs. Groninger asked if the Revitalization Committee has considered whether or not to cover  
 the parking meters in the downtown area for the Christmas season.  Ms. Nogle said that the 
 committee has not discussed the issue. 
 

 Ms. Betty Santangelo addressed a situation about an abandoned car that has been on Queen 
Street for six or seven weeks.  The vehicle had been disabled and had not been ticketed until 
today. 

 
 Ms. Shirley McCloskey voiced a complaint about tenants at the property on Sixth and Queen 

Streets.  Children are making noise outside at 11:00 p.m.  She was informed that the borough 
has a 10:00 p.m. curfew and the police should be notified when this happens. The landlord had 
provided off-street parking for the tenants.  However, they still park on the street.  She also 
asked if a motorcycle may be parked on the sidewalk.  There is a state law that prohibits this.  
Ms. McCloskey questioned why a neighbor was not permitted to have a handicapped parking 
space.  Mayor Brosius has spoken with the neighbor who had never asked the council for a 
handicapped parking space, and gave her the information required to apply for one.   

 
 Mrs. Brenda Shumaker explained to the council that she and her husband are currently building 

a house in the borough.  A plot plan had been prepared and approved by the Planning 
Commission and council.  A right-of-way exists from Susquehanna Street to their property.  It 
is not clear who owns the right-of-way.  Mr. Shaffer asked if the Shumaker’s received a written 
right-of-way to the property.  They do not have any written document for this property.  Mrs. 
Shumaker asked about the waterline and PPL line that are to extend from Susquehanna Street 
to the house.  Mr. Charles Stroup, a neighbor and resident of Susquehanna Street, said that he 
was not aware that the water and electric lines were an issue.  He explained that he and the 
property owners on the other side of the right-of-way, the Hoegers, understood that the 
driveway to the Shumaker’s property was to come from Wild Cherry Lane.  They are not in 
favor of a driveway between their two properties and feel it would be less disruptive if 
Shumaker’s driveway came from Front Street or Route 11. 

 
 Mr. Stroup is asked that the borough council table the issue until more information can be 
 obtained.  There are too many questions that he feels should be answered first.  Mr. 
 Shaffer asked about the access to the property that had been approved as part of the 
 subdivision.  He added that the council had approved the subdivision with the existing 
 roadways.  The run-off created by a different access had not been considered.  Mr. 
 Troxell stated that a utility easement right-of-way does exist.  Mrs. Groninger moved to table 
 the issue.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Atty. Best stated that at this point, 
 the original subdivision for the development should be researched to learn  who owns the right-
 of-way. 

 
 Mr. Wolfe stated that Shumaker’s original plan which was approved by the borough’s Planning 
 Commission, Northumberland County Planning Commission, and the borough council, 
 provided for access from Wild Cherry Road.   
 
 Atty. Best recommended that the property owners should consult their own attorneys for 
 independent legal advice.   
 
 Mr. Wolfe requested that Atty. Best research the ownership of the property.  Mrs.  Shumaker 
 asked if there is such a thing as public domain for utility access.  Atty. Best stated that the 
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 utility does have a right to assert that; however, a property owner could oppose the right-of-
 way.   
 
 Mrs. Shumaker asked if the utilities may be installed, providing the neighbors approve of  the 
 utility right-of-way with a legal document.  Atty. Best advised that it would be best to wait until 
 the legal ownership of the property in question is determined. 
 
Storm Water Project  
Mr. Andy Anderson, the inspector on the project from Larson Design Group, Inc., provided the council 
with an update, informing them that the storm sewer is all underground and working.   
 
The curbing is complete on Prince Street, Hanover Street, and Orange Street.  Weather permitting; 
curbing will be installed at the Fifth and King Street intersection, King Street and Queen Street this 
week.   
 
The tunnel between Wheatley Avenue and King Street has been videoed.   
 
An 18-inch plastic pipe is now in place from Wheatley Avenue to Queen Street.   
 
The subcontractor will be working Saturday to continue with the curbing.  Mr. Bowersox asked how 
many feet of curb forms the contractor has.  Mr. Anderson stated that they are constructing 220 feet of 
curbing per day.  Mr. Bowersox voiced his concern that the forms were being removed too soon.  He 
recommended that they not be removed for 24 hours.  Mr. Anderson stated that he worked on a 
PennDOT job in Lock Haven and the forms were moved the same day. 
 
Pineknotter Park Ball Field  
Mr. Bob Bauder and Ms. Joyce Seno, of Larson Design Group, Inc., presented their recommendation 
for the Pineknotter Park Ball Field lighting.  The project had been rebid with four separate bids in 
September.  Mr. Bauder explained the bid analysis.   
 
The low bid for the supply of ball field lighting was from Hubble Lighting for $56,449, $551 less than 
Larson’s estimate.   
 
K & N Electric was the apparent low bidder for the ball field service labor with a bid of $7,912, 
accepting alternates 1 and 2.  This bid was $5,132 lower than the estimated cost.   
Bids for the installation of piles and foundations were almost double the estimate.  The apparent low 
bidder, Hepco Construction, with a base bid of $129,618, estimated 350 tons of waste disposal.  
Larson’s had estimated 160 tons of waste disposal.  Mr. Bauder recommended further discussion with 
Hepco to determine the reason they estimated the additional waste.  Piles are to be run through the 
garbage into bedrock to hold the foundations.  Mr. Bauder explained the two types of testing to 
determine the strength of what the pilings can hold.  One is a dynamic test.  The other, recommended 
by the boring contractor, is a twisting and lifting type of test.  This test is $12,000 more expensive, but 
is felt to be necessary because of the type of load, the height of the light standards, and the fact that the 
underground material is unknown.   
 
The only bid for the procurement of material was from K & N electric.  This bid was $4,659.05 more 
than Larson’s estimate.  It was recommended that this portion of the project be rebid.   
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Mr. Bauder informed the council that the total project cost is $28,881.02 more than the potential 
funding available.  The potential funding includes an additional $50,000 in the grant from DCNR.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the current budget and the tentative 2003 budget do not have this money budgeted.  
He questioned if the council would consider whether to raise taxes two mills to obtain this money.  
Council decided that the Parks and Recreation Committee should address the project with DCNR.  Mr. 
Carl scheduled a meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee for November 11, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius provided the council with a written report.  The report is on file in the borough office.  
A meeting is being planned in January to establish a History group.  Volunteers are needed for this 
project. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
• Mr. Ruane informed the council that the house which had been damaged by fire at 386 Duke Street 

has been razed.  The property owner is requesting a refund of the insurance money that the borough 
is holding in escrow.   

• Mr. Ruane asked about the handicapped curbing at the Third and Queen Street intersection where 
the property owner is installing new sidewalks.   

• Mr. Ruane informed Mr. Carl that the borough can rent fire extinguishers for the Haunted House 
from Susquehanna Fire Equipment.  He also requested that the black plastic be removed from the 
hallways and gym when the Haunted House is over for this year.   

• Mr. Wolfe asked if the “no dog” signs have been posted at Pineknotter Park.  The borough crew 
has posted the signs.   

• Mr. Wolfe asked what is being done about grass clippings in the street.  Mayor Brosius stated that 
if someone sees a person cutting grass and leaving the clippings in the street, he should report it to 
the police.  Mr. Ditton mentioned that leaves should not be raked into the street, as well.  Mr. Carl 
made a motion that the street crew issue warnings to the property owner who puts grass in the 
street.  If the same person commits a second offense, the police should be informed and the 
property owner ticketed.  Mr. Bryan seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Carl, Mr. Wolfe, 
and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted no.  
Motion failed 3-4. 

• According to the current ordinance, the property owner has 24 hours to remove the grass from the 
street.  Mr. Wolfe moved to amend the grass-clipping ordinance so there is no time frame. 
Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Shafer and Mr. Bowersox voted no.   

• Mr. Shaffer moved to remove the grass-clipping ordinance from the books.  The motion died for a 
lack of a second. 

 
Committee Reports 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee will meet on October 30th at 6:30 p.m. to 
review the 2003 budget and discuss taxes and fees.  At the November 20th meeting, the 
committee votes on the budget.  The budget is to be presented to the council at the December 
4th council meeting.  Council must vote twice to adopt the budget before the end of the year.  
Council discussed who would pay for the cost for the electricity if lights are constructed at 
Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Redington stated that the Little League people are aware that they will 
need to pay for the lights. 
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    Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl reported that the Haunted House has plenty of student volunteers.  Mr. Bowersox 
asked who is supervising.  Mr. Carl informed the council that there are six to eight adults there 
each night.  Mr. Carl and Mr. Wolfe are meeting with the Kiwanis Club in November to discuss 
the pool project. 
 

    Personnel 
 A closed meeting with the police is scheduled for October 30, 2002 at 5:30 p.m. 
     
    Property 

Mrs. Groninger stated that sidewalks have been installed at the Girl Scout House.  She has 
received one proposal for the four windows and one door to be replaced on the borough 
building.   

 
    Public Safety 

• Mr. Shaffer reported that the committee met on September 23rd to discuss traffic on Duke 
Street and emergency plans to redirect traffic.  The committee also discussed safety drills at 
the midrise.  A copy of the minutes of this meeting is on file in the borough office.   

• The Fire Police and EMA have provided written reports to the council.  These reports are 
on file in the borough office.   

• The borough crew was to begin painting the crosswalks on Duke Street on Monday.  Due to 
health issues with two of the borough crew members, the painting has been postponed.   

• The police department should have a master key to the midrise, in case of an emergency. 
     
    Streets 
  No committee report. 

Mr. Ditton stated that the intersections on Brickyard do not have adequate site clearance 
because there are too many trees and shrubs.  Mr. Wolfe asked that the street crew trim or cut 
down any that pose a potential hazard.   
Due to injury and illness, the street crew may require temporary help.  A local temp agency will 
be contacted for information. 

 
Old Business 
 

1. Second Street School 
Mr. Redington informed the council that the metal roofing material arrived today.  The engineer 
from Larson Design Group, Inc. inspected the trusses and was satisfied with the construction.  
The metal over the gable ends will be shaped the same as the roof trusses to make it easier to 
install the roofing over the other ends of the building, on either side of the gym.   
 
A leak over the wooden stairway behind the gym should be addressed.   

                
New Business 
      Requiring Council Approval 
 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to accept the minutes of September 17, 2002.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
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2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the bills.  The bill from Eastern Industries is to be paid 
with money from the Parks and Recreation account instead of the general fund.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.   Discussion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  With the correction of the Eastern 
Industries bill, the bills to be paid from the General Fund total $17,392.08; the Liberty Pool 
account bills total $698.84; and the Parks and Recreation account bills total $347.33. 

 
3. Mr. Troxell made a motion to remove the flashing light at Duke Street.  Mr. Carl seconded the 

motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.  PPL is to be 
contacted to have the service discontinued. 

  
4. A letter was received from Mrs. Sharon Reader, requesting a handicapped parking space at 125 

Hanover Street.  She provided the council with a letter from her doctor, but does not yet have a 
state-issued handicapped placard.  The request was tabled until a copy of the handicapped 
placard is received.   

 
5. Mr. Wolfe stated that, for the record, he does not have stock, does not know, and has not been in 

contact with anyone at the Daily Item.   
 

6. Mrs. Brosius reminded those present that the library’s Chicken & Chili Festival is planned for 
Saturday, October 19, 2002, in the King Street Park.  The Pineknotter Days Association will be 
selling jackets, Boyd’s bears, pinecone jewelry, and sweatshirts.       

 
7. Mr. Bowersox asked why the money that was received from PennVest as a reimbursement for 

street work that was completed last year could not be used to install handicapped curbing at 
various intersections.  Property owners at the Water and Hanover Streets were installing 
sidewalks and Mr. Bowersox felt that the borough should install handicapped curbing at the 
same time.  He stated that the contractor would have done the work and the borough would have 
only had to pay for the curbing.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the issue had to be decided suddenly, 
because the contractor was already working on the sidewalks with the concrete scheduled for the 
next day.  Therefore, a telephone vote was taken.  The vote was 1-5 not to install the 
handicapped curbing at this time.  Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Mr. Shaffer was out of town.  Mrs. Brosius 
asked why Mr. Bowersox didn’t have the handicapped curbing and access ramps installed on 
Priestley Avenue when he was chairman of the Street Committee.  Mr. Bowersox said that 
handicapped curbing was installed on Priestley Avenue along the new section of road that was 
paved above Hanover Street to the cul-de-sac.       
 

Adjournment 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
November 4, 2002, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Don Troxell, 
Bryan Wolfe, and Paul Bowersox.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Mr. Lawrence 
Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary.  Mr. Greg Shaffer, Councilman, and Atty. James Best, Borough Solicitor, 
were absent. 
 
The fifteen visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

1. Mr. Charles Stroup, of 215 Susquehanna Street, updated the council on the right-of-way 
issue brought before the council at the last meeting.  Mr. Stroup is agreeing to deed a 
right-of-way on his land to the Shumakers for their utility lines.  He added that Mr. 
Shumaker is no longer interested in a right-of-way in the vacant land between the Stroup 
and Hoeger properties for utility easements or a driveway.  Mr. Stroup is requesting that 
the borough abandon the right-of-way and deed the property to the adjacent property 
owners.  Mr. Troxell stated that a utility easement would still be necessary on this 
property.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the solicitor would be consulted for an opinion.  Mr. 
Bowersox voiced concern about another property in this development that was deeded 
over to an adjacent property owner.   

 
Mr. Wolfe requested that the property owners provide a written correspondence to the 
council, with all the stipulations explained. 

 
2. Mr. Pat McPherson, a member of the Fire Board, asked what requirements the borough 

has for volunteer firefighters in the borough; what training classes must they have to be a 
volunteer firefighter.  Mr. Brian Crebs, 1st Assistant Fire Chief, stated that he was told in 
a Public Safety Committee meeting that the borough’s minimum requirements are the 
same as the state’s minimum requirements.  Mr. McPherson stated there are no state 
minimum requirements.  There was some discussion as to who on council had made this 
statement.  There is none in the Borough Ordinances.  Mr. Crebs added that the state’s 
minimum requirements are to take the Hazardous Materials Recognition Identification 
course and Introduction to Safety Training.  The two courses require approximately five 
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hours each to complete.  Mrs. Groninger asked Mr. Crebs how many firemen that would 
eliminate.  Mr. Crebs believed that the firemen from both companies have had this 
training.  Mr. McPherson spoke with both Jack Riley, the state Fire Inspector, and 
Representative Merle Phillips, and was told that there is no state minimum requirement.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that she understood that the volunteer firefighters are to recognize 
and contain any hazardous materials spilled until the professionals can arrive.  Mr. Crebs 
stated that this is one of the goals; the second goal is to rescue any viable victims.  The 
question remained on the floor of whether it was a criteria, requirement, or a 
recommendation.  Mr. McPherson stated that he wanted to have the borough’s position 
on training requirements clarified. 

 
3. Mr. Crebs expressed his thanks to the Fire Departments in Point Township and 

Northumberland for their work at fire last evening in the borough.  
 

4. Fire Chief Josh Newbury informed the council that the No. 1 Fire Department has voted 
for a 1.5 mill increase for that department as well as the 1.5 mills requested by the 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company.  An audit is underway.  Mr. McPherson 
explained that the company is looking at requesting approximately $20,000 per year from 
the borough for the next five years, which would be $100,000, with the goal of obtaining 
a refurbished fire truck at that the end of this time frame. He further stated that they are 
looking at a refurbished one because it would be one-third the cost of a new one. He said 
that if the Borough would provide $100,000 along with the money the Fire Company has, 
they could purchase anything they needed.  The company is not interested in financing a 
new truck and feels that the cost of a new truck is too expensive.  He said this would put 
them in pretty good shape for the next 20 to 25 years.  Mr. McPherson said a refurbished 
engine could be anywhere from 5 years to 25 years old.  He also stated that Fire 
Company’s in our area like Point Township have refurbished engines.  Mr. Ditton stated 
that he couldn’t vote for taxes being assessed for a company that restricts its membership 
and excludes females.  He said this was his personal opinion.  Brian Wolfe stated that the 
borough’s tentative 2003 budget is at a 6-mill tax increase as of now, and the additional 
tax increase would mean a 7.5-mill increase.  

 
Mayor's Report 

 Mayor Brosius reported that the Revitalization Committee has requested 
permission to cover the parking meters downtown for the Christmas season. The 
request was to cover them with the original wooden decorations that were used in 
the past.  Council discussed various options.   

 
 Mr. Ditton moved to cover the parking meters for the month of December.  Mr.
 Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Role call vote – All ayes. 

 
 A resident on the hill voiced concern that when the electricity was off, there was 

no water pressure on the hill. Mayor Brosius said it was a concern for the resident 
and for the firemen. The Public Safety Committee is addressing this issue. It was 
stated that this is the third meeting this has been discussed.  Mr. Zimmerman, a 
resident of Jefferson Street, requested that the borough write a letter to the water 
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company and see what their position is on it.  He also stated that this has been an 
on-going problem for the people who live up there.  Mr. Crebs informed the 
council that the Fire Department has alternative methods of obtaining water, in 
case of a fire. 

 
 Mayor Brosius recognized that Mr. Ace Fromm, a member of the borough crew, 

has been working diligently at Pineknotter Park and is a master at working a 
backhoe.  She also asked that council keep him in their thoughts and prayers 
because he is not in good health. 

 
 Mayor Brosius also informed the council that the VFW recognized Officer Tim 

Fink as Police Officer of the Year and Mr. Mike Reedy as Firefighter of the Year.   
Mayor Brosius gave them her congratulations. 
 

 A Veterans Day ceremony is planned by the VFW for November 10th at 1:00 p.m. 
at the cemetery. 

 
 The Revitalization Committee is meeting on Saturday, Nov 9th at 9:00 to install 

Christmas decorations in the downtown area.  Several members of the Borough 
crew have offered to assist. They are to meet at the King Street Park. It was 
suggested that another workday would be needed for the volunteers to cover the 
meters. 

 
Mayor Brosius’s report is on file in the borough office. 
    
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the authority is rebidding the street projects.  No street work will be 
done this year.  The authority has money for the projects.  They feel that the bids came in high 
because of the time of year the bids were let.  She said they did not want to borrow any money. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the month of October.  He issued 7 building permits. 
A copy of his report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
The demolition of the property at 386 Duke Street that had fire damage is completed.  The 
property owner has been issued the insurance money that had been held in escrow. 
 
Mr. Ruane stated he has all the sidewalk letters sent out for the Second Ward and he is starting 
on the Third Ward. 
 
The property at 252 Fifth Street was damaged by fire last evening.  Mr. Ruane has contacted the 
insurance carrier regarding the borough ordinance and the money to be held in escrow.  The 
cause of the fire has not yet been determined.  It was not known if the house was totaled.  
 
Mr. Bowersox asked how many street cuts the borough had during the month.  Mr. Ruane stated 
that there were three, two 3 x 5 cuts and one 4 x 7 cut.  Mr. Bowersox asked how many hours 
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were spent for inspection.  Mr. Ruane replied two hours; he was attending school at the time that 
one of the street cuts was backfilled.  
 
Mr. Wolfe asked about a property where sidewalk repairs were started, but not completed.  Mr. 
Ruane will send a letter to the property owner.  
  
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he will speak with the solicitor tomorrow.  
Council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:44 p.m. 
Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Litigation issues were discussed 
 
Fire Department Truck Funds 
Mr. Wolfe informed the public that the borough has $5,000 in separate accounts for each fire 
company designated as “truck funds.”  The accounts were established in March 16, 1999 with 
UDAG money. 
   
Committee Reports 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe reported that the Finance committee met on October 30th to review the 2003 
budget.  Currently, a 6 mill tax increase would be needed to balance the budget.  The 
committee will meet on November 20th at 6:30 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe said they are looking for 
community input on the budget.   
 
Mr. Wolfe reviewed the current millage rates, those proposed for 2003, and the maximum 
millage rates permitted by law for each item.  The borough’s current total millage is 
32.45 mills (19.45 – general mills; 4.5 – debt service; 5 – road fund; 1.5 – fire equipment 
tax; and 2 – recreation tax).  Mr. Wolfe continued that currently the committee is 
considering 21.2 mills – general mills; 5 – road fund; 3.25 - debt service; 1.5 - recreation; 
and 1.5 - fire tax.  But these rates do not balance the budget.  An increase may be 
necessary in the total general mills.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the school tax is the larger 
property tax received by the residents.  Also, he stated that this tax does not comprise the 
majority of the borough’s revenue.  
 
Mr. McPherson asked if the Northumberland Housing Corporation has started to make 
payments to the borough since the building has been paid for.  He was informed that the 
council had agreed to postpone payments until the new midrise, currently under 
construction, is paid for.  At that time, the borough will receive income for both the 
buildings. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that in the past year the council had passed a balanced budget. 
He feels that the borough needs to find different ways to bring in revenue. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council has raised taxes in the past year because the tax base is 
not growing and that in one year the health cost for the employees goes up double-digits. 
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    Parks & Recreation 
        Mr. Carl reported that the Haunted House was a success.  He thanked the Liberty Pool  

Association, Northumberland Fire Police, North’d Parks and Recreation Commission, 
Northumberland Police Department, students from Shikellamy High School, and all 
individuals who volunteered.  Ticket sales were approximately $7,000. Mr. Carl stated 
that there had been a couple of water (leakage) issues at the 2nd Street building, but they 
had been resolved. 

 
    Personnel 

Mr. Ditton stated that the Personnel Committee interviewed candidates for Street 
Supervisor, Street Crew, and part-time Office help.   
 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to offer Nate Fisher the position of Street Supervisor. Mr. 
Ditton stated that he had accepted the position if offered to him.  Mr. Troxell seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Bowersox asked what experience he has.  Mr. Ditton 
replied that the Personnel Committee felt that he has enough experience for the position.  
Mr. Wolfe added that Mr. Fisher is aware that this position is a working position and Mr. 
Fisher will work with the borough crew on the job. The position starts with a 3-month 
probationary period at a salary of $25,000. Role call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  Motion 
passed 5-1. 
 
Mr. Ditton stated that, in anticipation of having an opening, and to continue the work that 
must be accomplished, the Personnel Committee recommends hiring Mr. Todd Snyder as 
a new street crew member.  The position is a union position, at the contract price of 
$10.05.   
 
Greg Carl made a motion to hire Mr. Snyder and Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion. 
Role call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted 
aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  Motion passed 5-1. 
 
Mr. Ditton and the committee recommended that Mrs. Mary Walden be hired as part-time 
office help at an hourly rate of $7.50 per hour.  She will work approximately 16 hours per 
week.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Role call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, 
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Carl abstained because Mrs. 
Walden is his mother-in-law.  Motion passed 5-0, with one abstention. 
 
Property 

 Mrs. Groninger announced that the sidewalks at the Girl Scout House have been 
 installed.         
             
 Public Safety 
 No report. 
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 Streets 
 Mr. Troxell and the Street Committee are tentatively planning for Orange Street, from 
 Water Street to Fifth Street, and Fifth Street, from Sheetz Avenue to Strawbridge Road, 
 to be paved next year.   

 
Mr. Troxell stated he did not know exactly how much funds were available and how far 
they would go. Discussion followed.   
 
Mayor Brosius stated that the Senior Action Center has requested that, to avoid having to 
parallel park, they would like to move the parking space for the county van closer to 
Wheatley Avenue. Mrs. Groninger stated it is a delivery area not a parking space. Mayor 
Brosius stated the handicapped curb “cut out” is not where the van driver drops the 
people off.  Mayor Brosius stated the area is barely painted yellow. Discussion of the 
situation was made among the Council members. The Street Committee will look at the 
situation.   
 
Permission to move the bus sign at the Northumberland Christian School was brought to 
Mayor Brosius’ attention. The School would like to move the sign from where it is now 
to the area by the telephone pole. They would like to keep the same sign that says, “Bus 
Parking” Monday through Friday, from 7:00-4:00.  Mayor Brosius suggested they limit 
the hours for parking.  Mr. Wolfe stated the Street Committee should make a 
recommendation.    
  
Mr. Matt Pittiglio contacted the borough office and requested that the council consider 
placing stop signs on Strawbridge Road at Fifth Street, and on Fifth Street at Prince Street 
Street.  Mr. Wolfe moved to install four way stop signs at these intersections.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Role call vote.  Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. 
Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion failed 
with a 1-5 vote. 
 
Light-Heigel correspondence was received stating that Emmanuel Home is requesting 
construction of a low volume driveway along SR 0011. This would provide easy access 
for delivery trucks and emergency vehicles. Paul Bowersox said the letter received has 
nothing to do with the borough; the state must approve the driveway since it enters on a 
state highway.  Mr. Bowersox asked what the borough knows about the stormwater.  Mr. 
Ruane has met with the engineer and the borough’s engineer to review the driveway area.  
He said that they plan to put drains under the roadway.   
 

 Old Business 
1. Stormwater Project – A Final inspection is scheduled for November 6, 2002 at 10:00 p.m.  

Mr. Wolfe stated the engineers, contractor, and a DEP representative will be here for the 
final inspection.  DEP must approve the project for the PennVest loan. 

 
 Mrs. Groninger stated that today, HRI removed the grates and cleaned out the storm 
 water pipes.    
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2. Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve HRI’s 3rd draw down request.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Role call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  The motion passed 5-1.   

 
3. Second Street School update 

Mr. Redington stated that the roof panels are being installed.   
The committee met this evening before the council meeting.  The group is planning a 
Capital Campaign and requests council’s approval.  The committee plans to begin the 
campaign in late winter.  Mr. Wolfe asked what the borough should do to obtain the 
money that has been approved by the state.  Mr. Redington explained that the money has 
been allocated, but not yet appropriated.  He suggested that calls could be made to the 
state representatives, Rep. Phillips and Rep. Helfrick.    
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to begin a Second Street Capital Fund Campaign.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion. Role call vote – All ayes. 
 
The contractor has made a proposal for snow guards on the roof.  Mr. Redington thinks 
that they may have been included in the contract for the gymnasium roof.  Brickhill 
Construction has quoted a price of $5,310 for snow guards for both roofs.  Discussion.  
Mr. Troxell recommended that they should be installed.  Mr. Wolfe suggested contacting 
the engineer to determine if snow guards for the gym roof are in the contract.  Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to approve the installation of snow guards, regardless of whether or not 
they are in the contract.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Role call vote – All ayes. 
 

4. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve Sharon Reader's request for a handicapped 
parking space at 125 Hanover Street.   Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. 
Troxell did not think that there should be a parking problem at this location.  The new 
house across the street has off-street parking.  Role call vote.  Mr. Bowersox and Mr. 
Ditton voted aye; Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  The 
motion failed 2-4.   

 
5. Mrs. Groninger made a motion that the council freezes all requests for handicapped 

parking spaces until the current spaces are evaluated. Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Wolfe requested a list of the handicapped spaces in the borough and it 
would be decided how to proceed on the issue.  Mr. Ruane stated that a list had been 
compiled last year and letters mailed to the property owners at those addresses.  He 
offered to review the list.  Role call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. 
Troxell voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 4-2. 

 
6. Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2002-11, an Amendment to Chapter 50, Article V of the 

Borough Code Book.  This ordinance eliminates the 24-hour period granted for removing 
grass clippings from the borough streets.  Mr. Wolfe stated this is the first reading of the 
Ordinance, which needs to be approved one more time.  The solicitor had explained to 
the borough secretary that the penalty in the Ordinance was a $10.00 fine, and if not paid, 
it would then be a different fine.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the ordinance be approved 
with words corrected under Section 4 and Section 5 and where it says “Civil and 
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criminal” penalty that it would read “fees set by Resolution.”  Mr. Ditton suggested that 
words be corrected where necessary. Discussion.  Mayor Brosius stated that she is 
opposed to removing the 24 hour time frame.  This summer, one lady was inside her 
home, taking a break, when someone came to her home to give her a warning.  She had 
been planning to clean the grass clippings from the street.  Mayor Brosius wanted to 
know how anyone would know how long the clippings had been there. Mayor Brosius 
stated that she thought they should be given 24 hours to get rid of their clippings. One 
incident was sited at Prince and Front Streets.  A man “deliberately” blew his grass 
clippings into the street until they washed away.  Role call vote – All ayes. 

 
7. Mr. Troxell informed the council that the gate for the Recycling Center has been ordered. 

 
6. Mr. Wolfe stated that he understands that the cost of repairing the gazebo is $23,000.  

The volunteer organization that is undertaking this project, has requested funding from 
Representative Phillips.  Mayor Brosius stated that she felt that the committee 
representatives should have been invited to the council meeting if council wanted 
information.  Mayor Brosius added that the chairman of the group told her that if they 
were starting from scratch, the cost would be $23,000.  Mayor Brosius understood that 
they are putting on a new roof and fixing a few railings.  She does not feel that the cost to 
repair the gazebo is expected to be $23,000.  The committee has informed the mayor that 
they do not need money for the gazebo; however, she has not been provided with any 
figures.   

 
 Mr. Wolfe stated that he is not criticizing the committee and he appreciates the work that 
 the committee has done for the borough.  He is concerned that if a committee does not 
 have adequate funding for the repairs, the borough may ultimately be responsible for 
 payment.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he was not comfortable with an outside group going to 
 Rep. Phillips and saying the borough needs money.  Mr. Carl stated a Degenstein 
 Foundation representative has told him that the borough is requesting funds for too many 
 projects at one time.   

 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the council was comfortable giving committees free reign on projects 
like this.  Discussion continued.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion that issues of funding should 
come before the borough first and that letters should be sent to all groups or people 
appointed by the borough council informing them as such.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Role call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if council approves of the Revitalization Committee obtaining 
memorials for funding for the King Street Park Memorial Garden.  Mr. Wolfe replied that 
the council had approved the project. 
 

New Business 
      Requiring Council Approval: 

1. Mr. Troxell made a motion to approve the minutes of October 1 and October 15, 2002. 
   Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked if the solicitor has   
 provided his opinion regarding whether debt service money may be held over and used in 
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 2003.  He has stated his opinion that it is permissible, but not in writing.  Council would 
 like his opinion in writing.  Role call vote to approve the minutes – All ayes. 
 
2. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  Role call vote – All ayes.  
 
3. A payment request of $42,794.00 for the Second Street School roof has been received 

from Brickhill Construction, Inc.  Mr. Troxell made a motion to pay the bill and Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The vote was unanimous to pay the bill. 

 
4. Mrs. Elizabeth Lockcuff has requested the use of the King Street Park and Gazebo for a   

wedding on August 23, 2003.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to approve the request and 
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Role call vote – All ayes. 

  
 The Finance Committee has discussed charging a fee for the use of the park and gazebo.  
 Mr. Wolfe stated that Mrs. Lockcuff is aware of the fee and is more than willing to pay 
 for the use of the park.  Council discussed whether to exempt groups who use the park for 
 various activities.  The borough pays for the electricity in the park and the labor for the 
 crew to have the park presentable before every event and to clean up afterward.  Council 
 will discuss the topic further at a later date.  
 
5. Mrs. Groninger stated that PPL has a group in town who are “butchering the trees”.  She 

suggested sending a letter to PPL complaining about the severity of the tree trimming in 
the borough.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Role call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion 
passed 4-2. 

 
6. Northumberland County has informed the borough that Weis Markets, Inc. is appealing 

the property taxes for 2002.  The legal work will be done by the county solicitor, at no 
cost to the borough or school district.  The county is requesting that the borough and 
school district share any other costs involved in the appeal.  In the past, the costs have 
been pro-rated to the three taxing bodies in proportion to each taxing body’s millage.   

 
 Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the Borough be called a Borough, not a Township, and 
 that the Borough would be willing to share the pro-rata cost.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
 motion.  Role call vote – All ayes.    
  
7. The Northumberland County Planning Commission is accepting applications for 

Community Block Grant funding.  Mr. Wolfe asked for a motion for Mr. Redington to 
duplicate the Block Grant application for handicapped access and restrooms for the 
Second Street School building, and a separate application for handicapped curbing at 
various intersections in the borough.  Mr. Carl made the motion and Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Role call vote- All ayes.  

 
8. Mr. Carl asked if the borough organizations are to obtain council approval before 

applying for funding from other outside sources, besides Rep. Phillips.  Various council 
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members voiced the opinion that the council should be informed before any outside 
sources are approached for funding by any borough-appointed committee.   

 
9. Mr. Bowersox stated that culverts exist on King Street and Queen Street, between 7th and 

8th Streets.  Although the borough does not own either, one is county-owned and the other 
is state-owned, Mr. Bowersox stated that the culverts should be cleaned out twice a year.  
He feels that the culvert at Penn Street should also be cleaned out annually.  This culvert 
was cleaned out last year by the borough crew and PennDOT, through and agility 
agreement. 

 
10. Mayor Brosius asked what the borough should do about the culvert that belongs to the 

railroad.  The borough engineer has provided the borough with the address for Norfolk 
Southern Railroad.  Mr. Bowersox recommended that the condition of the culvert should 
be inspected, before the borough contact the railroad.   

 
11. Mr. Carl asked if the council would approve the addition of the person’s name on the 

waterpark if that person donates $1,000,000 or more for the park.  Discussion.   
 

 Mr. Carl made a motion that, in the event a million dollars is donated to the water park,  
 the name could be added to the current name of Liberty Splashland (ex. John Smith’s 
 Liberty Splashland).  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Role call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
November 19, 2002 

7:00 PM 
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Gregory 
Shaffer, Donald Troxell, Judith Groninger, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Gretchen H. Brosius, James Best, Borough Solicitor, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
The nine community members present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Proclamation Recognizing the Improvement Committee's 25 Years of Service 
Mayor Brosius announced that the Improvement Committee has provided 25 years of service 
toward the betterment of Northumberland.  In commemoration, a framed collection of 4-
pictures entitled “Seasons in King Street Park at the Gazebo” was hung in the council 
chambers, and a scrapbook and Certificate of Recognition and Appreciation were placed in 
the glass-front cabinet. 
 
Mayor Brosius then read the following Proclamation: 
 

“WHEREAS, the Northumberland Community Improvement Committee was 
established in October of 1978; and 

WHEREAS, during the many years of service to the community this committee has 
contributed significantly to the betterment of Northumberland by 

* planning the construction of and maintaining the gazebo in King Street       
Park 

* purchasing and assembling the borough Christmas decorations along with the 
Santa House 

* establishing and hosting the annual Lighting Ceremony and visit by Santa 
* working countless hours on fund raisers that made all these accomplishments 

possible. 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor of the Borough of Northumberland, 
hereby issue this proclamation as an expression of gratitude and thanks to the Northumberland 
Community Improvement Committee in recognition of the community spirit they have 
exemplified during their first twenty-five years of service to Northumberland.”  
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Mayor's Report 

• “Santa in the Park” and a carol sing are scheduled for December 2nd.  Santa will arrive 
at 7:00 p.m.   

• The parking meters will be covered on November 30th, at 2:00 p.m., with the help of 
the Shikellamy Key Club. Mayor Brosius stated there would be a need for someone to 
supervise the club members. 

• Memorial plaques are being prepared. They will be placed on the benches in the park. 
Mayor Brosius stated they should be on by Thanksgiving.  

• Mayor Brosius addressed a Letter to the Editor from Mr. Robert Speer II.  Mr. Speer 
received a parking ticket on Veteran’s Day and felt that this day should be a borough 
holiday with no parking tickets issued.  Mr. Speer also wrote that there is no parking 
for the street sweeper to run and that when the street sweeper is not run, tickets should 
not be issued.  Mayor Brosius stated the borough has a parking violation ordinance.  It 
is not just for the street sweeper, but for the street crew and utilities to schedule street 
work on days when parking is prohibited.  Discussion ensued recognizing holidays 
observed by the Borough.  The consensus was to keep the status quo. 

 
Sewer Authority Report 
Act 14 Notification was received from Mr. John R. Bakowicz.  This notification informed the 
borough of the sewer project for Upper Augusta.  Mrs. Cindy Lark explained that DEP 
requires that the borough be notified. A letter was received and is on file. The project had 
been approved by the borough council several years ago.  
  
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 

• Mr. Paul Ruane announced that the listing of handicapped parking spaces has been 
compiled.  There are 25 handicap spaces throughout the borough.  Seventeen are 
located at private residences; the remaining eight are at churches or parking meters.   

 
 Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the borough initiates contact with the individuals who 
 have handicapped parking spaces to determine if the handicapped space is still needed.  
 Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
 Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  
 Motion passed 6-1. 
 
• Mr. Ruane has contacted a resident concerning moving his vehicle. It is to be moved 

by December 12.  The resident will be fined after that date, according to Mr. Ruane.  
The resident and finance company are disputing over the ownership of the vehicle.  

 
• American Water Company is installing a new water line on Prince Street, between 5th 

and 6th Streets.  
 
• Larson Design engineer Max Inkrote has reviewed storm water problems in two back 

yards on Queen Street, close to the storm water project. Discussion ensued, 
referencing the water problem in this area.   
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• Mr. William Roll has requested that the council approve revised plans for the next 
phase of the Branchview Development.  The original plan had been approved a 
number of years ago, before the borough had adopted the current stormwater 
ordinance.  Ordinance #2002-5, which was approved in April of 2002, is now in 
effect.  The council felt that the ordinance should apply to the new phase of the 
development.  It was noted that drainage problems have existed in the developments 
on the hill.  Council agreed that the plans for the development should abide by the 
ordinance and asked the Code Officer to inform Mr. Roll.    

  
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:32 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe reconvened the 
meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Litigation issues were discussed. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee will meet tomorrow evening at 6:30 p.m.  
 The goal is for the committee to pass the budget tomorrow night to present to council 
 for a first reading at the December 3rd meeting. Mr. Wolfe stated everyone was 
 welcome to attend the committee meeting. 
 
    Parks & Recreation 
 Pineknotter Park Ball Field 
 The Parks and Recreation Committee met on November 11 to discuss Pineknotter 

Park ball field.  Mr. Shaffer informed the council that on November 14, 
Representative Phillips spoke with Mr. Redington and indicated that grant funding of 
$163,000 and the additional $50,000 will be awarded through DCNR.  Representative 
Phillips had stated he would like to see the project to go forward.  Little League and 
other baseball organizations have obtained funding toward the deficit.  They hope to 
collect the balance through fund-raisers.  Approximately $10,500 is still needed to 
fund the entire project.  Mr. Shaffer explained the Funding Analysis that was prepared 
by Mr. Redington after the committee meeting.  Four individual donors have requested 
to remain anonymous.   

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that for 2003, $10,500 be earmarked from General 

 Contingency, if needed, for the ball park for the lights.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
 motion.  Discussion.  The council is optimistic that the total funding can be raised 
 without having to use this money.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 
 unanimously.  
 
 Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the lighting bids based on the engineer’s 
 recommendation, with a completion date included in the contract.  Mr. Bowersox 
 seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Bowersox stated that there were two different 
 methods for the pilings, with additional cost for one method.  Roll call vote – All ayes 
 to accept the bids as received per the engineer’s recommendation.  
  
 Haunted House 
 Mr. Carl reported on the Haunted House project.  Shikellamy students volunteered 
 over 800 hours for the project.  The profits realized total approximately $6,000.  
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 Kiwanis Club Meeting 
 Mr. Carl and Mr. Wolfe attended the Kiwanis meeting last Thursday to discuss the 
 waterpark project.  Mr. Carl felt that the meeting was very productive.   
 
 Fund-Raising  
 Mr. Daddario asked to whom committee members should report for fund-raising 
 projects.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the borough has numerous dedicated volunteers 
 who serve on committees and approach outside sources for funding.  The council 
 members and borough office are unaware of these requests.  Mr. Wolfe stated that any 
 committee or subcommittee appointed by the council should contact the borough 
 secretary before seeking outside funding.  This way, the council and borough office 
 are informed of all fund-raising activities and grant requests, in case any individual or 
 organization has questions or concerns. 
 
    Personnel 
 Mr. Bowersox asked why a newly hired employee who was to start immediately was 
 not able to start employment for two weeks.  Discussion ensued.  The employee had 
 thought he would be able to start immediately; however, his former employer had 
 requested that he give a two-week notice. 
 
    Property 
 No report at this time.  The Second Street School project is to be discussed later on the 
 agenda. 
 
    Public Safety 
 The EMA director has prepared a proposed detour for major traffic re-routing in the 
 event of an accident or other major disasters or fires. It was stated this is only 
 proposed at this time. 
 
 The committee will meet to discuss water problems that occur on the hill during power 
 outages.  The residents on the hill have no water pressure during these times.  This 
 also means that the fire hydrants are short of water.     
 
 The committee will set a meeting for sometime in January at the next council meeting. 
 
   Streets 
 Mr. Troxell stated that gates for the Recycling Center are done.  He plans to pick them 
 up and have them painted before they are hung at the Recycling Center. 
 
 Mr. Wolfe asked if the lines would be painted on the streets yet this year.  He was told 
 that it is too cold to paint the lines now and they will be painted in the spring.  
  
Old Business 
1. Council discussed whether the roof at the Second Street School building has been 

completed.  The contract date for completion was November 15th.  The snow guards are 
an additional item to the original contract.  Mr. Wolfe stated that we need to make sure 
that what was included in the contract was completed.  
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Mayor Brosius sent a thank-you note to Representative Merle Phillips for his help 
toward obtaining the funding that is to be received from the state for the school building 
renovation.   
 

  Mayor Brosius reported that Walker International Events has requested the use of the 
  gym for a circus in March.  Mr. Carl made a motion to approve the request for a rental 
  fee of $600 and the cost of rental of portable toilets for the event.  Mrs. Groninger   
  seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
 Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Wolfe voted no.  The 
 motion passed 6-1. 

 
Mayor Brosius reported that the committee is moving along with their Capital 
Campaign.  They are in the process of forming committees.  The Kiwanis Club is 
donating $10,000 for the kickoff to the Second Street School Capital Campaign once 
their Certificate of Deposit matures at the end of the year.   
 

2.  Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2002-11, an amendment to 
Chapter 50, Article V of the Borough Code Book.  The first reading was at the 
November 4th council meeting.  This ordinance eliminates the 24-hour grace period 
granted for removing grass clippings from the borough streets.  Mr. Wolfe called for a 
motion to adopt the ordinance which will be effective in 60 days. 

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2002-11.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Shaffer voted no.  The motion passed 6-1. 
 

3. Quotes have been received for five replacement trees from Shaffer Landscaping and 
Lloyd’s Landscapes.  A Touch of Class was contacted; but did not provide quotes.  The 
quote from Shaffer Landscaping was lowest received.  These trees are to replace trees 
that had been removed due to the storm water project.  Three are to be planted on 
Queen Street and two on Fifth Street. 
 
Margaret Weirick, a member of the Shade Tree Commission, had consulted with a 
landscape architect from Larson Design Group, Inc. to select the trees that are to be 
planted. 
 
Mr. Carl made a motion to accept the quote of $1,095.00 from Shaffer Landscaping for 
replacing the trees.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Bowersox 
voted no. The motion passed 6-1. 
               
Trees had also been removed at the Groninger residence due to the storm water project.  
The Groningers planted new trees at their property, at their expense.   

 
New Business 
      Requiring Council Approval 
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1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of November 4, 2002.   Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if Mr. McPherson has been informed of the state 
requirements for firefighters.  He had been.  Mr. Ditton stated that he plans to 
address this topic later in the meeting. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if a letter was sent to PPL about the complaints received on 
the tree trimming that was done in the borough.  The office had contacted the 
local PPL office to obtain a name and address to send the letter.  Mr. Bill Miller 
came in to the office to explain the reason that the trees were cut in the V shape.  
According to Mr. Miller, Penn State recommends this type of cut because it does 
not shock the trees as much as topping them does.  Mr. Miller was aware of 
complaints from several borough residents and visited those properties with 
Margaret Weirick, a member of the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. Miller also 
stated that the trees would not be trimmed again for five years. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if the culverts below Penn Street have been checked.  Mr. 
Troxell stated that they have been and are clear.  Mr. Bowersox added that the 
parallel ditch along Penn Street should be checked at least twice a year. 
 
The parking at the Senior Action Center was discussed.  The yellow line has not 
yet been changed.   
  

2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Bogovich questioned the amount of the 
gas bill to heat the Girl Scout House.  The street crew will be asked to make sure 
the thermostat is turned back when the building is not in use.  It was mentioned 
that this is a block building with no insulation and the heat would have been 
turned up for Election Day.  The Girl Scout council pays for the electricity for the 
building and the borough pays for the gas.  Roll call vote to approve payment of 
the bills.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Ditton voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  The motion passed 6-1. 

 
                    Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $6,226.99.  The Liberty Pool account    

                    bills total $1,051.41 and the Park and Recreation account bills total $2,112.50.
  

3. Mr. Shaffer mentioned the email from Brian Crebs regarding the state 
requirements for firefighters.  He said that he also received comments from 
council members about statements that were made in this email and that Mr. 
Crebs has apologized for the comments, explaining that he did not intend to 
offend anyone.  Mr. McPherson has been provided with the requirements as 
received from the State Fire Commissioner.  The only state requirements for 
training are mandates from the federal government concerning Haz-Mat.   

 
4. The Northumberland Housing Corporation has invited borough council members 

to attend their meeting on Thursday, November 21st at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Shaffer may 
not be able to attend due to a death in the family.  If possible, he will be there.  
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Mayor Brosius plans to attend.  The Public Safety Committee had contacted the 
housing corporation regarding safety issues and state inspections at the mid-rise.   

 
5. Mrs. Groninger remarked about a Letter to the Editor that was in the Daily Item.  

The author was appreciative of the work done by Mr. Eugene Brosius at the 
underpass.  The area has been cleaned up, flowers planted, and a sign recognizing 
Northumberland as the Home of the Pineknotters was erected. 

 
6. Mr. Bowersox had questions regarding the final inspection of the stormwater 

project.  Discussion.  Larson Design Group, Inc. has provided a written report of 
the final inspection meeting. 

 
7. Mr. Daddario stated that Recreation and the Pineknotter Park Committees 

appreciate the council’s cooperation and support for the ball field at Pineknotter 
Park. 

 
8. Mr. Ditton asked if the change orders from Larson Design Group, Inc. are the 

final change orders.  Mr. Inkrote and HRI representatives are meeting tomorrow.  
It is unknown if any additional change orders will be agreed upon. 

 
9. Mr. Ditton discussed the memo from Mr. Inkrote regarding the ”ponding” in the 

back yards of residents in the storm water project area.  Mr. Inkrote’s opinion 
states that this was a pre-existing condition and that the storm water project did 
not create the problem. 

 
10. Mr. Wolfe stated that the council had agreed to 1.5 mills for the Fire Department 

for 2002, with the stipulation that an audit of the fire company be provided to the 
council.  Mr. Wolfe asked if it was the council’s consensus that the money is not 
to be disbursed to the fire company without an audit.  Council agreed.  He asked 
the solicitor if the council could retain the tax money that was collected this year 
until next year, to be disbursed once an audit is received.  Mr. Best replied in the 
affirmative.  Mr. Wolfe then asked if the borough could have a referendum on the 
ballot in the spring with the question as to whether the voters in the borough 
approve of instituting a fire tax of no more than four mills.  Mayor Brosius stated 
that the firefighters have not asked for four mills of tax; they have requested three 
mills, which do not require a referendum.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the council 
has made stipulations that the Fire Department must meet in order to receive the 
tax money.  The Fire Department has not met these stipulations, as requested, and 
Mr. Wolfe feels that the council may be perceived as not caring about fire 
protection because no one else has been given these same stipulations.  However, 
he explained that no other organizations, outside of borough organizations, have 
requested tax money.  Parks and Recreation are a part of the borough.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that the council does not appoint people to the Hookies, so it is the 
council’s responsibility to learn about their finances before committing tax dollars 
to the organization.  This is the reason an audit was requested. 

 
Mr. Jack Snyder stated that the council members have a lot of responsibility.  One 
of the fire companies in the borough has purchased a new fire truck that will cost 
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the company $800,000 over a period of 10 years.  This truck is being purchased 
on a lease/ purchase agreement.  If the council contributes $20,000 this year and 
the company does not have the money to complete the payment in any particular 
year, the company will lose the truck and the borough’s money will “go down the 
drain.”  He does not think that any taxpayer would be happy if this happens.  He 
feels that the council should think carefully before paying this money to the fire 
company. 
 
Mr. Shaffer questioned if it would be worth the $20,000 if this truck helps to save 
one life in this year.  He said that any fire department could go out of business any 
year; there is no guarantee with volunteers.  Mr. Shaffer added that the Rescue 
Squad died because of lack of money and lack of volunteers. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that for this particular issue, the purchase of the truck had 
nothing to do with the borough’s contribution to the company.  Mr. Bogovich and 
Mr. Troup had both told the council that the company could afford the truck 
without the borough’s money.   
 
Mr. Troxell stated that the fire company ordered the truck without any 
consideration for the borough.   
 
The question was raised as to whether the Hookies company agreed to the 
purchase of the truck; or whether the decision was made by just a few members.   
 

        Mr. Wolfe also said that, although he is not advocating this, the borough could
        give the tax money back to the tax payers by reducing the general mills tax by 1.5 
        mills.  Mr. Best concurred.  

 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the borough does contribute to the fire companies and 
pays for the insurances for both companies.   

 
           11.  Mayor Brosius asked if a deadline has been set for the next newsletter.  Mr.                                       

Wolfe replied that he will determine the deadline for the next council meeting              
and that the newsletter will probably be published by the end of January. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
December 3, 2002 

 
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg Shaffer, and 
Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, James Best, Borough Solicitor, 
Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Councilmen 
Paul Bowersox and Greg Carl were absent; Mr. Bowersox due to illness and Mr. Carl due to 
having to work this evening.  
 
The seven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Patty Young asked why the leaves have not been picked up.  Mr. Ruane explained that 
the crew has been around collecting leaves.  Due to the weather and wet conditions, it can 
take an hour to pick up leaves in a one-block area.  He also explained that the crew was 
shorthanded due to illness and injury.  Two new crew members have been hired. 
 
Mr. Don Troxell, councilman, arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Jr. asked which insurance cards should be kept in the fire trucks.  The 
borough’s insurance carrier is now EMC (Employers Mutual Casualty Company). 
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius announced that the police are holding their annual toy drive in memory of a 
former police chief, Marty Concini.  Several drop-off locations were announced. Anyone 
needing toys for their children should call the Police Department.  Mayor Brosius’s written 
report is on file in the borough office. 
 
Mr. Wolfe commented that the program in the park held last evening was very nice.  Santa 
Claus arrived and the Sunbury City Band played several selections. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the Sewer Authority is recommending that the council reappoint 
George Gavason to the Sewer Authority Board.  The term would expire December 31, 2007.   
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Mr. Troxell made a motion to reappoint Mr. Gavason to the Sewer Authority.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Ms. Lark stated that the Sewer Authority plans to televise the lines along Orange Street since 
the borough plans to pave Orange Street in 2003.  This is in addition to the other work 
planned for next year.  They expect to rebid this work in January. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity for the past month.  His report is on file in the 
borough office. 
 
Mr. Ruane suggested that when picking leaves, the truck driver and the crew member who is 
working behind the truck should have headphones and microphones to use to communicate 
instead of using hand signals.   
 
Executive Session 
No Executive Session was required. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Finance 
 2003 Budget Proposal (1st reading) 

Mr. Ditton made a motion to adopt the 2003 budget.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  
 
Mr. Ron Wynn stated that he is concerned that the property taxes have increased in the 
past few years.  Mr. Troxell explained that some major projects have been undertaken.  
The 5 mill street tax has been added in the past several years and now the storm water 
project has meant an additional increase.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the council is not 
able to control the increases for several items, namely insurances and salaries under 
contract.  She stated that she is not planning to seek re-election; but she believes that 
the street tax is necessary due to the condition of the streets and the storm pipes.  She 
added that she would have raised the street tax by five more mills.  She explained that 
every time a street is opened up, the borough needs to replace storm drains because 
they are in such bad condition.  Mr. Wynn stated that he felt that some expenses could 
be cut; however, he added that he had not attended any of the budget meetings.  Mr. 
Shaffer asked what services could be cut.  He added that the council does not have any 
extras in the budget for future street construction. He also stated that the money just 
doesn’t go far enough for all of the services in the borough. Mr. Shaffer stated the 
“wish list” for services had been cut.  He recommended that residents should attend 
budget meetings to gain a better understanding of the expenses. 
 
Mr. Ditton stated that the Street Department and Police Department are unionized; 
therefore their salaries and benefits are already established.     
 
Mr. Jim Troup asked why additional laborers were hired, adding that many companies 
are laying off workers.  It was explained that two street crew members were hired; one 
will eventually replace another worker.  The other is the street supervisor.  The part-
time office clerk was hired to replace a part-time clerk who moved out of the area. 
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Mrs. Young asked if the Borough Secretary’s salary was increasing by $10,000.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that this was not true.  Mr. Wolfe added that the increase is from $28,500 
to $35,000 and that Mrs. Bowman has assumed additional responsibility.  Mrs. 
Groninger explained that since the borough does not have a Borough Manager, the 
Borough Secretary functions as more of a manager.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee has been working on the budget since 
June.  He stated that approximately 50% of the budget is governed by contracts.  Mr. 
Wolfe explained that almost $317,000 in the budget is related to the police department 
and much of this is determined by their contract.  Mr. Wolfe also stated that he feels 
that only as a last resort should health care be cut for the employees. He also stated 
that the employee co-pays for office visits and prescriptions are increasing.  The police 
contract expires next December.  He explained that the salaries of the police 
department have increased by 57% over the past two contracts.  Mr. Troup asked if the 
council has considered shared services with Point Township.  This had been explored 
at one time.  Mr. Wolfe stated that one full-time officer and one part-time officer had 
been funded through the COPS grant.  Although no additional grant funding is 
anticipated for 2003, the committee did not choose to cut these positions.  Jan 
Bowman stated an officer told her that 95% of his time was spent on drug-related 
issues during a one-week period.   
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that council hopes that the Water Park will bring in more revenue 
in the future, so the taxes will not have to go up. He also stated that if the borough 
does not find other ways of raising revenue, either taxes would need to be increased or 
expenses and services would need to be reduced.   
 
Mr. Shaffer added that he feels it is important for the borough to have police on duty 
twenty-four hours a day. 
 
Mr. Troup asked if the street sweeper is run on the streets on the hill and if recycling is 
picked up there.  Mrs. Marilyn Attinger, a resident of Villa Vista, stated that the 
services are provided in her neighborhood.  Mrs. Fran Bogovich stated that the 
residents on the hill are paying a street light tax, but do not have street lights.  Mr. 
Wolfe responded that the borough does not have a street light tax this year or included 
in the 2003 budget. 
 
Mr. Wynn asked why the cell phone budget increased.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the 
committee had looked at the expenses to date for the pagers and the cell phones are 
more cost effective.  The proposed budget does not include the expenses incurred in 
2002, but the committee had looked at those expenses when preparing the 2003 
budget.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the original increase in the 2003 budget was anticipated to 
be six mills.  The Finance Committee worked to reduce that to three mills.   
  

 Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call vote to adopt the budget.  All council members present 
 voted in the affirmative.  Council will conduct the second reading of the budget at the 
 December 17, 2002 council meeting.  
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         Disbursement of $5,000 Truck Fund for Northumberland Hook and Ladder 
 Company 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company requested the 
$5,000 that has been designated for the Hookies Truck Fund.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to cut a check for $5,000 from the Northumberland Hook 
and Ladder Truck fund to the Hookies.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Council 
discussed how the check should be handled.  Mr. Paul Ruane, a member of the 
Hookies board, suggested that the check be deposited to the Hookies Truck Fund 
Account that is at the Northumberland National Bank.  He added that the first payment 
for the truck has been made.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Shaffer amended the motion and 
second to make the check payable to the truck fund at the Northumberland National 
Bank.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 
Mr. Troup commented that the Hookies' recent fund drive was a success, thanking the 
many residents who donated money toward the purchase of the new truck.   

          
 SUN Bank loan for Pineknotter Park  
            Mr. Wolfe stated interest rates are lower now than they had been when the borough 
 obtained the loan from SUN Bank for the clean-up at Pineknotter Park.  The loan can 
 be re-negotiated with the SUN Bank at a lower interest rate.  The current interest rate 
 is 5.85 %.  The new rate would be 3.79% fixed for five years.  At the end of five years, 
 the borough would need to renegotiate the loan.  The borough would have to pay fees 
 related to the refinancing.  If the loan is refinanced,  a representative of the bank has 
 estimated that approximately $16,000 could be saved.  Mr. Shaffer made the motion to 
 begin the process to refinance the loan.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
 Discussion.  Roll call vote was taken.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, and 
 Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 4-1. 
               
    Parks & Recreation 

The Parks and Recreation Committee recommended appointing Angie Fegley as new 
Parks & Recreation Committee member.  Mrs. Groninger requested that the 
appointment be tabled until Mr. Carl is in attendance.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the 
appointment.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that within the next two months the name of a corporate sponsor for 
the waterpark would be revealed. 
 

   Streets 
 Mr. Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, stated that a total of 92 man hours have been spent 

picking up leaves in the past week.  Mr. Troxell added that this year has been 
especially difficult since the leaves all fell at once.  The wet conditions have 
contributed to the length of time it takes the crew to pick up the leaves. 

 The crew was called out early one morning to remove leaves that had been dumped in 
the middle of Prince Street.    

 The snow plows are on the trucks and working well. 
 The crew was called to pull a canoe from the river.  Mrs. Groninger questioned if this 

was something the crew should have been asked to do or if another public agency 
should have been contacted.   



 5

 Mrs. Groninger asked if the crew responds immediately to phone calls from residents 
who want their leaves picked up.  Mr. Fisher replied that they can’t respond to each 
individual request, but must follow the schedule.  Eventually, the streets will all be 
covered. 

 Recycling is still being done along with picking up leaves. 
 Mrs. Attinger complimented the decorations in the downtown area, covering the 

parking meters.  She also thanked Mayor Brosius and Mr. Brosius for placing the 
planters in the downtown area. 

 Mr. Wolfe signed Ordinance 2002-11, after the 10-day time frame for the Mayor to 
sign the ordinance.  Mayor Brosius has elected not to sign the ordinance.  This 
ordinance was passed at the November 19, 2002 council meeting.  It will become 
effective on February 1, 2003.   

     
    Personnel 
 No report. 
 
    Property 

Mrs. Groninger announced that the Second Street School roof has been completed 
over the gym within the time frame stipulated in the contract.  The snow guards will 
be installed as soon as they are delivered. 

     
    Public Safety 

Mr. Shaffer reported that he and Mayor Brosius attended a meeting of the 
Northumberland Housing Corporation.  He stated that they had very good dialogue 
with the Housing Board regarding emergency procedures. 
 
Mr. Shaffer stated that the Fire Board recommends that the borough contact the water 
company, informing them that water pressure to the hill is too low and the pump from 
the water tank should be replaced. 
 
Mr. Shaffer stated the hydrant across from the Second Street School needs to be 
replaced because it is antiquated and could cause a hazard.  Because of the way that it 
is styled, it poses a problem for hooking up the fire hose.   
 
A resident’s request that a fire hydrant be moved on Madison Avenue was approved 
by the Fire Board. There is to be no cost to the borough.  The resident and water 
company were informed that if it is necessary to excavate Madison Avenue, the 
borough’s excavation fee would apply.  The homeowner would assume any cost 
related to moving the hydrant. 
 
The Fire Board requested that the borough not put a referendum on the ballot next 
spring about a fire tax.  Mr. Shaffer said that the Fire Board felt that the two 
companies should be informed and in support of the referendum before the board 
agrees it.  Mr. Troup stated that although it is needed, he does not feel that the 
property owners will vote to approve the referendum with the tax increase that is being 
imposed for 2003.  He further stated that the public should be educated on how the fire 
tax would be spent.  Discussion ensued.  Mrs. Groninger stated that if the voters 
approve that a fire tax be implemented, she would vote to include the fire tax in the 
budget.  Mr. Wolfe agreed, adding that he did not feel an audit would be required, if 
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the voters approved the tax.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council is permitted, legally, to 
add up to three mills of tax for Fire Apparatus.  Therefore, the question on the ballot 
may be worded, “Would you agree to up to four mills of tax allocated for Fire 
Apparatus?”  He added that anyone can petition to include a question on the ballot.  
The deadline to have the question included on the primary ballot is in March.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the Fire Board did not need to make the decision tonight and they 
could present the issue to the fire companies.     
 
Mrs. Brosius stated that the Northumberland Housing Corporation is not an authority, 
but a Corporation.  As such, the borough council really has nothing to do with the 
organization. 
 

 Old Business 
1. Second Street School update.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay $24,957.00 for the 

roof of the Second Street School to Brickhill Construction, Inc.  $6,084.85 would be 
transferred from the General Contingency fund and $18,872.15 would be transferred 
from the UDAG fund.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion. Discussion.  The money from 
the General Contingency fund is the balance of the $175,000 state grant.  Roll call vote 
- All yes.  The motion passed unanimously. 

  
 2.  Mr. Wolfe announced that the articles for the newsletter will be due by January 10,       

2003, with the newsletter anticipated to be out by the end of the month. 
         
New Business 
      Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of November 19, 2002.  Mr. Troxell      
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
    2.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay the bills, including $180 for eye care reimbursement to 

James Dodge.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The bills to 
be paid from the General Fund total $12,760.08. 

   
    3.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Resolution 2002-J.  This resolution requests 

permission to participate in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Cooperative Purchasing 
Program.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

  
4.  2003 Council Meeting Dates 
 Mr. Wolfe reviewed dates for the Borough Council meetings for 2003.  He suggested 

that the meetings be scheduled for the first and third Tuesdays of the month, except for 
the months of May, July, and November.  The first meetings in the months of May and 
November would be scheduled for the first Mondays of those months due to the primary 
and general elections held on the first Tuesdays of the months.  Only one council 
meeting will be held the month of July, due to Pineknotter Days.  The date suggested for 
this meeting is July 15th.  Mr. Shaffer made the motion to accept the 2003 meeting dates 
as stated; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  

 
5.  Borough Office Holidays for 2003.   

Mr. Wolfe stated that in 2003, December 31 is on a Wednesday and the borough office 
closes at noon on Wednesdays.  Therefore, he recommends closing the office on 
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President’s Day.  Mrs. Bowman requested that the office be closed for the Christmas 
holiday on December 25 and 26 in 2003.  Normally, the office is closed on December 24 
and 25, but since the 24th is a Wednesday, the office will close at noon anyway.  The 
other borough office holidays would remain the same as the 2002 holidays.  Mr. Shaffer 
made the motion to accept the holidays and Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll Call 
vote- All ayes. 
 

 6.  Mrs. Groninger moved to hold the curbside recycling in 2003 as scheduled, except for 
the month of December 2003, when curbside pickup would be eliminated.  Residents 
could still take their recyclables to the center during December.  Mr. Troxell seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Curbside pickup would be on the first Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday of each month unless one of those days is a holiday.  In that case, recycling 
would be scheduled for the second Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of the month.  
There would be no curbside recycling in the month of December.  This is because the 
street crew is busy with leaf pickup and the possibility of snow plowing, as occurred this 
year.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
7. Mr. Troxell stated that the gate for the Recycling Center has been received, but it cannot 

be installed because the ground is frozen. 
 
8. Mayor Brosius stated that she has received written monthly reports from the Fire Police 

and the EMA. 
 
9. Mayor Brosius requested that the Christmas lights be installed this year.  She requested 

a bucket truck for installing the wreaths downtown and asked that the snowflakes in the 
park be connected so they can be lighted.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the Mayor and 
Street Supervisor plan a time for this to be completed. 

 
  10.  Mr. Troup requested that money be included in the budget for Fire Prevention.  Mr. 

Ditton stated that some of the money budgeted for portables could be used toward Fire 
Prevention.  

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
December 17, 2002 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Greg Shafer, Don 
Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Lawrence 
Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary.  Council members Paul Bowersox and Judith Groninger, and 
Solicitor James Best were absent. 
 
Public Comment 

 Keystone Forging Company - Noise ordinance 
 Mr. Joe Cipriani, representing the Keystone Forging Company, explained that he 
 had received a phone call from the police regarding the work shift, and noise, 
 beginning at the forge at 6:00 a.m.  He was informed that the noise ordinance 
 prohibits noise until 7:00 a.m.  He explained that the forge has been operating 
 from 6:00 a.m. for 25 years and that he had been told that the company would be 
 “grandfathered in” and not be made to comply with the 7:00 a.m. stipulation in 
 the ordinance. It was stated that the town “grew up around” the Forge Company.  
 Mr. Cipriani requested that the council permit the forge to continue with their 
 present schedule.  Major studies resulted in two walls being built to buffer sound, 
 new doors installed, and a reduction in the amount of noise emitted.  Mr. Cipriani 
 asked that the noise ordinance be changed to permit noise beginning at 6:00 a.m., 
 instead of 7:00 a.m. 
 
 Mr. Shaffer stated that he felt that the council should exempt the forge. 
 
 Mr. Wolfe said that, if possible, a Resolution would be prepared for the 
 January 2, 2003 meeting to amend the ordinance to permit the forge to operate at 
 the earlier hour. 
 

 Karen Nogle, Co-Chairman of the Revitalization Committee, thanked everyone 
who helped to decorate the park and downtown area for the Christmas Season.  
She and Mayor Brosius thanked the Borough crew for their assistance along with 
the other volunteers.  
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Mayor's Report 
 Mayor Brosius reported that a Police Department has requested a personnel 

meeting in early January.  
 The Mayor reported that one of the flashing bars on one of the Police cars needs 

to be replaced. 
 

 The distribution of toys is scheduled for December 22nd.   
 

 The mayor has received two complaints.  One was about the trees that extend over 
Front Street.  Penn Dot has informed the Borough that it is the Borough’s 
responsibility to trim trees along Front Street in the right-of-way.  Discussion was 
held as to whether this is a safety issue.  It is felt to be a safety issue.  Mr. Shaffer 
stated the property owner owns the right of way.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the 
Code Officer, Police Department, Street Department, and borough office work 
together to resolve the issue. 

 
 The second complaint was from a gentleman who lives on Duke Street.  When the 
 state plows the road, the snow is thrown up on his sidewalk. The property owner 
 stated the trucks are coming into town too fast.  The suggestion was made that he 
 contacts PennDOT.   
 

 A concern was brought to the Mayor’s attention about the number of trees that 
have been removed from the tree space and not replaced. 

 
 Mayor Brosius thanked the street crew for their many hours of work to install the 

Christmas lights and decorate the borough for the holidays. 
  
The Mayor’s Report is on file in the borough office. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the authority hopes to have the sewer work out for bid in 
January.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane announced that the Planning Commission will meet on Thursday, 
December 19th to review two plans.  One is for Verizon on Front Street.  The second is a 
subdivision between Shumaker and Stroup properties off of Susquehanna Road.   
 
Jim Buch is planning to construct a building on the triangular piece of ground between 
Route 11 and the old Danville highway. 
 
Mr. Bill Roll has contacted Mr. Ruane about the revision to his development on the hill.  
Council stated that if the development is subdivided or the lot sizes are change, the 
development would be required to comply with the new Storm Water ordinance.  
Changes to the land would affect the drainage on the property.  Mr. Wolfe added that Mr. 
Roll is welcomed to come to a meeting to address the Council.     
 
Mr. Ruane is ready to cite violators of the renter’s ordinance after the 1st of the year.   
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Mr. Wolfe stated that the issue with the renter’s ordinance would be addressed at the 
January meeting. 
 
 
 
Executive Session 
An Executive Session began at 7:35 to discuss litigation and personnel issues.  The 
Council Meeting was reconvened at 7:46 p.m.  
 
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, provided the council with a written schedule of the 
street crew’s work.  Both Mr. Fisher and Mr. Snyder are working to obtain their 
CDL licenses.  The crew is still collecting leaves.  Mr. Fisher’s written report is 
on file in the Borough office.  

    
    Finance 
            2003 Budget Proposal - 2nd reading 

Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt the 2003 budget.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked if any revision was planned for the Fire 
Prevention materials for the Fire Board.  Council decided not to revise the budget, 
but hopes that money will be available by the end of the year.  Fire Prevention 
week is in October and the bill for the materials used was received this month.  
Roll call vote - All ayes.   

        
 Mr. Wolfe stated that the information has not been received yet regarding the 
 refinancing of the loan for Pineknotter Park.  

  
 A fee and penalty schedule will be in the council’s mailboxes this week for their 
 review.  The schedule will be acted upon at the first meeting in January. 

     
     Parks & Recreation 

Mr. Carl requested that the council approve Angie Fegley as new Parks and 
Recreation Committee member.  Mr. Ditton moved to appoint Angie Fegley to the 
Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.   
 
Mr. Carl explained that Tim and Michele Fink have offered to step down from the 
Parks and Recreation Committee if others volunteer to serve.  The Finks would 
still like to remain on the sub-committee for the Soap Box Race.   
 
Mr. Wolfe suggested that a group meet informally some evening in January to 
discuss the pool project.  A date will be set after the holidays.  

    
      Personnel 

Mr. Ditton suggested that the Personnel Committee meet with the Police 
Department on Tuesday, January 7, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. 
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Atty. Best has resigned as the Borough Solicitor, effective December 31, 2002.  
The Personnel Committee is recommending the appointment of Atty. Robin 
Martin as the Borough Solicitor for 2003.  Mr. Ditton moved to appoint Atty. 
Martin to the solicitor position for 2003 at a retainer fee of $7,500 per year.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
      Property 
 No report. 
 
      Public Safety 

Mr. Ditton requested that the Feaster Corporation be contacted to remove 
construction supplies from Orange Street.  The council had approved for 
construction vehicles and trailers to be parked on Sixth Street.   
 
Council discussed the “no parking” signs that had been placed on the opposite 
(even-numbered) side of Sixth Street.  Mayor Brosius suggested covering the 
existing signs with some type of bag to denote “no parking”.  The signs are no 
longer there.  Mr. Troxell will ask the Street Department to erect something more 
permanent. 
 

Old Business 
   1.      Second Street School update - 
            The snow guards have not yet been installed. 
 

2.    Resolution 2002-K (Adopts the Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan as recommended 
 by the Flood Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee) was discussed.  Mr. Ditton 
 had not received a copy of the plan and requested time to review it.  Mr. Wolfe 
 tabled the resolution. 

 
3.    2003 Council Meeting Schedule 

   The council meeting schedule as been revised.  The first meeting in January will  
 be January 2nd.  The first meeting in February will be February 3rd.  Mr. Wolfe 
 stated that all other meetings would remain as approved at the December 3rd 
 council meeting.  The council meetings and regular committee meetings for 2003 
 will be advertised in the Daily Item.  All committees should submit their 2003 
 meeting schedule to the borough office by Monday, December 23rd, in order to be 
 included in the advertisement.   
 

4.    Mr. Wolfe stated that the deadline for articles and advertisements to be 
 submitted for the borough newsletter is January 10th. 

 
5.  Storm water project - Payment request #4.  
 Mr. Shaffer made the motion to submit the HRI request #4 for payment.  Mr. 
 Troxell seconded he motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.   
 
6.  Pineknotter Park Ball Field Lighting 

 Mr. Redington informed the council that Mr. Bob Bauder, the engineer with 
 Larson Design Group, Inc., has written a letter outlining the work to be completed 
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 by the contractors in the spring.  Projected dates are included.  He added that the 
 work can be completed without interfering with the baseball season. 
 

7.    A memo from Larson Engineer Max Inkrote regarding the water ponding in 
 backyards of Metzger and Farrow/Frost properties on Queen Street is to be  
 included in the borough minutes for future reference.  Also, a memo was received 
 in reference to an existing storm water culvert between Orange Street and Wallace 
 Avenue (Street) that runs under the Baranaskas property.  This, too, is to be 
 included in the minutes for future reference.  

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the minutes of December 3, 2002.  Mr.  
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
    2.     Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion. 
 Three bills were added for payment:  $47.15 to Susquehanna Fire Equipment and 
 $68.00 to Keystone Communications from the General Fund, and $211.99 for a 
 Karaoke machine for the pool to be paid from the Liberty Pool Fund.  Roll call 
 vote - All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 24,389.17 and bills 
 to be paid from the Liberty Pool account total 229.36 
      

3. The Insurance Fund has a balance of over $10,000.  It was suggested that this 
 fund be transferred into the General Fund along with any interest which is in the  
 Hookies Truck Fund, and the two accounts be closed.  Mr. Shaffer made the 
 motion to transfer the balances in both accounts and Mr. Carl seconded the 
 motion. Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
4.  Mr. Troxell made a motion to reappoint Hope Kopf to the Civil Service 

 Commission and reappointment of Margaret Weirick to the Shade Tree 
 Commission.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  

    
5.  Mr. Troxell made a motion to accept the Sunbury Community Hospital & 

 Outpatient Center's Random Testing Consortium 2003 renewal.  Mr. Shaffer 
 seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe presented gifts for the office staff from the Borough Council.  

  
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.     
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
January 2, 2003, 7:00 PM 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen 
Brosius, Atty. Robin Martin, Borough Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Mr. 
Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
A representative of the Daily Item was present.   
 
Public Comment 
No one from the public was in attendance. 
              
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius received information pertaining to signage.   
The Red Cross contacted the mayor about designating January “Blood Donor’s Month”.  More 
information will be forthcoming at the next council meeting. 
A report concerning grants and applications involving multiple communities was received from 
DCED.  
  
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher asked if the Street Crew was to pick up Christmas trees that were placed along 
the streets in plastic bags.  Council stated that trees are not to be bagged or to have tinsel. This 
information is on the Web site. 
The Christmas lights have been unplugged and the decorations have been removed from the 
parking meters.  
Mr. Fisher and Mr. Todd Snyder have passed the written part of the CDL test. 
Mr. Fisher asked if the street crew was to plow the unpaved driveway below Susquehanna Road.  
Council members did not feel that the borough owns the driveway because whenever the 
borough accepts a road, the developer is required to pave the road.  Atty. Martin advised that if 
the borough did not accept the driveway as a street, it is not the borough’s responsibility to 
maintain the driveway. Discussion ensued.  
Mr. Fisher stated that the street sweeper literature could not be found at the garage. 
Mrs. Groninger stated that later on, a report might be needed to show how much time the 
Borough Street Crew spends on the park, recreation/pool, Pineknotters Days and the ballfield, 
etc. This information would help answer the question of why the crew cannot get all their work 
done.  Discussion continued about this subject. The Borough Street Crew was commended for 
the job they did handling the last big snow.   
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Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the month of December 2002. 
Mr. Ruane’s report is on file in the Borough Office.   
Mr. Mike Schneider, a resident on Riverview Drive, has requested that the borough reimburse 
him for damage to his refrigerator that was incurred when the street crew posted a sign too close 
to an underground wire. The freezing and thawing caused interference with the flow of 
electricity.  Discussion ensued. Mr. Ruane is waiting for a bill from Peters Appliance to see how 
to handle this with the insurance company. 
 
Executive Session 
The council meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss a litigation 
issue.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:37 p.m. 
A draft agreement was received from the insurance company regarding the litigation issue 
concerning a former police officer, Edward Cope.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to accept the 
agreement as presented by the insurance company.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted 
aye; Mr. Shaffer voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   
Mr. Wolfe requested that the Mayor inform the Police Chief.   
Mr. Troxell stated that the council agrees to this settlement with regret.  
Mr. Wolfe added that part of the agreement is that the details be kept confidential.  Atty. Martin 
stated that any information that may become public may not come from anyone at the council 
table.  
 
Committee Reports 
    Streets – No report 
    Finance 
          Resolution A-2003 (2003 Schedule of Fees and Penalties) 

Mr. Wolfe presented the schedule of Fees and Penalties for 2003 to the council.  
He informed the council that the penalties are the same as the penalties for 2002.   
One penalty that had not been determined was a penalty for not complying with 
the sidewalk ordinance (Code Book Chapter 50-17).  Mr. Ditton suggested that 
the Borough contact someone to perform the work and the penalty should be to 
reimburse the Borough for the costs to comply with the sidewalk ordinance. Mr. 
Wolfe stated the fee would be the actual cost for installing the sidewalks and an 
administrative fee for costs incurred by the borough.  
Council also discussed the penalty for violating Code Book Chapter 59-26, 
putting rubbish, including grass clippings, in the street.  Mr. Wolfe explained that 
the borough has a fee for the street crew to perform clean up of private property.  
He suggested that the penalty for putting rubbish in the street could be to 
reimburse the borough for the time spent by the street crew, and the equipment 
used, to clean up the street, with a one hour minimum.  Atty. Martin added that 
the fine could be a minimum of one hour up to a maximum of the actual time 
required for the street crew to clean up the street. 
Greg Shaffer made the motion to adopt Resolution A-2003 including the penalties 
established for 50-17 and 59-26.  Greg Carl seconded the motion. Roll call vote to 
accept A-2003 with changes and additions as stipulated.  All ayes.  

      SUN Bank loan for Pineknotter Park – tabled until more information is received. 
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    Parks & Recreation – No report 
    Personnel 

Mr. Wolfe appointed Mr. Ditton as the Chairman of the Police Contract Negotiation 
Committee.  Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Wolfe will also serve as members of the committee.  
Mr. Ditton and Mr. Shaffer accepted the appointments. 

    Property 
 The snow guards have not yet been installed on the Second Street Building.  
 Brickhill Construction will be contacted for a date when they may be installed. 
    Public Safety 

 Mr. Shaffer stated that the Fire Police have requested that the council reappoint them 
to another term. Eight names were brought to the Council for reappointment. Mr. 
Shaffer moved to do so.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
The Fire Police are Jonathan Apple, Herbert Gottshall Jr., Herbert Gottshall, III, 
Thomas Croft, Robert Ciotti, Budd Reader, William Farone, and Gary McNeir. 

 Mr. Ditton asked if the blocks have been removed from Orange Street.  Mr. Ruane 
stated that some have been removed.  However, the construction crew does not have 
the equipment to move them.  They plan to move them when the equipment becomes 
available. 

 The “No parking” signs are no longer posted on the even numbered side of Sixth 
Street between Sheetz Avenue and Orange Street.  Mr. Troxell will ask the street 
crew to post signs. 

 Mr. Wolfe requested that the Property Committee obtain street signs for the 
intersections along Duke Street. 

 A dumpster is located on the property at the corner of Water and Queen Streets and 
has been there for some time. It was stated around the dumpster is garbage like an old 
mattress.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the code officer contact the property owner. 

 
Old Business 

1.  Resolution B-2003 (Adopts the Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan as recommended by the 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee) 
Mr. Wolfe suggested that the resolution be tabled until the next council meeting.   Council 
discussed the subject.  Mr. Ditton provided the council members with questions he has 
concerning the resolution.  He stated that the mitigation plan depicts two “unnamed” 
streams.  He would like the streams to be named.  Council agreed to review the plan for the 
next meeting. Discussion of the streams ensued. 

2. Newsletter articles are due on January 10th for the winter newsletter.  
3. Mr. Wolfe requested that Atty. Martin review the borough’s noise ordinance to determine 

what action the council should take to permit the Keystone Forge to begin work at 6:00 
a.m.  Atty. Martin has agreed to do so. 

4. Mr. Ditton asked the mayor if she has more information about a memo regarding a police 
grant that was distributed to the council several weeks ago.  She will have more 
information for the next meeting. 

5. Mr. Ditton asked if the police procedure manual has been revised.  Mr. Shaffer stated that 
Chief Redington is working on the manual. 

6. The Personnel Committee is meeting on January 7, 2002 with the Police Department to 
discuss changing shift hours.    

7. Mrs. Groninger stated that several other municipalities have increased their millage rates 
for the property tax for 2003.  She added that the dollar amount collected for one mill of tax 
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varies among municipalities, as does property assessment values.  An example given was 
that one mill of tax in the Borough is approximately $13,000.  In Selinsgrove, one mill of 
tax equals approximately $24,000.   

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 
    1.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of December 17, 2002.  Mr. Wolfe 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
2. Mr. Troxell made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  

Roll call vote – All ayes. 
3. Mrs. Groninger moved to reappoint the Borough personnel not under union contract.  They 

are Paul Ruane and Jim Tamecki, Code Enforcement Officers, Jane Sanders-Ressler and 
Mary Walden, part-time office clerks, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Sylvia Bucher, office 
cleaning person, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  The pay rates are to be at the 2003 budget rates.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

4. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to appoint Larson Design Group, Inc. as the Borough engineer 
for the 2003 calendar year.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, 
Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. 
Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

5. Mr. Ditton asked about the memo from Max Inkrote about the Storm Water project.  Mr. 
Inkrote will be contacted by the Borough Secretary for more information. 

6. Mr. Carl asked if the Kiwanis Club is still volunteering at the Recycling Center.  It is not 
known whether they have decided to continue to volunteer their services. 

7. The gates for the Recycling Center have been received; but the weather has been too cold 
for them to be installed. 

8. Mrs. Groninger mentioned a thank-you note that was received from Mr. Jack Hetrick, 
thanking the Borough workers and Mayor for the work done to put up the Christmas 
decorations. 

9. Mayor Brosius has received a letter from the State Association of Boroughs, offering to 
formally recognize the Borough on its 175th anniversary. 

  
Mr. Troxell moved to adjourn.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
January 21, 2003, 7:00 p.m. 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Gretchen Brosius, Mr. Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.   
The five (5) visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment  
No Public Comment was offered at this time. 
                                                                           

Mayor's Report 
 Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius read a Proclamation, declaring the Month of January as 

Blood Donor Month:  
 

“Whereas, in the American Red Cross Services, Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Region, there is a need for 100,000 units of blood per year for area patients, and there 
is a need for additional healthy, regular volunteer donors to join the ranks of those 
who already give of themselves so generously.   

Therefore, I, Gretchen Brosius, Mayor of Northumberland, hereby proclaim 
the month of January as “Volunteer Blood Donor Month” for Northumberland and 
urge all citizens to pay tribute to the humanitarian efforts of blood donors.  I urge 
citizens in good health to donate regularly.  I also urge all civic and service 
organizations and businesses, if they have not already done so, to form blood donor 
groups to provide blood for others.   

In Witness Thereof, I have here set my hand and seal to be affixed this 10th day 
of January 2003.” 

 
Mayor Brosius reminded everyone present that the Bloodmobile will be in 
Northumberland on Thursday, January 23, 2003.  

 
 The Downtown Revitalization Committee met. Plans are proceeding for the 

renovations in King Street Park. Mayor Brosius said they are moving ahead with the 
plans for a Memorial Garden, Fountain, and Community Bulletin Board. 
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The committee plans to meet on January 27, 2003 to discuss a “history” day in the 
Borough. 

 
 The Pineknotter Days Association met last Thursday.  More information will be 

forthcoming about a check presentation. 
 

 Mayor Brosius reported that Ford Motor Company will be replacing the gas tanks in 
the Crown Victorias. There will be no cost to the Borough. 

 
 On the 19th of January Mayor Brosius swore in the Fire Police. She thanked them for 

the services they perform. 
 

 The Kiwanis Club will hold a Spaghetti Dinner on February 22nd from 4:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Building to benefit the Second Street Community Center. 

 
Mayor Brosius’s report is on file in the Borough office. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that the Authority will be meeting on Monday night.  
She has nothing new to report at this time. 

 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher informed the Council that he will not be present at the next council meeting 
on February 3, 2003, because he will be on vacation.   

 
Mr. Fisher displayed a street sign that the street crew is suggesting be used.  Council 
discussed the signs.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Troxell stated that the Property and Street 
Committees will meet to arrive at a conclusion regarding the signs.  A meeting date will be 
determined. 
   
Recycling 
Mr. Phil Hallden, President of the Recycling Committee, explained that the volunteer groups 
at the Liberty Glass Recycling Center are the Lions Club, the Boy Scouts, AYSO, and the Ski 
Club.  AYSO and the Ski Club do not have enough volunteers and may not be able to 
continue as is.  Mr. Hallden stated that garbage is still being dumped at the center.  Mr. 
Hallden stated that the income to the center is down.  Mr. Hallden is suggesting that a gate be 
installed and the drop-off be eliminated.  He would also like to see newspapers eliminated 
from the pick-up.  Aluminum and cardboard are the only items that generate money at this 
time.   
 
Other problems at the center were discussed.  Mrs. Groninger said that people have been 
dropping off their Christmas trees at the Recycling Center.  Christmas tree pick-up was to end 
on January 15th.  It was also mentioned that residents in Point Township utilize the center and 
that Point Township should be approached for assistance in running the glass center.  
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to have the gate painted, rent a machine to drill the holes in the 
ground, and have the gate installed.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Council discussed 
the location of the gate.  Mr. Hallden stated that a new lock should be purchased and keys re-
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issued.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and 
Mrs. Groninger vote aye; Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   
 
Mr. Bowersox asked if the volunteers have a problem with the cardboard when it gets wet.  
Mr. Hallden responded that it does not matter if the cardboard is wet or not.   
 
Mr. Wolfe read from a letter from the Recycling Committee.  They are requesting that the 
police fine anyone who dumps garbage at the center.  Chief Redington stated that a sign 
should be posted to that effect. 
  
Mr. Hallden suggested changing the hours of operation.  The current hours are Monday and 
Wednesday evenings from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  
Discussion.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to change the recycling hours to Saturday from 
8:00 a.m. to noon and Wednesday evening from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The motion includes 
that the Borough will post a sign with the hours and a statement prohibiting drop-off at any 
time when the center is closed, subject to a fine.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer 
voted aye; Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he is not voting against anything that the Recycling Committee wants to 
do.  His vote is because no one in the borough is willing to volunteer, except for about 5% of 
the residents.  Mr. Wolfe feels that the borough is heading toward not having recycling 
because, in addition to people putting garbage out there, enough people don’t want to 
volunteer to help and the committee and council must appease them, once again.   
 
Mrs. Groninger recommended that a new lock be placed on the chain until the gate can be 
installed.   
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion that recycling collects three items only, aluminum, cardboard, 
and clean white glass, for curbside and drop-off.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. 
Troxell voted aye; Mr.Wolfe and Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 5-2.  If the items are 
not sorted, the items should not be picked up. 
 
Mr. Hallden stated that at one time, the recycling group was being paid for newspapers.  They 
currently are working on having an outlet for magazines.   
 
Council discussed whether or not recycling is mandatory in the borough.  According to the 
state, the borough is not mandated to recycle; however the borough has an ordinance that 
provides for mandatory recycling.  Mrs. Groninger stated that this ordinance has never been 
enforced.   
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to repeal the mandatory recycling ordinance.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion. Discussion ensued in reference to the motion. Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. 
Ditton voted no.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-1.   
 
Mayor Brosius asked if anyone has researched recycling in other towns.  Mr. Shaffer said that 
Union County recycles countywide.  Mr. Wolfe added that the Borough Secretary has 
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contacted other communities.  Mrs. Bowman stated that the borough has one of the last 
volunteer groups.  Most communities charge a fee for recycling and the work is done by the 
municipal employees.  Discussion ensued.  Council set the effective date as March 1st.  By 
that time, the gate is to be installed, and only the three approved items will be recycled. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 

 Mr. Paul Ruane reported that he conducted seven rental unit inspections last week.   
 Mr. Ruane spoke with the solicitor, Mr. Martin, about doing something with the 

Herlinger property.  Mr. Martin is going to check if there is a lien on the property.   
 Branchview Development is going to start Phase IV of the development.  The owner is 

reviewing the Stormwater Ordinance to try to comply with the ordinance.  Mr. Ruane 
has asked the solicitor if the borough may enforce the ordinance for developments that 
had been approved several years ago.   

 The gas company plans to install a new line on Orange Street, from 7th Street to 
Priestley Avenue. Discussion ensued in reference to paving. 

 Mr. Ruane presented the plans for subdivision by Douglas and Brenda Shumaker.  Mr. 
Shaffer made a motion to accept the subdivision plan.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 Mr. Ruane presented the plans for a subdivision by Verizon on Front Street.  The 
council had questions about what is underground between the Verizon building and 
Mr. Carl’s house.  Another question arose about access to the rear of the Carl home in 
case of a fire.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the vote on the Verizon Plans until all questions are 
answered.  

 Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Ruane if the dumpster is still situated on the property at the 
corner of Queen and Water Streets.  The dumpster is being used for the tenants’ 
garbage.  This property has no back yard, so the dumpster is situated in the front yard.  
It was suggested that the tenants could have separate garbage cans.  Council discussed 
how the dumpster was being emptied and if a truck had to drive over the sidewalk.  
The dumpster may be on wheels.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion that the property 
owner is to remove the dumpster from the front yard.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote: Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl vote aye; Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Ditton voted no.  The motion carried 4-3. 

 
Executive Session 
An Executive Session was held at 8:15 p.m.  The council meeting was reconvened at 8:30 
p.m.  A personnel issue was discussed. 
  

Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Mr. Troxell asked who would be able to provide help with the piggyback program in 
purchasing a new truck.  The 1996 truck is in the garage.  Mr. Bowersox stated that 
the Borough could buy the truck under the state contract, at the state rate.  Mr. 
Redington stated that the Borough would need to contact an authorized dealer.  Ford 
Motor Company currently has the state contract. 

    Finance 
          SUN Bank loan for Pineknotter Park 
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Mr. Wolfe stated that the council needs to see the amortization tables for the 
current loan and the proposed loan as refinanced.  The issue was tabled until 
more information is available. 

          PennVest loan 
The payments will begin on February 1st.  The amount of the monthly 
repayment is currently $5,316.50.   

    Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl informed the council that the Liberty Splashland website is up and running.  
He invited everyone to visit the site at www.Libertysplashland.com. 
Mrs. Groninger commended Mr. Carl for the amount of time and effort he has put into 
the pool project.   

    Personnel 
The Personnel Committee met with the police.  The police are exploring the 
possibility of 10-hour shifts.  No agreement has yet been reached.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated that she felt it was a good meeting.  Others agreed. 

    Property 
Snow Guards at the Second Street building 
The Brickhill Construction Company has received the snow guards.  The contractor 
has learned that the manufacturer recommends that since the snow guards are double 
sided with adhesive, the temperature must be warm for several weeks before the 
guards are installed.  Otherwise, it would be necessary to drill holes in the roof to 
install the snow guards and the contractor does not recommend this method.  Mrs. 
Groninger requested that the contractor be contacted as soon as the weather permits to 
have the guards installed.  

  
Second Street Community Center 
Mr. Redington met with Gary Wolfe, the architect, yesterday afternoon.  The 
committee met last evening.  A copy of the preliminary plans will be in the Borough 
office for council to peruse.  Mr. Redington suggested that the council members 
determine how they would like the building to be utilized.  Mr. Wolfe gave a copy of 
the plans that he had developed several years ago for the school district to the 
committee.  Mr. Carl commented that he would like to see more open space for a 
playground area.  Mr. Bowersox asked about the heating.  Mr. Redington replied that 
Mr. Wolfe has suggested that the building have separate heating units.  Mr. Wolfe has 
suggested that the Borough buy large heating units which will run more efficiently.  
The committee is meeting with the architect on the first Monday in February.  Mr. 
Bryan Wolfe suggested that the council members put suggestions in writing for the 
February 3rd meeting.  Council discussed the fact that a council meeting is also 
scheduled for February 3rd.  Funding sources for the renovation were discussed.  No 
more information from the state has been forthcoming regarding the money that had 
been approved for renovations.  A capital campaign is in the works.  Mr. Redington 
stated that the committee felt that it would be prudent to ask representatives from 
Point Township for assistance with the project.  The committee would stand as is and 
report back to the council.  The council approved his request. 
 

    Public Safety 
The EMA has requested a meeting.  Mr. Shaffer will contact the EMA to schedule the 
meeting.   
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Old Business 
1. Resolution 2003-B (Adopts the Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan as recommended by the 

Flood Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee) 
  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt Resolution 2003-B.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 

motion.  Council discussed who would be responsible for the obligations outlined in 
the plan.  Mr. Shaffer suggested that the council notify the 43 residents who live in the 
flood plain, ask for six volunteers to serve on the committee, before the council votes 
to adopt the resolution.  Mr. Wolfe removed his motion from the table.  Mr. Shaffer 
moved to notify the 43 residents who live in the flood plain, and ask them for six 
volunteers to serve on the Flood Hazard Mitigation Committee.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted no. The motion 
carried 6-1. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe stated that the newsletters should be out next week. 
 
3. Mr. Ditton asked if Max Inkrote was contacted about the letter he sent to the Borough 

stating that the storm water project issues had been resolved.  Mr. Ditton asked for an 
explanation of what “resolved” meant, because some of the issues have not been fixed.  

 
4. Mr. Ditton stated that the blocks on Orange Street have not yet been moved.  Mr. 

Ruane had visited the site and requested that the blocks be moved.  He explained that 
he has been busy with rental inspections and has been attending classes in Harrisburg.  
He has not had time to get back up to Orange Street.  Mr. Wolfe asked if Jim Tamecki 
has been working part-time.  Mr. Ruane stated that he is teaching school, but will be 
working for the borough this summer, when the code office will be busy with the 
sidewalk project.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if necessary, additional part-time help should 
be hired. 

 
5. Mrs. Groninger asked if the borough has heard from the insurance carrier regarding 

the police incident in Point Township.  The insurance carrier had informed the 
borough that we do not have coverage for out-of-town incidents.  It was explained that 
the borough has a policy from a separate company for the police.  Council also 
discussed the Fire Police and their attendance at activities in Sunbury.  Mr. Redington 
stated that the Fire Police are paid for attending these activities.  Mrs. Groninger 
requested that the insurance company be contacted for confirmation that the borough’s 
insurance does cover borough employees and volunteers, such as the Fire Police and 
Firemen, for incidents that occur out of the borough. 

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 
      1.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the minutes for January 2, 2002.  Mr. Troxell 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the bills.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll 

call vote – All ayes.  The motion carried 7-0.  General Fund bills total $12,765.69 and 
Liberty Pool bills total $177.23. 
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3. Permission was requested to transfer $20,000 from the Liquid Fuels Account to the 
General Fund as reimbursement for part of the E. J. Breneman bill (cold-in-place 
recycling on Priestley Ave.)  Mr. Wolfe explained that the difference between the 
amount of street tax collected in 2002 and the amount of the bill for the cold-in-place 
recycling was over $20,000.  The Liquid Fuels fund has been reimbursed through the 
Penn Vest loan for money spent on the storm water study.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion 
to transfer the $20,000; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
4. The No. 1 Fire Company has requested to have the $5,000 Truck Fund transferred to 

their account.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to transfer the funds; Mr. Troxell seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, all ayes; Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Bowersox voted no. The motion 
carried with a 5-2 vote.  

 
5. The Selinsgrove Borough offered $17,500 to the Borough for the purchase of the 

snowblower.  Mr. Shaffer moved to negotiate at a price of $18,750.  Mr. Wolfe          
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer withdrew his motion and moved that 
the Borough accept the $17,500 for the snowblower with the money to be used, short-
term to pay bills, and long-term, toward a truck for the Street Department; Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Discussion. Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Carl voted aye.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, voted no.  
Motion passed 4-3. 

 
6. An Act 14 Notice Letter has been received from the Pennsylvania American Water 

Company regarding Orange Street Water Line Replacements, at Water and Orange 
and Front and Orange. Mr. Ditton made a motion to accept the Act 14 notification and 
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion. Roll call vote - All ayes.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
7. Mike Schneider has contacted the Code Officer concerning an electrical failure and 

resulting damages at his residence on Riverview Drive.  Peters Appliance has provided 
information about the cost to replace the appliance.  Pfeiffer-Naginey has been given 
the information.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the issue until the insurance company responds. 

 
8. Mr. Douglas Shumaker has requested, in writing, that the borough vacate an unopened 

portion of Susquehanna Street and return the land to the adjacent property owners.  
Council discussed the fact that they do not wish to abandon or give away any borough 
right-of-ways.  No motion was offered.  Mr. Shumaker will be informed of the 
council’s policy not to abandon borough property. 

 
9. Correspondence from Gary Shirk regarding the trees in the downtown area will be 

referred to the Shade Tree Commission. 
 

10. Mr. Wolfe stated that the next borough council meeting will be on Monday, February 
3, 2003.  The Second Street School plan and the Noise ordinance will be discussed.  
The council will also ask the solicitor to draft legislation to amend the recycling 
ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he will be absent from the February 18th meeting 
because he will be on vacation.   
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11. Mrs. Groninger announced that the Property Committee will meet on January 28th at 

6:30 p.m.   
 

12. Mr. Troxell scheduled the Street Committee meeting for Tuesday, February 4th at 7:00 
p.m.   

 
13. Mr. Carl requested permission to apply to two funds for money for the pool.  Council 

approved his request. 
 

14. Mr. Bowersox stated that the work being done by a utility company behind the Moyer 
property on Fifth Street is creating a water problem on his carport.  Mr. Troxell stated 
that the water company is working being the property and is not finished.  Mr. Moyer 
should contact the water company with his complaints. 

 
15. Mayor Brosius asked if responses are provided to those individuals who contact the 

borough with concerns.  One example offered was if Mr. Shirk would be informed that 
his letter would be referred to the Shade Tree Commission.  Council expects that 
replies will be sent by the Borough Secretary.   

 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 9:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
Monday, February 3, 2003 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Bryan M. Wolfe, Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles 
“Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger and Don Troxell.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen 
H. Brosius, Robin Martin, Solicitor, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Lawrence 
Redington, Chief of Police, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. Councilmen Greg 
Shaffer and Don Troxell were absent. 
 
The 11 visitors introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

 Ms. Karen Nogle, Co-chairman of the Revitalization Committee announced that 
the History subcommittee has set May 10, 2003 as History Day in the Borough.  
Activities are being planned for the King Street Park and other settings in the 
Borough.  The History Committee will meet tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Kiwanis Building.  Ms. Nogle asked if the Borough is covered for liability 
insurance for this event.  Atty. Martin advised that the insurance carrier be 
notified, by letter, to ensure that the event is covered.   

 
Ms. Nogle requested that all Borough parks be reserved for May 10, 2003, for the 
activities, until the committee has developed the plans further.  She also requested 
use of the Second Street School in case of inclement weather.   

 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to reserve the parks and the Second Street School 
for May 10th.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
Plans are underway for the refurbishment of the southern end of the park.   

 
The Revitalization Committee has a scheduled meeting for February 10, 2003 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Borough Building. 

 
 Mrs. Ruth Ford informed the council that plans are being made to build a ramp in 

front of the Priestley Chapel.  She stated that the work would be started this 
spring.  Mr. Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, stated that a building permit 
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would be required.  He added that the accessibility code might supersede the 
Historical Code and they must meet the handicap rules and regulations.  Mrs. 
Ford does not think that the building is on the National Registry.  She stated a 
Chapel group runs the Church. 
Atty. Martin advised that the group should submit an application for a permit.  At 
that time, the Borough will review it to determine if it meets all codes.   

              
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius met with the Fire Board.  They are requesting monthly Public 
Safety meetings.  Mayor Brosius has referred the request to Mr. Shaffer.  
 
Sgt. Kriner has submitted a resignation letter for the police dog.  Mayor Brosius stated 
the dog has served the Borough well for 13 years. He was retired as of January 24, 2003. 
She also stated her appreciation to Sgt. Kriner for caring for the dog. 
 
Mrs. Brosius will be attending a meeting of the Pineknotter Days Committee on February 
20th.  At this time the committee will be presenting a check for the 2nd Street School 
Project. 
 
The Kiwanis Club is planning a Spaghetti Dinner to raise funds for the Second Street 
School.  The dinner is scheduled for February 22, 2003 at the Kiwanis Building. 
The Kiwanis Club has invited the Second Street School Committee and council 
representatives to their meeting on February 20, 2003 to present a check for the capital 
campaign for the Second Street School. 
 
Mr. Wolfe has discussed the monthly Public Safety Committee meetings with Mr. 
Shaffer and Mr. Carl.  They are in agreement to hold the meetings, providing an agenda 
is prepared in advance.   
 
Mr. Bowersox asked if two parking meters had been damaged by Borough equipment.  
Mr. Wolfe suggested that the Council might want to look into removing the meters if 
other funding can be obtained to replace the money generated by the parking meters. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the Sewer Authority is planning to re-bid the sewer work.  
They are currently televising the Orange Street sewer line. Council discussed the streets 
that are to be paved in 2003.  The Street Committee will meet tomorrow evening at 7:00 
p.m.  Discussion continued in reference to Orange Street. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Don Keeley stated that a water main broke at the Recycling Center last Friday 
evening.  The water company would like to replace the 8 inch line with a 5/8 inch line.  
Mr. Bowersox stated that several years ago it was suggested that a small line replace the 
larger line and he thought it had been done at that time. 
 
Mrs. Groninger thanked the crew for putting up the numbered street signs on Duke Street 
and for placing signs at the Recycling Center.  
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Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, reported on his activity for the month of 
January.  A copy of his report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Mr. Ruane presented the Verizon plan for the Council’s review.  The company has plans 
to install a ladder on the side of the building, as per the zoning variance.   
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to approve the Verizon plan.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Bowersox asked about the size of a street cut on Third Street.  Mr. Ruane explained 
that the application was for a 3 x 5 foot cut.  However, the company broke an unmarked 
borough pipe and needed to make a larger cut.  They replaced the pipe at no charge, so no 
additional permit fee was requested. 
 
Mr. Ruane stated that the council should revise the ordinance that refers to the latest 
BOCA code.  BOCA has now become the International Code.   
 
The American Water Company has requested that the Borough designate locations for 
fire hydrants on Madison and Truman Streets.  Mr. Ruane will respond to their request. 
 
Mr. Ruane asked about the sidewalk ordinance.  If property owners do not install 
sidewalks by October 31st, the council has determined that the borough will have a 
contractor install the sidewalks and charge the property owner, placing a lien on the 
property if payment is not made. 
 
Mr. Ruane asked if any liens are on the Herlinger property.  Atty. Martin stated that there 
are no liens on the property at this time.  The property owner is in a nursing home.  
Discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Roll has spoken with Mr. Ruane about the Branchview Development.  He is 
reviewing the borough’s stormwater ordinance and will contact the borough’s engineers.  
 
Mr. Ruane has obtained a copy of an ordinance from Bloomsburg that regulates BYOB 
establishments.  He is recommending that the council review this ordinance. 
 
Mr. Wolfe recommended that the Council review this ordinance, the recycling ordinance, 
the noise ordinance, and an ordinance to revise the name of the BOCA code to the 
International Building Code.   
 
Mr. Carl moved to develop an ordinance to revise the name of the BOCA code to the 
International Building Code.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Motion passed 5-0.  Atty. Martin will revise the ordinance. 
     
Executive Session 
An Executive Session was held at 7:50 p.m. for personnel and legal issues. 
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The council meeting was reconvened at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Streets - No Report 
  
    Finance 

1. Mr. Wolfe stated that the Borough may obtain a $25,000 short-term  
Loan from the SUN Bank at 2.25%. 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to obtain the short-term loan with the 
condition that the loan is repaid as quickly as possible.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger amended her motion to state that this 
loan, if needed, be repaid by June 30th.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – all ayes. Motion passed 5-0. 
 

            2.   SUN Bank loan for Pineknotter Park 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to refinance the Pineknotter Park loan with 
SUN Bank at an interest rate of 3.79% and to pay the fees associated with the 
refinancing up front.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and 
Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 3-2.   

     
     Parks & Recreation 

Mr. Carl introduced representatives from Coca Cola who had prepared a proposal 
for the Liberty Pool.  The company is proposing several contract options.  Mr. 
Carl stated that the borough is not prepared to make a decision on the contract at 
this time because another company is planning to submit a proposal. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Committee is planning a contest in the elementary and 
middle schools to raise funds for Liberty Splashland. 
 
Tim and Michelle Fink have tendered their resignations from the committee.  Mr. 
Carl made a motion to accept their resignations with regret.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl and Mr. Ditton voted 
Aye. Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 4-1. 
 
The Liberty Splashland website is up and running. The web page can be reached 
at www.libertysplashland.com.  Pool activities and events will be listed on the 
website. 
 

    Personnel 
The Personnel Committee will meet on February 11, 2003 at 6:00 p.m.  The 
meeting will be advertised as a closed meeting. 
 

    Property 
Mrs. Groninger reported that the street crew has installed the numbered street 
signs along Duke Street.  The sign at Third Street is not completed. 
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Mrs. Groninger stated that the gate has not yet been installed at the glass center.   
 
A “No Parking” sign has been erected on Sixth Street. 
 
Mrs. Groninger reminded the council that in 2001 the Property Committee 
recommended that the playground space at the Second Street School remain as 
open space. 
 
Snow guards have not yet been installed at the Second Street School building. 

     
Public Safety 
     
    Old Business 

1. Second Street School 
Mr. Redington reported that the committee is meeting tomorrow evening with the 
architect, Gary Wolfe.  He asked if the council has any suggestions pertaining to 
the preliminary drawings.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he will support the plans that the 
committee approves.  Mr. Ditton stated that he is not in favor of installing parking 
spaces on the open space area.  Mrs. Groninger added that parking is not a problem 
in this neighborhood and she is not in favor of a parking lot on the playground.  
Mayor Brosius stated that the Recreation Committee is also not in favor of a 
parking lot in this space.  Mr. Carl said that the Recreation Committee is making a 
recommendation that the parking be moved to a different location than that 
designated on the preliminary drawing, if it is necessary to have parking on the lot.  
Mr. Redington stated that a compromise has been suggested preserving the open 
space, with the thought in mind that if an event is planned that requires a lot of 
parking space, the area be constructed so that cars can be parked in the paved area.  
This would not be an everyday occurrence, but would be available if necessary.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that at the first March council meeting, the council would decide 
on the final plans for the Second Street building.  Mrs. Groninger questioned the 
section that is on the design plans for the Police Department uses.  She stated that 
in order to access that part of the building, it would necessitate using another door 
besides the most convenient door to the street.  Mr. Ditton stated that he felt that 
the “public area” of the building should be opened before the Police Department 
area.   
 

2. Pineknotter Park Ball Field 
a. Mr. Redington stated that the Ball Field group would like permission to file 

a grant application to a local foundation for funding for the field. 
 
b. Mr. Carl stated that the group would like permission to apply to the 

Anselmo Fund for the difference between the budgeted amount that has 
been approved by council toward the cost of the lawn mower and the actual 
cost of the lawn mower, dirt for the infield, a weed whacker, and to re-erect 
the fence.  Mr. Carl made a motion to grant permission for the group to 
apply for funding from the Anselmo Trust.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
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motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger voted 
aye; Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion carried 3-2. 
 

c. Mr. Redington requested permission for the group to apply to another 
private donation source for additional funding.  The Degenstein Foundation 
would be approached to match other funds for the entire project.  Mr. Carl 
made a motion to grant permission for the group to apply to the Degenstein 
Foundation for funding.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that any requests of the borough crew for assistance 
at the park are to be submitted in writing to the borough office.  She asked 
if the crew is aware that they may be needed at the park in the spring.  Mr. 
Redington stated that he intends to give the crew as much advance notice as 
possible.  Mr. Redington stated that he plans to make inquiries to the 
foundation as to what type of request they would be receptive to.  Mr. Carl 
asked if the $25,000 would finish the field.  He added that he would like to 
see the field finished and available for use this year.   Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 
d. Mr. Bowersox posed questions regarding the excavation and the pilings.  

He was told that the engineer’s plans are available for his review in the 
Borough Office. 

 
3. Recycling 

Mr. Wolfe explained that he spoke with Bruce Brady, the Recycling Coordinator 
for Union County.  Mr. Brady will be at the March 4th council meeting to explain 
the procedure used in Union County.  Landfills are willing to come to 
municipalities to collect recyclables, including plastic.  In Union County, the 
landfill takes all the recyclables except for the aluminum.  The aluminum is 
collected and sold by the volunteers.  Volunteers assist at the collection locations.  
Additionally, the community donates money to the volunteers.  Mr. Carl stated that 
this method reduces the need for a volunteer organization to run the recycling 
program. 
 

4. Flood Mitigation  
The council tabled the vote on the Flood Mitigation Resolution until responses are 
received from the residents who were sent letters requesting volunteers to serve on 
the committee. 
 

New Business 
1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. The bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $9,672.43 and the bills to be paid with Liquid Fuel funds total $949.35. 

 
2. Debra Herman has requested a handicapped parking space at 359 Third Street. 

Mr. Bowersox made a motion to approve a handicapped parking space at 359 Third 
Street.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. 
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Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted 
no. Motion did not pass 1-4. 
 

3. Council reviewed the draft of the Noise Ordinance.  Atty. Martin stated that the 
times prohibiting noise need to be inserted in the document.  The times would be 
from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  

 
Mr. Carl moved to accept the first draft.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.    
Discussion. Roll Call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton 
voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 4-1.   
 
The second reading of this ordinance will be at the February 18th council meeting. 

 
4. Mr. Shuman of the Shade Tree Commission has contacted the District Forester 

about the complaints received regarding the fruit on the trees in the downtown area.  
He plans to come in the spring to look at the shade trees and offer 
recommendations. 

 
5. Mr. Bowersox pointed out that he has noticed several broken or loose parking 

meters downtown.   
 

6. Mayor Brosius stated that to keep people from leaving before the end of the 
Executive Session it may be better to conduct the Executive Session at the end of 
the meeting, or let the people speak at the beginning of the meeting on the issues 
that are on the agenda.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the Executive Sessions are held 
early in the meeting because several years ago, a council will hold Executive 
Sessions at the end of the meeting, reconvene the meeting, and vote on a “hot” 
topic after the public has left the meeting.  This council has been conducting 
Executive Sessions early in the meeting, so any topic to be voted on is done before 
residents leave the meeting. 

   
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.   
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
Tuesday, February 18, 2003 

 

Vice President Charles “Bud” Ditton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation.  
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Shaffer, Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, 
and Judith Groninger.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Atty. Robin Martin, 
Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, and Jan 
Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council President Bryan Wolfe and Councilman Don Troxell 
were absent.  (Note:  Mr. Wolfe was on vacation.  Mr. Troxell arrived as the meeting ended.  He 
had been called out on a business emergency.) 
 
The three visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
              
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius thanked the Borough Crew for their work during the snow storm.  
The crew will be working downtown tomorrow to remove snow from the metered streets. The 
council and Second Street School committees are invited to the Kiwanis building on February 
20th for a presentation of a check for the Second Street School campaign from the Pineknotter 
Days Committee.  The Kiwanis Club is sponsoring a Spaghetti Supper on February 22nd to 
benefit the campaign, also. 
 
The History group is meeting at the Kiwanis building tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m.  The plans 
for a History Day on May 10, 2003 are progressing. 
 
Mayor Brosius’s report is on file in the Borough office. 
 
Mr. Bowersox asked what the cost of the additional equipment would be to clear the downtown 
area tomorrow.  The cost is not available at this time.  
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Fisher announced that he and Todd Snyder have both obtained their CDL’s as required for 
borough crew workers.   
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Several members of the crew were to attend a seminar tomorrow.  Due to the inclement weather, 
the seminar has been rescheduled for next week.   
 
The crew will be working in the downtown area tomorrow to clear the streets.  Council discussed 
locations were snow might be taken.  No one is permitted to haul snow to Pineknotter Park. 
   
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane was not present because he is out of town.  
 
Mr. Carl stated concern about a house on Water Street.  The wall is bowed out.  Mr. Ruane will 
be informed about this concern.  
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

 Mr. Fisher stated that the 1996 truck is in the garage to have the transmission rebuilt.   
 A truck and worker from the Sewer Authority helped to remove the snow.  The borough 

had two trucks in operation.  Council members commented on the good job that the crew 
has done.  Mr. Fisher and Mr. Todd Snyder stated that several borough residents helped 
to clear snow from the streets and they expressed their appreciation for the help. 

 The street committee met on February 4th.  A written report is on file in the borough 
office. 

 Mrs. Groninger said that the committee report states that she asked to have Fifth Street 
patched from Queen Street to King Street.  She requested that the report be clarified to 
include the fact that the committee had originally suggested paving Fifth Street from 
Queen Street to Hanover Street.  However, Mrs. Groninger suggested patching the street 
between Queen and King Streets rather than paving.  The committee decided to patch that 
block and pave Fifth Street from King Street to Hanover Street.  The committee report on 
file in the borough office has been revised. 
 

    Finance 
 No report. 
 
    Parks & Recreation 

 The committee meeting for this Thursday is being rescheduled for next Thursday, 
February 27th.   

 Volunteers are being sought for the two openings that exist on the committee. 
 The floor at the Second Street building has been removed. 

 
    Personnel 

 Chief Redington informed the council that Officer Fisher has resigned her full-time 
position with the borough.  Officer Fisher would like to remain on the police roster as a 
part-time employee.  The hourly rate for part-time officers is $8.25.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept Officer Fisher’s resignation as a full-time officer 
and change her status to a part-time position.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote - all ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 The police and teamster contracts are both to be renegotiated this year.   
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    Property 
Mr. Ditton asked if the Second Street School should be roped off since the snow guards 
have not yet been installed.  Chief Redington stated that the area would be barricaded off. 

    
    Public Safety 

 Mr. Shaffer announced that the Public Safety Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. on March 
5th in the Borough Building.  The meeting will be advertised and is open to the public.  

 Herb Gottshall, Emergency Management Coordinator, has provided the council with an 
updated Emergency Operations Plan.  Since September 11th, only a portion of the 
Emergency Operations Plan is to be available to the public.  Atty. Martin explained that 
corrective legislation to the Sunshine Law is to be passed since the entire plan is not 
available to the public.   

 Mrs. Groninger has received a telephone call from a borough resident who is interested in 
obtaining a handicapped parking space.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that a questionnaire be 
established to determine criteria for issuing the handicapped parking space. Discussion 
followed about the handicapped parking issue.  
 

Old Business 
1.     Second Street School 

Mr. Redington reported that the meeting planned for last evening was cancelled due to the 
weather.  

 
The Spaghetti Supper is scheduled for Saturday from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis 
building.  The Kiwanis Club is sponsoring the event to raise funds for the Second Street 
School campaign.   

 
2.     Pineknotter Park Ball Field 
 Mr. Redington reported that the Army Corps of Engineers will not be available to help 

with the lighting project because they have been deployed overseas.  Mr. Redington has 
contacted PPL.  They are reviewing the work and may assist on a voluntary basis.   

 
3.     Flood Mitigation 
 Mr. Ditton moved to adopt the Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan, Resolution B-2003. 
      Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued. Roll call vote - all ayes. The 

motion carried 5-0. 
                    
      Information is being sought about how to name the unnamed streams in Northumberland. 
         
4.   Second reading of Ordinance 2003-1 (amends the Noise Ordinance) 

Atty. Martin explained that the amendment to the Noise Ordinance allows for the use of 
equipment from 6:00 am to 10:00 pm. Any other time would require the issuance of a 
special permit.  Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2003-1.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  The motion passed 5-0. 
                

New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt the minutes of the January 21, 2003.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - all ayes.  The motion carried 5-0. 
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2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt the minutes of the February 3, 2003 council meeting.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger noted that the borough 
has received a letter from Pfeiffer-Naginey Insurance Co., informing the borough that 
volunteers are covered by the borough’s liability insurance when working at borough-
sanctioned activities.  The letter stipulates that a written list of volunteers should be 
prepared for each event.  Mr. Shaffer recommended that volunteers “sign in” at the 
beginning of the day for every borough sponsored event, such as History Day.  Roll call 
vote to adopt the minutes of February 3, 2003 - all ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 

- all ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $12,469.91 
and bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool account total $7.57. 

 
4. Mr. Bowersox suggested that the council thank the borough residents for helping one 

another during the snowstorm.  He added that he was grateful for his neighbors’ 
assistance.  Others agreed that the assistance provided by residents to their neighbors 
during the snow storm is greatly appreciated. 

 
5. Mayor Brosius, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Redington are planning to attend the check 

presentation for the Second Street School building from the Pineknotter Days Association 
on Thursday at the Kiwanis Building. 

 
6. Mr. Carl requested that the costs of the recycling program be provided to the council 

before the next meeting.  All costs, including an approximate employee expense for the 
monthly curbside pickup, are to be included.  It was announced that a recycling center in 
Montandon, near the railroad tracks, will accept recycling materials from borough 
residents.  They accept all items except for magazines.  Recycling will be a topic on the 
agenda for the March 4, 2003 council meeting. 

 
7. Mr. Ditton stated that the borough is not required to apply for the general NPDES permit 

as suggested in a correspondence from the Northumberland County Planning 
Commission.  Representatives from the County Planning Commission and the State DEP 
have been contacted and have stated that the Borough is not one of the communities that 
must complete this permit.  A written letter from the Northumberland County Planning 
Commission stating that the borough need not comply is to be forthcoming. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:07 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
Tuesday, March 4, 2003, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 

Point Township Supervisors Randy Yoxheimer, Monte Peters, Joe Stender, and Jim Neitz were 
present at this meeting, as well as fifteen additional visitors.  
Roll Call 
Council members in attendance were Bryan M. Wolfe, Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles 
“Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, and Greg Shaffer.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen H. 
Brosius, Robin Martin, Solicitor, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Nate Fisher, Street 
Supervisor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
Councilmen Don Troxell was absent because he was on vacation. 
 
Public Comment 
Teresa Houtz, a resident of Duke Street, asked what parking would be available to her since the 
owner of Gooseberry’s plans to build an addition on the building and she will have no off-street 
parking at her residence.  She added that several years ago Duke Street residents had petitioned 
the council for a location to park since the parking on Duke Street was being eliminated.  Mr. 
Bowersox explained that the state had requested that the parking be eliminated on Duke Street.  
Mr. Eugene Brosius stated that at that time, the borough had agreed to provide shale to people 
who had ground for off-street parking.  No one recalled the council agreeing to provide a 
location for off-street parking.  An office employee had researched the minutes and could find no 
mention of any council voting on this issue.  Mr. Wolfe offered that the borough office 
employees would try to find alternative space.  Ms. Houtz thought that the borough had provided 
off-street parking for the residents at Fourth and Duke Streets at CVS.  It was explained that 
CVS permits residents to park on their property.  Mr. Ruane added that from Third to Seventh 
Streets, residents have a private alley behind their homes and park there. 
  
Larson Design Group, Inc.  
 Mr. Max Inkrote stated that HRI, Inc. has agreed to return in the spring to make repairs to the 
storm water project.  He explained that the work to be reviewed include the joints and areas of 
ponding. This will be when the weather breaks.  Mr. Inkrote will contact the borough office 
when a date is scheduled.  The sidewalk that had been broken at the Sassaman property on Fifth 
Street will also be examined at that time. 
 
Larson Design Group, Inc. has reorganized.  They now have three major divisions.  Mr. Inkrote 
explained that the Civil Group is responsible to the municipalities, land development, etc.  Each 
client has been assigned a Client Manager.  Mr. Inkrote introduced Andy Keister, the borough’s 
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new Client Manager, to the council.  Mr. Keister has a special engineer’s license and a special 
surveyor’s license.  Mr. Keister supplied business cards to the council.   
 
Mr. Inkrote stated that he will continue to be involved with the Storm Water Project until its 
completion.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. Keister would now be dealing with Pineknotter Park.  She pointed 
out that an error was made in the addition of a change order for the lights at the park.  Mr. 
Keister replied that he would be involved with any new issues that may arise regarding the park. 
 
Mr. Inkrote added that Mr. Keister is also familiar with the DEP regulations, such as the new 
MS4’s (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems).  Mr. Ditton replied that the borough is not 
required to obtain a permit, per this regulation, and is anticipating correspondence from the 
county concerning this fact.    
   
Recycling 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the council had voted two meetings ago to eliminate collecting all 
recyclables except for aluminum, clear glass, and corrugated cardboard, effective March 1.  
Since that meeting, he has talked with many people and has invited Mr. Bruce Brady, the 
Recycling Coordinator in Union County, to describe how Union County handles their recycling.   
Mr. Wolfe added that this may be an alternative for the borough.  Although recycling in the 
borough is believed to be handled through “volunteer efforts”, the borough had expenses of over 
$17,000 relating to recycling in 2002.  Mr. Wolfe recognized that several of the dedicated 
volunteers were present at this meeting and invited their comments as well. 
 
Mr. Brady explained that Union County had two employees who handled the recycling.  They 
sorted and collected recycling throughout Union County. The county would then sell the material 
to the Lycoming Landfill.   
 
Mr. Brady obtained a state 902 grant to set up permanent drop-off sites in the municipalities 
throughout Union County. By doing this, and using volunteer labor, the county was able to trim 
about $40,000 off of their annual budget.  With the 902 grant, the county purchased roll-offs. 
Lycoming County would take the roll-offs, at their cost, for the recycling materials, except for 
aluminum.  Mr. Brady explained the type of containers they use to collect and sort the recycling 
material.  Aluminum is collected by the volunteers, who sell the aluminum for profit.  Mr. Brady 
distributed brochures about their recycling program and the sites. Mr. Greg Shaffer explained 
that the equipment at Northumberland’s present “recycling site” had been bought with grant 
money.  He asked if a new recycling program was set up, would the money already invested in 
the equipment have to be “paid back.”  Mr. Brady explained that he had turned the county-owned 
equipment they had over to the municipalities for them to use.  A new grant then could be 
applied for without “payback”.  Mr. Brady noted they have not had to site anyone for dropping 
off materials that could not be recycled.  Mr. Carl asked how the community was instructed 
about what could be dropped off.  Mr. Brady explained that volunteers were at the sites to 
instruct people what they could or could not take and brochures were printed to give the same 
information.           
 
Mr. Tom Wandishin stated that the volunteers have operated the Liberty Glass Center two times 
a week and the number of volunteer groups has decreased to two.  Discussion ensued.   
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Mr. Brady invited the council to visit the sites in Union County.   
 
Mr. Bill Gross stated that Danley’s has found tiles in the dumpster at the recycling center.   
   
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to eliminate curbside recycling, effective April 30th.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl and Mrs. Groninger 
voted yes; Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe voted no. The vote was tied 3-3.  Mayor 
Brosius voted yes; thus the motion carried 4-3.  
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius announced that the Pineknotter Days Association has donated $10,000 to the 
Second Street Community Center Capital Campaign.  The mayor and several borough 
representatives accepted the donation on February 20th.  The money is designated for roof 
repairs or heating. 
 
At the February 25th Fire Board Meeting, someone asked if a private citizen may be on the 
negotiation team for the police contract.   
 
There is a circus coming on March 8th to the Second Street auditorium. 
 
The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs has offered to commemorate the borough’s 
175th anniversary of incorporation.  It was suggested that the presentation be made on History 
Day, May 10th.   
 
Mayor Brosius requested that borough elected officials and employees have a picture taken 
professionally in front of the borough building. Mr. Wolfe suggested the picture be scheduled to 
be taken before second meeting in April. 
 
All petitions for the May election must be filed by March 11th.  
 
Two groups of third grader from the Priestley School will be touring the borough building on 
March 24th and March 26th at 12:15 pm.  Council members were invited to be present. 
 
Mayor Brosius reported the police are having car trouble.  She and Chief Redington will be 
meeting at the borough office on March 15, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Brosius’s report is on file in the borough office. 
  
Public Works Department Report 
Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, announced that the 1996 truck has been repaired and is back in 
service.   
 
The crew spent 7 hours to clean up the snow from the four blocks in the downtown metered area.   
 
Mr. Fisher’s report is on file in the borough office. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Paul Ruane reported on his activity for February 2003. 
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The plans for the handicapped ramp at the Priestley Chapel were presented.   
 
The circus is arriving in town on Saturday morning.  The shows are slated for 5:30 and 7:30 p.m.  
Mr. Ruane will check if the circus will have fire extinguishers and the seating. Mr. Ruane 
pointed out more exit signs are needed.   
  
Mr. Bowersox asked if Mr. Ruane had inspected the potholes on Hanover Street between 4th and 
6th Street.  Mr. Ruane will check on them.      
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. for an Executive Session.  Mr. Wolfe reconvened the 
meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Litigation and personnel issues were discussed. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the bids are out for the construction work planned by the Sewer 
Authority for this year and are due back on March 21st.  
 
Mr. Bowersox requested that the Sewer Authority check on a manhole on Toulman Avenue 
which is painted green.  He is not certain if it is one belonging to the Sewer Authority or another 
utility company, but it needs to be corrected.  
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 
 No report 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe made a motion to purchase a new Dell computer for the office with the cost 
not to exceed $1,100.00.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  Mr. Bowersox voted no. 
The motion carried with a vote of 6-1.    

    Parks & Recreation 
 No report 
    Personnel 

The committee to negotiate the Police Contract will hold work sessions on March 19 and 
March 26 at 6:00 p.m. 
The committee to negotiate the Teamsters Contract will be Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Ditton, 
and Mr. Wolfe.  No work sessions have been scheduled yet.   
Atty. Martin advised that since no action will be taken at these meetings, the meetings do 
not need to be advertised.  

    Property 
 Mrs. Groninger requested the authorization to bid on a used truck; a 1989, ¾ ton  
            Dodge truck used by the Sunbury Housing Authority for plowing parking lots.  

Mrs. Groninger made a motion to bid on the truck; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  The motion included the authorization for the bid not to exceed $10,000 with 
the actual amount undisclosed.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Carl 
voted yes; Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  The vote was tied 3-3. 
Mayor Brosius voted yes; thus the motion carried with a vote of 4-3. 

 
ADT Contracts:  The borough office was notified that the price of the ADT contract 
would increase as of April 22nd.  The five year contract ends on that date.  However, the 
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contract automatically renews on an annual basis if notice is not given thirty days prior to 
the renewal date.  ADT security systems are in the Borough Garage and the Police 
Evidence Lab.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to explore the cost to obtain security 
systems elsewhere for the two buildings.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote - All ayes.  The motion carried 6-0. 

 
            Public Safety 

Mr. Shaffer stated that the committee meeting scheduled for tomorrow evening has been 
postponed until April 2 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Resolution B-2003 (Emergency Operations Plan) 
Council had questioned if the borough would be violating the “right to know law” since 
the public is only entitled to examine part of the Emergency Operations Plan.  Atty. 
Martin stated that legislation is supposed to be passed to indicate that this does not violate 
the “right to know law”.  He added that, currently, an exception exists which states, “Any 
document that would operate to the prejudice or impairment of a person or person’s 
reputation or personal security is exempt from the “right to know law”.   

              
 Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Resolution C-2003.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. 
            Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  The motion carried 6-0. 
 
Old Business 

1.     Second Street School 
 Mr. Redington informed the council that the committee met with the architect last evening 

and approved a tentative scheme of the building and a layout for the parking and 
playground.  The drawing is in the borough office for the council’s review.  Mr. Redington 
is requesting that an exit ramp be included on the drawing, where it now exists.  He also 
stated that the basement area does not appear on the preliminary plan.  Mr. Gary Wolfe, 
the architect will draw up formal plans for the building.   

  
The committee is in the planning stage of a capital campaign and is discussing domain 
names.  The name “secondstreetcommunitycenter.com” is available.  Mr. Redington is 
requesting permission to obtain the rights to this name.   

  
Mr. Ditton reviewed the preliminary drawing and questioned why the play area has been 
reduced for parking.  Mr. Redington stated that the area would be utilized for play, except 
for when special activities are scheduled and additional parking is required.  The area 
designated would be utilized at that time.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the Property 
Committee had voted that the playground area remain open space.  Mayor Brosius added 
that the proposed parallel parking along Second Street and an addition along the 
gymnasium also reduce the playground space.   

  
Mr. Ditton moved that the playground is “sacred”.  No parking is to be permitted on the 
playground except for special events.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Mr. Ruane stated the Borough Codes specifies the number of off-street parking spaces 
required for an office building.  Mr. Carl said that he is in favor of providing a playground 
area and would be very disappointed if one was not provided. Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton 
and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Shaffer voted 
no.  The motion failed with a vote of 2-4.     
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 Mr. Shaffer made a motion to purchase the domain name as follows: 

secondstreetcommunitycenter.com.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Ditton and Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 4-2. 

 
2.   Pineknotter Park Ball Field 
 Mr. Redington informed the council that baseball will be played on the field this spring.  

Mr. Redington has prepared a grant that council had previously approved, for the President 
of Council’s signature. Discussion.   

 
 Mrs. Groninger noted a $20.00 addition error in a letter from Larson Design Group, Inc. 

for additional lighting material for the park.  Mr. Bauder, of Larson Design Group, Inc., 
will be informed of the error.   

 
3. Mr. Wolfe tabled the first reading of Ordinance 2003-2.  This ordinance amends the 

references throughout the Borough Code of the BOCA Code to the International Building, 
Property and Maintenance, Electrical and Plumbing Codes, the replacement of the BOCA 
Code. 

 
4. Atty. Martin introduced the resolution for the tax and revenue anticipation of the $25,000   

loan.  The closing, originally scheduled for tomorrow, has been postponed because DCED 
approval must be obtained first.   Council had previously approved the loan, but approval 
of Resolution D-2003 to borrow the money, as well as the certifications and exhibits that 
go along with this, is needed.  Mr. Bowersox made the motion to adopt Resolution D-2003 
and Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.  Mrs. 
Groninger had left the room at 9:27 p.m. and was not present for this one vote.  

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Helen Martin, River Valley Re-Max, and Dr. Ralph Cianflone    
          Mrs. Martin addressed the council about the property numbered as 744-747 Penn St.  Dr.      

Cianflone has entered into a purchase agreement for the property with the intention of 
constructing a commercial car wash at this location.  Mrs. Martin said she understood that a 
change in the zoning ordinance permitting commercial car washes as a special exception to 
the zoning ordinance would be required.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to amend 
the zoning ordinance to allow car washes to be a permitted use as a “special exception” in 
areas zoned R-2.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  The motion 
carried 6-0.  Atty. Martin advised that if the ordinance is passed, a zoning board hearing 
would be required to approve the car wash as a special exception at this location.  The time 
frame required for all approvals was estimated to be three months. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the minutes of February 18, 2003.  Mr. Ditton 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  The motion carried 6-0. 
 
3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 

call vote - All ayes.  The motion carried 6-0.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $14,244.74 and the bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool account total $780.09. 

 
Mayor Brosius left the meeting at 9:40 p.m. 
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4. The Berwick Bass Association has requested permission to use the Hanover Street access 
on June 22, 2003 for a Bass Tournament.  Council is not in favor of permitting use of the 
Hanover Street launch for fishing tournaments because local residents use that area for 
recreational purposes.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to permit the Berwick Bass Association 
to use the Point landing not the Hanover Street access.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger voted aye; 
Mr. Bowersox voted no.  The motion carried 5-1. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe asked for a motion to allow any group to use the Point for fishing tournaments 

without the council having to act on the individual requests.  The only reason permission 
would not be granted would be if the date conflicted with a previously scheduled event.  
Use of the Hanover Street access for fishing tournaments would not be permitted.  The 
borough office should maintain a schedule of activities at the Point and would have the 
authority to approve the requests if no other activity was scheduled.  Mr. Shaffer made the 
motion proposed by Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  
The motion carried 6-0. 

 
6. Mr. Wolfe announced that articles for the spring newsletters should be submitted to the 

borough office by April 5th.  Ads for the newsletter are due by March 28th.  The newsletters 
are to be mailed to the residents the first week of May. 

 
7. The Pennsylvania Water Company has sent a letter requesting that the borough agree to 

pay the monthly fees for new fire hydrants to be installed in the Branchview Development.  
This section of the development has not been completed and accepted by the council.  Mr. 
Wolfe will review the letter. 

 
8. Mr. Ditton explained that the borough has received a letter requesting permission to put a 

telecommunication tower on the water tower.  Mr. Ditton said that, although the borough 
does not own the water tower, he is wondering if the borough should adopt an ordinance 
regulating telecommunication towers.  Atty. Martin advised the borough could adopt an 
ordinance regulating provisions regarding telecommunication towers.  Discussion.  Atty. 
Martin said that nothing could be done about towers installed in the borough unless an 
ordinance is in place.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to adopt an ordinance regulating 
Telecommunications towers in the borough.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0.   
 

Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
 

The meeting was adjournment at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary       
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
March 18, 2003 

 

Call President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members in attendance were Don Troxell, Bryan M. Wolfe, Paul Bowersox, 
Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, and Greg Shaffer.  Others present were Mayor 
Gretchen H. Brosius, Robin Martin, Solicitor, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, and Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary.  Council member Greg Carl was absent. 
 
The eleven visitors present introduced themselves. Also present was a Boy Scout troop 
with 10 members present. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Robert Waltz asked if the borough has a list of the property owners who are exempt 
from installing sidewalks.  Mr. Ruane informed him that the borough does have a list of 
properties and the public may obtain the information.  Mr. Waltz asked if sidewalks are 
required in the developments on the hill.  That area of the borough is not required to 
install sidewalks.  Mr. Waltz felt that all areas of the borough should be treated alike.  
Council members stated that the hill section does not have curbing or street lighting.  Mr. 
Waltz replied that street lights had been installed at one time and the residents requested 
that council have them removed.  Mr. Waltz stated that he felt the area should have 
sidewalks and not be exempt.   
  
History Day Update - Karen Nogle 
Mrs. Karen Nogle explained that the History Day Committee is a subcommittee of the 
Downtown Revitalization Committee.  She requested that the council approve that King 
Street, at the park, and a portion of Second Street be closed to traffic on History Day, 
May 10th.   
 
She also requested permission to provide carriage rides throughout the borough for tours.  
The fire police will direct traffic.  Approval was granted. 
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Mr. Ditton moved to close the streets around the park and at Second and King Street on 
May 10th from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Nogle asked what to do with the garbage that is collected that day.  She was told 
that the Street Crew would pick up the bagged garbage on Monday and dispose of it.   
 
Mrs. Nogle asked if the group could use the electricity at the park.  Permission was 
granted. 
 
A press release was provided to the council and Mrs. Nogle encouraged those present to 
view the History Day page on the Borough’s website which was completed by Bryan 
Wolfe, council president.  
   
Recycling 
Mr. Paul Zarick, Recycling Coordinator for Northumberland County, explained that, 
currently, Lycoming County picks up the newspapers, magazines, and clear glass from 
the borough.  He stated that the borough would not be able to dispose of other types of 
recyclables at Lycoming County for 2003.  Other types of recyclables may be accepted 
by Lycoming County in 2004.   
 
Mr. Zarick commented that the cost of the recycling bins, as explained at the last borough 
council meeting, would be between $2,000 and $3,000 per bin. 
 
Milton Borough’s recycling program costs the borough approximately $12,000 per year.  
The borough has 2,200 homes.  The borough charges each home $2.00 per month, $24.00 
per year.  An outside service conducts the curbside pickup three days a month.  Mr. 
Wolfe asked how the money is collected.  Mr. Zarick did not know, but added that he 
could find out.   
 
Mr. Shaffer asked if the equipment that the borough owns, which was purchased with 
grant money and matching funds from the borough, could be sold to another recycling 
program and the money used toward the purchase of the recycling containers.  Mr. Zarick 
did not have the answer.  Mr. Zarick explained that if the borough has equipment that is 
worn out, it stays there.  He explained that the state is letting the municipalities “hang”.  
The state has no money to help the municipalities repair or update the equipment.  If a 
municipality is no longer recycling, the state requests that the money be refunded.  
However, if Northumberland has a drop-off point, the borough is still recycling and the 
state won’t require funds to be repaid.  The possibility exists of grants being restored by 
the state in 2004, Mr. Zarick added.   
 
Mr. Zarick passed out copies of an article from a state government magazine, The 
Keystone, which stated that grant money for recycling is expected to be limited this year. 
 
Mr. Zarick explained that the state has money leftover from 2000, 2001, and 2002.  The 
state is looking to award grants from 2002 monies.  Mr. Zarick has applied for the grant 
for Ralpho Township, Point Township, and Northumberland Borough for a leaf-
collecting machine.  He believes that the grant was approved, but is waiting to see if the 
state awards the money.  Each municipality would receive roughly $13,000.  He learned 
that another municipality has also applied for the grant.  The Borough Secretary asked 
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who authorized him to apply for a grant on behalf of the borough and he said that she did.  
She stated she did not authorize the application.  When asked if the grant would require a 
“match”, Mr. Zarick replied that a 10% match, or $1,300, would be required from each 
municipality if the grant is awarded. 
 
Mr. Zarick suggested that the borough, Point Township, and the county form a 
partnership, appoint a committee and visit other communities’ recycling centers.  After 
obtaining more information about other programs, the communities could decide how 
best to handle recycling.     
 
Mr. Wolfe said the borough is looking for a solution where “on a day-to-day basis” the 
borough is not involved in recycling.”  The borough is not mandated by the state to 
recycle because it is not large enough.  Municipalities with populations of 10,000 and 
larger are mandated to recycle. 
 
Council had voted at a previous meeting to discontinue curbside pickups in the borough 
at the end of April. 
 
Township and borough officials have called a joint recycling venture a way to improve 
their working relationship.   
 
Mr. Wolfe thanked Mr. Zarick for providing the council with the information.   
 
Mr. Monte Peters asked Mr. Zarick about the 904 and 902 grants.  He added that the 
township would be willing to match borough money contributed to the volunteer groups.   
 
Mr. Bill Gross reminded the council that the volunteers made money from recycling 
before the borough began the curbside pick-up.  Mr. Tom Wandishin stated that, at one 
time, newspapers brought in the bulk of the money. 
 
Mr. Phil Hallden stated that at one time, eight volunteer groups worked at the Recycling 
Center.  Approximately eight years ago, the council approved that the recycling group 
open their own bank account.  Lycoming County picks up the newspaper at the center.  
At one time, Mr. Hallden stated that a contract had provided for the borough to be paid 
$5.00 per ton for newspaper.  He has not seen the contract and the borough is no longer 
being paid for the newspaper.  The recycling group sold aluminum and cardboard to other 
sources.  These are the two items that generate the most income. 
 
Mr. Peters added that he was told that the recycling group was paid about $4,500 for 
aluminum.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council has not been told how much money the 
recycling group earned.  Mr. Peters said that he knows the amount because a member of 
the township board “cut the check” for the aluminum.   
 
Mr. Wandishin stated that last year, the Recycling Committee paid out $4,200 to the 
seven volunteer groups.  This year, they expect to collect about $4,000.  They now have 
just three volunteer groups working at the center.  The treasurer of the Recycling Group 
is Dave Smith.   
 
If the borough and township decide to have Lycoming County pick up the recyclables, 
they would keep the money earned for the materials. 
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Mr. Wolfe stated that, if it costs the borough $17,000 for the recycling group to earn 
$8,000, that perhaps the borough could donate money saved by the borough from 
changing the method of recycling toward the volunteer effort, to make up for the funding 
that group would lose by having Lycoming County pick up the recyclables.  Mr. 
Yoxheimer added that Point Township would also be willing to contribute to the 
recycling volunteers. 
   
Mr. Wolfe stated that he and Randy Yoxheimer, Point Township Supervisor, would meet 
to discuss the options for the township and the borough.   
 
Mr. Hallden asked why the borough is being charged for the garbage removal.  He felt 
that the garbage should be removed without charge in exchange for the borough 
permitting the collector to be parked at the recycling center on Saturday mornings.  Mrs. 
Groninger explained that the council requested that the garbage collector be present as a 
service to the borough residents and had agreed to the garbage removal charges.  
 
Mr. Zarick stated that, effective July 1, 2002; two or more governments combined 
together would have a stronger chance to obtain grant money than an individual 
municipality would have. 
 
Mr. Carl arrived at 7:45 p.m. 
             
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius welcomed the Boy Scout troop that was present. The troop volunteers at 
the recycling center.  The troop leaders explained that the money earned at the recycling 
center is spent for camp costs. 
 
Mayor Brosius has arranged for a professional photograph to commemorate the borough 
175th anniversary of incorporation to taken of the borough officials on April 15th at 6:15 
p.m. 
 
Students from the Priestley School will be visiting the borough offices. 
 
The Bloodmobile will be at the C.W.Rice middle school on March 24th. 
 
She stated that the Revitalization Committee is looking into having the Vo-tech students 
do the masonry work for the Bulletin Board.  The items to be moved at the Front Street 
end of the park are several shrubs, one tree, and the Gettysburg Address.  
 
Mayor Brosius would like to put yellow ribbons on the trees in the downtown area and 
asked for volunteers to help with the project.   
 
Mayor Brosius met with Chief Redington and has informed the council that one police 
vehicle is not operable.  Mr. Ditton asked if two police vehicles are sufficient.  Chief 
Redington replied that, based on the manpower, there are occasions when three are 
needed.  Mr. Shaffer does not feel that two cars are adequate.  At this date, the meter 
money is approximately $4,000 short of the amount needed for the first payment to 
purchase a new police vehicle.  Discussion ensued.  
 



 5

Mr. Shaffer made a motion to allow the police to order a new vehicle with the first 
payment of $13,626.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed 3-4. 
 
Mayor Brosius’s report is on file in the borough office. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher informed the council that the crew has started to run the street sweeper.  
A written report is on file in the borough office. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane reported that he rented fire extinguishers at a cost of $25.00 for the circus.  He 
also had exit signs installed in the building.  He suggested that the borough purchase fire 
extinguishers to keep at the building permanently. 
 
Mr. Ruane complimented Dave Brubaker for the renovation work that he has completed 
on several rental properties in the borough.   
 
PG Energy is not going to install a new line on Orange Street since the borough has 
decided not to pave Orange Street this year. 
 
Mr. Tamecki will be working as a part-time code officer once school ends. 
 
Mr. Bowersox asked about the curb cut that is in front of a new house on Hanover Street.  
Mr. Ruane has contacted the builder of the house.  
      
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. to discuss a litigation issue.  The meeting was 
reconvened at 8:35 p.m. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

 The committee is working on developing a paving plan for Fifth Street with Don 
Free of Penn DOT. 

 The gas company was working on Orange Street. 
 Complaints have been filed with Penn DOT about the condition of Front Street. 
 Mr. Bowersox reported that the borough crew covered a manhole on Toulman 

Avenue with cold patch.  Mr. Ruane explained that it is one of the Sewer 
Authority’s manholes and that they asked that it be covered. 

    Finance 
The Liquid Fuels audit has been received.  The funding should be distributed 
soon. 

    Parks & Recreation 
 Mr. Carl asked if the walkway in the park should be contracted before the 

activities are planned in the park.  He was given the approval to obtain pricing for 
the work. 

 Mr. Carl invited everyone to visit the web site; libertysplashland.com.  Pool 
information is on the website. 

 Two openings exist on the Parks and Recreation Committee.   
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    Personnel 
The Personnel Committee will hold a closed meeting to discuss the personnel 
contract.  Atty. Martin advised that other council members are permitted to attend.   

    Property 
 Mrs. Groninger stated that she is planning to attend a Public Works seminar.  She 

invited others to join her. 
 The ADT contracts expire on April 22nd.  If not cancelled, the contracts 

automatically renew for one year.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to cancel the 
ADT contracts for the borough garage and the police evidence lab, effective April 
22, 2003.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. Motion 
carried.  Other security firms will be contacted for proposals. 

    Public Safety 
 Mr. Shaffer announced that the committee would meet in April.          
   
Old Business 

1. Pineknotter Park Ball Field 
Mr. Redington stated that the work is scheduled for the ball field.  Larson Design 
Group, Inc. is working with DCNR on the proposed field lighting.  Baseball is to 
be played on the field this year. 
  

2. The first reading of Ordinance 2003-2 was tabled until the next council meeting.  
This ordinance amends the Borough Code with adoption of the International 
Building, Property and Maintenance, Electrical and Plumbing Codes to replace 
the BOCA Code.  

 
3. Mr. Wolfe stated that www.secondstreetcommunitycenter.com is now online. 
 

New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1.      Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2003 council meeting.  
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked if any action has 
been taken on the suggested ordinance to regulate telecommunication towers.  
Atty. Martin will follow up on the ordinance.  The roll call vote was unanimous to 
approve the March 4, 2003 council meeting.  Motion carried 7-0.  

 
2.      Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion 

to pay the bills.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the old copy 
machine be removed from the borough office.  Mr. Troxell pointed out that the 
water had been shut off to the recycling center due to a broken line.  He asked if 
the water company should be contacted to replace the large line with a smaller one 
or if the meter should be pulled.  Council felt that water should be available at the 
building.  Roll call vote to approve the bills – All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
3.   Resolution E-2003 - Support of Troops  

Mr. Wolfe explained that this resolution is to profess the borough’s support of the 
nation’s troops.  Mr. Groninger made the motion to support the troops; Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

4.   Resolution F-2003 changes the 2003 Fee Schedule.  The fee for backfill 
inspections at a rate of $25.00 per hour was added.  It had been inadvertently 
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omitted when the original 2003 fee schedule was adopted in January.  This is the 
same rate as last year.  The other change is to change the term of “BOCA Code” to 
codebook since the “BOCA Code” is no longer in existence.  Mr. Shaffer made a 
motion to accept Resolution F-2003.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
5. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to transfer $2,000 from the UDAG fund to the General 

Fund to pay for architectural services at the Second Street School building; Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted 
no.  Motion carried 6-1.  

 
6. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to change the borough’s insurance carrier for Liability 

Insurance to EMC, Inc. as recommended by Pfeiffer-Naginey, Inc.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.  

 
7. Mr. Wolfe requested that the articles for the Spring Newsletter be provided to the 

borough office by Friday, April 4th.  The newsletter will be distributed in May. 
 

8. Mrs. Groninger stated that the response from the water company regarding the lack 
of water pressure on the hill during power outages is not acceptable.  Mr. Shaffer 
stated the Public Safety Committee would discuss the water company letter.  
Several residents who live on the hill have experienced low water pressure at 
various times.      

 
9. Mrs. Groninger would like to attend the meeting of the Shade Tree Commission 

when scheduled.  Ms. Weirick has contacted the borough office with the 
information that the commission would be meeting with a consultant from the Penn 
State to discuss the trees in the downtown area. 

 
10. Mr. Carl asked if the tree that is in the middle of the walkway should be removed 

before a new walk is installed.  The Shade Tree Commission should be consulted. 
 

11. Mr. Ditton stated that he would like everyone to read the audit report and it would 
be discussed next meeting.  

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
           
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
Tuesday, April 1, 2003, 7:00 PM 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 

Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Mr. Robin Martin, 
Solicitor, Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Mr. Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Mr. 
Todd Snyder, Street Crew Member, and Mrs. Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Four members 
of the public were in attendance.  Mr. Paul Bowersox, councilman, was absent due to illness. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Roy Sulouff, of Point Township, informed the council that the borough has several homes 
located on Orange Street and Orange Street Extension that have RR 2 addresses with a box 
number.  Mr. Sulouff is coordinating the house numbers in the township and has offered to 
coordinate the house numbers in the borough.  Mr. Sulouff stated that the borough would need to 
send a letter to the residents informing them of their change of address.  If approved, the 
numbers on Orange Street Extension would be in the high 700’s and the addresses on Orange 
Street beyond Eighth Street would now be low 800 numbers on Cannery Road.  Mr. Sulouff 
stated that the addresses were coordinated with 911.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to renumber the house addresses from the rural route numbers to 
house numbers on Orange Street to the borough line.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer prefers to keep the name of Orange Street to the borough line, rather 
than adopting Cannery Road for one block.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.  A 
letter will be sent to the post office and the Point Township Supervisors. 
 
Mr. Shaffer asked if the rural route addresses on the Old Danville Highway were being changed.  
He added that borough residences on that road should also be changed to street numbers and 
requested that Mr. Sulouff coordinate the street numbers of these addresses.  Mr. Sulouff agreed 
to coordinate the street numbers of the borough residences and those of Point Township on the 
Old Danville Highway. 
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Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that a generous check has been received from Geraldine Mertz toward 
the Memorial Garden refurbishment in the King Street Park.  A check from Mrs. Mertz’s sister is 
also forthcoming for the project. 
 
The Fire Police have requested permission to attend the Union County Veteran’s Parade in 
Lewisburg on June 28th, at 10:00 a.m.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to permit their attendance at 
the parade, providing that sufficient coverage remain in the borough for the Soap Box Race on 
the same day.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 5-1. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that Officer Shennon Klopp has resigned, effective April 14, 2003.  
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to accept Shennon Klopp’s resignation.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Mrs. Brosius questioned if the council would wish to elevate Mark Cassel, a part-time officer, to 
full time or to increase his hours to up to 39 hours a week for the present.  Mr. Wolfe 
recommended that the topic be discussed in the Executive Session. 
 
Mayor Brosius explained that two of the police vehicles had been out of service.  At this time, 
one has been repaired.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to allow an application process to begin, 
through the Homeland Security website, for a police cruiser and two pick-up trucks to be used as 
utility vehicles by the fire department, to be titled to the borough.  The vehicles, at a cost to the 
borough of $1.00, would be paid for with advertising.  Under this program, they are replaced 
every three years.  Mr. Shaffer stated there is no guarantee of getting the vehicle and the borough 
reserves the right to make the final decision on the vehicle.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the advertising on the vehicles is not overwhelming.  Both 
the Fire Department and the Police Department are interested in applying.  Roll call vote - All 
ayes.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to replace the transmission in the police vehicle, the cost to be paid 
for with money coming from the General Fund.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted yes.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mrs. Groninger 
voted no.  The vote was tied, 3-3.  Mayor Brosius voted yes.  The motion carried 4-3. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to rescind the prior motion, and to replace the transmission in the 
police car, to be paid for with money the parking meter fund.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted 
yes; Mr. Shaffer voted no.  The motion carried 5-1. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that the borough has received a $4,000 forestry grant, which will be 
used to purchase screen trees for along the sewer plant to improve the appearance of the entrance 
to the borough.  She thanked the Borough Council President and Borough Secretary for their 
work in completing the application. 
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Mayor Brosius thanked Marilyn Attinger, Judith Ditton, Jodi, Emily, and Caitlin Baylor, and 
Ginny Waltz for helping to decorate the town with the yellow ribbons, and Mr. Snyder for the 
use of his office to cut the ribbons.   
 
Mayor Brosius’s report is on file in the borough office. 
 
History Day 
Mr. Wolfe conveyed a request from Karen Nogle to make available the Second Street School 
gym for History Day on May 10th, in case of rain.  Mr. Wolfe made the motion to agree to the 
request.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Fisher asked if the crew is to continue to haul glass to the Lycoming Landfill.  Council 
advised that the glass is to be taken to the landfill.  Clear glass is the only color to be accepted at 
the recycling center. 
 
Mr. Fisher had questions about reinstalling street signposts in areas where there are sidewalks.  
Council requested that the Street Committee and crew determine a solution. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the month of March. 
 
He provided an updated on the Uniform Construction Code.  If the code passes by July 9th, the 
boroughs would need to opt in or out of the program by January 21, 2004. 
Mr. Ruane is starting the process of taking the tests for certification. 
 
Mr. Ruane has suggested that the borough require Contractor’s permits.  He added that Sunbury 
charges each contractor a yearly fee of $60.00.   
 
Mr. Wolfe requested that Mr. Ruane provide the council with a memo of a list of 
recommendations. 
 
Mr. Ruane has inspected the three playgrounds in the borough.  He made suggestions for 
ensuring playground safety.   
 
Executive Session 
The council meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. for an Executive Session.  Mr. Wolfe 
reconvened the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Litigation and personnel issues were discussed. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to elevate the part-time status of Officer Mark Cassel to full-time 
status.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer stated that two part-time police 
officers would remain on the force. The Mayor asked if she would have to cast her vote this 
evening, in case of a tied vote.  Mr. Martin advised that he would research whether or not the 
Mayor may cast a tie-breaking vote on this matter.  Mayor Brosius stated that Officer Klopp’s 
resignation would not be effective until April 14th so there would be no need to vote on this 
matter until the meeting of April l5th.  Mr. Shaffer rescinded the motion.   
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Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Mr. Troxell stated that Mr. Free, of PennDOT’s Municipal Services, would be contacted 
tomorrow about the Fifth Street project.  Mr. Troxell asked if the borough could have 
gotten a better price on the salt needed by the street department if we would have gone 
through COG.  The borough’s salt contract is through the state contract.  The COG has 
been seeking health insurance costs. Discussion ensued. 
 

Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark announced that the authority has opened the bids and they are lower than 
the bids received in the fall.  The project is to go forward.  Ms. Lark stated that Dan 
Wiand and Jack Fasold would like to meet with the Street Committee and Penn DOT 
representative when the Fifth Street paving project is being planned so the Sewer 
Authority can obtain the necessary risers.   
 
Mr. Ruane asked if the Sewer Authority would conduct a preconstruction meeting for 
their project.  She replied that he would be invited to it. 

 
Committee Reports (continued) 
    Finance 

The 2001 audit was received from Forgett & Kerstetter, P.C.  Mr. Troxell made a motion 
to accept the 2001 audit; Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted 
no.  Motion carried 5-1. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl stated that Coca-Cola has offered the Liberty Splashland a proposal for a long-
term contract.  Pepsi-Cola has chosen not to offer a proposal.  The Coca-Cola proposal 
guarantees a payment of $6,000 up front, with payment of annual commissions several 
years after that and an annual payment in years 6-10 for a 10-year contract with exclusive 
rights at the pool.  Mr. Carl stated that the pool is guaranteed a payment the first year, and 
the years 6-10.   
 
Mr. Carl made a motion to accept the offer from Coca-Cola.  Mr. Carl stated the contract 
would begin the first day of the 2003 season to the last day of the 2012 season. Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, voted aye.  Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion carried 5-1.        
 
Mr. Carl received proposals from water slide companies for slide apparatus for the pool. 
He received 3 proposals, from Mid Atlantic Park and Playground, Morning Star 
Manufacturing, and Natural Structures. Atty. Martin advised that any items over $10,000 
must be put out for bid.  Discussion.  Mr. Carl will draw up a bid proposal. 
 
Mr. Ditton stated that he was informed that a $5,000 grant exists for upgrading the tennis 
courts and proposed that the council may wish to explore the grant for the tennis courts at 
the C. W. Rice Building.  Mr. Wolfe volunteered to look into the grant. 



 5

 
    Personnel 

Mr. Ditton scheduled a Personnel Committee meeting for 6:00 p.m., before the April 15th 
council meeting. 
 

    Property 
 Security System Contracts 

Mrs. Groninger provided the council with a written committee report, recommending that 
Commonwealth Security of Sunbury be contracted to provide the coverage at the borough 
garage and borough police evidence lab.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to accept the 
proposal of Commonwealth Security of Sunbury.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion, 
Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton voted aye, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Carl voted no, motion failed to carry 1-5.  
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to counter the previous motion, and accept A-l Lock and Key 
proposal for $760.00.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - all ayes.  The 
motion carried 6-0.   

          
 Mrs. Groninger moved to change the locks to the borough office, leaving the outside door 

keys the same.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Shaffer voted no.  
Motion carried 5-1. 
 

 Mrs. Groninger has been in contact with the Shade Tree Commission.  The commission 
plans to check the trees in the downtown area and the tree that is in walkway in the park.   
 

    Public Safety 
   The Public Safety Committee has a meeting scheduled for tomorrow evening. 
 
Old Business 

1. Car Wash on Duke Street  
Ms. Helen Martin of ReMax River Valley Realty and Dr. Ralph Cianflone had presented 
the council with a proposal at a prior meeting.  Atty. Martin is planning to have 
paperwork to the County Planning Commission by Friday for comment.  They have 30 
days to respond.  If there is no comment, a public meeting can be scheduled.  Atty. 
Martin advised that if approved, the zoning map should be amended.  Discussion.  Dr. 
Cianflone provided the council members with a more detailed plan of the car wash. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2003-2.  This ordinance amends the 

Borough Code.  All references in the Borough Code to the BOCA Code would be 
changed to the International Building, Property and Maintenance, Electrical and 
Plumbing Codes.  This new code replaces the BOCA Code. Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.  Mr. Wolfe stated that this was the 
first reading and there would be a final reading in two weeks. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger feels that the borough should pursue the water pressure problem in the 

hill section of the borough.  Mayor Brosius stated that residents at Jefferson and 
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Buchanan Streets have a problem with their water pressure.  Mr. Troxell explained that 
during a power failure, the pumps go out.  The residents on the highest section of the hill 
lose the most pressure because the people on the lower part of the hill are draining water 
out of the mains.  Mrs. Groninger requested that the council send another letter to the 
water company, with a copy to the P.U.C., asking that they provide a permanent 
generator for the water.  

 
4. Mr. Wolfe asked that all articles for the newsletter be submitted by Friday, April 4th.  

This newsletter will contain information pertaining to History Day on May 10th.      
 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 9:00.  
  

New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion. Roll call 
vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 
2. Resolution G-2003  

This resolution supports the construction of the Routes 11/15 bypass.  Mr. Schaffer made 
a motion to adopt Resolution G-2003.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.  Copies of the resolution will be forwarded to the area’s 
legislative representatives. 
 

3. American Red Cross Water Safety/ Learn to Swim Program 
A letter was received requesting financial support for the 2003 swim program.  
Discussion was held.  The topic was tabled. 
 

4. Central Susquehanna COG  
Council discussed the renewal of the borough’s membership in the COG and the 
borough’s voting representative and alternate.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to renew the 
borough’s membership at a cost of $150 for the year, and to reappoint Mr. Troxell as the 
borough’s representative and Mrs. Groninger as alternate.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

    
Mr. Troxell moved to adjourn the meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
Tuesday, April 15, 2003, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin 
Martin, Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, 
Paul Ruane, Code Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Robert Waltz, borough resident, was also present. 
  
Public Comment 
No Public Comment was offered. 
             
Mayor's Report 

• Mayor Brosius reported that Chief Redington has met with Representative 
Phillips concerning a traffic study.  A meeting will be scheduled with 
Representative Phillips, Penn DOT, and the Council soon. Penn Dot will be 
contacted about the sign at Queen and Water Street.  

• Mayor Brosius added that a full time officer for the Police department would need 
to be hired in the absence of Officer Klopp.  She felt this issue would come up in 
the personnel meeting.  

• Officer Fink will be attending a training class in June.  The tuition fund will come 
out of the police education budget. 

• Geraldine Mertz and Eleanor Mertz Seward donated money for the Memorial 
Garden in King Street Park.  The work on the Memorial Garden has begun.  The 
borough crew has taken down some of the trees and will remove other plants. 
Mayor Brosius ask what the wishes of the Council are for the tree in front of the 
gazebo.  The answer will not be made now, but when one of the committees 
meets.  

• Ms. Karen Nogle is requesting permission to ban parking on several streets during 
History Day for the Horse and Buggy rides.  The committee is concerned with the 
safety of the passengers and horses.  They would like to ban parking on King 
Street from the King Street Park to Fourth Street, on Fourth Street from King 
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Street to Orange Street, Orange Street from Fourth Street to Third Street, and 
Third Street from Orange Street to King Street.  The carriage turnaround will be 
at King and Second Streets.  The committee is requesting that parking is banned 
on these streets form 10:00 to 3:00 pm.  The ban is preferred for both sides, but 
one side only would be acceptable.  The Fire Police are volunteering to direct 
traffic.  The question arose as what to do if they are called away for an 
emergency.  Mr. Shaffer suggested that the ride should be closed down if the Fire 
Police are called away, adding that this would be the only safe thing to do. 

 
Mrs. Groninger asked what happens when the Fire Police are at a school function 
or at a parade.  Chief Redington replied that they usually do not take a full 
contingent. Mr. Shaffer stated there would need to be traffic control at 4 
intersections. 

 
Mr. Shaffer estimated that five fire police would be needed to direct traffic for the 
buggy ride. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to ban the parking on the streets, as requested.  
Discussion.  Chief Redington stated that a horse and carriage is a legal vehicle, as 
such, they have the same right to travel the borough streets as an automobile.  Mr. 
Wolfe withdrew his motion. 
 

• Mayor Brosius mentioned she had received thank you notes from the 3rd grade 
classes at the Priestley Elementary School and would place them on the table for 
others to see.  

 
• Mayor Brosius read an essay written by John Savidge, a student in fourth grade at 

the Priestley Elementary School.  The essay about “Why I am proud to be an 
American Kid” was published in a Troll Book article. 

 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Fisher reported that the gate has been installed at the Recycling Center.  He also 
stated that on Saturday no volunteers were present at the Recycling Center.  Bags of 
recycling were left in front of the garage doors.  Mrs. Groninger noted that on other 
Saturdays, the door to the garage was raised partway.  Mr. Wolfe stated he was meeting 
with Randy Yoxheimer, one of the Point Township Supervisors, on Monday.  One topic 
to be discussed will be about getting additional volunteers from Point Township.   
 
The crew has suggested that 50 gallons of white and 50 gallons of yellow paint would be 
required to paint the crosswalks on Duke Street and the curbing.  Discussion.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that police protection would be needed when the crosswalks are painted 
on Duke Street.    
 
Mayor Brosius asked about the yellow line in front of the Senior Citizen building and the 
line in front of the Northumberland Christian School.   
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Mr. Shaffer requested that Mr. Fisher coordinate painting the crosswalks on Duke Street 
with Jon Apple and the Fire Police and stated that the work should be accomplished at 
night.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Fisher stated that the street crewmembers have said that it 
is difficult to see to paint the lines at night.  Mr. Shaffer stated it was too cold to paint in 
October but it is warm enough now to paint at night.  Mr. Wolfe asked that the subject be 
discussed in the personnel meeting. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the past two weeks. 
 
A check has been received from the insurance company for the structure at 553 Wallace 
Street that had a fire several months ago.   
 
Mr. Bowersox asked how many street cuts were completed in the past two weeks.  Mr. 
Ruane replied that there were three.  He stated that he charged for three hours of backfill 
inspection.   
 
Mr. Ditton asked what is occurring at the house on Fifth Street that had a fire several 
months ago.  Mr. Ruane stated that they are still removing garbage from the house and he 
will contact the property owner. 
 
Mr. Bowersox asked if Mr. Ruane has checked the property at Duke and Front Street 
where they are removing the roof shingles.  Mr. Ruane did go past the property late this 
afternoon; however no one was working at that time.  Discussion. 
  
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m. for an Executive Session.   Mr. Wolfe 
reconvened the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Personnel and litigation issues were discussed. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Mr. Troxell informed the council that the committee met with PennDOT’s 
municipal representative, Don Free.  Three separate bids have been advertised.  
They are for full depth reclamation, grade and compaction; concrete curbing (full 
height); and a bit-binder course, ID-2.  Reclamation and paving will be done on 
Fifth Street from Queen Street to Prince Street.  New curbing is to be installed in 
the two blocks from King Street to Hanover Street.  This is what the committee 
feels the borough can afford this year.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the committee 
provide the Finance Committee with a “wish list” before the next year’s budget is 
completed.  The three bids will be opened at the May 6, 2003 council meeting. 
Mr. Wolfe stated the borough is not keeping up with the damage done to the 
streets, especially after the kind of winter we just had.  Discussion. 
 
Mr. Troxell added that the committee has developed a three-year program for the 
streets.   
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Mrs. Groninger stated that if the bids come in under the estimates, the borough 
would have some money remaining.   She added that additional funds would be 
required for grass seed and handicapped curbing. 
 
Mrs. Groninger commended the council for their commitment to the street 
projects.  She stated that under the two street committee chairmen, Paul Bowersox 
and Don Troxell, this council will have completed the storm water project and the 
paving of Strawbridge Road, Fifth Street, Fourth Street, a portion of King Street, 
and Priestley Avenue in three years. 
 
The new gate has been installed at the recycling center.  The keys are in the 
borough office and will be distributed to the appropriate individuals. 
 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to transfer $19,741.60 to the General Contingency 
Fund and $10,966.86 to the Liberty Pool account.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  The transfer to the Liberty Pool account is money received 
toward the 2002 payroll from the Degenstein Foundation and PHEAA.  The 
money transferred to the General Contingency Fund is money designated for 
specific purposes.  Council received a breakdown of those items. Roll call - All 
ayes.  Motion passed 7-0.  

 
    Parks & Recreation 

• Mr. Carl stated that the committee has four vacancies.   
 
• He requested that the water be turned on at the pool. 
 
• He asked if the crew could cut the grass at the pool, until the pool hires the 

summer employees.  Mr. Fisher agreed to do so. 
 
• Mr. Carl has received one proposal for the sidewalk at the park.  It exceeds the 

amount budgeted for the walk.  Mr. Carl asked if the borough crew could remove 
the tree which is in the middle of the blacktop walkway (if its removal is 
approved by the Shade Tree Commission) and the blacktop.  A contractor could 
then be hired to install the walks.  Mrs. Groninger spoke with Ms. Weirick about 
having the Penn State Cooperative agent meet with the committee regarding the 
removal of the tree and take it down as soon as possible, if approved.  

 
• Mr. Carl learned that the Mid Atlantic Park and Playground Concepts, Inc. has a 

state contract for their equipment.  This means that the borough may purchase 
items from the company without having to obtain bids for the item.  Mr. Carl 
moved to approve the purchase of a slide apparatus for the pool, with the approval 
of the borough’s insurance carrier.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. 
Carl voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  The motion carried 6-1.  
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• Mr. Wolfe complimented Mr. Carl on the new red, white, and blue sign installed 
at the pool. 

 
    Personnel 

Mr. Ditton stated that the Personnel Committee is recommending that the Police 
Department be limited to five full-time positions.  He made a motion as such.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Chief Redington stated that if one 
part-time officer is elevated to full time, the remaining two part-time officers have 
full time positions elsewhere, and may not be able to work whenever needed.  He 
explained that the Civil Service list has been exhausted.  Therefore, the council 
would need to authorize the Civil Service Committee to begin the testing 
procedure.  Mr. Redington stated that this process requires approximately four 
months.  Roll call vote to limit the Police Department to five full-time positions 
was taken.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Shaffer, 
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted no.  The motion failed 3-4.  
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to hire the borough’s part-time officer, Mark Cassel, as a full-
time officer and to authorize the Civil Service Commission to begin the testing 
procedures for a list of part-time officers.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.    
Discussion.  Mr. Ditton stated that he would like to interview Mr. Cassel, before 
making the decision.  Mayor Brosius stated that she feels that the Police Chief is 
comfortable hiring Mr. Cassel as a full time officer.  Chief Redington agreed.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Personnel Committee met earlier this evening and 
is suggesting that the Personnel Committee interview Mr. Cassel before hiring 
him.  Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call vote to hire Mark Cassel as a full time 
officer and to authorize the Civil Service Commission to begin the testing 
procedures for a list of part-time officers.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Carl 
voted aye.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  
The motion failed with a vote of 3-4.    
 
Mrs. Groninger moved that upon the approval of the Personnel Committee, after 
an interview with Officer Cassel, the Council hire him as a full time police 
officer.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion. Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to contact the Civil Service Commission to begin the testing 
procedures for a new list of part-time officers.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote - All ayes.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 

   Property 
• Mrs. Groninger informed the council that s representative of the Penn State 

Cooperative Extension Urban Forester is recommending that the trees in the 
downtown district be monitored this growing season and has offered to evaluate 
them in the summer.  The Shade Tree Commission is in contact with him and will 
follow up on this recommendation.  Mrs. Groninger requested that a letter with 
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this information be sent to the resident who had requested that the trees be 
removed. 

 
• Mr. Bowersox stated that damage was done to the drain spouting at the Second 

Street School due to the heavy snowfall. The construction company will be 
contacted.  Snow guards for the building were ordered; but were not yet installed.  
Mr. Bowersox noted that the borough’s engineer had stated that snow guards were 
not necessary.   

                  
• Mr. Redington informed the council that the Second Street Committee contacted 

SEDA-COG to coordinate an internship for developing the capital campaign.  If 
possible, the borough may be able to obtain the student through the Degenstein 
program.  The representative from SEDA-COG has offered to explore other 
funding and expertise through the organization. 
 

• A meeting for the Pineknotter Park field lighting project is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 22, 2003 at 1:00 p.m. in the borough building. 
 

• Mr. Wolfe stated that the Shikellamy School Board has approved the borough 
applying for a grant to refurbish the tennis courts at the C.W. Rice building.  He is 
exploring the grant application information. 

  
 Public Safety 
• Mr. Shaffer stated that the Public Safety Committee met on April 2nd.  Committee 

members Paul Bowersox, Bryan Wolfe and Greg Shaffer were present.  Others 
present were Mayor Brosius and Chief Redington.  The Fire Department was not 
represented. 
 
The group discussed clarification of the EMA plan.  Also discussed were painting 
the lines on Duke Street with the street crew and fire police.   
 
The committee approved a motion to petition PennDOT to prohibit left hand turns 
at the intersection of Queen and Water Streets.  The committee also voted to 
request that PennDOT repair Front Street. 
 

• Mr. Shaffer moved that the borough notify PennDOT that they wish to prohibit 
left turns at the corners of Queen Street, where it intersects Route 11, and to 
prohibit left turns onto Queen Street from traffic traveling north on Route 11.  Mr. 
Schaffer stated it was a safety hazard due to the two southbound lanes on Route 
11.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  
Motion carried 7-0. 

 
• Mr. Shaffer made the motion to send a letter to PennDOT to repair Front Street 

from the borough line to King Street Park.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote - All ayes.  The motion carried 7-0. 
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• Brenda Snook has requested a handicapped parking space for 659 Duke Street.  
Mr. Schaffer stated that she should be notified that the borough cannot grant this 
request because no parking is permitted on Duke Street. 

 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2003-2.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the 
motion.  Ordinance 2003-2 amends the Borough Code with the International 
Building, Property and Maintenance, Electrical and Plumbing Codes replacing the 
BOCA Code.  This is the second reading of Ordinance 2003-2.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
Mrs. Groninger returned at 8:53 p.m. 
 

2. Mrs. Groninger stated that she has received a complaint from Mr. Bill 
Shellenberger about the lack of water pressure at his and his father’s residences.   

 
3. Point Township has requested that the council reconsider their decision not to 

rename Orange Street, from Eighth Street to Ninth Street, Cannery Road.  Mr. 
Schaffer stated he went out to look at the four houses aligned on the road since the 
last meeting and a Cannery Road sign is already in place.  He stated that since it 
makes for “uniformity”, it makes sense to have the addresses of these four 
borough houses renamed to Cannery Road, simply for alignment purposes. 
Discussion.  
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion that an Orange Street sign be posted at the corner of 
Eighth and Orange Streets in replace of the Cannery Road sign that is currently 
posted.  Discussion.  Mr. Shaffer withdrew his motion. 
 
Mayor Brosius suggested that the emergency personnel be notified that the name 
of the road is Orange Street in the borough, and Cannery Road in the township. 
  
Mr. Wolfe made the motion to rescind a motion of two weeks ago and rename 
Orange Street, from Eighth Street to Ninth Street, Cannery Road.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Schaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and 
Mr. Carl voted aye.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Ditton voted no.  
The motion carried 4-3. 

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Wolfe tabled the minutes of March 18, 2003. 
 
2. Mr. Carl made the motion to permit the American Red Cross to use the pool for 

the American Red Cross Water Safety/ Learn to Swim Program this season.    
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Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Schaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion 
carried 6-0. 

 
3. Keystone Municipal Insurance Plan is a voluntary plan offered to all borough 

employees and paid elected officials.  The borough would not contribute to the 
premiums.  Mr. Martin advised that no motion was required of the council.  
Borough employees will be informed of the plan and may elect to purchase the 
coverage. 

 
4. Mr. Schaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
Tuesday, May 6, 2003, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin Martin, 
Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul Ruane, 
Code Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Two members of the public were present. 
  
Public Comment 
No comment was offered. 
  
Opening of Bids 
    Curbing 

The bids for the curbing contract were opened and announced by Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to accept the bid of $27,135 from Wolyniec Construction, Williamsport, 
PA, pending approval of the borough engineer.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe 
voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  The motion carried 6-1. 

    Reclamation 
Mr. Wolfe opened and announced the bid for the Reclamation contract. Discussion.  The 
only bidder was received from E.J. Breneman.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the bid for Reclamation, 
pending clarification from Don Free.   

    Paving 
The bids for paving were opened and announced by Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Ditton made a 
motion to accept the low bid of $54, 950 from HRI, Inc., pending approval by Larson 
Design Group, Inc.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  The motion passed 7-0. 

 
Mr. Wolfe posed the question of what to do about the Reclamation contract since only 
one bid was submitted which is substantially higher than Don Free’s estimate.  Mr. 
Shaffer made a motion to accept the bid from E. J. Breneman of $36,543 for 
Reclamation, pending approval by Don Free and Larson Design Group, Inc.  Mr. Carl 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and 
Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion carried 5-2.    
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Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reminded the council of History Day, scheduled for May 10, 2003.  A 
representative of the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs will present a plaque to 
the borough to commemorate the Borough of Northumberland’s 175th anniversary of 
incorporation as a borough.   
 
Revitalization is ready to move on the Memorial Garden in the King Street Park, thanks 
to the people involved in getting the project ready by donating their time, equipment and 
material.  Mayor Brosius thanked those responsible for moving the Gettysburg Address 
from the Front Street end of the park to its present location behind the gazebo.  They 
include the borough crew, Vince Sheridan of Zartman Construction, Norman Koch of 
Sunbury Monument Co., and Ron Boyer of Boyer Machine Shop. 
 
Mayor Brosius brought to the Council, they Pineknotter Association’s request for 
approval of the use of the 2nd Street School playground for Kiddie Rides during 
Pineknotters’ Days.  The police would also like to use an area of the playground for some 
type of ride, pending approval by Pineknotters’ Days Committee. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made the motion to approve the use of 2nd St. School playground and Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.   
 

Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Lark requested that the Sewer Authority be informed of the pre-construction meeting 
for the street project this year.  Mr. Ruane stated that the finish coat on Fifth Street will 
not be completed until 2004. 
 

Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher informed the council that the crew has been using the paint sprayer and 
are pleased with the progress.  Mr. Wolfe asked why some of the lengths are different 
than prior paintings.  Mr. Fisher informed him that they are measuring the correct length 
of the curb to be painted. 

 
Mr. Ditton stated that the intersection at Front and Orange Streets has poor visibility due 
to a tree that is between the curb and sidewalk.  Mr. Bowersox moved to have the tree 
removed.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mrs. Groninger 
voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   

 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 

Mr. Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Office for the month of April.  The report 
is on file in the Borough Office. 

 
The engineering firm representing Branchview Development has informed Mr. Ruane 
that the development will abide by the borough’s stormwater ordinance.  He will provide 
Larson Design Group, Inc. with the stormwater plan for the development. 

  
Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Ruane about the extensions for the sidewalk improvements.  Mr. 
Ruane replied that property owners in the second ward must have their sidewalks 
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completed by October 31st of this year.  The property owners in the third ward may apply 
this year for an extension until October of 2004.  Residents in the first ward would have 
an extension until October 31, 2005, if requested.  

 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss personnel issues.  
The meeting was reconvened at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to accept a settlement, as proposed, regarding Edward Cope.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Mr. Troxell stated that the American Water Company has sent a letter to the borough, 
with the information of a water rate increase.  Mr. Shaffer recommended the borough 
oppose the rate increase, since the water company has failed to have a generator available 
to rectify the lack of water pressure to the residences on the hill in the event of power 
failure.  He would like to file a formal complaint to the PUC.  He said a portable unit is 
not satisfactory.  Mr. Shaffer made the motion, seconded by Mrs. Groninger to file a 
formal complaint to the Public Utility Commission regarding the American Water 
Company’s failure to supply a generator.  Discussion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion 
carried 7-0. 

 
Mrs. Groninger had returned at 8:23 p.m. 
 

Mr. Shaffer made a motion to file an opposition to the American Water Company’s 
proposed rate increase to the Public Utility Commission.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
Mr. Wolfe made mention of the letter from Penn DOT and how quickly they had moved 
on the matter of the “no left turn” sign for the intersection at Queen and Water Streets. He 
referred to the Council Meeting of the April 15th where the issue has been brought up.  
After much discussion, Mr. Shaffer moved to approve Penn DOT’s diagram of 4-23-03.  
Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, 
Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Troxell and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  The 
motion carried 5-2. 

. 
    Finance 

The Finance Committee will be meeting with Bob Naginey, of Pfeiffer-Naginey 
Insurance, Inc.  The meeting has not been scheduled yet. 

 
    Parks & Recreation 

The Parks and Recreation Committee will be meeting on May 6, 2003. 
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Mr. Carl stated that the addition insurance cost for the general liability for the water 
slides would be approximately $350 for the season.  The purchase of the slides had been 
approved at a prior meeting, pending the availability of the insurance coverage. 
 
Mr. Carl stated that there is a leak in an underground pipe between the pit in the parking 
lot and the pool building.  It has been determined that the leak is approximately 10 feet 
from the pit.  He is requesting that the street crew repair the pipe.  They had repaired a 
pipe to the Kiwanis Building several years ago.  Council approved that the crew repair 
the pipe. 
 
Mr. Carl has received several proposals for the new sidewalks in the park.  He is waiting 
for a few other quotes.   
 
The Improvement Committee has completed their work on the gazebo in the King Street 
Park.  Mr. Sam Wolfe has volunteered to examine the electrical wires and will make the 
necessary repairs.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough needs to see what else should be 
done and budget for those repairs for 2004. 
 

    Personnel 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich has resigned from the Planning Commission.  Mr. Wolfe moved to 
accept her resignation, with regret, and to advertise the opening.  Mr. Bowersox seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Mr. Ditton stated that the Personnel Committee has met with Mark Cassel.  Mr. Ditton 
moved to hire Mark Cassel as a full-time police officer, immediately, as recommended by 
the Personnel Committee.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Motion carried 7-0. 
 

    Property 
 Sidewalks 

Snow guards at Second Street School are to be installed once the outside temperature is at 
least 50 degrees.  The construction company is aware that damage has occurred to the 
spouting due to the heavy snow this winter and plans to repair it. 

 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the Fire Police Schedule as submitted and to 
permit the Mayor to approve any additional dates that may arise.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
Old Business 

1. Pineknotter Park Ballfield: 
A Change Order, received the 23rd of April, was tabled because the contractor is sending 
a revised change order. 
 
A preconstruction meeting for the ballfield lighting project was held on April 23, 2003.  
The minutes of this meeting are on file in the Borough Office. 
 

2. Mrs. Groninger made a motion that the borough council not approves any more 
handicapped parking spaces.  Those that are already in place and those that are required 
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by law in parking lots are permitted.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Shaffer, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed to carry 3-4. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton made the motion to provide a handicapped parking space on Ropewalk 

Avenue as requested by Brenda Snook.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll Call 
vote.  Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed to carry with a vote of 2-5. 

 
Mr. Carl left the meeting at 9:05 p.m. 
 

New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer made the motion to accept the minutes of March 18, April 1, & April 15, 
2003.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call 

vote - All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $12,668.44.  The Liberty Pool bills total $1,031.58.  A bill from K & N Electric, Inc. 
as part of the ballfield lighting contract for Pineknotter Park for $12,193.00 was also 
approved as part of this motion. 

 
3. Resolution H-2003 provides for the designation of an agent of the borough to be 

authorized to execute all forms and documents for financial assistance due to the 
President's Day Snowstorm, as stipulated under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the Borough Secretary, 
Janice Bowman, be designated as the borough’s agent and that the Solicitor should sign 
the Certification to verify that council approved the resolution.  Mr. Bowersox seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
4. SUN Home Health Services has requested permission to hold a Chicken BBQ & Bake 

Sale in King Street Park on August 9, 2003.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the 
request; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.  
It was requested they remove their garbage from the park at the conclusion of the event. 

 
5. Mr. Ditton asked about the letter from the VFW for police assistance for the Memorial 

Day Parade.  Chief Redington stated that the police department will work with the VFW 
as requested. 

 
6. Mrs. Groninger asked if the council is aware that the street crew is picking up the 

library’s garbage on a regular basis.  Council members were unaware of this practice and 
felt that the borough cannot continue to provide this service to the library.   

 
7. Mayor Brosius asked what action could be taken on the complaint received from Mr. 

Cam Shaffer about the poor condition of Sheetz Avenue from Water Street to Priestley 
Avenue.  Mr. Troxell will see what can be done to remedy the situation. 
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8. Mr. Wolfe stated that he and Randy Yoxheimer, Chairman of the Point Township Board 
of Supervisors, met to discuss the recycling program.  They are exploring the idea of the 
purchasing recycling containers and putting them out to be manned at certain times by 
volunteers.  The borough and township would each contribute to the fund.  Suggested 
amounts were $2,500 to $3,000. This money would be distributed on a quarterly or yearly 
basis to the volunteer groups that man the sites.  All recyclable items would be included.  
No sorting would be required of the volunteers, since each type of recyclable would be 
placed in separate bins.  The bins would then be picked up by Lycoming County.  
Discussion.  No action was taken at this time.  

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
 
 

           



 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
Monday, May 19, 2003 

7:00 PM 
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin Martin, Solicitor, 
Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul Ruane, Code Officer, 
and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
Mr. Don Troxell, councilmember, arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Five members of the public were present. 
 
Public Comment 

Mr. Wolfe explained that he had received comments from residents who were concerned 
about the new housing development being planned for Point Township.  Mr. Wolfe spoke 
to Mr. Monte Peters, Point Township Supervisor, who said that if the borough received 
many questions, he would plan for the developer to meet with borough residents.  
Although the area is in Point Township, it is close to the borough line.  The residents’ 
concern was the type of facility that is to be built. Mr. Bowersox stated that wetlands 
exist in this area.  

  
Mayor's Report 

• Mayor Brosius read the Certificate of Appreciation, which was presented on History Day, 
May 10th, 2003, in the King Street Park to commemorate Northumberland’s 175th 
anniversary as a borough: 

 
“Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs 

Certificate of Appreciation 
is presented to 

Borough of Northumberland 
On the Occasion of the 175th Anniversary as a Borough 

in the County of Northumberland, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
PSAB Extends Best Wishes for Continued Success and a Prosperous Future.   

May, 2003.” 
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• The Revitalization Committee presented the borough with a ceramic crock, also 
commemorating the 175th anniversary.  Other similar crocks were popular items sold on 
History Day.  However, the borough’s crock is one of a kind. 

 
• Student volunteers from Susquehanna University will be available in August for one day 

to work on a municipal project.  These projects will be done rain or shine if anyone is 
interested in using the volunteers.   

 
• The Memorial Day Parade will form at the King Street Park at 10:00 a.m. and move at 

10:30 a.m. 
 

• The Civil Service Commission has met and will be advertising for part-time police 
officers. 

 
The Mayor’s report is on file in the borough office. 
 
Karen Nogle – History Day Report & King Street Park Memorial Garden Update 
Mrs. Nogle reported that the History Day Committee raised approximately $1,100 during the 
one-day event.  She thanked the volunteers, the street crew, fire police, and No. 1 Fire 
Department for their participation.   
 
The committee has begun preparations for History Day 2004 and expects to double the 
participation with the number of booths.  The History Day Committee will be meeting on June 
23rd in the Borough Building.  Mrs. Nogle said that the committee would welcome new 
volunteers to help plan the event and also volunteers interested in assisting just on History Day.    
 
Mrs. Nogle added that the committee is tentatively planning to schedule History Day on the 
Saturday of the second weekend of May each year, meaning that the event would be held on May 
8th in 2004. 
 
The King Street Park Memorial Garden has been started.  The committee hopes to have much of 
the work completed by June. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Mrs. Groninger asked if the residents have been contacted about the Sewer Authority’s plan for 
new laterals on Queen Street. 
 
Ms. Cindy Lark replied that the letters for residents on several other streets where new laterals 
are to be installed have been sent out.  The remaining letters for those residents on Queen Street 
were mailed today.  Ms. Lark explained that the residents will have the option to make payments 
of $40 per month for two years for the costs.  No interest is charged.  Once the laterals are 
completed, the residents are responsible for the lateral from the house to the curb, and the Sewer 
Authority assumes responsibility for the lateral from the curb to the main line.  Currently, 
residents are responsible for the lateral from their house to the sewer main.  The laterals to be 
installed are 6-inch laterals.  
[Note:  The dollar amount of the payments was clarified at the June 3, 2003 council meeting.  
The residents will not be billed until the project is complete and final payment is made to the 
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contractor.  Payments may be as low as $42 per month with a final payment of $34 for a two 
year period.] 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher stated that the crew has been working at Pineknotter Park.  
He has contacted Jon Apple (Fire Police) about directing traffic while the crew paints the lines 
on Duke Street.  They are considering scheduling the work for a Saturday morning. Mr. Fishers 
stated the painting would probably take a day.  Mrs. Groninger asked if a police car could be 
parked at the other end of the work area.  Mr. Redington stated that the police had assisted the 
last time the painting was done on Duke Street.  Mr. Fisher asked if the crew could take time off 
during the week, and work on Saturday.  Mr. Wolfe informed him that the scheduling was up to 
his (Mr. Fisher’s) discretion.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane reported that several residents have been contacted about cutting their grass.  He 
explained the process that is necessary before the borough crew may cut the grass and charge the 
property owner for the borough’s labor.  Discussion ensued in reference to the cutting of grass 
when the resident does not respond. 
 
Mr. Ruane reported that rats have been seen at a property on Duke Street.  He and the Health 
Officer have been to the property and are working on the situation.   
[Note:  The address of the property is 124 Duke Street.  Council requested at the June 3, 2003 
meeting that the property address be specified in the minutes.] 
 
Council discussed grass being blown into the streets.  An ordinance was adopted last year to 
eliminate this problem so the storm sewers do not become obstructed.   
 
Mr. Ruane’s report is on file in the borough office. 
  
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss personnel and legal 
issues. The meeting was reconvened at 7:55 p.m. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Mr. Troxell announced that the contracts for Fifth Street are being reviewed.  The storm 
water project on Fifth Street and Brickyard Avenue was examined last Wednesday with 
the contractor and the engineer.  The necessary repairs have been agreed upon.    

  
 The gas company will be repairing the failure on Priestley Avenue.   
 
    Finance 

The short-term loan with SUN Bank is being repaid in full.  [Note:  The loan was repaid 
on May 20, 2003.] 

 
The Finance Committee will be scheduling meetings for budget preparation beginning in 
July.   
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The committee will meet on May 21, 2003 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss insurances. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
 The committee currently has several vacancies. 

Mr. Carl moved to reappoint Angie Fegley to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion. Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Mr. Carl moved to appoint Jason Guffrey to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mr. 
Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Guffrey is to be appointed to the 
longest available term.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Mr. Carl moved to appoint Kim Lenker to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
(Note:  All three terms will run until May 31, 2006.  Currently, the Parks and Recreation 
Committee has two vacancies with terms expiring on May 31, 2004.) 
 
Mr. Carl presented three quotes for concrete walks in the King Street Park.  Mr. Shaffer 
moved to hire Herrold and Son, providing he has insurance coverage, to perform the 
work.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The Revitalization Committee has 
offered to pay the difference toward the price of the walkway because this is the 
contractor who is also doing the concrete work at the end of the park.  Mr. Shaffer and 
Mr. Troxell amended their motion and second to reflect this contribution to the cost.  Roll 
call vote: Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger 
voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
Mr. Carl explained that the number of lifeguards paid through the PHEAA/ Degenstein 
program has decreased from last year. Mr. Carl made a motion to accept a proposed 
payment plan for admission to the pool to help off-set the cost of another employee.  The 
cost would be $4.00, general admission with the slide, and $3.00 without the use of the 
slide.  This motion amends the borough’s fee schedule and is Resolution I-2003.  
Wristbands would be provided each day to those who purchase admission with the slide.  
The wrist bands would cost $35.00 per one thousand.  The color of the wristbands would 
vary each day.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion. Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion 
carried 7-0. 

 
    Personnel 

The Police Negotiating Committee scheduled a closed meeting for May 27, 2003 at 6:30 
p.m.  An additional meeting was scheduled for June 10th at 6:30 p.m. to meet with the 
police for the first negotiating session.   This meeting is also closed to the public.  
  
The first meeting of the council committee to negotiate the Teamster’s contract is 
scheduled for June 24, 2003 at 6:30. 
  

    Property 
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• The committee feels that the Street Supervisor should have a cell phone.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved to obtain a Nextel cell phone for Mr. Fisher.  Mr. Troxell seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
• The tree in the park that is to be removed is too tall for the street crew to cut down.  The 

Shade Tree Commission has agreed that it should be cut down.  Mrs. Groninger moved 
to have the tree which is in front of the Gazebo removed by a professional, as soon as 
possible.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion 
carried 7-0. 

 
• Mrs. Groninger suggested that the council should approach Larson Design Group, Inc. 

about the lack of the snow guards at the Second Street School building and the damage 
that occurred due to this omission in the design of the roof.  Mr. Carl made a motion to 
send a letter to Larson Design Group, Inc. providing them with this information.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Shaffer asked if the specifications for the vehicle for the Fire Department have been 
received from Mr. Crebs.  He was told that they had not.  He requested that Mr. Crebs be 
sent an email to forward the specifications to the Police Chief as soon as possible. 

   
Council discussed the problems created by skateboards, skates, etc. in the King Street 
Park.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to forbid scooters, skateboards, skates, bikes and in-line 
skates in King Street Park.  Mr. Wolfe stated the Solicitor would then draft an ordinance 
forbidding the use of these in the Park.   Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: 
Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. 
Troxell and Mr. Carl voted no.  Motion carried 5-2.  
 
Mrs. Brosius asked what she is to tell the people who bought benches and plaques in the 
Park that have been stolen or broken.  It was suggested this would come under the 
heading of a criminal act.  No action was taken at this time. 

  
Old Business 

1. Pineknotter Park Ballfield  
Mr. Wolfe made the motion to accept the change order in the amount of $1,794.00 for 
Hepco Construction.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted no.  Motion carried 4-3. 

 
Mr. Schaffer made a motion to accept K & N Electric’s change order for $80.00. Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Ditton, 
and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted no.  
Motion carried 4-3.   

 
2. The first reading of Ordinance 2003-3 was conducted.  The ordinance was corrected to 

permit “right turns only” from Queen Street onto Water Street.  Mr. Bowersox made a 
motion to accept Ordinance 2003-3.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  
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Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; 
Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion carried 6-1.  A second reading of Ordinance 2003-3 
will be conducted on June 3rd. 

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes of May 6, 2003.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe requested that typographical errors on page five be 
corrected to the final copy.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.  

 
2. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  The bill from Martin Limestone, Inc. will not be paid at this time because it 
is not known if this bill is to be paid with funds in the Donations Account or paid for by 
one of the baseball organizations.  The roll call vote to pay all other bills presented was 
approved unanimously.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total $20,167.03.  
Bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool account total $14,003.31.  Bills to be paid from the 
Pineknotter Park light grant total $2,946.72. 

 
3. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve a request from the Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library to 

use the King Street Park on Oct. 18, 2003, for the annual Chicken-Chili Festival and to 
prohibit traffic on King Street, between the library and the park from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. A representative of the Pennsylvania American Water Company relayed the information 

that the company is planning to install a water tower on the hill to eliminate the problem 
of the lack of water pressure.  The location has not yet been determined, but the company 
hopes to have the tank constructed by next year. 

   
5. Mr. Wolfe announced that articles for the Pineknotter Days’ Newsletter are due May 30, 

2003.  The newsletter will be distributed by the last week in June. 
 

6. Mayor Brosius announced that the proofs of the photo of the borough officials have been 
received.  Anyone who wishes to order a photo may do so.  Mayor Brosius has the price 
list.   

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
June 3, 2003 

7:00 PM 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mrs. Judith Groninger offered an Invocation in 
the absence of Mayor Gretchen Brosius.   
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, 
Greg Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin Martin, 
Borough Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Four visitors were present. 
  
Public Comment 
No comments were offered from the public in attendance. 
   
Mayor's Report 

Mayor Brosius is on vacation so her report was read by Mr. Ditton.  He stated the 
Revitalization Committee is moving ahead in the King Street Park.  A “Kids 
Krafty Korner” will be held again this year on Wednesday mornings from 9:00 to 
11:30 starting June 11, 2003.  Registration forms are available in the borough 
office.  Susquehanna students will be available on August 19, 2003 to volunteer 
time for a project in the borough.  

 
  
Sewer Authority Report  

Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the plans for the sewer project are underway and 
should begin shortly.  She reported that the construction company would clean the 
streets every night after completing work for the day.  Mr. Ditton asked if the 
Sewer Authority received many comments from the residents about the new 
sewer line being installed.  She replied that she has received more positive 
comments than negative ones.  Mrs. Groninger asked what the payment amounts 
would actually be since it was reported in the minutes that the payments would be 
$40 a month for two years.  That number totals $960.  The cost to each resident 
was stated to be $1,000.  Ms. Lark replied that she may have stated that the 
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payments would be approximately $40 per month.  The actual payments are $42 
per month for the first twenty-three months, with a final payment of $34.00. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked when the authority plans to replace the manholes on Strawbridge 
Road.  Ms. Lark replied that the authority has the risers and will be installing 
them at a convenient time.  She also stated they will need to have another party do 
the patching after the covers are installed.  Mr. Wolfe expressed concern for the 
period of time it has been for the manholes to be corrected.  

 
Mr. Carl arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Public Works Department Report 

Mr. Nate Fisher reported that the Street Crew has been busy at Pineknotter Park, 
King Street Park, and is scheduled to repair the water line at the pool.  Mr. Fisher 
stated the King Street Park work (the removal of the trees and concrete 
installation) should be completed by June 14th.  Mr. Ditton asked what happened 
to the bucket truck.  The windshield was broken when a tree limb fell on it at 
Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Wolfe stated approval had been given for a new truck and 
advised that the committee and Mr. Fisher should decide on a purchase. 
 

Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
  Mr. Paul Ruane gave his report for the month of May.  The report is on file in the   
 Borough Office.   
 

He reported that the Street Crew cut the lawn at a property on Prince Street.  The 
owner of the property is a mortgage company in California.  A bill for the crew’s 
time and materials will be filed for payment.  Discussion. 
 
Mr. Ruane informed the council that two property owners have a dispute about 
cutting down a tree, which is on the property line.  The sidewalks at the properties 
need to be replaced.  One property owner is willing to pay for half the cost to 
remove the tree, the other is not.   
 
Mr. Bowersox made a motion to inform the property owners at 232-234 Orange 
Street that they are to share the cost of cutting down the tree.  If not done by the 
property owners, the borough will have it removed and bill each property owner 
one half the costs.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Mr. Ruane was inspecting a backfill on Orange Street and noticed that a storm 
sewer pipe may be broken.  He feels that the pipe in this block should be 
televised.  Discussion.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked about the property owned by Mr. Mull on Orange Street.  The 
sidewalks had been dug up and the property owner moved out. Mr. Wolfe stated 
that this is a safety issue.  Mr. Ruane is preparing a certified letter to the property 
owner.     
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Mr. Wolfe reviewed the law that was passed by the council that the property 
owners in the third ward have until July 1, 2003 to apply for an extension.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that some of the property owners are not aware of whether or not 
their sidewalks need replaced.  Mr. Ruane stated his assistant who is to come in 2 
weeks, will be inspecting sidewalks in the third ward and notifying property 
owners which walks need to be replaced.  Mr. Ruane added that once the deadline 
to replace or repair sidewalks has passed, the Code Office will see that a citation 
for compliance with the sidewalk ordinance is filed with the District Justice.  
Atty. Martin stated that property owners have appeals rights through the District 
Justice office.  The issue does not come before the borough’s Appeal Board. 
 

Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 for an Executive Session and reconvened at 
8:00 p.m.  Personnel and litigation issues were discussed.  No action was taken on 
the issues discussed in the meeting. 

  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Mr. Troxell reported that the COG is interested in knowing what equipment each 
municipality owns that they would be willing to loan to another municipality.  
Council requested that Mr. Fisher compile a list. 
Fifth Street Project: 
Mr. Troxell made a motion that the Reclamation project be rebid.  Mr. Shaffer 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion 
passed 6-1. 
 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he would have a 2004 Budget Meeting schedule available at 
the next council meeting. 
The Finance Committee met with Mr. Robert Naginey of Keystone Insurance 
Company. Mr. Wolfe stated that if there were any questions the “door was open” 
for the insurance company to give answers.  Mrs. Groninger asked if citizens who 
ride with the police are covered by the borough’s insurance.  Mr. Ditton explained 
that if someone is in the vehicle because they are in custody or being provided a 
service by the police, or if a member of council or the Mayor is in the car, they are 
covered by the insurance.  Any private citizen who is not either in custody or in 
need of a service from the officer, would not be covered by the borough’s 
insurance. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
• Mr. Carl stated that the pool is scheduled to open tomorrow at 4:00 p.m.  

A flyer has been prepared with the schedule of activities.  The slides are 
postponed one week.  They will be shipped June 9th and should be 
installed by June 15th.  The prices for the Season Passes are the same as 
the past year. He also mentioned that there are twice as many fun events 
planned for this year as there was for last year.  
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• Mr. Carl mentioned that the Soap Box Race is coming up very shortly. 
• Mr. Carl would like four volunteers to each design and construct a room 

for the Haunted House.  Materials will be provided.  He said he would 
need responsible people that are “safe but crazy.” 

 
    Personnel 

Mr. Ditton stated that the Teamsters Union had filed a grievance with the 
Borough that they say was “ignored”.  Mr. Martin replied that he had spoken with 
Mr. Hartman, of the Teamsters Union, and a meeting is scheduled to discuss the 
issue. 
  

    Property 
 No report.  
 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Shaffer stated that the Fire Department has not responded with their order for 
a truck that may be obtained through a special program for $1.00.  Chief 
Redington was going to apply for a vehicle for the Fire Department, along with a 
new police cruiser.  Mr. Shaffer said at this point they should not worry about the 
truck and place an order for the cruiser.  He added that an e-mail was sent to the 
Fire Department which was not acknowledged. Chief Redington was given the 
go-ahead to apply for a police vehicle. 

 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to send a letter to PennDOT in reference to the 
rockslides on Route 11, along Blue Hill.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion. Roll 
call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

   
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe postponed the second reading of Ordinance 2003-3 because Mayor 
Brosius will be out of town for more than the ten days allotted for her veto. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe postponed the first reading of Ordinance 2003-4. 
 

Parks and Recreation – additional item 
Mr. Carl stated that he has had the locks changed at the pool.  Nate Fisher and Mr. 
Carl are the only people permitted to have additional keys made.  Keys are in the 
Borough Office. 

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of May 19, 2003.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote - all ayes.  Motion passed 7-0.  Several 
items are to be clarified.  The Sewer Authority is charging each property owner 
$1,000 to replace the laterals.  The property owners will not be billed until the 
project is complete and final payment is made to the contractor.  The payments 
may be as low as $42 per month, with a final payment of $34, over a two year 
period.  The minutes of May 19, 2003 state that rats have been sited at a property 
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on Duke Street.  The address of this property is 124 Duke Street.  The property 
owner has been contacted to hire an exterminator.  The Code Enforcement and 
Health Officers are working together to have the problem resolved. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion. 

Roll call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. 
Groninger voted aye; Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Shaffer voted nay.  The motion carried 
5-2.  The Martin Limestone bill is to be included.  The additional money to pay 
for this bill is to come from the Donation Account (for the ballfield lights) and the 
account is to be reimbursed once collected by the Pineknotter Park Ballfield 
Committee.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total $3,345.41; the bills 
to be paid from the Liberty Pool account total $1,056.01; and the Pineknotter Park 
Ballfield bills total $19,415.77.   

 
3. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve transfers totaling $515.94 for payroll from the 

Liberty Pool Account to the General Fund.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  

 
4. Mr. Shaffer moved to submit the Dare Grant for $2,092.00 for 2004.  Mrs. 

Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
5. Mr. Ditton moved to donate $50 to the Big Brothers/ Big Sisters organization.  

Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mrs. Groninger 
voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
6. Mr. Ditton reviewed a memo concerning PennDOT’s proposal to alleviate truck 

traffic at the intersection of Water and King Streets.  PennDOT had been 
contacted by Jeff Persing, the property owner at the southeast corner of this 
intersection, regarding traffic going over the curb when turning right onto King 
Street.  PennDOT plans to install two signs.  One will be on Duke Street stating 
that truck traffic to 147 South and 61 South should turn right on Route 11 South, 
directing the truck traffic to Shamokin Dam and the bridge to Sunbury.  A second 
sign is to be erected on Water Street, informing truck drivers to make a wide turn 
onto Route 147 South.  PennDOT may install new sidewalks at the corner of the 
Persing property.  They would be heavier than the normal 4 inches of concrete.  
No action was required of the council. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn and the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
June 17, 2003, 7:00 PM 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Donald Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Paul Bowersox, Gregory 
Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, and Gregory Shaffer.  Others present were Robin Martin, 
Solicitor, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, 
Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
Three visitors were present. 
  
Public Comment 
Mr. Matthew Markunas, a resident of 245 Madison Avenue, addressed the council about 
Madison Avenue.  He stated that Madison Avenue does not have paved shoulders along 
the roadway.  He explained that residents are installing driveways, and are extending 
them to the roadway.  He asked if the borough plans to pave the berms, once the 
development is complete; or if his business, Meckley Limestone, may have permission to 
pave the berms, at a cost to the residents who elect to do so.  Mr. Troxell stated that Mr. 
Roy Moyer and Ms. Jennifer Apple, residents on Jefferson Street, have paved the berms 
in front of their homes and that the borough has accepted the streets in the Branchview 
Development, as is.  Mr. Wolfe questioned why the borough would not pave the berms.  
He asked what would happen if some owners have their berms paved and others do not.  
Mr. Markunas also stated that the driveways being extended to the street and the drop 
along the sides of the street could cause damage to the snowplows.  Mr. Michael Hubicki, 
another resident on Madison Avenue, added that while he and the Markunas’s live on a 
straight section of the roadway, there is erosion on other properties.  Mr. Markunas stated 
that he believes that the contractor should have completed the berms before the borough 
took over the street.  Mr. Wolfe stated there are no plans to undertake this project right 
now.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion that berms be installed in the Branchview Phase III 
development by 2004.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton 
voiced opposition to this action, stating that a study should be completed to determine the 
cost of the project before action is taken.  Mr. Bowersox withdrew his second.  Mr. Wolfe 
withdrew his motion and requested that the Street Committee to explore the request.  Mr. 
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Troxell stated that the committee would review the situation; however, the street money 
for 2003 has been allocated for specific street projects.  Mr. Markunas offered to have his 
estimator provide the borough with an estimate of the amount of material required to 
pave the berm.  The offer was accepted with the council’s appreciation. 
 
Mr. Markunas also commented about the pond in King Street Park.  He has heard 
criticism about the cost of the project and suggested that the council inform the residents 
that donations have paid for the pond.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough newsletter will 
be mailed next week and information about the pond is included in the newsletter.      
 
Mr. Troxell scheduled a Street Committee meeting for July 16th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Troxell stated that as long as the residents maintaining the present slope of the berm 
along the streets, it would probably be okay to pave the berms at their properties.    
 
Mr. Markunas mentioned that people have been dumping in the vacant lots in the 
development.  Clean fill is wanted; however, garbage is being dumped there in addition 
to clean fill.  The developers are trying to monitor what is being placed there; but they 
cannot be present at all times.   
   
Mayor's Report 

• The Kiwanis Club has generously donated $500 for repairs to the gazebo. 
 
• The Police Chief’s report has been distributed to the council. 
 
• The mayor received a complaint about a sign that has been temporarily erected in 

the tree line at the corner of Duke and Fifth Streets.  Mayor Brosius would like 
the council to consider restrictions regarding signs.  

 
• Several residents are concerned about their sidewalks being damaged by the 

contractor working on the new sewer line.  Ms. Lark stated that any sidewalks 
removed or damaged by the contractor would be replaced.   

 
• Mayor Brosius has received another complaint about the Herlinger property.  

Atty. Martin advised that there is a procedure to follow in condemning the 
property.  Mr. Herlinger is in a nursing home and he refuses to sell the property.  
A car sets behind the property.   

 
Mr. Carl made a motion to explore how to condemn the David Herlinger property, 
either through the county or the borough.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

• Mayor Brosius requested that Mr. Ruane check into the property in the 600 block 
of Duke Street that is being dismantled.  Mr. Ruane will do so. 
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• The Soap Box Race Committee is requesting donations for their bake sale on June 
28th, and Pineknotter Days is also accepting donations for the cake wheel during 
the Pineknotter Days celebration. 

 
• The Revitalization Committee will be planting in the park on Saturday.  

Volunteers are welcome to participate.   
 

• Council members will be helping to man one of the stands at Pineknotter Days. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Lark asked if the intersection at Fifth and Orange Streets is being paved this year.  
She was informed that Fifth Street is being paved from Queen Street to Prince Street.   
Ms. Lark stated that Doley Construction is doing the construction work on Queen Street.  
The Sewer Authority held a job conference on Monday and the issues have been 
resolved.  Mr. Ditton asked if the paving that was dug up on Queen Street by the 
contractor’s equipment would be repaired.  Ms. Lark stated that they are required to 
repair anything that is torn up.  
 
Public Works Department Report 
A resident on Woodrow Avenue requested that a “No Outlet” sign be placed at the corner 
of Woodrow and Lincoln Street.   
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to put a “No Outlet” sign up at the stated location.  Mr. Carl 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.  
 
Mr. Wolfe asked when the painting of the curbing would be completed.  Mr. Fisher stated 
that they would be completing the work within the next few weeks.  
 
Mr. Ditton commended the crew for the work that they have done in the park.  Mr. Fisher 
stated that the grass is now growing where it had been seeded. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
 Mr. Ruane reported that Mr. Jim Tamecki has begun work and is spray-painting 
sidewalks in the Third Ward that need to be repaired or replaced. 
 
The water company’s work on Orange Street is done and paving will be started if the 
weather cooperates.   
 
Mr. Shaffer reported there are potholes on Elliott Drive that need attention.  
 
It was suggested that should any contractor have extra paving material, it could be spread 
on Sheetz Avenue between Priestley Avenue and Water Street.  Mayor Brosius stated this 
area is a priority.   
 
Mr. Ruane stated that a light needs to be installed at the end of the park for the flag.   
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Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:50 p.m. to discuss personnel 
and litigation issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:00 p.m. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

• Fifth Street Project 
Mr. Troxell stated that the committee met with the curbing contractor yesterday.  
Eight trees will need to be removed on Fifth Street by a professional; the street 
crew can remove one tree.  Mayor Brosius asked if trees would be planted to 
replace those that are removed.  Mr. Troxell stated that another species of tree 
should be planted. He stated Pin Oak trees should not be planted because they 
grow entirely too large.  The borough needs to obtain quotes to have the trees 
removed.   
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to obtain quotes to remove eight trees on the east side 
of Fifth Street. The price is to include tree removal and stump grinding.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

• Duke Street Traffic Study  
Penn DOT representatives and Bucknell professor Richard McGuiness met with 
council members and Chief Redington to consider options for pedestrian 
crossings on Duke Street.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to appoint Chief Redington, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. 
Steve Mertz to the committee.   Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.  The Mayor or Chief of Police will contact Mr. 
Mertz and ask him to serve. 
 

• Orange Street 
Mr. Troxell explained the emergency repair work that needed to be done to the 
storm pipe on Orange Street.  A blockage in the pipe created a clogged storm 
sewer.  Mr. Troxell stated that the pipe had originally been broken by a sub 
contractor for Verizon; and was not repaired properly.  Pictures of the damage are 
on file in the borough office.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to notify Verizon of the damage and assess them for the 
repairs.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion 
carried 6-0. 
  

• Penn Street 
Mr. Fisher contacted Mr. Troxell about a problem with the pipe on Penn Street.  
The street crew will install a new pipe.   
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• Liberty Splashland 
The water leak at the swimming pool was discussed.  The leak was not at the 
location where the water company originally believed it to be.  The water 
company will be contacted to help locate the leak.   
 
 

    Finance 
 The committee has scheduled a meeting for July 30th at 6:30 p.m. 
  
    Parks & Recreation 

• The committee meets on Thursday, June 19th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
• The slides are being installed at the pool.   
 
• The committee currently has two vacancies and is seeking volunteers to serve. 
 
• Mr. Carl explained that the handicapped ramp was removed from the pool two 

years ago when concrete steps were built at the low end of the pool.  The 
Selinsgrove Pool would like to purchase the ramp.  Council discussed the fact that 
the ramp should be advertised and sold to the highest bidder.   

 
Mr. Carl made a motion to put the ramp out for bid with a minimum to be 
established by the Parks and Recreation Committee on Thursday.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  Motion 
passed 5-1. 

 
    Personnel 

• The negotiating committee has met with the police to discuss the contract. 
 
• Mr. William Roll has sent a letter to the council regarding the regulations of the 

Civil Service Commission.  Mr. Ditton requested that council members review the 
regulations for the July 15th meeting. 
 

    Property 
Recycling  
Mr. Wolfe suggested that a letter be sent to the Recycling committee members, 
requesting they attend the next council meeting, and determine if the borough 
should hire someone to work part-time at the center since it is not always opened 
at the times designated.  Mr. Shaffer asked if the council would entertain the 
possibility of a private enterprise taking the recycling center over.  The council 
will discuss all options at the July 15th council meeting. 
 

    Public Safety 
 No report. 
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Old Business  
1. Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2003-3.  This ordinance 

establishes right hand turns only on Queen Street at Water Street.  Mr. Shaffer 
made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2003-3; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.  Flashing lights have been installed by 
Penn DOT at the left turn signs on Water Street to attract the motorists’ attention 
to the signs. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2003-4.  This ordinance 

prohibits skateboards, online skates, roller skates, scooters in King Street Park and 
the downtown streets.  Mr. Shaffer noted that “memorial benches” have been 
purchased for the Park and the benches are being destroyed by individuals on 
skates or skateboards.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2003-4; 
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed 6-
0. 

 
3. A draft of Ordinance 2003-5 was reviewed. This ordinance amends the zoning 

ordinance, allowing for car washes as a special exemption in areas zoned R-2.  A 
hearing must be scheduled for this issue.  Mr. Wolfe stated a date will be 
determined. 

 
4. Mr. Ditton announced that Mr. Ruane has successfully completed the required 

examination for issuance of the Residential Building Inspector certificate.  The 
council congratulated Mr. Ruane on this accomplishment. 
 

5. The water company has asked if the borough would like a fire hydrant added 
where new pipe is being installed in the Emmanuel Home Development.  
Discussion.  Mr. Troxell made a motion that if the land is developed by 
Emmanuel Homes, and a hydrant is need, the development must install the 
hydrant.  Mr. Bowersox seconded.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
 New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of June 3, 2003.  Mr. Troxell seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. The 

motion includes $285.00 for expenses and petty cash for the Soapbox Race from 
the Parks and Recreation fund.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.   

 
Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $28,407.67; the Liberty Pool account 
bills total $17,089.46; and the Parks and Recreation account bills total $285.00.  
Pineknotter Park ballfield bills to be paid with DCNR grant funds total 
$58,883.40.   
 

3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to transfer money from the Liberty Pool Account to 
the General Fund for the Liberty Pool payroll.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
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Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously.  The amount to be 
transferred is $1,195.94 for payroll checks dated June 6 and June 13, 2003. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe announced that the borough is seeking volunteers for the Planning 

Commission and the Appeals Board.   
 

5. A Special Council Meeting will be held on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. to open the bids 
for the reclamation project on Fifth Street. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
 



 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland 
Special Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
June 19, 2003, 6:00 PM 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Donald Troxell, and 
Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Lawrence Redington, Chief of 
Police, and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Bid Opening for the Reclamation Project on Fifth Street 
Mr. Troxell explained the work to be done on Fifth Street.  Curbing will be installed between 
King Street and Hanover Street.  The street will be resurfaced from Queen Street to Prince Street.  
Handicapped curbing will be installed at Orange Street.  Hanover Street has handicapped 
curbing.   
 
Mr. Wolfe opened the two bids received for the Fifth Street Reclamation Contract.  The two 
bidders were E.J. Breneman, with a bid of $38,203.00; and Recon Construction Services, Inc. 
with a bid of $19,765.90. 
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to accept the low bid of $19,765.90 from Recon Construction 
Services, Inc., upon approval of the Borough Engineer.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay.  
Motion passed 3-1. 
 

New Business 
Mr. Bowersox stated that he believes that the backfilling on Orange Street should be examined. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated, for the record, that the developer of the Branchview Development had been 
planning to pave the berms along the roads in that development, but had been told by Mr. 
Bowersox and the council at that time that they were not to pave the berms.  Mr. Bowersox 
replied that this was not the case.   Mr. Troxell stated that when his father built his development, 
he paid to have the berms paved before the borough accepted the streets.     
 
Mr. Troxell moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman, 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
July 15, 2003, 7:00 p.m. 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin Martin, Solicitor, 
Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul Ruane, Code 
Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
Four visitors introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Brian Crebs, Assistant Fire Chief, asked if it is the council’s wishes that the Fire Board 
pursue a ballot question or attend the budget meetings to obtain tax revenue for apparatus 
purposes.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the council may assess up to 3 mills for fire apparatus.  
He stated that if the Fire Department is supporting a referendum for greater than 3 mills of 
tax for fire protection, the Fire Board would need to file a petition with the County 
Election Board.  He recommended that Mr. Crebs check with the county for the exact 
requirements and due date.  Mr. Crebs stated that he intends to be present at the Finance 
Meeting on July 30th with letters from both fire companies supporting tax millage for fire 
apparatus. 
 
Mr. Crebs asked who to speak to about touring the new midrise.  It was recommended that 
he contact Dale Heim, president of the Northumberland Housing Corporation.    
 
Mr. Bowersox arrived at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Recycling  
Mr. Phil Hallden and Mr. Tom Wandishin were present, representing the volunteers at the 
Recycling Center.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the recycling volunteers were invited to this 
meeting to discuss the Recycling Center.   
 
Mr. Wandishin stated that the number of volunteers is down to two clubs, the AYSO and 
the Lions Club.  The amount of recyclables has been reduced.  Eliminating the outside 
dropoff has helped.  The Kiwanis Club is considering helping again.  He stated that 
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Wednesday nights are light; Saturdays are busy.  Mr. Wandishin asked if there is a 
possibility of placing containers in Point Township or in town for aluminum and 
cardboard.  With five containers, two for aluminum, two for cardboard, and one for 
rotation, the group could pick up the containers.   
 
Mayor Brosius stated that she had been contacted several Saturdays because the center was 
not opened.  Mr. Wandishin asked that the office contact him if the center is not opened 
again.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he and Randy Yoxheimer, Point Township Supervisor, are both in 
favor of purchasing containers for other locations.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that she feels that it should be up to the Recycling volunteers to 
determine when to have the center opened.  Mr. Phil Hallden stated that the center has been 
manned by four to five people.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the volunteers would be in favor of the 
borough hiring part-time help for the Recycling Center.   
 
Mr. Wandishin stated that the checks were distributed in May.  He is currently the 
treasurer.  He also stated that they do have an outlet for magazines.  The council had 
eliminated the collection of magazines and newspapers.   
 
Mr. Hallden stated that the volunteers wanted to eliminate the curbside pickup of these 
items.  However, at the meeting the council decided to reduce the items to aluminum, 
cardboard, and clear glass. 
 
Mr. Wandishin stated that it has been easier for the volunteers since the curbside pickup 
has been eliminated.   
 
Mayor Brosius stated that as long as the volunteers are willing to work at the recycling 
center, she feels that they should be permitted to continue running it.  She asked who 
should be called if she receives calls from residents that the center is not open on scheduled 
Saturdays.  Mr. Wandishin volunteered that she could contact him.   
 
The volunteers received their checks recently for 2002.  Mr. Wandishin is currently acting 
as Treasurer of the group since Dave Smith resigned. 
 
Mr. Wolfe voiced his appreciation for the volunteers and expressed his concern that with 
the decline in the number of volunteers, the borough could consider hiring someone part-
time to help with the work and guarantee that the center is open.  Mr. Bowersox stated that 
whoever is in charge should be aware of what is going on at the center and know if the 
center is not open.  Mr. Wandishin replied that if the council feels more comfortable have a 
part-time worker at the center, he has no problem with it.  However, at this time, the 
volunteers feel that they will be able to have the center open on Saturday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings.   
 
Council decided to rely on the volunteers to continue the management of the Recycling 
Program. 
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Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that she has received letters from the Borough Council and the 
Police Officers that the contract negotiations are now in arbitration. 
 
Bob Ciotti has tendered a letter of resignation from the Fire Board.  Mr. Bowersox moved 
to send Mr. Ciotti a letter of appreciation for his five years of service with the Fire Police.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
The American Legion Post 44 veterans have asked for permission to use the park and 
gazebo to hold the 2nd Memorial Service remembering 9-11.  The service is scheduled for 
September 11, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Bowersox moved to grant the permission to use the 
King Street Park for the Memorial Service.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The Legion is sponsoring a Chicken Barbeque fundraiser for the Legion Baseball team on 
July 19th and Community Days on July 31, August 1 and August 2. 
 
Mayor Brosius has sent thank you notes to those who contributed to the construction of the 
pond and sign in the King Street Park.  She also thanked the members of the community 
who volunteered their time to help with the plantings.   
 
Mr. Joseph Epler has voiced concern to the Mayor about the Japanese Cherry trees that are 
planted at the corners of the King Street park area.  Other trees planted close by are 
crowding out the smaller cherry trees.  Council suggested that the Shade Tree Commission 
be contacted.  
  
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher informed the council that the crew has finished painting the yellow 
curbing.  He asked if crosswalks should be painted at A and B Streets where no sidewalks 
exist.  He was told to use his discretion.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the curb and crosswalk painting throughout the borough looks very 
nice. 
 
The crew currently has 4 part-time workers who are funded through the PHEAA/ 
Degenstein program. 
 
Mr. Bowersox asked what the working hours are in the borough.  He was informed that the 
crew starts at 7:00 a.m. and works until 2:30 p.m.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the crew 
should be taking a 15 minute break and a 30 minute lunch period, as stipulated in the 
Teamster contract.  At this time, the workers prefer to work straight through.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that the contract is being negotiated and this issue would be discussed with them. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane informed the council of the code office activity for the past month.   
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A zoning hearing may be required at the end of the month for new construction at the 
corner of Orange and Fourth Streets.  The issue has been given to the solicitor of the 
Zoning Board.   
 
The Branchview developers have been in contact with Larson Design Group, Inc.  The 
developers are complying with the Borough’s stormwater ordinance. 
 
Letters are being sent to property owners concerning repairs to their sidewalks.   
 
Mr. Shaffer reported that weeds are growing at the porch of the house at the corner of Fifth 
and Duke Streets.  The weeds create a problem with seeing the oncoming traffic. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if violators of the Rental Ordinance have been issued citations.  Mr. 
Martin stated that he will meet with Mr. Ruane to determine a test case. 
 
Council discussed restricting the conversion of single family homes to multi-family homes.  
Mr. Carl moved to restrict converting existing homes from single family dwellings to 
multi-family dwellings as of October1, 2003.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:47 p.m.  The meeting was 
reconvened at 7:57 p.m.  Litigation and personnel issues were discussed. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 
 Fifth Street Project 

Mr. Troxell stated that Wolyniec Construction, the contractor who was 
awarded the curbing contract, has provided the Borough with the prices to 
install handicapped curbing at the corner of Fifth and Orange Streets.  
Handicapped curbing is already in place at the Fifth Street intersections 
with Hanover, King, and Queen Streets.   
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to approve the change order from Wolyniec 
Construction.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that Mr. Markunas will be attending the Street Committee 
meeting tomorrow evening to discuss the berms in the Branchview 
Development. 
  
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve changing the contract with Recon 
Construction from reclaiming Fifth Street to milling the street, as 
recommended by the contractor.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, 
and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 
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    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the 2002 Audit Report.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion carried 6-1. 
 
The Finance Committee meets at 6:30 p.m. on July 30, 2003 in the Borough 
Building. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
 Liberty Splashland 

A Fear Factor Day is planned for Saturday, July 19th, at the pool.   
 
Second Street School 
Mr. Carl stated that the Second Street School has been broken into several times.  
Mayor Brosius suggests that the gym be opened first and heated.  The Second 
Street School Committee needs more members.  Currently only three members 
attend on a regular basis.  Mr. Redington stated that funding is a problem.  The 
money approved in the State budget has not been released and it is not known when 
the funding will be made available.  Mr. Bowersox asked if a satellite police office 
could be located there.  Mr. Redington replied that the building has no water, 
electricity or telephone.   
 

 Pineknotter Park  
Mr. Carl asked when the dumpsters would be removed.  Mr. Redington stated that 
the company has applied to DEP for permission to remove the dumpsters.  They 
will be removed as soon as approval is granted.   
 
A change order has been received for the project from Hepco Construction, Inc.  
Due to the size of the anchor bolts, the foundation design must be changed.  The 
cast in-place reinforced concrete pile cap thickness, for each of the six poles, must 
be increased from 3 to 4 feet to accommodate the 12” longer anchor bolts.  The cost 
for the additional work to satisfy the change order is $5,940.  With the addition of 
this Change Order, the new contract price with Hepco Construction, Inc. would be 
$129,248. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the change order from Hepco Construction, 
Inc. providing that the money to fund the change order come from other source, not 
the Borough.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, and 
Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion failed 3-4. 
   

    Personnel 
Mr. Ditton stated that the Police Contract has gone into arbitration at the request of 
the police.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion that council approves no more than $2,500 for the 
funding for arbitration.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the attorney in Harrisburg has stated that it will be more costly to 
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the borough not to have legal representation.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer voted aye; 
Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted no.  
Motion failed 1-6. 
     

    Property  
 Mrs. Groninger stated that the trim on the borough building is to be painted. 
 
 Gazebo 

Mr. Wolfe read the two quotes that were received for repairs to the gazebo.  One is 
to replace the railings and posts with cedar at a price of $4,000 and the other is to 
replace the railings with white vinyl railings at a cost of $2,160.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the proposal from Welby Homes for $2,160 
with the project to be completed by August 15th.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and 
Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 

    Public Safety 
 No report. 
 
Sewer Authority  

Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the Sewer Authority is meeting with their contractor on 
a daily basis regarding the new sewer line that is being installed on Queen Street.  
Mr. Ditton asked if the contractor would resurface the entire street.  Mr. Ruane’s 
answer was that they are to repair the area where the trench was dug.  Mr. 
Bowersox asked what the width of the new amiesite would be.  Mr. Ruane replied 
that it would be a foot on each side of the trench.  Mr. Bowersox stated that the 
width required is two feet on each side and that there are drawings showing this 
specification in the borough office.  Mrs. Groninger asked why the contractor is not 
putting the top coat on the street cuts.  Mr. Ruane stated that the top coat would be 
completed at one time.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the water company would install 
new curbs where the new fire hydrants were installed.  Mr. Ruane replied that they 
would. 

   
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2003-4.  This is the second reading 
of this ordinance which declares that, “It shall be unlawful for any individual to use 
a skateboard, roller skates, roller blades, scooters and bicycles on the sidewalks, 
parking lots or curbs in the King Street Park and downtown business district of the 
Borough of Northumberland.  The downtown business district shall be defined to 
include Front Street from King to Duke Street and Queen Street from Water to 
Second Street.”  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe read the 
violations and penalties.  A first offense shall result in the confiscation of the 
skateboards, roller skates, roller blades, scooters and bicycles for a period of thirty 
(30) days.  A second and any subsequent offense shall result in the imposition of a 
fine to be set forth in the Borough Code Section regarding fines and penalties.  The 
council will determine the fine after the vote to adopt the ordinance.  In the event a 
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minor is involved with any of the offenses enumerated above, the parent(s) or 
guardian(s) shall be served with written notice of the infraction and person who 
shall be responsible for the payment of same.  Mr. Wolfe called for the roll call 
vote to adopt Ordinance 2003-4.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, 
and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion carried 5-1.  

 
2. Mr. Ditton asked if the vendor was given a citation for spilling oil on the street at 

the park following Pineknotter Days.  Mayor Brosius explained that Tom Propst 
bought a power washer and was cleaning the street this morning.  Mr. Ditton made 
an official complaint that the vendor responsible for the spill be cited by the police.  
He included in his complaint that the party who spilled oil on Brickyard Avenue 
behind the Hookies several months ago be fined.  Mayor Brosius was unaware of 
this incident.  Mr. Ditton questioned if the person was found and if DEP was 
notified.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he understands that Mr. Propst was going to speak 
to the vendor who spilled the oil on King Street.  Mr. Bowersox explained the 
damage that he has seen done to macadam when oil is spilled on it.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that he was told that the Kiwanis has a lease to use King Street Park for 
Pineknotter Days.  He believes that any organization that is leasing borough 
property for an event should be held responsible for any damage that occurs during 
the event.  Mayor Brosius replied that Mr. Propst is taking care of the problem.   

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of June 17 and 19, 2003.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills and to approve transfers for payroll from the 

Liberty Pool Account to the General Fund.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  The bills to be paid from the General fund total $57,439.57; 
bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool Account total $5,949.34; bills from the Shade 
Tree account and the Parks and Recreation account each total $1,000.  The money 
to be transferred from the Liberty Pool Account to the General Fund for payroll 
reimbursement for checks dated June 20, 27, July 3 and 11, 2003, total $9,283.71. 

 
3. The Civil Service Rules and Regulations were discussed.  Mr. Ditton voiced 

concerns about several of the articles.  He questioned what supercedes what, the 
Police Contract or the Civil Service regulations.  Mr. Martin explained that the 
Police Contract governs current employees while the Civil Service contract 
establishes qualifications for potential employees.  If the two documents are not in 
sync, the Police Contract would control.  Mr. Ditton explained that the lengths of 
time for probation do not agree and reasons for dismissal during probation are not 
the same.  Mr. Ditton also noted the differences in the requirements for physical 
fitness tests.  The Civil Service testing is not graded by age, as is the MOPEC 
testing.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the Civil Service Commission be provided with a 
copy of the Police Contract, once the new one is adopted, to streamline the rules 
and regulations to include provisions in the police contract.  Chief Redington stated 
that the Borough’s current regulations are from the 1960’s.  The committee 
obtained current regulations from the state and modeled these regulations from the 
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state regulations.  When asked which set of rules would apply should a question 
arise, Mr. Martin stated that the employee may opt into union remedies or Civil 
Service remedies.  He asked if the part-time employees are members of the union.  
While they are not members, their compensation is addressed by the contract.  Mr. 
Wolfe tabled the document. 

   
4. The Borough Code includes a Northumberland Equal Housing Opportunity 

Committee.  At this time, no one is appointed to the committee.  Mr. Wolfe tabled 
this topic and requested that a copy of this section of the Borough Code be 
provided to each council member. 

 
5. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt Resolution J-2003. This resolution amends the 

Schedule of Fees and Penalties.  Penalties for two approved ordinances are 
required.  Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the following penalties as Resolution J-
2003.  The penalty for violating Ordinance 2003-4 is to have the skateboard, 
bicycle, rollerblades, scooter, etc. confiscated for 30 days for the first offence; and 
a fine of $25.00 for the next offense and $50.00 for subsequent offenses, plus 
restitution of any property damage.  The second penalty is for violation of Article 
58-22-A of the Borough Code.  This section of the code permits right turns only 
from Queen Street onto Water Street and from Water Street, traveling north, onto 
Queen Street.  The penalty for this violation is $25.00, plus costs.  Mr. Wolfe 
seconded the motion to amend the Schedule of Fees and Penalties.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Mr. Wolfe asked what the borough needs to do so the ordinance may be 
enforced.  Signs will need to be erected for the enforcement of this ordinance.   

 
6. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Resolution K-2003.  This resolution addresses the 

subject of Sexual Harassment/ intimidation.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
7. Mr. Shaffer moved to renew the borough’s Floating Structure Permit from the 

Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission at a cost of $10.00.  Mr. Bowersox 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
8. Mr. Wolfe received letter from Anne-Katrin Weischedel, MD of Strawbridge 

Family Medicine requesting a handicapped parking space at 614 Queen Street for 
Catherine Marks.  Mr. Bowersox made a motion to provide a handicapped parking 
space.  No second was offered to the motion.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

 
9. Mr. Troxell asked for permission to put out specifications for a new borough truck.  

Mr. Wolfe stated that council has approved the purchase. 
 
10. Mr. Carl stated that one bid was received for the handicapped ramp and was well 

below the minimum bid established by the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mr. 
Shaffer suggested advertising the handicapped ramp on Ebay.     

   
11. Mr. Carl informed the council that a day camp, run at the Kiwanis Building, by 

Northumberland County Children and Youth, was eliminated.  The county had also 
contracted to use the pool during the weeks of the day camp.  The pool loses 
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approximately $5,000 this summer since this camp is no longer taking place in the 
borough. 

 
12. Mr. Carl asked if the water line could be completed.  He requested for the work to 

be done in April.  The last water bill was $2,000.  Mr. Troxell will discuss this 
request with Mr. Fisher. 

 
13. Mr. Bowersox stated that width of the paving on the street cuts should be two feet 

on each side.  Mr. Ruane stated that this width is not included in the PennDOT 
book.  Mr. Bowersox stated that it has been adopted by the state and Don Free 
would have the information.  

   
14. Mayor Brosius asked if the council would consider an ordinance to restrict signs.  

Mr. Shaffer suggested that the parties who erect the signs be approached and asked 
to move them.  No action was taken. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 
August 5, 2003, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, 
Greg Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Lawrence 
Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul Ruane, Code Officer, and 
Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Councilman Greg Carl was absent due to a work 
commitment. 
  
Seventeen members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich asked of the status of the ordinance limiting rental units in the 
borough.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the ordinance is in the planning stages. 
 
Mrs. Bogovich asked if anything had been done about the water pressure on the hill during 
a power outage.  Mr. Shaffer explained that the company is planning to install a new water 
tower on the hill.  A letter has been sent to the PUC informing them of the situation.  The 
company indicated that if the power were to be out for more than a few hours, a portable 
generator would be brought in.  Mrs. Bogovich’s concern is the lack of water pressure 
should a fire occur.  
 
Mr. James Groninger voiced his opinion that Queen Street, from Fourth to Sixth Streets, is 
in terrible condition due to work that has been performed this year.  He feels that the Sewer 
Authority is negligent in their awarding of the contract and negligent in conforming to the 
Borough Codes.  He also voiced concern about Fifth Street between Hanover and Orange 
Streets.  Ms. Cindy Lark responded that the work on Queen Street is not yet completed.  
When a bid is advertised, the Sewer Authority must accept the lowest bid, unless they are 
aware of a reason the contractor would not be suitable. The company’s references were 
checked and the bid was awarded.  A walk-through was conducted today.  Mr. Ruane 
informed the company that he is not satisfied with the paving job that was completed on 
Queen Street.  He stated that the paving has a “washboard” effect.  Mrs. Groninger stated 
that the destruction is incredible where the laterals came into the curbs.  The water from 
the sump pumps is lying on the street and cannot get to the drains.  Mr. Ruane stated that 
HRI would put a new topcoat on Queen Street from Brickyard to Fifth Street.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked if the Sewer Authority is paying to install a topcoat.  Ms. Lark stated that 
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the Sewer Authority is using the money that was in their contract for road restoration to 
pay the borough toward the complete restoration.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the Sewer 
Authority has enough money to pay the bill.  Ms. Lark assured that they do.  Mr. 
Groninger suggested that the Sewer Authority should pay for restoration from Fourth to 
Sixth Street.  He added that the Sewer Authority has destroyed at least 60% of the street in 
these two blocks.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that a meeting be scheduled with the Sewer 
Authority and the Street Committee.  The construction work on Fifth Street was completed 
approximately 13 years ago, according to Mr. Bowersox. 
 
Ms. Marian Shannon requested that her address be changed.  It is currently 358½ Orange 
Street and the house is situated on Ropewalk Avenue.  The Borough Office will contact the 
county Emergency Management office and assign a house number on Ropewalk Avenue.  
Ms. Shannon and the Post Office will be notified of the new address. 
 
Mr. Wolfe read the following commentary pertaining to the Second Street Community 
Center fire: 

On behalf of the Northumberland Borough Council, I wish to express appreciation 
for the quick response of the area volunteer fire departments and the Northumberland 
Police Department during the recent fire at the Second Street Community Center.  We feel 
fortunate to have skilled people who are willing to assist during such emergencies.  The 
Council also thanks the neighbors for their cooperation and understanding.        

The official determination, announced on July 31, is that the fire was arson, 
deliberately set by juveniles.  It is unfortunate that the July 30th news article cited the 
instantaneous combustion of bales of straw, left from the Haunted House, as the cause of 
the fire, and named Councilman Greg Carl as the person responsible for the Haunted 
House.  These statements gave the erroneous impression that Mr. Carl was ultimately 
responsible for the fire.  The Borough Council appreciates the amount of time and energy 
that Mr. Carl has generously given for the betterment our community.  Mr. Carl has 
overseen two successful Haunted House fundraisers, and has volunteered countless hours 
improving Liberty Splashland.  Those of us who have worked with Mr. Carl have the 
utmost respect for him and feel fortunate to have him on Borough Council.   

It should be noted that the bales of straw that had been used for the Haunted House 
were also used for the Soap Box race and were stored on the stage, in the open gym.  
Borough employees and officials have been in the building and were aware of the items 
stored there.  The temperature of the building was never high enough to cause concern that 
a fire could spontaneously ignite.    

As reported by The Daily Item, the Borough awaits funding from the state for 
renovations to the building.  The funding has been approved by the State Congress, and 
currently sits in the state budget awaiting release by the Governor.  We are all hopeful that 
this funding will be forthcoming in the near future and that the goal of a Community 
Center in Northumberland may soon be realized.     
 
Branchview Development, Inc. 
Mr. Chuck Thompson, PE, of Uni-Tec Consulting Engineers, explained the steps taken by 
his company for Branchview Development, Inc. to comply with the Borough’s storm water 
ordinance.  He explained Phases IV and V and their locations in the Borough on Truman 
Lane and Madison Street.  He explained that several (9) small basins are to be located in 
the area, consistent with their plan that the storm water not be carried to one location; but 
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to spread it throughout the hill.  In addition, one large detention facility is located in the 
development and a roof sump detail is planned for the development.   
 
The company has received comments from Larson Design Group, Inc.  Mr. Thompson’s 
goal is to address these comments and ultimately comply with the Borough’s stormwater 
ordinance.  Mr. Shaffer asked what contingency plan is in place to avoid a homeowner’s 
possible change in the way one lot may be addressed.  Mr. Thompson replied that he plans 
to work with the developer and Larson’s to include provisions that would address this 
possibility.   
Mr. Bowersox asked about the slope to the property, adding that the borough had to install 
a swale to account for improper drainage in sections of the development that were 
approved prior to the stormwater ordinance.  Mr. Thompson stated that the contractor is 
working to comply with the stormwater ordinance for this phase of the development.  Mr. 
Bowersox asked about the shoulders planned for the development.  Mr. Thompson stated 
that he feels that eight (8) foot shoulders may be excessive.  He suggested that the 
shoulders could be a paved shoulder of three (3) feet in width rather than the eight (8) foot 
stone shoulders.  Mr. Thompson stated that shoulders are necessary for traditional parking.  
Mr. Thompson asked if the work in the development could proceed once the development 
meets with the Borough engineer’s approval. 
    
The Borough’s subdivision ordinance specifies a twenty (20) foot paved cartway, with 
eight (8) foot shoulders.  Mr. Thompson is proposing a paved area of twenty-six (26) feet.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that Penn DOT has informed the borough that the developer should 
pave from berm to berm and install a rolled curb to eliminate a lot of water runoff.  Mr. 
Thompson replied that the developer is proposing a wider road with a paved shoulder, 
instead of the narrower road with and wider stone shoulder.  He asked if a thirty-six (36) 
foot width of pavement is necessary or if a narrower paved roadway would suffice.  Mr. 
Thompson stated that a paved shoulder would hold up better over time than would a stone 
shoulder.  Mr. Shaffer stated that emergency vehicles are getting bigger not smaller and he 
is in favor of paving 36 feet across.  
 
Mr. Max Inkrote, of Larson Design Group, Inc. informed the group that he has reviewed 
the development specifications and offered to meet with the engineer to review the plans. 
He added he was in favor of a paved shoulder.  
 
Pineknotter Park Update 
Mr. Bob Bauder, of Larson Design Group, Inc., stated that he was successful in reducing 
the cost to install the anchor bolts at the park.  It was determined that one foot of the 
anchor bolts could be cut off.  The bolts will be taken to Logue Industries in Montoursville 
to be shortened and will be returned to be installed without extra cost.  The cost to have the 
bolts shortened is approximately $10.00 each.  Mr. Bauder stated that he was in contact 
with the bolt supplier to make sure how to handle the treatment of the bolts.  Due to the 
delay, the holes at the park were uncovered, exposing the garbage. The borough crew has 
taken care of covering the holes and the dumpsters should be taken to the landfill shortly. 
   
Mr. Bauder added that he is looking forward to the project proceeding and is sorry for the 
delays.  Mr. Bauder stated that the driving of the piles was successfully accomplished and 
is documented.  
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Mrs. Groninger moved to approve a purchase order to shorten the 24 bolts at a cost of 
approximately $10.00 each.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
   
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius proposed that a new police vehicle be purchased with funding from the 
Parking Meter account and the $4,000 that has been approved in the 2003 budget for 
capital purchases. 
Mr. Bowersox moved to purchase a new police vehicle through a 2-year lease buyout at a 
cost of approximately $22,000 for the vehicle plus $2,000 for the extra equipment 
necessary.  For the year 2003, a total cost of $17,000 has been approved toward the 
purchase of the vehicle.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was called.  Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr.Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Ditton 
voted no.  Motion carried 5-1. 
 
Mayor Brosius sent a letter to Governor Rendell asking him to release the capital funds for 
the 2nd Street Community Center.  The $750,000 funding was approved by Congress and is 
in the state budget. 
 
Mayor Brosius conducted a Krafty Korner at the Girl Scout House for six weeks. She 
thanked the Council for their support and added that about 25 children had enrolled. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Mr. Amos Zook for watering the plants in the downtown.   
 
The Mayor’s report is on file in the Borough Office. 
  
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the Sewer Authority is working with the Borough to correct the 
construction work that is being done on Queen Street.  
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher asked for permission to remove a dead tree at the Second Street School.  
Permission was granted.  
  
Mr. Fisher asked what would be expected of the Borough Crew to maintain the pond this 
fall.  Mayor Brosius replied that the Revitalization Committee would be asked as to what 
would be required. 
 
Mr. Troxell stated that he would appreciate that the crewmembers have their pagers turned 
on during a storm. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the Code Office activity for the month of July.  A written 
report is on file in the Borough Office.   
 
Mr. Ruane attended a seminar concerning OSHA requirements.  Mr. Ruane felt that the 
seminar was very informative.  Although the Borough is not required to comply with 
OSHA, if a contractor is digging a ditch deeper than five feet, and does not shore it up, the 
borough could be held liable.   
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Mr. Ruane informed the council that a stormwater problem exists at the rear of the property 
at 455 Fifth Street, next to Brickyard Avenue.  He showed a picture of the area.  The crew 
has been called out several times to fill in a hole that develops during heavy rains.  Mr. 
Inkrote will review the situation. 
 
Mr. Ruane also stated that a water problem exists at the rear of several properties in the 
400 block of Queen Street.   Mr. Inkrote explained that we have been experiencing more 
rainwater this year than in the past years.  He does not feel that this problem would have 
occurred with average rainfall.  Mrs. Groninger stated that one of the neighbors, Mr. 
Gautsch, used to have a willow tree between the two properties and the tree is not drinking 
any water any more.  Mr. Inkrote agreed that this would account for more water in the 
yards.  He also noted the amount of rainfall and the height of the river this summer.  Mr. 
Bowersox asked what the safety factor was.  Mr. Inkrote replied that ground water is not 
addressed as part of the safety factor of the stormwater project. 
 
Mr. Ruane stated that Verizon has addressed the bill submitted for damage to the 
stormwater pipe on Orange Street.  The pipe was damaged by Verizon several years ago.  
They have stated that the bill will be paid and asked that the Borough provide a permit for 
the building project at the Verizon building on Front Street.  Mrs. Groninger moved to go 
forward with the Verizon project at the building on Front Street, with their word that the 
repair bill will be reimbursed.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Mr. Ruane informed the Council that Roy Sulouff, the Code Officer in Point Township, 
has requested that the Borough change the name of Penn Street in Northumberland, 
because there is also a Penn Street in Point Township.  Twenty residences are located on 
the street in Point Township while just one or two residences are located on Penn Street in 
the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to change the name of Penn Street to Westway 
Avenue.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groinger voted no.  The motion 
carried 4-2.  
 
Mr. Ruane stated the Mr. Eugene Brouse has requested permission for a subdivision of his 
double lot on Elliott Drive.  The lot meets the standards set in the Borough ordinance.  The 
Northumberland Planning Commission as well as the Northumberland County Planning 
Commission has approved the request.  Mr. Wolfe stated the only time Paul brings any of 
these to the Council is when the Planning Commissions have already approved them.  Mr. 
Troxell made a motion to approve the request, and Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Role 
call vote.  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; 
Mr. Bowersox voted no.  The motion carried 5-1. 
 
Mrs. Fasold had already received approval for the Fasold subdivision, but had not filed 
with the County Register and Recorder’s Office within the required ninety (90) days.  Mr. 
Shaffer asked if the plans were in compliance now and it was stated they are. Mr. Troxell 
made a motion to approve the request for the Fasold subdivision and Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Streets 
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Mr. Troxell stated that the curbing is being installed on Fifth Street.  The trees have 
been removed.        

             
Mr. Inkrote stated that the issues remaining with the Stormwater Project are to be 
addressed.  He hoped that the work would begin this week and thinks the stormy 
weather has delayed the work.  Mr. Inkrote feels that the drainage problem in a 
property owner’s backyard is the responsibility of the property owner.   
 
Chief Redington, Mr. Bowersox, and Dr. McGinnis will be meeting to discuss the 
Duke Street traffic issue.  
 
Mrs. Bowman stated that the wooden planter at the Hookies has not yet been 
moved.  A letter was sent to Mr. Pete Gallo, of the Hookie’s House Committee, on 
June 25, 2003.  The letter requested that the Hookies move the planter because the 
curbing contractor needed it to be moved back about 2 feet so he could remove the 
old curbing.  She added that it may be necessary to have the borough crew remove 
the planter tomorrow so the contractor can continue with his work.  Mr. Troxell 
asked if the Borough could bill the Hookies for the borough crew’s work, like 
anyone else would be billed.  Council agreed that the Hookies should be billed for 
the crew’s labor to remove the planter. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Troxell if there were any problems with on-going projects 
that Mr. Inkrote should know about.  Mr. Inkrote stated that the items that were 
discussed last year with HRI are being addressed.  It is necessary for HRI to wait 
until the Sewer Authority has completed its work on Queen Street before the 
repairs to the stormwater project can be made.  Knowing that the Sewer Authority 
was going to pay their contractor for repairing the street, Mr. Inkrote had worked 
out an agreement that the money that would have been spent by the Sewer 
Authority for the paving, be paid to the Borough, so the Borough could have HRI 
pave Queen Street from Brickyard Avenue to Fifth Street.   
 
Mr. Ruane stated, for the record that he did not like the paving job on Queen Street, 
between 4th and 6th Streets.  The Sewer Authority is aware of this.  Mr. Ruane 
contacted Don Free, of PennDOT, and Mr. Free explained why the street job was 
rippled.  With the number of wires overhead, the contractor could not keep the 
truck bed up and pave the street in one continuous stretch.  Mr. Free felt that this 
contributed to the ripple effect. 
 
Mr. Wolfe addressed Cindy Lark of the Sewer Authority and stated that the issue 
has come up on the stormwater project verses what the Sewer Authority’s project.  
Mr. Inkrote has been trying to contact the Sewer Authority’s engineer so everyone 
is on the “same page” and the communications isn’t there.  Ms. Lark stated that 
their engineer has been in the borough once a week and he attends all of their 
meetings.  Ms. Lark offered to contact their engineer to meet with the borough and 
Mr. Inkrote.   
 
Mr. Schaffer stated the simple solution is that the “rippling” has to disappear. He 
stated if that means the contractor has to pay to have those overhead wires removed 
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so he can get in and make the paving right, from Fourth to Sixth Street, that is what 
he will have to do. 

                     
Mr. Wolfe stated a meeting should be set up with the Sewer Authority to hash out 
the problem with the street.  
 
Mr. Wolfe stated it has been raining or snowing since October 2002. There was 
more discussion about the stormwater project and the problem of the flooding of 
people’s yards.  Mr. Inkrote does not believe that this problem can be attributed to 
the borough’s stormwater project.   
 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe stated that at the July 30th meeting, the Finance Committee discussed 
allocating money for arbitration of the police union contract and the Gazebo repair.  
 
Letters have been sent to the committee chairman for 2004 budget requests.  The 
library has made a request to attend the meeting.  
 
The Finance committee will meet Wednesday, August 13 at 6:30 p.m. and 
September 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

    Parks & Recreation – no report 
 
    Personnel 

Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept Michael Mertz’s resignation from the 
Planning Commission, with regret.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote - All ayes. 

            Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Committee Appointments 
Mr. Wolfe stated that there are two openings on the Appeals Board, which consists 
of three members.  Linda Hixson and Judy A. Schmidt have volunteered to serve 
on the Appeals Board.  Mr. Troxell made a motion to appoint Judy Schmidt to the 
term ending on January 31, 2006, and Linda Hixson to the term ending on January 
31, 2004.  Mr. Schaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion 
carried 6-0.  Mr. Robert Waltz is the third member of the Board.  His term ends on 
January 31, 2005. 
 
Mr. Robert Orr, Sr. has volunteered to serve on the Parks and Recreation 
Commission.   Mr. Schaffer made the motion to appoint Mr. Orr to the 
commission.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Bowersox voted aye; Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Troxell 
voted no.  Motion carried 4-2.  
  
Mr. Bob Sabol’s appointment to Zoning Board ends on August 31, 2003.  Mr. 
Wolfe made a motion to reappoint Mr. Sabol to a term to end August 31, 2006.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
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Northumberland Equal Housing Opportunity Committee   
This committee is required by a Fair Housing Enforcement Administrative Plan 
adopted on December 29, 1982 as Ordinance No. 380.  Mr. Wolfe stated this 
committee ensures that fair housing is being enforced in the borough.  The 
committee is to consist of three members, one member of the Borough Council, one 
member of the Planning Commission, and a resident not employed or working for 
the borough.  The Kiwanis Club is to appoint this member. The Council will 
appoint the members to serve from the Council and the Planning Commission.  Mr. 
Wolfe tabled the appointments to The Northumberland Equal Opportunity 
Housing. 
  

    Property 
The Second Street School committee met last evening.  They would like to 
continue with the concept of converting the building into a Community Center.  In 
light of what happened (the fire), one way to preclude a future occurrence is to, as 
quickly as possible, convert the building into something that can be used.  In order 
to do this, the building needs to be heated and water would need to be turned on for 
restroom facilities.  The committee would like to see the gymnasium, and to some 
extent, the newer wing, utilized.  They discussed downsizing the Capital Fund 
campaign to raise money for heat.  They anticipate the cost will run around 
$100,000 to totally heat the building.  The committee plans to contact the architect 
to shift gears from the building design to viable ways of heating the building, from 
short-term scale to the total building.   

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he would like to know the opinions of all the council 
members, adding that this should be a wake-up call and that the building should not 
be vacant for another 3 years.  Mrs. Groninger recommended that the council not 
take a negative approach at this time.  She suggested that Governor Rendell be 
invited to a town meeting with the hope that he will see the possibilities and release 
the funds that are in the budget for renovating the structure.  Mr. Troxell asked 
what provisions have been considered for the daily expenses.  Mr. Shaffer agreed 
with Mrs. Groninger and added that it is the only place in town where a 
Community Center can be established.  Mr. Ditton agreed, stating that he would 
like to see something in the building, whether it is permanent or temporary.  He 
does not feel that the entire building need be utilized at one time.  Mrs. Groninger 
remembered the positive effect the Circus had on the community.  Mr. Shaffer 
stated that the new wing is under roof and has 2 bathrooms in it and there is 
electricity in it.  Mr. Bowersox suggested that the council forget the “no raising of 
the taxes” and get the building heated before spring.   
 
Mr. Brosius, a member of the committee, stated that the committee was looking 
forward to getting the funding from the state.  Since it now appears that this money 
will not be forthcoming, he stated that the committee is interested, with the 
council’s support, in obtaining funding to put the gymnasium to use.  They would 
hope to accomplish this goal within a short period of time.  Council voiced its 
support to the committee in this goal. Mr. Wolfe stated he has a concern for the 
safety of the building.  Discussion continued regarding the various groups who 
would be interested in using the building.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if in 6 or 12 
months nothing has changed the council might want to consider selling the 
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property.  Mr. Wolfe stated there is free ad space from the radio stations to promote 
the Community Center campaign.  The electricity is going to be reconnected at the 
school.  It had been disconnected the night of the fire. 
 

    Public Safety 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to allow the Fire Police to participate in the Annual 
Firefighter’s Parade in Middleburg on August 7, 2003.  Mr. Schaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
Old Business - None  
 
New Business 

1. Mr. Schaffer proposed to accept the minutes of July 17, 2003.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills, including $1000 to EMC.  This is 

the amount of the deductible that the insurance company paid to the Harold Fromm 
estate.  Also included in the motion is a payment to HEPCO for $9,335.86 for work 
completed at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Schaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$32,805.59; and the Liberty Pool bills total $4,048.81. 
 

3. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve transfers for payroll from the Liberty Pool 
Account to the General Fund.  Mr. Schaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.  The amount to be transferred is $6,999.98. 

 
4. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the transfer of $8,500, per the 2003 Budget, to the 

Liberty Pool Account.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  This is funding collected 
through the Recreation Tax.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
5. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to appoint Paul Ruane and James Tamecki as the 

Borough’s Governmental Member Representatives to the International Code 
Council (ICC).  As voting members, they would vote to approve any changes in the 
International Building Code.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
6. The Senior Action Center requested that the Borough waive the rental fee for 

Pineknotter Park pavilion for the center’s picnic on 8-13-03.  Discussion.  Mr. 
Ditton made a motion to wave the rental fee; Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Bowersox, and Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Troxell voted no.  The vote was tied 3-3.  Mayor 
Brosius voted yes to break the tie. Motion carried 4-3. 

 
7. Mayor Brosius received a call from the Front Street Station regarding their playing 

of live music.  The issue will need to be reviewed by the ordinance committee.  A 
meeting date will be determined and advertised.  The members of the Ordinance 
Committee are Mr. Ditton, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl.   

8. Ms. Lark stated that since the fire in the Second Street School, her children now 
understand why the Borough adopts laws that govern the use (and misuse) of public 
property.   
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Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

August 19, 2003, 7:00 PM 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, 
Greg Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin Martin, 
Esquire, Borough Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street 
Supervisor, Paul Ruane, Code Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Councilman 
Greg Carl was absent due to a work commitment. 
 
PA Treasury Department – David McKay 

Mr. McKay explained services offered by the Treasury Department.   
• The first program explained was the TAP program.  This program is a 

savings program for college tuition. TAP stands for Tuition Account Plan. 
To obtain an enrollment kit, call 1-800-440-4000.  

• Unclaimed Property was the next program explained.  Stocks, bonds, 
savings accounts that are unclaimed are turned over to the state Treasury 
Department.  This office tries to locate the proper owner. Notices are mailed 
to the last known address of property owners in an effort to return the 
property to the rightful owner.   

• The third program is the Bureau of Contracts.  Loan of Business Loans is to 
help small business owners with loans up to $150,000. They award more 
than 40,000 contracts annually for goods and services.  

• AgriLink is an agricultural loan program to help local farmers.    
• The final program, Invest, is a cash management program for local 

governments and non-profit organizations.  Invest money is not co-mingled 
with stated revenues. 

Pamphlets explaining these programs are available in the Borough Office. 
  
Public Comment 
The ten visitors introduced themselves. 
 
Mrs. Elizabeth Metzger stated that a problem exists with water lying in the backyard of the 
property she owns at 476-478 Queen Streets.  She asked that the council look at the 
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situation and see what can be done.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the Borough Engineer has 
looked at the property and has stated that it is not related to the stormwater project that was 
completed last year.  The engineer had also interviewed the owner of an adjacent property, 
Mr. Farrow, who told him that a spring exists in his backyard and the yard is always wet.  
Mr. Shaffer added that the engineer had said that this year is the wettest in many years.  It 
was also stated that two large willow trees that were in a neighboring yard have been 
removed.  These trees would have soaked up a lot of the water.  Mrs. Metzger believes that 
the water is coming from a broken line.  The water lays in the yard and smells like sewer 
water.  Ms. Lark, from the Sewer Authority, stated that they had checked standing water at 
the Gautsch residence, the property next to Mrs. Metzger’s property, several years ago and 
it was determined to be stagnant water. It was noted that rainspouts from a residence and a 
garage in the alley extend into the yard.  Mr. Martin stated that if the water is following the 
natural flow of the land, and this property is the natural low spot, the borough would have 
no liability.  If properties have rainspouts emptying into the yard, they should be 
redirected.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the water company would be contacted to determine if a 
leak exists.  He also requested that the sewer authority check on the problem.  
 
Dr. Ralph Cianphlone presented plans to build a carwash on Duke Street, at the corner of 
Fourth Street.  Currently this commercial property is a car lot and a residence.  Mid-Penn 
Engineering, from Lewisburg, is designing the plans.  Mr. Ruane stated that a car wash is 
not included in the Borough Zoning Ordinance as a special exception.   
Mr. Bowersox moved to amend the Zoning Ordinance to include car wash as a special 
exception.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. Martin explained the process that must 
be followed.  The Northumberland County Planning Commission is provided with the 
information and is given 30 days to respond.  The Borough must advertise the proposed 
ordinance, and conduct a public meeting to allow the public a chance to respond to the 
proposal.  The Council would then vote to accept the ordinance.  Mr. Martin advised that 
the statutes for advertising must be followed.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-
0. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:25 p.m. to discuss litigation and 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Mayor's Report 

• Mayor Brosius announced that the new police car is in the parking lot.   
• Several parking meters need repaired. 
• Mayor Brosius requested that Mr. Wolfe examine the computers in the Police 

Department.  They need updating. 
• The Governor’s office responded to the Mayor’s letter regarding Second Street 

School. 
• SUN Home thanked the council for the use of the King Street Park for their 

Chicken BBQ. 
The Mayor’s Report is on file in the Borough Office. 
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Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark reported on the meeting held at the Borough Office with the Sewer 
Authority, the Borough’s engineer, and Street Committee members.  The Sewer Authority 
has given deadlines to their contractor to repair the work on Queen Street.  If the repair 
work is not completed in a timely matter, the Sewer Authority will hire another contractor 
and charge the original contractor for the work.  The authority has not yet paid the 
contractor.  Mr. Jack Snyder, a member of the Sewer Authority, stated that the authority is 
not any happier with this contractor than the borough.  Mr. Shaffer agreed that payment 
should be withheld from the contractor until the construction is corrected.    
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Fisher reported that an inlet at the corner of Third and King Streets needs repaired.  
The street crew plans to pour concrete in the bottom of the box and top it with flowable 
fill.  The hole is approximately 5-6 feet deep.   
Four windows have been shot out at the Second Street School, above where the plywood 
was installed.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane stated that the property owner at the Third and King Street intersection has 
placed a large rock at the corner to prohibit traffic from driving over her new sidewalks.  
No curbing exists at this area.   
 
Mr. Ruane stated that a property owner at the corner of Queen and Second Streets is 
renovating a single family dwelling and converting it to a double house.    
 
A property owner on Third Street had requested permission to subdivide a double lot.  Mr. 
Ruane informed her that the ordinance does not permit her to subdivide her lot due to the 
minimum square footage required for a lot. 
 
Mr. Ruane condemned the house at 38 King Street.  The former resident has moved out.  
The new tenant has been given two weeks to clean the property and bring it up to code.  
 
Mr. Ruane and Mr. Martin have discussed the Renter’s Ordinance.  A notice will be sent to 
a property owner who has not complied with the ordinance.   
 
Committee Reports 
    Streets 
     Fifth Street Project 

Mr. Troxell stated that the curbing is being installed on Fifth Street.  Mr. Bowersox 
asked if the distorted curbing was fixed and when the curbing was sawed.  He 
added that he saw good-looking curb and lousy looking curb.  He asked if the 
curbing was sawed within 24 hours.  Mr. Ditton stated that the curbing was sawed 
the same day that it was poured.  Mr. Ruane stated that the cracks would be 
addressed and that there are no honeycombs in the finished curb, as required by 
PennDOT specifications.  Mr. Bowersox stated that there are honeycombs below 
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the finished curbline and cracks in the curbing on the Hookies’ side of Fifth Street 
due to the curb not being sawed in the time required. 
 
Branchview Development 
Mr. Wolfe has spoken with the developer, Mr. William Roll.  Mr. Roll explained 
that the Borough’s subdivision ordinance provides for a fifty-foot borough right-of-
way; a 20-foot cartway with 8-foot graded shoulders on each side.  At the August 
5 P

th
P council meeting, attended by the development’s engineer, council requested that 

the total paved roadway be at least 32 feet.  At that time, the engineer offered pave 
a total of 26 feet, the 20-foot cartway, and 3-foot paved shoulders on each side.  In 
that the ordinance stipulates a 20-foot cartway with 8-foot graded shoulders, the 
Borough is not in a position to require anything beyond that.  By paving a 26-foot 
width, the developer is exceeding the ordinance requirements.  Mr. Bowersox 
suggested that the council consider paving the additional feet of the roadway when 
the developer paves the streets.  He feels that the paved width should total at least 
32 feet.  This suggestion will be considered. 
 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee met on August 13P

th
P.  The departmental 

meetings for determining the 2004 budget begin on September 10P

th
P.  The committee 

would prefer to find additional revenues, rather than increasing taxes or eliminating 
services.  
 

    Parks & Recreation 
 Pineknotter Park 

The bolts for the light poles have been cut and some have been installed.  The 
concrete pads will be poured once all the bolts are installed.  The light poles are 
scheduled to be delivered soon.   
 
The Shikellamy Braves Baseball Booster Club requested the use of the park for a 
baseball tournament on May 7 P

th
P and 8 P

th,
P 2004.  Mr. Mark Nogle will be responsible 

for overseeing the activity at the field.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the 
use of the Pineknotter Park field for the baseball tournament sponsored by the 
Shikellamy Braves Baseball Booster Club.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Council discussed how to clean up the area behind the field.  One suggestion was to 
place the excess gravel on Westway Street and grade it fill in the problem spots.  
No decision was made at this time. 
 
Mayor Brosius reported that the Anselmo Fund has contributed money to Liberty 
Splashland and the summer recreation program.   
 

    Personnel 
Committee Appointments – Planning Commission 
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Mr. Ditton moved to appoint Michael Hubicki to the Planning Commission to a 
term ending August 31, 2006.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
  

    Property 
 Second Street School 

A letter has been received from Atty. Jeffrey Apfelbaum regarding $45,000 funding 
from the Degenstein Foundation for the Second Street School.  Atty. Martin will 
contact Atty. Apfelbaum for more information.   
 
The Insurance Adjuster has requested a meeting with the Property Committee.  The 
committee members would be available to meet on Friday at 9:00 a.m.  The 
Borough Office will contact the Insurance Adjuster with this meeting date.   

. 
    Public Safety – No report 
    
Old Business 

1. Ordinance 2003-5   
This ordinance regulates the conversion of single-family dwellings to multi-family 
dwellings in certain areas.  Atty. Martin explained that the borough may not 
exclude the conversion of single-family dwellings to multi-family dwellings in the 
entire borough.  He recommended that the council decide in which zones the 
conversion of properties would be allowed.  He explained the process to amend the 
zoning ordinance.  Council discussed the areas where the conversion of the 
properties would be permitted.  Northumberland has three residential zones, as well 
as areas zoned industrial, commercial business district, highway commercial, and 
open space.  Council members will review the zoning map and discuss the options 
at the September 2P

nd
P council meeting.    

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adopt the minutes of August 5, 2003.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the payment of the bills, including the SUN 

Bank and Penn Vest loan payments, the solicitor’s monthly stipend, and bills for 
supplies for Kids’ Krafty Korner.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote - All ayes.  The motion carried 6-0.  General Fund bills total $19,323.41; 
Liberty Pool bills total $966.15. 

 
3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the transfer August 8P

th
P and 15 P

th
P payrolls for 

Liberty Pool account to the General Fund.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  
The amount transferred would be $4,039.43.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion 
carried 6-0. 

 



 6

4. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the transfer of the PHEAA reimbursement 
of $2,849.88 for summer employees from the General Fund to the Liberty Pool 
account.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion 
carried 6-0. 

  
5. Resolution L-2003 

Mr. Wolfe explained that the Front Street Station has an outdoor café where music 
is played on Friday and Saturday evenings during the summer months.  The 
Borough Code permits this.  However, the Liquor Control Board does not permit 
the amplified music.  A process may be completed whereby the restaurant may 
continue this entertainment, providing the Borough Council pass a resolution and 
provide additional information to the Liquor Control Board.  Mr. Troxell made the 
motion to accept Resolution L-2003 and Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 

6. Mr. Troxell made a motion to amend Resolution H-2000 from a 2-foot cutback to a 
1-foot cutback.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Atty. Martin 
advised that Mr. Troxell should abstain from the vote because his business could be 
affected.  Mrs. Groninger explained that other communities and PennDOT typically 
require that the utilities comply with a one-foot cut back.  Mr. Bowersox replied 
that this motion would benefit the contractors.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted nay; Mr. 
Troxell abstained.  Motion passed 4-1. 

 
7. Mr. Ditton informed the council that a new law was recently passed by the state 

which provides that, should a police officer die, whether on or off-duty, his wife is 
entitled to the police officer’s salary for the rest of her life.  Mr. Ditton will obtain 
more information to determine what type of coverage this may necessitate. 

 
8. Afternoon and evening meetings are scheduled for Thursday, August 21 P

st
P regarding 

the bypass.  Mr. Ditton plans to attend.  Mr. Troxell would also like to attend.    
  

Mr. Shaffer made the motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 
September 2, 2003, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Greg 
Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin Martin, Solicitor, 
Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul Ruane, Code 
Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Judith Groninger was 
out of town. 
  
Three members of the public were present. 
 
Public Comment 
No Public Comment was offered.  
 
Mr. Bowersox apologized to the council for standing out on the alley and raising his 
voice. 
 
Mayor's Report 
 Mayor Brosius announced that a Remembrance Service would be held in King Street 

Park on September 11th, beginning at 7:00 p.m. as a joint endeavor with Point 
Township.  The service is being planned by the American Legion and the Veterans. 

 A Dedication Ceremony will be held on October 18th in King Street Park to dedicate 
the Memorial Pond and Garden, along with a rededication of the Gettysburg 
monument, which has recently been moved.  The Veterans will be participating in the 
ceremony. 

 The Mayor received a correspondence from the Red Cross, thanking the Borough for 
the use of the Liberty Pool for their Swim & Safety Program. 

 The Northumberland Housing Corporation is hosting an open house at the new 
midrise on September 9th at 7:00 p.m. for the council members. 

 Chief Redington has submitted his submitted his August Report.  Mayor Brosius 
informed the council that several parking meters are not working.  The parts for the 
meters are currently available; however, this style of meter is being phased out.  
Mayor Brosius suggested that the council consider upgrading the meters to a digital 
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meter at a cost of $140 each.  She added that the borough could replace a specified 
number of meters each year.  Mr. Bowersox requested that prices for various styles of 
meters be obtained.     

 Mayor Brosius stated that several residents who live in the downtown area have 
requested parking permits.  Council will consider the feasibility of providing annual 
parking permits. 

 The Police Department has received the new police vehicle.  One of the older 
vehicles will be sold as well as a working light bar.  It was suggested that the items 
could be advertised on Ebay.  Atty. Martin advised that this method would be legal. 

 
The Mayor’s Report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark announced that the Sewer Authority held a job conference today with the 
contractor.  The Sewer Authority’s top priority is to have the block between Fifth Street 
and Brickyard Avenue completed.  Mr. Bowersox asked if the flat pipe that was installed 
is one of the items on the drawing board.  Ms. Lark replied that it is. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher provided a written report to the council.  The street crew has been 
working on refurbishing the trim on the Borough Building. 
 
Mr. Todd Snyder, a member of the Street Crew, stated that people are dropping brush off 
at the Recycling Center.  The council had announced that brush would no longer be 
accepted.  The crew will put up a rope to block off the area.  
 
The crew filled in the area along Fifth Street so residents could get into their driveways.  
Mr. Bowersox stated that the contractor who installed the curbing should have filled in 
the area.     
 
The stop sign at the corner of King and Third Streets was moved closer to the corner.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the month of August.  His report is on file in 
the Borough Office.   
 
Mr. Ruane requested that the yellow light bar from the police car be transferred to the 
code car.  He suggested that the cost to install it could come from the Code Office 
budget.  It was also recommended that the transmission from the old police car be 
transferred to the code car. 
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to transfer the transmission and the “arrow stick” from the police car 
to the code car.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion 
carried 6-0. 
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Mr. Bowersox asked about the number of street cuts.  Mr. Ruane explained that one was 
for the Sewer Authority, one for the gas company, and one for the water company.   
 
Mr. Ditton asked if the stormwater from the new Priestley Extension would be tied into 
the borough’s storm sewers.  Mr. Ruane replied that their drainage would not tie into the 
borough’s system, but would extend to the river.  Mr. Troxell added that the borough 
engineer has approved their plans.   
 
Mr. Carl stated that the contractor for Verizon has driven on the sidewalk to unload their 
trailer.  He asked if it is permitted to drive on the sidewalks.  No clear answer was given 
at this time. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:25 p.m. to discuss litigation and 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:45 p.m. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Mr. Troxell stated that during the last few storms, the storm sewers have had 
some problems, but nothing serious.     

 
 Bid Opening for New Truck 

Mr. Wolfe opened the bids for the new truck for the street department.  Four bids 
were received.  The low bidder was Sunbury Motor Company with a bid of 
$49,297.00.  Mr. Ditton asked why the committee was looking at only Ford 
trucks.  Mr. Troxell stated that the Ford trucks are heavier than others.  Mr. 
Redington informed the council that the borough is enrolled in the Ford Motor 
plan to lease/ purchase vehicles.  Information will be obtained. No color 
determination was made at this time. Mr. Troxell made the motion to purchase the 
truck from Sunbury Motors at the stated price.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
    Finance 

The committee will meet next Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the 2004 
budget. 

 
    Parks & Recreation 
 The committee will meet on the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Brosius stated that the council should make a policy about moving benches 
in the park.  She feels that the benches should not be moved every time there is a 
function. 
 

    Personnel 
Committee Appointments  
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Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint Mr. Matt Markunas to the Planning 
Commission to a term ending 8/31/05.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

    Property 
 Second Street School 

Mr. Martin has scheduled a meeting for Friday at 10:00 a.m. with an attorney 
from Tuscarora Insurance Company to discuss the fire coverage of the building.  
Council members were invited to attend. 
 

    Public Safety 
   No report 
 
Old Business 

1. Ordinance 2003-5  (Regulates the conversion of single family dwellings to 
multi-family dwellings in certain areas)  
At the last council meeting, the council was to consider where to permit the 
conversion of single-family dwellings to multi-family dwellings.  Mr. Wolfe 
made a motion to restructure our single dwelling to multi-dwelling exclusive 
to the Highway Commercial and R-3 Residential districts of the borough.  Mr. 
Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Bowersox, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted 
no.  Motion carried 5-1.     
 

2. Front Street Station – Mr. Wolfe requested that Jay Seidel be informed of the 
resolution that was passed concerning outdoor music at the restaurant.  Mr. 
Seidel is to contact the Liquor Control Board with the information. 

 
3. Car wash - Mr. Martin stated that he spoke with Dr. Ralph Cianflone’s 

attorney.  He has determined that since a car wash is not listed as a permitted 
use in any zone in the borough, an argument might be allowed that a car wash 
is a legitimate use in the commercial zone.  Mr. Martin advised that the Code 
Officer may issue a permit when the application is submitted.  Mr. Martin 
suggested that the borough should have its Zoning Ordinance evaluated and 
updated.   

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of August 19, 2003, with 
corrections.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion. Roll call vote - All 
ayes.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bills to be paid from 
the General Fund total $101,539.84.  The Liberty Pool bills total $113.07 and 
the Parking Meter bills total $2,547.00. 
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3. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to transfer funding for the Liberty Pool payrolls of 

August 22nd, 29th, and September 5th, totaling $5,088.79 from the Liberty Pool 
Account to the General Fund.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote - All ayes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe stated that the deadline for articles to be submitted for the next 

newsletter is September 19th.  Letters will be sent to businesses, organizations, 
and committees. 

 
5. Mr. Carl suggested sponsoring a Christmas decorating contest.  Residents 

could pay an entry fee to participate in the contest and the funds could be used 
for lighting and Christmas decorations.   

 
6. Mr. Ditton stated that the work at the Pineknotter Park ballfield has been 

ongoing.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 
September 16, 2003, 7:00 PM  

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Greg Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and 
Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin Martin, Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of 
Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul Ruane, Code Officer, and Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary.  Council member Paul Bowersox was absent due to illness.  
Councilman Greg Carl was absent due to a work commitment, and Council member Judith 
Groninger was out of town. 
  
Three members of the public were present. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Bob Zimmerman, a resident on Jefferson Street, informed the council that the berms in 
that area have never been paved or sealed.  They are made of stone.  Mr. Zimmerman 
stated that the paving should have extended to the street right-of-way.  He explained that 
the snowplows move the stones to the end of Jefferson and Buchanan.  He asked what 
plans the council has for finishing the areas.  He added that he is speaking for his 
neighbors also.   
 
Mr. Troxell stated that when Mr. Markunas and Mr. Hubicki attended a meeting, they were 
informed that the borough did not have money to pave the berms this year.  Mr. Shaffer 
added that the committee would like to fund this project next year. Mr. Troxell stated an 
approximate cost for the berms was submitted at $34,000.00.  
  
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius announced that the new police cruiser would be entered in the Milton 
parade this weekend. 
 
The police are preparing for the upcoming storm.  Mayor Brosius asked that the street crew 
be available in case of emergencies.  Mr. Fisher replied that they would be on call. 
 
A meeting will be held in the next few weeks to set priorities for the Flood Mitigation. 
 
The Halloween Parade is scheduled for October 29, 2003.  
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Mayor Brosius thanked Dick Simpson, and the Veterans, for the program in the park on 
September 11th.   
 
The borough crew was thanked for the work being done to refurbish the exterior of the 
borough building. 
  
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark announced that an independent contractor would be televising the sewer 
line under Queen Street on Thursday.  She added that the Sewer Authority would be 
available to meet with council members and the street crew on Friday afternoon to discuss 
the findings.  The Borough Office will be contacted with the time. 
 
The contractor is bringing in the outside contractor because he disagrees with the Sewer 
Authority’s findings. 
 
Mr. Shaffer recommended that if the Sewer Authority’s street job is not satisfactory, the 
borough hire HRI to complete the work and charge the contractor.  Ms. Lark replied that 
the Sewer Authority would not pay the contractor until Paul Ruane is completely satisfied 
with the work.  Mr. Troxell stated that he would be available to attend the meeting on 
Friday. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Fisher reported that the crew has worked with K & T Excavating, Inc. and have 
installed new pipe, which connects with the pipe in Brickyard Avenue.  He stated that the 
area where water was gushing out was excavated.  Approximately fifteen feet up the pipe, 
the pipe branches into a Y.  Two thirty-inch pipes are running into an 8-inch overflow. 
Discussion.  Mr. Ditton stated that the large pipe has separated.  He is wondering if one 
piece separated, how many other pieces could be separated.  He requested that the entire 
pipe be checked.  Ms. Lark offered to have the Sewer Authority to camera the pipe.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to have the Sewer Authority televise the entire length of the new pipe.  
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Mr. Fisher asked if council had any requests for the street crew before the storm.  Mr. 
Troxell suggested that the picnic tables and dock should be moved to higher ground. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane stated that Larson Design Group, Inc. and the Solicitor have replied to the 
proposal from Branchview Development.  Several items are to be addressed before final 
approval is given. 
 
The Herlinger property on Duke Street is scheduled for tax sale on September 30th.   
 
Mr. Ruane received a complaint from Mr. Charles Moyer, a resident of Lincoln Street.  
Water runs off the street, down his driveway and into his backyard.  He asked Mr. Ruane if 
the borough would rectify the situation.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough has had more 
rain this summer than in prior years.  Mr. Martin advised that the borough is not 
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responsible for repairing the area unless the borough has done something to divert the 
water onto the property.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough has not done any work in this 
area. 
 
Mr. Wolfe mentioned a situation in Florida where private property was obtained through 
“eminent domain”.   He asked the solicitor what constitutes valid reasons for acquiring 
properties.  Mr. Martin replied that the borough might condemn a property for a street, a 
sidewalk, and a utility, something that would benefit the general public.  A parking lot 
would be acceptable, providing the land condemned is utilized for that purpose.   
  
Executive Session – 7:30 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. to discuss personnel and legal issues.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:48 p.m. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 

Mr. Ditton asked who would repave Brickyard Avenue.  Mr. Troxell replied that he 
would talk to HRI about doing the work when they pave Fifth Street. 

    Finance 
• Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee met last Wednesday.  The 

next meeting is October 1st. 
• Mr. Troxell requested that the money in the budget for sidewalks be 

reallocated for sidewalks in King Street Park.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to 
reallocate $4,525 for the sidewalks in King Street Park.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 4-0. 

• Mr. Wolfe made a motion to resume the pick-up of the garbage at the 
library, effective Oct. 1.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  Motion carried 4-0.  

• Mr. Wolfe made a motion to disburse the budgeted donations to the 
following groups:  Halloween parade, $250; Library, $200; SUN Home, 
$200; and the Airport Authority, $500.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 4-0. 

• Representatives from the library attended the Finance Meeting to request 
funding in 2004.  The committee is tentatively considering one mill of tax 
for the library.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he was “misquoted” in the paper in 
reference to holding the line on the taxes.     

    Parks & Recreation 
Pineknotter Park  
Mr. Shaffer moved to transfer the total amount in the Donations Account to the 
General Fund for lighting expenses that have already been disbursed.  The account 
total was $18,670.50 as of the end of May 2003.  Additional interest would have 
accrued since then.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
Motion carried 4-0. 

 
   Personnel 

The committee will meet on October 1 at 5:30 p.m., before the 6:30 p.m. Finance 
Committee meeting. 
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    Property 
  Second Street School  

Mr. Ditton stated that the street crew has tried to repair the roof at the Second Street 
building.  Mr. Ditton is recommending that the borough purchase cans of tar to coat 
the roof.  Council concurred. 
The insurance adjuster was here on September 5th.  He is to contact the borough 
with his findings in two weeks. 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve payment to Brickhill Construction, Inc. for 
snow guards, with $5,127.85 of the funding to be transferred from the UDAG fund 
to the General Fund.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
Motion carried 4-0.         
 

    Public Safety 
 No report 
 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the council toured the new mid-rise building on Sixth Street.  
Several council members complimented the workmanship of the building.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated the tentative name for the mid-rise is “The Pines.”  The sign that was used for the 
Charles Steele School building has been incorporated into a wall adjacent to the patio. 

 
Old Business 

1. Ordinance 2003-5  - 1st Reading  
Mr. Martin explained that this ordinance amends the Borough Zoning Ordinance 
and regulates the conversion of single-family dwellings to multi-family dwellings 
in certain areas.  Mr. Martin stated that the existing Zoning Ordinance permits 
conversion of “apartment dwellings” in R-3 and R-2 areas, by special exception.  
Ordinance 2003-5 amends the Zoning Ordinance by removing conversion of 
“apartment dwellings” as a special exception in R-2.  The ordinance continues to 
permit the conversion of “apartment dwellings” by special exception in R-3; and 
adds that this type of conversion is also permitted as a special exception in the 
Highway Commercial (HC) zone.  After the council approves the ordinance, it is 
sent to the Northumberland County Planning Office.  The Planning Office has 30 
days to comment.  If the ordinance is approved, the council must advertise it; and 
then conduct a public hearing, with a Court reporter to record public comment.  At 
the next meeting, the council takes action.  If approved, the ordinance must be 
advertised again.   
 
Mr. Schaffer made a motion to approve Ordinance 2003-5.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of September 2, 2003.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to approve the payment of bills.  Mr. Wolfe seconded 

the motion.  $200.00 for Wolyniec Construction, Inc. was being withheld, pending 
the completion of some repair work.  Mr. Ruane stated that the company has 
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repaired the pipe in question, and the entire amount for the bill should be paid.   
Additional bills to be paid are $19.44 to PG Energy bill for gas to the Girl Scout 
House, and $3,685 to B&B Tree Service for tree removal on Fifth Street.  Mr. 
Shaffer and Mr. Wolfe amended their motion and second to include these 
payments.  Roll call vote - All ayes. Motion carried 4-0. 

 
3. Mr. Troxell noted that he feels that the borough should have an ordinance for the 

types of trees permitted to be planted in the tree space.  Certain species become too 
big and push up the sidewalks and the curbing.  Discussion.  It was suggested that 
this could be an article for the newsletter.  Mr. Martin stated that the council could 
adopt a resolution, as a guideline of what types of trees should be planted.  Council 
recommended that the Shade Tree Commission should be consulted to develop the 
guideline.  The members of the commission will be contacted. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, 

Northumberland, PA 17857 
Council Meeting 
October 7, 2003  

Vice-President Charles “Bud” Ditton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Gregory Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, 
Greg Shaffer, and Donald Troxell.  Others present were Robin Martin, Solicitor, Lawrence 
Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul Ruane, Code Officer, and 
Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Paul Bowersox was absent due to 
illness and Bryan Wolfe was on vacation. 
 
Seven members of the public were present. 
 
Public Comment 
No comment was offered at this time. 
 
Mayor's Report 
Chief Redington has submitted his monthly report.  
 
Mayor Brosius announced that the dedication of the Memory Garden and Gettysburg 
Address by the Revitalization Committee is planned for October 18th.  The event will be 
held at the American Legion Post 44, in case of inclement weather.  Music and 
refreshments will be served. 
 
The Sunbury Community Hospital Board of Trustees has extended an invitation to the 
Mayor to participate in a panel discussion on October 23, 2003 at 2:00 p.m.  Mayor 
Brosius will be out of town and asked if any council member would be available.  The 
topic of the discussion will be the medical needs of our community.  No one on the council 
was able to attend.  Mayor Brosius will ask the Health Officer if he could attend in her 
absence. 
 
The Borough has received an invitation from the Priestley Society of Birstall and 
Heckmondwike, England, to participate in events commemorating the 200th anniversary 
celebrations of the life of Joseph Priestley.  This event will take place on February 6, 7, 
and 8, 2004.  The society would like to establish a formal contact with the Northumberland 
Borough.   
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Mayor Brosius informed the council that Andrea Bashore, Site Administrator at the Joseph 
Priestley House, plans to attend the events.  The Mayor suggested that the council could 
ask Ms. Bashore to deliver the Borough’s compliments, and a commemorative gift, if no 
one from the council is able to attend. 
 
The Pineknotter Days Association has presented the Borough with a Pineknotter Days 
boxcar.  They plan to produce one train car per year.  The boxcar will be placed in the 
display case in the council chambers.  Mayor Brosius will send a thank-you note to the 
group. 
 
Councilman Paul Bowersox arrived at 7:12 p.m. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark announced that the work would be finished soon on Queen Street.  Mrs. 
Groninger requested a completion date.  Ms. Lark stated that the contractor was waiting for 
Paul Ruane to stop at the job site.  Mr. Ruane stated that when he did, the contractor was 
not there.  Ms. Lark asked what the Sewer Authority is to do as far as paving the trench.  
The Borough is waiting for information from the engineer regarding the completion of the 
stormwater work on Queen Street and whether or not HRI will mill and pave the street 
from Fifth Street to Brickyard Avenue.  Mr. Ditton stated that the contractor did not put 
cold patch on the street cuts.  Mr. Ruane replied that the contractor did not have any 
available.  Mr. Shaffer recommended that the contractor should be sited if he does not 
comply with the ordinance. 
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that HRI was to do some “fine tuning” at the curb, in conjunction 
with the Fifth Street project.  She said that specific completion dates were set and the 
Sewer Authority was not finished with their work within the allotted timeframe.  Ms. Lark 
stated that the Sewer Authority work was completed on September 25th, before the milling 
was done on Fifth Street.  The Borough Secretary stated that she believed the date set for 
the completion of the Sewer Authority’s work in this half block was August 25th.  [Note:  
At the meeting held by the Sewer Authority, the Borough, and their engineers, it was 
determined that the Sewer Authority would give its contractor the deadline of August 25th 

as the date when the repair work was to begin.  The contractor began work on September 
25th.] 
 
Ms. Lark added that the Sewer Authority would pay the Borough for paving the portion of 
the street that was under construction for the new sewer line.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the 
Sewer Authority would provide the Borough with the dollar figure.    
 
Mr. Bowersox stated that when he was in charge of the street, a man was there, watching 
the work.  He asked if this is still being done. 
 
Ms. Lark stated that the Sewer Authority would not approve the paving; that it will be up 
to Paul Ruane, the Borough’s street inspector, to give the contractor final approval.   
 
Mr. Bowersox asked if the Borough is still working with the PennDOT 408 specifications.   
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Mr. Ruane informed the council that he told the contractor that the backfilling was not 
acceptable.  Mr. Ditton stated that Queen Street should be milled and paved.  Mr. Ruane 
agreed. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to have Queen Street, from Fifth Street to Brickyard Avenue, 
milled, from curb to curb, and to bring the street up to the same condition as Fifth Street.  
The bill for this work is to be divided between the Sewer Authority and the Borough.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no.  Motion carried 5-1. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Fisher provided a written report to the council. 
 
Mr. Ditton requested that Mr. Fisher submit the time and costs for providing barricades for 
the street project to the office.  Mr. Ditton stated the contractor would reimburse the 
Borough for this work. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Cherry trees in the Borough right-of-way, between Fifth and Sixth Streets, have come 
down in the storm. 
  
The Planning Commission will be meeting on October 30th at 7:00 to review two 
subdivision plans. 
 
The Herlinger property on Duke Street has sold at tax sale.  Mr. Amato purchased the 
property.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked about the house on Fifth Street that had a fire.  Mr. Ruane stated that 
the property has been cleaned out.  He has not heard from the insurance company yet. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked if the owner of the apartments on Water Street have paid their rental fees.  
Mr. Ruane is filing the charges on Thursday. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. to discuss personnel 
issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:51 p.m. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 
 Unopened Washington Avenue 

Mr. Robert Kolovich explained that he purchased his home from the Kerwins at 
355 Susquehanna Street.  Access to his home is from Washington Street.  
According to the assessment maps, this is an unopened street.  Two homes are 
situated on either side of it.  The street is a hard base with stones on it.  A storm 
drain is located on Susquehanna Street.  Because of the amount of water coming off 
the hill, some of the water does not flow into the storm drain, but comes down the 
street.  Mr. Kolovich provided pictures showing the area.  The street ends at the 
lower side of these homes. 
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Mr. Kolovich stated that the street crew had been told not to plow the street last 
winter because the council did not think that the Borough owned this property.  Mr. 
Kolovich searched the deeds and discovered that the street was deeded to the 
Borough in 1979.  The utilities are all located under the street.  He would like for 
the street to be paved and curbing installed to prevent soil erosion.  He also 
requested one or two new storm drains be installed to handle the stormwater. 
 
Mrs. Shearer stated that she has attended several Borough meetings, asking for 
maintenance to be done.  Prior councils have affirmed that work would be done to 
the street. She stated the water situation is horrendous.  
 
Mr. Martin explained that there is a two-step process, the deed of dedication and 
the Borough’s acceptance of the deed of dedication.  He also stated that no one on 
the present council would know what happened in 1979.  Mrs. Shearer asked who 
the rightful owner would be if the Borough did not accept the property.  Mr. Martin 
stated that if the acceptance by the Borough did not occur, the legal owners would 
be the Davis’s.  Mr. Shaffer stated that the office would check the records from 
1979. 
 
Mr. Martin stated that if the Borough accepted the street, the Borough would have 
to maintain it; however, they would not be required to pave it.     
 
Mr. Kolovich stated that they would appreciate it if the Borough would pave the 
street.   
 
Fifth Street 
The street has been milled and the base coat is completed.  HRI also built up the 
areas around the manholes and utilities.  The top coat will be completed in 2004. 
 

    Finance 
Mr. Ditton announced that the Finance Committee met on October 1st.  Currently, 
the difference between the income and the expense budgets is around $150,000.  
The committee meets again on November 12th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl stated that the committee would like to review the Pepsi contract with the 
borough at Pineknotter Park.  The contract was a seven-year contract.  Since the 
ballpark was not in use for the past three years, the committee would like to 
renegotiate the contract to start this year for seven years.  Pepsi has not requested 
that the Borough renegotiate the contract.   
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to extend the Pepsi contract three years from the end 
date.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The motion 
passed 6-0. 
 
The date of the October committee meeting was discussed but is not definitely 
known.  It is normally the third Thursday of the month, however, this month the 
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meeting may have been rescheduled for the fourth Thursday of the month.  [Note:  
The Recreation Committee meeting is October 23, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Borough Building.] 
  

    Personnel 
 Openings exist on the Civil Service Board and the Planning Commission.   
 

 Property 
Second Street School – The attorney for the insurance company has not gotten back 
to the Borough since inspecting the building.  Mr. Martin will draft a letter to the 
attorney requesting information.  
 

    Public Safety 
 Mr. Shaffer announced that the new police cruiser is in service. 
   
Old Business 

1. The second reading of Ordinance 2003-5 was tabled in order to provide the 
Northumberland County Planning Commission with thirty days to comment.  This 
ordinance regulates the conversion of single-family dwellings to multi-family 
dwellings in certain areas. 

 
2. Recycling  

Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the acceptance of newspapers at the 
Recycling Center.  The paper must be taken to the Recycling Center.  The 
volunteers are willing to do this, as long as the papers are dropped off at the center 
during their hours of operation.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted 
no.  Motion carried 5-1. 

  
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept the minutes of September 16, 2003.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote. Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Carl, 
and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and Mrs. Groninger abstained because 
they were not present at that meeting. The motion passed 4-0, with two abstentions. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion pay the bills.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion. Roll 

call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.  The bills to be paid from the General 
Fund total $36,578.84; the Liberty Pool bills total $502.78 and the Parking Meter 
fund bills total $343.00. 

 
3. Mr. Rogers requested a handicapped parking space at 451 Queen Street.  

Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked if any member of council would make a motion to 
permit a handicapped parking space at 451 Queen Street.  No motion was offered.   

 
4. Mr. Bowersox made a motion to designate Trick-or-Treat night on October 31, 

2003, between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
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5. A check in the amount of $19,276.20 was received from the state for the Volunteer 

Fire Relief Association.  This funding will be distributed to the group within sixty 
days.   

 
6. A check in the amount of $17,203.21 has been received for the 2003 

Commonwealth Allocation of General Municipal Pension System State Aid.  This 
money must be forwarded to the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System 
within 30 days.  [Note:  The total amount to be paid by the Borough in 2003 for the 
pension plans is $17,935.00.]   

 
7. Statements regarding the Borough’s Liquid Fuels appropriations for 2004 have 

been received.   The Borough’s estimated Liquid Fuels (Act 655) allocation is 
$67,637.39 and the estimated turnback maintenance (Act 32) payment is $3,200.00 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 
October 21, 2003, 7:00 PM 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and 
Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin Martin, Solicitor, Nate Fisher, Street 
Supervisor, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Paul Bowersox was 
absent due to illness and Councilman Charles “Bud” Ditton was on vacation.  
Councilman Greg Carl had informed the office that he might be late for the meeting, but 
would be attending.   
 
Seven members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
VFW Last Man’s Club  

Mr. James Bell, a member of the club, explained that the club was formed 40 
years ago with 59 members.  Currently, 12 are living.  The club is interested in 
promoting a memorial for those who “paid the supreme sacrifice.”  The library 
has compiled a list with pictures of the individuals who gave their lives in the 
wars.  Mr. Bell explained that this was a nice remembrance, but not many people 
see it.  The Vietnam Memorial, with the names of those who died, has proven to 
be an effective tribute.  The Last Man’s Club is interested in establishing this type 
of monument for the Borough.  Mr. Bell exhibited pictures of a monument erected 
in Exeter, PA.  The group is suggesting a two-foot high, five-foot long stone, with 
the inscription: 
 
“Let us hold in honored memory those men and women from Northumberland 
and Point Township who gave the supreme sacrifice for their country in all wars.” 
 
The cost is estimated to be $7,700. There will be about 35-40 names on the stone, 
according to Mr. Bell.  Space will be left for additional names.   
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Mr. Greg Carl, councilman, arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 

The Last Man’s Club currently has $5,000 toward the cost of the Memorial.  The 
group would like to erect the memorial in the same area of the cannon.  They are 
requesting that the Borough dig the hole for the base of the monument.  The two 
ornamental trees may need to be removed.  The anticipated date for the 
monument’s completion is Memorial Day 2004.  The group would also like to 
paint the cannon.  

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to permit the Last Man’s Club to install the monument and for the 
Borough to pay for the painting of the cannon.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Mayor 
Brosius stated that the Borough is hoping to have new pavements installed in this end of 
the park.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Branchview Development  
Mr. William Roll, developer, and Mr. Brad Aurand, an engineer with Larson Design 
Group, Inc., were present.   
 
Mr. Aurand reviewed the letter addressed to the Borough from Larson Design Group, 
Inc., concerning the Branchview Subdivision Phase IV and V Stormwater Management 
Plan.  He stated that the developer has met the requirements in the Borough’s Stormwater 
Ordinance except for the requirement for Ground Water Recharge Volume.  Larson’s is 
recommending that this requirement be waived for this project due to the type of soil in 
this area and the development of the detention pond. 
 
Two items in the letter were designated “solicitor” issues.  The easements surrounding 
the basin have changed because the location of the basin has changed.  Mr. Martin asked 
Mr. Roll if the easements and maintenance of the detention ponds would be included in 
the deeds to the adjacent property owners.  Mr. Roll concurred that the agreement would 
be included in the deeds, as well as the sales agreements.  The new easements are shown 
on the revised plan.  Mr. Martin stated that this would be the plan referred to in the deeds.  
Mr. Martin has spoken with the engineer for the Branchview Development, Chuck 
Thompson, and is satisfied with the provisions. 
   
Mrs. Groninger asked if the Borough has the current accurate plan for Branchview.  Mr. 
Ruane may have received the plans.  Mr. Aurand stated that he would forward copies of 
the plan to the Borough, if necessary. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the plan for Branchview Subdivision Phases IV and V, 
based on the recommendation of the Borough’s engineer.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Troxell asked if any of the water would drain toward Buchanan Street.  Mr. 
Aurand explained that the detention pond is on the opposite side of Truman Lane and 
would not affect Buchanan Street.  Roll call vote – All ayes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius read her report, which is on file in the Borough office.   
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The mayor read an invitation to attend a meeting of the Central Keystone COG in 
Middleburg.   
 
Mr. Troxell stated that he has attended the Susquehanna COG and he does not feel that 
this type of organization holds much value for the Borough.  Mr. Troxell moved to end 
the Borough’s membership with the COG beginning in 2004.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion; requesting that it be presented for discussion later 
in the meeting.  
 
The Mayor reported that the Civil Service process is moving forward with only one 
candidate left to consider for part time employment with the Police Department. 
 
The Memorial Garden Dedication in King Street Park on October 18, 2003, went well. 
 
The Halloween Parade is set for October 29th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that Doley Construction is to repave the sections of Queen Street 
that need repaved.  The Sewer Authority has made payment for mobilization, not for 
piping.  The contractor is repaving the entire area that they had paved because Mr. Ruane 
did not approve any of the paving.  The contractor has repaired all the piping. 
 
It was stated that HRI did not agree to mill and pave Queen Street from Brickyard 
Avenue to Fifth Street and the Borough was obtaining quotes to have this work 
completed.  Representatives from HRI came to look at the work along Queen Street and 
did not feel it was their responsibility to make repairs to the street because residents had 
sump pump drains and storm water pipes coming out onto the street, causing the 
problems.  HRI will provide a quote for the paving of that half block. The specifications 
were sent out to numerous contractors last week.  The quotes are due tomorrow.  A date 
of November 12 is set for the deadline to finish the paving and the temperature must be 
above 40 degrees. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Fisher provided a written report for the council.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the library’s garbage is being picked up.  Mr. Fisher said that he 
believes that it is picked up on Fridays.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked why weights were moved from TD’s to the C.W. Rice School.  Mr. 
Fisher replied that the weights were used for the police Civil Service test. 
 
Mr. Shaffer asked if quotes were obtained for the shutters.  Mrs. Groninger replied that at 
least three quotes were obtained and that Lowe’s had the lowest price on this style and 
size of shutter.  
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Borough Building looks wonderful and she appreciates the 
work that the Street Department has been doing. 
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When questioned about Second Street, Mr. Fisher stated that the roofs at the Second 
Street building are not leaking and that the crew checks the roofs and the overflows 
regularly. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
No report because Mr. Ruane is on vacation. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting for an Executive Session at 7:45 p.m. and reconvened 
the meeting at 8:07 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that during the Executive Session, Council discussed the quotes for the 
milling and paving of Queen Street from Brickyard Avenue to Fifth Street.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the lowest quote if it did not exceed the amount 
agreed upon in the Executive Session.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he would like to submit for approval a labor agreement between the 
Borough of Northumberland and the Teamsters Local Union #764.  This is a new 
contract for the Borough’s unionized Street Department employees.   
 
Mr. Troxell made a motion to accept the agreement.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell and Mr. Wolfe voted yes; Mrs. 
Groninger voted no.  The motion carried 4-1.  
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets 
 Unopened Washington Street 

Mr. Martin explained that the research reveals that the Borough owns this 
unopened street.  There is a recorded deed dated April 30, 1979 and a vote to 
accept the Deed of Dedication and adopt an ordinance on May 1, 1979.  The 
ordinance does not include the intersection of Washington and Susquehanna 
Streets; however, Mr. Martin stated that the Deed of Dedication is controlling.  
The Deed of Dedication and the motion to adopt both reference “the tract of land 
in Davis’s Development”.  The Deed of Dedication includes the legal description 
of the unopened Washington Street.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the Borough would 
receive additional Liquid Fuels money if the street were paved.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated that the amount of Liquid Fuels money received would not pay for the 
paving.  Mr. Troxell stated that the Borough policy had been to not accept a street 
unless it was paved.  He felt that the Borough may have accepted the property, but 
not as a street.  Mr. Martin replied that since the Borough accepted the Deed of 
Dedication, the Borough owns this property and is responsible for the street.  Mr. 
Martin recommended that the property owners be notified that the Borough 
acknowledges ownership of the street.   
 
Council discussed the plowing and paving of the street. 
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Mr. Wolfe made a motion to plow Washington Street.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Shaffer 
voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted no.  Motion carried 4-1.  
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to pave Washington Street between the Kolovich and Shearer 
residences by the end of the paving season of 2005.  Mr. Wolfe added that 
appropriate storm water actions should also be conducted.  Mr. Carl seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger explained that when the Street Committee 
evaluated the streets, it was done with the consideration of the traffic patterns and 
the amount of people using the streets.  This is why the alleys are not being paved.  
The Borough does not get Liquid Fuels money for alleys.  Mr. Troxell agreed that 
the Street Committee is trying to pave streets in town and money is being taken 
away from the paving by these special projects.  Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call 
vote.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. 
Shaffer voted nay.  The motion failed 2-3. 
 
Mr. Carl moved to pave Washington Street and address the storm water issue by 
December 31, 2007.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl 
and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted no. 
The motion failed 2-3. 

  
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee would meet on November 12, 
2003.  He requested that everyone try to attend because he hopes to finalize the 
2004 budget at this meeting. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl announced that the Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, October 23, 2003. 
 

    Personnel 
 No report 
 
    Property 

Mrs. Groninger informed the council that the concession stand at Pineknotter Park 
was vandalized. 
 
No news has been received from the insurance company about the Second Street 
School clean up.  Mr. Martin will contact the attorney.   
 

    Public Safety 
 No report 
   

Old Business 
1. The second reading of Ordinance 2003-5 was tabled in order to provide the 

Northumberland County Planning Commission with thirty days to comment.  
Council may act on this ordinance at the November 3rd meeting.  This ordinance 
regulates the conversion of single-family dwellings to multi-family dwellings in 
certain areas. 
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New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of October 7, 2003.  Mr. Carl seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.  The bills to be paid 
from the General Fund total $37,881.06; the Liquid Fuels bills total $72,671.59; 
the Liberty Pool bills total $24.92; and the Parking Meter Fund bills total $280.00 

   
3. It was explained that the balance in the General Fund is low.  One reason is 

because the Borough has paid for bills for the Pineknotter Park ballfield and the 
balance of the grant money will not been released from the state until the project 
is completed.   

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to transfer $50,000 from the General Contingency 
Account to the General Fund.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay the Notice of Solvency Fee for 2004 of $144.26 

that was received from the Department of Labor and Industry.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  By paying this fee, the Borough, as a reimbursable 
employer, is eligible to request relief from charges for Unemployment 
Compensation benefits paid on applications in 2004 in accordance with Section 
213 of the PA UC Law and the regulations of the Department.  Roll call vote - All 
ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to discontinue the Borough’s membership in the 

Central Susquehanna Council of Government.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  This is the same motion, made by Mr. Troxell and seconded by Mr. 
Shaffer that was tabled earlier in the meeting.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 

 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

November 5, 2003 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Paul Bowersox, Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Robin 
Martin, Solicitor, Lawrence Redington, Chief of Police, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.    
 
Five citizens in attendance introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No comment was offered at this time. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:03 p.m. to discuss a personnel 
issue.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:38 p.m. 
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion to accept Chief Lawrence Redington’s resignation as of January 
1, 2004, and to include all benefits for 2003.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  The 
motion was made with the council’s deepest regret.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  The motion 
carried 7-0.   
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that a candidate for the position of part-time police officer is 
available for an interview.  The Personnel Committee will schedule an interview with the 
candidate. 
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that the 1995 police cruiser is now ready to be sold.  
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to sell the vehicle, advertising in the Daily Item and on Ebay.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The council discussed trying to sell the 
vehicle locally first. Mrs. Groninger amended her motion; Mr. Ditton amended his second.  
The motion includes that council has the right to reject any and all bids.   Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Mr. Ditton and Mr. Laubaugh for their help to check the Christmas 
lights.  Decorating will continue on November 15th.  Anyone wishing to help should meet at 
the King Street Park at 9:00 a.m. 
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The next meeting of the Revitalization Committee is November 10th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The UUCSV Church has submitted a schedule for the 2004 activities of the bicentennial 
commemoration of the life and legacy of Joseph Priestley.  They are posted on the bulletin 
board.     
 
Trees have been received and are being planted around the Sewer Plant.  The trees were 
obtained through a Forestry Grant and will be planted this fall and next spring.  Thank you 
to the borough crew. 
 
The Mayor and Borough Secretary attended a meeting regarding the Susquehanna River 
Trails.  They also met with Penn State students to provide them with historical facts of 
Northumberland to help in preparing information about the river.  
 
The borough received an invitation to attend a meeting on December 10th in Camp Hill.  
This meeting will discuss developing vacant sites and restoring abandoned buildings. The 
Mayor suggested that someone from the Borough should attend. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the Sewer Authority has received a letter from the contractor 
stating that the construction work on Queen Street will be completed by the end of next 
week (November 14, 2003).  No payment will be made until the Borough has approved the 
work, in writing.  The contractor is talking to Eastern Industries; however, Ms. Lark did not 
know if the contractor or Eastern Industries would be finishing the construction.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Jack Fasold to a 5-year term with the Sewer Authority.  
Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Brosius’s report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher provided a written report to the council. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the month of October.   
 
He informed the council that the Planning Commission met on October 30th to review two 
sub-division plans.  The Planning Commission did not approve the subdivision plan 
submitted by Caroline Petrullo the back lot faces an unopened alley which is the only access 
to the lot.  The Eckman plan is an agenda item, scheduled for later in the meeting. 
 
A hearing concerning a violation of the rental ordinance is scheduled with the District 
Justice for December 8, 2003.   
 
Committee Reports 
    Street 
 No report 
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    Finance 

The Finance Committee will meet on November 12th at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the 2004 
budget.  Mr. Wolfe requested that everyone try to attend. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl reported that the committee would meet on the third Thursday of the month.   
 
The final financial totals for the 2003 season at the pool are available.  The council 
was provided with the report. 
 
Mr. Carl reviewed the improvements that were made at the pool this year.  The rainy 
weather affected the number of days that the pool was opened.  Approximately 12 
days were lost due to rain.  However, the admission revenues per day were higher.   
 
Northumberland County eliminated the Day Camp program this year, resulting in a 
loss of $4,500 to the pool.  A grant of $7,500 was received from the Anselmo Trust 
Fund for operating expenses and to purchase a Big Squirt system.  This system will 
be installed next year.   
 
The concession stand income/ expense report indicates that income was less than 
anticipated.  Mr. Carl plans to purchase a cash register for next year that will record 
the items sold.   
 
Mr. Travis Fisher, pool manager, stated that people from other communities are 
visiting the pool, preferring Liberty Splashland over other municipal pools.     
 
For 2004, Mr. Carl would like to install a “Spray Ground”, with the council’s 
approval.  He and Mr. Slodysko are volunteering to complete the work.  The location 
of the “Spray Ground” would necessitate moving the fence.  The cost for this project 
is approximately $12,000.  Mr. Carl plans to apply for grant money for a portion of 
this amount.  He also suggested selling raffle tickets.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. 
Shaffer voiced their support for the project.    
 
Mr. Carl reported the costs for Phase I of Liberty Splashland have increased 
significantly.   
 
Mr. Fisher attended a two-day re-certification class recently.  The instructor 
suggested various attractions that are desirable at community pools.  These 
suggestions were similar to the attractions that have been included or are being 
proposed for Liberty Splashland. 
 
Mr. Carl read an article about a water park in Chesapeake Beach, N. J.  and the 
success it has experienced.  Revenue from the water park has paid to pave the street 
in the municipality.   

 
Mr. Carl would like the council to continue to support the plans for Liberty 
Splashland. 
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Personnel. 
Mr. Ditton resigned from the Personnel Committee and the Police Negotiating 
Committee.  Mr. Wolfe accepted his resignation, with regret.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Mr. Troxell to the Personnel and Police Negotiating 
Committees.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox voted no; 
and Mr. Troxell abstained.  The motion carried 5-1, with 1 abstention.  
 

    Property 
Mrs. Groninger requested that the snow guards be installed at the Rescue building.  
She also requested that the waterline at the Recycling Center be replaced.   
 
No additional information has been received from the Tuscarora Insurance Co. 
relating to the fire at the Second Street School building.  The report that was received 
from the investigator contained several errors.  One was that hay was on the stage.  
Straw was on the stage.  Discussion.  Several dates mentioned in the report are 
believed to be incorrect.     

 
    Public Safety 
 No report 
   
Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the agreement with Mr. Hennessey and Mr. Cassel, 
concerning Article 27 of the police contract.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to approve Ordinance 2003-5.  This is the second reading of the 

ordinance, which regulates the conversion of single-family dwellings to multi-family 
dwellings in certain areas.  Mr. Bowersox seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. Motion carried 7-0. 

 
3. The Pineknotter Park project was discussed.  The work to be completed includes 

digging a trench for the wiring, pouring concrete to cover the conduit, installing the 
light poles, finishing the parking lot, and replacing the outfield fence. Council 
requested that the Borough Crew complete the work that they are required to do so 
the project can be finished and the balance of the grant money obtained from DCNR.  

 
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of October 21, 2003.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and Mr. Ditton abstained.  Motion 
passed 5-0 with two abstentions. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the bills, including a PPL bill of $29.42 to be paid 

from the Liberty Pool Account.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote –  
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All ayes.  Motion passed 7-0.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$23,408.73; Parking Meter Fund bills total $2.29; Liquid Fuels bills total $7,002.34; 
Shade Tree Fund bills total $234.97; and Liberty Pool bills total $29.42. 

 
3. Mr. Carl moved to transfer $1,675 from the Parks and Recreation account to the 

Liberty Pool account.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  This was the remaining 
income from the Haunted House fundraisers.  Roll call vote – All ayes. Motion 
carried 7-0. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the William Eckman subdivision plan.  Mr. 

Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 

5. Mr. Shaffer moved to accept the proposed schedule for the 2004 Borough Council 
meetings.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Bowersox and Mr. 
Ditton voted no.  The motion passed 5-2.  The 2004 meetings are scheduled for 
January 5 (reorganization meeting) and 20; February 3; March 2; April 6; May 4; 
June 1; July 6; August 3; September 7; October 5; November 1; and December 7. 

 
6. Mr. Troxell stated that he does not think that the Borough should plow the unopened 

Washington Street, as approved at the last council meeting.  He is concerned that this 
may set a precedent. Washington Street is not paved at this location.  Mr. Martin 
stated that if the Borough owns the street, the Borough must maintain it.  However, 
the Borough is not obligated to improve it.  Mr. Martin stated that according to the 
records, the Borough accepted Washington Street even though it was not paved.  
Letters were sent to the property owners who attended the council meeting last 
month, acknowledging the Borough’s ownership of the street and that the Borough 
will plow and maintain the street. 

 
8.  No information has been received yet about the cost to remove the trees, or the cost 

to replace the sidewalks at the Second Street end of the King Street Park.  The Shade 
Tree Commission is planning to assume responsibility for removing the trees.  

  
Mr. Schaffer moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 
November 18, 2003, 7:00 PM 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Bryan M. Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, and 
Greg Shaffer.  Don Troxell was absent due to a family emergency and Greg Carl is working, 
but will be present later.  Others present were Robin Martin, Solicitor, Nate Fisher, Street 
Supervisor, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.    
 
Mr. Wolfe expressed his sympathy to the family of Paul Bowersox.  Mr. Bowersox, a former 
council member, passed away on November 11, 2003.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would conduct a special council meeting on December 
9, 2003 to interview candidates for the vacant council seat.  This will be a public meeting. 
 
Councilman Greg Carl arrived at 7:05 p.m.  
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that applications for the vacant council seat are available online and in 
the Borough Office. 
 
Seven members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Drake Owen, a resident at 273 Fourth Street, requested that the council consider using 
fiscal restraint when preparing the budget this year.  He felt that with the financial condition 
of Northumberland County, residents could not afford an additional tax increase from the 
Borough.  Mr. Wolfe thanked him for his comments and invited him to attend the Finance 
Meeting tomorrow evening at 7:30 p.m.   
 
Mayor's Report 
The Mayor reported that the decorations are progressing in the King Street Park.  Mayor 
Brosius thanked the people who volunteered their time to assist with the decorating.  She also 
thanked the Kohls for donating trees for greens.  More help is needed to complete the 
decorating.  Santa’s arrival is slated for December 1.  The Revitalization Committee will be 
meeting on November 25th at 6:00 p.m. to complete the plans for the event.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 
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The Second Street committee met.  The architect is obtaining an estimate to heat the 
gymnasium.  It is believed that enough money is available to install the heat in the gym.  
Mayor Brosius announced that new people have expressed interest in joining the committee 
and the group hopes to reorganize soon. 
 
Mayor Brosius’s report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to cover the parking meters in the Borough from December 1, 2003 
to January 1, 2004.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. Mayor 
Brosius will see that the meters are emptied before they are covered. 
 
Council discussed the possibility of having the JROTC assist with the decorating.  Mr. Ditton 
offered to check with the group. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the Sewer Authority has received a letter from Doley 
Construction, informing them that the paving will be completed by the end of the paving 
season. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher reported that the leaf picker is not operational.  He was informed that it would 
take approximately three weeks to be repaired.  Mr. Fisher stated that Point Township will be 
finished with their leaf picker on Monday, and Mr. Neitz has offered to loan the leaf picker to 
the Borough to use, once Point Township’s pickup is completed.     
 
Pineknotter Park trenches have been dug.  Mr. Fisher expects the conduit to be laid on 
Saturday and the poles to be erected within a few weeks. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
No report. 
   
Executive Session 
An Executive Session was not held. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Street 

Mr. Ditton asked why a one call was done for the intersection of Fifth and Orange 
Streets.  Ms. Lark replied that the Sewer Authority plans to work on Orange Street, but 
not in the intersection.  New pipes were installed in this area before the paving was 
completed. 
 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich asked if the topcoat is to be placed on Fifth Street this year.  Mr. 
Wolfe replied that this work would be completed in 2004. 
 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee would meet tomorrow evening at 
7:30 p.m. to prepare the 2004 Budget. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
 Mr. Carl stated that the committee would meet on Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.   



 3

 
 
    Personnel 

Mr. Wolfe appointed Ms. Groninger chairman of the Personnel Committee until the 
end of 2003.  The other committee members are Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Troxell. 
 

    Property 
Mrs. Groninger requested an update regarding the Second Street School building.  It 
was reported that the insurance adjuster has met with the cleaning company and a 
contractor to obtain prices for work to be done in the building.  The insurance 
company has still not informed the Borough or the adjuster of exactly what clean-up 
will be covered under the borough policy.  
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the water from the fire hose laid under the stage for over a 
week until the insurance company contacted the cleaning company and the work was 
begun. 
 

    Public Safety 
 No report. 
   
Old Business 
  
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of November 5, 2003.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 

motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that the bill for the electronic 
odometer module be paid from the General Fund, charged to the Police line item for 
general supplies.  Mr. Shaffer amended his motion; Mrs. Groninger amended her 
second.  The Shade Tree account will be reimbursed by the proceeds from the Forestry 
Grant for the trees that were purchased for the entrance to the Borough at the Sewer 
Plant.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $20,928.98; the Liberty Pool 
account bills total $41.80; and the bills to be paid from the Shade Tree Account total 
$1,618.  

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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 Borough of Northumberland 
 Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

December 2, 2003  

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Greg Carl, Charles Ditton, 
and Judith Groninger.  Council member Greg Shaffer was absent.  Others present were 
Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Robin Martin, Solicitor, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; 
Clifford Kriner, Police Department Sergeant; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, 
and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Five residents introduced themselves. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 7:01 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:16 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe reported that four candidates have submitted applications for the vacant 
council seat.  Mr. James Troup indicated that he is not available to attend the meeting 
next Tuesday so he is being interviewed tonight.   
 
Mr. Troup introduced himself.  He is a resident of Empress Tree Lane.  Mr. Troup was 
raised in Northumberland, lived elsewhere for 15 years, and returned to the Borough 
several years ago.  He is interested in becoming involved in the community to represent 
the people who live here.  He stated that he has the town’s best interest at heart. 
 
Mr. Carl asked how Mr. Troup was involved in the other communities where he lived.  
Mr. Troup’s response was that he was involved in the Fire Department and in an 
organization that invited young people to visit work places to learn about various 
occupations.  Mr. Troup is interested in becoming involved in the Public Safety and 
Finance committees. 
 
Mr. Troxell asked what Mr. Troup’s main concern is regarding Public Safety.  Mr. Troup 
responded that he is interested in reviewing the Borough’s policies and upgrading them.   
He wishes to be sure that the public knows what to do in the event of an emergency.  Mr. 
Troup currently holds the rank of Captain in the Fire Department.  He is not aware of any 
of the Borough’s policies that should be changed; however, he would like to review them 
to ensure that they are all adequate. 



 2

 
Mr. Ditton asked why Mr. Troup left the Borough Planning Committee.  He replied that 
the meetings were not always scheduled in advance.  He added that he has a flexible 
schedule and would be available for Borough meetings. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked if the Hookies sold the old ladder truck.   The truck was sold for 
$15,000. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked what the biggest challenge is for the Borough.  Mr. Troup believes that 
more people in the Borough should become involved.  He would like to see more people 
attend meetings.  He also expressed an interest in developing the downtown, bringing 
additional businesses into the Borough.  He feels that this would help to increase the tax 
base, rather than putting the entire burden on the citizens.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if Mr. Troup felt that the Borough is overtaxed.  Mr. Troup stated that 
he lived in areas with higher taxes.  He feels that there are services that need to be 
available for the people; however, he is not in favor of wasting tax dollars. 
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the council had added a fire tax last year.  The Hookies has 
never had an audit completed in order to receive the tax money.  Mr. Troup stated that an 
audit is in the works.   
 
Mr. Troup feels that he can work with the others on council. Mr. Troup stated he was a 
“straight shooter.” He stated he feels there could be a tax break for businesses.  He stated 
he had not yet read the 2004 budget.  
 
Mr. Troup stated that he feels that it is important to have recreational facilities for the 
youth.  He would like to see Pineknotter Park completed.  He has a concern about the 
access to the area.  He recommended that an overhead walkway be built to eliminate 
having to cross Duke Street.  He is also concerned about the traffic in and out of the park. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked how Mr. Troup felt about the Second Street School.  Mr. Troup 
stated that he was not in favor of the purchase.  He feels that something needs to be 
completed at the building before another fire occurs.  He feels that it may be utilized as a 
community center, such as the community center in Penns Creek.   
 
Mr. Troup suggested meeting with other communities to learn how they attract 
businesses to their areas. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the other three candidates would be interviewed next week.  The 
other candidates are Wendell Wetzel, Linda Hixson, and Darvin Straub.  Council will 
then determine who would become the new council member. 
 
Bid Opening – 1995 Crown Victoria 4-Door Sedan 
Mr. Wolfe opened the one bid that was received for the 1995 Crown Victoria.  Michael 
Burke of New Columbia, PA, submitted a bid of $757.75.  No motion was made to accept 
the bid.    
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Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported on the Christmas program in the King Street Park last evening.  
The decorations have been placed downtown and in the park. 
 
The Martin Concini Toy Drive by the Police Department is now in progress. 
The police department is collecting unwrapped toys for distribution to the needy in the 
area.  Gifts may be brought to the Borough building or dropped off at various businesses. 
 
Mayor Brosius reported there would be a “Victorian Christmas” open house at Joseph 
Epler’s Funeral Home this Saturday, December 6th, from 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Brosius plans to attend a seminar concerning vacant properties, on Wednesday, 
December 10th in Harrisburg. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the work on Queen Street has been completed.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Pennsylvania American Water Company is interested in 
pursuing a dialogue to analyze the possibility of purchasing the municipal wastewater 
system.   
 
Mr. Martin stated that it depends how the Sewer Authority was incorporated, whether or 
not the Borough would have the power to sell the sewer system.   
 
Mr. Wolfe recommended that a date be set to meet with the Pennsylvania American 
Water Company and the Sewer Authority to explore the issue.  He requested that Ms. 
Lark check on a January date that would be convenient for the Sewer Authority Board. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher provided the council with a written report. 
 
The leaf picker has been repaired.   
 
Work has been ongoing at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Carl stated that the poles could be 
installed whenever the PPL volunteers are available.  Discussion.  The Borough will not 
receive the final installment of grant money until the work on the park is completed.  
 
Mr. Troxell stated the Borough office needs copies of the street crew’s driver’s licenses.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on his activity for the month of November.   
 
Mr. Robert Gearhart contacted Mr. Ruane about a drainage problem behind his property 
on Duke Street.  According to Mr. Ruane, contractors have placed fill on a vacant lot 
behind Mr. Gearhart’s property.  The ground here is becoming built up, creating a 
problem for Mr. Roberts.  A drain exists behind the CVS building.  Discussion.  Mr. 
Ruane suggested that the street crew fill in the ground behind Mr. Gearhart’s building.  
Mr. Ruane and Mr. Fisher will speak with Mr. Gearhart.   
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Mr. Ruane stated that he plans to attend the COG meeting on December 17th.  He feels 
that the Borough should continue their membership with the COG because the COG is 
planning to engage housing inspectors to work for the COG members.  Mr. Ruane is 
becoming certified to conduct some of the inspections; however, he may not be certified 
to conduct all types of inspections.  Discussion. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to rescind the order to leave the COG.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Streets  
 No report 
 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe presented the 2004 Budget for the first reading.  Mr. Troxell moved to 
approve the 2004 Budget.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 SUN Bank Loan 
Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the $100,000 loan from SUN Bank.  The loan, a 
2004 Tax and Revenue Anticipation Note, will have a fixed interest rate of 2.89%.  
Interest only shall be payable monthly, with the principal to be repaid by 
December 31, 2004.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 

    Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl presented Jerra Carl’s letter of resignation from the Parks and Recreation 
Committee and moved to accept the resignation.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mr. Carl informed the council of the progress at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Wolfe 
requested that a representative from Larson Design Group, Inc. be present at the 
next council meeting on December 9th.  The office will contact Larson Design 
Group, Inc. 
 
Mr. Carl suggested that the council consider selling Jolly Hollow.  A realtor, 
Helen Martin, has been contacted for information regarding this possibility.  More 
information should be available the December 16th meeting.     

 
    Personnel 
 No report. 

Mr. Carl asked if the Personnel Committee has decided anything about the hiring 
of a Police Chief.  No decision has been made.  Mrs. Groninger requested that a 
meeting of the Personnel Committee be set for January. 
 

    Property 
 No report. 
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    Public Safety 
 No report. 
   
Old Business 

1. Council meetings for 2004 have been set.  Mr. Wolfe recommended that work 
sessions be held the third Tuesday of the month, February through December.  
Mr. Martin advised that work sessions, as well as the regular council meetings, 
need to be advertised as open to the public.  Mr. Wolfe will develop a schedule to 
be advertised.   

  
New Business 
    Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of November 18, 2003.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $22,252.63 and bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool account 
total $35.00. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Michael Nailor to the Civil Service Commission.  

Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 

4. Mayor Brosius mentioned the petition that the Borough received from residents in 
the mid-rise on Queen Street.  They would like the trees in the downtown area 
removed.  

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

December 9, 2003 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Don 
Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Council member Greg Shaffer was absent.  Others present 
were Clifford Kriner, Police Sergeant, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
 
Seven members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that four applications were received from candidates for the vacant 
Borough Council seat before the December 2, 2003 deadline.  He added that a fifth 
application received from Larry Geist on December 5th was not being considered because 
it was submitted after the deadline.  The other candidates are Jim Troup, who was 
interviewed at last Tuesday’s council meeting, Wendell Wetzel, who is unable to attend 
this evening, Linda Hixson, and Darvin Straub. 
 
Linda Hixson was the first candidate interviewed this evening.  She stated that one of the 
main reasons she applied is that, being born and raised in Northumberland, she would 
like to participate with the other council members to make Northumberland a place where 
people would like to stay, and to bring businesses into the area. 
 
Mr. Carl stated that the council faced challenges in preparing the 2004 budget.  He 
expects that this may also be true in 2005.  He asked Ms. Hixson about her feelings on 
budgeting for the services offered in the Borough. 
 
Ms. Hixson replied that she believes that law enforcement and fire companies are 
essential.  Ms. Hixson would look at things that may be considered wasteful and would 
consider cuts in these areas. 
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Mr. Carl asked about her opinion of the Second Street Community Center.  Ms. Hixson 
feels that this building would be a good place to have a community center.  Although it is 
an old building, she feels that it would be worthwhile to utilize this building for a 
community center and to move the police department there, or perhaps rent out areas of 
the building. 
 
Mr. Carl asked if the kids in town have enough to do.  Ms. Hixson stated that she does 
support Liberty Splashland and feels that there is not enough for the kids to do. 
 
Mr. Troxell asked if there is one particular project that Ms. Hixson is most interested in.  
She replied that she has no particular project, but would be interested in helping in 
whatever areas that she could. 
   
Mr. Troxell asked why she is interested in the Property Committee.  She is interested in 
seeing that properties in the Borough that are rundown are refurbished. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked if Ms. Hixson volunteered last year when the King Street Park project 
was being undertaken.  Ms. Hixson stated that she had been working 2 ½ jobs at that 
time.  She has since retired from Geisinger and now works approximately 28 hours a 
week and has more time to volunteer. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked if she was in favor of the sidewalk project.  Ms. Hixson was in favor of 
the sidewalk project.  Some of the residents in her neighborhood have repaired their 
walks; some have not. 
 
Ms. Hixson stated that she would not want younger children to cross Duke Street to 
access Pineknotter Park.  She would like to find other ways for them to get to the park. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked what, in her opinion, is not being done properly.  She feels that some of 
the elderly people in town feel “written off”.  Since many of the borough residents are 
elderly, she thinks that a list could be developed and a service could be provided to make 
sure that the elderly residents are okay.     
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the Borough is too small to receive funding, as Sunbury and 
larger municipalities receive.  He asked if she felt that there are any services provided by 
the town that the Borough should reduce funding for, in order to increase funding for 
other areas.  Ms. Hixson stated that she does not have a response at this time and she 
would like to study the budget before commenting on where waste may exist. 
 
Ms. Groninger asked about the type of expertise Ms. Hixson could bring to the council. 
Ms. Hixson stated that she did work at Geisinger for 28 years.  She knows about payables 
and insurances. 
 
Ms. Hixson is currently volunteering as a member of the Borough’s Appeals Board. 
 
Ms. Groninger asked if Ms. Hixson is available in the day.  She is available Mondays and 
Tuesdays during the days; and works until 3:00 p.m. on other days.  
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Mayor Brosius asked if Ms. Hixson feels that Borough should go forward with the 
Second Street School is a project.  Ms. Hixson replied that she is in favor of the project. 
 
Darvin Straub, the second candidate, introduced himself.  He grew up in the Borough, 
and after completing college, he came home weekends to remain active in the Baptist 
Church.   
 
Mr. Straub taught in Camp Hill High School for 4½ years; came back to teach at 
Shikellamy (technology education) for two years.  Mr. Straub returned to Camp Hill 
where he continued his teaching career, mostly in woodworking.  Mr. Straub coached 
football, wrestling, and track.  He was president of the union and served on the 
negotiating team for two terms.  He was also a member of the Cumberland County DUI 
Board.   
 
Mr. Straub returned to the Borough in 2002 and retired from teaching this year, after 32½ 
years of service.  He is currently involved in the Northumberland/ Point Township 
Kiwanis Club.   
 
When Mr. Straub heard about the ballfield lighting situation at Pineknotter Park, he 
offered suggestions to Mike Daddario about the possibility of obtaining volunteer help to 
install the light poles.   
 
Mr. Straub feels that while Pineknotter Park is not in a good location for young people, it 
is appropriate for teenagers.  He would like to see additional activities located at 
Pineknotter Park. 
 
Mr. Straub suggested that grants might be available to obtain equipment.  He stated that 
Camp Hill recently received grant money to help purchase two new trucks.  Mr. Straub 
stated that he would be willing to meet with Camp Hill officials to learn more about the 
grant funding that they received.  He would be willing to try to help locate grant sources. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked about Mr. Straub’s feelings about Second Street School.  He 
suggested that colleges and other institutions of higher education be contacted to 
determine if they would have interest in using the classrooms in the building for satellite 
sites. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. Straub saw waste in the budget.  He replied that he does not 
know enough about the budget or the Borough’s spending history to comment on what 
may be waste.   
 
Mr. Straub asked if new curbing is to be installed everywhere.  Mrs. Groninger replied 
that if necessary, new curbing is installed.  Mr. Straub stated that in Camp Hill, new 
streets were paved to within one foot of the curbing, leaving that foot of paving lower for 
stormwater runoff and also leaving the curbing intact.  Mr. Troxell explained that streets 
are milled along the edges to provide for adequate curb reveal.  Because this was not the 
normal practice years ago, some curbs do not have adequate reveal.  
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Mr. Straub stated that he is currently retired and available during the day.  However, this 
may not always be the case, depending on health care costs. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked what is lacking in Northumberland that should be given more attention.  
Mr. Straub replied that he would like to see more individuals volunteering in the 
community.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked how Mr. Straub felt about the taxes in the Borough.  He stated that his 
taxes are currently lower that they had been in his former community and he does not feel 
that the Borough residents are taxed too high.  
 
Mr. Ditton asked where Mr. Straub lives.  His address is 351 Orange Street.  Mr. Straub 
graduated from Shikellamy High School in 1966.   
 
Mr. Ditton asked why Mr. Straub did not volunteer to help in the park this fall.  Mr. 
Straub replied that he had been installing new sidewalks at his property.  He informed the 
council that he is also one of the Kiwanis members who volunteers regularly at the 
recycling center. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked why Mr. Straub returned to Norry.  He replied that it is a great place to 
grow up and he has family in the area. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that one good thing in the borough is the mill (Keystone Forging Co.) 
on Duke Street.  He would like to see additional industries established in the Borough. 
 
He feels that the Little League is an active organization that is working well.   
 
Mr. Straub feels that the pool is adequate.  He is not in favor of razng the Kiwanis 
Building for the pool expansion because the Kiwanis Club has put thousands of dollars 
into renovating the building.   
   
Mr. Straub would like to see the industrial areas expanded.  He suggested that the 
Borough contact real estate companies to promote Duke Street and Water Street areas for 
commercial use. 
 
Mr. Straub feels that with the number of new homes on the hill, the residents in that area 
must be making good money, which should help the tax base. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked about Mr. Straub’s opinion of a skate park.  Mr. Straub feels that a skate 
park would be okay providing it is in an area where it would not disturb neighbors.  Mr. 
Troxell stated that liability insurance is something that must be considered whenever the 
Borough undertakes a project such as a skate park. 
 
Mr. Troxell asked if Mr. Straub works part-time at the Baptist Church because he saw 
him shoveling snow there over the weekend.  Mr. Straub replied that he is a member of 
the church who volunteered to clean the walks before Sunday morning. 
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Mr. Carl asked if Mr. Straub feels that the Borough is doing the right thing by reducing 
the police force from six to five.  Mr. Straub replied that without seeing a history, he does 
not know where the same amount of money could be cut from another part of the budget.   
 
Mr. Troxell stated that one thing that the Borough has found out with grants is that the 
Borough can be “burned” with grants.  Specifically, police had been hired through COPS 
grants, and now the grant money is gone and the Borough must fund the salaries. 
 
Mr. Straub was asked how he felt about the Sidewalk Project.  He replied that he was not 
provided with a set of standards for replacing sidewalks.  He felt that standards should 
have been provided. 
 
Mr. Straub explained that in other communities, all contractors must be registered.  The 
fee was $50.00 per year, but the citizens were protected, by knowing that the contractor 
had insurance and that the contractor was informed of the municipality’s building codes 
and standards. 
 
Mr. Straub asked about the number of meetings planned.  Mr. Ditton replied that there 
would be one voting meeting a month and one work session.  Committee meetings may 
be scheduled separately.  Mr. Wolfe explained that this council has never had just one 
voting meeting per month. 
 
In summary, Mr. Wolfe stated that four candidates are interested in filling the council 
vacancy.  Mr. Troup was interviewed last Tuesday, Ms. Hixson and Mr. Straub were 
interviewed tonight.  And all members of the council know Wendell Wetzel, the fourth 
candidate who was unable to attend this evening.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone would like to comment. 
 
Mr. E. Eugene Brosius stated that he would like to speak on behalf of Mr. Straub.  He 
finds him to be a man of good character and common sense.  He feels that Mr. Straub 
comes with a “clean slate” because he has not been in the area.  He also has noted that 
since returning to the area, the people who had known him before have treated him with 
respect.  
 
Mr. Mike Daddario added his comments in favor of Mr. Straub, stating that he too feels 
that Mr. Straub has common sense and would be a good council member. 
 
Mr. Carl stated that he feels that the council needs to consider who is willing to put in 
their time, because sitting on council is time-consuming.  
 
Mr. Wolfe opened the floor up for nominations. 
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that she would like to thank all the candidates for applying.   
 
Mr. Wolfe nominated Linda Hixson for council.  Mr. Ditton nominated Mr. Straub.  Mr. 
Troxell moved that the nominations be closed.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.   
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Mr. Wolfe stated that the council members should each vote for the candidate of his or 
her choice.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger – Mr. Straub; Mr. Troxell – Mr. Straub; Mr. 
Wolfe – Mr. Straub; Mr. Carl – Mrs. Hixson; and Mr. Wolfe – Mr. Straub.  The vote was 
four votes for Mr. Straub and one vote for Mrs. Hixson. 
 
Mayor Brosius conducted the swearing in ceremony and Mr. Straub took his seat at the 
council table.  Mr. Straub’s Oath of Office is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Old Business 

1. Pineknotter Park 
Mr. Carl stated that the situation is that the Borough will not get the final grant 
application from DCNR until Pineknotter Park is completed.  The volunteers have 
been working to install the light poles and discovered that they were short on 
some of the materials. 
 
Mr. Bob Bauder, an engineer with Larson Design Group, Inc., explained that the 
project was initially designed with 15 lights on the B poles and 9 lights on the A 
poles.  In order to support the B poles with the 15 lights, Hubble, the company 
that received the low bid, required a heavier foundation.  At that time, council 
requested that another solution be found.  The new design required different 
amounts of wiring from the original design.  Mr. Bauder was out of the area when 
the volunteers were installing the wiring.   
 
Mr. Bauder provided a comparison of the original and revised wire and conduit 
quantities and costs for the lighting project.  The handouts are on file in the 
Borough Office. 
 
The wire was delivered as bid for the original design and has been utilized to the 
extent that it could be, to proceed with the installation that has been made.  Mr. 
Bauder has spoken with Kent Nunamaker, of K & N Electric.  He is willing to 
work with the Borough with a cost figure for the additional material that is needed 
and is willing to accept returns.  Mr. Bauder does not expect a problem with full 
cable reels, however he does not know how partial reels will be handled.  At this 
point, Mr. Bauder does not know what the additional costs may be.  Mr. 
Nunamaker will contact Greg Carl with the information.  Mr. Bauder stated that 
he does not know exactly why the amount of wiring required is more than the 
estimate.  He apologized for the difference.   
 
Mr. Bauder added that DCNR would be informed of any additional costs to the 
project.   
 
Mr. Bauder provided the council with printouts of the Least Cost Project 
Alternative based on the 9/17/02 rebid results and modifications.  It was necessary 
to add the cost of bonding back into the bids because DCNR required it.  This cost 
was adopted as a change order. 
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Mr. Bauder stated that the borough crew should place fill around the foundation 
base before the light standards are erected.   
 
Mr. Carl will contact Kent Nunamaker to determine what supplies are needed.  
Mr. Nunamaker has been given a list from Ron Pope, a PPL volunteer. 
 
Mr. Carl made a motion to approve obtaining the remaining electric supplies, if 
the total cost is less than $1,000.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Council discussed the necessity of installing a telephone in the concession stand 
since many people carry cell phones.  Mr. Carl moved to run telephone cable at 
this time.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Troxell stated that 
the conduit is already in place and the wiring could be run at any time.  The 
motion was withdrawn. 
 
Mr. Carl requested that the borough crew place stone in the trench, over the 
conduit, rake it until they can see the conduit, and pull the conduit to the top of 
the stone so they know that there is an adequate base for the concrete. 
 
Mr. Carl said that the cost for the concrete would be an additional cost for the 
Borough.  Mr. Troxell suggested that Central Builders be contacted for their 
“waste” concrete.  Mr. Carl will contact Central Builders to try to obtain excess 
concrete.  Mr. Fisher stated that the crew would be available to go to the park 
whenever concrete can be delivered.  
 
Mr. Wolfe requested that Mr. Carl coordinate the efforts to complete this project. 
 
Mr. Carl stated that erecting the lights is up to the volunteers.  Mr. Bauder stated 
that Ron Pope is in contact with Skip Dailey.  The PPL volunteers are available to 
install the light poles one at a time, after work and on the weekends.   
 
Mr. Bauder commented that the borough is reclaiming land that was a landfill and 
making it more valuable.  He supports the Borough’s efforts and wishes that it 
would be going more smoothly.  He feels that this project will be worthwhile in 
the long-term.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that Mr. Redington is to be commended for coordinating 
the efforts for this project.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt Pineknotter Park Change Order Number 2, reducing 
the base electrical contract sum stated in Section 4.1 of project agreement with K 
& N Electric, Inc. dated 12/12/02.  The agreement listed a cost of $7,832 and the 
base bid was for $7,200, a savings of $632.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote –All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Executive Session 
Council adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:40 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue.  
The meeting was reconvened at 8:55 p.m.   
 
Per the personnel discussion, Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt the decision made in Executive 
Session concerning a personnel issue.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

 December 16, 2003 
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Greg Carl, Charles "Bud" 
Ditton, and Darvin Straub.  Judith Groninger and Greg Schaffer were absent.  Others 
present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Robin Martin, Solicitor, Nate Fisher, Street 
Supervisor, Sgt. Clifford Kriner, Police Department, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
 
Six residents introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered at this time. 
  
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the Fire Board has scheduled their 2004 meetings.  They will 
meet at the No. 1 Fire Department on the second Wednesday of each month at 8:00 p.m., 
following the Northumberland/ Point Township Fire Relief Board meeting at 7:30 p.m.  
 
Mayor Brosius and Mr. Gene Brosius attended a seminar in Harrisburg concerning vacant 
properties.  The Elm Street project is a possible source of funding, if passed. 
  
Public Works Department Report 
No report. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
1.  The property at 38 King Street is for sale. 
2.  The hearing for the rental ordinance is continued until January. 

Executive Session 
An Executive Session was convened at 7:06 p.m. The council meeting was 
reconvened at 7:25 p.m.  The topics discussed were personnel, legal and 
litigation issues. 
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Committee Reports 
Streets 
Mr. Troxell asked about the salt quantity.  One load has been delivered.  
Another load can be ordered.  Council discussed the plowing.  Several 
areas are difficult to plow because the sun does not hit the street and the 
streets have black ice.  Mr. Troxell explained that it was necessary to put 
feet on the plows because so many of the manholes are too high.    
 
Finance 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the Borough is obtaining a $100,000 loan   from 
SUN Bank.  The money was to be disbursed in December.  However, 
because this is a tax anticipation note, the check will not be available until 
January 2, 2004.  Funding is needed before that date.  SUN Bank has 
agreed to a $40,000 loan, which will be repaid by the end of January 2004.  
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept the loan for $40,000 and to repay this 
amount as soon as possible.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote - All ayes.  The motion carried 5-0. 
 
Second Reading of the 2004 Budget 
Mr. Ditton stated that while he voted for the budget in committee, he feels that the budget 
should not include a loan in order to balance.  
Mr. Troxell made the motion to accept the 2004 budget and Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Carl and 
Mr. Ditton voted nay.  The motion carried 3-2. 
 
Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Carl stated that a committee meeting would be held Thursday, December 18, at 7:00 
p.m.   Some work has been done at Pineknotter Park; however, the PPL workers will not 
be able to put up the light poles until spring.   
  
Representative Phillips office has been contacted with a request that DCNR release a 
portion of the remaining grant funds.  The state is withholding $63,500 until the ballfield 
lighting project is completed.   The state has not yet responded to the request. 
 
Personnel 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he has worked on the police contract with Sergeant Kriner.  The 
attorneys for each party are reviewing the contracts.  Once their recommendations have 
been received, the Personnel Committee members will vote on the contract before it is 
presented to the full council. 
 
Mr. Carl stated that a situation exists whenever a dance is held at the C.W. Rice Middle 
School.  Police or Fire Police are present during the dance.  However, after the dance, 
most of the students go to Amato's on Duke Street and there is no supervision by the 
school district.  The police are aware of the situation and patrol the area.  Since the new 
elementary school was completed, C.W. Rice now houses only middle school age 
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students.  The number of students attending the dances and going to Amato's afterwards 
has greatly increased.  The police have advised the school principal that it is a hazardous 
situation with the students crossing Duke Street.  However, the principal stated that the 
parents are responsible for their children once the school activity ends.   
 
Property 
Clayton Krieger of North Branch Auto leases the property at the Point and has requested 
that the lease be renewed.  The rent for the property was included in the 2004 budget, 
with an increase of $600 per year.  Mr. Troxell made a motion to accept a three (3) year 
lease at the amount of $3,600.00 per year.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Council 
discussed the possibility of changing the lease to a two-year agreement.  It was stated that 
North Branch Auto pays their quarterly rent in advance and has been a good tenant.  Mr. 
Wolfe called for a vote on the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Helen Martin, of ReMax River Valley Realty, has provided the Borough with a market 
analysis for Jolly Hollow.  No decisions or motions were made at this time. 
 
Public Safety 
No report.   
 
Old Business 
1.  Mr. Straub suggested that the Borough approach North Branch Auto to sell the police 

car on consignment.  Council agreed with the suggestion.  Mr. Straub will speak with 
Mr. Krieger. 

 
New Business  
Requiring Council Approval 
1.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the minutes of December 2 and 9, 2003.  Mr.    

Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Carl, Mr. Wolfe, and 
Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Straub abstained.  Motion carried 4-0 with one abstention. 

 
2.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call 

vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$24,866.93 and the bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool Account total $83.80. 

 
3.  Sunbury Community Hospital Random Testing Consortium Agreement. This 

agreement is for the Borough Crew drug tests.  The Borough is charged $3.00 per 
crewmember for membership. The drug testing is conducted randomly and the 
Borough is billed for each test.  Mr. Straub made a motion to continue membership in 
the Consortium.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 

 
4.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to reappoint Mr. Don Shuman to a 3-year term on the Shade 

Tree Commission.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Shuman's term will run until December 31, 2006. 
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5.  PMRS has provided the Borough with updated information regarding the 2004 
Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) worksheets.  The council has the option of 
use the revised MMO for Police plan and not for the other, the Municipality plan.  By 
revising the MMO for the Police Plan, the Borough's obligation would be reduced by 
$297.  The Municipality MMO plan as previously adopted is $1,781 less than the 
revised plan.  The 2004 invoices are based on the accepted MMO plans.  Mr. Ditton 
made the motion to accept the revised MMO for the Police plan.  Mr. Straub seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
6.  Mayor Brosius asked about the Committee assignments for 2004.  Mr. Wolfe stated 

that he would be willing to be reappointed as President.  He asked the council 
members which committees they would prefer to serve on.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Carl 
have discussed eliminating the council Parks and Recreation Committee since there is 
a separate Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mr. Troxell stated that he would be 
willing to serve as the Council’s representative to the Sewer Authority, providing he is 
removed from one of the other committees, preferably Personnel.  Mr. Carl stated that 
he would like to be considered for the Street Committee.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
anyone having additional requests should speak with him. 

 
Mr. Straub moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Reorganization Meeting  

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

January 5, 2004 

Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  
Others present were Mayor Brosius, Robin Martin, Solicitor, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Six members of the public were present. 
 
Mayor Brosius conducted the swearing in of newly elected council members Judith Groninger 
and Gregory Shaffer.  Mr. Charles “Bud” Ditton was sworn in this afternoon.  He was unable 
to attend this evening because he teaches an evening class. 
 
Election of Officers 
President 
 Mayor Brosius asked for nominations for President. 

 
Mrs. Groninger nominated Bryan Wolfe for President.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.   
 
Mr. Troxell moved to close the nominations.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote to close the nominations:  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Straub, Mr. 
Troxell, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Wolfe abstained.  Motion passed 5-0 with one 
abstention.  The nominations were closed.   
 
Roll call vote was taken on the motion to elect Mr. Wolfe to the office of President.  
Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Carl, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. 
Wolfe abstained.  Motion carried 5-0 with one abstention.  Mr. Wolfe was elected 
President and accepted the position. 

  
Vice-President 

Mr. Wolfe asked for nominations for Vice President.  Mrs. Groninger nominated Bud 
Ditton.  Mr. Shaffer nominated Greg Carl.   
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Mr. Shaffer moved to close the nominations.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote - All ayes.  The nominations were closed. 
 
Roll call vote for Vice President:  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Carl, and Mrs. Groninger voted for 
Mr. Ditton.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Straub voted for Mr. Carl.  With a tie 
vote, Mayor Brosius voted for Mr. Ditton.  Mr. Ditton was elected Vice President. 
 

Chairman Pro Tem 
Mr. Wolfe asked for nominations for Chairman Pro Tem.  Mrs. Groninger nominated 
Mr. Carl.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to close the nominations.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote - All ayes.   
 
Roll call vote for Chairman Pro Tem.   Mr. Carl abstained; Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Shaffer, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted for Mr. Carl.  Mr. Carl was to 
the office of Chairman Pro Tem with a vote of 5-0 and one abstention. 
 

Reappointment of Borough Employees 
Mr. Wolfe moved to reappoint the Borough employees who are not working under a 
union contract.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  The employees are:  Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary; Jane Sanders-Ressler, Borough Clerk; Nate Fisher, 
Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Jim Tamecki, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Lee Shaffer, Health Officer; and Sylvia 
Bucher, office maintenance.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Committee Assignments 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the Parks and Recreation Committee previously comprised of 
Council Members is disbanded since there is a Parks and Recreation Commission.  
The standing committees are Finance, Personnel, Property, Public Safety, and Streets.  
Representatives will also be appointed to the Sewer Authority, COG, and the Second 
Street Community Center Committee. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced the following committee assignments: 

 Finance – Bryan Wolfe (Chairman), Greg Carl, and Charles “Bud” Ditton 
Personnel – Judith Groninger (Chairwoman), Charles “Bud” Ditton, and Darvin 

Straub 
 Property – Darvin Straub (Chairman), Greg Shaffer, and Bryan Wolfe 
 Public Safety – Greg Shaffer (Chairman), Greg Carl, and Don Troxell 
 Streets – Don Troxell (Chairman), Greg Carl, and Judith Groninger 
 Sewer Authority Representative – Don Troxell 
 COG Representative – Paul Ruane 
 Second Street Community Center Committee Representative – Darvin Straub 
  

Mrs. Groninger requested that Mr. Wolfe remain on the Personnel Committee. 
 Mr. Wolfe agreed to serve on the Personnel Committee, replacing Mr. Straub. 
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Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the Committee Assignments as stated, including Mr. 
Wolfe's replacing Mr. Straub on the Personnel Committee.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously.   

  
 
Others in attendance introduced themselves.   
 
Public Comment 

Mr. Brian Crebs, 1st Assistant Fire Chief, stated that the Fire Board has informed him 
that the Fire Chief, Josh Newbury, has resigned.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Fire Chief 
had resigned but he withdrew his resignation as of today.  The resignation letter was 
dated December 23rd, however, the Borough Council has not had official notice from 
the Fire Board.  Mr. Troup stated that the Fire Board was to meet on Tuesday, but did 
not have a quorum.  There was a quorum at the November meeting.  Mr. Troup added 
that at the November meeting, Mr. Newbury informed the Fire Board that he was 
resigning as of December 31, 2003.  Council has not yet received minutes of the 
November Fire Board meeting.  Mr. Shaffer added that Mr. Newbury's current term 
expires on December 31, 2004.  Mr. Wolfe said that the Council would back Mr. 
Newbury unless they hear differently from the Fire Board. 
 
Mr. Crebs requested that a member of the Public Safety Committee and the Fire Police 
attend the Fire Board Meeting.  The Fire Board will be meeting on the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at 8:00 p.m. at the #1’s Fire Department.  Mr. Shaffer stated that this 
time conflicts with another meeting that he attends.  Mr. Carl offered to attend some of 
the meetings.  It was suggested that the committee members rotate attending the 
meetings.  The members of the Fire Board are elected in April.   
 
Mr. Troup and Mr. Crebs questioned whose jurisdiction the Fire Police are under.   
They added that the Fire Police are voted on from each company, but do not attend the 
Fire Board Meetings.  The Fire Police operate on their own.  Mayor Brosius stated that 
the topic was discussed with the solicitor and she has a chart that they could review. 
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that since the Fire Board should meet next Wednesday evening, 
the Fire Chief position could be discussed at that meeting. 
 
The 2004 Fire Board meetings were advertised with the other Borough meetings. 
 

New Business 
Requiring Council Approval 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Additional bills 

received for payment are $54.88 for W. A. Dehart from the Liberty Pool account; and 
bills totaling $533.07 for R. L. Hummel Automotive Supply and $81.25 to Geise 
Associates, Ltd. from the General Fund.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  General Fund bills total $17,001.09; Liberty Pool bills total $97.75. 
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2. Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt Resolution A-2004.  This resolution sets the Schedule 
of Fees and Penalties for 2004.   Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  These 
fees were used when calculating the budget.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that Lee Shaffer, the Health Officer, informed him that Sunbury has 
raised their Health Inspection fee to $100.  The Borough's fee is $50.  Mr. Wolfe 
added that he was not advocating an increase, just informing the council.   
 
Several changes in the fees were noted.  The fine for parking on the streets Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday, as posted, was increased from $5.00 to $15.00 per ticket.   
 
The fees for the Liberty Pool remain the same.   
 
Mrs. Groninger suggested that the hourly fee for Personnel, administration, be 
increased to $30.00.  Mr. Straub suggested that the Hourly fee for Personnel, research, 
should also be increased.  It was determined to increase this fee to $60.00 per hour.   
 
The $15.00 fee for a 6-month extension for the building permit remained the same, 
with a maximum of one extension.   
 
The fee for a one-page ad in the Borough newsletter is $580, not $540 as typed.   
 
The fee for an Accident Report had not been included in the Resolution.  The fee was 
added to the Resolution 0 to $15.  This money is deposited in the General Fund.   

 
The fee for a permit for the street openings was increased from $250 to $350 for a cut 
of 15 square feet.   

 
3. Mayor Brosius requested that the Proclamation that was presented to the former Chief 

of Police, Lawrence Redington, be included in the minutes.  (The Proclamation is 
included at the end of the meeting minutes.) 

 
4. Mayor Brosius recognized the achievement of Justin Fasold, who became an Eagle 

Scout on December 27, 2003.  She attended that ceremony and will be sending a 
certificate and letter to Justin, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Fasold.   

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting  

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

January 20, 2004 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen 
Brosius; Robin Martin, Borough Solicitor; Clifford Kriner, Police Sergeant; Nate Fisher, 
Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  
 
Eight members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
• Judy Ann Schmidt stated that, from Leighow Avenue, it is difficult to see the traffic 

traveling south on Strawbridge Road.  This same problem exists at Horizon Avenue.  Ms. 
Schmidt suggested that a mirror be installed across from the Leighow Avenue.  Nate 
Fisher, Street Supervisor, was asked to inspect the intersection tomorrow to see what 
could be done. 

 
• Robert McPherson, a member of the #1 Fire Department, stated that he has submitted his 

name for the 2nd Assistant Fire Chief.  The Fire Board has not had a meeting to vote on the 
position.  Mr. McPherson stated that five members of the board must be present to have a 
quorum at the meeting.  Since only six of the nine members may vote, he explained that 
four votes are required to win the position.  The Fire Board is composed of nine members, 
three from each fire company and three Fire Chiefs.  The Fire Chiefs may not vote for 
chief.  Mr. McPherson believes that the Fire Board may not have a quorum this year 
because he thinks that the Hookies do not want him to be appointed Fire Chief.  Mayor 
Brosius stated that she has not received minutes of a Fire Board meeting since April.  She 
has attended most of the meetings, with exception of the November meeting.  Very few 
meetings could be conducted because of a lack of a quorum.  Mr. McPherson stated that 
the Fire Board meetings have been changed from the fourth Tuesday of the month at the 
Hookies to the second Wednesday of the month at the #1’s.  The meetings now follow the 
Fire Relief Association meetings.    

 
Mike McPherson added that at a fire scene the night before the scheduled Fire Board 
meeting, members from the Hook and Ladder Company were informed that the #1’s had a 
person to nominate for the 2nd Assistant Fire Chief position.  He said that Mr. Troup was 
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in Canada the night of the Fire Board meeting, but the other two representatives from the 
Hookies were also not in attendance.   

 
Atty. Martin stated that the Borough’s Ordinance states that the Borough Council is to 
confirm the people who sit on the Fire Board, after the Fire Board has approved them.  
The council must also approve the nominee for chief. 
 
Mr. Straub read a portion of the minutes of the December council meeting, which stated 
that Mr. Crebs requested that a member of the Public Safety Committee and the Fire 
Police attend the Fire Board meetings.  He informed the council that the Fire Board 
meetings would be on the second Wednesday of the month at 8:00 p.m.  Therefore, Mr. 
Straub concluded, the members of the Fire Board who represent the Hookies were aware 
of the scheduled meeting.  Mr. McPherson stated that they knew at the Fire Board meeting 
in November when the meetings were scheduled for 2004.     

 
Brian Crebs is the 1st Assistant Fire Chief and Jim Troup, Steve Cimino, and Mike Keeley 
are the Fire Board representatives from the Hookies.   

 
Mr. Martin stated that he does not think that the council can confirm a Fire Chief without 
a vote from the Fire Board.  Mr. Martin read Section 5.3.B. of the Borough Code, 
“Commencing November 1, 1982, the Second Assistant Fire Chief shall be elected 
biannually on the first day of November by a majority of the Fire Board present and 
voting, excluding the Fire Chief and the First and Second Assistant Fire Chief...”  The 
ordinance does not say what happens if the Fire Board does not have the selection 
completed by November.  However, the ordinance does say that the Borough Council has 
the job of “confirming”, not selecting, everyone.  Mr. Martin advised that the Borough 
could schedule a meeting with the Fire Board.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the council also has the 
power to dissolve the Board.  Mr. Martin responded that the council does have that power; 
but then they would need to establish something to replace the Fire Board. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to hold an emergency Fire Board meeting.  Discussion took 
place about the date of the meeting.  Mr. Wolfe withdrew his motion because no date 
could be agreed upon. 

 
Mr. Robin Bolig stated that the Fire Companies do work well together at fires and in 
emergency situations.   

 
Mr. Shaffer stated that the Fire Chief does have the authority to structure the command in 
the event that the Borough Council abolishes the Fire Board. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Fire Board would have another month to vote on the fire chief 
recommendation and present the name to the council. 

 
• Mr. Mike Hubicki asked if there is a schedule for the streets to be plowed.  He stated that 

a street in Branchview was not plowed.  Mr. Fisher stated that the crew was out to salt and 
cinder the streets. 
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• Mr. Ditton asked Sgt. Kriner if there is a law that dictates how many signs must be posted 
throughout the borough to inform the public of no parking, etc.  Sgt. Kriner stated that he 
is not aware of a law that states the placement of signs.  Mr. Ditton questioned if signs 
could be posted at the entrances to the Borough.  Mr. Shaffer stated that two signs are to 
be posted in every block.  Mr. Ditton replied that a “No Parking” sign is missing on Fifth 
Street. 

 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius announced that she has given Brad Hare’s resignation letter to the Personnel 
Committee. 
 
The Revitalization Committee met last evening and requested that the Mayor voice the 
following concerns to the council: 
 

• The bricks in the downtown streets should be replaced. 
 
• Cars are being parked in front yards, especially on the hill section of the 

Borough.  Mr. Ruane stated that the Borough has an ordinance prohibiting cars 
to be parked in front yards.  He added that if a car does not have a license or 
current inspection, it is considered abandoned and the owner may be cited. 

 
• A home on the hill has several families living in a single-family dwelling.  Mr. 

Ruane stated that the occupancy of a dwelling is determined by the size of the 
living room.  More than one family may occupy the dwelling.  If the living 
room measures 10’ x 15’, six or more people may live in the house. 

 
• Houses have living room furniture on the front porches.  Complaint forms are 

available in the Borough Office.  Anyone having a complaint about a specific 
property should fill out a form so the Code Officer can inspect the property. 

 
• Sidewalks are blocked off because they are not completed.  Atty. Martin stated 

that if the sidewalk is not completed, it is necessary to block it off.  Atty. 
Martin stated that enforcement actions could be taken once the weather 
improves.   

 
• Revitalization reported a successful season at Santa’s House.  They 

acknowledged the Improvement Committee, the Kiwanis Club, and the 
Revitalization Committee for providing refreshments and helping with the 
decorating.  Special thanks were extended to Donnie Keeley and Jim 
Groninger for helping Santa with his duties. 

 
The next meeting of the Revitalization Committee is scheduled for February 16th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The Second Street Community Center Committee 
The committee has received Mr. Gary Wolfe’s recommendations and is moving forward with 
plans to open the gymnasium for summer use.  The committee will hold a reorganizational 
meeting on February 2 at 7:00 p.m.  New members and officers are to be named that that time.  
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No new information has been received from the insurance company regarding the coverage 
for the fire in the building last July. 
  
Sewer Authority Report 
The Sewer Authority and the council will be meeting on Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Public Works Department Report 
 No report 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

 Mr. Ruane provided the council with his activities for the month of December 2003 
and an annual report for 2003.  The Code Officer’s reports are on file in the Borough 
Office. 

 Act 45 has been adopted by the state of Pennsylvania.  This Act requires that building 
construction be inspected.  The Borough must opt in or out. If the Borough opts in, 
they must adopt an ordinance and determine fees relating to the state-required 
inspections.  The COG is contracting with Light-Heigle to perform the inspections.  
Mr. Ruane is obtaining certification to inspect the construction.  Mr. Ruane can then 
be the Borough’s primary inspector and Light-Heigle can be utilized as his backup.  If 
the Borough opts out, residents will be responsible for obtaining their own inspectors 
for construction on their property. 

 The Borough won the case concerning the annual rental fees.  Additional citations 
have been served.   

 Verizon was working on Fifth Street to repair cable.  Mr. Ruane informed the 
company that the street must be restored by the end of April, before the top coat of 
paving is begun.     

 A truck has been parked on Orange Street.  The owner runs an extension cord across 
the street.  Council discussed that this creates a hazard and should not be permitted.  
Council requested that Mr. Ruane notify him that he may not run the cord over the 
street because it is a safety issue. 

 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. for the Executive Session.  The meeting was 
reconvened at 7:50 p.m.  Topics discussed were personnel and a legal issue.   
  
Committee Reports 
 Finance 

Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the $900 bid for the police vehicle.  Mr. Straub seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

 Personnel 
Mrs. Groninger moved to confirm the compromise that was made with the union on 
January 19, 2004.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

  
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Personnel Committee interviewed a candidate for part-
time police officer on January 14th.  She added that the committee’s obligation is to 
hire from the Civil Service list.  The Civil Service Commission presented one name to 
the Personnel Committee for this position.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the Personnel 
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Committee unanimously agreed to recommend that Michael Vognetz be hired as a 
part-time police officer.  Mrs. Groninger so moved and Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, 
and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Carl voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
Mr. Shaffer suggested that the council consider hiring Mr. Shennon Klopp as an 
additional part-time officer.  Mr. Wolfe stated that Sgt. Kriner and the Mayor should 
recommend to the Personnel Committee whether or not an additional part-time officer 
is needed.   

 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Borough has received a resignation from Mr. Bradley 
Hare.  Mr. Shaffer moved to accept Mr. Hare’s resignation, with regret.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Sgt. Kriner stated that the department does have a need for additional part-time 
officers because the part-time officers have other jobs and are not always available.  
He added that the department is reduced by one full-time officer.  Sgt. Kriner also said 
that by the department operating within the part-time budget, an additional officer 
would not cost additional money.  

   
 Property 
 No report. 
 
 Public Safety 

Mr. Troxell asked if residents are being cited for not shoveling sidewalks.  Sgt. Kriner 
stated that they normally put yellow warnings on the doors.  The ordinance states that 
sidewalks must be shoveled within twenty-four hours from the end of the snowfall.  
The council discussed the situation and vacant properties.   
 

 Street 
 A Street Committee meeting is scheduled for February 11, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 Parks and Recreation 
 No report 
  
Old Business 
  
New Business 

Requiring Council Approval 
1.  Mr. Troxell moved to approve the minutes of December 16, 2003 and January 5, 

2004.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mrs. Groninger abstained 
because she was not present at the December 16th meeting.  Motion passed 6-0 with 1 
abstention. 

 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  

Mrs. Groninger asked if the rock salt bill is being paid temporarily from the Liquid 
Fuels account.  The Borough Secretary stated that she would like the General Fund to 
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reimburse the Liquid Fuels account at some point during the year.  Mrs. Groninger 
agreed that the money could be used on a temporary basis, adding that it was her 
understanding that the Street Tax and the Liquid Fuels funding should be spent to pave 
the borough streets.  Roll call vote to pay the bills – All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $17,019.29.  The Liberty 
Pool bills total $25.92; and the Liquid Fuels bills total $953.68.  

 
3. Committee appointments 

 Mr. Straub made a motion to appoint Jonathan Rees to the Planning 
Commission to a term ending 8/31/2007.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
Mayor Brosius stated that Mr. Rees is a teacher at the Northumberland 
Christian School and an engineer.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
 Mr. Shaffer moved to appoint the following people to the Second Street 

Community Center Committee:  Bill Shambach, Bethel Shambach, Jacqui 
Barone, Barb Leffler and Russell “Buzz” Meachum.  These appointments are 
in addition to the original committee appointments and have no terms.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
 Mr. Ditton moved to appoint Linda Hixson to the Appeals Board to a term 

ending 1/31/2007.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 

4. Larson Design Group has requested that the Borough accept an agreement with the 
firm to act as the Borough’s engineers.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the issue until the meeting in 
February.   

 
5. Mr. Straub stated that the Pineknotter Days Association has requested permission to 

store the hotdog wagon in the Recycling Building so repairs may be made.  Permission 
was granted. 

 
6. Mrs. Groninger stated that in order to improve the community and attract new 

residents, ordinances must be enforced.  The burning ordinance should be observed; 
sidewalks should be shoveled; trash should be removed; vehicles should be removed 
from front yards.  She added that the bricks in the downtown streets are an added 
expense but they do beautify the downtown, as do the pots of flowers.  She also would 
like to see young trees planted in the tree line when older trees are removed.  Until 
property owners are encouraged to clean up their properties, the town will not attract 
new residents.  She would like the Borough to be known for “good manners and 
consideration”. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting  

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

February 3, 2004 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
  
Roll Call 
Council members present were Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Greg Shaffer, and Darvin Straub.  Councilman Greg Carl was absent.  Others 
present were Gretchen Brosius, Mayor, Robin Martin, Solicitor, Clifford “Butch” Kriner, 
Police Sergeant, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor, 
Cindy Lark, Sewer Authority representative, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Three guests introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 

 Mr. James Bell of the VFW Last Man’s Club and a World War II veteran presented 
the council with plans for the monument to be erected in King Street Park along 
Second Street.  The monument would be dedicated in memory of the deceased 
veterans from Northumberland and Point Township. 

The Sunbury Monumental Works is building the 8-foot tall tablet, which will be 
decorated with the emblems of the six branches of the Armed Forces — Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard and Merchant Marines.  Centered on the top will be 
an 18-inch gold star.  Forty-six names will be listed and space is available should it 
ever be necessary to list additional names.  

After attending a council meeting in 2003 and obtaining council’s permission to erect 
the monument, Mr. Bell stated that news articles in The Daily Item resulted in 
additional contributions for the project.  Donations totaled $14,460 and the 
organization decided to erect a larger monument.  

Mr. Bell said that the new monument would be dedicated on Saturday, May 29, 2004 
at 2 p.m.  This is the same time that the World War II monument is to be dedicated in 
Washington, D.C.  State Rep. Merle Phillips will be the guest speaker for the 
ceremony.  
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 Mr. William Roll stated that he was present at a past council meeting and had received 
approval for the stormwater management plans for Phase IV of the Branchview 
Development.  He has resubmitted the plans to the Northumberland County Planning 
Commission and the Borough’s Planning Commission because lot lines were altered.  
The County has approved the revised plans.  At a meeting last Thursday, the Planning 
Commission tabled approval of the revised plans, pending more information regarding 
the paved width of the road.  Mr. Troxell asked Mr. Roll if the shoulders would be 
paved.  Mr. Roll stated that the shoulders are not to be paved; but the Borough 
Ordinance does not require paved shoulders.  He explained that the width of the paved 
area would be twenty feet, with 8-foot shoulders on either side.  The Planning 
Commission is scheduled to meet on Thursday, February 26, to review the plans. 

 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that Sgt. Kriner has obtained figures for new parking meters at a cost 
of $102 each with a 2-year warranty.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the purchase of ten (10) electronic parking meters at a 
cost of $102 each from Duncan Industries, with the funding to come from the Parking Meter 
Fund.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if it would be possible to have the snow cleared from around the parking 
meters.  Many of the meters are difficult to access.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the Street 
Supervisor see what can be done.   
 
The new part-time police officer is scheduled to start work on February 7, 2004. 
 
The Priestley Society of Birstall and Heckmondwike had invited Borough officials to 
participate in events in England commemorating the 200th anniversary celebrations of the life 
of Joseph Priestley.  Andrea Bashore, Historic Site Administrator at the Joseph Priestley 
House, is attending the ceremonies.  Mayor Brosius has sent some memorabilia and to group 
from the Borough. 
 
The Senior Action Center has invited the Mayor and a Borough Council representative to 
attend a meeting at the center on March 11 at 12:15 p.m.  Mayor Brosius plans to attend and 
asked that council members let her know who would be available to attend. 
 
The History Day committee has meetings scheduled for Wednesday, February 4th, at the 
Kiwanis Building, and Monday, February 16th, at the Borough Building. 
 
Twenty-four citations were issued for not clearing sidewalks following the recent snowfall. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
No report. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
No report. 
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Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the Code Office activity for the month of January 2004.   
 
The council members have been requested to attend a COG meeting on February 18th at 7:00 
p.m. at Wolfe’s Crossroads to learn about the Uniform Construction Code, the state’s new 
regulations for building inspections.  The COG has appointed Light - Heigle & Associates as 
the entity that will administer the code for any member municipalities who are interested.  At 
this meeting, information will be provided about how the code will be administered and what 
will be expected of the municipality.  Mr. Ruane is obtaining certification for some of the 
inspections; however, the Borough will need to use Light – Heigle & Associates for some 
inspections and as Mr. Ruane’s back-up.   
 
Parks and Recreation Committee 
No report. 
  
Council Committee Reports 
 Finance 

Mr. Wolfe provided the council with a financial report for the month of 
January 2004. 
 

 Personnel 
Mr. Wolfe scheduled a meeting for February 10th at 7:00 p.m. for the Police 
Contract Negotiating Committee.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if an agreement is 
reached, all council members will be provided with copies of the contract, and 
a vote of the full council is anticipated in March. 
 

 Property 
Mr. Straub has provided the committee members and the Street Supervisor 
with a list of items to be addressed at the various Borough properties. 
 

 Public Safety 
  Mr. Shaffer stated that the Fire Board meets on February 11th.   
 
 Streets 

Mr. Troxell stated that a committee meeting is scheduled for February 11th at 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Straub announced that the Second Street Community Center Committee met last 

night.  The committee elected the following officers:  Brian Ginck, President; Eugene 
Brosius, Vice-President; Bethel Shambach, Secretary; and Joseph Epler, Treasurer.  The 
committee is obtaining an estimate for the cost to make the gymnasium usable.  It is 
hoped that the gym can be utilized this summer.  A letter is being sent to the Degenstein 
Foundation to update them on the fundraising efforts for the center.  Mayor Brosius stated 
that Rep. Phillips has assured her that the state funding for the project is still on his list.   
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Mayor Brosius added that Beth and Kelsey Ginck would also like to join the committee.  
Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Beth and Kelsey Ginck to the Second Street committee.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that the Shikellamy Librarian, Ann Sabol, is in 
charge of a group of sophomores who are interested in using the Second Street building 
as their project to develop ideas and learn about obtaining grants.  Mayor Brosius has 
provided her with some information and Mr. Straub will provide additional information.   
  

2. The meeting with the Sewer Authority and PAWC is tentatively scheduled for February 
25th at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if the council does not hear differently, the 
meeting would be held at that time. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $24,785.72; the 
Liberty Pool account bills total $9.51; and the Liquid Fuels bills are $946.47. 

 
2. Mr. Ruane stated that Mr. Mark Heintzelman is interested in building a house at the 

rear of a lot that extends from King Street to unopened Wheatley Avenue.  The 
structure would be accessed on Wheatley Avenue from Eighth Street.  Mr. 
Heintzelman has proposed that he would maintain the road and include a maintenance 
clause in the deed.  Mr. Heintzelman is submitting his proposal to the Planning 
Commission. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting  

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

March 2, 2004 
  

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
  
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg Shaffer, 
Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen Brosius, 
Mayor; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Nate Fisher, 
Street Supervisor; Cindy Lark, Sewer Authority representative; and Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  Councilman Greg Carl was absent because he had a work commitment. 
 
Branchview Subdivision Plan IV 
Mr. Ruane presented the revised Branchview Subdivision Plan IV & V.  Mr. Wolfe moved 
to adopt the plan; Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
Planning Commission had concerns about the runoff along the berm.  Mr. Troxell stated 
that this plan complies with the present ordinance, requiring 20-foot width of pavement 
and 8-foot gravel berms on each side.  Mr. Troxell stated that the Borough should consider 
paving the berms when the road is paved.  Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voiced opinions 
that the Borough cannot afford to pave the berms because other streets need to be paved.  
Roll call vote to accept the Branchview Subdivision Plan IV & V as revised - All ayes.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Seven guests introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Fire Chief Josh Newbury asked what the council’s intentions are pertaining to the Fire 
Board.  He understands that there have been some thoughts on abolishing the Board.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the appointment of the 2nd Assistant Chief has been held up because there 
has been no vote.  Mr. Mike McPherson stated that the Number 1 Fire Department has 
nominated Pat McPherson for the 2nd Assistant Fire Chief position.  The Hook and Ladder 
Company wanted to present his name to their company for approval before the Fire Board 
would vote.  Mr. Wolfe asked Chief Newbury what he thinks the Council should do with 
the Fire Board.  Chief Newbury stated that the Fire Board members are not opposed to 
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having the Board abolished.  Mr. Shaffer explained that the Department of Community and 
Economic Development (DCED) has been contacted and a representative will be present at 
the next Public Safety Committee meeting on March 23rd at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 
restructuring of the Fire Board as well as requirements for volunteer firefighters.  Mr. 
Wolfe added that the restructuring would most probably include Borough citizens who are 
not members of the Fire Department or the Borough Council.  Mr. Bolig requested that 
both companies be informed of the meeting.  Letters will be sent to the company 
presidents, Dave Bogovich and Todd Attinger.  Mayor Brosius added that she would attend 
the Fire Board meeting next week and announce the Public Safety Meeting to the group. 
 
Mrs. Patty Young stated that she is surprised that more people aren’t present to complain 
about the taxes, both the Borough and County taxes.  She questioned what recreation is 
available in the Borough that the citizens are being taxed for.  She asked why Jolly Hollow 
could not be used for winter recreation and also if it is for sale.  Mr. Wolfe said that the 
council has not decided whether to sell the Jolly Hollow property.  Mr. Ditton stated that 
the council tried to have ice-skating in the park but the neighbors complained.  When there 
was a skate park at Jolly Hollows, neighbors there complained.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
Recreation Tax is being used for the swimming pool, Pineknotter Park, and utilities in the 
parks.  Mrs. Young stated that the Borough does not have recreational activities for 
children.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the Recreation Committee has been searching for 
volunteers and they just aren’t available.  Mrs. Young is concerned that the Borough is 
spending money that it doesn’t have.  Mr. Shaffer explained that the storm water project 
was done to eliminate flooding and water problems.  In addition to the storm water project, 
this council is paving streets that are in poor condition.  Mr. Straub added that a lot of 
money has been spent on the baseball field at Pineknotter Park.  Mrs. Young stated that 
children are no longer permitted to ride their bikes in the park.  Mayor Brosius replied that 
the council prohibited bike riding in the park because of the damage that was being done in 
the park by older children.  Mr. Wolfe said that the council agrees with Mrs. Young’s 
comments.  Mayor Brosius suggested that Mrs. Young attend the Recreation Committee 
meetings to give them her ideas.   
   
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius provided the council with her report, which is on file in the Borough 
Office.  She will represent the Borough at an Eagle Ceremony for Ian Keefer.   
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that the Sewer Authority is looking into making repairs on Orange 
Street.   
The meeting with the Sewer Authority and PAWC is set for tomorrow at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Fisher reported that the new truck has arrived.   
The crew has spread millings on the driveway behind the garage. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on the Code Enforcement Office activity for February.  He 
recommended that the Borough adopt the Building Construction Code ordinance. 
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Mr. Wolfe moved to begin the process for adopting the Uniform Construction Code.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the first reading of this ordinance would be in April; the second 
reading would be in May, to go into effect June 1, 2004. 
 
Mr. Ruane stated that a property owner at 555 Susquehanna Road has requested 
permission to place a stone driveway in front of his garage.  There is a driveway that 
extends to the garage doors, which is at the end of the garage, instead of in the front.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that a property owner on King Street parks in his front yard.  Discussion.  
According to the Borough ordinance, cars may not be parked in front yards.  Mr. Martin 
agreed that it would be a violation according to the ordinance.  Council requested that 
anyone who is not in compliance with this ordinance be cited.  Mr. Martin suggested that 
the issue be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
Parks and Recreation 
No report. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. and reconvened at 8:18 p.m.  Litigation and 
personnel issues were discussed.  
 
Committee Reports 
 Finance 
  Bond Issue 

Mr. Ditton suggested that the Borough put a referendum on the November 
ballot to get the voters’ approval to obtain funding to repair the Borough 
streets.  Council discussed the possible types of funding and whether or not a 
referendum would be advisable.  Mr. Wolfe asked what the council would need 
to do to initiate a referendum.  Mr. Martin will obtain more information for the 
council. 

   
Transference of Funds 

 The new truck has arrived.  The Finance Committee budgeted to borrow    
$30,000 of the $49,297 total price of the truck.  The remaining $19,297 is to 
come from the General Fund.  Until more tax money is received, it was 
suggested that $4,297 be transferred from the General Contingency fund and 
$15,000 be transferred from the UDAG fund to pay for the truck.  Mr. Troxell 
moved to transfer the money from the UDAG and General Contingency funds.  
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
 Personnel 
 Grant Writer 

Mrs. Groninger stated that the Personnel Committee would like to pursue the 
hiring of a Grant Writer.  She moved that the Borough look into hiring a Grant 
Writer with the compensation to come from the Administrative fee in the grant.  
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Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise for a Grant Writer.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton stated that some of the grants have an 
Administrative Fee based on a percentage of the grant.  He feels that a cap 
should be put on the compensation.  It was agreed to defer to the Finance 
Committee to determine how to compensate this position.  No vote was 
conducted.   

 
Training (welding) for Borough Crew – The topic was tabled because Mr. Carl 
is absent. 

 
Property 

Mr. Straub made a motion to join the Professional Recyclers of Pennsylvania 
(PROP) at a fee of $70.00.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked if the recycling committee has met and provided information 
to Mr. Straub.  Mr. Straub replied that at this time, no meetings have been held 
by the group, but Mr. Straub has obtained some information and plans to hold a 
meeting soon.  He added that Tom Wandishin has the group’s books.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that the council would like to know if the volunteer 
organizations have received money for their work last year.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that he feels that Mr. Straub is confident that there is adequate interest in 
continuing the Recycling Organization and a good group of people who are 
willing to do the work, even if they do not have officers.  Mrs. Groninger asked 
if Mr. Straub thought the Kiwanis Club would be in charge of the Recycling 
Program.  He felt that the group would be interested.  Mrs. Groninger added 
that the Kiwanis Club had supported the swimming pool with their money from 
recycling.  Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call vote on the motion to join PROP.  
Mr. Troxell, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Wolfe and 
Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 4-2. 

  
 Second Street Community Center  

Mr. Straub stated that the committee met last evening.  Estimates were obtained 
from T-Ross Brothers to renovate the gym ($240,000) and construct an addition 
for bathrooms and a handicapped access ($240,000).  This includes everything, 
equipment and heating system.  The committee is meeting on Saturday at 10:30 
a.m. to inspect the building.  They wish to see if it would be feasible to use the 
bathroom facilities that are located in the new part of the building instead of 
building an addition.  Mr. Straub stated that the committee is also considering 
obtaining prices for rubber roofs for the two wings of the structure. 

 
Mr. Straub moved to accept the proposal of $20,734 from Tuscarora Wayne 
Insurance for the settlement for the fire damage at the Second Street building.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Ditton 
voted nay.  Motion passed 5-1. 
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Public Safety 
The committee will hold a meeting on March 23rd at 6:30 p.m.  A 
representative from D.C.E.D. will be present to discuss the Fire Board and state 
and federal requirements for volunteer firefighters. 

 
 Streets 
 No report. 
 
Old Business 

1. Posting Signs on Designated Streets   
Mr. Wolfe stated that this topic was discussed at the work session.  Signs can be 
posted on designated streets prohibiting truck parking.  It is not necessary to post 
all streets.  Mayor Brosius asked if the Borough could send a letter to a violator, 
stating that an ordinance is being broken and asking him not to park his truck on 
the Borough streets.  Sgt. Kriner stated that although an ordinance had been 
enacted, the streets must be posted for vehicle code violations in order for the 
ordinance to be enforced.  The Mayor discussed the situation where an electrical 
cord has been run from a property to a truck.  Sgt. Kriner stated that warnings have 
been given and if it happens again, the offender will be cited as a crimes code 
violation, not a vehicle code violation.  The Street Committee will determine where 
the signs are to be posted. 
    

2. Liens on properties 
Mr. Troxell asked if liens were filed on two Borough properties.  Mr. Martin said 
the liens had been filed and he will check on their status at the courthouse.   
Bills have been sent to a property owner of two properties in the Borough for snow 
removal done by the Borough Crew.  Mrs. Groninger moved to put liens on the 
properties if the bills are not paid within two weeks of the billing date.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 

New Business 
Requiring Council Approval 
1. Mr. Troxell moved to approve the minutes of January 20 and February 3, 2004.  

Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
2. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills, including the PennVest payment, the SUN 

Bank loan payment and the Solicitor’s monthly retainer.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

3. Council discussed establishing an Ordinance Committee.  Mr. Wolfe appointed Mr. 
Ditton Chairman and Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Troxell to the committee.  
Discussion continued and it was determined not to establish the committee at this 
time.  

4. A correspondence has been received from Ruth A. Moraski of The Zigmund Co., 
Ltd. regarding the Borough’s insurance.  Ms. Moraski is an insurance consultant.   
She will attend the Work Session to make a presentation to council. 

5.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to pay for ten subscriptions of the Borough News.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, 
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Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion passed 
5-1.  

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting  

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

April 6, 2004, 7:00 PM 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
  
Roll Call 

Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen 
Brosius, Mayor; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Clifford Kriner, Police Department; Paul Ruane, 
Code Enforcement Officer; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.   

There were twenty visitors present who introduced themselves. 

Public Comment  
Judy Eldridge, a part-time resident of Northumberland, stated that she and her husband 
recently received a citation for failure to remove snow.  At the time, they were in Florida.  
However, they do employ two people to clear their walks.  Ms. Eldridge stated that they 
attended a hearing with the District Justice and the case was dismissed.  She requested that 
in the future, they be contacted before a citation is issued if there is a problem.  Mr. Ditton 
stated that they should ask a neighbor to inform them if the snow is not cleared.  Mr. 
Shaffer stated that the police department issued citations on the direction of council 
because complaints were received.  He added that the Borough cannot be responsible for 
contacting everyone who may be out of town during snowstorms.   
 
Ms. Patty Young voiced her concern about the charges for the use of the King Street Park.  
Her church requested permission to hold a sunrise service in the park and was told that the 
charge would be $50.00.  It was explained that the council had established a fee for the use 
of the park because additional work is created for the street crew.   
 
Ms. Young stated that she heard that the council is hiring an Insurance Consultant for 
$3,500.  She asked why the council doesn’t ask insurance agents who live in the Borough 
to review the insurances.  The council will vote later in the meeting on whether or not to 
hire the consulting firm. 
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Mrs. Pat Propst thanked the council for the time that they donate to serve on council.  She 
asked why the name of the pool was changed from the Liberty Pool to Liberty Splashland.  
Mr. Wolfe explained that the change was made two years ago through a contest.   
  
She stated that the Kiwanis had been informed that no taxes would be spent for the 
proposed water park.  Mr. Carl explained that no tax money has been spent for any of the 
items that are on the design for the water park.  Tax money has been used for pool repairs 
and upkeep.  The shallow end of the pool needs sandblasted.  The dump tower was built 
before the name was changed to Liberty Splashland.  Money for that was obtained through 
the Anselmo fund, the Haunted House fundraisers, and material and labor were donated.  
Other tax money was used to purchase chaise lounges.  Ms. Propst stated that she is not in 
favor because the pool is only operable three months out of the year.  Mr. Carl explained 
that a town is Montana has installed a flow rider and a lazy river.  Their season is shorter 
and the waterpark there is making a profit.   
 
Ms. Ruth Ford stated that she would like to have more emphasis placed on the Second 
Street Community Center and that the pool plans are competing with the Second Street 
plans.  She feels that more activities would be available year round at a community center 
and the pool would still only be open three months. 
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the recreation tax is 1.5 mills.  The amount of tax money 
generated by one mill is $13,000.  She is in favor of increasing this tax to establish a 
contingency fund for emergency repairs at the pool and for matching funds for grants for 
Second Street renovations.  Mrs. Groninger would like the council to increase the 
recreation tax so money is available for the pool and other recreational endeavors.   
 
Presentation from Pennsylvania American Water Company 
Mr. Wolfe stated that this presentation is for the council to vote whether or not to approve 
a study of the Sewer Authority to be conducted by the Pennsylvania American Water 
Company.  He added that this does not mean that the council is planning to sell the 
authority.   
 
Mr. Ted Reed provided hard copies of a power point presentation that was made to the 
council at their last work session.  He repeated that the company’s request is for the 
council to approve the study.  If the study is approved, the company will provide the 
Borough with an analysis and the fair market value of the Sewer Authority.  The study 
would take approximately three months. 
 
Mr. Reed made the following points: 

• The Borough receives cash at the time of closing. 
• The Borough keeps all cash and cash reserves, including capital reserves, which the 

authority now owns. 
• The Borough keeps all bond reserve funds. 
• The Borough keeps all accounts receivable. 
• The Borough is responsible for paying all outstanding bonds and debts, and all 

accounts payable as of the date of sale. 
• The Borough is relieved of all regulatory responsibilities. 
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Mr. Reed stated that the company would want the current employees to remain because 
they know the system and live in the community.   
He explained that due to their size, the company has volume purchasing power.   
 
The American Water Company has received state and national awards for their business 
policies.   
 
Mr. Reed requested that the council determine whether to permit the Pennsylvania 
American Water Company to conduct the study.  He reviewed the items that would be 
required of the Sewer Authority to conduct the study.  Once the study is completed, the 
company will make an offer.  At that time, the council would determine whether to accept, 
decline, or negotiate the offer. 
   
Ms. Ruth Ford stated that predictions for the future are that water is going to become one 
of the most valuable assets.  She voiced concern that a foreign country would have control 
of the Borough’s water.  Mr. Reed stated that under the laws of the United States, the EPA 
rules; another country does not have absolute power.   The PUC must approve increases in 
the rates. 
 
Mrs. Ford asked why the company should acquire this system.  Mr. Reed replied that the 
company has identified 44 facilities that are conducive to their operation and the 
Borough’s Sewer Authority is one of those facilities.  The PUC generally sets their rates 
that restrict their return to a 10% profit. 
   
Mr. Pat McPherson stated that he is not in favor of “giving away the farm”.  Mr. Reed 
asked how much money the Borough receives from the Sewer Authority each year.  The 
reply was zero.  Mr. Reed stated that the Borough should not “give away the farm” but 
should negotiate a fair price for the property.  Mr. Reed stated that the council would have 
the responsibility to decide how to use the money received from the sale.  Coatesville has 
established a trust fund with the money they derived from the sale of their water and sewer 
authorities.  Only the interest is being used.  Additionally, Coatesville’s sewer system rates 
have not increased since 1993. 
 
Mrs. Propst asked if in the cost analysis, the company would inform the council of the 
amount that would come back to the borough in taxes.     
 
Mr. Reed replied that the company would inform the Borough of what the full offer is, 
what the rates would be, and would provide the Borough with a complete analysis of 
capital needs which the borough can use.  An analysis of capital needs would probably cost 
over $20,000 for an engineering study.  This analysis will be done by the water company 
for free.  
 
Mr. Troxell moved to approve the American Water Company’s study of the Sewer 
Authority, with full cooperation of the Borough and the Sewer Authority.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Another representative of the water company, Mr. Bob Schnitzler, was asked if the new 
water tank that is planned for the township would be an emergency tank or would always 
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be in operation.  Mr. Schnitzler explained that the tank is being constructed to alleviate the 
problems of low water pressure during a power outage.  Mr. Schnitzler explained that the 
tank would not increase the water pressure, but with the addition of the tank, the water 
pressure on the hill will be maintained and not decrease during a power outage. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius stated that the History Day Committee has requested permission to block 
off streets for History Day, as had been done last year.  Mr. Wolfe so moved.  Mr. Carl 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Bud Reader has resigned from the Fire Police.  A letter of appreciation for his years of 
service will be sent to him. 
 
The Mayor stated that the council has received the police report for the past month.  Mr. 
Ditton asked why the Borough’s police calls are not published in the Daily Item.  Sgt. 
Kriner stated that if this is what the council wishes, it will be done.  Mr. Wolfe moved to 
begin publishing a monthly summary of police calls in the Daily Item, beginning the end 
of April.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius explained that the police have an inventory of unclaimed bicycles that they 
would like to donate for a church group to send to Mexico.  Mr. Wolfe moved to do so.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Carl, Mr. 
Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Shaffer voted nay.  Motion 
passed 5-2. 
 
Ten new parking meters have been received.  They will replace those that are inoperable.  
 
Mayor Brosius received a correspondence from the Mayor of Sunbury, Dave Persing, 
requesting the Borough’s support for a DCED study of a joint police force.  Mr. Wolfe 
recommended that Mayor Persing be invited to the council’s work session on April 20th. 
 
Second Street Committee  
Mr. Brian Ginck, a member of the committee, stated that at the meeting last evening a goal 
was set to get the gym opened.  They are proposing that ServPro be hired to conduct some 
of the cleaning in the building.  The cost to clean under the stage and in the two stairwells 
would be approximately $5,730.   
 
Mr. Troxell asked what would be used for bathroom facilities when the gym is opened.  
Mr. Straub replied that the bathrooms in the newer wing could be used.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to make up to $6,500 available from the insurance claim for 
cleaning the building.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Troxell 
voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.   
  
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. for an Executive Session.  The meeting was 
reconvened at 8:50 p.m.  Litigation issues were discussed. 
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Public Works Department Report 
The council and mayor offered congratulations to Nate Fisher and his family on the recent 
birth of his son. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on his activity for the month of March 2004.     
 
Mr. Ditton asked the status of the parking in the front yard on Susquehanna Street.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that the cars are no longer parked in the front yard.  Mr. Ditton stated that his 
neighbor still parks in his front yard.   
 
Parks and Recreation 
Pineknotter Park 
Mr. Wolfe stated that Brian Luden called him and suggested that the Little League would 
pay the difference for the fence and concrete over the $5,000 Anselmo donation.  He 
requested that the Borough forward the $5,000 to the company when the invoice is 
received.   
 
Mr. Carl stated that he, Mike Daddario, and Doug Palkendo have been the only committee 
members who have attended the meetings.  Since the committee has no actual protocol, he 
would like to send letters to all the committee members to determine if they are still 
interested in serving on the committee.  Council approved. 
 
Mr. Carl stated that the Red Cross has requested permission to use the pool for the Learn-
to-Swim program.  He added that the pool does not charge for this program; however it 
may be necessary to consider a fee in the future because the pool has additional expenses 
due to the program.  They include use of the chemicals, the facility, electricity, etc.  Mr. 
Carl suggested that in the future, money should be budgeted to cover these expenses or the 
Red Cross should be asked to contribute a nominal fee toward these expenses.  The Red 
Cross does receive money through the United Way from the Anselmo Trust for the Learn-
to-Swim program.  
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the use of the pool for the Learn-to-Swim program from June 
14 to July 2, 2004.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Mr. Carl stated that he submitted a letter to the council regarding the project at the pool.  
He asked if the council is still in support of the project and if he may talk to public officials 
at any level to try to obtain funding for the pool project.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council should decide what projects are most important as well as 
most “do-able”.  He does not feel that the projects should be the pool versus the Second 
Street renovation.  Mr. Carl explained that the council does not know the actual economics 
on the Second Street project.  Studies have been completed for the pool project, which 
show this to be a viable goal.   
 
Mayor Brosius stated that Mr. Redington has provided estimates of the costs for a 
community center and conducted a survey during the Haunted House.  Mr. Shaffer replied 
that a professional firm conducted the feasibility study for the pool project and determined 
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that the project is feasible, while no similar study has been completed for the Second Street 
project to determine that the community center would be self-sustaining. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked Mr. Shaffer if he is supports moving the police station to the Second 
Street building.  Mr. Shaffer replied that he supports moving all the municipal offices to 
the building, not just the police department.  He feels that by housing all the offices there, 
the current Borough Building could be sold or rented.    
Mrs. Groninger said that both projects are worthwhile and are wonderful dreams, dreams 
that require a lot of work.  If the grant money is not forthcoming, the council will need to 
look real hard, but she is encouraged that volunteers are willing to work for the projects.  
Mrs. Groninger would like to give the Second Street committee more time to obtaining 
funding.   
 
Mr. Carl stated that he would like to know what the projected expenses are at the Second 
Street building and if the community center would be self-sustaining.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he would like the council to set a deadline and if the funding is not 
received by that time, the council should determine to sell the property.  Mr. Wolfe added 
that he does not know why council is putting one project against the other. 
 
Mrs. Groninger replied that she is not.  She also mentioned that Mr. Redington did at one 
time provide cost estimates. 
 
Mr. Wolfe said that the pool is being used, whereas the Second Street building has been 
sitting vacant for four years.  He added that it is excellent if the committee is planning on 
cleaning the gym so it may be used.  And three years ago, various groups were interested 
in using the gym.   
   
Mr. Troxell stated that both projects have problems.  The pool does not have sufficient 
parking for the projected attendance.  He thinks that the Second Street building is going to 
cost more to renovate than to tear down and build new.  He also does not feel that the 
Borough can afford the operational expenses once it is done.  Mayor Brosius replied that 
reputable contractors had told the Borough that this is a sound structure.  Mr. Troxell stated 
that the building is sound, but the windows should be replaced; and there is no insulation in 
the sidewalls.  Mr. Carl added that before the project is continued, the council needs to 
have hard-fact operational expense numbers. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he does not know what the council’s commitment is for either 
project.  Just like the ballfield at Pineknotter Park, the Borough is going to pay for the 
lights this year.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that she feels that Mr. Carl has a good point about obtaining facts 
and figures for the expenses.  She added that she would hate to give up on something now 
that there is hope among the volunteers and in obtaining the state grant.  Mayor Brosius 
added that according to Representative Phillips, who was very optimistic, this is the same 
grant funding as the money for Sunbury’s amphitheatre.    
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Mr. Wolfe stated that the council could entertain a motion that if the state funding is not 
received by the end of September, the council should look to the future of Second Street.   
 
Mr. Straub said that the Northumberland/ Point Township Senior Action Center is 
interested in moving the center to the building.  That would provide a monthly income.  
The Northumberland Christian School may be interested in utilizing the gymnasium for 
classes and sports activities.  They currently bus students to Winfield every day for gym 
classes.     
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that if the Borough had a grant writer, perhaps funding could be obtained 
for these projects.  He added that new equipment is purchased for the pool as funding is 
received.   
 
Mr. Shaffer made a motion that if the Borough does not receive the approved grant funds 
in the amount of $750,000 or greater by September 30, 2004, the council moves on the sale 
of the Second Street School property.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Mayor Brosius 
requested that the amount of the grant be verified.  Mr. Shaffer amended his motion to be 
state the actual amount of the approved grant.  Mr. Carl amended his second.  [The actual 
amount is $741,000.]  Mrs. Groninger stated that she feels the motion is unfair.  Roll call 
vote:  Mr. Carl, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, and Mr. Straub voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that she spoke with Mr. Reed, from the American Water 
Company, and she will be working to provide him with the information he requires to 
conduct the study of the Sewer Authority.  
 
Committee Reports 
 Finance 

The Borough received a final accounting from PennVest about the loan for the 
Stormwater Project.  The total amount borrowed is $998,983.07. 
 

 Personnel 
• Training (welding) for the Borough Crew is planned for this month at a fee of 

$300.   
 
Mr. Carl left the meeting at 9:35 p.m.   

 
• Mary Walden has applied for the Substitute School Crossing Guard position.  A 

motion to hire Mary Walden for this position was made by Mr. Wolfe and 
seconded by Mr. Shaffer.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
• Mr. Straub obtained information concerning a grant writer who works for 

Danville.  Council discussed options and Mr. Straub volunteered to contact 
Danville and SEDA-COG for additional information.     

  
Property 
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Mr. Straub stated that Helen Martin has provided the council with a Market 
Analysis of the Jolly Hollow property.  She estimates that the price for the two 
parcels is combined $30,000 to $35,000.  The topic was tabled and is to be 
discussed at a Property Committee meeting. 

   
 Public Safety  

Mr. Shaffer, chairman of the Public Safety committee, and Mayor Brosius met to 
with representatives of the fire department and DCED representative Dean 
Fernsler.  Mr. Fernsler gave a presentation on forming an Emergency Services Task 
Force.  This group would initially be comprised representatives of the fire 
department, a council member, and citizens at-large.  Mr. Shaffer added that both 
fire departments were present at the meeting and agreed with forming a task force.  
The Fire Board will remain in place and continue to function.  The task force is to 
have a mission statement and will have a set period of time to formulate 
recommendations to the council.  Mr. Fernsler had explained that because the 
majority of the members of this task force are citizens at-large, it has a community-
based interest, and if citizens are making decisions about what they feel the impact 
is on the community, council should be more considerate of those 
recommendations.  One citizen will be recommended by each fire company and 
two citizens are recommended by Borough Council.  The citizens may not have fire 
department or borough council ties.  Mr. Shaffer added that the citizens could be 
owners of a borough business or residents of the Borough or Point Township, since 
the township is in the immediate response area.   
 
Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Resolution B- 2004 which creates an Emergency 
Services Task Force.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
The Public Safety Committee is scheduled to meet the fourth Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30 p.m.  [Note:  The meeting was cancelled due to Election Day.] 

   
 Streets 

Don Free, from PennDOT’s Municipal Services Unit, met with Mr. Troxell and 
Mr. Ruane.  They looked at Fifth Street, King Street, Sheetz Avenue between 
Water and Priestley Avenue, and the berms on the hill.  Mr. Free estimated that the 
cost of paving of these streets and berms would be about $77,000.  Mr. Troxell 
would like to add the paving of Fifth Street from Prince Street to Strawbridge.  
Mrs. Groninger asked if storm water work is planned.  Mr. Troxell stated that new 
pipe should be installed at Third and King Streets.  Mr. Troxell added that Don 
Free said that the Borough doesn’t receive Liquid Fuels money for alleys, but the 
Borough may spend Liquid Fuels money to pave alleys.  Mr. Troxell recommended 
that the council should consider paving the berms in the Branchview Development 
when the new street is paved.  Mrs. Groninger stated that Don Free had told the 
committee that he did not recommend that the borough pave the berms on the hill.  
She added that the residents from the hill had asked the council if they could pave 
their own berms.  Mr. Ditton agreed that the Borough shouldn’t pave the berms. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to put the above recommended street projects out for bid.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, 
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and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion 
passed 4-2. 

 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 9:55 p.m. 
 
Mr. Straub made a motion to extend the meeting until 10:15.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton and 
Mr. Shaffer voted nay.  Motion passed 3-2. 
 
Old Business 

1. Liens on properties – Mr. Martin is checking on the liens that have been filed on 
several properties.   

2.  Insurance Review   
Mr. Wolfe requested a motion to hire Moraski Consultants for a review of the 
Borough’s insurances.  No motion was offered.   

3. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-1.  This is the first reading of 
Ordinance 2004-1, which adopts the Uniform Construction Code.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 5-0. 

4. Mr. Wolfe stated that the next issue of the newsletter is almost completed.   
  
New Business 

Requiring Council Approval 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of March 2, 2004.  Mr. Ditton seconded 

the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Troxell moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 

vote – All ayes.  Bill to be paid from the General Fund total $34,392.11; Liquid 
Fuels bills total $884.44; Liberty Pool bills total $31.49; and bills to be paid from 
the Parking Meter account total $1,034.28. 

 
3. Fire Police request.  Mr. Shaffer stated that Mr. Gottshall requested that the topic 

be tabled if he was not in attendance.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the topic. 
 

4. Mr. Ditton asked that the traffic light at Water and Duke Streets be repaired.  Beck 
Electric has been contacted and will be called again. 

 
Mr. Shaffer left the meeting at 10:03 p.m. 
 

5. Mr. Ditton remarked on a solicitation letter that was sent to Borough residents from 
the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company.  He objected to some of the 
comments in the letter.  Mr. Ditton stated that the letter says that the Borough is 
decreasing the fire department’s funding over the past several years.  Mr. Ditton 
added that there has been no decrease in funding from the Borough Council; and 
insurances and fire hydrant rentals have not decreased.  And the letter does not 
mention that the council was providing the company with $22,000 funding in 2002, 
but could not give the group the money because they will not produce a requested 
audit.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the fire company had over two years to provide the 
Borough with an audit.  Mr. Wolfe added that, although the council had not voted, 
it was council’s intention to continue with providing the company with 
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approximately $22,000 per year until the new fire truck is paid off; but not without 
an audit.  Mr. Ditton questioned what documentation the company provided to the 
leasing company in order to obtain the new fire truck.   

 
6. Mayor Brosius asked for permission to apply to the state for the Elm Street 

program.  She explained that through this five-year program, funding can be 
obtained for an area within a half mile of the downtown area.  Mr. Wolfe moved to 
approve the Mayor’s request.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Motion passed 4-0.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 pm 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting  

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

May 4, 2004, 7:00 PM 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
  
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Greg 
Shaffer, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen Brosius, 
Mayor; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Clifford Kriner, Police Department; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   

There were seven visitors present who introduced themselves. 

Public Comment 
1. Miss Amber Bender, a junior at Shikellamy High School, requested permission to close a 

portion of Priestley Avenue from Sheetz Avenue to Orange Street in order to hold a block 
party for her senior project.  She added that the owner of the train station is willing to 
cooperate with the project.  Dates for the block party were discussed.  Proceeds from the 
event will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to approve blocking off the portion of Priestley Avenue from Sheetz 
Avenue to Orange Street on Saturday, August 7th, from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the 
block party.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe amended the 
motion to include a rain date of August 14th.  Mr. Ditton amended the second.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that the event be posted on the bulletin board 
in the park and Mr. Wolfe suggested that Ms. Bender provide an article for the summer 
newsletter. 
 

2. Mr. Herb Gottshall, Fire Police, asked that the Borough permit the Fire Police to 
purchase a building in the Borough’s name.  Mrs. Groninger asked how many members 
are active in the organization.  Mr. Gottshall replied that currently there are six members 
of the Fire Police.  They would like to have a capital campaign to purchase the lot and 
erect a building that would include at least a one-car garage and a meeting room.  By 
putting the property in the Borough’s name, the property would be exempt from property 
taxes.   
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Mr. Gottshall stated that the group hopes to raise $50,000 to $60,000.   They are looking 
at a property on Duke Street that has an existing garage. 
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Property Committee was asked last year about a piece of 
land in the Borough.  The only possible available land was in front of the Recycling 
Center.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the group has a treasury and if they have fundraisers 
now.  Mr. Gottshall replied that the group has a fundraiser every year at Pineknotter 
Days.  The balance in their account is currently between three and four thousand dollars.  
Mr. Martin asked if the lot had been inspected or if it had ever housed a gas station.  It is 
the site of a former residence.  Mr. Martin suggested that the Property Committee should 
inspect the property before consenting to the purchase.  The group could still begin 
raising the funds.    
 
Mr. Straub moved to allow the Fire Police to conduct a capital campaign to raise funds to 
purchase property for a garage and meeting room.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 

Second Street Committee 
Mr. Brian Ginck expressed the Second Street Committee’s disappointment over the 
outcome of the last council meeting.  After he and other members of the committee left 
the April 6, 2004 council meeting, the Second Street building was discussed again.  He 
stated that the committee works for the council and asked if the council is still interested 
in having something done with the building.       

 
Mr. Carl stated that he is not in favor of going ahead with the Second Street Community 
Center project unless he knows that the center can support itself.   
 
Mr. Carl added that he was wrong at the last meeting for saying that people who were 
surveyed at the Haunted House did not want their tax dollars to go for the building.  He 
added that the survey does not represent the cross-section of people who live in the 
Borough, but was mostly completed by people under age 40.  He also said that the 
questionnaire was taken four years ago and did not specify how much or what type of tax 
increase may be proposed.  Mr. Carl also said that it would be wonderful if the state 
releases the grant money to the Borough for the project.  But other questions need to be 
answered such as whether the Borough will have enough revenues from the activities at 
the building to pay the utility and maintenance costs for the building.     

 
Mr. Ginck replied that as the council was discussing the wish of the Fire Police to have a 
place to meet, he was thinking that room could be made at the Second Street building for 
this group.   
 
Mr. Wolfe said that the vote was if the Borough does not get the money from the state, 
the $741,000, by the end of September, the council would look at other uses for the 
property.  He does not think that the majority of the council members are opposed to the 
project.   
 
Mr. Ginck replied that the committee was delayed with their plans by the fire.  Also, Mr. 
Redington retired and he was a driving force for the group.   
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The group has reorganized and is working toward a goal of opening the gym.  They have 
discussed options to bring money into the building and feel that local groups may be 
interested in using the gym.  Mr. Ginck said that at this point, he can’t claim that the 
building will be self-sustaining.  But, he would like to work together to get the project 
underway.  
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that she would like to correct Mr. Wolfe by clarifying the motion 
that was made at the April council meeting.  She said that Mr. Shaffer’s motion was, “if 
the Borough does not receive the approved grant funds ($741,000) by September 30, 
2004, the council moves on the sale of the Second Street School property.”  The motion 
was not about other options for the building.  Mr. Ginck added that it would be fair to 
have the motion amended to look at other options in September; however, he would hope 
that the building would not just be sold.  He added that the committee works for the 
council and would be happy to meet with council to discuss the issues. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that the Northumberland Christian School is being asked if they may be 
interested in renting the gymnasium if it is usable.  Mr. Carl asked how the committee 
knows what amount to charge for rent since they do not know the cost of the operating 
expenses. 
 
Mrs. Groninger read from the minutes of the April council meeting, pages 5, 6 and 7.   
 
Mrs. Groninger added that some council members had been opposed to the purchase of 
the Second Street property from the beginning and she respects that position.  However, 
she does not understand where the vote came from.  She does not think that the letter 
written by Mr. Carl was asking for a vote on the sale of the Second Street School.  Mr. 
Carl agreed that he was not.  Mrs. Groninger feels that recreation is important to the 
community.  The young people who are going to buy properties in the community want 
recreational facilities.  She mentioned the popularity of the circus that was held in the 
unheated building last year.  The committee now has a new life and she does not think 
that it is feasible to put a deadline on the funding.  When Mr. Redington obtained other 
grant funding, it took months and months.  Mrs. Groninger asked that the council amend 
the motion, time-wise, or rescind the motion, and reconsider the issue.  Mr. Wolfe asked 
what timeframe Mrs. Groninger considers adequate.  Mr. Wolfe said that his opinion is 
that Governor Rendell will not release money for this Borough because there are no votes 
for him, in two years, from this community.  Mrs. Groninger replied that if Governor 
Rendell releases the money, he might get some good Republican votes. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked why the council would vote to give the committee money toward 
the clean-up of the building, if the intention was to sell the building.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved that the council offer the Second Street Committee $25,000 to 
have a professional financial feasibility study done on the Second Street School.  Mr. 
Wolfe asked if the money was requested at budget time last year.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Mayor Brosius stated that she would like the council to bring these things to 
the committee and to the Property Committee, which is the correct way to have votes 
brought before the board.  And if Mrs. Groninger would like the group to have $25,000, 
maybe the committee would rather have the $25,000 to spend for a ceiling in the gym.  
She added that the committee would enjoy the council’s input at a Property Committee 
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meeting or a Second Street committee meeting before any vote is put before the council 
to sell the building.  She would like a fair way of handling the issue which was not 
brought before either committee.  After much deliberation on her part, Mrs. Groninger 
withdrew her motion and referred the issue to the Property and Second Street committees. 
 
Mr. Carl moved to rescind the vote made at the last meeting, adding that he will remake 
the motion again to sell the property if, after September 30th, the Borough does not have 
the grant money.  Mr. Shaffer stated that his motion was to “move on the sale”, which 
doesn’t mean the property is going to be sold, just that the sale of the property will be 
entertained.  Mr. Shaffer stated that he voted to buy the property and he sat on the 
committee for it and that he offered several options, including ways of supporting the 
building, at least partially.  He was in favor of moving the entire office complex to the 
Second Street building so that staff would be there during the day.  Police protection 
would be there around the clock and someone would be in the building if a group wanted 
to use the gym.  He said that he was pin-downed at the last meeting as to whether he 
supported the move of the Police Department to the building.  He agrees that money is a 
pipedream coming from Governor Rendell.  Although he was one of the original seven in 
favor of purchasing the property, he added that he has changed his mind about the 
building and will not vote to change or rescind his motion.  Circumstances have dictated 
that council look at other options.  The Borough is seeking other insurance for the 
building because the current policy will not be renewed.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the 
insurer knew that the building was unoccupied.  Mrs. Groninger seconded Mr. Carl’s 
motion.  Ms. Cindy Lark stated that she would hope the council would hold a public 
meeting before deciding to sell the property.  Let the public tell the council if they would 
be in favor of raising taxes to Mr. Carl replied that in order for the residents to know what 
they want, they should know what the costs would be.  Mr. Troxell stated that the utilities 
may cost $60,000 to $70,000 per year for the entire building.  This is based on the size of 
the building and the fact that the sidewalls have no insulation.     
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he feels that the goal of the motion was to put pressure on everyone 
involved, including the council, and that by taking the pressure off, the council may be 
here after September 30th in the same situation.   
 
Roll call vote on Mr. Carl’s motion, to rescind the motion made at the last meeting.  Mr. 
Straub, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Shaffer, Mr. Troxell, 
and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3.  Mr. Carl suggested that the committee 
should meet with the Governor.   
 
Mrs. Groninger explained that the pool and Second Street projects are dependent on each 
other because the pool project, in the later phases, displaces the Kiwanis Building and the 
Borough Garage.  So where will these, the Kiwanis and garage, go?  Other land owned 
by the Borough includes the Second Street property, the recycling center, the Girl Scout 
House, and Jolly Hollow.   
 
Mr. Ginck stated that the committee meets at least once a month.  He questioned in what 
direction the council would like the committee to go and what the committee could 
provide them.  Mr. Carl replied that he would like to see estimates of the costs of the 
utilities, heating and lighting.  He feels that the income estimates will be the hard part to 
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calculate.  Mr. Ginck explained that Mr. Redington estimated costs in the proposal that he 
put together and the committee will explore the costs of the utilities.   
 
The committee has a work party scheduled for May 22nd at 9:00 a.m. and is requesting 
that the council provide the committee with $500 for cleaning supplies and equipment 
rentals to clean up the gym.  Everyone is welcome to participate. 
 
Mr. Straub moved to allocate $500 for the clean-up at the gym.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that there should be restitution coming from the parents of the 
arsonists.  Mr. Wolfe asked of the status of the criminal investigation.  Sgt. Kriner stated 
that the individuals are under age 18 and the Borough will not be compensated for a long 
time.  The arrests for criminal mischief and arson could not be made until the amount of 
the damage was provided by the insurance company.  Charges are being filed. 

 
Mayor’s Report 

• The dedication of the Veteran’s Memorial will take place on May 29th at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Second Street end of the King Street Park.  This memorial honors those from 
Northumberland and Point Township who have given their lives in war for this country.  
Representative Phillips will be the guest speaker. 

 
• The Memorial Day Parade will be on May 31, 2004.  The parade will form at 8:30 a.m. 

and move at 9:00 a.m. 
 

• The monthly police report is in the council’s packet. 
 

• The police union has signed the contract which will be discussed under Personnel. 
 

• On April 27, 2004, the mayor and Mr. Ditton met with representatives of Sunbury, Point 
Township, and DCED to discuss the regionalization of police services.  The Mayor is 
requesting that the council vote on a Letter of Intent regarding the proposed study of a 
joint police force.  There is also a questionnaire that is to be completed for the study. 

 
• Ten new meters have been installed in front of the midrise.  The meters that were 

removed from this location are replacing other meters that are inoperable. 
 

• On May 6, 2004 at noon in front of the Borough Building, the Northumberland 
Ministerium will observe National Day of Prayer.   

 
• History Day is scheduled for May 8th at the King Street Park and the Ramsey residence in 

Point Township.  A shuttle bus service between the two locations will be available. 
 

• The Improvement Committee has disbanded and presented a check to the Borough in the 
amount of $1,685.79 to be used for the upkeep of the gazebo and the Santa House. 
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• Susquehanna University will again send students to provide a community service.  The 
Second Street Committee will use them on Saturday, August 28, 2004, to help with a 
project at the building. 

 
• Representative Belfanti has replied to the Mayor’s letter requesting his assistance in 

obtaining funding for the Second Street building.  Mayor Brosius read his letter, 
informing her that he has forwarded her letter to Representative Phillips with an offer to 
assist Representative Phillips in advancing the capital budget application for the Second 
Street building.   

 
• Kyle Ashenfelder, an eleven year old, sent Mayor Brosius a letter stating his interest in 

the Second Street building.  Mayor Brosius requested that the letter be included in the 
minutes: 

 
“Dear Mayor Brosius, 
Recently, I was able to attend a Borough Council meeting.  First of all, I was very 
surprised at the amount of discussions during the meeting.  The public comments were 
very interesting.  One thing in particular I was interested in was the possible selling of the 
Second Street School.  Unfortunately, I had to leave before you discussed this, but I read 
about the discussion in the newspaper.  I remember the night when this building was 
damaged by a fire.  That has been a big frustration for the past few years.  But no matter 
what the situation, I think that we shouldn’t sell this property.  We could do many things 
with this building, such as, making it into a community center.  We have so many 
opportunities with this building.  This would be a great place for my friends and I to hang 
out after school.  Over all, this was a great experience for me.  Thank you for your time in 
this matter. 
       Sincerely, 
       Kyle Ashenfelder 
       April 14, 2004” 

 
Mayor Brosius explained that Kyle attended the council meeting for a merit badge.  She 
responded to his letter and told him that she would share it with the council and the 
Second Street Committee.  She added that Kyle is the future of our town. 

 
Mr. Wolfe requested a motion to approve the Letter of Intent for DCED to study the possibility 
of a joint police force with Point Township and Sunbury.  Mr. Ditton so moved.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton explained that the Borough has nothing to lose; 
there is no obligation.  The DCED report will present the pros and cons of a regional police force 
and will be at no cost to the Borough.  The study will be conducted two ways; one regional force 
including all the entities, and two regional forces, one on each side of the river.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Executive Session    
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss litigation and 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:10 p.m. 
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Sewer Authority Report 
• Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the bids have been opened for the repair to the sewer line 

on Orange Street from Third to Fifth Streets.  They are currently checking on the 
contractor’s references before awarding the bid. 

• A new worker, Darrell McDowell, was hired Monday.  Originally from the area, he 
worked for the city of Colorado Springs, so he is experienced in working for a 
municipality. 

• Ms. Lark is working with Ted Reed to provide information for the water company study. 
• Mr. Troxell requested that Ms. Lark explain how the $1,000 tap fee is collected from the 

residents.  Ms. Lark explained that if the authority continues with the Orange Street 
project, letters will be sent to the residents explaining the fee and an interest-free payment 
schedule.  Currently, each resident is responsible for the sewer line from their house to 
the main.  Once the new lines are installed, the Sewer Authority is then responsible for 
the line from the clean-out that is usually in the curb space to the main. 

• Ms. Lark commented that the Authority appreciates Don Troxell’s attendance at their 
meetings. 

 
Public Works Department Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher stated that quotes for a new tractor have been obtained.  Mr. Fisher obtained a 
quote for the Kubota at a price of $8,140 with the trade-in of the old Kubota.  Mr. Straub has 
obtained other quotes from three different sources.  Repairs for the old Kubota would cost 
$5,000.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that $3,000 was budgeted for supplies for the Street Department and $4,200 has 
been spent in four months.  He added that the Borough does not currently have a contingency 
fund.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the PennVest loan payments are less than originally budgeted since 
the Borough did not borrow the entire amount that was approved.  But this amount is not enough 
to buy the tractor.  Mr. Carl noted that to rent a mower for the season will cost several thousand 
dollars.  He suggested a rent-to-own agreement. 

  
Mr. Jim Buch suggested hiring an independent contractor to cut the grass, as was done 
previously.   

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he feels the crew should continue to rent the equipment because funds are 
not available to purchase one.  He added that the Street Committee could look into outsourcing 
the work.   

 
Mr. Troxell asked what should be done with the Kubota tractor that is at the garage.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that attachments were purchased for the Kubota.  She thinks that the Kubota 
should either be repaired or replaced.   
 
Mr. Straub said that when he was at John Deere, he was informed that they had dropped off 
prices at the garage for a zero-turning radius mower and a bobcat.  Mr. Straub asked why a 
bobcat was priced.  Mr. Carl stated for information.  Mrs. Groninger said that the crew may use 
the bobcat that is at the Recycling Center.  Not everyone was aware of this new information.  It 
had been believed that items bought with recycling grant money could only be used for 
recycling. 
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Mr. Ditton asked if everyone attended the welding class and how it went.  Mr. Fisher stated that 
everyone attended and it went well.  Mr. Carl added that all the members of the crew were 
learning to weld and by the end of the week, enjoyed the class. 
   
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Office for the month of April 2004.   

 
Two subdivision plans were presented for council’s approval. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to approve a subdivision of Ruth Ford’s property at 431 Front Street.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Shaffer moved to approve a subdivision of Brian Ginck’s property at 381 Second Street.  
Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Jim Buch explained that he owns of a piece of ground between Route 11 and the Old 
Danville Highway, adjacent to Borough-owned property.  He offered to eliminate the “road” that 
crosses the Borough property, going from Route 11 to the Old Danville Highway.  Mr. Wolfe 
suggested tabling the issue for the street committee to review it.  Mr. Buch replied that the work 
is being done now and he won’t have the equipment there later if the issue is tabled.  Council did 
not feel ready to eliminate the road without more study.  They thanked Mr. Buch for the offer, 
but declined. 

 
Mr. Ruane has presented the council with a letter of understanding from Light-Heigle & 
Associates to provide property inspections on commercial properties and as Mr. Ruane’s backup 
for residential construction inspections.  Mr. Martin stated that this contract is the same one that 
Light-Heigle uses throughout the valley.  Mr. Troxell moved to accept Light-Heigle’s proposal; 
Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton stated that other companies are also 
approaching the Borough to conduct inspections and he is not in favor of limiting the home 
owners to one company for inspections.  Mr. Ditton added that the contract is for one year and 
the Borough does not have the right to terminate the contract during the contract year.  The total 
liability of the company is the total compensation received at the time.  He thinks the Borough 
should not enter into this type of contract until they’ve seen others from other companies.  Mr. 
Martin stated that the COG has reviewed contracts from various companies and has selected 
Light-Heigle.  He also stated that if the Borough “opts in”, there must be an agreement with a 
qualified company to perform the inspections.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, Mr. 
Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-
1. 

 
Mr. Ruane attended a seminar on road maintenance.  He learned that millings must be graded, 
rolled, and sealed within six months of spreading them.  The soil must be tested before millings 
may be stored.      

 
PG Energy plans to replace the gas line on Orange Street from Front Street to Seventh Street this 
year.  The company’s year runs from July to June.  Their representative told Mr. Ruane that the 
company would contribute money toward the paving of the street.   

 
Mr. Ruane has been told that the property at 38 King Street is sold. 
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The township is considering taking over the maintenance of Cannery Road from PennDOT.    
 

Dr. Ralph Cianflone plans to erect a memorial for 9-11 on Duke Street at Fourth Street. 
 

Three fire extinguishers are missing from the Second Street School building since last month 
when the extinguishers were inspected. 
 
Parks and Recreation 
Pineknotter Park 
Mr. Wolfe stated that there is one issue to address.  The electrical conduit at the park was to have 
been encased in concrete.  Mr. Shaffer asked who authorized the work to be done using other 
material.  Bob Bauder, the engineer from Larson Design Group, Inc. told the Borough Secretary 
that Mike Daddario spoke with employees from Central Builders who made the recommendation 
to use the flowable fill since it would set faster than regular concrete and PPL uses this when 
they install underground conduit.  However, because the conduit at Pineknotter Park is placed at 
1-foot depth, this project’s specifications are for a concrete encasement. 

 
Mr. Bauder addressed a letter to the Borough, requesting that the council sign a waiver and 
indemnity provisions stipulating that Larson Design Group, Inc. not be held accountable for any 
claims, damages, liabilities or costs arising out of or in any way connected with the improper 
encasement of the conduits. 

  
Mr. Shaffer made a motion that the park at the ballfield area will not receive any electrical power 
until the concrete is installed per the specs.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. 
Carl spoke with Bob Bauder about posting signs along the entire length of the conduit, warning 
about the underground electricity.  Mr. Carl stated that Mr. Bauder told him that there is no 
safety issue, unless someone digs up the conduit.  Mayor Brosius asked if the concession stand 
has anything to do with the conduit.  Mr. Carl replied that all the power comes from one main 
circuit panel. The electrical line to the concession stand is also connected through this conduit.  
Roll call vote.  Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Carl, and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion failed 2-5. 

 
Mr. Shaffer stated that the council must stop endorsing the shortcuts that the volunteers are 
making, exposing the Borough to additional liability.   
 
Mr. Wolfe offered to contact Bryan Luden about the problem.  Mr. Carl suggested calling Mark 
Nogle also.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved that the lights at the ballfield not be used until the specifications in the project 
plan are met.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that this measure is being taken for the safety of all participants. 
 
Committee Reports 

Finance 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council is in receipt of the April financial report.   
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Personnel 
 Police Contract 

Mr. Wolfe provided some background.  In the spring of 2003, the council and police 
began negotiations in good faith.  Things became bogged down and they were headed for 
arbitration.  The council hired an outside firm in Harrisburg to advise them.  The contract 
as presented is a compromise, that was negotiated first by Mr. Wolfe, and then with the 
negotiating team of Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Troxell.  He added that the contract is 
not perfect. 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained the highlights of the police contract:   

• The Chief of Police is no longer included in this contract.  
• The contract is for three, not four, years.  
• The pay increase is 2.5% each year for the course of the contract.   
• There is no co-pay for health insurance.   

 
Mr. Wolfe added that through the year-long negotiations, neither side got everything they 
wanted.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the contract.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that the attorney hired by the Borough informed him that arbitration 
would result in a 4-6% pay increase.  Mr. Ditton stated that when he first talked to the 
attorney, he was told arbitration would result in a 2-3% increase.  Mayor Brosius noted 
that the contract refers to 8-hour shifts.  She had been informed that the police were 
considering 12-hour shifts and asked how easy it would be to change the number of hours 
in a shift from 8 hours to 12 hours.  Mr. Martin advised that this could be changed with 
an addendum.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the police were not opposed to the 12-hour shift, but 
they were not in favor of putting it in the contract at this time.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
the Borough Secretary witnessed the signing of the contract by the police representatives.  
She replied that she did.  Mayor Brosius questioned the number of officers who could be 
on vacation at the same time.  She does not think it is possible to have more than one 
officer on vacation at a time.  Part-time employees or overtime would be required.  
Mayor Brosius stated she thought a yearly physical was to be required under this 
contract.  Mrs. Groninger added that Chief Redington had recommended that each officer 
be given an annual physical.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the topic was discussed but not 
agreed to, adding that the Borough’s attorney said that this is very difficult to include in 
contracts.  Mayor Brosius added that the Borough would not wish to have someone 
working who is not physically able to work.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the attorney from 
Reed Smith was present during the negotiation sessions.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the 
attorney met with council members; but was not present for negotiations.  He did, 
however, advise the negotiating committee on legal aspects and both the Borough’s 
attorney and the police attorney have agreed that this is a legally-sound contract.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that she thought that the attorney would take an active part in the 
negotiations.  She also would have liked to know exactly what “we gave” and what “they 
gave”.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the police wanted a 5% pay increase, initially; more 
longevity pay, and more for health care (reimbursement toward dental and eye care).  Eye 
care and dental reimbursements increase from $400 to $450 per year, per family.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that under this contract, the Borough may not change health insurance.  Mr. 
Wolfe replied that the Borough may not provide a lesser plan, but the Borough may 
provide health insurance through a different carrier. 
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Roll call vote.  Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; 
Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Mrs. Groninger added that her vote is not a 
vote against our police officers, but the manner in which these negotiations went.  It was 
one council member because the police union only wanted one of the council people to 
negotiate, so the negotiations were between two people.  She has been asking for five 
months and picked up her contract last week.  She also feels that it is illegal to give the 
officers a pay increase without the borough council voting on the pay increase.  The 
motion was adopted 5-2. 

 
 Property 

Mr. Straub stated that the April 27th Property Committee meeting was cancelled.   
 
Mr. Straub questioned if the council really wants to sell the Jolly Hollow property or if 
they would want to establish a recreation area there.  Helen Martin had provided the 
council with a market analysis of the property and a value of $30,000 to $35,000 for the 
two parcels that comprise Jolly Hollow.  No action was taken. 
 
The committee will meet the last Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 

  
 Public Safety 

Letters were sent to the Fire Companies requesting that they each nominate members for 
the  Emergency Services Task Force.  Each company is to nominate one primary 
representative and one alternate from their company and one member from the 
community at large.  The names were requested for the May 25th Public Safety 
Committee meeting.   
 
The office is also contacting people to serve on the committee. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if minutes of the Fire Board meetings have been received.  None 
have been.  

  
Streets  

 2004 Street Projects 
Mr. Troxell stated that the millings that were spread on Penn Street need to be seal 
coated.  The cost for this brings the total estimates for the street projects to more than the 
money available this year for paving.  With the Liquid Fuels funding and the street tax, 
the total available is approximately $130,000. 

 
Mrs. Groninger met with Don Free last week to discuss the street bids.  Mrs. Groninger 
does not feel that the berms on Madison and Jefferson Streets should be paved at this 
time.  There is no erosion.  Mr. Troxell stated that a problem exists on Madison Street.  
Mrs. Groninger replied that the men who came to the council to request that the berms be 
paved have already paved their own berms.  Other residents in this area have grass and 
mailboxes in the right-of-way which would have to be moved in order to pave the berms.  
Mrs. Groninger also mentioned the “big driveway” off of Susquehanna Road that is not 
paved and experiences water runoff whenever it rains because the drain is not big 
enough.  She feels that borough would be better served by installing a larger storm drain 
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at this location.  She added that it will be necessary to rent a roller for the Penn Street 
project, in addition to the cost to seal the street. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the 2004-2005 street projects as stated, less the berms on 
the hill on Jefferson Street, plus the seal coat bid for Westway Street, for an estimated 
project total of $131,000.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Mr. Ruane said that 
additional funding for pipe and concrete will be required because the bids specify that the 
Borough will provide these items.  Roll call vote was taken on the motion.  Mr. Troxell, 
Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Shaffer voted aye; Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. 
Straub voted nay.  Motion failed 3-4. 
 
Mr. Straub moved to approve the 2004-2005 street projects as stated, less the berms on 
the hill on Jefferson and Madison Streets, plus the seal coat bid for Westway Street.  Mr. 
Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Shaffer, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion passed 
6-1. 

 
Mr. Troxell moved to amend the present ordinance regarding new streets in the borough 
from a 20-foot cartway to a 32-foot cartway.  Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  
 

Old Business 
1. Mr. Martin reported on the liens that have been placed on Borough properties.  One lien 

has been placed on property owned by Linda Troutman for $958.71 for nonpayment of 
services to the Borough.  Other liens will be placed on properties owned by Banker Trust 
for $1,510 and Barry Colescott, and others, for $270.  Mr. Ditton asked about the lien that 
was placed on the Herlinger property on Duke Street that was purchased by Amato’s.  
Mr. Martin stated that the Borough has received no lien money on the property and he 
does not know why.  The property was purchased at Sheriff Sale.    

 
Mr. Carl left the meeting at 9:25 p.m.  
 

2. Mr. Shaffer moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-1 (Uniform Construction Code).  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  This is the second and final reading of this ordinance.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Grant Writing – Mr. Straub stated that he has not received an answer from SEDA-Cog 

regarding grant writing.  He will try calling again. 
 
4. Mr. Wolfe stated that the newsletter is at the publishers.  It may not be in the mail before 

History Day on May 8th.  The newsletter was given to the publisher on April 12th.  If the 
newsletter is not distributed before History Day, Mr. Wolfe stated that the Borough may 
have to reimburse the advertisers.  [Note:  The newsletter was delivered to Borough 
residents on May 7th.]  The office is looking into purchasing a mailing list to eliminate 
relying on the printer for the mailing labels. 

  
New Business 

Requiring Council Approval 
1. Mr. Shaffer moved to approve the minutes of April 6, 2004.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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2. Mr. Shaffer moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 

ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $27,814.48.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Contingency account total $5,727.68 and the Liberty Pool bills total $3,233.75. 

 
3. SUN Home Health Services, Inc. requested the use of King Street Park for a Chicken 

BBQ & Bake Sale on August 7, 2004.  Mr. Troxell moved to approve the use of the park; 
Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  The park rental fee would apply.  Discussion.  Mayor 
Brosius stated that she feels the council should revisit the fees for the use of the park, 
adding that community-based groups should be exempt from paying the fee.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0.   

 
4. Mr. Wolfe stated that the council has budgeted money for the library this year.  He feels 

that the council should decide how the money is to be disbursed.  Mrs. Groninger 
referenced a newspaper article from June 9, 2003.  According to the article, the library’s 
state funding was cut by 20%, which meant the funding was reduced by $4,559.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the Borough had budgeted $6,500 for the library in the 2004 budget.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that she believes that the state gave back some of the funding to 
the library.  Mr. Shaffer made a motion to release $1,000 of the funding to the library and 
to review the finances periodically until the rest of the funding can be distributed.  Mr. 
Wolfe seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that, regardless of what the organization 
is, once the money is in the budget, he feels that it should be paid.  Mr. Shaffer amended 
his motion, moving that the borough is to pay the library $1,000 per month until the total 
amount is disbursed.  Mr. Wolfe amended his second.  Mr. Wolfe added that he does not 
think the amount of the funding should be changed because the state funding may have 
changed.  Mr. Ditton stated that he believes that the money was budgeted with a proviso 
if the library did not get the money from the state.  Mr. Shaffer withdrew his motion until 
it could be determined.  Mr. Ditton added that he thinks some of the state funding has 
been reinstated. 

 
5. Mr. Straub informed the council that three lights in the park do not work because the 

ballasts are bad and one light needs to be rewired.  Mr. Troxell stated that new lights 
could be purchased for less than $100.  He will look into it.   

 
6. Mayor Brosius requested that council disburse the $1,000 contribution to the History Day 

Committee.  Mr. Shaffer moved to do so.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 1

 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, 

Northumberland, PA 17857 
Council Meeting 

June 1, 2004, 7:00 PM 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
  
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Darvin Straub, Don 
Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen Brosius, Mayor; Robin Martin, 
Solicitor; Clifford Kriner, Police Department; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Nate 
Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
  
The twelve guests present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Jimmy Neitz and Randy Yoxheimer, Point Township Supervisors, informed the council that 
the township wishes to take Eighth Street over, from Duke Street to Cannery Road.  The 
township also plans to take over Cannery Road.  PennDOT is agreeable to the arrangement.  
The Township is asking the Borough to approve the arrangement since half (one side) of the 
street is located in the Borough.  Mr. Neitz stated that the state would pay the Borough the 
turnback fee of approximately $500.  The Borough would then turn the money over to the 
township for the maintenance.  Mr. Yoxheimer added that if the Borough prefers, the 
Township would be willing to let the Borough maintain the street and keep the turnback 
money.  Eighth Street and Cannery Road are considered State Route 1033, from Route 147 to 
Gibbons Road.   
 
Mrs. Groninger questioned why the Borough would not want the state to maintain the road.  
She added that PennDOT does not perform stormwater maintenance in boroughs, but they do 
perform stormwater maintenance in the townships.  Mr. Yoxheimer replied that the Township 
wants to take over Cannery Road and the State is agreeable, providing Eighth Street is also 
taken over.  Mrs. Groninger stated that a problem was created when the Township eliminated 
parking on the Township side of the street.   
 
Mr. Yoxheimer explained that because of the new development planned for Kapp Heights, the 
developer must address storm water issues.  In order to make use of the holding basin, the 
Township will need to cut Cannery Road to install pipe.  The State is not willing to cut the 
road to install the pipe, necessitating the Township’s solution to take over the road.    
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Mr. Wolfe tabled the topic until a discussion with PennDOT can be arranged. 
Mr. Pat McPherson asked if the Borough plans to tar and chip Penn Street (Westway) this 
year.  He does not feel that it is in shape to be done yet.  He was informed that additional 
work, grading and rolling, is planned before the seal coat is applied. 
 
Mr. Robin Bolig asked if utilities are held responsible to repair their street cuts that do not 
hold up.  Mr. Troxell stated that the Borough has inspected street cuts in the past three years 
and the street cuts are in better shape.  It is older street cuts that are not adequate. 
 
Ms. Mary Haas, a resident on Vista Avenue stated that mud and dirt are crossing Vista 
Avenue from a dirt road.  The rain and mud wash into her driveway during a storm.  She is 
requesting that the Borough install a sewer drain on Vista Avenue to alleviate the problem.  
Mr. Wolfe requested that Mr. Troxell look at the situation.  Mr. Troxell agreed to stop.  Mr. 
Ruane informed the council that he had been to the property and recommended that when the 
Borough has paving material, the top of the driveway be built up to block off more of the 
water.   
  
Bid Openings 
Mr. Wolfe opened and announced the bids for the four projects planned for 2004: 
 

1. Installation of Inlet Boxes/ Pipe Contract 
Six bids were received for this project.  The apparent low bidder is K & T Excavating, 
Inc. at the total price of $11,420.00. 

2. Curbing Contract 
Five bids were received for this project.  The apparent low bidder, at a total cost of 
$21,200.00, is G. & M. Crawford, Inc. 

3. Paving Contract 
G & R Charles Excavating, LTD was the apparent low bidder for the paving project.  
The $51,865.80 bid was the lowest of five bids. 

4. Bit Prime Coat and Bit Seal Coat 
Two bids were received for this project with American Paving Fabrics, Inc. being the 
apparent low bidder at a total bid of $12,883.80. 

 
Mr. Wolfe provided a grand total of all apparent low bids.  The total is $97,39.60.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the lowest bids, based upon qualifying the bids.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced a new procedure for giving the reports.  They will be given at the work 
session, with action to be taken at the next Council Meeting.  Mayor Brosius requested that 
her report be given during the regular Council Meeting.  Mr. Wolfe agreed.  The other reports 
will be provided at the work sessions.   
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that History Day was a success and the Revitalization and History 
Day Committees thank the council for the financial support and thanked the Police, Fire 
Police, and Borough Crew for their work and cooperation. 
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The Last Man’s Club provided the new monument in King Street Park, which was dedicated 
on May 29, 2004.  Mayor Brosius thanked them for their work to secure this monument. 
 
Clean-up at the Second Street School resulted in nine volunteers working to replace the 
burned section of the stage with plywood and cleaning up the playground area.   
 
Kids Krafty Korner will commence on June 9 and run each Wednesday through July 14.  This 
activity for children age 5 through 5th grade will be held at the Scout House from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. each week. 
 
The pool opens on June 3rd. 
 
The Mayor’s Report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
 

Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the council meeting for an Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. to discuss 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:55 p.m.   
 
 

Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that the low bidder for the work was G.M. Crawford.  The bid was 
awarded.  Ms. Lark will inform Paul and Don of the date for the preconstruction 
meeting.  The work should begin before the end of June and should take less time than 
last year. 

 
Public Works Department Report – no report 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

Mr. Ruane reported on his activity for the month of May 2004.  
He attended a two-day seminar on storm water.  He recommended that the borough’s 
ordinance be amended to read, “best practices” because there are better ways to 
control storm water than retention basins.   

 
Parks and Recreation 
 Pineknotter Park – Mark Nogle 
 Mr. Nogle read a letter to the council.  The letter is included in the minutes.   

Little League would like to run all the regional junior and senior division ball games at 
the Pineknotter Park field.  The games will run from June 26 to sometime in July.   
The lights are needed in order to play the games.  Mr. Nogle is asking that the project 
be rectified so the games can be played at the Pineknotter Park field.   
 
Mr. Ditton stated that he knows that the volunteers have done a great job.  He has seen 
a tape that shows the work that was done.   
 
Mayor Brosius stated that the opinion that was given concerning the volunteers was 
that of one person.  She asked the price of the banners.  Mr. Nogle stated that a 2-yr 
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contract is $300.00.  Additional rates are available.  Mayor Brosius added that a ball 
game schedule is posted in the Borough Office. 
   
The American Legion baseball team will start playing games at the field in June.   
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that Mr. Ditton agreed to be the council’s “point man” at the 
park.   
 
Mrs. Groninger explained that the Borough Council did not have a “point person” 
prior to the last work session.  Before he retired in December, Larry Redington was 
overseeing the project.  She agreed that much of the cost at the park was necessary.   
 
Mr. Straub added that the Borough crew covered the conduit because they believed it 
was ready to be covered.  The letter from the engineer arrived after the conduit was 
covered.  Mr. Straub suggested that if the teeth were taken off the bucket, the ground 
could be removed with the bucket. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved provide $3,000 to install the 4” thick slab of concrete, 6” wider than 
the current encasement of the conduit at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee would determine 
where the money would come from.  Mr. Straub added that $5,000 has been received 
toward recycling and this income was not included in the 2004 budget.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 
 
Mr. Nogle asked who would scrape the dirt off the flowable fill.  Mr. Fisher stated that 
he would do the work if someone would be there to watch and guide him. 

 
Committee Reports 
Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee meetings to prepare the 2005 budget 
would begin in July.  He will develop a schedule. 

  
Personnel 

Mr. Wolfe announced that two council resignations have been received.  The first, 
from Gregory Shaffer is effective today, June 1, 2004.  The second, from Gregory 
Carl, is effective on June 28th, so that one will be addressed at the next council 
meeting.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to accept the resignation from Gregory S. Shaffer, with a letter 
of appreciation for his service to the community.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that applications for the vacant council seat are available in the 
Borough Office and online.  They will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on June 28, and 
acted upon at the June 29 council meeting.  Although Mr. Shaffer’s term would not 
have expired until December 31, 2007, the term for this appointment ends on 
December 31, 2005 and a 2-year term will be on the 2005 ballot. 
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Mrs. Groninger announced that the council must advertise to hire a part-time code 
officer to work with Paul Ruane.  Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise the position, which 
will pay $9.00 per hour.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.   
 
The Personnel Committee met with Nate Fisher, the Street Supervisor.  He assured 
them that all is running well.  The committee stated that no trash or trimmings are to 
be picked up by the Borough Street Crew because the Borough does not have the 
facilities for yard waste.  The crew may pick up tree branches that fall in the street or 
curb line.   
 
The committee discussed the hiring of a police chief.  No action has been taken.  

  
Property 

A free seminar regarding grant funding is available in July.  Mr. Straub would like to 
attend.  Approval was given. 

  
Public Safety  

Emergency Services Task Force Appointments 
The task force will be comprised of three nominees from each fire company, one 
member and one alternate from the fire company, and one citizen who is not 
connected with the fire company.  The council will appoint two residents and a 
member of the council to serve on the committee.  The #1’s have nominated Robin 
Bolig as their representative and Robert McPherson as the alternate.  They have not 
provided the council with a name of a non-department member as yet.  The 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company has not provided the names of any 
nominees to the council as yet.   

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint the #1’s nominees, Robin Bolig, member and Robert 
McPherson, alternate, and council nominees Don Frye, and Frank Wetzel to the 
Emergency Services Task Force.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.   

 
Mr. Troxell moved to nominate the following candidates as members from the #1’s to 
the Fire Board:  Robin Bolig, Michael McPherson, and Robert McPherson.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The Northumberland Hook 
and Ladder Company has not yet submitted names for the Fire Board. 

 
Mr. Martin advised that the Hookies should be requested to submit their nominations 
for the June 29 council meeting. 

 
Mayor Brosius reminded the council that the next Fire Board meeting is scheduled for 
June 9 at 8:00 p.m. 

 
Streets  

Mayor Brosius asked how often the street cleaner is being run.  Mr. Troxell stated that 
it is being run every other week.  The Mayor requested that the street sweeper be run 
weekly for two reasons.  There have been a number of storms and leaves and limbs are 
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down, and the storm drains are clogged.  Mr. Troxell stated that the sweeper should be 
run the week after a storm.   
 
 

Old Business 
1. Fees for Inspections under the Uniform Construction Code 

Mr. Martin stated that Act 45 seems to imply that the borough may charge for permits 
and inspections but he wishes to get additional parameters on the issue.  He will report 
back to the council when he determines what fees are allowed. 
 
Mr. Ruane stated that since the fees cannot be determined, the effective date for the 
UCC should be changed from June 1, 2004.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved that the Uniform Construction Code takes affect on July 1, 2004.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

2. Grant Writing 
Mr. Straub stated that three websites for grant writing are available.  Mr. Wolfe and 
Mr. Straub will pursue them. 

 
Mayor Brosius requested that the council approve pursuing Main Street grant status.  
Mrs. Groninger so moved.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The council 
had previously approved the Elm Street grant.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

 
3. Mr. Straub asked what was done for the lights in the park.  Mr. Troxell stated that he 

believes that the lights have been fixed.   
 
4. Mr. Wolfe stated that the library has been contacted and they do not need the money 

that is in the 2004 budget at this time. 
 

5. Mayor Brosius requested that the council review the policy on renting King Street 
Park.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the prices are set for 2004 and can be amended for 2005.  
The Finance Committee is the committee to amend these fees. 

 
6. Mayor Brosius would like to send letters to owners of large trucks informing them that 

they are in violation of the ordinance and the vehicles are not to be parked on Borough 
streets.  She asked if signs could be posted at all the entrances to the Borough.  Mr. 
Martin will have an answer for the next meeting. 

   
New Business 

Requiring Council Approval 
1. Mr. Troxell moved to approve the minutes of May 4, 2004.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 

motion.  Discussion.  One sentence on page 12 was not completed.  The sentence 
should read, “The office is looking into purchasing a mailing list to eliminate relying 
on the printer for the mailing labels.”  The motion includes the amendment to the 
minutes.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The minutes were approved as amended. 
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2. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $27,440.51 and the 
Liberty Splashland bills total $3,268.33. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve a request for a handicapped parking space from Neal 

Wolfe (no relation) at 601A Queen Street.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mayor Brosius stated that there is one handicapped parking space in that 
block and that the council had denied a request for another one in that block a year or 
two ago.  Mrs. Groninger stated that it is a known fact that Lewisburg gives out no 
handicapped parking spaces.  She feels terrible whenever the council refuses to give 
out a handicapped space.  But she thinks that some handicapped spaces that were 
given out early on are no longer needed.  Roll call vote – All nays.  Motion defeated. 

 
4. The Housing Authority has provided an audit to the Borough.  Council requested that 

Mike Balducci be invited to the next council meeting.   
 

5. Mr. Ruane explained that a resident of King Street has requested permission to install 
off-street parking beside his house.  Mr. Ruane added that new curbing would be 
installed this summer and requested that the council approve providing a curb cut for 
the driveway when the new curb is poured.  Council agreed that the curb cut could be 
installed by the contractor as long as the permit is for vehicles to be parked beside, not 
in front of, the house.  The property owner is to pay for the permit.   

 
6. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to change the July 6 council meeting to June 29 at 7:00 p.m. 

Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  The change is due to Pineknotter Days.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
7. The council will be manning the hot dog wagon on Tuesday, July 6, from 8:00 to 

10:00 p.m. 
 

8. Mr. Ruane asked if the Borough would like the millings when the construction work is 
done.  Council decided that it does not want the millings.   

 
Mr. Troxell moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, 

Northumberland, PA 17857 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING  

June 15, 2004 
  

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Darvin Straub, 
Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Clifford 
“Butch” Kriner, Police Sergeant; Paul Ruane, Code Officer; Nathan Fisher, Street 
Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary 
 
Public Comment 

• Ms. Mary Haas presented a problem she is having with her driveway and is 
requesting that the borough install a drain in the street before the driveway.  The 
council determined that the driveway was installed after the street was constructed.  
Mr. Ruane will visit the property to see if additional paving material could be placed 
along the top of the driveway to divert the water down the street. 

 
• Mr. Kenneth Berge, a representative with the Conklin Company, presented 

information about his products for vehicle maintenance.  He conducts oil analysis 
and presents ways for the Street Department to reduce the costs of maintaining the 
vehicles and equipment.  He added that the products also improve equipment 
performance and useful life.  He provided the council with literature on the products. 

    
Borough Insurances 
Mr. Robert Naginey, of Pfeiffer-Naginey Insurance Agency, presented the council with 
information regarding a new insurance policy for the Second Street building.  Mr. Naginey 
explained that few insurance companies wish to insure vacant buildings.  Tuscarora Wayne 
was one of those.  But after the Borough’s claim resulting from the fire in the building last 
July, the company has refused to renew the coverage.   
 
Tuscarora Wayne is admitted and is subject to regulation by the Commonwealth.  In the 
event of insolvency of the insurer, the Pennsylvania Property and Casualty Insurance 
Guaranty Association pays the losses.  Another company, Essex Insurance Company, is 
willing to insure the property.  This company is not covered by the Pennsylvania Property 
and Casualty Insurance Guaranty Association, has submitted a quote of $3,557.35, without 
Terrorism Coverage, for the current year.  The annual premium, with Terrorism Coverage, is 
$3,711.85.  This company has been in business for many years. 
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Mr. Naginey does not recommend obtaining the Terrorism Coverage because in order to 
collect on a terrorism claim, someone must be acting on behalf of a foreign government or 
cause and their attempt must be to influence the United States government.  The act must be 
must be certified by the Secretary of State.     
 
Mr. Naginey explained the difference between flat insurance and co-insurance.  Flat 
insurance ignores the total value of the building.  Instead, the coverage is for a maximum 
$208,000.  This is same as the policy with Tuscarora.  Mr. Naginey stated that depreciation 
would be applied to each item, meaning that very little depreciation would be applied to the 
new roof. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to accept the coverage with Essex Insurance Company without the 
Terrorism Coverage.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton questioned 
to whom the Surplus Line Tax is paid.  Mr. Naginey will provide the Borough Office with 
an answer.  [Note:  It was determined that the Borough is exempt from paying this tax, 
resulting in a $97.35 savings.]  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Naginey informed the council that the bulk of the Borough’s insurance is through EMC.  
Keystone Insurance Group, whose headquarters is on Route 11, created this insurance which 
is endorsed by the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs and is an excellent program. 
 
Mr. Straub asked if the insurance company has conducted inspections of the Borough 
properties for liability issues.  Mr. Naginey stated that EMC Insurance Company had 
reviewed the properties a few years ago.  He added that it is the insurance carrier’s 
obligation to inspect the properties.   
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that a police departmental meeting was held on June 10.  Topics 
discussed were improvements to the police office and the accreditation process.  The police 
have 2 light bars that they would like to sell.  The police will again be helping with the Soap 
Box Race on the morning of July 3rd, and will hold a bike rodeo at the Second Street School 
that afternoon. 
 
The History Day Committee and Revitalization met on June 14.  The souvenir mugs that are 
remaining will be on sale at the Craft Fair during Pineknotter Days.  A final accounting will 
be available after Pineknotter Days.  The committee is looking for suggestions and 
volunteers for next year. 
 
Mayor Brosius received requests that the dock at the Point be put in the water.  The Coast 
Guard Auxiliary will be contacted.   A second request was that a picnic table be placed at the 
Point.   Mr. Fisher stated that one would be moved there. 
The Mayor’s Report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked why a streetlight on Front Street is missing.  Mr. Ruane stated that a 
contractor damaged it and he will repay the Borough.  A light on Queen Street was damaged 
in an accident.  Mr. Ditton requested that the lights be replaced. 
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Mr. Ditton stated that the Street Crew is doing a fantastic job at Pineknotter Park.  The lights 
are functional.  The supplier would like the borough to burn the lights for 100 hours before 
they come to meter the field.  Volunteers would be appreciated to help complete the 
checklist in order to complete the project and obtain the remaining grant funds.  One thing 
yet to be completed is a handicapped path to the restrooms.  
 
The Borough Secretary presented a request that the Borough clean out the unopened section 
of Fifth Street that is between Lincoln Street and property owned by Joe Hayter.  The 
request came from a resident who recently purchased the adjacent property.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that he lives on one side of this property and he is in favor of the area being cleared 
also; but he did not make the request.  The resident who made the request also stated that she 
would keep the property cleaned up if the Borough would conduct the initial clearing.  She 
is concerned about the animals that live there.   
 
Mr. Troxell moved to clean up the unopened section of Fifth Street that is south of Lincoln 
Street.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Ditton voted aye; 
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Troxell voted nay; Mr. Wolfe abstained.  Motion failed 
1-3 with one abstention. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m. for an Executive Session.  The meeting was 
reconvened at 8:00 p.m.  Personnel issues were discussed. 
 
Committee Reports 
Property 
Mr. Straub reported that he met with Katie Bluhm, from SEDA-Cog.  She has provided him 
with grant information and will put him in touch with someone from the Greenway program.  
She also provided a manual on the grant process for the parks.   
 
Mayor Brosius received information about funding from PennDOT and an informational 
workshop that will be held on July 15 from 6:30 to 8:30.     
 
Mr. Straub stated that the police would like to sell two light bars and purchase a rifle for the 
police department with the proceeds.  Mr. Kriner explained that he has a buyer who has 
offered $300 for both light bars.  One light bar is 16 years old; the other is 8.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that she is concerned that it is a competitive bid.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he 
feels the light bars should be advertised and the proceeds deposited into the General Fund.  
If the police department would like to purchase a rifle, it could be included in the budget for 
2005. 
 
 
Requiring Council Approval 
1. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  An 

additional bill from Shennon Klopp for a deposition regarding an accident case was 
also received.  Harleysville Insurance Company had subpoenaed Mr. Klopp.  This bill 
was not included since Mr. Klopp can bill Harleysville for his time.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.   
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 Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $35,294.30; Liberty Pool bills total 
$1,934.84. 

  
Work session items 
1. Pineknotter Park – Mr. Ditton reported that work is progressing and the lights are 

functional.  The ditch has been covered and meets with Bob Bauder’s approval.  The 
company that installed the lights will adjust them after 100 hours of operation.  
Replacement lamps are being provided for the two lights that are not functioning.  Mr. 
Wolfe thanked Mr. Ditton for overseeing the project. 

  
2.   Second Street – Committee members will be working at the property every weekend.  

Last weekend, the backstops were painted.  Anyone interested in volunteering should 
show up on Saturday.  The Committee will be having the nickel pitch and the spin art 
stands at Pineknotter Days.  Mayor Brosius asked what information the council would 
like the committee to provide in September.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the council would 
like a feasibility study for the maintenance on the building.  But he does not believe 
that a September deadline was set.  Mr. Carl had moved to rescind the September 30th 
deadline and that motion had been passed. 

 
The Point Township Supervisors have provided a letter of support for the Second 
Street Community Center.   

 
3. Mrs. Groninger stated that June 18 is the deadline for applications for the Part-Time 

Code Officer position.  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. Ruane will meet on June 
21 to review the applications.  They will conduct interviews and have a 
recommendation for the council at the June 29th council meeting.   

 
4. Mr. Wolfe stated that the deadline for applications for the vacant council seat is June 

28.  Currently, one application has been received.  He added that Mr. Carl’s 
resignation is effective on June 28 and unless he pulls his resignation, a second 
vacancy will exist. 

 
5. Mrs. Groninger voiced her appreciation for the planting and work that Mr. E. E. 

Brosius has done to beautify the area at the railroad underpass. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

June 29, 2004 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Darvin Straub, Don 
Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen Brosius, Mayor; Robin Martin, 
Solicitor; Clifford “Butch” Kriner, Police Sergeant; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
The nine visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Branchview Development 
Mr. William Roll presented the council with an alternative to the approved design plans for 
Phase IV of the Branchview Development.  His written proposal is as follows:   
 
“Branchview-Phase IV 
Current approved plans, based upon the borough storm water ordinance call for 20 foot 
paved road and 8 foot stone shoulders.  In addition, from the intersection of Madison and 
Jefferson, a 9 foot wide stone ditch along the right and left side of Madison is required.  The 
ditch extends from the intersection of Madison and Jefferson to the beginning of phase V 
where the road becomes relatively level.  This section of Madison is steep (the steepest section 
is a 14.5% grade), and as you know from Buchanan Street, the stone shoulders wash out 
during heavy rain storms.  In addition, the stone ditches are unsightly and will be difficult for 
property owners to maintain. 
 
Instead of the 8 foot stone shoulders and the 9 foot stone ditch, we propose eliminating the 
stone ditch and paving the stone shoulders.  The shoulders would have a 6 inch stone base, a 
2 inch asphalt base, and a 1 inch wearing base.  Also rolled curb would be provided for the 
entire length of Madison Street for phase IV.  The mini-basins at alternating property lines 
would still collect and disperse run-off from the paved shoulders.” 
 
Mr. Roll added that the new section of Madison would be slightly steeper than Buchanan 
Street.   
 
Mr. Bruce Boyton, the contractor for the project, explained that the concept of the small 
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basins along alternate lot lines would still be utilized.  The redesign would funnel the disposal 
of the water to the basins by way of the paved shoulders and rolled curbs.   Mr. Boyton stated 
that most of the water on the lots would run in an opposite direction of the stone ditch.  The 
water going into the stone ditch would come mostly from the roadway so he doesn’t feel it 
would be a big impact on the stormwater management.  Mr. Boyton added that the current 
plans, with a stone ditch on both sides of Madison Street, might become difficult for the 
Borough to maintain.  The cartway is 50-foot wide.   
 
Mr. Troxell moved to accept Mr. Roll’s proposal as explained.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Straub asked how the water would be controlled at the bottom of 
the hill.  Mr. Boyton replied that catch basins exist between alternating lots.  The road will be 
aligned to permit the water to run into the swale that parallels the property lines.  The swale 
extends to the catch basin.  A small diameter pipe controls the outlet of the water.   
 
Mr. Ditton asked if the Borough’s engineers had been consulted.  The Borough Secretary 
spoke with Andrew Keister of Larson Design Group, Inc.  He suggested that the council 
stipulate that once the work is complete, if the stormwater is not controlled, the developers 
would address the problem and the Borough would not accept the street until all stormwater 
issues are resolved.  Mr. Roll agreed to the stipulation.  Mr. Troxell and Mr. Wolfe amended 
their motion and second to include the engineer’s recommendation.  Roll call vote – Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion 
passed 4-1.   
  
Mr. Wolfe moved to begin the process to change the Borough’s ordinance pertaining to new 
streets accordingly.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  The ordinance will be changed from a 
twenty-foot cartway with stone berms.  Mr. Martin will prepare the ordinance once the 
council has determined the new specifications.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Interviews for Borough Council Vacancy 
The four candidates drew numbers to determine the order of the interviews.  
 
Mr. Frank Wetzel was the first candidate interviewed.   

 Mr. Straub asked if Mr. Wetzel is still working with Big Brothers/ Big Sisters.  He 
replied that he has been involved with the program for about 1½ years.   

 Mr. Straub asked if Mr. Wetzel is a member of the Kiwanis Club.  Mr. Wetzel stated 
that he recently joined. 

 Mr. Straub asked what Mr. Wetzel had done, in his volunteer experience, to prepare 
him for being on council.  Much of his volunteer experience was as an officer with the 
Rescue Squad.  The volunteer group did not ask the Borough for support, but raised 
the funds themselves.  Mr. Wetzel added that through his employment, he deals with 
people on a daily basis and feels this gives him the ability to serve the people of 
Northumberland.   

 Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. Wetzel has any specific ideas for the town.  Mr. Wetzel 
replied that he feels that more is needed for the children in the Borough, whether it is a 
community center at the Second Street School, or something else.  He added that kids 
are prohibited from rollerblading on the sidewalks and he thinks they need to be 
provided with additional activities.  He would be willing to help locate funding, 
although he does not have a lot of experience in this type of thing.  Mr. Wetzel added 
that he is not married and does not have children so he does have free time to 
volunteer.   
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 Mr. Wolfe asked how much time Mr. Wetzel thinks being on council would take.  He 
replied that he thinks it takes a lot, but has no idea of the amount of hours.  He feels 
that he would have enough time in his schedule.  He added that he ran over 3,000 calls 
for the Rescue Squad in one year. 

 Mr. Ditton asked if Mr. Wetzel ever ran for council in an election.  Mr. Wetzel stated 
that he has not.  Mr. Ditton asked why.  Mr. Wetzel replied that his father had served 
as Mayor of the Borough and he did not feel it would be best to run for the council at 
that time. 

 Mr. Troxell asked what committees most interest Mr. Wetzel.  He stated that he is 
willing to work on any committee, but feels he would be able to contribute more on 
the Public Safety Committee.  Finance would not be his strongest suit, but he would 
be willing to serve on any of the committees. 

 Mr. Troxell asked about Mr. Wetzel’s work schedule.  He works three twelve-hour 
days a week, the days alternate.  He added that he knows his schedule for the next 
three years. 

 Mr. Ditton asked what Mr. Wetzel’s highest priority would be if he were named to the 
council.  Mr. Wetzel stated that the first thing he would like to accomplish is to make 
sure the people of the community would know that he is working to serve them. He 
does not have any “personal agenda”; he would just want to serve the residents of the 
community the best that he can. 

 Mr. Wetzel asked what criteria the council is using to fill the vacant seat.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that he does not believe the council has any “criteria”.  Mr. Wolfe is looking for 
someone who has the time to put in and someone who is not an “ax grinder”.  Mr. 
Wolfe added that he is not interested in someone who “has an agenda”. 

 
Mr. Jonathan Rees stated that he grew up in Northumberland, went to school for engineering, 
and worked for an engineering firm in Syracuse for five years.  He changed his vocation, 
moved back to Northumberland two years ago, and now teaches.   

 Mr. Troxell asked if Mr. Rees is interested in any special projects.  He stated that he is 
willing to work on the Second Street School or the pool projects.  He would like to get 
more students interested in science-related programs or engineering.  He would also 
like to see more jobs created in the area, noting the warehouse on Orange Street. 

 Mr. Ditton asked where, what, and why Mr. Rees teaches.  He teaches math, physics, 
and computer science at the Northumberland Christian School.  He teaches because he 
gets more fulfillment from working with kids then he did working as an engineer.   

 Mr. Ditton asked why Mr. Rees is interested in serving.  He replied that he is 
interested in volunteering his time for the borough and the youth of the community.  
He would like to get more jobs in the area and interest the kids in the high-tech 
subjects. 

 Mr. Wolfe asked what is lacking in the town right now.  Mr. Rees replied, being back 
here for over a year, he thinks having more recreational activities would improve the 
town.  He also feels that the streets need attention. 

 Mr. Rees stated that he is in the process of applying to provide foster care. 
 Mr. Straub asked Mr. Rees to prioritize the committees he is interested in serving on.  

Finance is his top choice.  He would also be interested in the property, streets, and 
parks committees, in the order.  He added that he is flexible. 

 Mayor Brosius asked about his interest in applying for grants.  He has experience 
writing grants for the school and would be willing to assist in this manner.  He also 
has experience writing proposals for the defense department that needed to be very 
meticulous.   
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Ms. Judyann Schmidt stated that she is originally from Northumberland.  She was employed 
in the nursing field for twenty years and has also worked as a nurse paralegal.  She is now 
disabled and has time to volunteer. 

 Mr. Straub asked which committee Ms. Schmidt would least like to be on.  She replied 
Finance.  She would most like to be on the Parks and Recreation Committee because 
she has three grandsons who visit and she has no place to take them.  She added that 
she would like to see the Second Street project succeed for the kids in the community. 

 Mrs. Groninger asked how this council could improve its image or the way that they 
serve.  Ms. Schmidt stated that she thinks the community spirit could be improved and 
suggests that the council try to meet with the residents more often to get feedback. 

 Mr. Wolfe asked what else is wrong with the town, beside recreation or streets.  Ms. 
Schmidt replied that she thinks of the streets because of all the construction that has 
been done to the sewers, etc. 

 Mr. Ditton asked if Ms. Schmidt ever ran for council and if she would run if she is not 
chosen tonight.  She replied that she has not run for council but she would run now 
that she is no longer employed and has more time to volunteer.   

 Mayor Brosius noted that Ms. Schmidt currently serves on the Appeals Board.   
Ms. Schmidt stated that her family is from the Borough and she had a great-uncle who was 
mayor, and she would like to follow in his footsteps. 
 
Ms. Noelle Long stated that she is from Northumberland.  She went to college, studied abroad 
for a year, and lived away from the area for a while.  She volunteered for the Red Cross.  She 
is currently employed at SEDA-Cog in Lewisburg, working with small businesses interested 
in exporting their products.   

 Mr. Troxell asked if she is working at the present time.  Yes, she is.   
 Mr. Troxell asked why Ms. Long is interested in serving on the Finance committee.  

She stated that she has taken accounting courses and is interested in budgeting. 
 Mr. Troxell asked if there are any particular recreation projects that interest her.  She 

is interested in helping to develop more things for kids to do. 
 Mr. Ditton asked Ms. Long’s major was in college.  She majored in international and 

political studies and minored in French. 
 Mr. Ditton asked what activities Ms. Long would like to see planned for the older 

residents in the community.  She replied that the Senior Action Center is available for 
the older residents.  She would like to see more activities planned in the Borough 
beside Pineknotters’ Days, perhaps Block Parties. 

 Mr. Ditton asked if Ms. Long ever ran for election and if she will run if she is not 
chosen tonight.  Ms. Long said that she has not run, but will if not selected. 

 Mr. Wolfe asked what is wrong with the town.  Ms. Long stated that she does not feel 
that there is anything wrong with the town, just that some things could be enhanced. 

 Mrs. Groninger asked about her family.  Ms. Long stated that she has been married for 
two years and is a recent dog owner.  Ms. Long added that she thinks it is good to get 
the message out that Northumberland is a nice place to live.   

 Mayor Brosius asked Ms. Long for her opinion of the Second Street School project.  
She replied that she understands that funding is an issue and is interested in seeking 
grant funding.  She has experience with applying for grants in her position at SEDA-
Cog. 

 Mr. Straub asked how her volunteer experiences have prepared her for council.  She 
feels that her Red Cross experience is valuable.  She has had the opportunity to work 
with people.   
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Mr. Wolfe stated that this has been a very good experience and he feels that any one of the 
candidates would be an asset to the council.  Currently one vacancy exists.  The term would 
expire in 2005, due to the election laws.  A two-year term would be on the ballot in 2005. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if there is a reason why the council could not vote on two candidates, 
since Greg Carl’s resignation has been received.   
 
Mr. Wolfe agreed and moved to accept Greg Carl’s resignation, with regret.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  Mr. Straub and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion failed.  Mr. Wolfe asked the solicitor for 
advice.  Mr. Martin stated that he believes the council has to accept Mr. Carl’s resignation.  
He added that the council could table the determination on the second applicant, but action 
must be taken within 30 days.  Mr. Troxell stated that he was under the impression that 
someone was in communication with Mr. Carl and that he was having second thoughts about 
resigning.  Mr. Carl contacted the Borough Secretary and informed her that his resignation 
was effective on June 28.  Mrs. Groninger thought that the situation was that the council could 
table the action upon Mr. Carl’s resignation so they would only have to choose one 
replacement tonight.  She added that this was the reason she voted no.  She added that the 
council is fortunate to have the candidates who have submitted applications for the vacant 
seat.  She is willing to meet in July to choose the second candidate.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the clock starts on the date that Mr. Carl resigns.  Mr. Martin replied that 
the clock starts when the council accepts the resignation.   
 
Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Ditton left the room at 8:07 p.m.  
 
Mr. Martin advised that no action could be taken since only three council members remained 
at the table.   
 
Mayor Brosius asked what the process would be if the two vacant seats were not filled this 
evening.  She asked if the council would decide among these candidates, or if the vacant 
position would be advertised again.  Mr. Wolfe replied that his personal opinion is that the 
council has four candidates applying for two positions and he would like the council to 
appoint two of them.  Since three council members have decided that they do not want to 
appoint two of them tonight, it is his understanding that the council would appoint one 
member tonight and have a special meeting in July to interview candidates again and the 
Borough would need to re-advertise the open seat.  Mr. Martin agreed.   
 
Mrs. Groninger returned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Mr. Troxell said that he was unaware that Greg Carl decided to resign, so he would move to 
accept Greg Carl’s resignation.  Mr. Martin stated that he must first move to rescind the 
previous motion. 
 
Mr. Ditton returned at 8:11 p.m. 
 
Mr. Troxell moved to rescind the previously approved motion.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton and 
Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 3-2.   
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Mr. Troxell moved to accept Mr. Carl’s resignation.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Ditton questioned why the council is re-voting.  Mr. Troxell said that he was 
under the impression before the meeting that Mr. Carl was reconsidering his resignation.  Roll 
call vote – Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger 
voted nay.  Motion passed 3-2. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that if someone resigns, he vacates the seat.  Mr. Martin agreed. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council has two vacant seats.  Both terms will end next year.   
 
Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:15 p.m. and returned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Groninger nominated Jonathan Rees for council.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that the last time there was a vacancy, each council member voted for one of the 
applicants.  Whoever received the majority of the votes was named to the council.  Mr. Martin 
advised that the motion should be taken off the floor.  Mrs. Groninger agreed to do so.   
 
Mr. Wolfe nominated Frank Wetzel, Jonathan Rees, Judyann Schmidt, and Noelle Long as 
candidates for council.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  It was determined that 
the candidate with the most votes would be appointed to the council.  The council would then 
vote for a candidate for the second vacant position.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the first person 
appointed would then participate in the second vote.  Mr. Martin said that the candidate must 
be sworn in first.  Mr. Wolfe asked if any member of the public had any comments.  None 
was offered.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Straub voted for Jonathan 
Rees; Mr. Ditton voted for Judyann Schmidt; and Mr. Troxell voted for Frank Wetzel.   
 
Mayor Brosius swore in Jonathan Rees. 
 
Mr. Straub nominated Frank Wetzel, Judyann Schmidt and Noelle Long as candidates for 
council.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. 
Straub and Mr. Wolfe voted for Noelle Long; Mr. Troxell voted for Frank Wetzel; and Mr. 
Rees abstained.   
 
Mayor Brosius swore in Noelle Long. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council’s next regular meeting is August 3rd.  The third Tuesday of 
the month is a work session.  The only meeting in July will be the work session on July 20th.  
The new council committees will be announced at the August meeting. 
  
Executive Session – none required 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the sewer project was to begin this week, however it is being 
delayed until after Pineknotters’ Days.  Mr. Ruane attended the preconstruction meeting. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
 Mayor Brosius announced that Pineknotters’ Days is coming up.  Anyone wishing to 

volunteer should see the Mayor.  
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 The police are sponsoring a Soap Box Race in the morning on July 3rd and a Bicycle 
Rodeo that afternoon at 3:00 p.m. 

 
 Another work session is planned for the Second Street building for July 17 at 9:00 a.m.  

Anyone wanting more details should contact either Darvin Straub or Brian Ginck. 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance 
 2003 Audit Report 

The audit was received last week.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the vote on the audit until August.   
 
 Beginning in August, the committee will meet once a month to develop the 2005 budget.  

The committee meets with department representatives and committee chairmen to discuss 
budget numbers, reviews the income, and determines how to balance the budget.  The 
budget will then be presented to the full council to be voted on twice.   

 
Property 
 Mr. Straub stated that a group of individuals in the Borough have offered a parcel of land 

to the Northumberland Fire Police.  The land is located along Front Street, approximately 
at the intersection with C Street.  Mr. Straub has informed Jon Apple that the council 
would not vote on the offer this evening because of a list of conditions.  Mr. Straub 
reviewed the proposal.  A portion of the property, approximately 2.25 acres, would be 
donated to the Northumberland Fire Police.  The remainder of the property, approximately 
1.7 acres, would be developed with approximately 5-6 doublewide homes.  The 
Northumberland Fire Police would be responsible for having an appraisal done for a 
minimum of Thirty Thousand ($30,000) dollars for a gifting write off for the sellers and 
would have all survey and subdivision work completed for both tracts and apply for a 
common entranceway at the PPL r/w site for both properties to share.  The current owners 
of the property are Barry Colescott, Robert Naginey, and Louis VanGilder.   

 
Mr. Straub had suggested that the Fire Police consider seeking funds to build on property 
at the recycling center. 

 
Mayor Brosius asked about the possibility of condemning property on Duke Street and 
establishing a building for the Fire Police at that location.  Mayor Brosius added that the 
Borough has applied to both Main Street and Elm Street and that grant funding may be 
available through these groups.    

 
Mr. Straub stated that he would obtain more information for the August 3rd meeting.   

 
Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Martin if he had a recommendation about the offer.  Mr. Martin 
stated that his initial response would be to decline the offer.  He feels that there are too 
many terms to be met and does not know if the proposed subdivision would meet the 
borough codes.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the topic. 

 
 Mr. Straub plans to meet with Representative Phillips in July to discuss the Second Street 

School funding. 
 
Personnel 
 The Personnel Committee received 12 applications for the part-time code enforcement 
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officer.  The committee and Code Enforcement Officer Paul Ruane held interviews with 
four candidates and is recommending that the council hire Bud Feaster for the position.  
Mrs. Groninger so moved; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger 
added that Mr. Feaster has been a contractor and has a lot to offer the Borough.  Mr. 
Ruane will train him.  The job is part-time, as needed.  The pay rate is $9 per hour.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 

   
Mrs. Groninger added that Mr. Ruane is in the hospital and we wish him a speedy recovery.   
 
 Lori Funk has tendered her resignation as a school crossing guard.  The Borough’s 

substitute crossing guard, Mary Walden, has applied for the position.  Mrs. Groninger 
moved to accept Lori Funk’s resignation and to hire Mary Walden as her replacement.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Public Safety  
 Emergency Services Task Force Appointments 

The Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company has provided the council with nominees 
for the Emergency Services Task Force.  The company nominates Dave Bogovich as the 
company’s representative, Steve Cimino as the alternate, and Dean Paul as the citizen-at-
large.   

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Dave Bogovich as the Northumberland Hook and Ladder 
Company’s primary delegate to the Emergency Services Task Force.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Mike McPherson stated that he feels that all representatives 
on the task force should reside in the Borough.  Two of the three are Borough residents.  
Mr. Ditton asked if the fire company voted for the nominees.  No one was present who 
could answer the question.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he also is aware of a concern that there 
may be a conflict of interest because Mr. Bogovich owns a haz-mat business.  Roll call 
vote – All nays.  Motion failed. 

 
Mr. Straub moved to appoint Steve Cimino as the Northumberland Hook and Ladder 
Company’s alternate delegate to the Emergency Services Task Force.  Mr. Rees seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  It was stated that Mr. Cimino works for a haz-mat company, but 
does not own it.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Dean Paul as the Northumberland Hook and Ladder 
Company’s citizen-at-large representative to the Emergency Services Task Force.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The question was asked whether Mr. Paul 
works for a haz-mat company.  Mr. Troxell stated that Mr. Paul works for Zartman 
Construction Company.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
 Fire Board Appointments 

The Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company has nominated three members to serve 
on the Northumberland Fire Board:  Jim Troup, Steve Cimino, and Dave Bogovich.   

 
Mr. Straub moved to appoint Jim Troup to the Northumberland Fire Board.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Troxell moved to appoint Steve Cimino to the Northumberland Fire Board.  Mrs. 
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Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. 
Long, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
Mr. Wolfe called for a motion to appoint Mr. Bogovich to the Fire Board.  No motion was 
offered. 

 
Streets  
Mr. Troxell stated that the Sewer Authority has not televised King Street between Third and 
Fourth Streets and asked if council would want to wait until next year to pave this street.  Mr. 
Straub stated that the council has been discussing paving the street.  Mrs. Groninger added 
that King Street has been on the Borough’s street plans and the bids are out.  Ms. Lark stated 
that she was not aware of the paving to be done on King Street but the Sewer Authority is not 
aware of any major repairs to be done in this block.  Mrs. Groninger stated that this block 
should be paved because of the number of cuts made by utilities.   
    
Mr. Troxell asked if the difference in the amount of money estimated for the street projects, 
approximately $134,000, and the total of the actual bids, approximately $97,000, could be 
used for equipment purchases.  He stated that the crew has a tractor that needs replaced or 
repaired.  Mr. Wolfe replied that there are some berms that could be paved also.  Mr. Troxell 
stated that he has looked at the area on the hill where berms have been requested and he is not 
in favor of paving the berms because some residents have planted their grass to the edge of 
the street.  The money can be saved for street projects next year.   
 
Mr. Troxell stated that the borough is renting a lawnmower for the summer.  Mr. Wolfe 
replied that the council had opted to rent the equipment this year and would discuss the other 
options at budget time. 
 
Old Business 
1. Fees for Inspections under the Uniform Construction Code   

Mr. Martin explained that the issue is whether or not the borough may charge for the 
building permits in addition to the fees for inspections.  Act 45 does not state whether or 
not the old fees may be charged in addition to the inspection fees.  Until clarification is 
received, the fees will be charged for both.  The inspection fees will be at the rate charged 
by Light-Heigle & Associates. 
 

2. Grant Writing 
Mr. Straub stated that a meeting was held with a representative from the Pennsylvania 
State Association of Boroughs.  The association now has a grant writing service at the cost 
of $2,000 per month or $100 per hour.  Approximately 30 grant writers around the state 
are available through this service.  Mr. Straub explained that the Borough could prepare 
grants and one of these people could review the grants and make recommendations.  Mr. 
Straub added that by contracting for this service, the Borough would receive a booklet 
with a list of available grants.  Another service that this group would provide is they 
would meet with government officials to encourage their support in obtaining funding for 
specific projects. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that money received for the 904 recycling grant could be used to pay for 
grant writing services.   
 
Mr. Straub moved to join the grant writing program with a budget of $2,000 for the 
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balance of 2004.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Straub amended his 
motion to include a provision that the Borough is provided with the booklet listing the 
various grants available at no additional cost.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Straub is also working with Katie Bluhm of SEDA-Cog.  She will be reviewing a 
grant proposal that Mr. Straub is writing to obtain equipment for recycling for next year.   
 

3. The Point Township supervisors attended a prior council meeting and requested the 
council’s approval for the state to turn over the maintenance of Eighth Street to the 
Township or the Borough.  Point Township wants PennDOT to turnback Cannery Road to 
the Township and PennDOT will only do so if Eighth Street is included.  Since the eastern 
half of Eighth Street lies in the Borough, the council must approve the turnback and 
determine if the Borough wishes to maintain the street or relinquish the turnback money to 
the Township for maintaining the street.  Mr. Troxell moved to approve the turnback with 
Point Township maintaining the road, stipulating that this would be for maintenance only.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Long, Mr. Ditton, Mr. 
Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 
6-1.  

 
4. Mr. Martin researched how to prohibit large trucks from parking on borough streets.  He 

advised that the Borough must post signs on each street where parking is to be prohibited.  
However, traffic citations may be issued for vehicles that are obstructing traffic.  This is a 
violation under the vehicle code.   

 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the money budgeted for Streets could be used to purchase signs.  The 
response was yes.  It was also suggested that grant money might be obtained to purchase 
signs.   
 

5. The Borough Secretary contacted Michael Balducci’s office to invite him to the council 
meeting.  Mr. Balducci is away this week. 

 
6. Mr. Wolfe asked about the progress of the water company’s review of the Sewer 

Authority.  Ms. Lark replied that she has been working with the water company and that 
Mr. Reed had been away. 

 
7. Mr. Wolfe asked when the street name from Penn Street to Westway Street would be 

changed.  Mr. Martin will write the ordinance for this name change as well as any other 
streets that have been changed due to the 911 system.  Mr. Ruane will be asked to check if 
any other street names require changing and the one ordinance will address all the 
changes. 

 
New Business 
Requiring Council Approval 
1. Mr. Troxell moved to approve the minutes of June 1, 2004.  Mr. Straub seconded the 

motion.  Discussion.  A new page seven was provided because the results of a roll call 
vote had been omitted on the original copy.  Roll call vote to approve the minutes as 
amended:  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; 
Mrs. Long and Mr. Rees abstained. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. 
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Ditton questioned the bill for repairs to the bucket truck.  The reason for the repairs was 
not available.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$23,855.78; Liberty Pool bills total $4,942.60. 

 
3. Mr. Rees moved to approve the transfer funds from the Liberty Pool account to the 

General Fund for the pool’s payroll expenses.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  The 
amount to be transferred includes the actual amount of the pool’s payroll plus the costs for 
Social Security and Medicare.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
4. The Walker Bros. Circus is seeking an outdoor location to perform for one day.  Council 

determined that the Borough has no location of adequate size.  The company will be 
informed.   

 
5. Mr. Troxell moved to accept Mr. Rees’s resignation from the Planning Commission.  Mr. 

Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
6. Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise for the vacancy on the Planning Commission.  Mr. Ditton 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
7. Mr. Wolfe announced that the council is working the hotdog stand at Pineknotters’ Days 

on Tuesday, July 6th.  Mayor Brosius added that volunteers are also needed at the 
Pineknotter stand.   

 
8. Mr. Straub commented that he is please with the support that the police department 

provided to the recycling center.  Someone had dropped off recyclables at the recycling 
center when the center was closed.  Mr. Straub found the person’s name and address on 
one of the items and the police sent a letter informing the party of the center’s hours and 
that if they should do it again, they would be charged with littering.  Mrs. Groninger and 
Mr. Wolfe questioned why the party wasn’t arrested.  Mr. Straub explained that the 
materials were all recyclable.     

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the next council work session would be on July 20th and the next 
regular council meeting is scheduled for August 3rd. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, 
Northumberland, PA 17857 

August 3, 2004 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Clifford “Butch” Kriner, Sergeant; 
Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; Cindy Lark, 
Sewer Authority and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary 
 
The five visitors present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Ms. Shirley McCloskey asked about the status of the private alleys in the Borough.  Mr. 
Ruane said that a private alley is behind his property.  The adjacent property owners had 
each provided five feet for the alley.  He is not sure how the other private alleys came 
into existence. 
 
Mr. Ditton stated that the unopened alleys were the old fire lanes to access the rear of 
properties.   
 
Mr. Martin stated that the unopened alleys could have been in existence since the town 
was laid out, but might not have been formally accepted and deeded to the Borough.  He 
offered to research the ownership of the property at the courthouse.  Mr. Ditton stated 
that the unopened alleys are on the assessment maps and no tax is charged.  Mr. Martin 
replied that the maps may or may not be accurate and that he would check at the 
courthouse for the deeds to the property.   
 
Ms. McCloskey asked how long a car with no license plate or inspection may be parked 
on a property.  Mr. Ruane stated that he would take care of the problem. 
 
Ms. McCloskey stated that a neighbor has brush extending over the sidewalk.  Mr. Ruane 
will check into this complaint also. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Ms. McCloskey for donating a booklet dated 1856 to the 
Borough.  It is a treasurer's book containing an accounting of donations for the purchase 
of a clock.  Ms. McCloskey informed the council that the clock was purchased for the 
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Methodist Church. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported on a successful Kids Krafty Korner with 47 children registered 
and an average of 28 children in attendance each week.  The Recreation Commission, the 
Anselmo Fund and the Degenstein Foundation funded the program. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the Pineknotter Days Committee and the volunteers who help to 
make Pineknotter Days a success, especially the following Middle School students who 
manned the booth for the Second Street Community Center:  Kelsey Ginck, Paige Welby, 
Kayla Winans, Brandy Weaver, Alison Dalto, Erin Veronick, Kaitlyn Hauck, Michelle 
Furr, Lauren Redington, and Jen Engle. 
 
Several residents in the downtown area have requested parking permits and she is asking 
that the council take it under advisement.  Mr. Wolfe stated that it is a Streets issue and 
requested that the Streets Committee review the matter. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that the monthly report has been received from the Police 
Department.  She thanked the police for sponsoring the Soap Box Race and a Bicycle 
Rodeo.  The Mayor also informed the council that a grant has been awarded from the 
Degenstein Foundation for the purchase of a stun gun. 
 
The Mayor's Report is on file in the Borough Office. 
   
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the projects on Orange Street and Eighth Street have begun.   
 
The contractor discovered a marker for the boundary between Northumberland and Point 
Township at the corner of Eighth and King Streets. 
 
Ms. Lark will have the rest of the information relating to the Sewer Authority sent to the 
American Water Company within the next two weeks.  In April, the water company 
requested this information as part of a process to determine if the company would be 
interested in acquiring the Sewer Authority from the Borough.    
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he understands the Sewer Authority is interested in talking to the 
Finance Committee about monetary issues.  He invited them to attend the Finance 
Committee meeting on August 18th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked when the Northumberland Sewer Authority meets.  Ms. Lark 
replied that the meetings are the fourth Monday of every month.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
all members of the Northumberland Sewer Authority are residents of the borough.  Ms. 
Lark stated that all the members are either residents or own property in the Borough.  
Mrs. Groninger asked if any of the members serve in two capacities.  Ms. Lark replied 
that Jack Fasold is also a member of the Point Township Sewer Authority.  Mr. Wolfe 
asked if Packer Island also has a Sewer Authority.  Ms. Lark replied that they have no 
Sewer Authority; the Upper Augusta Township supervisors are in charge of their sewer.  
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The Northumberland Sewer Authority is contracting with Upper Augusta Township to 
treat the sewage from Packer Island.  The line will be metered to determine the cost to the 
township. 
 
Election of Chairman Pro Tem  
Mr. Wolfe requested nominations for the Chairman Pro Tem.  He explained that the 
Chairman Pro Tem is in charge of a meeting in the event that both the President and Vice 
President of Council are absent.   
 
Mrs. Groninger nominated Mr. Straub for the position of Chairman Pro Tem.  Mr. Rees 
seconded the nomination.   
 
Mr. Straub nominated Mr. Troxell to the position.  Mr. Ditton nominated Mrs. Groninger.  
Mrs. Groninger declined.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that Mr. Straub and Mr. Troxell were nominated and asked if Mr. 
Rees seconded the nominations.  He did so.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked for a roll call vote to close the nominations.  The vote was unanimous to 
close the nominations. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved that council answer either Darvin or Donnie to vote for the Chairman 
Pro Tem.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Ditton voted for Donnie; Mr. Troxell and Mrs. Groninger 
voted for Darvin.  Chairman Pro Tem is Donnie Troxell.    
 
New Committee Assignments 
Mr. Wolfe announced the changes and additions to the committees.  He also established a 
new Ordinance Committee.  A list of the committees is at the end of the minutes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Ditton to serve as the Borough’s representative to the Emergency 
Services Task Force.  He explained that the task force would decide over the course of a 
few months or a year the best way to oversee the Fire Protection in the Borough, 
specifically the Fire Board.  Mr. Ditton questioned if the council could tell volunteer fire 
companies what to do in that they fall under the private, non-profit laws.  Mr. Martin will 
review the article that Mr. Ditton was referencing.  Mr. Ditton added that he is also a 
member of the #1’s Fire Department.  Mr. Crebs stated that that does matter so Mr. 
Wolfe stated that he would name himself as the council’s representative to the task force. 
 
Mr. Straub moved to accept the new committee assignments, including Mr. Wolfe's 
appointment to the Emergency Services Task Force.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote - All ayes.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced the times of the committee meetings.  Finance meets the third 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.; Personnel meets as needed; Property meets the 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.; Public Safety meets the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m.; Streets meets the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. 
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Wolfe requested that Mr. Rees determine when the Ordinance Committee would meet. 
 
If the meetings are changed or cancelled, Mr. Wolfe requested that the chairmen inform 
the office so a notice may be posted. 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee would be preparing the budget at the 
finance meetings scheduled for August, September, October and November.   
The full council will vote on the budget at two meetings in December.  Mr. Wolfe added 
that the December work session would be changed to the second regular council meeting 
for December. 
 
Mr. Wolfe welcomed everyone in the community to be present for the meetings to ask 
questions and voice opinions.  In past years, the committee has met monthly to discuss 
the budget and no one shows up to ask questions until the November council meeting.  
He added that the newspaper is present at the meetings and the committee welcomes 
everyone in the community to the meetings.   
  
Mr. Wolfe stated that Sunday’s newspaper contained an article about real estate taxes.  
The Borough was listed as one of the communities with the highest rate.  What was not 
included in the article is that other municipalities in the area also have an occupation tax 
while Northumberland does not.   
 
Mrs. Groninger added that the article also fails to show what one mill of tax means in 
dollars to the municipality.  One mill of tax in Northumberland is less than one mill of tax 
in other municipalities.  Mr. Troxell added that one mill of tax in Northumberland is 
$13,000 while one mill of tax in Sunbury is $60,000, roughly. 
 
2003 Audit Report 
Mr. Troxell moved to approve the 2003 audit.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long and Mr. Rees 
voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 
  
Personnel 
Mrs. Groninger announced that Bud Feaster has accepted employment with the Borough 
as part-time code enforcement officer.  She welcomes him aboard, adding that he brings a 
lot of expertise, having been a contractor. 
 
Mrs. Groninger requested that action on Reed Smith’s representation be tabled at this 
time.  Mr. Wolfe agreed to do so. 
  
The committee plans to meet after tonight’s council meeting to discuss the Police Chief 
position. 
  
Property 
Mr. Straub reviewed the proposed land for the Fire Police with a contractor.  He does not 
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feel it would be cost effective to accept this proposal.  Mr. Straub added that the 
Recycling property was purchased with UDAG funds.  He feels that this would be a good 
location for the Fire Police to erect a building.  The Fire Police would like a building with 
several stalls for their equipment, a meeting room and a small kitchenette.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that she feels the council should determine what they are willing to give 
for the building.  She asked how many people are involved with the Fire Police.  She was 
told that approximately five people are Fire Police.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the 
Property Committee meet with the Fire Police to discuss the possibilities.   
  
Mr. Wolfe described a section of borough-owned land on Lincoln Street that is adjacent 
to his property.  The property owner on the other side of this land had requested that the 
Borough clean up the area because she is concerned about snakes and other animals 
living there.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he had someone look at the trees on the property and 
has been told that some of them are dead and may fall at some point.  Mr. Wolfe is 
concerned that it is a safety issue.  He requested that someone from the Borough look at 
the trees before the next meeting.   
 
Public Safety  
 Emergency Services Task Force Appointments 
The Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company has requested that Steve Cimino be 
appointed as their representative to the Emergency Services Task Force.  Mr. Troxell so 
moved.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Judyann Schmidt to the Emergency Services Task 
Force, as the #1’s citizen-at-large representative.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.   
 
The Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company also requested that Paul J. Ruane be 
appointed as their alternate to the Emergency Services Task Force.  It was stated that Mr. 
Ruane lives in Kreamer and therefore is not eligible to be appointed to the task force.  
Mr. Jim Troup stated that he would serve as the alternate from the Hookies.  Mr. Wolfe 
moved to appoint Jim Troup as the alternate from the Hookies.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that letters would be sent out to the representatives once a meeting date 
is determined.  The initial meeting will be an organizational meeting and the group will 
elect a chairman.  The meetings are open to the public. 
    
Streets  
Mr. Troxell stated that the street work has begun.  Progress is being made on the storm 
drains at Third and King Streets.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked when Fifth Street would be paved.  Mr. Ruane stated that G & R 
Charles was the low bidder and that they plan to pave Fifth Street and Sheetz Avenue and 
come back in the Borough to pave King and Fourth Streets once the curbing is installed. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the money that was budgeted for new sidewalks in the park would be 
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spent this year.  The money that was budgeted for this year is not enough to replace the 
rest of the sidewalks in the park.  Mayor Brosius stated that several trees must be 
removed before the sidewalks can be installed.  Mr. Ditton stated that a portion of the 
sidewalks could be installed.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the money could be used toward 
sidewalks at Second Street if it is not being used for the park.  Mr. Straub and Mr. Rees 
attended a seminar presented by Penn DOT to learn about a grant program - Safe Streets 
and Walkways.  Grant money may be available for the sidewalks and to replace the 
walkways in the downtown streets.  Mr. Straub has sent an email to Penn DOT asking if 
these projects, along with replacing the lights in King Street Park, may be combined 
under one grant application.  But this money will not be available this year. 
 
Mr. Wolfe checked the budget and determined that $4,712 was budgeted for sidewalk 
repairs and handicapped curbing.  He suggested that this money could be used to pay for 
the handicapped curbing that is being installed on Third Street.  Mrs. Groninger added 
that the Liquid Fuels money may be used for handicapped curbing, but she feels Liquid 
Fuels funds should be used for paving streets. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to obtain quotes to replace sidewalks on the Second Street side of the 
Second Street School.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mayor Brosius stated that she 
does not understand why they would install sidewalks before the renovations are done on 
the building.  She is concerned that construction could damage the sidewalks.  Mr. Wolfe 
explained that the money in the budget is not carried over from one year to the next.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that other communities have funds available as contingency funds.     
 
Mr. Wolfe withdrew that motion and moved to transfer $4,712 from the General Fund to 
the General Contingency Fund to be earmarked for sidewalks or handicapped curbing in 
the future.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - all ayes. 
  
[Note:  During the Finance Meeting on August 18th, it was determined that the $4,712 
was the amount budgeted for handicapped curbing and that $8,014 of the $8,778 
budgeted for King Street Park, $8,014 remains in the General Fund.] 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the Code Office’s activity for the past month.   
Mr. Ruane stated that since they are just now inspecting the sidewalks in the First Ward, 
he and Mr. Feaster are extending the deadline to October 31, 2005 for all property owners 
in the First Ward to repair or replace their sidewalks.   
 
Mr. Ruane explained that there was a break in a sewer line at one of his properties.  The 
line had been broken when a contractor was replacing a line for the water company.  The 
contractor asked that the excavation permit fee be waived since he will be opening the 
same hole as before.  Council approved waiving the permit fee. 
 
Mr. Ruane told the council that Dr. Cianflone has erected a monument in memory of 
September 11 at his car wash on Duke Street. 
 
Mr. Ruane asked if the Borough crew could be sent to clean out the drain at Café 
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Belissimo if the property owner or realtor will not take care of the problem.  If needed, 
they may do the work and a lien will be placed on the property.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
a lien is on the property at Fourth and Queen Streets.  One has been placed on that 
property. 
 
Mr. Straub asked who is responsible for an exposed wall on a property that is adjacent to 
one that was torn down.  Mr. Martin stated that if it was done after Act 45, Act 45 would 
cover how this should be handled.  If it was demolished prior to Act 45, the borough’s 
construction code that was in effect at that time would apply. 
 
Mr. Ruane stated that the charge for permit fees may need to be changed.   
 
Mr. Troxell stated that he has seen sidewalks marked at the intersection of King and 
Water Streets and Water and Duke Streets where the trucks have run over them.  He 
noted that the state had installed these sidewalks but with the truck traffic at these 
intersections, new sidewalks would be cracked again.  Mr. Troxell stated that although 
cracked, the sidewalks did not appear to be uneven.  
 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:07 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if Mr. Ruane determined if the Borough could provide a fix for the 
driveway owned by Mary Haas.  Mr. Ruane met with Ms. Haas and will have the crew 
install some hot mix when it's available. 
 
Mr. Straub asked if the Code Officers have had a chance to review the sidewalks in the 
2nd and 3rd wards.  Mr. Ruane stated that they are currently notifying the property 
owners in the 1st ward and when this is completed, they will begin inspecting the 
sidewalks in the 2nd ward. 
    
Old Business 

1. Grant Writing 
Mr. Straub stated that a grant writer from the Borough's Association will be here 
tomorrow at 10:00.  Anyone who is free is welcome to attend the meeting. 

 
2. Ordinance pertaining to cartways in new developments 
Mr. Martin has a draft ordinance completed but would like to know exactly what 
construction specifications should be included.  Mr. Troxell stated that currently, a 
new street must have a 20-foot cartway and 8-foot gravel berm on each side.  Mr. 
Troxell recommended that the new ordinance should require a 32-foot cartway, 
including the berm, with a 6-inch high, 8-inch wide rolled amiesite curb. 

 
3. Ordinance renaming streets 

Council must adopt an ordinance to rename three streets in the Borough.  They 
are West Way, Cannery Road, and Point Township Drive.  Mr. Ditton questioned 
why Route 11 was named Point Township Drive when it has been known as 
Northumberland Road.  Point Township named this road.  Mr. Martin will have 
an ordinance prepared for the September council meeting. 
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Mrs. Groninger returned at 8:15 p.m. 
 

4. Mrs. Groninger asked if the street sweeper is running.  Mr. Ditton stated that it 
was run today.  Mr. Troxell added that he believes it is being run every week. 

   
5. Mr. Troxell asked if a bill has been sent to the gas company for repairs to the 

stormwater pipe at Sixth and Duke Streets.  An invoice is being prepared.   
  

6. Mrs. Groninger asked if the Borough has received money from the insurance 
company or the party responsible for damaging a street sign and a light pole in an 
accident on Duke Street.   The answer was not known. 

 
7. Mr. Ditton stated that the 320-foot handicapped walkway must be installed at 

Pineknotter Park in order to satisfy the grant requirements from DCNR.  Mrs. 
Groninger added that the council has been aware of this.  Mr. Ditton wanted the 
council to know that he will see that the work is done as inexpensively as 
possible.  Mr. Ditton also explained that DEP had inspected the park and 
stipulated that ground covering be installed and the bank behind the backstop be 
rehabilitated by August 1st.  This work has been completed. 

 
8. Mr. Wolfe stated that a streetlight on Front Street was missing and a light on 

Queen Street was damaged in an accident.  He asked if these have been replaced.  
To date, they have not.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the Street Department be 
informed.   

 
New Business 
Requiring Council Approval 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of June 15 and June 29, 2004.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion. 

 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the light bars were sold or advertised.  Sgt. Kriner stated that 
he was unaware that council wished that they be advertised.   

 
Mr. Troxell moved to sell the light bars for $300.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger asked how the council knows what their 
values are.  Sgt. Kriner replied that the light bars are old and most police 
departments are purchasing new ones.  Another police force is interested in 
purchasing them.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Long voted to sell the light bars for $300; Mrs. Groninger 
voted nay.   

 
Roll call vote to approve the minutes – All ayes. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$58,733.69; the Liberty Splashland bills total $3,806.38; and the bills to be paid 
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from the Parks and Recreation account total $50.00. 
 

3. Mrs. Groninger moved to transfer funds from the Liberty Pool account to the 
General Fund to reimburse the General Fund for the pool's payroll expenses.  Mr. 
Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
4. A vacancy exists on the Planning Commission due to Mr. Rees' resignation from 

the commission upon his appointment to Borough Council.  Two residents have 
applied for the position, Judyann Schmidt and Arlene Hollenbach.   

 
Mr. Wolfe requested a nomination to appoint both residents to the Planning 
Commission.  Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Judyann Schmidt and Arlene 
Hollenbach to the Planning Commission.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Long and Mr. Straub voted for Judyann 
Schmidt; Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Troxell voted for Arlene 
Hollenbach.  Ms. Schmidt was appointed to the Planning Commission with a 4-3 
vote. 

 
5. Renewal of Insurance for Volunteers 

Mr. Ditton voted to renew the Insurance Policy covering volunteers in the 
Borough.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
6. Mr. Straub moved to purchase new tires for the skidster at the recycling center at 

a cost of $380 per tire.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
  

7. Mrs. Groninger moved to apply to the state for a grant to evaluate all the parks in 
the Borough.  The state will provide $6,000 to $7,000 for a professional to 
perform the evaluation.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Straub 
stated that by having the evaluation done, the Borough may be able to obtain 
additional grant funding to improve the parks.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
8. Mr. Straub requested permission to apply for a DCED grant as suggested by State 

Representative Merle Phillips for the Second Street building.  Mr. Ditton moved 
to do so; Mr. Rees seconded the motion.   Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
9. Mayor Brosius stated that the volunteers who worked at the park during 

Pineknotter Days raised $367.00.  A group of middle school students manned the 
spin art stand.   The Second Street Committee would like to purchase 
dehumidifiers with the funds.  Mr. Wolfe moved to purchase two dehumidifiers 
for the Second Street building.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote - All ayes. 

 
10. A group of Susquehanna University student will be volunteering their services for 

a few hours on August 28th.  Mayor Brosius will supervise their work at the 
Second Street building. 

 
11. Mr. Straub voiced his appreciation for the borough crew’s work in cleaning up the 
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Second Street building. 
 

12. Mr. Straub requested that the Borough apply for a Hometown Streets and Safe 
Routes Grant to replace the sidewalks in King Street Park and at the Second Street 
building, and to replace the brick walkways in the downtown streets.  Mrs. 
Groninger so moved.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

  
13. Mr. Straub asked if the two old welcome signs to the Borough and shutters from 

the Borough building could be donated or sold.  Council approved. 
 

14. Mr. Straub requested that the water line to the Recycling Building be repaired.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that the line was to be repaired months ago.  Council 
approved the request. 

 
15. Mr. Straub would like permission to get bids to patch or replace the roofs on the 

two sections of the Second Street building at either end of the gymnasium.  Mr. 
Wolfe moved to obtain estimates for patching or replacing the roofs.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe requested that if any of the grants that have been approved require 
matching funds, the Finance Committee be apprised of the amounts as soon as 
possible. 

 
16. Mrs. Groninger discussed private signs being erected for yard sales, etc.  The 

Borough currently has no sign ordinance.  Penn DOT has informed the Borough 
Office that any signs placed on state right-of-ways may be removed.  Penn DOT 
does not grant permission for them to be erected. 

 
17. Mrs. Groninger noted that the Northumberland Borough is featured on the cover 

of this month’s Borough News.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland Council Meeting  
221 Second Street,  

Northumberland, PA 17857 
September 7, 2004     

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Gretchen Brosius, Mayor; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Clifford “Butch” Kriner, Sergeant, Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary. 
 
There were 16 visitors present who introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

 Ms. Gayle Schlesinger, Head Start representative from the C.S.I.U., explained that 
the Head Start program has leases for classrooms that will expire within a year or 
two.  Ms. Schlesinger asked if the council would consider renting space at the 
Second Street School to the Head Start program.  Approximately 6 classrooms and 
restrooms would be required.  The area would need to be handicapped accessible.  
Another room could be utilized for parental classes.  Ms. Schlesinger advised that 
the Council could contact either herself or Mr. Marty Snella.  Mr. Wolfe requested 
that the Second Street Committee contact Ms. Schlesinger to learn more about the 
proposal and whether it would be possible.   

 
 Susan Nicholas is requesting permission to hang sign along Water Street at Duke 

Street from September 25 to October 3rd to promote a car show.  Mr. Wolfe moved 
to approve her request.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 Ms. Shirley McCloskey stated that one of her neighbors has not cut the grass or 

trimmed the weeds at his property.  Mr. Ruane stated that he saw weeds in the 
bushes on the bank but the grass in front between the street and the sidewalk is 
trimmed.  Ms. McCloskey replied that the neighbors cut the grass between the 
street and sidewalk. 
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Ms. McCloskey requested that the council have a clean-up each year.  She 
suggested that the residents should pay for the service.   

 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. to discuss personnel and 
legal issues. 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7:38 p.m. 
   
Presentation by Mr. Greg Patryna 
Mr. Greg Patryna, a Vice-President with the Susquehanna Valley Development Group, 
Inc., informed the council that his company is interested in developing elderly housing in 
the Borough at 645 Priestley Avenue.   
 
He is requesting that the council provide guidance and support for the application that he 
plans to present to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency in November of this year.  
The projected cost estimate is $1,007,000.  Mr. Wolfe added that he has received a letter 
from Randall Yoxheimer, Chairman of the Point Township Board of Supervisors, stating 
that the supervisors are pleased with their interactions with the company and that they 
support the project. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the housing is strictly for elderly housing.  Mr. Patryna replied 
that the company plans to rent the units for $350 to $400 per month, including utilities, and 
that the financing stipulates that the residents must be 62 years old or older. 
 
Mr. Martin stated that the request would require a hearing with the Zoning Hearing Board 
since the property is zoned R-2.  He added that it might be possible for this project to be 
permitted by special exception.  Mr. Ruane stated that he would be available tomorrow to 
provide the forms to apply to the Zoning Hearing Board for a special exception.   
 
Mr. Patryna is also looking for a letter of support from the council for the Pennsylvania 
Housing Finance Agency.  Mr. Martin stated that the council could vote to support the 
project, pending the Zoning Board’s approval.   
 
Mr. Troxell moved to provide a letter of support, pending the Zoning Board’s approval.  
Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Ms. Julie Watts, secretary at The Pines, 
stated that about 50 people are on the waiting list for the Borough’s two midrise apartment 
buildings.   
 
The question was asked if the apartments could be rented by anyone other than the elderly.  
Mr. Patryna stated that the financing is 30 year financing with no conditions.  After the 
mortgage is paid off, the company could do whatever they may want to. 
 
Roll call vote to approve a letter of support, pending the Zoning Board’s approval:  Mrs. 
Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. 
Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.   
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Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius sends the Council and Borough’s condolences to Mrs. Emma Gessner.  Mr. 
Ernie Gessner, a former Mayor and Borough Council President, passed away recently.  
Mayor Brosius added that flowers were planted in front of the Borough Office in memory 
of Mr. Gessner. 
 
Mayor Brosius presented a commemorative mug from the History Day and Revitalization 
Committees to the Borough for the council’s support for History Day. 
 
The Second Street Committee is holding a Community Yard Sale on Saturday, September 
11, from 8:00 to 3:00. 
  
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the work is progressing on Orange Street. 
 
Ms. Lark has provided the water company with the requested information.  The water 
company is now interested in obtaining copies of the authority’s maps. 
 
Code Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Office for August.  Inspections of the 
sidewalks in the second ward have been completed.  Letters are being sent out to the 
property owners who have not complied with the ordinance. 
  
Committee Reports 
Finance 

Mr. Wolfe explained that the committee met on August 18th to review the current 
year’s financials. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved that the borough transfer $8,014 from General Fund to the 
General Contingency Fund for sidewalks in King Street Park.  Mr. Straub seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the committee approved to disburse $5,000 to the 
Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library in September.  Mr. Ditton moved to do so.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Troxell moved to disburse $500 to the #1’s; $500 to the Hookies; and $100 to 
the Fire Police.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Troxell moved to transfer $18,483.13 from the General Fund to the Fire Fund.  
Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council had required that in order for a fire company to 
obtain the funding, a certified audit must be provided.  He asked if council wished 
to determine the limit for a company to obtain funding without a certified audit. 
Mrs. Groninger requested that the topic be tabled.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the discussion 
for the next Finance Meeting.  
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Copies of the Borough’s 2005 Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) for the 
Borough’s non-uniform and uniform pension plans were provided to council.  
These worksheets will be returned to the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement 
System.   
 

Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger moved to accept Donald Keeley’s resignation from the Borough 
Street Department.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Police Chief Appointment 
Mrs. Groninger moved to promote Timothy Fink to the position of Chief of Police 
at the salary and benefits as agreed.  The term is to be determined by the Personnel 
Committee and Mr. Fink, pending an employment agreement.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
   
Mrs. Groninger added that the council is very fortunate to have the three candidates 
who applied.  She thanked the police officers for their service to the Borough and 
stated that the council looks forward to working with them in the future. 

 
Property 
 Second Street School 

Mr. Straub stated that the committee would work with the Head Start group to 
determine if the building would be adequate for the their program.   
 
Mr. Straub requested that the Borough obtain prices for roof repairs or new rubber 
roofs for the Second Street building.  Donations and money from the insurance 
company could pay for the repairs.  The Borough would reserve the right to reject 
any and all bids.   
 
Lincoln Street property 
Mr. Troxell moved that the Borough crew clean up the borough-owned property on 
Lincoln Street.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees, Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Straub and Mrs. Groninger 
voted nay; Mr. Wolfe abstained because the property is adjacent to his property.  
Motion passed 4-2, with one abstention.   
   

Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton stated that the committee would meet this month to discuss poor vision 
at intersections.  The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 28 at 6:30 pm.  

  
 Emergency Services Task Force 

Mr. Wolfe introduced Mr. Frank Wetzel, the committee chairman.  Mr. Wetzel 
announced that the committee would meet on the last Monday of each month.  In 
September, they plan to tour the fire companies and in October, a representative 
from DCED will meet with the task force.  
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Streets  
  Mr. Ruane stated that the curbing work is to begin next Monday.   

Mr. Ruane will contact the paving company to begin the paving on Sheetz Avenue 
and Fifth Street.     
Mr. Straub requested that the contractors put signs up for construction at 
intersections before the actual construction site to make it easier for those traveling 
the streets. 
Mr. Troxell informed the council that the crew has removed the pump at the VFW 
building in order for it to be repaired.  Council approved renting a Job Johnny to be 
placed close to the building for the people renting the pavilion this month at 
Pineknotter Park. 

  
Ordinance Committee 
 The committee is reviewing the vehicle traffic section of the Borough Code. 
 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-2 pertaining to cartways in new 
developments.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  This 
was the first reading of Ordinance 2004-2. 

  
2. Mr. Ditton moved to name or rename streets in the Borough.  Penn Street is to 

become West Way, Cannery Road is to be the name of the street that extends from 
Orange at Eighth Street to the Borough line, and Point Township Drive is Route 11 
from the north ends of Water and Front Streets to the Borough line.  Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton stated that Route 11 was known as 
Northumberland Road.  Mr. Wolfe stated that Mr. Sulouff had been given the 
council’s permission to determine street addresses for Route 11 as well as Cannery 
Road.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Long, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Rees voted nay.  Motion failed 3-4. 
 
It was noted that the post office has changed the addresses of the residents on these 
streets.  Mr. Wolfe stated that another vote could be taken only if one of the 
councilmen who voted “nay” would choose to make a new motion.   
 
Mr. Rees moved to approve Ordinance 2004-3, which renames the streets West 
Way, Cannery Road and Point Township Drive.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. 
Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3.   
 

3. Mr. Wolfe announced that the ads for the autumn issue of the Pineknotter News are 
due by September 10th and the articles are due by September 17th. 

 
4. Mr. Ditton announced that on September 23rd at 9:00 a.m., DCNR would be 

inspecting Pineknotter Park in order to close out the grant.   
 

5. Mrs. Long informed the council that the items that the Borough was planning to 
apply for funding for, under the Hometown Streets and Safe Routes to School 
Grant, are no longer eligible under this grant.   
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New Business 

Requiring Council Approval 
 
1. Mr. Wolfe tabled the approval of the minutes of August 3, 2004. 
 
2. Mr. Straub moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  

The balance in the Parking Meter account is not enough to cover the final payment 
for the police vehicle.  An additional $3,701.94 is needed.  The motion includes 
transferring general funds to the Parking Meter account so this final payment may 
be paid.  Two other bills are added to the list of bills to be paid from the General 
Fund.  They are $62.63 for boots for a street department employee and $14,469 for 
K & T Excavating, Inc.  Roll call vote to pay the bills – All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $61,621.49; bills to be 
paid from the Liberty Pool account total $4,779.40; and the bill to be paid from the 
Parking Meter fund is $10,519.71. 

    
3. Mr. Ditton moved to transfer $8,811.73 from the Liberty Pool account to General 

Fund for payroll expenses.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Rees moved to grant a request for a handicapped parking space from Richard 

Ray of 355 Priestley Avenue.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. 
Long asked what happens to the handicapped space when the resident moves.  Mr. 
Ruane reviews the handicapped spaces to determine if they are still required.  Roll 
call vote:  Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion failed 1-6. 

 
5. Mrs. Groninger moved to permit Greg Carl and Tom Slodysko the use of borough 

equipment for the work that is planned at Liberty Splashland.  The Anselmo Trust 
has provided funding install a “sprayground” at the pool.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Carl and Mr. Slodysko are to inform Mr. Fisher 
whenever equipment is needed.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

  
6. Mr. Wolfe moved to re-appoint Margaret Weirick to the Planning Commission and 

Russell “Buzz” Meachum to the Zoning Board.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Ms. Weirick’s 4-year term ends August 31, 2008, and 
Mr. Meachum’s 3-year term ends on August 31, 2007.  

  
7. A Greenway meeting will be held on September 23rd at Tedd’s on the Hill. 

   
8. Mr. Straub has received a list of photo equipment to sell.  The equipment is from 

the Police Lab and is no longer being used.  Mr. Straub moved to sell the 
equipment.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
9. Mr. Straub and Mr. Fisher visited Camp Hill to learn about their leaf recycling.  By 

implementing a similar program, the Borough would be eligible for partial funding 
for vehicles.  The crew could start the program this fall.  A yard waste program 
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would increase the amount of potential funding.  This program may be 
implemented next year.  Mr. Straub moved to begin the leaf-mulching program.  
Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mayor Brosius welcomed Mr. Fink as the new Chief of Police and stated that she is 
looking forward to working with him. 
 
Mr. Wolfe wished Mr. Straub well with his upcoming surgery next week. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 1

 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street 
Northumberland, Pennsylvania 17857 

October 5, 2004 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Noelle Long, Darvin Straub, Don 
Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen Brosius, Mayor; Robin Martin, 
Solicitor, Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Nate Fisher, 
Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Judy Groninger 
arrived at 7:05 p.m.  Council member Jonathan Rees was absent. 
 
The eleven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

• Mr. Ray, a resident of 355 Priestley Avenue, had submitted a request for a 
handicapped parking space in front of his residence.  The council did not approve the 
request by a vote taken at the September 7, 2004 council meeting.  Mr. Ray stated that 
the Washington Tavern does not have adequate parking and the patrons park their 
vehicles in front of his house.  Mr. Ray had submitted a copy of his handicap placard 
and a letter from his doctor.  Mr. Troxell asked how long the Rays lived at the 
residence and if they owned the property.  Mr. Ray’s response was that they’ve lived 
there for four years and are the property owners.  Mr. Ditton stated that the council has 
had concerns about approving the handicapped spaces because residents do not 
relinquish them when they are no longer needed.  Mr. Martin added that the Borough 
is not obligated to issue the handicapped spaces.  It has been suggested that the council 
consider a policy before approving any handicapped spaces.  The Street Committee 
was asked to review the number of handicapped spaces currently established in the 
Borough and determine how future requests should be handled. 

 
• Mr. Brian Hayhurst informed the council that he has applied for the Public Works 

position that was recently advertised and that he is very interested in the position.  Mr. 
Wolfe informed him that the Personnel Committee would meet to review the ninety-
two applications and would be conducting interviews in the near future.   

 
• Mr. Jim Troup requested that a stormwater problem on Empress Tree Lane be 

addressed.  He lives at 323 Empress Tree Lane and his driveway washes out whenever 
there is a storm.  Mr. Ruane will check on the problem. 
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Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced an Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:22 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the personnel issue did not 
require any action at this time. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
The Mayor reported that she attended Public Safety, Revitalization, Second Street School, and 
History Day meetings.   
 
Revitalization will be coordinating the holiday decorating and are asking for volunteers to 
help check the lights on November 6th at 10:00 a.m. at the Borough Garage, and on November 
20th at 9:00 a.m. in the King Street Park.  Santa will arrive at the park on November 29th.  
 
 The History Day Committee will meet on October 25th at 7:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Building.  
May 7th is the scheduled date for History Day 2005. 
 
The Mayor has sent letters to the EMA Director, Fire Police, Fire Department and Police 
thanking them for their response and service to the community during the recent flood.  She 
reported that all went well during this emergency. 
 
Bloomsburg University students are interviewing Borough officials and employees in order to 
compile a profile of the Borough with an emphasis on health issues. 
 
The police have received grants to purchase a taser gun and supplies, and strips that are used 
to stop speeding vehicles. 
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark announced that the construction on Orange Street is progressing and will be 
completed in time for the Halloween Parade.  A representative from the Sewer Authority will 
attend the Finance Committee meeting. 
 
Code Office Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane informed the council that he attends the Penn Block Region 4 meetings each 
month.  This is a meeting of Code Officers from around the Lycoming County area.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that the group discusses common problems and solutions, including the new 
state building code regulations.  Mr. Ruane provided the council with a written report of his 
activity for the month of September.   
 
Mr. Troxell asked if the trailer that was parked on King Street has been moved.  Mr. Ruane 
replied that it will be moved next week.  It had been parked there during the flood emergency. 
 
Mr. Straub asked if the curb cuts on Orange Street had been corrected.  Mr. Ruane stated that 
the curb cuts were ones that were done under an older ordinance.  The property owner was 
installing new sidewalks and driveways.   
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Committee Reports 
Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee has worked on the department budgets.  They will 
meet on October 20th to discuss the income side of the 2005 budget.   

 
Mr. Straub asked about a letter that has been received from PennVest.  Mr. Wolfe 
explained that the letter indicates that because the Borough had a net loss of $19,000 in 
2003, PennVest’s auditors have noted a statement of adverse conditions and are concerned 
that the Borough will be unable to meet its payments for 2004 and 2005.  They are 
requesting that the Borough provide a response, explaining the plans for making these 
payments.  Mr. Wolfe explained that one reason the Borough had a problem balancing the 
budget is because the final payment from DCNR for the Pineknotter Park grant has not yet 
been received.  The Borough has always made the monthly payments to PennVest as 
scheduled.  A letter will be submitted to PennVest as requested.  Mr. Wolfe said that as of 
the end of September, the budget is on the “plus side” by approximately $7,000.  He 
added that it would be nice to have a contingency fund, but that would mean raising taxes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to donate $250 to the Halloween Parade Committee, as budgeted.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council should determine the amount the fire companies could 
request without providing a certified audit to the Borough.  The money that was raised 
through the fire tax has been deposited in a separate bank account.  The amount deposited 
was $18,490.93.  

 
Personnel  

Until the Personnel Committee decides upon the new hire, council discussed hiring a 
temporary worker through a temp agency.  Mrs. Groninger moved to hire a temporary 
worker as needed, up to 38 hours per week, for the street department.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Property 

Mr. Wolfe moved to rebid the Second Street School roof.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion. Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
Mr. Straub moved to sell the photo equipment from the police lab at the equipment 
auction the end of October.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Straub stated that the used trailer owned by the Borough should be sold.  He 
understands that an offer of $500 has been made.  Mr. Martin advised that the trailer 
should be put out for bid.  Mrs. Groninger moved to advertise the trailer for bid.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Public Safety 

Mr. Ditton stated that he was pleased with the attendance at the September 28th meeting. 
Topics discussed at the meeting were: 

1. Dangerous intersections throughout the Borough.  The Code Office is to review 
the list and make recommendations. 
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2. Stop signs should be placed along Westway.  Now that the road has been 

improved, more traffic has been traveling on it.  Mrs. Groninger commented that 
the large trucks would ruin the street if they were permitted to use it.  Mr. Ditton 
suggested that “no truck traffic” sign could be erected.   

 
3. The suggestion was made to make Seventh Street, from Duke Street to Westway, a 

one-way street.  Discussion.  Chief Fink stated that this intersection has been the 
site of several accidents because motorists have difficulty seeing the traffic 
traveling south on Route 147 due to the curve in the road.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved that Seventh Street be made a one-way street from  Duke 
Street to West Way, north to south.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – all ayes.  Mr. Martin will prepare an ordinance to this effect. 

 
Mr. Jim Troup stated that it is difficult to see traffic coming up Strawbridge Road at the 
intersection of Fifth and Strawbridge due to a large rock and shrubbery.  Mr. Ditton 
requested that the code officer check the intersection. 

 
Bucknell Traffic Study 
The Safety Committee questioned the status of the Duke Street study.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that Chief Redington retired and Mr. Bowersox passed away.  Steve Mertz was the third 
Borough representative on the committee.  It was explained that the committee was to 
meet with an engineering professor from Bucknell to determine the best way to improve 
the safety on Duke Street.  Ana Barlow volunteered to serve on the committee.   Mr. 
Wolfe asked Chief Fink to represent the Borough on the committee.   

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Tim Fink, Ana Barlow, and Steve Mertz to the committee.  
Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Chief Fink is to contact the 
other members of the committee and schedule a meeting. 

 
Mr. Ditton noted that the Number 1 Fire Department pumped out 13 basements during the 
flood.  He commended the firemen for their service to the residents. 

 
Mr. Ditton announced that the Number 1’s received a grant for a thermal imaging camera.   

 
At the Public Safety Committee, Mr. Fisher requested that the Borough Crew members 
receive CPR training.  The committee learned that the crew could receive training when 
the fire departments offer it for their members. 

 
Mr. Ditton stated that the 2nd Assistant Fire Chief position is still vacant. 

 
Mr. Ditton informed the council that there was a discussion among the firemen in 
attendance at the Public Safety meeting concerning an incident.  It will be handled by the 
Fire Board, unless they request council involvement. 
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Mr. Ditton stated that “jake brakes” or retarder brakes are in the news.  He would like to 
see the Borough adopt an ordinance restricting their use within the Borough limits.  Mr. 
Wolfe recommended that the council begin the process.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to have an ordinance written that would eliminate the use of brake 
retarders in the Borough.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Mr. Martin will prepare an ordinance for the November 6th meeting. 

 
 

Mr. Ditton announced that the next Public Safety meeting would be held on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

 
DCNR will conduct the final inspection of Pineknotter Park on November 18th at 9:00 
a.m.  Mr. Ditton invited the council to attend. 

 
Fire Board 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to appoint Ted Koppen to the Fire Board as a representative 
from the Hookies.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Troup stated that 
Mr. Koppen lives in the Borough, is married, and works for a radio station.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 

 
Mr. Troup stated that the officers from the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company 
asked why Dave Bogovich wasn’t voted on for the Fire Board.  Mr. Troup stated that if 
the reason was because he is not a resident of the Borough, another member of the Fire 
Board, Mike McPherson lives in the township. Mr. Wolfe stated that there was a 
discussion of a possible conflict of interest due to his business.   

 
Road Signs 
Jimmy Neitz, Point Township Supervisor, spoke to the Borough Secretary, and requested 
that the council give approval for the township to erect road signs at private roads that 
intersect with the Old Danville Highway.  The signs would be posted in Borough; 
however, they are for roads that lead to homes in the township.  One sign is for Fasold 
Road and the other is for a road located next to Gene Kistner’s residence on the Old 
Danville Highway.  Mr. Neitz stated that the Township would like to erect the signs to 
help emergency vehicles locate these residences in case of an emergency and for the 911 
system.  Mr. Ditton asked if the signs meet Borough standards.  Mr. Neitz had stated that 
the township had purchased green signs for township-owned roads and blue signs for 
privately owned roads.    

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to allow Point Township to erect whatever signs are necessary that go 
into a Point Township road, whether the road is public or private.  Mrs. Long seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton stated that the signs should meet the Borough’s standards 
for signs and if the Borough does not have a standard, then they must wait until one is 
adopted.  Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call vote.  Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. 
Groninger, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 5-1. 
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Streets     
Mr. Troxell has received information about the pump that is located in the pit at the VFW 
building.  The pump is necessary to pump sewage from the building to the Sewer Plant.  
Mr. Troxell stated that the old pump had been taken to Wagner’s and the cost to repair it 
would be $2,997.  The cost for a new pump is $1,895 plus $200 for an additional part for a 
total cost of about $2,095.  Mr. Troxell stated that because of the cost difference he 
purchased the new pump.  Mr. Wolfe explained that since the cost was less than $4,000, 
the Borough is not required to obtain additional quotes.  Mr. Troxell added that Wagner’s 
had time involved evaluating the old pump so he did not feel it would be fair to take the 
business elsewhere.  Mr. Ditton asked if the pump was damaged during the flood.  Mr. 
Troxell stated that it was removed before the flood occurred.   

 
Mr. Ditton stated that any resident with flood damage should report the damage to the 
Borough Office. 

 
Mr. Troxell stated that the crew built a leaf box for the new truck.  Mr. Straub added that 
by using the new truck for leaf pick-up, a portion of the cost of the new truck may be 
reimbursable through a recycling grant. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the situation in the Branchview development with PPL has been 
resolved.  

 
Ms. Lark stated Orange Street is to be in usable order by October 27th for the Halloween 
Parade.  If not, the parade will be re-routed.  Ms. Lark will inform the Borough Office by 
October 22 if the street will not be completed in time. 

 
The Street Committee will meet on October 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Mayor Brosius stated that several residents in the downtown area have requested parking 
permits.  The Street Committee will discuss the topic. 

 
Old Business  
Mr. Wolfe tabled the reading of Ordinances 2004-2 and 2004-3 until the November meeting.  

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Troxell moved to approve the minutes of the August 3, 2004 and September 7, 2004 

council meetings.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked if Mr. 
Martin checked about unopened alleys, or fire lanes, in the Borough.  Mr. Martin stated 
that many of the original maps are in poor condition in the courthouse basement.  He 
added that the unopened lanes are not taxed because property owners have not claimed 
them.  Property owners who filed quiet title would be paying tax on the land.  Mr. Troxell 
stated that the unopened lanes enable property owners to access their backyards.  Mr. 
Wolfe added that it would be best to let the issue go.  Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Ruane if he 
had viewed the property that Mrs. McClosky had complained about.  Mr. Ruane stated 
that he has not been there yet, but will do so.  Roll call vote to approve the minutes – All 
ayes. 
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2. Mr. Troxell moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion. 
• Mr. Ditton asked if the water line at the recycling building has been repaired.  Mr. 

Troxell stated that he heard from the water company yesterday that approval has been 
given to cut off the big line and cap it outside the building.  He will then run a ¾ inch 
line from the cap into the building.   

• Mr. Straub stated that he did not believe the Borough was to be charged for the Grant 
Services through the Borough’s Association.  He requested that the office contact the 
PSAB to question the fee.   

Mr. Troxell amended his motion to exclude this bill.  Mrs. Long amended her second.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $29,007.51; Liquid 
Fuels bills total $2,160.00; and Liberty Pool bills total $4,498.57. 
 

3. Mr. Wolfe explained that a resolution is required to open a new bank account at SUN 
Bank (Omega Bank).  Mr. Ditton moved to approve opening the account which is for the 
Fire Fund.  Bryan Wolfe, Charles Ditton, Jane Sanders-Ressler, and Janice Bowman are 
the authorized signers for the account.  Two signatures are required on all checks.  Mrs. 
Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mrs. Long moved to set October 30, 2004 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. as Trick or Treat night 

in the Borough.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
5. Mr. Wolfe stated that Mrs. Mabel Vanatta has requested a handicap parking space for in 

front of her residence at 319 Third Street.  Mr. Wolfe provided some background on 
handicapped parking spaces.  At one time, many handicapped spaces were created in the 
Borough.  Quite often, residents did not contact the office when the handicapped space 
was no longer needed.  Mrs. Groninger stated that in the past, the council has provided 
handicapped parking for people who truly have had a need.  But now they seldom use the 
parking space.  Mrs. Groninger also mentioned a u-haul trailer that has been parked for 
four weeks in a handicapped space on Queen Street.  Mr. Ruane stated that the tenant is in 
the process of moving out of the area.  The Borough is not required to provide 
handicapped parking spaces and currently does not have a policy concerning handicapped 
spaces.  Mr. Troxell suggested that all the handicapped signs should be pulled or one sign 
should be erected in every half block.  Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone wished to entertain a 
motion to create a handicapped parking space at 319 Third Street.  No motion was offered. 

 
6. A request has been received from the Trinity United Methodist Church for permission to 

post a banner along Duke Street, announcing the church’s bazaar.  Mrs. Long moved to 
approve the request.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
7. Correspondence was received from PennDOT concerning signs and banners across state 

highways.  Permits to place banners across state highways will only be issued if the 
municipality passes a resolution.  By adopting the resolution, the municipality would 
assume full responsibility for erecting, maintaining and removing the device and all 
liability for damages occurred due to any act of omission associated with the sign or 
banner.  No motion was made to adopt the resolution. 

 
8. Mr. Wolfe stated that with the death of Mr. Jim Groninger, the community has lost a good 

friend who served the Borough in many capacities over the years.  Mr. Groninger was the 
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Borough’s representative to the Penn Valley Airport Authority at the time of his death.  
Mr. Wolfe requested that anyone interested in becoming the Borough’s representative 
should contact the Borough office. 

 
9. Mr. Straub requested permission to attend a seminar at Country Cupboards on November 

3rd.  The cost for the seminar is $35.  Mr. Wolfe approved the request. 
 
10. Until Liberty Splashland receives the reimbursement from the Degenstein Foundation for 

payroll expenses, the Borough Secretary requested permission to transfer $4,800 from the 
Parks and Recreation account and also apply to the Joseph Anselmo Sr. Trust for funding 
toward operating expenses.   

 
Mrs. Groninger moved to transfer the $4,800 from the Parks and Recreation account to the 
Liberty Pool account and to apply for funding from the Joseph Anselmo Sr. Trust.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.    

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the next Borough Council meeting would be on Monday, 
November 1, 2004 due to November 2nd being Election Day. 

 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to adjourn. 

 
Mr. Steve Cimino requested time to speak.  He was not present at the beginning of the 
meeting so Mr. Wolfe agreed that he could speak.  Mr. Cimino stated that he believes the 
council has a double standard for appointing members to the Fire Board.  The council did not 
appoint Dave Bogovich to the Fire Board and Mr. Cimino stated that he doesn’t think that it 
should matter what someone does for a living when he is a volunteer.  Mayor Brosius stated 
that the Emergency Services Task Force is in the process of reviewing the current structure of 
the Fire Board.  It was mentioned that the members to the Task Force from the Number 1’s 
were not present at the last meeting.  They were present at the Public Safety meeting the 
following night and explained that they had forgotten about the Task Force meeting.  The 
Borough Secretary stated that, in the future, notices would be sent to each member of the Task 
Force to remind them of the meetings.  

 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 8:47 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 

Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street 
Northumberland, Pennsylvania 17857 

November 1, 2004 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Noelle Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen Brosius, Mayor; Robin 
Martin, Solicitor, Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary.  Council member Judy Groninger was absent. 
 
The twelve visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

• Mr. Adam Troxell requested that the council consider selling the Second Street School 
building.  He thinks that the building will be too costly to maintain.  

• A comment was offered about a street light that was reported to be out.  The Borough 
office calls PPL about any lights that are reported out; but it takes up to three weeks 
for PPL to respond.  

• Mr. Jim Troup explained that a culvert pipe is located on the vacant lot, next to Mr. 
Troup’s property.  The lot is owned by Branchview Development.  Mr. Troup stated 
that contractors are dumping fill over the pipe and that some of the fill is blocking the 
end of the pipe, causing the water to back up instead of going into a creek located at 
the back of the property.  Mr. Troxell stated that he will check out the situation. 

• Mrs. Shirley McCloskey stated that she and other residents received a letter regarding 
a zoning hearing for the Tamecki’s.  She stated that the letter informed the residents 
that a 10-foot addition was to be constructed on the property.  Atty. Eugene Brosius, 
solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board, stated that the letter indicated that the addition 
would exceed the lot coverage percentage as stipulated in the Borough Code.  Mr. 
Wolfe informed Mrs. McCloskey that the council has no authority to overrule action 
taken by the Zoning Hearing Board.  The Zoning Board meets the last Tuesday of the 
month.   

 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced an Executive Session at 7:05 p.m. to discuss pending litigation.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:07 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the issue did not require any 
action at this time. 
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Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius thanked Mr. Rees and students from the Northumberland Christian School, 
and Judyann Schmidt for helping to fold and label the fall newsletters.   
 
Mayor Brosius announced that volunteers are welcome to help check the Christmas lights on 
November 6th at 10:00 a.m. at the Borough garage. 
 
Anyone interested in helping to plant bulbs should contact the Mayor. 
 
The police report for October has been distributed to the council members.  Chief Fink will be 
having surgery soon to repair a torn tendon.  During his recovery, a part time officer will be 
covering the street duty. 
 
During leaf pickup, cars will be ticketed from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark announced that the construction work on Orange Street has been completed.  
The authority is currently doing clean-up work on the residential properties along the street.  
The authority plans to work on Eighth Street next year. 
 
Code Office Report 
No report was given because Paul Ruane is on vacation.   
 
Committee Reports 
Finance 

The Finance Committee will meet to finalize the budget on November 17that 6:30 p.m.   Mr. 
Wolfe stated that he expects the budget to be balanced without a tax increase. 

 
Personnel  

The Personnel Committee will be conducting interviews on November 8th for the position 
with the street crew. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to request that the Civil Service Commission start the process to obtain a 
new eligibility list for a part-time police officer.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
  

Property 
Mr. Straub announced that DCNR will be inspecting Pineknotter Park on November 18th at 
9:00 a.m.  After that inspection, the DCNR representatives will tour the Second Street 
property to see if the Borough may qualify for grant money for Second Street. 
 
Mr. Troxell read excerpts from the April council meeting minutes, the council had voted to 
move on the sale of the Second Street property if the funding is not received by September.  
In May, the council voted to overturn that vote.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council is going 
into the fifth year to decide what to do with the building and the building is still vacant.  He 
questioned how long the council should be willing to wait to obtain funding and asked now 
the funding will be obtained.  Mayor Brosius stated that an application for grant funding 
was recently delivered to Representative Phillips.  Mr. Straub added that the amount 
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requested was approximately $750,000.  Mr. Troxell stated that according to the April 
minutes, Representative Phillips was optimistic that this grant funding is the same as the 
funding for the Sunbury Amphitheater.  Sunbury is receiving that money, but the request for 
funding for Second Street was not included.  Mayor Brosius replied that Sunbury is 
receiving an additional million dollars.  Mr. Troxell stated that the taxpayers would not be 
in favor of raising taxes to pay for the building.  Mayor Brosius stated that a questionnaire 
was included in one of the newsletters, and 16 responses were received, eight for and eight 
against the renovation of the building.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the question was about what 
should be done with the building, not if the public was in favor of raising taxes for the 
building.  The building was purchased in 2000. 
 

Public Safety 
   Mr. Ditton stated that few people attended the last Public Safety meeting.  No action was 

taken.   
 

He added that he received the Fire Board’s recommendations for Fire Chief Board this 
evening.  He will take them to the next Public Safety Committee for action and will make a 
recommendation at the next council meeting.   
 
Mayor Brosius asked if the Borough has received all the minutes from the Fire Board 
meetings.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he has received a copy of the minutes from the last 
meeting.  Mayor Brosius asked when the Fire Board will next meet.  Mr. Troup stated that 
the meeting would be after the Fire Relief Association meeting next Wednesday. 
 
Mr. Wolfe informed the council that the Emergency Services Task Force had a positive 
discussion last week with a representative from DCED.  The committee toured the two fire 
departments and had an informative meeting.  He feels that the committee will have some 
recommendations for the council next spring. 
 
Mr. Troup stated that the letters of recommendation for chief are to be acted on by the 
Borough Council, not Public Safety.  Mr. Ditton stated that he just received them this 
evening.   Mr. Wolfe informed him that the council would act on the recommendations at 
the December 7th meeting.  He also stated that the council would conduct two council 
meetings in November and December instead of having one meeting and one work session 
in each month. 
 
Ordinance 

Mr. Rees reviewed the minutes from the Ordinance Committee meeting which was   held 
on October 28th.   

 
The committee reviewed section 58 of the Borough Code, Vehicle and Traffic, and is 
recommending several changes: 

1. The code does not restrict metered parking on Saturdays; the meters currently read 
that metered parking is in effect from Monday to Saturday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Friday until 9 p.m.  The times should be changed to Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  

2. Sections 58-5 and 58-8 should be revised because pennies and nickels are the only 
coins allowed to be deposited in a parking meter.  The committee recommended 
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that the code states that only US Legal Tender is acceptable.  Section 58-5 also has 
incorrect permitted parking times per coin.  The correct times are thirty minutes of 
parking for one nickel, one hour of parking for one dime, and two hours of parking 
per one quarter. 

3. Section 58-28A makes it illegal to park on certain streets between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m.  
This section should be removed.   

4. Section 58-27A establishes “Milton Road”.  This section should be revised from 
“Milton Road” to “Duke Street”.  This is the section of “Duke Street” between 
Seventh and Eighth Streets, behind W & S Distributors. 

 
Mr. Rees moved to make the aforementioned changes.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
The committee discussed issuing parking permits.  Suggestions mentioned were to 
provide a limited number of parking permits per block, on a first-come, first-serve basis.  
A $30/ month fee was suggested.  Two private lots are available for off-street parking.  
Mr. Wolfe suggested more information should be obtained before action is taken.   
 
Mr. Rees explained that Mr. Straub obtained a copy of Camp Hill’s ordinance relating to 
truck parking in the Borough.  The Borough’s current ordinance is unenforceable 
because signs must be posted on every street.  The new ordinance would require posting 
21 signs on the main streets, prohibiting trucks on Borough streets, except for Local 
Delivery.   
 
Mr. Rees moved to direct Atty. Martin to draft an Ordinance.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  The gross weight of a vehicle is to be included on the sign.  A 
gross weight limit of 10,000 pounds was discussed.  This is to address commercial 
vehicles; school buses would be exempt.  The suggestion was made to provide 
alternative locations for parking large vehicles.  Mr. Rees will work with Atty. Martin to 
establish the terms.  Roll call vote to initiate the ordinance – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Rees moved to draft an ordinance regulating adult entertainment in the Borough.   
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The ordinance would not totally ban adult 
entertainment, but would prohibit businesses with over 50% of their business considered 
adult entertainment, to operate within 1,000 feet of churches, residences, and schools.  
Mr. Rees will provide Atty. Martin with a sample ordinance.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius mentioned that more people are parking on their front lawns.  Mr. Martin 
stated that the ordinance is not well-defined.  Mr. Rees stated that the committee would 
be meeting on November 18th. 
 
Streets      
Mr. Troxell stated that a request was made by Linda Dubendorf, owner of the Flower 
Basket, for a loading zone in front of their business.  The meter at this location has been 
stolen.  Mr. Martin advised that the council should establish some criteria before 
approving the request.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the topic until the November 16th meeting.   
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Old Business  
1. Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2004-2 which establishes the 

minimum required width of newly constructed streets, including the cartway, berms, 
rolled curbing and establishes construction requirements for the same.  Mr. Troxell moved 
to adopt Ordinance 2004-2.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2004-3.  This ordinance renames 

streets formerly identified as Penn Street, Orange Street, and U.S. Route 11 to be known 
as Westway, Cannery Road, and Point Township Drive.  Mr. Straub moved to adopt 
Ordinance 2004-3.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. 
Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Ditton and Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion 
passed 4-2. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2004-4.  This ordinance prohibits the 

use of brake retarders, “jake brakes” or similar devices by truck operators within the 
Borough limits.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2004-4.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Chief Fink stated that the police were concerned that a truck may 
require the brake retarders to slow down.  However, a sign informing motorists that the 
speed limit is 25 miles per hour ahead, should give the truck drivers adequate notice to 
slow the vehicle before entering the Borough.  Ana Barlow suggested a flashing light be 
installed at the speed limit signs.  Mr. Wolfe replied that PennDOT would need to approve 
the addition of flashing lights and that the Street Committee should discuss that option.  
Emergency vehicles are to be exempt from this ordinance.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2004-5.  This ordinance establishes 

Seventh Street from Duke Street to Westway as a one-way street, permitting traffic flow 
in a southerly direction only.  Mr. Troxell so moved.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Penn Valley Airport Authority – Two residents have volunteered to serve as the 

Borough’s representative to the Authority, Richard Hoffman and Robert Stahl.  The 
vacancy on the Authority exists because of the death of Mr. James Groninger.  The Penn 
Valley Airport Authority has written a letter to the Borough recommending that Richard 
Hoffman be appointed.  Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Mr. Hoffman to the Penn Valley 
Airport Authority for the remainder of Mr. Groninger’s term which ends December 31, 
2004 and a re-appointment for the next five-year term of office.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6. Mr. Ditton asked if any information has been received regarding the letter from the 

Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency concerning an application for Federal Low-
Income Rental Housing Tax Credits for the Priestley Place project.  The Borough 
Secretary informed him that she spoke with a representative of the Pennsylvania Housing 
Finance Agency who stated that the application is for residents age 62 and older.  He 
added that if the project is funded as an elderly development, they expect the occupancy to 
be as stated.  Residents on Priestley Avenue will be informed of the proposed plans during 
the Zoning Hearing Board process.  
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New Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. 
Long asked if information has been received from the Borough’s Association 
regarding the bill for the grant writer.  The Borough’s Association has been contacted; 
however, they have not provided a response as of yet.  Mr. Ditton asked about the bills 
for the solicitor of the Zoning Hearing Board.  Each application for a Zoning Hearing 
is accompanied with a $375 fee to help defray the costs of the hearing.  In addition to 
the solicitor’s fee, the Borough pays for the advertising, a court reporter, and the 
mailing costs for letters to the surrounding residents.  Mr. Ditton asked about the cost 
for the detailing for the police vehicles.  This was done before the Halloween Parade.  
Mr. Troxell suggested that the police check with the detail shop on 147.  Mr. Ditton 
asked about the bill for concrete.  It was for the curbing.  Roll call vote to pay the bills 
– All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $30,480.03; Liberty Pool bills 
total $70.49; Parking Meter account bills total $189.35; and Liquid Fuels bills total 
$2,618.87. 

 
2. Resolution C-2004 - The Borough Secretary explained that during a recent audit, the 

auditor informed her that the Borough Council should adopt a resolution each year that 
the member contribution to the police pension fund is different than the required 
member contribution of 5% stated in the ordinance establishing the fund.  The police 
have been contributing 1.5% for a number of years because the fund was adequately 
funded.  Mr. Troxell moved to adopt Resolution C-2004.  Mrs. Long seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe reminded those present that Election Day is Tuesday, November 2nd from 

7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Mr. Straub added that provisional ballots are available in 
Pennsylvania.  The ballots are counted and then checked at the courthouse for 
legitimacy. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
Council Meeting 

221 Second Street 
Northumberland, Pennsylvania 17857 

November 16, 2004 
 

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen 
Brosius, Mayor; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Nate Fisher, 
Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
The six visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Richard Ray asked if a committee has been set up to develop criteria for permitting 
handicapped parking spaces.  Mr. Rees replied that the Ordinance Committee would be 
reviewing the issue at their meeting on Thursday, November 18, at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Martin 
added that the Borough is not legally obligated to provide handicapped parking spaces. 
 
Mr. Robin Bolig asked about the status of ordinance prohibiting retarder brakes.  Mr. Wolfe 
replied that the second reading of that ordinance would be on December 6th.   
 
Mr. Bolig also commented about a tractor trailer driver who destroyed a sign.  He stated that 
the officer permitted him to leave.  Mrs. Groninger stated that when a citizen goes to the 
trouble of reporting an incident such as this, the driver should be ticketed and required to pay 
restitution for the sign.  
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced an Executive Session at 7:13 p.m. to discuss pending litigation and 
personnel.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:44 p.m. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Gretchen Brosius reported that the Revitalization Committee is planning for Santa’s 
arrival in the park on November 29th.  The Sunbury City Band will begin playing at 6:30, and 
Santa arrives at 7:00 p.m.  Volunteers are being sought to help finish the decorating on 
November 27 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The committee would like to sell the old Christmas decorations and use the proceeds of the 
sale for repairing and adding new decorations.   
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Mr. Wolfe made a motion to give the Revitalization Committee the authority to sell the 
unused decorations and to use the proceeds for repairs or to buy new ones.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that the Revitalization Committee has begun to recognize area homes 
and businesses for their renovations and additions, thereby improving our community.  For 
the month of October, the home of Michael and Elizabeth Boyer of 500 Orange Street and the 
Cadillac Car Wash, owned by Ralph and Kellie Cianflone at the corner of Fourth and Duke 
Streets were chosen.  The Committee recognized the home of Melanie and Ray Rogers at 255 
Fourth Street and Haubert Homes on Route 11 for the month of November.  Certificates of 
appreciation will be awarded to each honoree. 
 
Suggestions for Christmas presents were offered.  The Revitalization Committee is selling 
Jeffrey Lynch’s print of the Front Street Station to raise funds for community improvements.  
The Borough website, www.northumberlandborough.com, has items from the Pineknotter 
Store for sale.  Anyone interested in purchasing any of these items should contact the 
Borough Office. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the Anselmo Trust for funds received for Santa in the Park and for 
children activities planned for History Day.  A thank-you note has been forwarded to the 
Trust. 
 
Bud Ditton, Gene and Eric Brosius were thanked by the Mayor for helping to replace the light 
bulbs in the Christmas decorations.  She also thanked the Borough crew for their help with the 
decorating.   
 
Students from the Northumberland Christian School volunteered their services to rake leaves 
in town for those who are unable to do so.  Mayor Brosius thanked them for providing this 
service. 
 
Sewer Authority 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that the Pennsylvania American Water Company will be 
visiting the Sewer Plant to review the plant’s I & I report and other documentation that was 
too large to be copied, such as maps of the sewer lines.   
 
Code Office Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane provided the October report to the council.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 
Borough ordinance requires that when constructing a driveway, the curb must be removed and 
replaced.  Mr. Ruane stated that there is now a special machine that can make neat cuts to 
reduce the curb size.  The Ordinance Committee will consider changing the ordinance to 
permit the use of this machine.   The Code Enforcement Office report is on file in the 
Borough Office. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher reported that the stop sign located at Duke Street and Church Avenue has 
been knocked over several times recently by tractor trailer trucks leaving the Keystone 
Forging Company.  Each time the street crew must install a temporary sign until PennDOT 
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can replace the permanent one.  Council suggested that the police complete a report and the 
driver be charged for the damage and crew’s time. 
 
The crew is continuing to pick up leaves throughout town. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested that the flag at Pineknotter Park be taken down because it does not have 
a light shining on it. 
 
Committee Reports 

Finance 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee would meet tomorrow, November 18th, 
to finalize the 2005 Budget. 

 
Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger informed the council that the Personnel Committee, Don Troxell, and 
Nate Fisher met on November 8th to interview applicants for the position with the street 
department.  The committee is recommending that the council wait until January to hire a 
new employee.  Letters are to be sent to the six applicants who were interviewed, 
informing them of this decision. 
 
Property 
Mr. Straub stated that the Second Street building will be inspected by a representative 
from DCNR after the inspection of the ball field at Pineknotter Park. 
 
Mr. Ditton added that the Pineknotter Park inspection would be on Thursday, November 
18, at 9:00 a.m. and invited anyone who is free to be present.  Rep. Phillips has been 
invited, but will be unable to attend because the House is in session.  Larson Design 
Group will be represented. 
 
Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton informed the council that a memo was received from the Fire Board 
concerning a Special Meeting that was held on November 1st by the Fire Board.  Mr. 
Ditton asked if the meeting was advertised.  It had not been advertised.  According to Mr. 
Troup the meeting date is in the bylaws of the Fire Board.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 
meeting needs to be advertised in order to make it an official meeting.   
 
Mr. Ditton asked why the Hookies had not attended Fire Board meetings for six months 
prior to this meeting.  Mr. Troup stated that it was not the Hookies who didn’t attend.  Mr. 
Ditton replied that the Number 1’s had tried to get one of their members approved as an 
assistant fire chief, but weren’t successful because there was not a quorum at the 
meetings.   
 
Mr. Ditton read from the memo that the credentials for Mr. Stettler will be presented to 
the Fire Board at the next meeting.  He asked if there had been another meeting since this 
memo.  Mr. Ted Koppen replied that the Fire Board had requested that the credentials be 
presented, but they were willing to approve the appointment because the letter from the 
company stated that the credentials were met.  Mr. Koppen added that the Fire Board 
Secretary now has a copy of Mr. Stettler’s credentials.   
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Mr. Ditton asked how many members would be on the Fire Board from the Hookies if the 
recommendations are approved.  Five members would be from the Hookies, and four 
would be from the Number 1’s.  Mr. Ditton stated that he cannot recommend the approval, 
but he would make a motion to put it up for a vote.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved that Brian Crebs be appointed Fire Chief, Josh Newbury be appointed 
1st Assistant Fire Chief, and Karl Stettler be appointed 2nd Assistant Fire Chief.  Mr. 
Wolfe seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe added that the structure of the Fire Board has 
always been that one company has one more member than the other.  Discussion.  Mayor 
Brosius asked why a 2nd Assistant Fire Chief is needed now when throughout the year 
members from the Hookies had stated that a 2nd Assistant Fire Chief was not needed.  Mr. 
Troup replied that the person the Number 1’s wanted to put in as a 2nd Assistant did not 
want the position.  Mr. Troup also stated that the problems with the Fire Board stem from 
the council.   
 
Mr. Koppen, President of the Fire Board, informed the council that at the October 
meeting, the new members were presented to the Fire Board.  An election of officers was 
held and Mr. Koppen was elected President.  The credentials for the fire chiefs were 
discussed.  The Fire Board unanimously agreed that Brian Crebs should be Fire Chief, 
Josh Newbury should be 1st Assistant, and Karl Stettler should be 2nd Assistant.  Mr. 
Crebs and Mr. Newbury’s credentials were already on file with the Fire Board.  The 
Hookies had received the credentials for Mr. Stettler and the Fire Board accepted a letter 
from the company that the credentials were in order, with the request that the credentials 
be presented to the Fire Board at the next meeting.  Mr. Koppen added that all in 
attendance at the meeting agreed with these appointments. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Emergency Services Task Force is reviewing the current 
organization and that everyone he has talked to is in favor of the Task Force conducting 
this study.  Until the Task Force makes some recommendations, the Fire Board has been 
asked to continue under the current Borough Code.  Mr. Wolfe feels that a vote should be 
taken on the nominations for the Fire Chief.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the last minutes 
she has received are of the Fire Board’s October meeting.  The minutes for the November 
1st meeting were just presented to Mr. Wolfe.  Mrs. Groninger read from the minutes that 
the Fire Board voted unanimously for these nominees.  Therefore, the only problem is that 
this meeting was unadvertised.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the Fire Board meetings were 
advertised at the beginning of the year, with the rest of the Borough meetings.  They had 
been advertised as the second Wednesday of each month.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the 
special meetings must be advertised.  Mr. Martin advised that the Fire Board could 
conduct a special meeting which must be advertised.  Mr. Wolfe added that the Borough 
office would submit the ad to the newspaper if the Fire Board provides the information.  
The Fire Board could also vote at its regularly scheduled meeting on December 8th.  This 
meeting was advertised at the beginning of the year.  If the Fire Board does not have a 
quorum at that meeting, they could schedule a special meeting before the Borough 
Council meeting on December 21st.  The vote for the fire chiefs was tabled. 
    

Ordinance 
Mr. Rees stated that the committee will meet on Thursday, November 18th, at 7:00 p.m. 
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Streets – no report      

 
Old Business  
1. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2004-6.  This ordinance changes the hours 

for metered parking; revises the stipulation that pennies or nickels be deposited in a parking 
meter to state that only “U.S. Legal Tender” is acceptable; changes the time limits per coin.  
This ordinance also eliminates the section in the Borough Code that precludes parking on 
Front Street, Duke Street, King Street from Front Street to the bridge over the north branch 
of the Susquehanna River, and Water Street from King Street to the underpass at the Penn 
Central Railroad from 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  This section is no longer valid since parking 
is prohibited at all times on most of these streets, and parking on Front Street is addressed 
in another section of the Borough Code.  The ordinance also eliminates reference to 
“Milton Road” and replaces it with Duke Street.  This section of Duke Street extends from 
Seventh Street to Eighth Street and has been known as Duke Street.  Mr. Rees moved to 
adopt Ordinance 2004-6.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. The first reading of Ordinance 2004-7 was tabled because not everyone had received a 

copy of the ordinance. 
 
3. Mr. Troxell moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-8.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  This 

ordinance defines adult entertainment businesses and limits them to a specified zoning 
district.  Mr. Martin advised that if adopted, a Zoning Hearing would be required in order 
to designate that adult entertainment establishments be located in the Highway Commercial 
District of the Borough.  Other restrictions are also included in the ordinance which Mr. 
Martin stated was based upon an ordinance from Seattle.  Roll call vote to adopt the first 
reading of Ordinance 2004-8 was conducted. All council members approved the ordinance.  
Mr. Wolfe suggested that a special meeting could be held at 6:00 p.m. before the January 
council meeting. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt Resolution D-2004.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  

Resolution D-2004 is to accept the turnback of Eighth Street, from Route 147 to Cannery 
Road, and the section of Cannery Road that is in the Borough, from PennDOT.  Point 
Township has requested that the Borough approve this turnback with the offer to enter into 
an agreement with the Borough to provide road maintenance for these streets.  Point 
Township is interested in having Cannery Road turned over to them because they need to 
construct storm sewers because of the developing that is occurring in the township.  The 
agreement between Point Township and the Borough for yearly maintenance will be 
included at the next Borough Council meeting, after Point Township has approved it at 
their Supervisor’s meeting.  Roll call vote to approve Resolution D-2004:  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. 
Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger 
voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2. 

 
5. Mrs. Groninger stated that it has been brought to her attention that businesses are 

displaying banners in the triangle on Front and Water Streets advertising their specials.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that the crew should take the signs down.  PennDOT does not approve of 
signs erected in the right-of-way. 



 6

6. Linda Dubendorf, owner of the Flower Basket, requested that a loading zone be established 
during normal business hours at her business on Queen Street.  Mr. Troxell moved to 
approve the request; Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.   

 
7. Mr. Wolfe noted that the Northumberland Housing Corporation has provided $10,000 to 

the Borough as a one-time contribution.  The money has been deposited in the General 
Contingency Fund and will be transferred to the General Fund as part of the 2005 budget. 

 
New Business 
1. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion. A 

grant has been received for the cost of the taser gun.  Roll call vote to pay the bills – All 
ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $22,128.24; Liberty Pool bills total 
$51.42; and Liquid Fuels bills total $76,859.62. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger noted that a meter is missing close the Flower Basket.  She suggested that 

until the Loading Zone sign is erected, a No Parking bag be placed on the post. 
 
3. Mr. Wolfe moved that the parking meters be covered for the holidays, beginning 

November 29th to January 3, 2005.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the purchase of light bars for the assistant fire chiefs’ 

vehicles.  The money is to be withdrawn from the Fire Fund.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion.  The light bars are to be passed on to new chiefs in the future.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.   

 
5. Mr. Wolfe moved that, until the Public Safety Committee has determined a permanent 

policy, up to $1,000 maximum per year may be taken from the account without a certified 
audit.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6. Mr. Wolfe explained that a request has been received to use funding in the K-9 account 

for the medical bills for the retired police dog.  Mrs. Long so moved.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 
 

Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland Council Meeting  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

December 7, 2004 
  

Call to Order 
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Gretchen Brosius, Mayor; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
The eight visitors present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Mrs. Ellie Shirk commented on the trees that are planted in the downtown area.  She stated 
that berries stick to the car like sap and the trees have an odor.  Because of the sticky 
berries, the residents must wash their cars often.  The berries also lie on the sidewalks and 
get tracked into the homes.   
 
Another complaint the residents have is with the parking meters.  Ms. Shirk stated that they 
have asked for permits and would be willing to pay $5.00.  The meters must be plugged 
every 2 hours.   
 
Mr. Ditton suggested that the tree problem be referred to the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. 
Troxell agreed with Mrs. Shirk that the berries are a nuisance.  Mrs. Groninger stated that 
she and the Mayor have checked the trees in other towns and they all have berries.  Mr. 
Straub suggested asking the Shade Tree Commission to contact Penn State for advice.  Mr. 
Wolfe asked that the Shade Tree commission be contacted to meet with the council.  He 
also stated that the committee should be requested to determine exactly what is required to 
give them “clout”.   
 
The permits for parking meters have been discussed by the Ordinance Committee.  On the 
issue that needs to be determined is whether there is currently sufficient off-street parking 
available.  The Ordinance Committee will meet the fourth Thursday in January.  Mr. Wolfe 
explained that the council needs to determine how many permits should be issued and what 
the cost should be. 
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Ana Barlow asked if Mrs. Shirk and Mrs. Pepper were home owners.  Both ladies own 
their homes.  Ms. Barlow stated that they might have considered the fact that meters were 
present in the neighborhood when they purchased their houses.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the issue will be discussed at the January meeting of the Ordinance 
Committee and the residents are welcome to attend. 
 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt stated that the Task Force has requested that Noelle Long attend 
their next meeting to discuss grants.     
 
Executive Session 
The council met in Executive Session from 7:15 p.m. to 7:25 p.m. to discuss personnel and 
litigation issues.  No action was taken at this time. 
                 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that Chief Fink will be back on full duty the beginning of the year.  
He is in the process of compiling a book to be distributed to each residence in the borough 
regarding drug abuse.   
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Sgt. Kriner and the police department for organizing the annual toy 
drive children, in memory of Chief Marty Concini.      
 
Santa arrived in the King Street Park on November 29th.  The Mayor reported that the 
event was a success. 
    
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark stated that Jack Snyder’s term as a member of the Sewer Authority expires the 
end of the year.  She presented a letter from the Authority requesting that Mr. Snyder be 
reappointed.  Mrs. Groninger moved to reappoint Jack Snyder to the Northumberland 
Sewer Authority.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked about a letter from Merle Phillips regarding a request that he 
received from Montie Peters, a Point Township supervisor, inquiring about forming a joint 
sewer authority between the Borough and the Township.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the 
letter was sent in February and was a courtesy provided by Mr. Phillips office. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked of the progress of the water company’s request for information.  Ms. 
Lark has provided them with the initial information.  The company is now requesting 
additional information, as they review the initial reports provided.  Ms. Lark has not billed 
the water company for her time, but has kept track of the amount of time spent. 
 
Code Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane informed the council that the U.S. Census Bureau is tracking new 
construction in the Borough.   
 
Mr. Ruane’s report for the month of November is on file in the Borough Office. 
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Public Works Supervisor's Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher stated that the street crew will continue to pick up leaves.  The crew 
borrowed Point Township’s leaf picker when the Borough’s leaf picker was inoperable. 
  
Committee Reports 
Finance 

Mr. Wolfe conducted the First Reading of 2005 Budget.  He explained that the 
county has adjusted the assessed value ratio.  This lowers the millage rate by half; 
the dollar amount received by the Borough per mill has doubled.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to pass the 2005 Budget.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Mrs. 
Groninger noted that the budget does not include a contingency fund.  It was stated 
that the council must vote the entire budget up or down.  Roll call vote:   Mrs. 
Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; 
Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
Personnel – no report 
 
Property 

Mr. Straub informed the council that the Borough has received an offer from a local 
business to supply materials for a pavilion to be located at Pineknotter Park, close 
to the parking lot.  The Borough crew would construct the pavilion.  Mr. Straub has 
received approval from DCNR and is waiting to hear from DEP.  Mr. Ditton stated 
that DCNR has suggested that the playground at the park be replaced.  Money is 
available through DCNR for grants for playground equipment, with the next 
funding round to open in October of 2005.   Mr. Straub stated that DCNR has 
suggested that the Borough and Point Township form a partnership for obtaining 
funding to improve the parks in the municipalities.  It would also be advantageous 
to have the Northumberland County Recreation Board’s support.  Mrs. Groninger 
explained that at one time, the Northumberland/ Point Township Recreation 
Commission worked to fund the pool and the playgrounds.  At some point, the 
commission was dissolved.   
Mr. Straub stated that he will update the council once he receives information about 
the funding. 
  

Public Safety   
 Mr. Ditton informed the council that the committee met on November 23rd.   

Mr. Ruane has checked the intersections that were determined by the committee to 
be hazardous.  He will send letters to property owners who may need to remove 
obstructions. 
The EMA coordinator has asked about the procedure to appoint an EMA assistant.  
Research will be done. 
The current Fire Police have volunteered to continue to serve.  Their 
reappointments will be voted on in January.  
The Fire Board meets tomorrow evening. 

 
Ordinance 
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Mr. Rees stated that some typographical errors have been found in the Code Book.  
They will be corrected.   
The committee’s next meeting will be the fourth Thursday in January. 

 
Streets               

Mr. Troxell stated that the street sweeper is being repaired.   
He also informed the council that there is an adequate supply of salt. 
The Streets Committee will not meet tomorrow evening.                        

                                 
 
Old Business 

1.     Mr. Wolfe introduced Ordinance 2004-4.  This is the second reading of the 
ordinance which precludes the use of engine retarders in the Borough limits.  Mr. 
Troxell moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-4.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  PennDOT will be informed of the Borough’s ordinance and 
permission will be requested to erect signs on Routes 147 and 11. 

 
2.   Mr. Troxell moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-5.  This is the second reading of the 

ordinance which establishes Seventh Street from Duke Street to Westway as a one-
way street.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  One-way 
signs and Do Not Enter signs will be erected. 

 
3.   Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-6.  This is the first reading of the 

ordinance which makes changes to Chapter 58 of the Borough Code relating to 
metered parking in the downtown district, omitting section 28A which prohibits 
parking on Front Street between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m., and renaming Milton Street in 
Section 58-27A.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
4.   Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-7.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  

This is the first reading of an ordinance that addresses truck traffic on local streets.  
Mr. Josh Newbury asked why the 10,000 pound limit for trucks is being proposed, 
adding that he would be prohibited from parking his truck at his residence.  He was 
informed that trucks would be permitted on Front Street, where he resides.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 

 
5.   Mr. Wolfe tabled Ordinance 2004-8 in order to provide the council with time to 

review it.  Mr. Rees stated that the ordinance addresses adult entertainment in the 
Borough.   

 
6.   Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the Agreement with Point Township for Eighth Street 

and Cannery Road improvements and the annual turn-back as provided by 
PennDOT.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Point Township has 
requested that PennDOT turn the portion of Cannery Road and Eighth Street over 
to the township because the township would like make improvements above those 
approved by PennDOT.  However, PennDOT will only agree to the Township’s 
request if the Borough agrees to have its portions of Eighth Street and Cannery 
Road turned back to the Borough.  Point Township has agreed to make 
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improvements to the Borough’s portions of the two streets as well as their own.  
The streets will remain under Borough control, with the Township providing the 
maintenance.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Troxell 
voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion passed 
4-3.  

  
New Business 

Requiring Council Approval 
1.     Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the minutes of October 5, and November 1, 

2004.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2.   Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the payment of bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 

motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger amended her motion to include that the light 
bars are the property of the Borough and the serial numbers should be recorded.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $37,719.66 
and the Liberty Pool bills total $7.57. 

  
3.   Mr. Troxell moved to transfer $1,000 from Fire Fund to General Fund to pay for 

the light bars, pending the Fire Chief appointments.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  - Roll call vote – All ayes 

 
4.   Resolution E-2004 designates Borough's agent for applying for Disaster Relief/ 

Emergency Assistance pertaining to "Ivan".  Mr. Wolfe moved that the Borough 
Secretary be appointed the Borough’s agent; Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
5.   Mrs. Groninger requested that the council discuss the possibility of increasing the 

Occupational Privilege Tax, as recently approved by the state legislature.  Mr. 
Wolfe replied that the 2005 budget has been passed without the additional tax 
money.  Mrs. Groninger encouraged the council to think about changing the rates, 
adding that the Borough has no Contingency Fund. 

 
6. Mayor Brosius received an email from Mr. Michael Erb requesting that the 

Borough remove the tree that is in front of his property on Queen Street.  He feels 
that the tree roots are pushing up his sidewalk.  Mr. Ruane stated that the sidewalks 
have passed inspection. 

   
Mayor Brosius stated that it has been a joy to serve with this council. 

 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.   
  
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland Council Meeting  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

December 21, 2004, 7:00 PM 
  

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen 
Brosius; Robin Martin, Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Tim Fink, 
Chief of Police; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
Council member Darvin Straub was absent due to a recent operation.     
 
Seven visitors present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
No comments were offered. 
  
Executive Session 
The council held an Executive session from 7:02 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. to discuss three 
Personnel issues.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the issues would be discussed under the 
Committee Reports. 
 
Code Officer’s Report 
No report 
 
Public Works Supervisor's Report 
No report 
Mr. Ditton asked if the leaf picker has been fixed.  Mr. Fisher replied that it has been. 
Mr. Ditton commented that he was happy to see the crew out on Sunday evening salting 
the streets. 
 
Committee Reports 
      Finance 

Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt the 2005 Budget.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  This is 
the second reading of the budget.  Discussion.  Mayor Brosius asked why the council 
is not including the Occupational Privilege Tax increase, as signed by the Governor.  
She noted that other communities are adopting the increase.  Mr. Wolfe replied that 
the committee had completed the budget before the increase was approved.  Mayor 
Brosius stated that the money could be used for police overtime or streets.  Mrs. 
Groninger added that the money could free up other money so the Borough could 
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have a “rainy day fund”.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the issue could be brought up in a 
committee meeting.  Mr. Martin advised that the vote to adopt the 2005 budget is an 
up or down vote.  Roll call vote.  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and 
Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 5-1. 
 

      Personnel  
Street Crew Position 
Mr. Ditton made a motion to hire Steve Carr as a member of the Borough Street Crew 
effective January 3, 2005 at a salary of $12.15 per hour, with a 90-day probationary 
period.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ditton stated that it is with regrets that the council has received Mr. Martin’s 
resignation as the Borough’s Solicitor.  He moved to hire Richard Shoch as the 
Borough Solicitor for 2005.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.   

             
      Property 

Mrs. Groninger moved to sell the Borough’s old Christmas decorations at a price not 
to exceed $999.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Money received from the sale will 
be used by the Revitalization Committee to purchase new decorations.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 
       
Mr. Wolfe stated that Brian Luden, from the Little League, contacted him.  
Northumberland Acorn Little League has changed their name to the Shikellamy Little 
League.  Their charter has changed the name; however, they cannot change the name 
of the field.  Mr. Wolfe stated that this change was made because Sunbury children 
are now playing in Northumberland.  Mayor Brosius asked why the name was not 
changed to “Northumberland Area Little League”.  Mr. Wolfe replied that Mr. Luden 
had explained that the Borough holds the rights to the field, which will remain 
“Northumberland”.  But the organization, reflecting the inclusion of the Shikellamy 
School District, has decided to rename the charter Shikellamy.  Mrs. Groninger stated 
that she feels the Borough will lose their identity.  Mr. Martin agreed that if the 
organization is private, they may name themselves whatever they want.  Mayor 
Brosius asked if the softball teams and teener league teams are included.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that he does not know what any of the teams are being called.  He was told that 
the charter name has been changed and it was advertised in the newspaper.  Mayor 
Brosius asked how many people voted on the decision.  She stated that the Teener 
League plays at Pineknotter Park.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the Borough has a great 
deal of time and effort in maintaining the fields.  The Borough’s agreement for the 
fields is with the Northumberland Acorn League.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he does not 
know what teams are included.  Tim Fister had been contacted and he had stated that 
Mr. Luden could be present at the council meeting to answer any questions.  Mr. 
Wolfe suggested that the group be contacted again and invited to attend the work 
session on January 18th.  Mr. Wolfe does not know if the names of the teams are 
changing; he was told that Sunbury is now involved and the name of the charter is 
changing.  Mayor Brosius added that students other schools are also involved.  
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Students from the Sunbury Christian School and Northumberland Christian School 
also play Little League.   
 
Public Safety   
Mr. Ditton stated that Public Safety Committee would like to recommend Josh 
Newbury, from the Number 1’s, as 1st Assistant Fire Chief and Karl Stettler, from the 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company, as 2nd Assistant Fire Chief, effective 
January 1, 2005.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ditton announced that there would be no committee meeting next week. 

 
      Ordinance 
      Mr. Rees stated that the committee would not meet next week. 
 

Streets               
No report. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that everyone should have received a list of council meeting dates for 
2005.  He added that the committees would remain the same and that if any of the 
committee meeting dates is to change, the Borough Secretary should be notified so the 
meetings can be advertised. 
                                                        
Old Business 
1.    Ordinance 2004-6.  This is the second reading of Ordinance 2004-6 which changes  

Chapter 58 of the Borough Code relating to metered parking in the downtown district, 
omits section 28A which prohibits parking on Front Street between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m., 
and renames Milton Street in Section 58-27A.  Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 
2004-6.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2.  Ordinance 2004-7.  This is the second reading of Ordinance 2004-7 which addresses 

truck traffic on local streets.  Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-7.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3.  Mr. Troxell moved to adopt Ordinance 2004-8.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  This 

is the second reading of Ordinance 2005-8 which addresses adult entertainment in the 
Borough.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

  
New Business 
Requiring Council Approval 
1.    Mrs. Long moved to approve payment of the bills, including a bill for $350 from Seth 

Cotner for an assault rifle for the police department.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $39,886.99 and 
bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool account total $16.42.    
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2.   Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the Sunbury Community Hospital & Outpatient Center 
Consortium Agreement for random drug testing for the Street Department.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
3.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council will miss Mr. Martin, but can understand his wish to 

spend more time with his family.  Mr. Martin replied that he appreciated the 
opportunity to serve the Borough and “may be back” once his children are grown.   

 
4.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Ditton will attend PennDOT’s meeting about the bypass on 

January 20, 2005 at the Brynwood Room in Lewisburg.  Ana Barlow, a member of 
the Duke Street Traffic Safety Committee, may be available to attend as well.  
 

Mayor’s Comments 
Mayor Brosius read an article from the Town Crier of Geneva.  The article described a 
fight during a city council meeting between the mayor and a city chancellor.  
 
Winter Newsletter 
Mr. Wolfe announced that articles for the Winter Newsletter are due on January 7, 2004.  
Mrs. Groninger suggested increasing the price of the advertising.  Letters with the 
advertising rates have already been sent to businesses. 
 
Adjournment 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland Council Meeting  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

January 4, 2005 
  

Call to Order  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Mayor Gretchen Brosius; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
The nine visitors present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
• Mr. Paul Ruane, Jr. explained to the council that more grant money is available to fire 

companies who have more certified volunteer fire fighters. 
 

A fire company grant for $1,000 is available from Wal-Mart.  The company requires a 
letter from the Borough stating that the Hookies are a volunteer organization.  Mr. 
Ruane requested that the Borough compose the letter to be sent to Wal-Mart so the 
Hookies may apply for the grant funding.  Council approved the request. 

  
• Mrs. Patty Young asked what information the council had about the name of the 

Northumberland Acorn Little League being changed to Shikellamy.  She asked who 
changed the name, and why.  Mayor Brosius stated that she spoke to Tim Fister before 
this evening’s council meeting.  Mr. Fister invited the council to attend the Little 
League meeting on January 9th at 6:00 p.m.  Mrs. Young stated that since the league is 
not run through the school, the name should not be changed.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the 
Little League organization is a private organization that does not receive funding from 
the Borough.  He added that the names of parks in the Borough are not being changed.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that he would contact Brian Luden for additional information.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that while the Borough does not have the money to support the Little 
League as they once did, the Borough crew does assist at the field when needed.  The 
crew has also done much work at Pineknotter Park and this field is also used by Little 
League teams. 

 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session from 7:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to discuss a 
litigation issue. 
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Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius announced that Seamus West has obtained the rank of Eagle Scout and 
congratulated him on his accomplishment. 
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that the Police Department now has a part-time officer 
working several hours a week.   
 
The Mayor requested that the council meet with the Police Department on a regular basis.  
It was determined that this should be at a personnel meeting.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the 
Personnel Committee meet with the police at 6:00 p.m. on January 18th.  The meeting will 
not be open to the public.     
 
Mayor Brosius submitted the following names for approval for Fire Police for a two-year 
term:  Herbert Gottshall, Jr., Captain; Herbert Gottshall, III, Lieutenant; Gary McNeir, 
Sergeant; and Patrolmen Jon Apple, Thomas Cropf, and William Farone.  Mrs. Groninger 
moved to accept the nominees for Fire Police.  Ms. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked why the police report is censored.  Chief Fink replied that he has 
removed names and the amounts of the fines since the Borough does not receive the entire 
amount of the fines.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the Mayor has received any information about the Police survey that 
was submitted to DCED.  The Mayor has not heard anything pertaining to the survey. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked why all the line items on the report are “closed”.  Some of the cases are 
still open.  Chief Fink will check why the report states “closed”, but feels it is a software 
issue.   
 
Sewer Authority’s Report 
Ms. Lark stated that she has no report.  Mr. Ditton asked why the rates are increasing.  Ms. 
Lark replied that the Authority’s expenses have increased.  She added that rates have not 
been increased for seven years and the present increase is 10%. 
 
Code Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane stated that he will provide the council with his report at the January 18th work 
session. 
 
Mr. Ruane informed the council that he has not received a percentage of the insurance 
money from Abrana Marie’s because the insurance company has not yet made a payment 
to the owner of the restaurant.    
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the Borough has insurance money in escrow from the fire at Fifth 
and Wheatley.  Mr. Ruane replied no.  Mr. Ditton stated that the property is for sale. 
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Mrs. Groninger asked if the restaurant is being repaired.  Mr. Ruane replied that the repairs 
are at a standstill.  The owner of the restaurant is opening a new restaurant in the 
Williamsport area.   
 
Public Works Supervisor's Report 
Mr. Fisher stated that PennDOT has informed him that the repairs to Front Street will not 
be done until this summer when the paving is scheduled, which means that Prince Street 
will be closed until then.  Mr. Wolfe stated that this is a safety issue, and if the street is not 
repaired until sometime this summer, the pool will be affected.  Mr. Fisher stated that he 
will contact the maintenance engineer in Montoursville tomorrow.  He has also contacted 
Representative Phillips’s office.  Mr. Fisher stated that PennDOT was informed about the 
problem in August and at that they hot-patched the street.  Mr. Fisher also stated that he is 
concerned about an emergency and an ambulance being delayed because of the street 
closure.  Council discussed options and requested that Mayor Brosius contact Mr. 
Phillips’s office tomorrow. 
  
Committee Reports 
Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the final budget numbers for 2004 include a deficit of 
approximately $58,000.  This is due to not having received the final grant payment 
for Pineknotter Park from the state.  The funding due is approximately $63,400.  
$50,000 of this money is owned to Omega Bank.  The remainder of the grant 
money is included as income in the 2005 budget. 
      
As part of the 2004 budget, the Finance Committee had anticipated borrowing an 
additional $50,000 but this money was not borrowed.   
 
Mr. Troxell moved to transfer funds from the General Contingency Account to the 
General Fund in the amount of $30,000.  $10,000 of this money is the contribution 
to the 2005 budget from the Northumberland Housing Corporation which was 
received in 2004 and placed in the General Contingency Account.  The other 
$20,000 will be repaid to the General Contingency fund once tax money is 
received.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Ms. Lark informed the council that the Sewer Authority will give the Borough 
$25,000 of its donation this week and $25,000 at the end of January.   
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the Borough’s budget in January and February is always 
tight because the Borough does not receive real estate tax money until March.  
 

Personnel – no report 
Mr. Ditton stated that he saw the crew picking up Christmas trees.  Mrs. Groninger 
asked if residents are dropping trees off at the recycling center.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the volunteers at the recycling center had asked him if it is okay for out-of-
town residents to drop off their trees.  Council discussed the fact that the Borough 
is providing services for residents from other municipalities.  Mrs. Groninger 
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suggested that if the gate were kept locked, it may prevent some trees from being 
dropped off. 
 

Property 
 Mr. Fisher stated that the waterline is not yet completed at the Recycling Center. 
 
Public Safety   

Pineknotter Park – Mr. Ditton stated that a letter from DCNR has been received, 
stating that a pile of debris must be removed and a picture is to be sent to DCNR.  
The crew has done the work and two pictures have been emailed to DCNR.  The 
final grant check is anticipated by the end of January. 
 
Other projects planned for grant funding are playground renovations.  Mr. Straub 
stated that DCNR now is suggesting that Point Township be included.   
 
Mr. Wolfe suggested that the sign at Pineknotter Park should be changed since 
borough taxpayers have paid for the renovations at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Ditton 
replied that donations have been received from various people from Point 
Township and many Point Township residents have donated their time at the park.   
 
Mayor Brosius suggested that a Northumberland/ Point Township Recreation 
Committee be established.   
 

Ordinance 
The Ordinance Committee will meet the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Streets               
 Mr. Troxell stated that they are accepting bids for the Kubota.   
  

The Street Committee will be contacting Don Free to help prepare the bids for the 
construction. 

                                                    
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe stated that the deadline for articles for the newsletter is this Friday, 
January 7th.  The newsletter will cover events from January to April.  Mayor 
Brosius suggested that several ordinances be included in the newsletter, informing 
the residents that it is illegal to park vehicles in their front yard.  Snow removal and 
trash on porches should also be addressed. 

  
New Business 

Requiring Council Approval 
1.    Mr. Rees moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  

Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $17,523.53; 
bills to be paid from the Liberty Pool account total $802.77. 

 
2.  Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt Resolution A-2005 (Schedule of Fees and Penalties). 
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Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the new 
ordinances have been codified and the penalties will be reviewed by the Ordinance 
Committee.  If any changes are found to be necessary, a new resolution will be 
written.  Mr. Wolfe reviewed several changes to be made to present resolution:   
 
1.  Page 2 – Building construction fees, Permits.  Estimated value of construction 

$999 or lower, the fee is $35.00.  The next line which says $1,000 to $1,999, 
should say “base rate” after that.  On the third line, it should say, $2,000 and 
beyond, per $1,000, plus base rate, $7.00. 

2.  Page 3 – Street Crew.  The second point, Private Property Clean-up, should state 
“per equipment”, not “per person”.   

3.  Street Openings – the second line should read Permit, each additional square 
“foot”, not “feet” 

 
Mayor Brosius asked about changing the fee to rent King Street Park to churches 
and non-profit groups.  Discussion was that any group may meet there, without 
reserving the park; if they wish to reserve the park and have the street crew clean up 
the park before the event, the fee will be charged. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Liberty Pool operated at a net loss of $5,500.  This is on 
top of a net loss of $7,500 in 2003.  While the pool is not supposed to make money, 
Mr. Wolfe does not feel that the pool should be losing this much money.  He 
requested other opinions.  Ms. Lark stated that Liberty Pool charges $1.00 extra to 
use the slides while Sunbury does not charge extra to use their slides.   
The pool saw an increase in season passes sold, but a decrease in daily pool passes.  
In 2004, more pool parties were held than in 2003.  For 2005, Greg Carl is planning 
to offer time in the mornings to rent the pool for pool parties.  Mr. Carl sent a letter 
to the council with suggestions for increasing the pool’s revenue.  Two items were 
to charge the Red Cross for use of the pool for swim lessons and the swim team for 
use of the pool for meets.  Ana Barlow Dodge asked if other municipalities 
contribute to the pool budget.  Years ago Point Township contributed to the pool; 
however, they have not done so for several years.  Ms. Dodge suggested that non-
residents be charged a higher fee.  The Ordinance Committee will review the fees at 
the February 24th meeting and present a revised resolution to the council at the 
February 1, 2005 meeting.       

 
      Roll call vote.  Resolution A-2005 was approved unanimously. 
  

3.  Resolution B-2005, Flood Mitigation.  Mr. Wolfe tabled this resolution in order to 
give the newer council members time to review the Borough’s plan.   

 
4.  Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Susan Morroni to the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. 

Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 
5.  A proposal has been received from Larson Design Group, Inc. to provide 

professional engineering, architectural, and surveying services to the Borough.  Ms. 
Groninger suggested tabling the topic.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he felt the council 
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should vote on the proposal and moved to accept the Larson Design Group, Inc. 
proposal as outlined in the letter.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Mr. Ditton stated that the proposal does not have any retainer fees and does not 
mean that the Borough must use them exclusively.  Engineering services do not 
need to be bid out.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the minutes of the November 16 and December 21 meetings since 

council had just received them. 
 
7. A letter was received from PennDOT regarding the Borough’s resolution on jake 

brakes.  The solicitor stated that PennDOT will review the resolution and determine 
if valid reasons exist.  They must also instruct the Borough where the signs may be 
erected.  The letter also requests that the Borough inform PennDOT when the one-
way signs are erected on Seventh Street, below Duke Street, so they may get their 
stop sign.  Council discussed requesting that the sign remain to prevent someone 
who drives up Seventh Street the wrong way from pull out on Duke Street without 
stopping.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland Council Meeting  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

February 1, 2005, 7:00 PM 
  

President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Noelle Long, Jonathan Rees, 
Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Richard Shoch, 
Solicitor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Seven visitors introduced 
themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
• Mr. Todd Reichenbach informed the council that he is interested in buying the Rea & 

Derick Building and would like to renovate the office space for apartments.  The 
space is between 20,000 and 25,000 square feet.  The remainder of the building will 
be used for light warehousing.  Mr. Ruane stated that the Borough Code prohibits the 
conversion of properties to apartments.  

  
Mr. Shoch suggested that Mr. Reichenbach obtain a copy of the ordinance and 
determine if this property is addressed in the ordinance, adding that Mr. Reichenbach 
might apply for a variance as a non-permitted use, if that option is available.  

 
Mr. Reichenbach stated that the other end of the building, along Sixth Street, may be 
converted to a banquet hall, or day care center.  He also plans to put a playground on 
part of the property. 
 
Mr. Reichenbach asked if Mini-Storage units would be permitted in part of the 
building.  Mr. Shoch replied that Mr. Reichenbach should obtain a copy of the 
Borough’s ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe added that it could be obtained from the Borough 
Office or online. 

 
• Mr. Ray asked if any progress has been made by the committee that is developing 

criteria for handicapped permits.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee determined not 
to provide handicapped parking permits in the future.  Mr. Ray stated that the patrons 
at the bar at the corner of King and Priestley park in front of his property.  Mayor 
Brosius asked if off-street parking is available at the rear of his lot.  Mr. Ray replied 
that it is not.  Mr. Ray’s address is 355 Priestley Avenue. 
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Ms. Long made a motion to establish a handicap parking space at 355 Priestley 
Avenue.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 
6-0. 

 
• Mr. Paul Ruane Jr. informed the council that the Hookies’ financial records are at the 

offices of Lewis, Danzig, & Co. to be audited.  The audit will be provided to the 
Borough.  The Hookies may receive a $500 grant from Wal Mart. 

  
Executive Session 
The council went into an Executive Session at 7:12 p.m. to discuss litigation and 
personnel issues.  Council member Judith Groninger arrived at 7:25 p.m.  The meeting 
was reconvened at 7:37 p.m. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to approve filing legal documents that were discussed in Executive 
Session.  Mr. Wolfe will sign the documents.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger 
voted aye; Mr. Troxell abstained.  Motion passed 6-0 with one abstention. 
                 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius requested that the Council approve the following Resolution 
:  

Resolution 
 

Resolution of Remembrance And Honor for Sgt. Brett Swank, First Northumberland 
Resident killed in Combat in The War Against Terrorism in Iraq On January 24, 2005. 

 
WHEREAS Sgt Swank, age 21, is survived by his father, Daniel J. Swank of 
Northumberland and his mother, Debra M. (Roof) Santucci of Northumberland; and 
 
WHEREAS Sgt. Swank was an officer with the 509th Battalion, Infantry Division of Fort 
Polk, LA; and  
 
WHEREAS Sgt. Swank was awarded the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, Army 
Accommodation Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Ribbon, NCO Professional Development Medal 
and the Army Service Medal.  Sgt. Swank was awarded his Ranger Tab, Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge; and  
 
WHEREAS the thoughts and prayers of the citizens of the Borough of Northumberland 
and the Nation remain with the families of Sgt. Swank and all the soldiers fighting to 
ensure the Nation’s freedom and safety:  
 
Now Therefore Be It Resolved that, the Mayor and the Borough Council of 
Northumberland, as Representatives of the citizens of the Borough, do: 
  

1. honor and recognize Sgt. Brett Swank for his bravery and sacrifice; 



 3

2. extend their deepest sympathies to the family of this brave hero and; 
3. pledge their continued support for the men and women who risk their lives 

every day to ensure the safety of all United States citizens. 
 
____________________________  ________________________ 
        Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor  Bryan Wolfe, Council President 

      February 1, 2005       February 1, 2005 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to approve this Resolution, designated as Resolution D-2005; Mr. 
Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
The Mayor stated that Chief Fink has provided the council with the monthly report for 
January 2005.   
 
The Personnel Committee met with the Police Department and hopes that the council will 
agree to continue these quarterly meetings on April 19, September 20, and November 15 
at 6:00 p.m. before the monthly work sessions.    
 
Renovations are continuing on the Police Office. 
 
Sewer Authority’s Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the Sewer Authority plans to televise lines once the weather is 
warmer. 
 
Code Officer’s Report – no report 
  
Public Works Supervisor's Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher reported that the bid for PennDOT’s project on Front Street has been 
awarded and construction could begin at any time.  Fulkroad Construction was awarded 
the bid. 
  
Committee Reports 

Finance 
1. Mr. Wolfe stated that the January financial statement will be provided once he 

and the Borough Secretary have completed the statement. 
2. Resolution B-2005 – Revision to the Schedule of Fees & Penalties 

Mr. Wolfe explained that the Ordinance Committee reviewed the Schedule of 
Fees and Penalties.  They have provided this revision to Resolution A-2005.  One 
revision is under Liberty Pool fees.  The fee to rent the entire pool would be $100 
per hour.  The committee also discussed issuing parking permits for the 
downtown area on a limited basis with the business owners being contacted first.  
The committee suggested that 10 permits be issued.     
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt Resolution B-2005.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Ordinance Committee felt that 10 parking 
permits which are 10% of the parking spaces would be a good number.  Mrs. 
Groninger questioned if this would hurt the downtown businesses.  Mr. Rees 
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replied that he walked downtown several times during the Christmas season and 
the parking spaces were not filled.  Ditton asked if any meters would be restricted, 
such as those in front of the Post Office.   Mr. Shoch advised that since the 
Borough has an ordinance that addresses parking in the downtown metered 
spaces, an ordinance must be adopted to change the current one.  Mr. Wolfe 
amended his motion to exclude the parking permits.  Mr. Ditton amended his 
second.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
 Mr. Straub moved to begin the ordinance modification process and amend the 

ordinance pertaining to parking meters to allow for parking permits downtown 
with the conditions to be decided by the Ordinance Committee at the February 
24th meeting.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Troxell 
voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise for audit proposals for the Borough.  The proposals 
are due on February 14, 2005, and the Finance Committee is to review the 
proposals and select the auditor.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
   

Personnel  
     Mrs. Groninger stated that the Personnel Committee met and resolved a personnel 

issue.   
   

Mayor Brosius requested that the Personnel Committee schedule meetings with 
the Police Department at 6:00 p.m. before the Work Sessions in April, September, 
and November.  The committee agreed to the meetings. 

       
Property 

Mr. Straub announced the February 22nd meeting for those interested in renting 
the Second Street building.  Any group interested will be invited to meet at 6:45 
to walk through the building and the meeting will still begin at 7:30.  

 
Public Safety   

 The committee will meet on February 22 at 6:30. 
  

Mr. Wolfe stated that the Emergency Services Task Force met last evening, 
January 31st, and will meet on February 28 at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe is hopeful that 
a solution will be reached by June.  He added that the public is invited to the 
meetings. 

 
      Ordinance 

Mr. Rees informed the council that the committee met last Thursday.   
 



 5

Greg Carl was present at the meeting to discuss the fees for Liberty Splashland.  
They decided to charge fees for the Red Cross swimming lessons and the Swim 
Team.  Currently neither group pays anything for the use of the pool. 
  
Mr. Ruane will revise the ordinance pertaining to curb cuts to present to the 
committee. 

  
Mr. Rees stated that the issues to be addressed at the next meeting will be related 
to property. 
 
The council discussed the responsibility that residents must assume for clearing 
their walks during snow storms.  If the walks are not cleared by 24 hours of the 
snowfall, the police are issuing tickets.  Walks that remain snow-covered are to be 
cleared by the crew and the property owners are to be charged for the crew’s time.   
Mr. Ditton suggested taking pictures of the snow-covered walks before the crew 
clears them should it become necessary to do so.   

     
 Streets   

 Mr. Troxell moved to proceed with the bid process for the construction projects 
for 2005.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The motion includes the process of a 
pre-construction meeting and a deadline for bids to be submitted by February 28, 
2005, at 4:30 p.m.  The bids will be opened at the March 1, 2005 council meeting.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.             

                                                         
Old Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved to approve Resolution C-2005.  This resolution adopts the 
Hazard Mitigation Plan as the official plan of the Borough of Northumberland.  
Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mayor Brosius 
suggested that the council appoint members to the committee at the next meeting.   

 
2. The check for Pineknotter Park grant has not yet been received.  This week the 

Borough Office received a request for various copies of bills from the project to 
be faxed to DCNR.  The information has been sent.  The total amount expended 
for this project exceeded $427,000; with $426,000 required to obtain the 
maximum grant funding of $213,000.  

  
New Business 

Requiring Council Approval 
1.    Mr. Troxell moved to approve the minutes of November 16, December 7, 

December 21, 2004 & January 4, 2005.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
2.  Mr. Rees moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  

Two additional bills were presented:  $110 for The Dust Butlers and $65.00 to 
Keystone Communications for radio repairs.  Mr. Ditton asked what the bill from 
Point Township was for.  Mr. Fisher answered that he and Jimmy Neitz from 
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Point Township went together to purchase cold patch.  This bill is for the 
Borough’s share of the material that was purchased from American Paving.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $38,151.59; 
Liquid Fuels bills total $2,751.22; and the Liberty Pool bills total $28.91. 

 
3.   Mr. Ditton and Mr. Wolfe attended a meeting with SEDA-Cog regarding the 

bridge that will span the Susquehanna River from Winfield to Point Township.  
SEDA-Cog is soliciting citizens from the surrounding communities to comprise a 
task force.  Approximately 15 to 20 people will be chosen to meet over the course 
of the next few months to make recommendations for an aesthetically pleasing 
bridge and interchanges.  The project is to enhance the areas around the bridge, 
slated for construction in 2010.  Anyone who would like to be chosen for the task 
force should contact SEDA-Cog and indicate interest in serving on the Gateway 
Project Design Task Force.  Funding for the roadway to be constructed from 
Selinsgrove to the new bridge at Winfield is not in place at this time.  
Construction of the bridge is to come first and should be completed in 5 years.   
Mr. Ditton added that the design for the bridge and tunnel in Danville were 
conceived after a similar task force influenced PennDOT.  The interchanges 
should be made attractive to encourage travelers to visit the area.  The township 
supervisors must plan for zoning to determine the types and numbers of 
businesses to be permitted around the interchanges.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
according to SEDA-Cog the Borough may receive funding for having to contend 
with the traffic on Duke Street.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland Council Meeting  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

March 1, 2005, 7:00 PM 
 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Roll Call  
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Richard Shoch, 
Solicitor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Don Troxell 
was on vacation.  Seven visitors introduced themselves. 
 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Public Comment 
• Mr. Paul Ruane Jr. stated that the Hookie’s audit is progressing.  The company has a 3-

year contract with the auditing firm.  New procedures are being implemented which 
will streamline future audits.  The Hookies received a $500 donation from Wal-Mart 
that was spent for used air packs from Selinsgrove.  The air packs will be usable for 8 
years. 

 
• Mr. Ken Dunkleberger, representing the Northumberland/ Point Township Senior 

Center, requested that the people attending the center be permitted to park on the street 
after the street sweeper has passed.  It stated that parking around the park is difficult for 
some of the members because of the distance from the center.  Shirley Pyers asked if 
the street sweeper is run on a set schedule and if they could park on that side of the 
street once the street sweeper has passed.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the signs are 
posted for other street work besides the street sweeper.   

 
Mr. Rees advised that the Ordinance Committee would review the situation at their 
committee meeting.  A possible solution may be to change the street sweeping for this 
block to Wednesday mornings from 7:00 to 9:00 like the downtown streets.  Mr. Fisher 
stated that the crew also clears the snow from the downtown streets on Wednesday 
mornings.  In order to make changes, an Ordinance must be written and read at two 
council meetings so the group was advised that any change would take time.     
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Mr. Dunkelberger also stated that the members at the center are interested in moving 
the center to the Second Street building.   Mayor Brosius replied that the county’s 
office on aging has commented that they are not interested in moving the center.  Mr. 
Straub suggested that the Senior Action Center should contact Representative Phillips. 

 
Executive Session  
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting for an Executive Session at 7:18 p.m.  The meeting was 
reconvened at 7:35 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that personnel and litigation issues were 
discussed. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
The Mayor and Council have extended their sympathies to the family of James “Bud” 
Dodge, a Borough employee who passed away in February.  
 
A flag has been donated anonymously by a Borough resident in the memory of Brett 
Swank.  It is on the pole in the King Street Park. 
 
The remodeling of the police offices is progressing. 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the authority will be televising lines once the weather clears. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
No report  
 
Public Works Supervisor's Report 
No report 
 
Bid Opening for 2005 Street Projects 
Mr. Wolfe opened the bids for the Pipe.  The companies and their total bids to supply the 
Pipe:  Construction Supply Centers - $15,671.00; Bradco Supply Co. - $15,415.00; Fry’s 
Plastics - $15,205.00; L/B Water Service, Inc. - $16,540.00; and Central Clay Products, 
Inc. - $15,804.00.  The apparent low bidder is Fry’s Plastics. 
 
Mr. Wolfe opened the bids for the labor to install the pipe and the inlets.  The companies 
and their total bids for this project are:  Mid-State Paving, LLC - $48,925.00; HRI, Inc. - 
$94,977.50; Dave Gutelius Excavating, Inc. - $62,555.00; G & R Charles Excavation LTD 
- $56,871.60.  Mid-State Paving, LLC is the apparent low bidder. 
 
Mr. Wolfe opened the bids for the paving projects.  The companies and their total bids for 
this project are Mid-State Paving, LLC - $73,539.50; Dave Gutelius Excavating, Inc. - 
$78,675.00; HRI, Inc. - $73,538.25; Eastern Industries, Inc. - $79,394.50; and G & R 
Charles Excavating LTD - $68,671.00.  The apparent low bidder is G & R Charles 
Excavating LTD.   
 
The total amount for all three bids is $132,801.00.   
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Mr. Rees moved to accept the bid of $15,205.00 from Fry’s Plastics to supply the pipe, 
pending review of the bid qualifications.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 
 
Mr. Rees moved to accept the bid of $48,925.00 from Mid-State Paving, LLC to install the 
pipe and inlets, pending review of the bid qualifications.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Long moved to accept the bid of $68,671.00 from G & R Charles Excavating LTD 
for the paving, pending review of the bid qualifications.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.   
  
Committee Reports 
      Finance 
      The Finance Committee met and hired an auditor.  Patricia Young from Milton     

provided the low proposal of $5,500.   
 

Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger stated that everything is running very smoothly. 

            
Property 
Bleachers 
Mr. Straub spoke with Dr. Hartman, superintendent of the Shikellamy School District 
about the bleachers for Pineknotter Park.  Dr. Hartman informed him that the contract 
for the new bleachers at the football field included the contractor receiving the old 
bleachers.  Dr. Hartman will discuss the possibility of some of the bleachers being 
donated to the Borough for use at the park.  Mr. Straub expects to hear from Dr. 
Hartman after the Thursday night School Board Meeting. 
 
Second Street Building 
Mr. Straub talked with Gary Wolfe.  It may be possible to renovate the building at a 
considerably lower cost than originally projected.  The building could be renovated in 
phases.  Mr. Wolfe provided Mr. Straub with estimates for the rent for the building.  
Mr. Straub has also contacted two realtors, who are going to provide him with rental 
fees. 

 
Mr. Straub has located a donor who is interested in providing funding for the 
renovations if the work can be done without having to pay prevailing wage.  Mr. Shoch 
will research the topic to determine if this may be done.    

 
Public Safety   
Mr. Ditton stated that the committee members were here but no one else attended.  No 
business was conducted. 

 
      Mr. Wolfe explained that the Emergency Services Task Force did not meet last evening 

because of the snow storm.  The meeting may be rescheduled for Monday, March 7.   
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      Ordinance 
      The Ordinance Committee did not meet last Thursday because of the snow storm. 
      Mr. Rees stated that the committee will meet the fourth Thursday of March, March 25, 

at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Straub added that at a Property meeting, a resident stopped in to complain about 

the ordinance prohibiting truck parking on Borough streets.  This individual stated that 
pick-up trucks are licensed for over 10,000 pounds.   Mr. Straub contacted several 
dealers and learned that a class 4 pick-up truck does not weigh over 10,000 pounds 
unless it has dual wheels.  He added that the Borough ordinance is just keeping the 
wide dual-wheel trucks off of the Borough streets.    

       
      Streets  
      The bids were opened earlier in the meeting.   
                                                           
Old Business 

1. Spring Newsletter Deadlines   
Mr. Wolfe requested that he be provided with the articles the first meeting in April.   

 
2. Shade Tree Commission and Borough Council will meet on March 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

to discuss the pear trees in the downtown area.  Mr. Vinnie Cotrone, an Urban 
Forester with the Penn State Cooperative Extension. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger asked if the gas company has provided the office with a timeframe 

for their construction work on Orange Street.  The office has contacted the gas 
company but has not received a date when the construction will begin.  The 
company was informed that work may not be ongoing during Pineknotters’ Days in 
July.  Mr. Ruane replied that the company is planning to do the work this summer. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the minutes of February 1, 2005.  Mr. Rees 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Rees moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  The gas bill at the Girl Scout House was discussed.  Council 
requested that the crew check that the thermostat is turned down.  One bullet-proof 
vest was purchased to replace an older one.  The bill of $861.00 for repair to the 
chipper was discussed.  The chipper is used to grind up the Christmas trees.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $34,267.83; 
Liberty Pool bills total $743.37. 

 
3. The United Way Days of Caring are scheduled for April 15 & 16.  Council 

requested that Greg Carl and Mark Nogle be contacted to see if they would like 
volunteers for any projects planned for the pool or Pineknotter Park.     

 
4. Leadership Susquehanna Valley has contacted the Borough Office to ask if anyone 

is interested in enrolling in the classes beginning in September.  The deadline for 



 5

applying is in April.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the council review the information 
before the April meeting. 

 
5. Mr. Richard Hoffman has resigned from the Penn Valley Airport Authority, 

effective February 18, 2005.  Mr. Wolfe moved to accept Mr. Hoffman’s 
resignation with regret.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland Council Meeting 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

April 5, 2005 
 

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation.   
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen Brosius, 
Mayor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Richard Shoch, Solicitor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Six 
visitors introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

• Ms. Judyann Schmidt asked if the Borough would conduct a Spring Clean-up this 
year.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the Council did not budget for a Spring Clean-up.  The 
possibility may exist for future years. 

 
• Mr. Scott Johnson, from the 101, stated that water lies in the Duke Street at the 

intersection with Front Street.  Mr. Ruane stated that Duke Street is a state road.  Mr. 
Wolfe suggested that PennDOT should be informed of the problem.   

 
• Mayor Brosius stated that she has received a complaint about the railroad crossing on 

King Street.  It is believed that this would be the railroad’s responsibility.  Mr. Wolfe 
moved to send a correspondence to the railroad, requesting that the property be 
repaired.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:06 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 
7:20 p.m.  Personnel and litigation issues were discussed, resulting in the following actions:  
 
Mr. Troxell moved to approve the addendum to the Teamster Union contract.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she is most unhappy with the situation with 
the union and with their complaints about volunteers working in the Borough.  She does not 
see a need to increase salaries because a man with many years experience is no longer 
working for the Borough.  She feels that this council and previous councils made an error by 
including the higher pay scale.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. 
Ditton voted aye; Mr. Wolfe and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 4-2. 
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to increase the Street Supervisor’s (Nathan Fisher) salary by 
$1.50 per hour, based on 2080 hours per year, retroactive to March 15, 2005.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Ms. Cindy Lark commented that since Mr. Fisher has started working for the Borough, the 
relationship between the Street Department and the Sewer Authority has improved 
immensely. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that approximately 80 Priestley Elementary students 
visited the Borough Building last week.   
 
The Revitalization Committee recognized several property owners for improving their 
properties.  Those residential property owners recognized as the Winter recipients were Jayne 
and David Rogers of 519 Queen Street, Robin and Ona Bolig of 114 Third Street, and Diane 
and Daniel Alderson who own a property at 546 Duke Street.  Young’s Sporting Goods, at 
Duke Street and Church Avenue, was recognized as the business recipient.  Certificates of 
appreciation were awarded by the Revitalization Committee.  Michael and Elizabeth Boyer of 
500 Orange Street, award recipients from the fall of 2004, were also present to receive their 
certificate.   
 
History Day will be commemorated on May 14, 2005.  Activities are planned for three 
locations – King Street Park, the Ramsey residence, and the cemetery.  Mayor Brosius 
requested permission to use Second Street School instead of the King Street Park in the event 
of rain.  Mr. Ditton so moved.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
 
The Revitalization Committee is planning a block party in the downtown on August 6th.  They 
would like to block off Front Street between Sheetz Avenue and Duke Street beginning at 
noon.  The ending time was not known.  Insurance was discussed.  Since this would be a 
Borough-sanctioned activity, the Borough’s insurance would be in effect.  Additionally, 
vendors would be requested to provide proof of insurance. 
 
Chief Fink has submitted his monthly report.  Mayor Brosius reminded the council that April 
19, at 6:00 p.m. is scheduled for a closed session with the council and police department.  She 
will inform the council if the officers are interested in attending the meeting. 
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that Chewbaka, the retired police dog has died.  The 
Mayor thanked those who worked with the dog and offered condolences to Sgt. Kriner with 
whom Chewy resided.  Mayor Brosius also sent best wishes to Sgt. Kriner for his quick 
recovery after a recent surgery. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked if the Mayor was aware of any activity at the underpass.  She stated that she 
understands that the underpass was shown on Channel 16 today.  They were in the area 
checking the river. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked what the police policy is regarding automobile chases.  Chief Fink replied 
that the Borough has a written policy.  The Mayor requested that copies be provided to the 
Council.  Mayor Brosius stated that since Mr. Fink has been named the Chief of Police, 
approximately six months, the police have had one thing after another to deal with and the 
Mayor appreciates the job the Chief Fink has been doing.  
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Mr. Wolfe requested that, in the interest of safety, Mayor Brosius, along with the Mayor of 
Sunbury, discuss alternative traffic patterns that may alleviate the wait in crossing the bridges 
during times when Route 11 is closed at the underpass.  Mr. Fink stated that the police were 
attending the traffic light in the mornings and the fire police volunteers manned the light in 
the afternoons.   
 
[Councilman Darvin Straub arrived at 7:33 p.m.] 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that the sewer authority has had a lot of water this past 
week.  As soon as the weather improves, the workers will televise the storm lines for the 
Borough.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if there is anything that the Sewer Authority could do to improve the 
appearance of the sewer plant.  Ms. Lark replied that the structure work was painted about 
two years ago. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane informed the Council that four new houses are under construction in the 
Borough. 
 
A problem exists at the property at Priestley Avenue and King Street owned by Dale Walter.  
A concrete culvert on his property crosses the railroad tracks and continues into the river.  A 
borough storm sewer line coming from Sheetz Avenue empties into this culvert and runs 
through the property owned by Mr. Walter.  Water is now backing up into the yard, possibly 
because this line is crushed.  Mr. Ruane suggested that the line be televised.  The problem 
occurs when the river is high.       
 
Mr. Ruane is now certified to conduct inspections in Plumbing, Mechanical, and Framing.   
 
Mr. Ruane stated that the sidewalk ordinance does not include a fine if the property owner 
does not comply.  The penalty under this ordinance is that the Borough replaces the sidewalks 
and charges the property owner.  If the bill is not paid, a lien is to be placed on the property.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that the sidewalk ordinance was adopted because this is a safety issue.  Mr. 
Shoch advised that a fine could be imposed, but if not paid, the Borough would file a lien.  
Mrs. Groninger asked if the Borough installs the sidewalk, would the property owner be able 
to come back on the Borough if the sidewalk fails because of freezing and thawing.  The 
property owners would still be responsible to have sidewalks that meet the requirements. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked when the gas company will be finished with the new line on Orange Street.  
Mr. Ruane stated that the gas company should have the line installed by September 1.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that the repairs should be determined by the Borough’s schedule, not the gas 
company’s schedule.  He added that if the street is not paved before this winter, the Borough 
would have to close the road.  Mr. Ruane replied that he will contact the gas company.   
 
Public Works Supervisor's Report 
No report. 
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Committee Reports 
Finance 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he would have the year-to-date numbers for everyone by next week. 
 
Personnel  
Personnel topics were discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
Property 
Mr. Straub was in a course for recycling with DEP earlier today.  This is the last year for 902 
grant money.  Mr. Straub would like to apply for a new leaf vacuum machine, a new chipper, 
and for funding toward the 2004 truck.   
 
Mr. Wolfe suggested that the Property Committee consider how a Borough clean-up could be 
conducted.  He added that several years ago, the Borough held a clean-up.  The time required 
for the crew to pick everything up was several weeks.  One problem that occurred was that 
residents from other communities brought trash into the borough.  Mr. Wolfe would like 
council to consider budgeting funds for a clean-up for next year and requested that the 
Property Committee determine the cost.  Mr. Straub said that he learned that some 
communities are accepting “white goods” on one Saturday; computers and electronics another 
Saturday.  The residents could take items to the recycling center.  Mr. Straub stated that they 
are charging $12 per appliance.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she had attended council meetings 
several years ago when they conducted a clean-up.  The cost was estimated to be $10,000.  
Mr. Straub stated that a chemical clean-up is to be held in Northumberland County this year.  
Mr. Wolfe suggested that the residents could be charged a certain amount for a permit. 
 
Mrs. Long announced that a Community Yard Sale is planned for June 4.  The fee is $5.00 per 
space and an additional $5.00 to use a table.  Anyone who would like to donate their 
“treasures” for the Revitalization Committee to sell will be able to drop them off on June 2 
and 3.   
 
Mr. Troxell proposed that the Borough discontinue paying the light bill for the Pineknotter 
Park ballfield.  He feels the bill should be paid by the ball teams.  Mr. Troxell moved that the 
ball teams who play at Pineknotter Park pay the light bill.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Someone asked who pays the bill at the Acorn Field.  Mr. Troxell 
replied that the Little League pays all the bills at the Acorn Field.  Mr. Straub feels that part of 
the cost of running a town is to have recreation facilities for the residents and that the 
Borough contributes funding for the swimming pool.  Mrs. Long stated that it is not fair for 
the Borough to pay toward the lights at one field and not another.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 
2005 budget includes funding toward the light bill and explained that collections were taken 
at the games last year.  The teams playing at Pineknotter Park contributed $15 per hour 
toward the light bills.  The Borough Secretary will provide the council with the breakdown of 
the costs and contributions toward the expenses for the Pineknotter Park field.   
 
Roll call vote was called on the motion that the ball leagues at Pineknotter Park pay the light 
bill at the field this year.  Roll call vote – Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted nay.  Motion failed 1-6. 
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Mr. Rees made a motion that the Borough informs the ball leagues that they must pay the 
light bill next year and have the bill put in their name.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Troxell 
voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.  

 
Mayor Brosius asked what the council’s position is on the restrooms at Pineknotter Park.  
Repairs are needed because of the flooding.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the restrooms had 
been closed at the end of last summer because the pump broke.  A new pump has been 
purchased at a cost of over $2,000.  Mrs. Groninger moved to inform the ball field group that 
the Borough currently has no toilet facilities available and does not know when they will be 
repaired.  The motion was withdrawn for lack of a second.   
 
The waterline at the recycling building is not yet finished.  Mr. Straub stated that he would 
like to see the police station completed before the weather breaks and the waterline can be 
repaired after that.   

 
Mr. Straub has had difficulty reaching the contractor to obtain a price for the bleachers that 
are being removed from the high school stadium.  The bleachers may be purchased for use at 
the Pineknotter Park ballfield. 
  
Public Safety   
Mr. Wolfe informed the council that the Emergency Services Task Force met the last Monday 
of March.  The committee is considering recommending an Emergency Services Authority.  
The committee would like public input before making a recommendation to council.  Mr. 
Wolfe invited the public to attend the next meeting on April 25 at 7:00 p.m.  Information 
about establishing an authority is on the Borough’s website.  Mr. Wolfe feels that the task 
force is “doing its job”.   
 
The Hookies’ audit should be completed next week. 

 
Ordinance 
Mr. Rees explained that the sidewalk ordinance states that no slate sidewalks are permitted, 
unless approved by a voice vote by council.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the council had given 
Mr. Ruane the authority to have some leeway in enforcing the ordinance.  Mr. Shoch advised 
that if the slate sidewalks were in place before the ordinance, Mr. Ruane may approve slate 
sidewalks as long as they are level and not hazardous.  If the slate sidewalk needs replaced, 
the new sidewalk must be concrete.  Mayor Brosius stated that some property owners replaced 
slate sidewalks even though they didn’t want to.  Mr. Ruane replied that those sidewalks were 
in poor condition. 
 
Mr. Rees stated that the committee approved the installation of stop signs on Prince Street at 
Seventh Street.  He added that the committee discussed the installation of a stop sign at 8th 
and King Streets, but since the Borough has an agreement with the Point Township 
concerning 8th Street, it would be Point Township’s responsibility.  The Borough’s agreement 
with Point Township is for maintenance of 8th Street.  The Borough would still have the 
authority to establish a stop sign at this intersection.  Since this is the boundary line between 
Northumberland and Point Township, the township would determine whether or not to 
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establish a stop sign on the other side of 8th Street.  The topic was tabled until Point Township 
officials could be contacted.   

 
The committee discussed an ordinance banning soda machines in front of buildings with the 
exception of commercial retail properties on Duke Street and for limited time periods during 
special events such as Pineknotter Days.  It was noted that soda machines are currently 
located in residential neighborhoods and on sidewalks.   
 
Mr. Rees made a motion to ban all vending machines in front of buildings except those on 
Duke Street.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that if 
this motion passes, Mr. Rees and Mr. Shoch determine the specific qualifications to be 
included in the ordinance.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. 
Straub voted aye; Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion carried 4-3.   

 
The committee discussed dumpsters in front of a residence.  They recommend that an 
ordinance be established to require that all trash outside of residences must be in a closed 
receptacle.  Dumpsters must be located in the rear of a structure and all refuse must be 
removed at least every two weeks.  The ordinance would not apply to temporary dumpsters, 
roll-a-ways, that are addressed in a different section of the code and require a permit.  Mr. 
Wolfe so moved.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger stated that if 
the council is going to try to make our town a better place to live, our properties are worth less 
if there is a dumpster sitting in front of it or a soda machine sitting behind it.  She feels that 
the council’s goal is to improve the Borough and encourage residents to take care of their 
properties.   
 
Mr. Fisher commented that the Second Street property is an eyesore that should be addressed.  
Mrs. Groninger replied that the council is working on improving the property.   Mr. Wolfe 
added that the council must try to improve the community.  Roll call vote – Mrs. Long, Mr. 
Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted 
nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
Mr. Rees stated that the committee’s last recommendation is to address abandoned vehicles.  
Currently, the Borough Code does not define abandoned vehicles.  Mr. Straub suggested that 
the definition should be that an abandoned vehicle is not registered and does not have a 
license.  Mr. Ruane stated that a definition is provided in the State Property and Maintenance 
code.  However the code may allow for one unregistered vehicle to be kept on a property.  Mr. 
Shoch offered to research the law.  The topic was tabled. 

 
Streets  
Mr. Troxell stated that the budget includes money to purchase a mower from Bestline.  The 
price is under $7,000.  Mr. Troxell moved to purchase the mower at a cost of up to $7,000.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
The street committee will meet next Wednesday, April 13, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Old Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe reported that the council met with the Shade Tree Commission and a forester 

from Penn State Cooperative Extension on March 21.  The problem with the trees 
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downtown is that the fruit from the trees are soft, creating a mess on the sidewalks and 
vehicles.  Margaret Weirick has contacted a company in Lewisburg to spray the trees 
when they are blooming.  This should kill the fruit.  The trees will be pruned after that.  If 
any fruit remains, it should be hard.  This process will need to be done annually.   

 
2. Mr. Wolfe announced that the spring issue of the Pineknotter News is being prepared.  All 

articles and advertisements are due by Friday.   
 
3. Mr. Straub revealed that the Borough has been awarded an $85,000 Recycling Grant.  The 

money will be used to replace the diesel bobcat with a propane-powered forklift with a 
special front attachment to move the bales safely, and a baler to bale newspapers and 
plastics.  The Borough’s match is 10% which was included in the 2005 budget.  Mr. 
Straub moved to accept the grant from DEP; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Mr. Straub stated that he would like to purchase the forklift first, obtain 
the reimbursement for the forklift, and then purchase the baler. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe explained that the bids for the King Street Park sidewalks would be opened on 

April 19th.  The April 19th work session will be advertised as a regular council meeting.  
Mayor Brosius asked about the time table for replacing the sidewalks.  A large tree in the 
park is to be removed as soon as the ground dries out.  The sidewalk construction must be 
worked around History Day on May 14th and Pineknotter Days in July. 
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2005 council meeting. Mr. 

Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Troxell moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 

All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $36,239.87; Parks & Recreation 
bills total $2,144.00; Shade Tree Account bills total $30.00; and Liberty Pool bills are 
$423.78.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. An invitation to North’d County Planning Commission Meeting/Dinner has been 

received.  Space is limited to two persons from each municipality in the County.  A 
response is requested by May 4th.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the topic until the April 19th 
meeting and requested that council consider who should attend. 

 
4. Mr. Straub requested permission to apply for a grant to purchase new docks through 

the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission.  A 25% borough match of money or 
services is required.  Mr. Straub moved to approve the grant application.  Mr. Rees 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland Council  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

April 19, 2005, 7:00 PM 
  

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Charles Ditton, 
Judith Groninger, and Jonathan Rees.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Tim 
Fink, Chief of Police; Nathan Fisher, Street Department Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Five visitors present 
introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Jane Stein informed the council that she is interested in purchasing a lot located between 
Seventh and Eighth Streets and King and Queen Streets.  The lot would be accessed from 
Wheatley Avenue, which is unopened at this location.  Council and Mr. Ruane advised 
what steps would be necessary before council would act on the matter.  Mr. Troxell stated 
that a stormwater study would be required.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the solicitor would be 
consulted to determine the legalities. 
 
Bid Opening – Sidewalks in King Street Park 
Mr. Wolfe opened the six bids that were received for the construction of the sidewalks in 
King Street Park.  They are as follows: 
  

Diversified Construction, Inc.  $ 6,950 
 Herrold & Son Masonry  $ 5,700 
 M & E Construction   $16,550 
 Wolynic Construction   $ 9,875 
 Lundy Concrete Services  $ 9,850 
 G & R Charles Excavating, LTD $ 9,500 
 
Mr. Troxell moved to accept the bid of $5,700 from Herrold and Son.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  The Borough will purchase the concrete and the stone and the 
Borough Crew will be doing some of the work.  The contractor will be consulted about the 
trees located in the walkway.  Roll call vote – All Ayes.    
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session 7:12 p.m.  The council meeting was 
reconvened at 7:15 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that the discussion was about a previous 
litigation issue which required no action. 
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Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported on the Code Enforcement Office activity for the month of March.  He 
informed the council that PG Energy is planning to install new pipelines in the borough.  
The work is anticipated for May and June on Orange Street from Front to Seventh and on 
Third Street.  Mr. Ruane plans for the paving to be completed before school starts in the 
fall.   
 
An inspection of the waterline was conducted in the pit at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Ruane 
reported that the line passed inspection.  He added that the Sewer Authority was helpful 
with the inspection.  The cost for the inspection is $260. 
 
Mr. Ruane informed the council that Mr. Budd Feaster has resigned as the part-time code 
enforcement officer and that a current part-time Borough employee is interested in the 
position.  Council decided that the Personnel Committee will meet to discuss the vacancy. 
 
Public Works Supervisor's Report 
Mr. Fisher reported that the waterline has been installed at the glass center.  The water 
company will complete the hook-up.   
 
Committee Reports 
Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe announced that a committee meeting is scheduled for May 18th at 6:30.   
 

Representatives of the Swim Team will be attending the May 3rd council meeting to 
voice a formal grievance at having been charged to use the pool for the swim 
meets.  The council had provided options for payment: a flat fee per meet or per 
season, a fee at the door, or the pool selling concessions.  Mrs. Groninger stated 
that there had never been a charge for the use of the pool, and that the council is 
just trying to cover the costs.    

 
Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger scheduled a Personnel Meeting for May 3rd at 6:00 p.m. to discuss 
the part-time code enforcement position. 

 
Property 
 Mr. Straub set a committee meeting for April 26th at 7:30 p.m.  

 
He has been corresponding with DCNR and a meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
May 18th with DCNR and DCED. [Note:  The meeting is actually set for Thursday, 
May 19th 10:00 a.m.] 
 
A leak was discovered in the waterline at the pool.  The cost to replace the line is 
approximately $1,200.  The line had been repaired two years ago. 

  
 Mrs. Groninger moved to repair the waterline at the pool at a cost of up to $1,200 

with the money to come from the Borough’s General Fund.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Public Safety   
Mr. Ditton announced that the committee will meet on April 26th at 6:30 p.m.  The 
EMA coordinator would like to meet with the committee. 

  
Mr. Wolfe stated that within the next 60 days, he will correspond with municipal 
officials from Sunbury, Upper Augusta, and Shamokin Dam to schedule a meeting 
to discuss the traffic patterns during periods of flooding.  PennDOT will also be 
invited. 

 
Ordinance 
 Mr. Rees announced that the committee will meet on April 28th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Streets  

Mr. Troxell informed the council that the committee met and discussed selling 
three trucks and purchasing one new pick-up truck.  They would like to purchase an 
F350.  Mr. Troxell moved to put the three trucks in the state auction.  Mr. Wolfe 
seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued about whether the auction or advertising 
in the Daily Item would be the better way of selling the vehicles.  Mr. Wolfe tabled 
the motion until May 3rd so more information may be learned about the state 
auction. 
 
Mr. Straub asked that when the crew is patching the streets that they fill in a hole 
that is forming alongside a storm drain at the corner of Sixth and Orange Streets.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the pond in the park has been cleaned.  Mr. Fisher replied 
that it has been cleaned and that Jim Kadryna has suggested that a net be placed 
over the pond in the fall to restrict the leaves from clogging the filters and prolong 
the life of the pump. 

 
Ordinance 
 Mr. Troxell stated that he has received complaints about the proposed ordinance 

limiting soda machines to Duke Street.  He explained that Mike’s BP on Water 
Street has soda machines.  Soda machines are also located at the C. W. Rice 
Building.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the final draft has not been seen yet and the 
council may adjust it. 

  
Old Business 

1. The Northumberland County Planning Commission, along with DCNR, PRPS, and 
the Penn State Cooperating Extension has invited Borough representatives to attend 
a dinner and informational meeting on May 18th at the Hotel Edison.   Noelle Long 
and Jan Bowman are to attend.   

 
2. The trees in the downtown area are being sprayed tomorrow.  Notices have been 

placed on all the meters and were placed on the cars that were parked in the 
downtown area last night.  Cars will be towed if they are not moved. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton asked if the parking meters are certified.  Chief Fink is checking with 

Northumberland County on the procedure to have them certified. 
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4. Mr. Rees informed the council that he has been selected to sit on SEDA-Cog’s 

Thruway Commission.     
 
5. Mr. Ditton requested that the police check on a car that is being parked on the 

sidewalk on King Street. 
 

6. Mr. Wolfe had a question about permits.  He stated that a contractor has been 
working on a property on Susquehanna Street to replace a chimney.  Plastic 
covering the chimney has been blowing in the wind and the sound is disturbing 
neighbors.  Mr. Ruane will check on the progress of the work.  Mr. Wolfe asked 
how long a permit is valid.  Building permits are valid for 6 months.  Mr. Ruane 
stated that a permit was not required to repair the chimney.  Several other 
properties were discussed concerning the length of time they have had building 
permits and not completed the work. 

 
7. Mayor Brosius informed the council that Bruce Killian has removed the graffiti 

from the slides at the Second Street School.  She will send him a note of 
appreciation.   

  
New Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe tabled the minutes of the April 5, 2005 council meeting. 
 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call 

vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $22,384.89; bills to be 
paid from the Pool Account total $1,053.54.  

 
3. Mt. Carmel Borough invited the council to meet with other municipalities to pursue 

a group medical plan.  The Borough Secretary obtained additional information and 
learned that the Borough’s premiums with GHP are approximately $300 less than 
Mt. Carmel’s premiums with Capital Blue Cross.  Mt. Carmel’s benefits include 
dental and eye care.  The office will keep informed of the progress of the meeting.  

 
4. The Council received an invitation to Sunbury's River Study Committee meeting 

tomorrow at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe replied that he is unavailable to attend and said 
that if anyone could attend, they should obtain the information in the office. 

 
5. Susquehanna Garden Club called the office to request permission to plant a tree in 

memory of Sgt. Brett Swank.  Mr. Wolfe moved to grant permission for the club to 
plant a tree, adding that the Shade Tree Commission should advise where the tree 
should be planted.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote- All ayes. 

 
6. Mayor Brosius was visited by 2 representatives of a club from Harrisburg.  The 

club members are trying to walk in a community in each county of the state.  The 
members come on their own time and walk around town.  They would like to walk 
in Northumberland, the community they chose from Northumberland County, 
during the daytime on September 10 and 11 or September 17 and 18.  They are 
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asking for permission as a courtesy and do not require any special services.  
Council granted them permission.     

 
7. Mr. Tim Fister made reference to a recent article that appeared in the Daily Item 

concerning the upkeep of Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Fister stated that the Acorn Little 
League would be willing to pay the bills for the park and put it under the lease 
agreement that the league has with the Borough for the Acorn Field.  Mr. Wolfe 
replied that this year the Borough is paying the bills; however, the league will be 
contacted during budget time for their input.  The state girls’ 9 and 10 year olds 
softball tournament will be held on the Acorn Field in August.  Mr. Straub 
informed Mr. Fister that the lease for the Acorn Field that has never been renewed, 
as written in the contract.  He suggested that a representative attend the Property 
Committee meeting next week to discuss the baseball fields.  Mr. Straub has 
applied to the Anselmo Trust to purchase bleachers from the Shikellamy football 
stadium for Pineknotter Park.  The contractor is asking $5000 for the bleachers, 
which is the cost for scrap aluminum for the seating.    If the Anselmo Trust 
provides the money, Mr. Straub requested that Little League volunteers help with 
dismantling the bleachers and moving them to the park.  Two units would be 
purchased; one for the right field line and one for the left field line.  Mr. Wolfe 
asked if the council approved the purchase of the bleachers.  Mr. Straub replied that 
the bleachers would not cost the Borough any money - the Anselmo Fund would 
pay for the bleachers and baseball would come up with the money to put them up.  
Council discussed the existence of the Pineknotter Park Committee.  Mayor 
Brosius stated that the committee is part of Parks and Recreation.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the council should have a vote on whether to obtain the bleachers on record. 

 
Mrs. Groninger moved that if the Anselmo grant is given to the Borough for the 
stadium seats to be placed at Pineknotter Park, the Borough Council approve the 
purchase of the bleachers.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton asked the 
number of rows of seats.  Mr. Straub replied that there are currently 15 rows, each 
section is approximately 57 feet, 9 inches.  Mr. Straub added that it would create 
the potential to rent the stadium out to PIAA for playoffs in May and June.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 

8. Mayor Brosius announced that the Second Street Community Yard Sale would be 
held on June 4th.  Spaces will be available for $5.00.  Anyone wishing to donate 
items for the committee to sell may do so on June 3 and 4 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in 
the Second Street gym. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Council Meeting 
May 3, 2005 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation.   
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Donald Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Mayor Gretchen Brosius; Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Nate Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, 
Borough Secretary. 
 
Ten members of the public were present.  
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Scott Johnson stated that the intersection at Front and Duke Street is in need of 
repair.  Water lies in the street at the handicapped ramp, creating a hazard for anyone 
wishing to cross Duke Street.  Mr. Johnson talked to PennDOT and they cleaned the 
street, but the problem has not been resolved. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to call and write PennDOT requesting that they reexamine the 
intersection to find a solution to the problem.  Ms. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mr. Paul Ruane stated that the Hookie’s audit is in the process of being completed. 
 
Mr. Kyle Gautsch, a former member and coach of the Northumberland/ Point Township 
Swim Team, questioned why the Borough requested that the team pay for the use of the 
pool.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the pool had been told that they would need to recoup 
funding for the expenses incurred for the swim team.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the 
Borough does not receive funding for the pool like Sunbury does.  Since the pool has 
operated at a loss the past few years, the council asked that the pool management locate 
other means of income.  It was determined that the Borough could no longer allow 
organizations to use the pool facilities for free.  The swim team was provided with 
several options of payment.  They have decided to permit the pool to sell concessions at 
the meets instead of paying an hourly rate of $100 or charging 50¢ admission to the 
meets. Gautsch asked if the Borough would request additional funding for the use of the 
pool next year.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the current council could not offer any guarantees.  
One reason is because the members on council could change and another is that they 
cannot predict what the financial condition of the pool may be in the future. 
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Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. to discuss personnel issues.  
The meeting was reconvened at 7:24 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that no action was 
required.   
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reminded the council that History Day will be held on May 14th.  She 
thanked the volunteers and contributors for helping to make the event a success.  The 
Revitalization Committee is planning for a Block Party on August 6th in the downtown. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that Chief Fink has provided the council members with the monthly 
report.   
 
Chief Fink stated that the police department would like to hold a bike auction the week of 
Pineknotter Days.   
 
The Memorial Day Parade will be on May 30th at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Chief Fink stated that he is contacting the state about certifying the parking meters.  Mr. 
Straub heard that Sunbury and Shamokin employees were going to be trained in 
certifying meters this week.  Chief Fink will check on it. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that she would like to see the Borough purchase 10 new meters 
each year.  Mrs. Groninger moved to purchase 10 new meters. Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that the National Day of Prayer will be conducted on Thursday 
at 12 noon, in front of the Borough Building. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that she has given the water company all the 
information that was requested. 
 
Ms. Lark stated that the authority has televised the sewer line in Wheatley Avenue.  They 
will not need to do any work on the line.  One manhole was discovered that the Sewer 
Authority did not know existed.  Mr. Ruane informed Ms. Lark that Wheatley Avenue is 
to be paved with one inch of top coat. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

• Mr. Ruane reported that a new state code is being considered which will require 
that all properties be inspected for smoke detectors each time a property sells.  He 
suggested that a fee should be required to cover the administration of the law. 

• Mr. Ruane provided a revision of the plans for the Branchview Development.  
Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the plans for the Branchview Development 
Phases IV & V.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ruane 
explained that the location of the detention pond has been moved to a lower lot.  
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Mr. Ditton asked if the Borough’s engineer had approved the plans.  Mr. Ruane 
responded that he had.  Mr. Wolfe noted that the Northumberland County 
Planning Commission and the Borough Planning Commission had approved.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

• Mr. Ruane informed the council that four new homes are under construction in the 
Borough. 

• Mr. Ruane asked the solicitor if there would be a conflict of interest if the 
Borough prosecutes a landlord whose attorney is a member of Mr. Shoch’s law 
firm.  Mr. Shoch stated that he would speak to his colleague if the case should 
arise.   

 
Public Works Supervisor's Report 

• Mr. Nate Fisher was asked when the signs will be erected that limit truck traffic in 
the Borough.  PennDOT must provide approval and notice of where the signs 
should be erected.   

• Mr. Fisher was asked about the Borough’s ordinance prohibiting truck traffic 
• The crew has installed new waterlines at the pool and at the glass center. 
• Today, the crew caught a goat that was missing from Mooresburg for 10 days. 
• Mrs. Groninger asked that the crew check the pond each week and maintain it.   

 
Penn Valley Airport Authority 
Mr. Michael DeFeo, a resident of the Borough for two years, introduced himself.  He is a 
Cub Scout leader and an assistant baseball coach as well as a student pilot.  Mr. Troxell 
moved to appoint Mr. DeFeo to the Penn Valley Airport Authority.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee will meet on May 18th at 6:30 p.m. to review 
the budget numbers and planning the 2006 budget meetings.  They will also discuss the 
possible purchase of new chairs for the council chambers. 
             
Personnel  

• The committee met at 6:00 p.m. this evening.  They recommend that Larry 
Redington be hired as part-time code enforcement officer at the rate of $9.00 per 
hour.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to hire Mr. Redington.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
• Michael Bowman tendered his resignation as the Borough Assessor because he is 

no longer a Borough resident.  Mrs. Groninger moved to accept his resignation 
with regret.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  This is an elected 
position with the term ending December 31, 2007.  Mrs. Groninger’s motion 
includes the announcement that the position is opened and letters of intent from 
individuals interested in being appointed to the position will be accepted at the 
Borough Office until May 31, 2005.   
 



 4

Property 
Mr. Straub informed the council that the committee met last week.   
 
One topic of discussion was the Little League fields.  A representative of Little League 
was present at the meeting to express Little League’s interest in lease agreements with the 
Borough for the Pineknotter Park and Acorn Fields.  Two of the four teams who compete 
at Pineknotter Park are Little League teams.  Mr. Straub stated that he does not know if 
the Anselmo Trust committee will meet in time to approve the funding to purchase the 
bleachers for Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Straub will call the contractor to see if the bleachers 
will be removed this week.  If he is, the Borough will not have the money in time to make 
the purchase and Mr. Straub will contact Steve Hafer and withdraw the Borough’s 
application for grant funding. 
 
Second Street School 
Mr. Straub informed the council that the proposed donor has withdrawn his interest in the 
project.  A meeting is scheduled with DCNR for May 19th.  Mr. Straub proposed a motion 
to apply for a grant to fund a feasibility study for the Second Street School project, 
following a recommendation from DCNR.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Mr. Straub 
estimated that the cost to the Borough would be approximately $10,000 for the study.  
Mr. Wolfe questioned why the study should be done since money has been approved in 
the state budget to fund the renovations.  Mr. Straub stated that Representative Phillips 
told him that he is working on trying to obtain $750,000 from a different source for 
Second Street School.  Money remains in the General Contingency fund [$12,095.29] 
from the insurance money received for the fire damage and donations for the project 
[13261.53] are in the Donation Account.  Mr. Troxell asked what DCNR would have to 
do with the building.  Mr. Straub explained that DCNR could provide funding for the 
playground and the gymnasium.  DCED could provide funding for the classrooms.  The 
two agencies will work together toward funding for the building.  Mrs. Groninger stated 
that the committee would only conduct the feasibility study if absolutely necessary in 
order to obtain grant money.  She stated that the committee is requesting permission to 
use the money from the contributions and the insurance money, to fund the study, if 
needed. Mrs. Long added that this is the only way to move forward to acquire state funds.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that if this money is spent, there is still no guarantee and we cut in half 
the amount of money available for the building.  Mr. Troxell asked why the fire insurance 
money should be spent for the Second Street building.  Mr. Wolfe questioned whether the 
Kiwanis Club would want the donation money spent for a feasibility study.  Mrs. 
Groninger replied that the fire insurance money could be spent for the feasibility study; 
that if nothing is done with the Second Street building, the donation money could be 
returned to the Kiwanis.  Mr. Ditton stated that the insurance money has not been 
designated back to the Second Street School.  Some of the money was used for the 
cleanup.  The Borough pays for the fire insurance for the building.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
he would vote against the motion, not because he is against the Second Street project, but 
because he has lost confidence that Harrisburg is going to give the Borough money. 
Mayor Brosius reminded the council that there is someone who would like to rent the 
building.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the council has not approved anyone moving into the 
building; that it is still in the discussion phase.  Mrs. Long stated that if the Borough goes 
through the feasibility study for the grant process, more credibility will be given if the 
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feasibility study shows that the project is viable.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he would like to 
see progress be made on the project.  The only progress in five years has been a new roof 
on the building.  Mr. Wolfe feels that he and Mr. Troxell are concerned about the 
finances.  It has nothing to do with the volunteers’ commitment.  Mr. Straub said that he 
plans to meet with Representative Phillips during the summer recess.  Mr. Wolfe 
suggested that the council, as a group, invite Representative Phillips to meet and discuss 
the project.  Mr. Rees asked to have the motion clarified.  Mr. Straub stated that he would 
like to have money earmarked for a feasibility study before the meeting that is scheduled 
with DCNR on May 19th.  [Note:  The meeting has been postponed to May 26th.]  The 
study may require a year to be completed and Mr. Straub would like to get it started.  Mr. 
Straub amended his motion.  The new motion is to approve funding for a feasibility study 
for Second Street School, not to exceed $12,000.  Mr. Wolfe removed his second.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, 
and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Ditton, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion 
passed 4-3. 

 
Mr. Straub thanked Nate and the street crew for completing the waterline at the 
Recycling Center. 
 
Mr. Troxell asked if the cost for the sidewalks at the Second Street building is to come 
out of the Second Street fund.  Mr. Wolfe replied that money to replace the sidewalks 
was included in the 2005 Budget and will come from the General Fund. 

 
Mr. Ditton stated that he strongly opposes a lease with Little League for Pineknotter Park.  
He said that they do not obey the Borough’s rules and commitments.  The group violated 
the agreement at the park with Pepsi Cola by taping up the soda machines and selling 
their soda.  Mr. Straub stated that the agreement would have to include all the rules.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone would like to make a motion to pursue discussions with Little 
League to take over Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Straub moved to begin talks with Little 
League to schedule the games and pay the bills for Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Straub added 
that last year the Borough paid $591 toward the light bill.  Mr. Fister had approached the 
council with the offer to have Little League obtain a lease agreement for the field.  Mr. 
Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that the council go 
back to the original Pineknotter Park Committee and discuss what direction they would 
like to see the council take.  Mr. Ditton agreed.  Mr. Straub stated that last year Mark 
Nogle scheduled the games at the park and that he understands that Mr. Nogle was not 
interested in continuing to schedule the games.  He said that a representative from Little 
League, Mr. Swanger, attended the Property Committee meeting.  The committee was 
asked to consider an agreement with Little League.  Mr. Wolfe asked for a clarification of 
the motion.  Mr. Straub stated that his motion is for the Property Committee to pursue 
further discussions with the Pineknotter Park Committee and Little League.  Roll call 
vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion defeated 3-4.  
 
Mrs. Groninger asked what happens with the scheduling if the council does nothing.  Mr. 
Wolfe replied that the reason the topic came up, is because Little League would like to 
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enter into a lease agreement with the Borough.  The Borough Secretary stated that the 
scheduling for this season has been done by Brian Luden.  Mr. Luden called the Borough 
Office and offered to schedule the games for the four leagues that play at the field since 
two of the leagues are part of Little League.  Mr. Mark Nogle had stated that he would 
not have time to schedule the games and that he was not aware of anyone else on the 
Pineknotter Park committee who was interested in scheduling the games.    

 
Public Safety   
Mr. Ditton informed the council that the main topic of discussion at the committee 
meeting was with Herb Gottshall of the EMA.  Mr. Gottshall requested that the council 
replace one of the assistants who has not been active.  Two men have volunteered to 
serve as an assistant.  Mr. Ditton added that the committee is recommending that Gary 
McNeir be appointed as the Assistant EMA Director.  Mr. Ditton moved to appoint Gary 
McNeir as the Assistant EMA Director.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
The committee also discussed the training requirements for the EMA.  The three levels 
are Basic, Advanced, and Professional.  The Assistant EMA Director is required to have 
the Basic training which is provided by the County at their expense.   
 
Mr. Ditton recommended that an ordinance be adopted to establish regulations and 
guidelines for the EMA.  The Ordinance Committee will draw up an ordinance for EMA 
that will address numbers, terms, training, tasks, etc.  
 
The committee also talked about procuring signs that state “Road Closed” for when 
PennDOT is slow to erect the signs when the underpass floods.  Mr. Gottshall has talked 
to Representative Phillips’s office about getting the signs.   
 
Ordinance 
Mr. Shoch conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2005-1.  Mr. Rees moved to adopt 
the ordinance that amends Section 42-7 and addresses the elimination of garbage, junk, 
and rubbish, abandoned automobiles, and regulates dumpsters.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton noted that ordinances are not enforced, specifically 
prohibiting cars parked in front yards.  Mrs. Groninger stated that this ordinance should 
eliminate garbage that is on properties.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the final reading of the ordinance will be on June 7th.   
 
The committee will meet at 7:00 on May 26th. 
 
Streets  
Mr. Troxell informed the council that the crew needs a new truck.  They would like to 
sell three of the Borough’s trucks to help pay for it.  Mr. Wolfe requested that Mr. Troxell 
provide the Finance Committee with recommendations and figures so they can determine 
the cost. 
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Mr. Wolfe stated that Penn DOT is to pave Front Street by the end of August, with the 
water company installing new lines in June.  PG Energy is to replace gas lines on Orange 
Street in June, and the Borough will pave that street in August. 
  
Mayor Brosius noted the location of several potholes and requested that the crew patch 
them.  They are on Wheatley Avenue between Sixth and Seventh Streets and on Sawmill 
off of Hanover Street. 
                                                          
Old Business 

1. The Borough Secretary attended Sunbury's River Study Committee meeting.  The 
committee met with the consultants to begin the process of determining what will 
be developed along the riverfront in Sunbury.  A public meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 p.m. on May 10 at the Shikellamy High School.  

2. The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency has requested comments from the 
council regarding Priestley Place’s application for a federal low-income rental 
housing tax credit.  The council is concerned that the letter does not stipulate that 
the tenants must be 62 years of age or older.  The developers did not receive 
funding in the first round of applications; and have applied for this second round.  
The application is to house residents age 62 and older according to an agency 
representative.  Mrs. Groninger moved to write a letter to the Pennsylvania 
Housing Finance Agency requesting that an age limit be clearly stated on all 
correspondence relating to the housing application.  Mrs. Long seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

3. Mr. Wolfe announced that Mr. Ditton reviewed minutes of past meetings with 
regards to selling the trucks.  Mr. Wolfe’s motion to sell or auction off the 
vehicles had been tabled, so council had not formally agreed to do so.   

4. Mrs. Long stated that she had talked about the Main Street Program several 
months ago.  She is requesting that council provide names of individuals 
interested in serving on the Board for the Main Street Affiliate Program or on one 
of the four committees, Promotion, Design, Economic Restructuring and 
Organization.  The committees are the major components of the program.  
Without an adequate number of volunteers, Mrs. Long is reluctant to submit an 
application.  The applications are approved on a revolving basis. 

  
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of the April 5, and April 19, 2005 
council meetings.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked 
about the issue regarding unopened Wheatley Avenue.  An individual had 
approached the council to learn if she could use this roadway to access a lot that is 
situated behind homes on Eight Street and King Street.  Mr. Shoch stated that the 
Borough could abandon the property and the two adjacent property owners would 
be able to claim it.  If the Borough would want to sell it, and if it is worth over 
$500, the Borough would be required to put it out for bids.  If the Borough has not 
maintained the street in the past 20 years, the property owners could claim it.  Mr. 
Troxell explained that Wheatley Avenue is used by one of the adjacent property 
owners to access his garage.  It is believed that the stone was placed there by the 
property owner.  Mr. Wolfe said that the person who is interested in building on a 
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lot wants to know if she will have access to it from Wheatley Avenue.  She has 
not requested that the Borough pave the street.  The comment was made that this 
piece of ground could have a lot of water run-off.  Roll call vote to approve the 
minutes of April 5 and 19, 2005 - All ayes.  

2. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion. 
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $37,926.38; bills to be paid from the Shade Tree account total $3,115; and 
Liberty Splashland bills total $1,930.58. 

3. It was moved by Mr. Rees and seconded by Mr. Straub to transfer $11,986.00 
from the General Fund to the General Contingency Fund to repay a loan at the 
beginning of the year; $15,152.00 from the General Fund to the Liberty Pool 
account ($5,000 from PHEAA and $10,152 from the 2005 budget); and $1,852.97 
from the General Fund to the Shade Tree fund to reimburse the Shade Tree 
account from the Forestry Grant.  The motion also included the Borough’s 
donation in the 2005 budget to the Revitalization Committee minus the bill that 
the Borough paid to A Touch of Class Landscapes & Floral for maintenance of 
the pond in King Street Park.  The amount to be paid to the Revitalization 
Committee is $657.84. 

4.   Mr. Troxell moved and Mr. Rees seconded the motion to approve payment of 
$3,932.66 to Point Township for the PennDOT Highway Transfer Turnback 
money for Eighth Street and Cannery Road.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, 
Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger 
voted any.  Motion passed 6-1. 

5.   Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would hold a work session on Monday, 
May 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Council wished Mayor Brosius a safe trip to Europe. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Council Meeting 
June 7, 2005 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call  
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Brosius, Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
The seven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered at this time. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:03 p.m. to discuss personnel issues and 
issues regarding negotiations.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to proceed with negotiations as discussed in the Executive Session.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius stated that the following Proclamation was presented to Roy A. Kimmey III on 
June 4th.  She read the Proclamation for the record: 
 

Proclamation 
 
This proclamation is presented to Roy A. Kimmey, III, son of Carol Kimmey-Strouse, and a 
resident of 380 King Street, Northumberland, Pennsylvania, in recognition of his many 
accomplishments. 
 
WHEREAS Roy A. Kimmey, III is the valedictorian of the Shikellamy High School Class of 
2005, and the recipient of many awards and scholarships, including the 2005 Most Valuable 
Student Award and $64,000.00 scholarship presented by the Elks National Foundation; and  
 
WHEREAS Roy A. Kimmey, III is an Eagle Scout from Boy Scout Troop #342 at Christ 
United Methodist Church, Northumberland, Pennsylvania; and  
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WHEREAS Roy A. Kimmey, III is a talented musician who has performed in the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association's District, Regional and State Music Festivals and 
at the All Eastern Honors Chorus in Baltimore as well as serving in the church choir at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Sunbury, Pennsylvania;  and 
 
WHEREAS Roy A. Kimmey, III is a talented speaker who has excelled in both the Drama 
Club and the Forensic Club, winning many competitions; and 
 
WHEREAS Roy A. Kimmey, III has been a faithful newspaper carrier of The Daily Item for 
seven years; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE the Mayor and the Borough Council, as representatives of the citizens 
of the Northumberland Borough, do proclaim June 4, 2005, as Roy A. Kimmey, III 
Recognition Day in the Borough of Northumberland. 
 
 
____________________________  __________________________ 
      Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor   Bryan Wolfe, Council President 
                  June 4, 2005                                              June 4, 2005 
 
The Mayor extended her congratulations to Mr. Kimmey on his many accomplishments. 
 
History Day was held on May 14, 2005.  Mayor Brosius thanked those who participated to 
make the event a success.   
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Noelle and Bob Long and other volunteers for contributing to the 
success of the Second Street Yard Sale and Chinese Auction.  The Mayor thanked the 
community for supporting all of the events that were held. 
 
Kids Krafty Korner is planned again for this summer at the Girl Scout House.  The first of six 
sessions will be Wednesday, June 15th from 9:30 to 11:30.  Adult help would be appreciated.     
 
Mayor Brosius informed council that the meters have been inspected.  Only 38 meters have 
been certified; however, most of the meters failed because they provided more time than 
stipulated, not less.  The mayor asked about the policy for collecting meter monies.  She asked 
if one uniformed person and one non-uniformed person were to collect the money.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that the council would like two people to collect the money.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the parking meters could be fixed.  Chief Fink informed him that the 
person who inspected the meters felt that it would be more cost effective to purchase new 
meters.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the council had voted to replace ten (10) meters each year 
until all the meters were replaced.  Mr. Wolfe moved to purchase an additional sixty (60) 
meters this year at a cost of approximately $100 per meter to replace those that were not 
certified.  The money is to come from the General Contingency Fund.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Once the Borough receives the meters, they must be 
certified.  A state inspector certifies the meters at no cost to the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe 
amended his motion to pay for the meters from the Parking Meter Fund and General 
Contingency.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the amended motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
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Sewer Authority Report 
The Sewer Authority is planning to put a new manhole on Eighth Street.  Ms. Lark asked if 
Mr. Ruane would provide a letter from the Borough stipulating the height of the manholes on 
the streets to be paved this summer.  Mr. Ruane replied that they will need raised 1.5 inches.  
He will provide additional information to the Sewer Authority. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane informed the council that a drainage problem exists at the Front Street side of Café 
Belissimo.  A walkway going into the basement fills up with water.  He would like the 
Borough Crew to fill the area with stone and clean out the gutters.  Mr. Shoch recommended 
that the Borough post the property and send a notice to the owner at the last known address.  
Mr. Shoch will contact Mr. Ruane to discuss the problem. 
 
Mr. Rees asked if citations have been sent to the property owner for not cutting the grass at 
her home.  Mr. Shoch added that if the property owner does not cut the grass, the Borough 
may charge the property owner for the Borough Crew’s time to do the work and put a lien on 
the property.  A citation must be issued first.  Mr. Shoch advised that if the code officer does 
not have a current address for the property owner, he should post the citation at the location. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
No report. 
  
Committee Reports 
      Finance   

The September Finance Committee meeting is changed to September 21.  The other 
committee meeting dates are August 17, October 19, and November 16. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to allocate $10,000 for a new truck (truck may be new or used) to 
be reimbursed once the three older trucks are sold.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that one concern the committee discussed was what happens to the 
contract for the stormwater construction since the pipe on Fifth Street does not need to 
be replaced.  The Borough may change the contract by 25% after it is awarded.  A 
portion of Third Street was not going to be completed, but it can now be done since 
new pipe is not required on Fifth Street.   
Mr. Straub moved to purchase 10 leather chairs at the cost of approximately $90 each.  
Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe stipulated that the chairs will be paid 
from the “Miscellaneous – postage” account.  Roll call vote – Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, 
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Rees voted 
nay.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 

      Personnel  
One letter of application was received for the vacant position of Local Assessor.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved to appoint Cole Bowman, a resident of 777 Strawbridge Road, to fill 
the unexpired term which runs through December 2007.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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The Personnel Committee met with Nathan Fisher, the Street Supervisor, prior to the 
council meeting.   
 

      Property 
Mr. Straub stated that Lori Yeich, a representative of DCNR met with the Property 
Committee and Randy Yoxheimer, Supervisor from Point Township, to discuss grant 
funding.  In order to obtain future grants, it was recommended that the two 
communities apply for funding to update the current Comprehensive Plan.  DCNR 
would partner with DCED and provide 2/3 of the funding.  The Borough and 
Township would share the remaining 1/3 cost.  An estimate of the cost to the Borough 
is approximately $15,000.  Ms. Yeich also recommended that the council contact 
Larson Design Group to obtain a price for a Feasibility Study for the Second Street 
building.  

   
Mr. Straub met with representatives from the Fish and Game Commission to discuss a 
grant application for docks at the Point and at the Hanover Street launch.  The 
commission recommended that a new, wider ramp be installed at the Point.  In 
addition to the new ramp, a dock will be purchased, and stone placed on the parking 
area.  They also recommended that a path be made from the point over to the 
restrooms at the Pineknotter Park pavilion.  The suggestions for Hanover Street are for 
a new dock and a turnaround area that runs behind the Little League field prepared 
with stone.  The Borough’s contribution to the project will be to provide the labor to 
spread the stone on the parking lots and pathway.    

  
Second Street 
Mrs. Long stated that the committee received a great deal of community support for 
the yard sale and Chinese Auction at the Second Street building on June 4.  Many 
local businesses donated items for the Chinese Auction.  At this point, the group made 
$981.  Some items are being taken to an antique dealer.  Mrs. Long thanked those who 
worked to make the event a success.   

 
Mayor Brosius announced that a $25,000 donation has been received for the Second 
Street building.  The money has been placed in the Donations Account at NNB. 

 
VFW Building - insurance 
Mr. Troxell moved to approve the purchase of insurance for the VFW building at a 
price of $1,167.00.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

  
 Recycling Building 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee noticed that the electric bill at the 
recycling building is high.  Mr. Straub stated that he asked Nate to check if the heaters 
were on 220 volt or 110.  If they are on 110, they will require more electricity than if 
they are on 220.   

  
Public Safety   

No Report 
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Emergency Services Task Force 
The task force will be meeting with the two fire companies in the near future to 
discuss possible suggestions for replacing the current Fire Board.  The committee is 
considering a 5-member board with one member from each company and three of the 
members representative of the general public.   

 
Ordinance 

Mr. Rees stated that the committee will meet the fourth Thursday of the month, June 
23rd, at 7:00 p.m. 
The second reading of Ordinance 2005-1 was tabled. 

 
Streets  

The committee will meet tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m.   
 

Mr. Straub moved to send a letter to Point Township endorsing their request that a 
stop sign should be placed at 8th and King Streets and the speed limit on 8th Street 
should be lowered from 35 m.p.h. to 25 m.p.h.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Chief Fink stated that there have been numerous accidents at this 
intersection.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. 
Straub, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

                                                  
Old Business 

1. Mr. Straub moved to approve the 902 Recycling Grant Application which is for a new 
leaf vacuum, a new wood chipper, and for reimbursement of 41% of the 2004 truck, 
approximately $18,000.  41% is the amount of time estimated that the truck will be 
used for collecting leaves and yard waste to make compost and delivering the 
compost to the Borough parks.  The old equipment may be sold to another 
municipality once the new equipment is purchased.  The Borough will be reimbursed 
for 90% of the cost of the leaf vacuum and wood chipper.  Mr. Straub’s motion is to 
approve an application of up to $62,000.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

  
2. Ms. Long requested that council members provide her with names of individuals who 

are willing to serve on the Main Street Committee.  Mr. Wolfe stated that his wife, 
Jennifer Wolfe, is willing to serve on the committee.  Ms. Long stated that twenty 
dedicated volunteers are needed.  Funding is available at no cost to the Borough.   

  
3. Mr. Wolfe announced that newsletter articles are due on Thursday.  

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of May 3, 2005.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  PennDOT has been informed about the drainage problem at 
Front and Duke Streets.  A letter has been sent to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance 
Agency stipulating that a requirement for residency in the proposed housing complex 
on Priestley Avenue is that residents be age 62 or older.  Mrs. Groninger stated that 
the cost to the Borough for the Pineknotter Park ballfield  $1,446 in 2004, not just the 
$591 for the electric bill that was stated by Mr. Straub and reported in the May 3 
minutes.  In addition to the electricity, the Borough also paid for ball mix and other 
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items.  Mrs. Groninger added that the Borough also provides labor for the ballfield.  
Mr. Straub stated that the Pineknotter Park committee submits a budget to the Finance 
Committee for approval.  Mr. Wolfe called for a roll call vote to approve the minutes 
of May 3, 2005.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 
2. Mr. Rees moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  

One additional bill was added for $225.79 for taser supplies from Pennsylvania Police 
Supply, Inc.  The motion and second were amended to include this bill.  Roll call 
vote- All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $36,207.26; bills to be 
paid from the Liberty Pool account total $6,773.42.   

 
3. Mr. Rees made a motion to approve the subdivision for the Hock Estate.  Mrs. 

Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
4. Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the subdivision for Eugene Hoeger.  Mr. Straub 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
5. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the registration fee of $99.00 for Mr. Straub to attend a 

conference on June 21 and 22 at Penn State on composting.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of ordinary bills that are due before the 

July 19, 2005 council meeting.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  Council will be provided with a list of bills that were paid. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council would meet on June 21 for a work session and that the next 
council meeting would be on July 19, 2005. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the council would conduct a council meeting at the pool this year.  
Mr. Wolfe announced that the August 2, 2005 meeting would be held at the pool. 
 
The council will operate the hot dog wagon at Pineknotter Days from 6:00 to 10:00 July 5th.   
 
Mr. Felix Oshefski of 275 Fourth Street stated that mail was stolen from his mailbox last fall.  
The mail has not been returned to him because it was being held for the investigation by Sgt. 
Kriner.  Mr. Wolfe explained that Sgt. Kriner has been on sick leave.  Chief Fink stated that 
he would assist Mr. Oshefski.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Council Meeting 
July 19, 2005 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Darvin Straub offered an Invocation.   
 
Roll Call  
Council members present were Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” 
Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, and Jonathan Rees.  Others present were Tim 
Fink, Chief of Police; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Mayor Gretchen Brosius was absent due 
to recent knee surgery.  Mr. Richard Shoch, the Borough Solicitor, was absent because he 
was attending another meeting.  The ten visitors present introduced themselves.  
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Doug Hulsizer, representing the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company, 
requested that the council release tax funds that were collected in 2002.  In June, Mr. 
Hulsizer provided the council with a financial statement completed by a certified public 
accountant.  He explained that an official audit was not possible because the auditors did 
not have sufficient, accurate records.  He explained that different officers are involved 
and the records are being properly maintained.  He requested that the council release the 
funds and that the money be deposited in an account at the Northumberland National 
Bank for the new ladder truck.  This account is strictly for the truck fund and requires 
five signatures for money to be disbursed.  The company has contracted with Lewis, 
Danzig & Company for a 3-year agreement to provide financial audits.  The auditors are 
helping the fire company to improve their record keeping in order to produce a quarterly 
audit. The fire company has upgraded their computer system and has a new computerized 
cash register system.  They are also getting online.  Mrs. Groninger asked what funds 
were included in the financial statement.  Mr. Hulsizer replied that the financial statement 
includes all the funds except the truck fund.  The accounts that were included are the 
gambling account, the general account, the equipment fund account and the home 
association account which had two separate audits.  The truck fund is a savings account 
so Mr. Hulsizer stated that this account was not included in the audit.  Mrs. Groninger 
asked in what account the donations are deposited.  Mr. Hulsizer stated that all donations 
are deposited in the truck fund.  Mrs. Groninger asked in what account money is 
deposited for services rendered.  Mr. Hulsizer stated that since he has been treasurer, he 
has not received money for services rendered.  Mrs. Groninger asked if reimbursements 
are made for hazmat materials that are used.  Mr. Hulsizer stated that the company 
receives replacements for hazmat supplies that are used; they do not receive monetary 
reimbursement.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the balance sheet shows cash receipts in the 
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equipment fund of $17,268.  The ending balance of the equipment fund is $12,000.  
$7,300 was disbursed for the truck.  Mr. Hulsizer stated that the funding for the ladder 
truck is in a separate truck fund.  Mr. Hulsizer added that the company is now using 
Quick Books and is learning how to keep accurate records.  The $84,000 truck payment 
is due on November 1.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee would meet on 
August 17 and make a recommendation to the council at the September meeting 
regarding releasing the tax funds.   
 
Mr. George Geise explained to the council that he would be replacing sidewalks at the 
Northumberland Christian School and Baptist Church.  He questioned who is responsible 
to replace the curb.  Mr. Ruane stated that the Borough normally replaces damaged curb 
when a street is paved.  But Queen Street is not on the paving schedule for the next few 
years.  Mr. Wolfe advised Mr. Geise to attend the Streets Committee meeting.  The next 
committee meeting will be held on August 10 at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Mr. Mitchell Chaiken asked the council if the Borough would provide free pool passes 
for his family.  Mr. Wolfe stated that after the June work session, the Borough Secretary 
contacted various agencies and learned that the funding is run through the Red Cross.  
The Red Cross uses the funding for shelter, food and clothing, not for recreation.  Mr. 
Wolfe added that the Borough cannot provide free admission to one family, because the 
Borough does not have a policy to determine eligiblity for free admission.  Mr. Ditton 
suggested that Mr. Chaiken’s children could work to earn their pool passes.  Mr. Chaiken 
stated that the children are 10 and 14 years old.  He feels that since the Borough has a 
pool he should be permitted to use the facility for free since he can’t afford to buy a pool 
pass.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the council cannot give one family a free pool pass 
because then everyone would expect a free pass.  And the pool would not be able to 
operate without residents paying for admission.  Mr. Fisher stated that he saw Mr. 
Chaiken at the scene of a tractor trailer accident recently.  He said that Mr. Chaiken was 
riding an expensive mountain bike and had a digital camera.  Mr. Chaiken replied that the 
bicycle was purchased in 1991 and the camera is 8 years old and was a gift.  Mr. Greg 
Carl stated that he has run the pool for several years.  He stated that he has not been paid 
for the service that he has provided because he knows that the Borough cannot afford to 
pay.  He added that the pool operated at a $5,000 deficit last year and cannot afford to 
provide free admission. 
 
Mr. Scott Johnson reported to the council that the state is working to fix the problem of 
water lying in the streets at the Front and Duke Streets intersection.  Mr. Wolfe 
complimented Mr. Johnson on the new patio at the 101. 
 
Branchview Development 
Mr. Bill Roll informed the council that Phase IV in the Branchview Development has 
been completed and he is requesting that the Borough approve this phase.  Mr. Ruane 
stated that there is concern that a vehicle could end up in the ditch that is located at the 
corner of the intersection of Madison Avenue and Truman Lane.  Mr. Roll stated that this 
area is part of the stormwater management and if it were paved, the stormwater could 
cross Truman and run into the yard on the lower side of Truman Lane.  Mr. Straub 
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suggested that if a rolled curb were put around the house on the lower side of Truman, the 
water would be directed away from the yard.  Mr. Rees stated his concern that if the 
street were icy, someone could end up in the ditch.  Mr. Roll suggested that if a line were 
painted in the center of Madison Avenue, it might help drivers to stay on the road, and 
not drive on the shoulder.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the borough engineers be contacted 
to review the plans and the work that has been completed.  Mr. Straub commented on the 
path for the water to reach the pond.  Stone has been placed just off the cul-de-sac on 
Truman Lane, but does not extend to the pond.  Mr. Ruane feels that the water coming 
from the cul-de-sac could bypass the pond.  Mr. Roll stated that his engineers designed 
the storm water system and the Borough’s engineers approved it.  However, if there is a 
problem, Mr. Roll stated that he would fix it.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the engineers for 
both parties get together to determine the best solution.  Mr. Roll agreed with the 
suggestion. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
No report. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
No report 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the Code Enforcement Office activity for the month of June.  
He has sent out 17 letters to property owners in the 2nd ward to replace their sidewalks 
within 90 days.  He will be sending letters to property owners in the 3rd ward tomorrow.  
If not replaced, the property owner will be issued a citation and a fine.  If sidewalks are 
still not installed, according to the ordinance, the Borough may replace the sidewalks and 
bill the property owner.  Mr. Ruane stated that the conditions of the sidewalks will be 
reviewed yearly. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked when the gas company would finish working on the gas line on Orange 
Street.  Mr. Ditton stated that the Borough must pave Orange Street in September.  Mr. 
Ruane replied that the gas company has been working and the street should be paved in 
September.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council appreciates the work that the code office, the street 
crew and the police department does in the heat. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Fisher requested that a stop sign be erected on Westway at the intersection of Fourth 
Street.  Mr. Wolfe replied that this intersection could be added to the Ordinance to be 
voted on tonight. 
 
Mr. Straub asked if there is anything that can be done to Permastone Drive until the street 
is paved next year.  The crew will be making repairs. 
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Mr. Ditton thanked the street department for the work that they accomplished at 
Pineknotter Park.  He suggested that council members should attend games at the park.  
 
Committee Reports 
      Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee would be sending letters to the 
department heads for the 2006 budget requests.  The committee will meet on August 
17th at 6:30 and will discuss the request from the Hookies for funding. 

 
      Personnel  
      Mrs. Groninger stated that there is no personnel report.  However, the Mayor did have   

a report for tonight and Mrs. Groninger believes that she was to have picked it up. 
 
      Property  
      Second Street School Feasibility Study 

Larson Design Group will complete the study at a cost of $7,950.  Council had 
allocated $12,000 for the study at the May 3, 2005 council meeting.  The study is 
to take approximately two months.  
 

      Fish and Boat Commission 
A contract has been received for a $35,000 grant.  Mr. Straub stated that the 
representatives from the Fish and Boat Commission have visited the area and 
determined that additional funding would be provided to expand the parking 
areas.   
 

      Public Safety   
      The committee will not meet in July. 
 
      Emergency Service Task Force 

Mr. Wolfe anticipates that the committee’s July 25th meeting at 7:00 p.m. will be 
the final meeting.  The task force will work with the Ordinance Committee to 
develop an ordinance addressing the formation of a new emergency services 
committee.  The committee will work with the Finance Committee to determine 
the emergency services budget for 2006. 

             
     Ordinance 
      Ordinance 2005-1  

Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-1.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  This ordinance addresses garbage, junk, rubbish, and the placement 
of dumpsters.  The ordinance does not include vending machines.  Mr. Ditton 
questioned the definition of abandoned vehicles.  Mr. Rees stated that one 
abandoned vehicle is permitted, by law, unless it is posing a safety hazard.  Mr. 
Ditton requested that a clarification be obtained from Atty. Shoch.  The motion 
was tabled.  

       
     Ordinance 2005-2 
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Mr. Troxell moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-2.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion. 
This ordinance changes parking prohibitions on certain sides of the streets.  Roll 
call vote - All ayes.  A second reading of Ordinance 2005-2 will be conducted at 
the August 2nd council meeting. 

       
     Ordinance 2005-3 

Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-3.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  
Ordinance 2005-3 adds one stop sign on Jefferson Street at Madison Avenue 
controlling northbound traffic; one stop sign on Prince Street at 7th Street 
controlling westbound traffic; and two stop signs on Westway at the 4th Street 
intersection.  Mr. Wolfe requested that traffic studies be conducted at these 
locations before the August 2nd council meeting.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  A 
second reading of Ordinance 2005-3 will be conducted at the August 2nd council 
meeting. 
 

     Ordinance 2005-4 
Mr. Straub moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-4.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  
Ordinance 2005-4 removes the requirement of wire mesh in new sidewalk 
construction.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  A second reading of Ordinance 2005-4 
will be conducted at the August 2nd council meeting.             

 
      Mr. Rees announced that the Ordinance Committee would meet on July 22 at 7:00    

p.m. 
       
      Streets  
      No report 
                                                           
Old Business 

1. Mrs. Long announced that the Main Street Committee would meet on 
Wednesday, July 27th, at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers. 

 
2. Mr. Straub moved to adopt Resolution E-2005.  Mrs. Long seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote – All aye.  This resolution designates the Borough’s 
intention to budget $15,000 toward a joint Comprehensive Plan with Point 
Township.  Applications are being submitted to DCNR and DCED for funding 
toward the plan.  Each agency would contribute one third of the cost of the 
plan.  The Borough and Township would share one third of the plan’s cost.  
Estimates of $50,000 to $80,000 have been received.  Resolution E-2005 
follows: 

 
WHEREAS THE Borough of Northumberland and the Township of Point will be 
operating an intermunicipal, cooperative project to update a Comprehensive Plan dated 
December 20, 1985,  
AND WHEREAS THE Borough of Northumberland wishes to participate in said 
intermunicipal, cooperative project. 
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AND WHEREAS THE Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development makes available grants-in-aid to such projects through the Land Use 
Planning and Technical Assistance Program,  
AND WHEREAS THE Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
makes available grants-in-aid to such projects through the Community Conservation 
Partnerships Program, 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Northumberland hereby allocates municipal resources in the amount of $15,000 to said 
project. 
Adopted this 19th day of July, 2005 by the Northumberland Borough Council,         
Borough of Northumberland, Northumberland, PA  
 
A representative from DCED will be at the Borough on July 21 to review items to be 
included in the Request for Proposals.   

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of May 16 and June 7, 2005 as amended.  

Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  

Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $36,362.89; 
General Contingency bills total $3,142.49; Parking Meter bills total $3,400.00; and 
Liberty Pool bills total $2,500.43.  Bills that were paid with General Fund money 
before the July 19, 2005 council meeting total $5,900.13.   

 
3. Mr. Wolfe moved to transfer $12,922.78 for payroll funds from Liberty Pool Account 

to General Fund.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
4. Mrs. Groninger asked why the cars are being counted on Front Street between Duke 

and Queen Streets.  It was learned that Penn DOT is conducting the count. 
 
Mr. Wolfe wished Mr. Ditton a safe trip to Switzerland to attend his daughter’s wedding. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Council Meeting 
August 2, 2005 at 7:00 PM 

At Liberty Splashland 
Prince Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
  

Roll Call  
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Mayor Brosius, Richard Shoch, Borough Solicitor; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
  

Public Comment 
Belinda Albright asked what is going to be done with the Second Street building.  Mr. 
Straub explained that the council is considering renting the building out or using part of 
the building for a regional police force.  The gymnasium and playground would remain 
for recreation.  Mr. Straub explained that the council is going to be submitting grant 
applications to DCNR for funding to upgrade playgrounds at Second Street, Pineknotter 
Park, and possibly a new playground at Jolly Hollow.  Mrs. Long added that two yard 
sales have been held to raise money for the school building. 
 
Mr. Jim Buch informed the council that his business, Haubert Homes, has recently 
experienced storm water runoff.  The business is located on the Old Danville Highway.  
He believes the runoff is coming from the new development at Branchview.  He stated 
that it appears that the water is bypassing the retention pond and is running down to the 
Old Danville Highway and over to his property.  Mr. Troxell stated that he does not think 
the retention pond is large enough.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council has not yet accepted 
the development.  Mr. Ruane stated that he would be meeting with the Borough’s 
engineer on Thursday and has spoken with the contractor of the development who has 
offered to meet with the Borough’s engineer to determine a solution.  
 
Ms. Ruth Ann Bromfield stated that she is trying to respond to ideas and interest in 80 
King Street, the former Moose Building.  Last year, two plays were held at the building.  
She added that she is interested in having more community events at the building.  Mr. 
Wolfe replied that Ms. Bromfield would be welcomed to join the Main Street Committee.  
Mrs. Long added that money is available for an “anchor building” through the Main 
Street program.  The committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, August 8th, at the 



2 

Borough Building.  Ms. Bromfield stated that the building has a great deal of history and 
she would like to see it utilized for the community.   
 
Scott Johnson reminded the council that Lemonade Day Parade is planned for Saturday, 
August 6th.  He added that Mrs. Long has been working very hard to make the event a 
success. 
 

Bid Opening for the Truck 
Mr. Wolfe opened the bids for the new truck and bids to purchase the three borough 
trucks. 
One bid of $59,977.00 was received from Sunbury Motors Company to provide a new 
truck to the Borough.   
 
Bids received for the purchase of the Borough’s 1980 Ford F800 truck were $1,510.00 
from Ira W. Keister; $2,111.11 from Northumberland Motors; $1,000.00 from Richard 
Kline; and $1,000.00 trade-in value from Sunbury Motor Co.   
 
Bids received for the purchase of the Borough’s 1996 GM truck were $5,419.00 from US 
Property Outlets; $3,660.00 from Dansco Sales; $9,300.00 from Keith L. Ketchem; 
$11,827.00 from Ira W. Keister; $5,611.86 from Northumberland Motors; $4,000.00 
from Richard Kline; $10,752.00 from Keister Construction; $3,774.00 from Grace 
Quality Used Cars; and $11,000.00 trade-in value from Sunbury Motor Co.   
 
Bids received for the purchase of the Borough’s 1994 GM truck were $3,719.00 from US 
Properties Outlet; $2,760 from Dansco Sales; $8,200 from Keith L. Ketchem; $9,126 
from Ira W. Keister; $3,500 from Richard Kline; $9,752 from Keister Construction; 
$3,474 from Grace Quality Used Cars, Inc.;  
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that Sunbury Motor Co. was the apparent low bidder for the new 
truck at a cost of $59,997.00.  The high bidders for the Borough’s used vehicles were:  
Northumberland Motors with a bid of $2,111.11 for the 1980 Ford F800 truck; Ira W. 
Keister with a bid of $11,827.00 for the 1996 GM truck, and Keister Construction with a 
bid of $9,752.00 for the 1994 GM Truck. 
 
Mr. Troxell moved to accept the bids as announced.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
    

Mayor’s Report 
• Mayor Brosius reported that all the meters, except four, have been installed and are 

certified.  She asked if council is considering purchasing new meters that include 
cards.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee would like to review the costs 
for the meters. 

• Several representatives from the Borough, Point Township, and Sunbury met last 
night with Howard Dougherty to discuss the study for a regionalized police 
department.  Mr. Dougherty was hired by DCED to conduct the study.  He will have 
the report completed in September. 

• Lemonade Day is scheduled for Saturday, August 6th. 
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• A gentleman contacted Mayor Brosius about the restrooms at Pineknotter and why 
they are not opened all the time.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the council just put a new 
pump at the restrooms and the restrooms had been vandalized last year.  The council 
had decided that the restroom would be opened whenever someone rents the pavilion 
or when the ballfield is in use. 

• Mayor Brosius suggested that the council reappoint members to the Flood Hazard 
Mitigation committee to address topics that were included in the letter from FEMA. 

 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reviewed the letter that the Brinjac had sent to the Borough concerning 
the Sewer Authority’s Act 537 Plan Update.  The Borough is requested to provide copies 
of various documents.  Council determined that the Borough Office is to provide the 
requested information and charge the Sewer Authority the standard rates. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
No report 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Fisher reported that the crew has been patching Orange Street and Permastone Drive.  
Council discussed when Orange Street would be paved.  Mr. Ruane stated that the gas 
company is going to pay toward the paving.   
 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 7:40 and returned at 7:42. 
 
Committee Reports 
Finance 

The committee will meet the third Wednesday of every month through November.  
September 21 is when the departmental budgets will be discussed.  Letters have been 
sent to the department heads. 

 
Personnel  
      Mrs. Groninger reported that everything is going well. 
  
Property 

The contract for Boating Facility Grant has been received.  Mr. Wolfe asked who 
would be responsible for the road to the point.  Mr. Straub replied that in the future 
the Borough may apply for a grant to have the parking area and roadway paved.  Mr. 
Straub stated that the work to the borough would involve putting the docks in and 
taking them out.  Mr. Ditton stated that he would not vote to approve a grant that he 
has not had the opportunity to read.  Mr. Straub moved to accept the grant from the 
Fish and Boat Commission to provide parking areas at the Point and the Hanover 
Street launch, new docks for both locations, and a walkway under the bridge from the 
Point to the pavilion area at Pineknotter Park.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. 
Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3. 
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Mr. Straub stated that the Recycling Committee has met with 3 suppliers and plans to 
meet with another one tomorrow to get information about a baler and forklift for the 
Recycling Center.  He made a motion to approve advertising for bids for these items.  
The 2005 budget includes the Borough’s 10% share of the costs.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Public Safety 
     Mr. Ditton stated that the committee would meet on the last Tuesday of the month at 
6:30 p.m.  

 
Ordinance 
Mr. Wolfe announced the reading of several ordinances.  All have been advertised in The 
Daily Item. 
• Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-1.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  This 

ordinance addresses the removal of garbage, junk, and rubbish, and the placement of 
dumpsters.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. 
Long, and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.  [Note: 
This was the first reading of Ordinance 2005-1.  The second reading will take 
place at the September 6, 2005 council meeting.]  

• Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-2.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
This is the second reading of 2005-2, which changes parking prohibitions on certain 
sides of the streets.  Roll call vote - All ayes.  The ordinance will be effective in 30 
days.   

• Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-3.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  This 
is the second reading of Ordinance 2005-3 which adds stops signs on Prince Street at 
7th Street controlling westbound traffic; Jefferson Street at Madison Avenue 
controlling northbound traffic; and Westway at Fourth Street.  The police department 
conducted a traffic study.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted nay.  Motion passed 6-
1. 

• Mr. Straub moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-4.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  
This is a second reading of Ordinance 2005-4, which removes the requirement of wire 
mesh in new sidewalk construction.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. 
Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  
Motion passed 6-1. 

• Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-5.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  This 
is the first reading of Ordinance 2005-5, the Emergency Services Task Force 
ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the task force has met monthly since June of 
2004 and this is the end product.  When this Emergency Services Task Force 
ordinance is enacted, it will replace the Fire Board with an Emergency Services 
Board.  The Emergency Services Board will consist of five members, one member of 
each company to be selected by the general membership of company; and the other 
three members, residents of the Borough of Northumberland, will be selected by the 
Borough Council.  These three individuals may not be members of Borough Council 
nor the Fire Chief or Deputy Fire Chief.  Initially the terms will be rotating, 1-5 years.  
Eventually, the term of each committee member will be 5 years.  This committee will 
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be responsible for selecting the Fire Chief and one Deputy Fire Chief.  They will also 
be responsible for providing the council with a budget and for disbursing the funds.  
Mr. Wolfe explained that the Board would work with the fire companies to discuss 
what equipment the companies want.  The Board decides what should and should not 
be purchased.  Mr. Wolfe suggested to the Committee that the Board could approach 
the Council with a request that money be approved to purchase new equipment over a 
specified number of years.  The council would have the control to set millage rates. 
Discussion.  Mayor Brosius stated that a letter of support was received from the 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company and asked if a letter of support was 
received from the #1 Fire Company.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the #1’s endorses the 
ordinance because their representative voted for it.  Mr. Ditton asked about the 
residency requirement.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the Board would be comprised 
exclusively of members who live in the Borough.  The Fire Chief and Deputy Fire 
Chief must live in Northumberland or Point Township.  Mrs. Groninger related past 
history when individuals informed the council of various mandated “requirements” to 
become fire fighters.  However, the council learned that the requirements were 
minimal.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the Board would determine the minimum 
requirements.  Roll call vote to approve Ordinance 2005-5 – All ayes. 

 
Streets 

The committee meeting is changed to Monday, August 8 at 7:00 p.m. instead of 
Wednesday, August 10 at 7:00 p.m. because Mr. Rees is having surgery on August 
10th.  The meeting date will be advertised. 

                                                          

Old Business 
1. Main Street Committee – Mrs. Long announced that an introductory meeting was 

held on July 27th and a second meeting is scheduled for August 8th at 7:00 for 
those who couldn’t attend the July meeting. 

 
2. The Susquehanna Valley All Sports Association, Inc. submitted a request to use 

Pineknotter Park from August 12th thru October for fall baseball games.  Mr. 
Ditton moved to grant their request.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

  

New Business 
1. Mrs. Groninger made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $24,409.52 
while the Liberty Pool bills total $2,678.49. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to renew the Group Accident Policy at a cost of $771 for the 

annual premium.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

3. Mr. Straub asked when the damaged lights in the downtown and King Street Park 
would be replaced.  The Borough Office has contacted K & N Electric to replace 
the two lights in the downtown area.  Eastern Tree Company had told Margaret 
Weirick that they would replace the light that was damaged when the tree was 
taken down. 
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4. Mr. Ditton requested permission to remove the exercise stations at Pineknotter 

Park.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton so moved.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe announced that the Sunbury-Northumberland American Legion 

Baseball Team is competing in the State Tournament this evening.  The council 
will recognize the team’s accomplishments at a later date. 

 
6. Mrs. Long announced that Lemonade Day would be held downtown on Saturday 

from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. 
 

7. Mayor Brosius asked about plans to fill in and level the ground in the King Street 
Park.  The crew plans to level the ground and plant grass seed in the fall. 

 
8. Mayor Brosius thanked Mr. Carl for the time he has volunteers to the pool.  Mrs. 

Groninger added that everyone should make an effort to visit the pool to see the 
kids at the Sprayground and also to attend special events like the Lip Sync and 
Fear Factor.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
September 6, 2005 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation.   
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen 
Brosius; Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Nathan Fisher, Street 
Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Recognition of the Sunbury-Northumberland American Legion Baseball Team  
Mayor Brosius read a Resolution recognizing the Sunbury-Northumberland American Legion 
Baseball Team.  The resolution is as follows:  
  
Be it resolved that the Sunbury/Northumberland American Legion baseball team consisting of players 
Jared Auman, Matt Boop, Chad Brady, Ry Carman, Scott, Deibler, J. J. Ermert, Tadd Eyster, Derek 
Fisher, Jason Foust, Tyler Gross, Jesse Hoover, Dustin Johnson, Tyler Latsha, Kurt Leitzel, Brad Moyer, 
Kyle Snyder, Erick Tuomisto, Steve Weikel, and along with coaches; Don Leitzel, Rich Aurand, and 
Travis Fisher has distinguished itself in the following areas: 
 
Whereas, the team is sponsored by the Northumberland American Legion Post 44 and the Sunbury 
American Legion Post 201; and 
 
Whereas, in the first year as a joint team it achieved first place in the Susquehanna Valley American 
Legion League (SVALL) both at the division and league level, with a 20-2 record; and 
 
Whereas, the team advanced to the Pennsylvania Region 5 tournament winning that championship with a 
5-1 record; and 
 
Whereas, the team placed third in the Pennsylvania State Tournament with a 27-5 record for the season; 
and 
 
Now Therefore, I, Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor of the Borough of Northumberland, along with the 
Northumberland Borough Council as Representative of the Citizens of Northumberland, do hereby 
issue this Resolution as an expression of our congratulations to the achievements of the 
Sunbury/Northumberland American Legion Baseball team of 2005 and thank all those who 
supported the team in any way to make this an historic season. 
 
September 6, 2005                                        ______________________________________ 
                                       Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor       
 
Travis Fisher, Assistant Coach, presented the council with a framed picture of the team. 
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Don Leitzel, Team Coach, thanked the people who supported the team, especially the 
Northumberland and Sunbury American Legions.  He voiced his appreciation to the council for 
recognizing the team’s accomplishments and thanked Mr. Ditton and Mr. Daddario for attending 
their games and for helping to keep the field in great playing shape.  
 
Public Comment 
Six members of the public introduced themselves.  
 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich stated that she feels that residents should be cited for not cutting their grass.  
She noted that vacant lots are not being taken care of properly.  She added that one property 
owner only cuts the grass at the top of the hill and does not take care of the remaining portion of 
the lot.  Mr. Ruane replied that he will check the property but he has many other duties to attend 
to and is working a part-time job.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the borough’s solicitor has informed the council that the police department 
is responsible for enforcing the borough ordinances that have a fine or penalty.  Mr. Shoch 
explained that the Borough Code only names the police force as the entity for enforcing what is 
considered to be a summary offense.  He added that the Police Department may obtain assistance 
from the Code Office, but it should be the police who issue the citations.  Mayor Brosius asked if 
citations may be issued on the spot or if a warning must be given first.  Mr. Shoch replied that 
specific ordinances may have a time frame stipulated in the ordinance.  If the particular 
ordinance states that a letter be issued; however, once one letter is sent, subsequent letters need 
not be sent.  The party has been informed and may be cited without further warning. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that between the police and the code office, the violators should be cited. 
 
Mayor Brosius suggested that Mr. Redington could canvas the Borough and issue citations for 
ordinance violations. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that PEMA has contacted her to request that the community send 
personnel to Louisiana to join in the search and rescue mission.  Sgt. Kriner is slated to go if the 
local group is deployed.  Mr. Ditton stated that he thought that the Mayor had agreed that a part-
time officer should go.  Mayor Brosius replied that she had agreed to send a part-time officer.  
However, no part-time officer was available to go.  Mayor Brosius stated that PEMA had asked 
that two officers be sent but she did not feel that the police force should be reduced by two 
officers.  Mr. Wolfe stated that while they had preferred that a part-time officer be sent, he 
respects the Mayor’s decision.  Mayor Brosius stated that if the Borough should have to pay 
overtime, PEMA has informed her that they will pay the overtime.   
 
The Police Department is interested in purchasing a radar speed sign that can be mounted on a 
pole, next to a speed limit sign.  The sign can also count cars.  A sales representative is available 
to come to a meeting, if the council wishes.  The cost of one sign is less than $3,000.  The cost of 
a speed sign on a trailer is approximately $5,000.  Mr. Wolfe requested that Mr. Fink ask the 
sales representative to attend a Public Safety Committee meeting. 
 
Laura Owens, a student at Bloomsburg University, will be working as an intern in the Police 
Department. 
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Council members were provided with copies of the police department report for August. 
 
Mayor Brosius sent a thank you note to Susquehanna University for the sending eleven freshmen 
to our community on August 27.  These student volunteers helped by cleaning the Recycling 
Center, under Darvin Straub’s direction, and by weeding the bank and planting mums at the 
railroad underpass on Route 11, under Gene Brosius’s direction.  Mayor Brosius also thanked the 
two gentlemen for overseeing these projects and the Revitalization Committee for donating the 
mums.   
 
Mayor Brosius announced that the annual 9/11 Service would be held on Sunday beginning with 
music at 6:30 p.m. in the King Street Park.   
 
The Revitalization Committee is planning a Fall Festival in the park for children on October 29th. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane stated that property at 560 Queen Street has high grass.  The property owner has 
abandoned the property.  Mr. Wolfe moved that the Borough Crew cut the grass and a lien be 
placed on the property.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Shoch 
advised that his office would take care of placing the lien on the property if Mr. Ruane provides 
them with the information.   
 
Mr. Ruane informed the council that one resident plans to erect a wood furnace in a separate 
building on his property that will heat his home.  Mr. Ruane stated that the Borough Ordinances 
do not prohibit this type of heating system.  Mr. Shoch asked if the Borough has an ordinance 
that stipulates the height of chimneys.  Mr. Ruane replied that there is not.  A building permit 
will be required. 
 
Mr. Troxell stated that people are replacing curbs for driveways the correct way.  However, at a 
property on Hanover, above Front Street, the contractor did not replace the curbs and driveway 
correctly.  The property at Fourth and Orange Street does not have a proper curb.  Mr. Ruane 
stated that he is sending a letter to the former property owner because he obtained the permit and 
was to complete the work.  Mr. Troxell feels that everyone should be required to follow the 
ordinances.  Mr. Ruane stated that the Borough does not require inspections of the curbs.   
 
Mr. Rees asked if the top coat would be placed at the intersection of Strawbridge Road and 
Jefferson Street before school starts.  Mr. Ruane replied that the work will be done when Orange 
Street is paved. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
No report 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
No report 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned to an Executive Session at 7:35 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:48 p.m. 
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Committee Reports 
Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee approved disbursing the 2003 tax fund in 
the amount of $17,826.18 to the Hookies truck fund at the Northumberland National 
Bank.  Mr. Ditton moved to approve the transfer.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Paul Ruane II informed the council that the Hookies have received a grant of 
$107,000 to purchase new air packs and a new high-pressure system.  This funding would 
be for the entire department.  They may also receive a $4,000 grant, which must be 
matched, for education, jump suits, etc.  The company is determining whether or not to 
accept the grant.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee would meet on September 21 to discuss 
department budget requests.  Another subject to discuss is cards for the parking meters. 
   

Personnel 
Mrs. Groninger moved to reappoint Matthew Markunas to the Planning Commission to a 
term that ends 8/31/09 and Richard Hort to the Zoning Hearing Board to a term ends 
8/31/08.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

Property 
The committee is waiting on the paperwork from the Fish and Boat Commission for the 
grant funding for the Point and Little League dock areas. 
 
Mr. Straub thanked the Susquehanna students who volunteered to work in the Borough at 
the recycling center and the underpass. 
 

Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton stated that no one attended the last Public Safety committee meeting so no 
business was conducted.  The committee will meet on Sept. 27, 2005 at 6:30 p.m.  Mr. 
Wolfe requested that the committee review the Borough’s burning ordinance.   
 

Ordinance 
Mr. Rees announced that the committee would meet on Thursday, September 22nd at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that a second reading is required for Ordinance 2005-1.  Mr. Straub 
moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-1.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Straub 
stated the ordinance would be effective in 30 days.  Mrs. Groninger withdrew her second.  
Mr. Straub changed the effective day to 10 days from the date of the ordinance since it 
has been advertised.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, 
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. Troxell 
voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.   
 
Mr. Wolfe tabled Ordinance 2005-5 to be read at the October meeting since it has not 
been advertised. 
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Streets 
No report. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested that Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mrs. Long form an ad-hoc 
committee to recommend the type of street signs and the costs to the council for the first 
meeting in November.    

                                                          
Old Business 
1. Mrs. Long announced that the Main Street Committee would meet on September 15th at 7:00 

p.m.  She will contact the members.  The committee will go over the application and discuss 
ideas. 

 
2. DCED representative Elizabeth Hansburg has emailed an RFP for the Comprehensive Plan.  

Mr. Wolfe requested that the council discuss the RFP in two weeks at the work session.   
 
3. Mr. Wolfe asked if improvements have been completed in the Branchview Development.  

Mr. Ruane replied that the retention pond has been improved and Haubert Homes has no 
longer been experiencing water problems.  Mr. Troxell added that the improvements look 
very nice.  Changes are not yet made to the intersection of Madison Avenue and Truman 
Lane.     

 
4. Mr. Wolfe asked if the lights have been replaced downtown.  K & N Electric has been 

contacted to obtain and replace the lights, but have not done the work.     
 
5. Articles for the newsletter are due on Friday, September 16.  Mayor Brosius requested that a 

larger font be used.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the advertising rates are too low.   
 
6. Mrs. Groninger quoted from the May 19, 2003 council meeting minutes.  At this meeting, a 

representative from the Pennsylvania American Water Company informed the council that a 
new water tank would be installed in the township to alleviate the lack of water pressure in 
some sections on the hill.  She asked if the company could be contacted to learn when the 
water tank would be completed.  Ms. Lark stated that the company has started work in the 
township.  Mr. Shoch agreed that the company has met with the township and their planning 
commission to obtain approval to erect a new water tank.   

 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the water company is still interested in purchasing the Sewer 
Authority.  Ms. Lark replied that the water company is waiting for the studies that the Sewer 
Authority is having done for their permit renewal. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked what type of flood the facility can withstand.  Ms. Lark stated that the tanks 
were not submerged in the 1972 flood.  Part of the facility is in the 100-year flood plain and 
part is in the 500-year flood plain.   

  
New Business 
1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of July 19 and August 2, 2005.  Mr. Troxell 

seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The person requesting information about Second Street at 
the August 2nd meeting was Belinda Albright.  Her name will be included in the minutes 
under Public Comment.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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2. Mr. Rees moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $63,232.52 and bills to be 
paid from the Liberty Pool account total $10,857.37. 

 
3. Mr. Rees moved to transfer $7,297.11 for payroll funds from the Liberty Pool Account to the 

General Fund.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The final payroll transfer 
request will be made at the next council meeting.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe requested that the council discuss the Home Rule Study for Northumberland 

County and either endorse, or not endorse, the plan at the next council meeting.  If adopted, 
Home Rule would replace the three commissioners with a seven member board and full-time 
administrator.   

 
5. Mr. Straub stated that Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Long, and he attended a meeting at SEDA-Cog to 

learn about grant funding for Hometown Streets, Safe Transportation to School.  Funding is 
available for street lights in the park and replacing the bricks in the downtown street with a 
material other than brick.  Mrs. Long stated that preconstruction costs, such as engineering 
and design costs, are not covered.  The grant reimburses the Borough for construction costs.  
She stated that the railing and walkway at the underpass as well as the signage could be 
covered.  Gateway signage is covered but the program will not pay for street signs.   

 
6. A correspondence was received from PennDOT regarding the ongoing Pedestrian Crossing 

Research Project along Duke Street.  Various ideas have been proposed and PennDOT is 
requesting that the council determine which treatment would be the most effective.  Mr. 
Wolfe requested that the Public Safety Committee review the options and make a 
recommendation to the council at the October 4th meeting. 

 
7. Mrs. Long stated that the Community Resource Center at SEDA-Cog is interested in forming 

a volunteer group to help determine how Shikellamy State parks can be better utilized, as 
well as plans to develop rails to trails from Northumberland to Danville.  Anyone interested 
in volunteering should contact Mrs. Long. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council  
October 4, 2005 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Don Troxell, Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Noelle Long, and Darvin Straub.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Richard 
Shoch, Solicitor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
  
Speed Signs Presentation 
Mr. John Painter, of All Traffic Solutions, demonstrated a radar speed display sign and 
explained its features.  The $3,000 price for this sign is being considered for inclusion in 
the 2006 budget.  The price of the sign is under state contract.  It comes with two 
rechargeable batteries that last approximately 4-5 years.  The cost to replace a batter is 
approximately $60. 
 
Councilman Jonathan Rees arrived at 7:04 p.m. 
 
2004 Financial Reports 
Patricia S. Young, CPA, presented the council with the 2004 Financial Reports.  One 
report is the DCED report with an audit opinion included in the report.  This is in the same 
format as in other years.  The other set of Financial Statements reflects the change after 
implementation of GASB 34.  The funds statements remain the same as in other financial 
statements; other reports show full accrual – receivables, assets, and debts.  Small 
governments may stay with a modified cash basis.  The Borough’s statements consist of 
two activities:  governmental activities – general fund, special revenue funds – and 
business activities – pool account.  Municipalities should show assets, but are not required 
to obtain past infrastructure values.  Since the records include loans for improvements 
made in the past several years, the audit identifies assets that are related to the debts that 
are currently on the books.  Management’s Discussion & Analysis discusses the Borough’s 
financial highlights, summarizing assets, receivables and liabilities.  Ms. Young offered to 
return at a later date to answer any questions that the council may have after reviewing the 
reports. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council would vote on the audited reports at the next council 
meeting.   
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Public Comment 
Eleven members of the public introduced themselves. 
No public comment was offered.  
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned at 7:32 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:46.  Mr. Wolfe 
announced that personnel and legal issues were discussed.  No action is required at this 
time. 
  

Mayor’s Report 
• Mayor Brosius received a thank-you note from the Volksmarch walkers.  The 165 

participants walked throughout the Borough on September 10 and 11.   
• Mayor Brosius met with the Girl Scout Hemlock Council to discuss issues involving 

the Girl Scout Little House. 
• The Mayor presented the Borough with the new box car to add to the collection on 

behalf of the Pineknotter Days Association.   
• Police reports will be distributed to council. 
• Mr. Wolfe asked if a department policy will be put into place to handle the property 

issues addressed by the recently enacted garbage ordinance.  Mayor Brosius replied 
that she has discussed the new ordinance with Chief Fink.  The police have ordinance 
warnings that have been issued in the past if the property owner is not home.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked how the police will track warnings.  Mr. Fink replied that the police 
could track the warnings with a spreadsheet.  Mr. Wolfe asked why offenders are given 
warnings.  He added that this requires an officer to go to the property at least twice and 
also adds a clerical duty.  Chief Fink replied that warnings had been issued in the past.  
Mayor Brosius stated that some people will take care of the problem if warned.  She 
also mentioned a letter that was received from Mrs. Sees concerning a neighboring 
property.  It is difficult to locate this property owner.  Mr. Shoch advised that the 
Borough could place a municipal lien on the property to have it cleaned up.  The 
Borough would have to wait until the property is sold to satisfy the lien.  Mr. Shoch 
explained that if a lien matures or if the Borough must continue to take care of a 
property, the Borough can take legal action against the property owner to force a sale 
of the property to satisfy the liens.  Mayor Brosius asked if a citation should be given 
to a renter or the property owner when garbage is accumulating on a property.  Mr. 
Wolfe replied that an ordinance is being proposed that would make the property owner 
responsible to see that garbage is removed from his property.  The first reading is 
tonight. 
 

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
• Mr. Ruane informed the council that he has sent letters for the rental fee.  A citation 

will be issued next week.   
• Mr. Ruane stated that the grass and weeds in the culverts in the Borough should be cut.  

Mr. Wolfe replied that the crew should be taking care of Borough property. 
• Mr. Ruane showed photos of the pond at Branchview, which has been improved.  

Additional paving will be done at Madison Avenue and Truman Lane to rectify the 
drainage at this intersection.  Mr. Ruane expects Mr. Roll to attend the November 
council meeting to request that the Borough accept the new streets.  Mr. Wolfe asked if 
the Borough’s engineer would be coming to approve the streets.  Mr. Ruane replied 
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that the engineer has approved the improvements to the pond and that he does not feel 
it is necessary for him to review the intersection.  As long as the paving is completed, 
as planned, the drainage should be okay.  The engineer had approved the plans before. 

• G & R Charles will meet with Mr. Ruane the end of this week.  The paving will begin 
the end of next week.  In addition to Orange Street, sections of Depot Avenue, 
Wheatley Avenue, and Ropewalk Avenue will be paved.  The gas company has agreed 
to pay for one block of paving.  

• Jim Troup questioned if the Borough would improve the drainage on Empress Tree 
Lane because the runoff washes out his driveway.   

 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher reported that the state has completed paving on Front Street and Water 
Street should be done on Thursday. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark requested that the Borough inform her if any additional streets are added 
to the 2006 paving schedule. 
 
Home Rule Charter for Northumberland County 
Northumberland County submitted a copy of the Home Rule Charter to the council.  A 
Minority Report was also included.  Mr. Wolfe moved to endorse the Home Rule Study, as 
presented.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she has a problem 
with several issues.  The first is the fact that the cost is unknown.  If adopted, residents 
would only be permitted to vote for 3 of the 7 commissioners.  She is also questions why 
Northumberland is in the same region as Upper Augusta Township, which is across the 
river, and beyond.  Mr. Ditton stated that the Home Rule form of county government 
would eliminate 2 majority commissioners verses 1 minority commissioner, which is what 
a 3 commissioner board will always be.  He added that Northumberland does not now have 
representation on the board.  Mr. Ditton stated that the current commissioners are not 
administrators.  With Home Rule, a County Administrator would be hired to oversee the 
county.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the Minority Report mentions that there are only 7 
Home Rule counties in the state.  Mr. Troxell added that Northumberland County is 
comprised of two sections.  Mr. Wolfe stated that with a 7-member board, the vote could 
be 4-3.  Mr. Rees stated that the state mandates that a county has greater control as a Home 
Rule government, as opposed to the 3-commissioner form of government.  Under the 
current form of county government, the county may only decide matters that the state 
expressly gives to the county’s authority.  Under Home Rule, a county has the authority to 
control anything that is not forbidden by the state.  Mr. Straub stated that he feels it would 
be less likely that a larger group of commissioners would be able to put the county in debt 
like was done several years ago by two commissioners.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Chief 
Administrator would have seven people to answer to.  Mrs. Groninger discussed the 
suggested pay rate for the Chief Administrator, stating that if someone is hired to run the 
county as the Business Manager, he should be compensated adequately.  She feels that the 
$100,000 salary would be acceptable, comparing the salary to that of school 
superintendents.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mr. 
Troxell voted aye; Mrs. Groninger and Mrs. Long voted nay.    
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Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee meetings are rescheduled from 
the Wednesday dates to Monday, October 17th at 6:30 p.m. and Monday, November 
14th at 6:30 p.m.  

      
     Personnel 

Mrs. Groninger reported that the Personnel Committee met with the Mayor and 
they are in the process of talking with Chief Fink.  Mrs. Groninger moved to extend 
the existing Police Chief’s agreement with Chief Fink until December 31, 2005 
with a 4% increase, effective September 16, 2005.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger explained that by extending the agreement to 
December 31, Chief Fink’s agreement would be on the calendar year, the same as 
other employees.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

      
     Property 

The feasibility study on the Second Street building has been submitted to the 
Borough by Larson Design Group.  The study is on file in the Borough Office.  The 
study was completed by September 30th.  Mr. Straub requested that copies of the 
Second Street Feasibility Study be provided to the council. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked when the furnace was last serviced at the Girl Scout House.  
The Borough Office will check and schedule service if due.  
 

      Public Safety 
PennDOT Pedestrian Study for Duke Street 
Mr. Ditton told the council that Steve Mutchler, from PennDOT, presented safety 
device options available to the Borough.  PennDOT would be responsible for 
installing them; the Borough would be responsible for maintaining them.  The 
committee is recommending that the council approve the following options:  Two 
overhead bars with pedestrian crossing signs and LED flashing lights, one to be 
installed across the lower end of Duke Street for traffic traveling north, and one to 
be installed across the upper end of Duke Street for traffic traveling south (exact 
locations to be determined later); a special type of plastic heat-installed crosswalks; 
and green pedestrian signs to be posted along Duke Street.  The maintenance of the 
plastic crosswalks would involve replacing the sections of the crosswalks that are 
worn down by traffic.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve these safety devices.  
Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. 
Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Troxell voted nay.  
Motion carried 6-1.   
 
Mr. Ditton read from the report provided by PennDOT.  One recommendation in 
the report, described as a potential solution at a higher cost, is a traffic light at one 
of the intersections on Duke Street.  Mr. Ditton added that when the council met 
with PennDOT and Representative Phillips several years ago, PennDOT refused to 
agree to a traffic light.  At that time, Mr. Phillips stated that he would locate 
funding for a light.  Council discussed where a traffic light should be located, 
Third, Fourth, or Fifth Streets.  Mr. Ditton moved to request funding from Mr. 
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Phillips for a traffic light for Duke Street.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  The exact location will be determined once the funding is made 
available.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger 
voted aye; Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3. 
 
Mr. Ditton informed the council about the National Incident Management System.  
Mr. Ditton explained that the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 
conducts a training course online that takes 45 minutes to 3 hours to complete and 
is for people working with emergency management, firefighters, etc.  It is located at 
nimsonline.com  He added that approximately 90% of the Hookies have taken the 
course; the #1’s have not.  Mr. Crebs stated that the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) has stipulated that the course be taken, adding that if 
the Borough does not endorse NIMS, by ordinance, then federal refunds for 
national disasters and grant applications, beginning in 2006, may not be funded.  
Mr. Ditton recommended that council members go online to review the provisions.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to ban burning in the Borough.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
One member of the audience stated that by banning burning, more waste would 
accumulate in landfills.  Scott Johnson stated that he grew up outside of Sunbury 
and many people would dump garbage in the rural area.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 
problem is that people are not just burning paper; they are burning plastic and items 
that are not permitted.  Jim Troup stated that people in his former neighborhood 
used to burn garbage.  He noted that residents in Branchview may not burn as part 
of their deed restrictions.  Mrs. Groninger stated that her position has not changed 
in seven years.  Instead of enforcing the code, she feels that by banning burning the 
council would penalize those people who comply with the ordinance.  Mr. Troxell 
commented that burning barrels must be a certain distance from a structure and 
many are illegal and should be eliminated.  Mr. Wolfe added that 95% of the 
people follow the ordinance; and the other 5% ruin it for the others.  He suggested 
that council should examine the current penalties.  Perhaps by increasing the fine, 
and strictly enforcing the ordinance, the problems with burning could be reduced.  
Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Rees, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger and Mrs. Long voted nay.  Motion failed 2-5. 
 

      Ordinance 
• Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2005-5.  This ordinance 

establishes an Emergency Services Board.  Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt 
Ordinance 2005-5.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
• Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2005-6.  This ordinance 

establishes the Borough’s Emergency Management Agency and provisions for 
the organization.  Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-6; Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion 
passed 6-1. 
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• Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of Ordinance 2005-7.  He explained that 
the language of the existing International Property Maintenance Code is not 
clear about who is responsible for a property, the owner or tenant.  This 
ordinance places the responsibility for properties on the property owner, not the 
occupant.  Mr. Straub moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-7; Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
• Mr. Wolfe explained Resolution F-2005.  This resolution revises the Schedule 

of Fees and Penalties, establishing minimum fines to articles that had no 
minimum, as suggested by Mayor Brosius.  The minimum fine has been set at 
$25.00.  Mrs. Long moved to approve Resolution F-2005; Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
• Mr. Rees announced that the Ordinance Committee would meet on October 27 

at 7:00 p.m.  The Ordinance Committee will meet on October 27 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

      Streets  
Mr. Troxell informed the council that the new truck that was ordered from Sunbury 
Motors will not be available until February.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the bid acceptance 
can be made null and void since the truck will not be available for several months.  
Mr. Troxell stated that Sunbury Motors has a 2005 truck on the lot and 
recommended that the truck be rebid.  Mr. Troxell moved to rebid for a new truck 
with a stainless steel box.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The 
council will reserve the right to accept or reject any or all bids.  The bids will be 
advertised to be opened before the November 1st council meeting.  Roll call vote:  
Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted 
aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

                                                          

Old Business 
1. Main Street Committee:  Mrs. Long announced that the committee plans to 

meet the first and third Thursdays of each month. 
 
2. The Comprehensive Plan grant application has been submitted.  Mr. Wolfe 

explained that the council must vote on a resolution that determines who may 
sign the grant application for the comprehensive plan.  Resolution G-2005 
states that the Borough Council President is authorized to sign the grant 
application.  Mr. Straub so moved.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Straub requested that the council appoint him as the Borough Recycling 

Coordinator, explaining that opportunities are available through PROP to 
communities who have a coordinator.  Mr. Wolfe so moved; Mr. Troxell 
seconded.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
 New Business 

1. Mr. Troxell moved to approve the minutes of September 6, 2005.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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2. Mr. Rees moved to approve the payment of the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $58,493.78; General Contingency fund bills total $5,962.50; Liberty Pool 
bills total $1,635.71; Liquid Fuels bills total $9,821.25; and bills to be paid 
from the Parking Meter fund total $216.00. 

 
3. Mr. Rees moved to transfer payroll funds ($10,219.36) from the Liberty Pool 

Account to the General Fund to as the final payment for the pool payroll.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Straub moved to approve the Sunbury Christian Fellowship Church’s 

request to block off King Street from Fourth Street to Brickyard Avenue on 
Saturday, October 8th from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for their festival.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The church would be asked to provide the 
Borough with a Certificate of Insurance.  Roll call vote – All ayes.    

 
5. Mrs. Groninger thanked Chief Fink for posting the “School Opened” signs 

throughout the Borough. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
October 18, 2005  

  
President Bryan Wolfe called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, Don Troxell, and Bryan M. Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; 
Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Three members of the public introduced themselves.  
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Pat McPherson, a member of the Northumberland Fire Company No. 1 stated that there have 
been some questions about the new Emergency Services Board.  He feels that this new board 
will work much better than the old Fire Board and said that the No. 1’s is looking forward to 
working with the new board.  He thanked Mr. Wolfe and the others who served on the 
Emergency Services Task Force, adding that everyone did a very good job.  He is hopeful that 
there will be three good representatives from the community willing to serve on the board. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. McPherson helped to set up the Fire Department budget.  He replied 
that the Fire Chief had presented his budget to the Emergency Services Task Force and the task 
force had approved it.  Mr. McPherson added that he had submitted the No. 1’s budget request to 
the council.  Mr. Wolfe reminded him that the department budget would be coming from the 
Emergency Services Board.   
  
Mr. McPherson informed the council that Mike Hixson has been chosen to represent the No. 1’s 
for the first 4 months of the Emergency Services Board until the No. 1’s have a formal election 
on May 1st.   
  
Mr. McPherson told the council that the No. 1’s have lent one of their engines to the Tuckahoe 
Fire Company.   
  
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an executive session at 7:05 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 
8:07 p.m.  A personnel issue was discussed. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity of the code enforcement office for the month.  He 
informed the council that paving has begun today on Depot Avenue.  Orange Street was milled 
on Monday.  The paving will continue throughout the week.   
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Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Nate Fisher provided the council with a written report.  Mayor Brosius questioned why 82 
hours were spent on vehicle maintenance.  Mr. Fisher replied that work had been done on the 
backhoe, the chipper, and the trucks have been readied for leaf pickup.  Mr. Troxell added that 
this time includes work on all their equipment and also police vehicles.  Mr. Wolfe informed Mr. 
Fisher that the council is going to begin conducting employee performance review process and 
that Mr. Fisher is the first candidate.  He requested that Mr. Fisher meet with the council on 
November 1 at 6:00 p.m.    
 
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt the 2004 audit.  Ms. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Mr. Ditton informed the council that the cost of the audit is $156 per page.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked if the Borough ended the year with a deficit.  Mr. Wolfe replied that a 
tax anticipation loan was required to finish out the year.  It was repaid in March.  Mrs. 
Groninger requested that the record show that Mr. Ditton did remind the council that they 
are operating on a “credit card mentality”.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. 
Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  
Motion passed 6-1. 
 

     Personnel 
The committee is in the process of talking with the police chief. 
 

     Property 
Mr. Straub informed the council that thanks to Service Electric new flags have been put 
up at the white bridge.  The Kiwanis Club provides the flags.  Mayor Brosius received a 
memorandum from the governor that all state flags should be flown at half mast to honor 
the memory of eight soldiers killed in Iraq in the past two weeks. 
 

     Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton stated that the committee would not meet this month. 
 

     Ordinance 
Mr. Rees announced that the Ordinance Committee would meet on October 27 at 7:00 
p.m.  The committee will be discussing the code book chapters concerning Shade Tree, 
Housing and Electric.  This will be the last meeting of the year.  Mayor Brosius asked if 
the Borough has an ordinance prohibiting living room furniture on porches.  Mr. Rees 
replied that it is part of the garbage – dumpster ordinance. (Ord. 2005-1)   
 

     Streets  
Mr. Troxell announced that the Street Committee would meet on November 9 at 7:00 
p.m. 

                                                         
Old Business 

1. Main Street Committee:  Mrs. Long stated that the committee would meet on Thursday at 
7:00 p.m.  Ms. Long will be meeting with a representative from the state on Thursday at 
1:00 p.m. to tour the Borough and discuss the application. 
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2. A committee is looking into purchasing new street signs.  Mr. Rees stated that the signs 
are metal; however, they do not have raised lettering.  Mayor Brosius suggested that the 
street signs for the downtown area could be a more historic type.  Mrs. Noelle stated that 
the committee did consider a different type sign for downtown, but the cost would be 
about $4,000.  

 
3. Mr. Ditton asked how the Borough would get the police study report without submitting 

the audit.  The Borough Secretary reported that Mr. Phillips’s office was contacted and 
they learned that DCED had returned the study to Mr. Dougherty to modify part of it.  
Now that the audit has been approved, it will be sent to DCED tomorrow. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe asked if anything has been heard from the water company regarding their 

interest in the Sewer Authority.  No information has been received. 
 
5. Mrs. Groninger stated that the railings are loose at the underpass.  She has received 

complaints that crumbled cement is falling on vehicles under the underpass.  She 
requested that Mr. Phillips, Penn DOT and Norfolk Southern be notified about the 
condition and recommend that an inspector be contacted.  [Note:  Mr. Phillips’s office 
contacted Norfolk Southern.  On October 25, Mr. Minor Johnson, of Norfolk Southern, 
contacted the Borough Secretary to say that he has submitted the request to inspect the 
underpass to their Bridge and Building Division.  He also provided his telephone number 
and email address.] 

 
6. Mr. Wolfe asked if any information is available about the new water tower that is to be 

constructed in the township.  His house was without water during the power outage on 
Saturday. 

 
7. Ms. Long reminded the council that the Fall Festival will be on October 29 from 4:00 to 

8:00 p.m.  Activities being planned are storytime at the library, haunted fire truck rides, a 
costume contest, and free crafts for kids.  Anyone available to help or to judge is asked to 
contact Ms. Long. 

 
8. Mr. Troxell asked when the signs prohibiting trucks on the streets can be erected.  Mr. 

Redington is conducting the traffic study that is required.  The new stop signs on 
Westway, Prince and Jefferson Streets have been erected. 
  

 New Business 
1. Mr. Straub made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$12,517.10. 

Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council  
November 1, 2005 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Bryan M. Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Noelle Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, and Don Troxell.  Others present were Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor; Richard 
Shoch, Solicitor; Tim Fink, Police Chief; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Judith H. 
Groninger was absent because she was out of town. 
 
Seven members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered at this time. 
 
Branchview Development Phases IV & V 
William Roll, developer, requested approval for Phases IV and V.  Mr. Paul Ruane informed the 
council that Mr. Roll has completed the items that the Borough had requested, improving the 
drainage to the pond and additional pavement in the ditch along at the intersection of Madison 
Avenue and Truman Lane.  Mr. Ruane had spoken to Mr. Roll earlier in the week and requested 
that additional riprap be applied in the berm along the northwest side of Truman Lane.  Mr. Roll 
informed the council that Fairchild Brothers will complete this work. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to accept Branchview Development Phases IV and V.  Mr. Troxell 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Troxell, and Mr. 
Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 5-1.     
 
Bid Opening – Recycling Equipment 
Mr. Wolfe opened and announced the bids.  The following companies provided bids on the 
horizontal baler and conveyor:  Recycling Equipment Corp. ($55,590.00), BE Equipment 
($57,557.00), J.V. Manufacturing, Inc. ($58, 366.50), Winter Equipment ($59,975.00), and Ohio 
Baler, Inc. ($53,918.00).  The two companies who provided bids for the forklift were Forklifts Inc. 
(provided bids for 2 models:  Daewoo - $22.793.00 and Clark - $23.813.00) and Lifts, Inc. who 
provided a bid on a Toyota forklift at the bid price of $23.194.00.  These companies also bid on 
the cascade turner.  Forklifts, Inc. bid $10,998.00 and Lifts, Inc. bid $11,447.00.   
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The amount of the grant award is $85,000.  The Recycling Committee will review the bids to 
determine if all specifications have been met and Mr. Straub will present their findings to the 
council at the December meeting.  Mr. Wolfe tabled awarding the bids. 
 
Bid Opening – Truck 
Mr. Wolfe opened one bid for a new truck.  The bid was from Sunbury Motors for 2005 Ford 
F550 with an aluminum box, a plow and spreader at a total price of $58,247.  Council discussed 
the bid, questioning why it was just $1,730 less than the bid on the 2006 truck submitted on 
August 2nd.  The truck was rebid because the delivery date for the 2006 had been extended to at 
least February of 2006.  Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the bid from Sunbury Motors for $58,247.  
Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  The general consensus was that the 2005 
truck which is on the company’s lot should cost less than a 2006 truck with an extended cab.  Both 
vehicles included the plow and spreader.  It was also noted that the council had purchased the 
2004 truck at a cost of $49,297.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Troxell voted aye; Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. 
Straub, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion failed 1-5.  Council discussed what should 
be done, whether the 2006 truck should be kept on order.  Mr. Shoch advised that if the company 
could deliver the 2006, the council could still accept it.      
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius provided the council with monthly police report.  She noted that the department 
has worked to enforce the newly revised ordinances, adding that many residents have complied 
when informed that their properties were in violation.   
 
Council was given copies of a letter sent to Sgt. Kriner by a Virginia resident, recognizing his 
assistance at an accident scene. 
 
Police canine – Sgt. Kriner would like to have another police dog.  The funds to cover the $300 for 
insurance are in the K-9 fund.  Sgt. Kriner would keep the dog at home at his own expense.  Chief 
Fink stated that any funding required beyond the $300 for insurance would be raised by Sgt. 
Kriner.  He added that currently none of the police departments in Northumberland County has a 
drug dog.  Mr. Ditton asked about modification that may be required to the police vehicle.  Chief 
Fink stated that a dog cage would be required for the bag.  Mr. Ditton noted that in the past, 
complaints were received about the dog odor.  Chief Fink replied that the benefits of having the 
dog would outweigh the odor.  Chief Fink added that it would be valuable to have a police dog 
with the number of drug cases that are in the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe requested that Chief Fink 
provide any start-up costs to the Finance Committee at their November meeting.  Mr. Ditton asked 
why Sgt. Kriner is doing this.  Chief Fink replied that Sgt. Kriner has had dogs in the past and he 
feels that it would be valuable to have another one.   
 
Chief Fink requested permission to attend a class to learn how to repair guns.  The cost is for the 
course is $350.  The request was approved. 
  
Mayor Brosius announced that a new family restaurant is to open on December 1 at 95 Queen 
Street, the location of the former Café Belissimo.  The new restaurant, Daddy McFatty’s, will be 
run by Mr. Larry Tickle Jr. and Mr. Jason Letteer.  The mayor added that she welcomes them to 
the community and sends her best wishes for a successful venture. 
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Mayor Brosius stated that the Fall Festival was a success.  She thanked all the volunteers who 
donated their time and talents.  She also thanked the Number 1’s for providing rides on the fire 
truck ride. 
 
Santa in the Park is scheduled for November 28 at 6:30 p.m.  Decorating for the holiday season 
will take place on November 19 at 9:00 in the King Street Park.  On November 5, volunteers will 
be checking the Christmas lights at the garage above the Rescue Building.  The mayor thanked 
that Anselmo Community Trust and the Northumberland/ Point Township Revitalization 
Committee for their contributions to the Fall Festival and the Santa in the Park events. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the fire that occurred at the property on Duke Street on Saturday.  He 
has informed the property owner of the Borough’s ordinance stipulating that a percentage of the 
insurance money be held by the Borough until the repairs are completed.   
 
Mr. Ruane informed the council that the paving projects are finished.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 
paving on Orange Street does not seem adequate.  He questioned why the center of the street was 
not sealed.  Mr. Ruane replied that we don’t usually seal the middle of the streets.  Mr. Ditton 
stated that Penn DOT had sealed the center of Front Street.  Mr. Ditton added that at some of the 
places where the new paving ends, like at Brickyard Alley, there is not a smooth transition.  He is 
concerned that the street will be torn up if a plow hits it.   
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
No report. 
  
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee will meet on November 14 at 6:30 p.m.  Their 
goal is to pass the 2006 budget. 
 

     Personnel 
The committee will begin employee evaluations.  They had originally planned to meet with 
Mr. Fisher this evening.  However, since Mrs. Groninger could not be here, the meeting 
will be rescheduled.   
 

     Property 
No report. 
 

     Public Safety 
No report. 
 

     Ordinance 
Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-6.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  This is the 
second reading of Ordinance 2005-6 which establishes guidelines for the Borough’s 
Emergency Management Agency.  Herbert Gottshall Jr. is the EMA Coordinator.  Herbert 
Gottshall III and Gary McNeir are his assistants.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that if the ordinance 
is passed, these people should be reappointed so the record shows when their terms started, 
based on the new ordinance.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2005-7 which is an amendment to 
Chapter 23 of the Borough Code.  This ordinance looks at the current edition of the 
Property Maintenance Code and makes amendments for the Borough’s use.  It stipulates 
that the property owner is responsible to keep the exterior of the property maintained in a 
clean, safe, and sanitary condition.  Mr. Straub moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-7.  Mrs. 
Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
     Streets  
                Mr. Troxell announced that the committee would meet on November 9th at 7:00 p.m. 
                                                
Old Business 

1. Mrs. Long informed the council that she met with the new regional coordinator who is 
in charge of all the new Main Street programs.  Following his advice, the committee is 
in the process of obtaining non-profit status which should open up new avenues of 
funding.  The next committee meeting will be on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe announced that the council has received word that Jim Troup has been 

appointed as the representative to the Emergency Services Board by the 
Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company.  His term will run through 2008.  Mike 
Hixson will serve as the Number One Fire Department’s representative and his term 
will run through 2007.  Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Eben Gibbs, Dean Paul, and 
Judyann Schmidt to the three at-large positions on the Emergency Services Board.  
Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Mr. Gibbs’s term would run through 2006; Mr. 
Paul’s term through 2009, and Ms. Schmidt’s term through 2010.  Mayor Brosius 
stated that Mr. Gibbs does drive truck for the Hookies.  She stated that she feels he is 
an excellent choice.  Mr. Gibbs had been a profession fireman.  The ordinance states 
that a member of the Emergency Services Board must reside in the Borough, may not 
be a member of the Borough Council, and may not be the Fire Chief or Deputy Fire 
Chief.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the office would send letters to 
the members with a date for an introductory meeting.  At that time, the Emergency 
Services Board will schedule their meetings for 2006.  Mr. Wolfe also stated that the 
Board could conduct its meetings in the Borough Building. 

 
3. Mayor Brosius informed the council that while emptying the parking meters, she 

noticed that spraying the fruit has worked.  Instead of soft, rotten fruit that stains the 
sidewalk and vehicles, the fruit is very hard.  

  
4. Council discussed covering the parking meters for the holidays.  Mrs. Long moved to 

cover the parking meters beginning anytime after November 21, 2005 until January 1, 
2006.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mayor Brosius asked what can be done about the property on Queen Street that had a 

fire a year ago. She stated that the rear of the structure is opened to all the elements.  
Mr. Shoch advised that the owner could be cited under the property maintenance code.  
A lien could be placed against the property if the fine is not paid and the building is 
not repaired.  Mr. Shoch advised to send a letter to the owners, informing them that a 
barricade will be put up and requesting that they repair the building.  By taking 
remedial measures, it lessens the risk that someone may be hurt.  Mr. Ruane will take 
care of the matter.  
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New Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of October 4 and October 18, 2005.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Troxell moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.   

Mr. Wolfe asked which vehicle required repair to the transmission.  It was the Ford 
Explorer.  Mr. Troxell recommended that the transmission fluids in the borough 
vehicles be changed every 20,000 miles because of the type of driving done in town.  
The borough crew has been changing the oil in the vehicles.  Mr. Troxell stated that 
the vehicles should go to a commercial garage to have the transmission fluids changed.  
Mr. Wolfe suggested that the vehicles be taken to the dealership for maintenance.  Mr. 
Ditton recommended that the owner’s manual be followed for vehicle maintenance.  
Roll call vote to approve payment of the bills:  All ayes.  General Fund bills total 
$44,818.21; General Contingency Fund bills total $1,987.50; and Liberty Splashland 
bills total $377.93. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe moved to pay the Solvency Fee to the Pennsylvania Unemployment 

Compensation Fund.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  By electing to pay this fee, the 
Borough will be eligible to file an election to request relief from charges for 
Unemployment Compensation benefits associated with base-year employment that are 
paid to a claimant who meets certain criteria.  The amount of the solvency fee is based 
on the Borough’s gross wages for the last two quarters of 2004 and the first two 
quarters of 2005 multiplied by the 2006 solvency fee rate of 0.0011.  The 2006 
Solvency Fee assessed to the Borough is $533.06.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. 
Straub, Mr. Troxell, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Rees voted nay.  
Motion passed 5-1. 

 
4. Requests were received from two residents for handicapped parking spaces in front of 

their properties.  Mr. Wolfe asked if there were any existing spaces close by.  There 
are none close to the properties.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the goal is to alleviate a parking 
problem or to provide the spaces as a courtesy.   

 
Mr. Straub moved to install a handicapped parking space at 295 Orange Street.  This 
request was made by Mrs. Charles Frehafer.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  The property is located at the corner of Orange and Third 
Streets and several council members noted that adequate parking should not be an 
issue.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub voted aye; Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Troxell, Mr. 
Wolfe and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion failed 1-5. 

 
A second request was received from Mr. Harry Gavason at 715 Queen Street.  It was 
noted that this property is adjacent to a creek and that parking space should be 
available.  Mrs. Long moved to approve the handicapped parking space at this 
location.  No second was offered.  Motion failed for lack of a second. 

 
5. Mayor Brosius received a request from Pastor Rees at the Baptist Church for a 

handicapped sign to read “Handicapped Parking on Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.”.  Several churches have moveable, temporary handicapped signs.  Mr. Shoch 
advised that if a temporary sign is erected, someone could park at this location on 
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Saturday evening and not be aware that the parking space becomes a handicapped 
space on Sunday morning.  He recommended that a permanent sign with the hours 
stipulated would be preferable.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the Borough has received a written 
request.  Since none had been received, he tabled the motion and requested that a 
written request be submitted. 

 
6. Mr. Ditton requested that the Loading Zone sign in front of the Flower Basket be 

removed since the business is no longer in existence.  Mayor Brosius informed him 
that there are no more meter heads.  One was returned to the manufacturer, two are not 
fixable.  Council had purchased new meters; however there are still ten older style 
meters.  Mr. Wolfe moved to purchase additional new meters, at a cost of up to $1000.  
Mr. Troxell seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
7. Mrs. Long stated that more than 100 kids attended the Fall Festival in King Street Park 

on October 29th.  Approximately 35 to 40 of them participated in the Costume Contest.  
And that the firemen conducted about ten to twelve fire truck rides to Haunted 
Hollow.   

 
8. Mr. Wolfe reminded everyone to vote in tomorrow’s election. 
 

Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council  
November 22, 2005 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” 
Ditton, Judith Groninger, and Noelle Long.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Tim 
Fink, Chief of Police; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
  
Public Comment 
No comments were offered at this time. 
                                                          

Old Business 
1. Because of a delay in manufacturing, Sunbury Motors had informed the Borough that the 

2006 truck would not be available until February or March.  Since the Borough needs to 
have a new truck before the winter season and snow comes, Mr. Fisher went to 
Mechanicsburg to view two trucks that were available for purchase at McCafferty Ford in 
Mechanicsburg, PA as part of the state piggyback program.  Council discussed the 
differences between the two vehicles.  Mr. Wolfe moved to purchase a Ford F550 truck 
with an L-Pack from McCafferty Ford at a price of $44,290.00.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to purchase a spreader at Maust Garage for $5,430, installed.  Mrs. 

Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
3. Mrs. Groninger moved to purchase a plow from Maust Garage at a price of $5,561, 

installed.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

 New Business 
1. Mr. Rees moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton 

remarked that the paving job is not adequate and requested that the payment for the paving 
bill be held until repairs are made.  He explained that the new paving is not tapered in to 
the old macadam or bricks at the intersections of the alleys.  Mr. Rees amended his motion 
to pay all of the bills except the bill for the paving to G. & R. Charles, Inc.  Mr. Straub 
amended his second.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Council discussed how to handle the issue.  
Mr. Wolfe suggested that someone meet with G. & R. Charles, Inc. and request that the 
paving be repaired at the intersections with the alleys. 

 



2. The Borough Secretary is looking into the Election Laws to see who may be appointed to 
the 2-year council seat.  Mr. Wolfe won both a 2-year seat and a 4-year seat.  After the 
newly elected council members are installed on January 3, 2006, the council will accept 
applications from those interested in being appointed to the 2-year seat. 

 
3. Mayor Brosius stated that the cost to purchase the new meters exceeded the $1,000 that 

had been approved.  The estimate was for more than $1,400.  Mr. Wolfe moved to 
purchase the meters, not to exceed $1,600.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 

 
4. Chief Fink informed the council that when he attended the class to learn how to clean and 

service the police guns, the instructor informed him that the guns currently used by the 
police are not safe and should be replaced.  He was given a price to trade-in the old guns 
for new guns.  Mr. Wolfe requested that Chief Fink provide the council with the 
information by the December 6th council meeting. 

 
5. Mrs. Long informed the council that the PennDOT grant Hometown Streets Safe Routes to 

School was denied.  She stated that the state had approximately $1.2 million to award.  
Other municipalities were requesting four to five hundred thousand dollars.  The Borough 
had originally applied for approximately $46,000.  PennDOT had eliminated all but 
$20,000 for signage and landscaping.  Mrs. Long was informed that the Borough may be 
able to obtain money from the growing greener initiative.  They suggested that the 
Borough contact the county clerk to see if funding is available.   

 
6. Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council  
December 6, 2005 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, and Bryan M. Wolfe.  Others present were Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor; 
Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Tim Fink, Police Chief; Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, 
Code Enforcement Officer, and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Don 
Troxell was absent. 
 
Eight members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. David Angle informed the council that Mr. Rogers, a neighbor who lives across the street 
from the Naugles, had requested a handicapped parking space because his wife was handicapped.  
He stated that now both neighbors are handicapped.  He read a letter from Mr. Rogers’s doctor, 
James Patterson, M.D.  Mr. Naugle has checked where handicapped parking spaces are located on 
Queen Street.  None are located in the 400 block.  The Rogers live at 451 Queen Street.  Mrs. 
Groninger added that there are no handicapped parking spots in the 400 or 500 blocks of Queen 
Street.  Mr. Wolfe explained that, if approved, the handicapped parking space is not for their 
exclusive use.  Anyone with a handicapped permit may park there. Mr. Naugle replied that they 
understand that.  Mrs. Groninger moved to install a handicapped parking space at 451 Queen 
Street.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Mr. Pat McPherson stated that Coal Township has established a fee to install handicapped signs 
and an annual fee to maintain them.  This has slowed down the number of requests they receive. 
 
Mr. McPherson thanked the Borough Council and Mayor for doing a good job this year.   
 
Executive Session   
An Executive Session was held at 7:08 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 8:05 p.m. and 
announced that litigation and personnel issues were discussed. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to hire a non-civil service part-time police officer.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Long moved to approve an open-ended agreement with Tim Fink, Chief of Police, effective 
January 1, 2006.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius posed a question about tires that are in the police department that had been found 
along a borough street.  Mr. Shoch advised to place a “Found” advertisement in the local 
newspaper.  If no one claims them, the police may use them or dispose of them.   
 
Mayor Brosius thanked those who helped to decorate the town for Christmas, including the 
Borough Crew and students from the Northumberland Christian School.  She reported that more 
than 100 children visited with Santa the evening of his arrival at the King Street Park.   
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark presented a letter from the Northumberland Sewer Authority, recommending that 
Cammey Beaver be reappointed to the sewer authority for a five-year term.  Mr. Ditton so moved.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
  
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe reported that the Finance Committee has approved the 2006 budget.  The 
committee has been meeting monthly since July and the budget has been available at the 
Borough Office and online.  He reviewed highlights of the proposed budget which includes 
a 2-mill tax increase that will primarily be used for the Fire Department.  The budget also 
includes a $21 Emergency and Municipal Services Tax in place of the former $10 
Occupational Privilege Tax.  Mr. Ditton moved to approve the first reading of the 2006 
budget.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she 
knows the committee has worked on the budget faithfully and diligently.  However, she 
does not believe that taxes should be raised this year.  She questioned the increase for the 
Emergency and Municipal Services Tax.  Mr. Shoch stated that it may be possible to tax 
the residents for the Emergency Services as well as the people employed in the Borough.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that he believes the tax was enacted as a way of taxing the people who 
work in a municipality, not those who reside there.  He explained that other municipalities 
have increased the fee to $52.  The Finance Committee is proposing to increase the fee by 
$11.  Mr. Rees stated, for the record, that he does not approve a tax that is not based on the 
income of the individuals.  Mr. Wolfe reminded him that the vote to approve the budget is 
an up or down vote.  Roll call vote – Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. 
Straub voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 5-1. 

 
Council discussed transferring the Borough’s bank accounts from Omega Bank to 
Northumberland National Bank because NNB is offering a better interest rate.  Mr. Wolfe 
moved to move the bank accounts to Northumberland National Bank.  Mr. Ditton seconded 
the motion.  Discussion continued regarding the different accounts and having time to get 
them set up with the automatic withdrawals.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion. 
 

     Personnel 
Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Ann Roll to the Appeals Board to fill an unexpired term.  
Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  

 
     Property 

Mr. Straub asked that the council award the bid to Lift, Inc. for a Toyota forklift at a price 
of $23,194.  This was not the lowest bid; however the lowest bid did not meet all the bid 
specifications.  The bid specified that the controls must be on the dash.  Daewoo, the 
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lowest bid, had the controls located beside the seat.  Mr. Straub added that the salesman 
knew that this was a primary consideration, but was hoping that the recycling group would 
change their minds.  Mr. Straub moved to accept the bid, with the billing to come ten days 
after delivery of the forklift.  The delivery date is scheduled for March.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Mr. Straub stated that he is postponing the response to the baler bids until the December 
20th meeting, because the low bidder has not submitted a list of references.  The solicitor 
has recommended that Mr. Straub work with him to learn if this is a viable company with 
proper services for the Borough.  The cascade turnabout is being tabled until everything 
else is settled because at this point, the group does not have enough money to buy it.  They 
are about $2000 short.   
 

     Public Safety 
Mr. Gottshall has requested that men be approved as Fire Police.  Mayor Brosius 
recommended that the council wait to vote on their approval until after the Fire Companies 
have approved the names. 
 
Mr. Ditton stated that the committee would not meet in December. 
  

      Ordinance 
Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2005-7.  This ordinance provides for licenses for contractors 
who work in the Borough and set minimum requirements for proof of insurance.  Mr. Rees 
moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-7.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. 
Groninger questioned having to charge contractors who work in the Borough.  Mr. Ditton 
stated that this ordinance insures that the contractors have proper insurance.  By 
maintaining a list of contractors, the Code Office can see that they are informed of the 
inspections that are required.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
  
Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2005-8.  This ordinance accepts the additions to Madison 
Avenue and Priestley Avenue as well as Truman Lane, which is being renamed Reagan 
Circle.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee had indicated a desire to rename the street to 
the developer, but it was too late to change the plans.  He added that Mr. Roll did not 
oppose changing the name.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, 
and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 5-1.  

 
Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2005-9.  This is the ordinance that implements the Emergency 
and Municipal Services Tax.  It will amend Ordinance 267 which had imposed the 
Occupational Privilege Tax.  The ordinance also provides for a clause that the council may 
enact to exempt anyone who earns less than a specified amount.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he 
would move to adopt the Emergency and Municipal Services Tax with a provision to 
exempt anyone who earns less than $10,000.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mrs. Groninger and 
Mr. Rees voted nay.  Motion passed 4-2. 

    
     Streets  

Todd Snyder, a member of the Borough Street Crew, informed the council that the crew is 
having a difficult time plowing on Elliott Drive because residents park on both sides of the 
street and the truck cannot get through.  Mrs. Groninger asked if this had been brought to 
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their attention before.  Mr. Fisher replied that they did not have the problem before this 
year.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that residents on Elliott close to Strawbridge have 
driveways that slope down and they may have difficulty driving up the driveways when it 
snows.  Mr. Shoch suggested that letters be sent to the residents requesting that they park 
on one side of the street during a snow storm so the street can be plowed.  
 
Nathan Fisher, Street Supervisor, read a letter of resignation.  Mr. Straub moved to accept 
his resignation.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, 
Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 
5-1.     
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise for a new supervisor.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mrs. 
Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 5-1.     

 
Mayor’s Report (con’t.) 
Mr. Wolfe requested that the Mayor’s report be continued since Chief Fink was now present.  
 
Chief Fink informed the council that the police department can obtain seven new guns with a 
trade-in of the old guns at a total cost of $1,050.  Mr. Ditton moved to purchase the new guns.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the funding will fall under “Capital Expenses”.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mrs. Groninger was not present to vote. 
                                                          
Old Business 

1. Mrs. Long announced that the Main Street Committee would meet the first Thursday in 
January at 7:00 p.m. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe announced that the 2006 meetings would be advertised.  He asked if the council 
would agree to hold the Reorganization Meeting on January 3, 2006 at 5:30 p.m. instead of 
7:00 p.m. for “football reasons”.  Mr. Wolfe added that the Mayor would swear in the new 
members, the officers would be elected, and someone would be appointed to fill the vacant 
council term.  The council will approve the new committees and bills to pay and any other 
business that may be presented. 

2. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of November 1 and November 22, 2005.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mrs. Groninger was not present to 
vote.   

3. Mr. Straub moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mr. Straub asked Mr. 
Fisher if he had approved the coveralls purchased for a member of the street crew since he 
had also purchased coveralls last year.  Mr. Fisher stated that new ones were needed 
because the old ones were burnt from welding.  Mr. Straub noted that the crew now has 
leathers to wear when welding.  Mrs. Groninger returned to the meeting.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $32,964.08; Liberty Splashland bills 
total $133.09; and Liquid Fuel bills total $991.88. 

4. A correspondence was received from Penn DOT, requesting approval for temporary 
removal of bridge lighting poles on S.R. 11.  Mr. Ditton approved the request.  Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton amended his motion to include the condition 
that adequate temporary lighting be provided.  Mrs. Long amended her second.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.   
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5. A committee is to review the Borough Flood Mitigation plan on an annual basis.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved to appoint the Public Safety Committee to review the Flood Mitigation 
plan.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Executive Session 
At 9:02 p.m., Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would adjourn to an Executive Session to 
discuss personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 9:30 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe informed those 
present that no action was required, other than to say that based upon the council’s prior motion to 
advertise for a new street supervisor, the council would accept applications until 5:00 p.m. on 
December 19th and the Personnel Committee would meet that evening at 6:00 p.m. to review the 
applications. 
 
Mr. Straub asked if the office had received the contract from A.R.E.A. Services.  The Borough 
Secretary stated that the company has not yet been contacted. 
 
Mrs. Groninger requested that council thank Dan Berard for removing foul language that was 
spray painted on King Street, by the park.  She requested that a thank-you letter be sent to Mr. 
Berard for taking his time to remove the paint and offer to reimburse him for any expense he 
incurred.   
 
Mayor Brosius asked about the monthly meetings.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the first meeting of 
each month would be a regular meeting and the meeting on the third Tuesday of the month would 
be a work session, with a few exceptions.  The second meeting in January is scheduled as a regular 
council meeting.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council  
December 20, 2005 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud’ Ditton, Noelle Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Tim Fink, Chief of 
Police; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council members Judith Groninger and Don 
Troxell were absent. 
 
Eight members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Jim Troup, Chairman of the Emergency Services Board, requested information about 
whose authority the Fire Police fall under, whether it is the Fire Department or the Mayor.  
Mr. Wolfe replied that he felt the council should look at the code and request clarification 
from the solicitor.  Mayor Brosius stated that the ordinance stipulates how they are to be 
appointed and the council would go by the ordinance.  Mr. Troup stated that he has heard that 
they are under the Mayor and the Police Department as Special Police.  Mayor Brosius stated 
that she thinks that it depends who calls them out; if they are called out by the Police or the 
Fire Department.  However, she believes that they are under the jurisdiction of the Fire 
Department according to the ordinance.  Mr. Troup agreed that the ordinance does say that 
they are part of the Fire Department, but the Board would like clarification.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the solicitor would be consulted. 
       
Ms. Patty Young asked about the budget process.  Mr. Wolfe informed her that the Finance 
Committee begins the process in July to hold public meetings for input.  Ms. Young stated 
that she would be interested in learning how many people come in to look over the budget.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee meets monthly from July through November.  The 
meetings are open to the public.  He added that every department submits a budget and the 
committee determines the final numbers.  Mayor Brosius stated that the proposed budget is on 
the Borough’s website.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council has been consistent on how the 
budget is determined.  Ms. Young questioned why money is donated to the Penn Valley 
Airport Authority and the library.  She said that no money is given to the Northumberland 
Riverview Cemetery.  She stated that the cemetery needs money because the cemetery is very 
old and funds that were received years ago are being depleted.  They used to receive a 
donation from the Borough.  Mayor Brosius asked if the Cemetery Board had requested funds 
for 2006.  Ms. Young replied that they had not.  Mr. Wolfe replied that a letter would be sent 
to the group when the Finance Committee is beginning the budget process for 2007.   
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Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius thanked those who have volunteered in the Borough in the past year.  She 
added that without the volunteer spirit, a small community like Northumberland cannot exist.     
 
 
Committee Reports 
      Finance 

Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of the 2006 Budget.  He stated that the $1.171    
million budget is an increase of 5.54%.  He explained that real estate taxes would increase 
by 2 mills and the Occupational Privilege Tax of $10 has be changed to and Emergency 
and Municipal Services Tax of $21.  He moved to adopt the 2006 budget.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Rees stated that he does not agree with the entire budget, but 
would support it.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
      Personnel 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Personnel Committee met yesterday and will be 
interviewing four candidates for the Street Supervisor position next Wednesday evening.  
They hope to have a recommendation for the new council on January 3rd. 

 
Property 
Mr. Straub moved to accept the low bid of $53,918 for the baler from Ohio Baler, Inc.  He 
has been told that this is an excellent machine and has received recommendations for the 
company in Mechanicsburg that will service the machine.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
Mr. Straub informed the council that this afternoon a crew from the Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission was surveying the Point for the new boat ramp.  The commission will 
be installing a new ramp and the Borough will install the stone for the parking lot and 
walkway. 

 
Mr. Wolfe asked if Mr. Straub was aware of a grant that is to be awarded for Pineknotter 
Park.  Mr. Straub replied that he has no clue.  Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone knew who 
authorized the application and the criteria.  He understands that Mr. Daddario received a 
call that a grant is to be awarded for the ball field. 
 
Ordinance 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2005-7.  This ordinance stipulates 
that landlords are responsible for their property.  Mr. Ditton so moved.  Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe tabled the reading of Ordinance 2005-8 until the Borough receives the deeds 
for the streets. 
 
Mr. Wolfe conducted the second reading of Ordinance 2005-9.  This ordinance establishes 
an Emergency and Municipal Services Tax of $21 in place of the Occupational Privilege 
Tax of $10.  It also exempts any person whose total income in less than $10,000 per 
annum.  Mr. Straub moved to adopt Ordinance 2005-9; Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  
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Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Rees 
voted nay.  Motion passed 4-1. 
 
The council was asked to consider changing the ordinance that concerns the garbage 
haulers.  Section 59-9 D a currently stipulates that the collector displays the license 
number on each vehicle in 2-inch high letters and numbers.  This section is to be changed 
to read that the Borough will provide the collector with a form of license for each vehicle 
that is to identify the collector as an authorized waste hauler and the vehicle being 
licensed.  The collector will be required to carry the license in the vehicle.  Mr. Rees 
moved to have the solicitor draw up an ordinance to replace the current code with the new 
requirements and to advertise the ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.   The 
solicitor had explained that the council need only read an ordinance one time after it is 
advertised.  Mr. Straub asked if the Borough requires the collector to display the name of 
their company on the vehicle.  That is section 59-9 d b.  This section is not being replaced.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to advertise Ordinance 2006-1.  This ordinance fixes the tax rates for 
the year 2006 and will be voted on at the January 3, 2006 meeting.  Mrs. Long seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe tabled the discussion on the Contractors’ License Ordinance. 
 
Streets  
Several members of council will meet with the contractor to review the paving on Orange 
Street. 

                                              
Old Business 
1. Mrs. Long stated that the Main Street Committee would meet on January 5th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Mr. Wolfe stated according to the state, the Borough did not properly define the police 

chief’s managerial duties.  Mr. Wolfe understands that the police unit clarification is being 
handled by the attorney who handled the stipulation.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the chief 
position had been removed from the police contract and due to a technicality, the 
clarification is needed.  

 
3. Mr. Straub made a motion to move the Borough’s bank accounts from Omega Bank to 

Northumberland National Bank. 
 
4. The Borough Secretary informed the council that Mr. Ruane, Mr. Shoch and she were at a 

hearing at District Justice Bolton’s office that morning for a landlord who had not paid his 
annual rental fees.  Mr. Bolton ruled in the Borough’s favor; however, the landlord has 30 
days to appeal. 

  
 New Business 
1. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  Additional bills were 

submitted for $106 from Rogers Uniforms and $452 from Schick’s Garage.  Payment for 
these bills was included in the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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2. Mr. Wolfe informed the council that he had been on WKOK last week to discuss Borough 
topics, including the 2006 budget and the vacancy for street supervisor.  The radio station 
will tape an hour discussion of the Borough Council and Mayor in February for the 
Roundtable program that airs on Sundays. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe stated that the articles for the next newsletters are due on January 6th.  He 

requested that Mr. Frank Wetzel provide the office with his bio so an article about him can 
be included in the newsletter. 

 
4. Chief Fink has obtained three quotes for ballistic vests.  Since the current vests are 

defective, the department will be given credit for seven vests.  The cost of $600 each for 
the new vests is $200 less than the credit issued for the defective vests so an eighth vest 
could be purchased for $400.  Mr. Wolfe moved to purchase the additional vest at a cost 
of $400.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Chief Fink informed the council that the department has received the new guns.  Once the 

officers have qualified with the new guns, the old guns will be returned. 
 
Mayor Brosius wished the community a Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday.  

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that this would have been Mr. Troxell’s last council meeting and he wishes 
him well.  The Mayor also voiced appreciation to Mr. Troxell for his service to the 
community and her hope that he will continue to serve the Borough in other capacities. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Reorganization Meeting 
January 3, 2006 

  
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton and Judith H. Groninger. 
 
Mayor Brosius conducted the swearing in of the new council members, Jonathan D. Rees, 
Darvin Straub, Frank E. Wetzel, and Bryan M. Wolfe, and the tax collector, James J. 
Snyder Jr.   
 
Others present were Mayor Brosius; Richard Shoch, solicitor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; 
Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
Council Elections 
Mayor Brosius asked for nominations for the office of Council President.  Mr. Rees 
nominated Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger moved to 
close the nominations.  Mr. Wolfe was named the Council President. 
 
Mayor Brosius turned the meeting over to Mr. Wolfe who expressed his appreciation to the 
council for allowing him to continue in this position.    
 
Mr. Wolfe requested nominations for Vice President.  Mrs. Groninger moved to nominate 
Dr. Charles Ditton to the office of Council Vice President.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Rees moved to close the nominations.  Dr. Ditton was named the council 
Vice President.  Dr. Ditton commented that he feels that things have been going great, the 
council has gotten a lot accomplished, and he hopes that they can continue since there is a 
lot to be done. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked for nominations for Chairman Pro Tem.  He explained that the person 
elected to this position would chair the council meeting in the event that the President and 
Vice President are absent.  Mrs. Groninger moved to nominate Darvin Straub to the office 
of Chairman Pro Tem.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton moved to close the 
nominations.  Mr. Straub was named the Chairman Pro Tem. 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that in November, he was elected to a four year term and a two year 
term to council.  The two year term is now vacant.  Two applicants applied.  One was 
submitted to the council by the December 27th deadline; the other was submitted on 
December 29th.  Mr. Wolfe asked for a nomination for Noelle Long.  Mrs. Groninger so 
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moved.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Dr. Ditton moved to close the nominations.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mrs. Long was sworn in by Mayor Brosius. 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained to Dave Whipple that because his application was submitted too late, 
the council couldn’t consider him.  But he suggested that Mr. Whipple become involved in 
any of the committees, such as recreation or Second Street, and suggested that, if a seat 
becomes vacant in the future, Mr. Whipple should apply. 
 
New Committee Appointments for 2006/2007 
Mr. Wolfe submitted the new committee chairmen and members for the council’s 
approval.  They are as follows: 
Finance:  Mr. Wolfe, Chairman, Mr. Ditton and Mr. Rees 
Personnel:  Mrs. Groninger, Chairman, Mr. Ditton and Mr. Wolfe 
Property:  Mr. Rees, Chairman, Mrs. Long and Mr. Wetzel 
Public Safety:  Mr. Ditton, Chairman, Mr. Straub and Mr. Wetzel 
Streets:  Mr. Straub, Chairman, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Rees 
Recreation:  Mrs. Long, Chairman, Mr. Straub and Mr. Wolfe 
 
Mr. Straub was appointed as the council representative to the Second Street Community 
Center Committee. 
 
The following council members were appointed to the negotiating committees: 
Police:  Mrs. Long, Chairman, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Straub 
Teamsters:  Mr. Rees, Chairman, Mr. Ditton and Mr. Wolfe 
 
Mr. Wetzel was appointed as the council representative to the Northumberland Sewer 
Authority and the Planning Commission. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if there were any questions or concerns.   
Mrs. Long stated that she does not feel comfortable chairing the police negotiation 
committee since she has never negotiated contracts.  Mr. Wolfe asked if Mr. Straub or Mrs. 
Groninger wished to serve as chairman.  Mr. Straub agreed to do so. 
 
Council discussed the committee meeting times.   
The Recreation Committee will meet on the fourth Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 
The Streets Committee will meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
The other committees will meet the same times as before:  Finance – 2nd Wednesday at 
6:30; Public Safety – 4th Tuesday at 6:30; and Property – 4th Tuesday at 7:30.  The 
Personnel Committee meets as needed. 
 
Mrs. Long moved to approve the committee assignments; Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Public Comment 
None offered. 
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Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 5:45 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened 
at 6:10 p.m.  Personnel and litigation issues were discussed. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested a motion to hire a candidate for a part-time police officer at a rate of 
$15 per hour.  This individual has over 20 years of experience.  Mr. Rees so moved; Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to provide $2.00 per hour raises for part-time police officers Mike 
Vognetz, Kelly Fisher, and Doug Van der Pool; and $1.00 per hour raise for part-time 
officer Larry Redington.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Personnel Committee interviewed 4 candidates for the vacant 
Street Supervisor position.  He requested a motion to hire Thomas Slodysko to the full-
time position. Mrs. Groninger moved to hire Tom Slodysko and Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Wolfe added that the starting salary would be $30,000 per year and the 
current health benefits at a cost of just under $11,000 would be part of the package.  Mr. 
Slodysko can assume the position tomorrow, January 4th.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Personnel Committee reviewed the 16 applications on 
December 19 and interviewed 4 candidates on December 28.  She said that the committee 
was pleased that these people applied for the position.  Letters will be sent to the other 
applicants thanking them for their interest.  She welcomed Mr. Slodysko to his new 
position. 
 
Mr. Rees moved to reappoint Jan Bowman, Jane Ressler, Paul Ruane and Richard Shoch in 
their respective positions with the Borough.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to appoint the following Fire Police:  Herbert W. Gottshall, Jr., Herbert 
W. Gottshall, III, Gary McNeir, Jon Apple, Tom Cropf, William Farone, and Michael 
Hllywa to a one-year term.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that all but 
Mr. Hllywa had been appointed to a two-year term last January.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Mayor Brosius asked if all of the Fire Police needed to be sworn in again, since all but Mr. 
Hllywa had been sworn in last year and their terms are not yet up.  She explained that they 
had served as representatives of a different fire company.  Mr. Wolfe asked the solicitor to 
review the ordinance that establishes the Fire Police because it is not clear under whose 
jurisdiction they serve; the fire department, police or mayor.  Mr. Shoch agreed to review 
the ordinance.  He stated that if their terms had not expired, they would not need to be 
sworn in again. 
 
Ordinances and Resolutions 

Ordinance 2006-1 
Mr. Wolfe explained that Ordinance 2006-1 sets the tax rates as specified in the 
approved budget of 2006.  General Revenue taxes are set at 13.45 mills; Debt 
service at 2.675 mills; Equipment for Fire purposes at 2 mills; Special Road Fund 
at 2.5 mills; and Recreation at .600 mills.  Mr. Straub moved to adopt Ordinance 
2006-1.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  The ordinance was duly advertised.  Roll 
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call vote:  Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Long, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Rees, and Mr. 
Straub voted aye; Dr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
Ordinance 2006-2 
Mr. Wolfe explained that this ordinance amends Waste Management 59-9 D 3 a 
and 59-9 D 3 c.  This section of the code requires that the waste haulers have 
License numbers fixed to their trucks.  The amended ordinance requires that the 
haulers carry a borough-supplied license in each truck.  Mr. Rees moved to adopt 
Ordinance 2006-2.  Dr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the 
haulers pay for each vehicle.  She was informed that the fee is currently $30 per 
year for each vehicle.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Ordinance 2006-3 
Mr. Wolfe stated that this ordinance accepts deeds of dedication for a public street 
in the Borough of Northumberland to be known as Reagan Circle and additions to 
Priestley Avenue and Madison Avenue.  He added that Reagan Circle and the 
addition to Madison Avenue are in Phase IV of the Branchview Development.  Mr. 
Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2006-3; Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Resolution A-2006 
Mr. Wolfe explained that this is the schedule of Fees and Penalties for 2006.  He 
reviewed the changes from 2005.  The mailing fee increased to $3.00 from $2.75; 
the daily rates for Liberty Pool fees have increased to the closest dollar; and the last 
page sets the fines that are collected under the Pennsylvania Crimes Code and 
Vehicle Law Handbook.  Mr. Wetzel moved to adopt Resolution A-2006; Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The fines on the last page are fines 
that are given for parking violations and are increased from $5.00 to $15.00 for 
violations such as parking in a handicapped space, parking too close to a stop sign 
or fire hydrant.  Only overtime parking at a parking meter remains at $5.00.  All 
fines increase to $20.00 if not paid within 24 hours.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Resolution B-2006 
Mr. Wolfe explained that last year, the council determined to move the Borough’s 
bank accounts from Omega Bank to Northumberland National Bank in order to 
obtain better interest rates.  This resolution approves Corporate Authorization to the 
Northumberland National Bank and authorizes Bryan Wolfe, Charles Ditton, Janice 
Bowman and Jane Ressler to sign the Borough checks.  Two signatures are 
required.  Mrs. Long moved to adopt Resolution B-2006; Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
                                              
  

New Business 
1. Dr. Ditton moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 

motion.  Dr. Ditton asked how many batteries were purchased for $97.22.  Chief 
Fink replied that it was for a case of 100, 9-volt batteries for the parking meters.  
Mr. Rees stated that he and Dr. Ditton met with representatives from G & R 
Charles and have agreed to remit payment based on their discussion.  Mr. Wolfe 
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explained that the council is not happy with the all of the paving on Orange Street 
but that we are working with the company.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be 
paid from the General Fund total $4,079.60; Bills to be paid from the Parking 
Meter fund total $97.22; and the bill from G & R Charles is to be paid with 
$55,805.57 from the Liquid Fuels Fund and $14,027.76 from the General Fund.  
PG Energy had contributed the $14,027.76 toward the paving since they had 
excavated Orange Street to install new gas lines.   

 
2. Dr. Ditton moved to use Larson Design Group, Inc. for general consulting services 

and the Borough’s engineering work.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  This 
agreement does not require that the Borough pay them a stipend or use them for 
every project.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Long, and 
Dr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.   

 
3. Mr. Wolfe recommended the PSAB training course for council members.  He 

stated that he and Mayor Brosius had taken the course several years ago.  Mr. 
Straub stated that he had attended the other year.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if anyone is 
interested, the Borough would pay for the registration. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe stated that articles for the newsletter are due by Friday at 5:00 p.m. 

 
5. Mr. Straub explained that the Borough’s contract with AREA Services expired at 

the end of 2005.  He requested the council approve the Property Committee’s 
proposal for a new contract.  The contract is to remain the same with monthly rent 
amounts of $875 in 2006; $900 in 2007; and $925 in 2008.  Mr. Straub so moved.  
Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6. Dr. Ditton asked when the new lights would be installed downtown.  He was told 

that K & N Electric has been contacted to install the lights, but the company has not 
yet done the work. 

 
7. Mrs. Groninger asked about the budget and the Borough’s finances.  Mr. Wolfe 

stated that he has not yet received the final numbers for 2005.  If there is an issue, 
the Finance Committee will meet.  He added that this is the time of year when the 
Borough does not have a lot of money.  Mrs. Groninger stated that before making 
any purchases, the department heads should consult the Borough Secretary.  Mr. 
Wolfe agreed that no extra money should be spent by any departments until the tax 
money starts to come in, in March. 

 
Dr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
January 17, 2006 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered and Invocation.   
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius; Tim Fink, 
Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
Council member Frank Wetzel was absent.   
 
The six visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt, representing the Emergency Services Board, requested that the borough 
trim the tree branches that hang over the streets when the weather permits.  The fire trucks are 
almost 12 feet high and some trees do not provide enough clearance.  She also requested that 
Jonathan Rees attend the Board’s next meeting to discuss the code.  The Board meets on the 
second Tuesday of the month in the Borough Building.  A subcommittee will be meeting on 
January 30th to review the ordinances pertaining to the Fire Department.  The subcommittee 
consists of all the board members except Eben Gibbs. 
 
Mr. Pat McPherson stated that he feels that the Borough should not request money from the 
Sewer Authority.  He understands that this year the Sewer Authority is contributing $50,000 to 
the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the sewer rates have gone up once in seven or eight years.  
He added that the council had not required the Sewer Authority to give the Borough anything.  
Borough Council had requested that if the Authority had a profit, a donation would be 
appreciated.  They donated $50,000 to the Borough last year and have indicated that they would 
do so again this year.  Mr. Rees commented that the donation from the Sewer Authority means 
that the taxes may not go up.  Mr. McPherson commented that he believed the Borough was the 
second highest taxing municipality in the county last year.  He was informed that other 
municipalities also enact an occupational tax which the Borough does not impose. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was convened for an Executive Session at 7:05 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened 
at 7:29 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that personnel issues were discussed and no action is 
required at this time. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that she received a thank you note from the Red Cross for the use of the 
Santa House for the Holiday House tour. 
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The Revitalization Committee has held a reorganizational meeting.  History Day will be May 13; 
Second Street Community Yard Sale will be June 3; Lemonade Day will be August 5; the Fall 
Festival will be October 28; and Santa will arrive in the King Street Park on November 27.  The 
committee plans have more “Music in the Park” dates.  They are checking on the date that the 
Kiwanis Club will be sponsoring a band for “Music in the Park”.  
 
Mayor Brosius noted that there is a March meeting that addresses Regionalization of Municipal 
Police Services.  She would like to see someone attend.  She also recommended that the Borough 
and Point Township request that Mr. Dougherty extract the numbers for the two municipalities 
from the Police Study and pursue discussions with Point Township.  Mr. Wolfe questioned if Mr. 
Dougherty was to do anything further with the study and Mayor Brosius replied that he had told 
Randy Yoxheimer that he would forward the numbers for the two municipalities. 
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that Chief Fink has signed up for a 2-week workshop for 
training.  The cost of the workshop is $25.00.  He plans to share hotel expenses with Point 
Township’s chief. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity in the Code Enforcement Office for the past month.  His 
written report is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko thanked the Personnel Committee for recommending him and the Borough 
Council for voting to hire him as the Street Supervisor.  He provided a report of the activity of 
the street department for the past 10 days, explaining that they focused on the presentation of the 
Borough in general.  The crew has picked up the remaining leaves and has begun an extensive 
storm drain clean-out.  Mr. Slodysko has personally inspected the pond and spoke with people 
who are familiar with the upkeep of ponds and assured the council that the pond will not be a 
problem.  He will be inspecting the 2nd Street property on a regular basis.  This year the chipper 
was hooked up to the truck and the Christmas trees were collected and chipped on site.  Pot hole 
repair has begun.  Two members of the crew are trimming the trees that have branches hanging 
over the streets.  Mr. Slodysko noted that signs are missing on the snow emergency routes.  He 
also stated that the crew will be cleaning up the land around the recycling center.  Feasters will 
be contacted to help move the Santa House back to the Recycling Center.  Mr. Slodysko feels 
that in the future, the crew may be able to move the house themselves. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that she has learned that the water company has named a 
new representative as her contact.  She is in the process of copying daily reports from the past 
three years.  Mr. Wolfe asked when she expects to complete copying the requested information.  
She replied that she expects to complete it in the next few weeks.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the Sewer Authority has completed the Act 537 update revision for DEP 
and if our solicitor has seen the report.  Ms. Lark replied that report is being prepared.  The 
Sewer Authority is paying for the report.  Mrs. Groninger explained that the letter from DEP 
states that Point and Upper Augusta Townships must adopt Act 537 and the revisions.  Ms. Lark 
explained that because sewage from Point Township and Upper Augusta Township come into 
the plant, a portion of the report must include Point Township and Upper Augusta.  Mrs. 
Groninger quoted from the letter, “study to ensure that the Queen Street pump station wet 
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weather hydraulic overload problem is fixed once and for all.”  Ms. Lark replied that is because 
Point Township has an I & I problem.  Mrs. Groninger said that this is why she wanted to know 
if the Borough’s solicitor was aware of it and asked it will have to be signed by the Borough.  
Ms. Lark replied that she does not know if the Borough must sign off on it, but they will be 
requested to accept it.  Mr. Ditton stated that he will not accept anything until he reads it and 
requested that the Sewer Authority provide the council with copies of the report.  Ms. Lark 
explained that they have not yet started the report, but the letter from DEP is stating that they can 
go ahead with the report now. 
 
Committee Reports 

Finance 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee would be meeting tomorrow evening at 6:30 
p.m.  The Borough ended 2005 in the red due to some outstanding expenses and the 
committee will be reviewing the budget to find areas that can be adjusted without having to 
reopen the budget. 
 
Personnel  
The committee is tentatively scheduled to meet with the Teamsters Union on January 23rd at 
6:00 p.m.  The date has not yet been confirmed by the union representative. 

 
Property 
The committee will meet next Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Rumberger, from AREA Services 
will be present to discuss the lease agreement for the Rescue building. 

  
Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton stated that the committee would not meet this month.  He will attend the 
Emergency Services Board meeting in February and plans to have a committee meeting in 
February. 
 
Mr. Wolfe noted the lack of water pressure on the hill section of the Borough.  Once again, 
on Sunday, January 15th, residents were without water when there was a water main break 
and a power outage.  Mayor Brosius stated that she notified the police about a water break 
and the police contacted the water company.  Fire Chief Brian Crebs stated that the water 
company did not contact him.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the water company has told the Borough 
that a new tower would be constructed in Point Township that would alleviate this problem.  
However, the completion date of the tower keeps changing.  He also questioned why a 
generator cannot be kept on site for these emergency situations.  The Mrs. Groninger 
suggested that a letter be sent to the PUC about this problem, expressing her concern that the 
lack of water is a dangerous situation if a fire should occur.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Borough had requested a generator be kept on site several years 
ago.  The water company keeps making promises that something will be done; however the 
time frame keeps changing. 
 
Recreation 
The committee will meet on January 25th at 6:00 p.m. to discuss new playgrounds.  The 
public is invited. 
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Streets 
Mr. Straub, Mr. Ruane, and Mr. Slodysko will meet on January 30th to tour the town and 
finalize the street work to be accomplished this year.  The Street Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, February 14th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Second Street 
The Second Street committee will meet on January 25th at 7:00 p.m. 

   
Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Ordinances 2006-4.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Ordinance 2006-4 establishes a Contractor’s License requiring proof of insurance.  Roll 
call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger 
and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motioned passed 4-2. 

 
2. A letter was received from PennDOT concerning the Blue Hill Bridge project.  They 

have stated that they are not installing temporary lights while the maintenance is being 
completed.  They plan to work at night and will have lights on during the work hours.  
They also plan to place reflectors along the barriers.  
  

 New Business 
1. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of December 6, 2005.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 

the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Rees moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  

Approximately $174 in additional bills for Police Chief dues, a car wash, and supplies to 
remove the detailing on the car were included.  A $40.00 bill from the PA State 
Association of Boroughs for a Who’s Who Listing in the Yearbook was deleted from the 
list.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$26,841.77; Liberty Pool bills total $124.74; and Liquid Fuels bills total $860.48. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton received an email from Chris Colescott requesting permission to use the 

Second Street School gymnasium for indoor soccer practice.  Mayor Brosius spoke with 
one of the other men who submitted the request and informed him that it would not be 
possible for this year. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger asked if someone who obtains a dumpster permit must place the 

dumpster in front of their property.  When applying for a permit, the applicant must 
provide an address where the dumpster is to be situated.  The permit fee is $10.00. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
February 7, 2006 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation.  
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith H. Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; 
Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Tom Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
Public Comment 
The seven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt, secretary of the Emergency Services Board, asked if the ordinance 
pertaining to the Fire Police had been clarified.  The Emergency Services Board 
questioned if the Fire Police is under the authority of the Fire Department, the Police, or 
the Mayor.  Atty. Shoch will review the code and provide an opinion for the group. 
 
Mr. Frank Hoffman expressed his and his wife’s disappointment with the change of the 
name of Truman Lane to Reagan Circle.  The following is a statement that he read to the 
council: 
 
Mayor & Borough Council Members, 
 
We’re here to express our disappointment with the recent decision to change the name of 
our street, Truman Lane to Reagan Circle.   
 
First, I’d like to thank those of you who took time to let me bend their ears, especially 
Mrs. Brosius and Mr. Wolfe, who after I had left phone messages to them, returned my 
calls on a very timely basis.  I apologize if I have pursued this matter incorrectly by 
calling the majority of you, but I guess I was just trying to substantiate in my mind, the 
reasoning for a STREET NAME change, especially when it carries such a huge impact 
on established residences. 
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Friday morning a week ago, my wife was made aware of this change while sitting on the 
dentist chair.  Naturally she called me and when I got back into town, I talked with Steve 
Barnhart, Postmaster.  He showed me a letter he received “a day or so ago” prompting me 
to ask him for a copy.  Immediately I stopped at the borough office to hopefully receive 
information on the matter.  May calls to you were soon underway. 
 
Most of us, at least one time or more in our lives, have had the opportunity, privilege or 
necessity to change our residence. 
 
When this happens, basically your whole “WORLD” changes.  Followed by your name 
and Social Security number, your “address of record” is your lifeline.  Not just a few 
utility bills affected, your whole world is.  Work, church, banks, license & registration, 
need I go on? 
 
We took residence in July, 2005, our neighbors followed soon after.  The last six months 
WE have had “OUR” whole world changed – which we accepted, it was our decision.  
Now, we’re looking at going through the same process, once again. 
 
We ask you, Borough Council, to take into consideration the upcoming inconvenience 
being created for us, and initiate whatever procedures are necessary to rescind the recent 
decision to change our street name from Truman Lane. 
 
Your thoughts on this matter are greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Franklin C. Hoffman and Judith A. Hoffman 
 
Mr. Straub stated that this problem wouldn’t have happened if the acceptance of the street 
had occurred last summer.  The Borough Council could not accept the street until the 
developer made repairs to the street.  The name change had also been discussed with the 
developer, who preferred that the council change the street name when they accepted the 
street instead of having to resubmit his subdivision plans to the county. 
  
Executive Session 
Mrs. Groninger requested that the Executive Session be held at the end of the meeting to 
not inconvenience the visitors present for the meeting.  Mr. Wolfe agreed to move the 
Executive Session to the end of the meeting. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that Chief Fink is at a police chief conference and 
will be back at the end of the week. 
 
Officer Doug Van Der Pool requested permission to keep his badge and ID Card.    The 
decision was tabled until Chief Fink returns. 
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Mayor Brosius urged the council to pursue the consideration of merging the 
Northumberland and Point Township Police departments.  Supervisor Randy Yoxheimer 
has contacted Howard Dougherty to request that he provide the information for a merger 
of the two entities gathered during his study of merging Northumberland, Point 
Township, and Sunbury police departments.   
 
Mayor Brosius stated that Representative Merle Phillips was unable to attend the council 
meeting this evening due to the House being in session.  She added that she would invite 
him to another meeting to thank him for the three grants that he was able to attain for 
Northumberland: 
 

• $400,000 for the Second Street Community Center 
• $25,000 for the Northumberland Fire Police  
• $15,000 for the Little league for the Teener League ballfield at Pineknotter  

 Park 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, informed the council that there is no official 
color for handicapped curbing.  Blue has been used, however it is not mandated.   
 
Mr. Ruane stated that he is grandfathered in as the Borough Code Official (BCO). 
 
Mr. Ruane and Mr. Slodysko attended a seminar to learn about superpave. 
 
He noted that Duke Street was milled by Penn Dot to eliminate the paving ruts created by 
the tractor trailers. 
 
Mr. Straub asked why the water company has painted lines at the intersection of Third 
and Orange Streets.  Mr. Slodysko stated that he has requested PA One calls because the 
crew is replacing sign posts.  No one knows of any other work the water company is 
doing in this area.   
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko stated that the crew is maintaining the street signs, replacing signs and/ or 
posts where necessary. 
 
Councilman Jonathan Rees arrived at 7:22 p.m. 
 
Mr. Slodysko stated that he will identify the signs that are needed by the end of next 
week. 
 
Mr. Ruane commented on the street department’s accomplishment at Pineknotter Park.  
The crew has cleaned out the bank between the river and the ball park.  Mrs. Groninger 
added that the entire town is beginning to look good. 
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Mr. Slodysko stated that he has contacted Bradco and the new truck should be ready in 
ten days.   
 
The 2004 truck will require repairs to the box, which are to be made under the warranty.  
This work will be done once the new truck has been received. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that the additional copies that were requested by the 
water company have been provided.  She said that they have requested one more year of 
records which are in storage.  She will provide them as soon as possible. 
 
Ms. Lark requested that the Borough provide her with a list of storm lines to be televised.  
She said that the Sewer Authority will do the work as weather permits. 
 
Committee Reports 
 Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the amount to be financed for the new truck is 
$36,286.89.  Banks are being contacted to determine the best interest rate. 

   
Mr. Wolfe reported that the finance committee met in January to review the 
2005 final numbers and to determine areas in the budget that could be reduced 
do to the fact that the Borough did not have the anticipated funds to carry over 
to 2006, 

 
 Personnel 

Mr. Rees moved to reappoint Judyann Schmidt to the Appeals Board to a term 
ending 1/31/09.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

 Property 
Mr. Rees announced that the committee will meet on February 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Rees stated that he will meet with AREA Services to discuss renewing the 
lease.  The increase requested is 3%.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the rent 
payment was received for January and February.  The Borough Secretary 
replied that no payment has been received.  Council instructed her to send the 
company a bill, including the penalty fees. 

 
 Public Safety 

Mr. Ditton announced that the committee will meet on February 28 at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Ms. Schmidt stated that the subcommittee of the Emergency Services Board 
subcommittee has met and is still discussing the code.  
 

 Recreation 
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Ms. Long reported that the Recreation Committee met and discussed 
playgrounds.  They will meet again on February 22 at 6:00 p.m.  The public is 
invited to attend and participate. 
 

Streets 
The committee will meet next Tues. at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Mr. Ruane, Mr. Slodysko, and Mr. Straub have toured the streets and are 
recommended that the following streets be paved:  Third Street from Orange 
to Queen; a portion of Permastone; and Fifth Street from Prince Street to 
Strawbridge Road.  Curb work, handicapped curbing, and storm work are also 
being recommended.   
 
The Borough’s PennDOT municipal representative, Don Free, will meet with 
them on Thursday at 1:00 p.m. to help estimate the cost of the planned work. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that it is possible to see under the sidewalk in front of 
one house on Queen Street.  Mrs. Groninger stated that the water company has 
been working on the street.  Mr. Ruane explained that the water company is 
going to be replacing lines on Queen Street.  He will check on the property 
Mayor Brosius is concerned about. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that there is a large dip on Lincoln Street.  Mr. Slodysko will 
check on it. 
 
Mr. Jack Snyder stated that the repairs to the street cuts created by the utilities 
are not lasting.  He said that the water company had replaced a line on Elliott 
Drive and the repair to the street is failing.  Mr. Ruane explained that the work 
was done in the winter and the company will come back this summer to 
replace the cold patch with macadam.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that streets that can be saved should be taken care of.  
Some streets do not have to be milled because the curbing is high enough.  
She added that Permastone, Horizon Avenue, Elliott Drive have all been on 
the street committee’s list to be repaired.   

 
 Second Street Community Center 

Mr. Straub stated that the committee has met and discussed options for the 
building.  But until the grant has been received, no final plans are set. 
 
He said that the committee feels that the gym and playground area can be 
refurbished with funds from DCNR.  They plan to apply to this agency for 
grant funding. 

   
  
Old Business 
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1. Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt the Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Plan Scope of 
Work.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 
last comprehensive plan included 40 pages of census information.   Mr. Ditton 
suggested that the scope of work be limited to control the cost of the study.  Mr. 
Shoch suggested that it may be an advantage to have all the information available 
in one document.  Mr. Straub stated that DCNR and DCED will each pay 1/3 of 
the costs; the borough and township will share the final third.  Roll all vote – All 
ayes. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger stated that the council has received a letter from the new county 

recycling coordinator.  She asked if the county had ever purchased a leaf picker as 
Mr. Zarick had proposed several years ago.  No one was aware if the purchase 
had been made.  The Borough Secretary will check.    
  

 New Business 
1. Mrs. Long moved to approve the minutes of December 20, 2005.  Mr. Rees 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Ditton, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Wetzel and Mrs. Groninger abstained 
because they were absent from that meeting. 

    
2. Mr. Straub moved to approve the minutes of January 3, 2006.  Mr. Ditton 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
3. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  One 

addition bill was included for $23 for a reference book for the Code Officer.  The 
motion and second were amended to include payment of this bill.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  General Fund bills total $24,069.18 and Liberty Splashland bills total 
$12.68. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the audit proposal from Patricia S. Young, CPA.  Mr. 

Ditton seconded the motion.  The proposal is to complete the audit and DCED 
report for the year ending December 31, 2005 for $3,500.  The audit is to be 
completed within 30 days after the work has begun.  The Borough Secretary 
stated that the financial records are ready and Ms. Young will be available to 
begin the work before the end of February.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Rees moved to join and to approve the agreement with the Central Keystone 

Council of Governments.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The 
Borough had been utilizing the services of Light-Heigle for commercial 
inspections and as a back-up to Mr. Ruane.  Their fees are more expensive than 
the fees charged by the CK COG.  The cost to join the COG is $250.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
6. Mr. Ditton questioned the correspondence from the water company concerning 

the new lines to be installed on Eighth Street and Seventh Street.  They are 
requesting that the Borough inform them if fire hydrants are to be installed in the 



 7

construction area.  Since there are already hydrants in this area, it was not felt that 
additional hydrants are needed. 

 
7. Mr. Wolfe stated that on behalf of the council he would like to apologize for any 

inconvenience that the renaming of Truman Lane to Reagan Circle has caused.  
He added that the Council would take the matter under advisement. 

 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. to discuss personnel and 
litigation issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to provide the information requested by the Union, with the personal 
information extracted, after the other issue is resolved.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Ditton voted 
aye; Mr. Rees, Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3. 
 
Other Business 

1. Mr. Slodysko plans to attend the seminar on tree trimming.   
 
2. The trees in the downtown area are still dropping fruit.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 

when the spraying was conducted last spring, he thought that the council had been 
informed that more than one spraying would be necessary to make it effective.  A 
call has been made to the person who sprayed the trees and he is checking with 
the company that makes the spray. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe reminded the council that WKOK would be taping the Round Table 

with the council and Mayor on February 13 at 6:30 p.m.  The interview would be 
broadcast the following Sunday. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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 Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
February 21, 2006 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Gretchen Brosius, Mayor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; Tom Slodysko, Street Supervisor, and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  The five 
visitors present introduced themselves.  
 
Public Comment 
Tamara Runyan, a resident on Second Street, stated that her neighbor’s son has a drum set 
that he plays throughout the day.  She is requesting that the council adopt an ordinance that 
anyone living in an apartment or a double home must soundproof the room so the 
neighbors are not disturbed.  She said that the noise disturbs the Senior Action Center, the 
Episcopal Church and other neighbors.  She has called the police but was informed that no 
ordinance is being broken.  He does not play the drums after 11:00 p.m.  She has no way to 
get away from the noise.  Chief Fink stated that he spoke to the neighbor.  Ms. Runyan said 
that the neighbors told her that they have consulted and attorney who stated that their son 
has a right to play the drums.  In addition to the drums, others come and play guitars, and a 
keyboard.  The council requested that Atty. Shoch be consulted about the problem. 
    
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss a personnel 
issue.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:14 p.m.   
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the Teamsters have expressed some displeasure that the council 
did not interview one of them for the Street Supervisor position and have filed a grievance.  
The grievance requests that the Borough provide them with copies of the applications that 
were received for the position.  The solicitor has advised that the applications should be 
provided, with personal information such as names and dates blacked out.  Mr. Wolfe 
moved to provide the applications, with the personal information removed.  Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he feels it is unfortunate that someone can 
apply for a job and then have some of their information turned over to people that, in his 
opinion, don’t need the information.  Mr. Ditton stated that the contract states that they 
must be considered; it does not say that they must be interviewed.  They were considered 
and rejected.  Mr. Rees added that it is in an employer’s best interest to consider everyone.  
He feels that they are wasting the council’s time and being a nuisance to the council and 
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the taxpayers.  Mr. Ditton added that the street crew is costing the Borough more than it 
can afford.  Mr. Wolfe commented that it is unfortunate that the legal issues are costing 
money that could be put elsewhere.  Mrs. Groninger said that, unfortunately, it does not 
provide a positive attitude for the community.  She stated that the council has asked both 
the street and the police departments how the council could make our town better.  Roll 
call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe 
voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane gave the report of the Code Enforcement Office for the month of January. 
   
The water company is replacing new lines and laterals to residences in the Borough.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked if the company is responsible to replace the topsoil and grass seed when 
the excavation is in the resident’s yard.  Mr. Ruane replied in the affirmative. 
 
Mr. Ruane provided the council with the project estimate sheet for the street work to be 
done in the Borough this year.  The estimates for the paving and curbing total $88,649.  
The streets to be paved are Fifth Street from Prince Street to Strawbridge Road, 
Permastone from Prince Street to Hanover Street, and Third Street from Orange to Queen 
Streets.  The paving work can be bid with the COG.  Mr. Straub commented that by 
bidding with other communities through the COG, the cost for paving should be less than 
bidding individually.  Paperwork is to be turned in to PennDOT at the next COG meeting 
to have the Borough’s project as part of the bid.  The location for the replacement curbing 
is at the corner of Second and Queen Streets, in front of the First Baptist Church. 
Additional funding will be required to replace the storm drains and pipe and for 
handicapped curbing.  Storm drains are to be repaired on Sixth Street, Permastone Drive, 
and at Hanover and Second Streets.  Handicapped curbing is proposed for Sixth and 
Orange Streets, Sixth and King Streets, and on   
Mr. Straub moved to bid with the Central Susquehanna Valley COG for street paving.  Mr. 
Wetzel seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a unanimous vote.   
Mr. Slodysko informed the council that he is purchasing material to patch the potholes in 
town.  He also stated that the crew will do the inlet work. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko stated that the crew will repair the street sweeper.  The Sewer Authority 
has televised the storm drain system.  They were unable to put the camera through a pipe 
on Sixth Street.  The report from Larson’s indicates storm lines on Sixth Street that do not 
exist.  A pipe was found to go down Sheetz Avenue from Sixth Street.  
 
The crew is removing steel from the ceiling at the Recycling Center.   
 
The crew has straightened the traffic lights that were twisted in the storm, at a savings of at 
least $240.  Previously, a private contractor was called to fix traffic lights after a storm and 
$240 was the amount charged to the Borough. 
 
The parts for the street sweeper are scarce.  The company has located bearings to fit the 
sweeper.  The cost will be approximately $400. 
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The new truck has arrived.  Mr. Slodysko noticed some cosmetic problems with the truck.  
The tail gate does not close properly; the ladders are inverted.  He met with the 
representative from Bradco who requested that the crew drive the truck for a week or two 
to make sure the hydraulics are working properly before they take it for the repairs.  
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt thanked Mr. Ditton for attending the last meeting of the Board.   
A group of firefighters are going for training.  They are taking a van and a car.  Ms. 
Schmidt asked if they could be reimbursed for the gas mileage.  They are to provide the 
mileage for reimbursement.  The Board has approved bills to be paid by the Borough.  
They are included with the other bills to be paid. 
  
Committee Reports 

Finance 
The Mayor would like to meet with the Finance Committee to discuss budgetary 
issues.  The committee will meet on March 3rd at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Personnel  
No report 

 
Property 
Mr. Rees stated that he is waiting to hear from A.R.E.A. Services with the list of items 
to be repaired.   

 

Public Safety 
The committee will hold a meeting next week at 6:30. 
 
Recreation 
A meeting is scheduled for tomorrow at 6:00. 
 
Streets 
Mr. Straub reported that due to lack of attendance, no meeting was held last week.   

 
Truck loan 
The lowest interest rate received for the truck loan was from Omega Bank.  Mrs. 
Groninger requested a motion to obtain a 4-year truck loan from Omega Bank for 
$36,000 at a rate of 4.93%.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Second Street 
The committee will conduct a meeting tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone would like to reopen the issue pertaining to Reagan 
Circle.  No comments or motions were made. 

 
2. Mayor Brosius stated that Officer VanDerPool has tendered his resignation.  Mrs. 

Groninger moved to accept Officer VanDerPool’s resignation, with regret.  Mrs. 
Long seconded the motion.  Officer VanDerPool has also requested permission to 
keep his badge.  Chief Fink explained that Mr. VanDerPool would like to have a 
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plaque made with badges from the Borough, Point Township, and Sunbury since he 
is one of the few officers to have worked in all three communities at the same time.  
Mrs. Groninger amended her motion to approve the request, adding a reservation 
that the council is not setting a precedent.  Mrs. Long amended her second.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she has only heard good things 
about Officer VanDerPool, he was very efficient and was out in the public, and she 
is sorry to see him leave. 

 
3. Mayor Brosius receive a request from Bill Hoffman, to have a dedication of the 

memorial for his father.  The Hoffman family has purchased a bronze bust of 
Robert Hoffman.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the family be asked when they would 
be in the area and available for a ceremony. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Mrs. Groninger commented that the Borough purchased a radio for the Fire Chief 
last year; and a bill is included tonight for another radio.  She asked if the Fire 
Company is still using the Fire Relief money or if they are coming to the Borough 
to purchase items that would previously been purchased with Fire Relief money.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Fire Department had included a radio in their budget for 
this year.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $10,897.04; Liquid Fuels 
bills total $986.45; and Liberty Splashland bills total $22.67. 

 
2. Mr. Straub moved to approve the Sunbury Community Hospital Occupational 

Health & Wellness Agreement.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe thanked everyone who attended the Round Table interview last Monday 

evening for WKOK.  The show was broadcast on Sunday.    
  
4. The Pennsylvania American Water Company has sent a letter to the council 

informing them at a new storage tank is being constructed with completion slated 
for 2007.  Council discussed the length of time that the residents on the hill have 
waited to have adequate water pressure and uninterrupted service.  Mrs. Groninger 
moved to send a letter to the Public Utility Commission with a history of the 
concerns that the Borough has shared with the water company.  Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
 

Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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 Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
March 7, 2006 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith H. Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius; 
Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Tom Slodysko, Street Superintendent; Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Councilman Frank 
Wetzel was absent. 
 
Special Presentation to Representative Merle Phillips 
Mayor Brosius presented Mr. Phillips with a token of the Borough’s appreciation for the interest 
he has shown in the Borough and his assistance in obtaining grant funding for projects in the 
Borough.  Mr. Phillips thanked the mayor and council, adding that he doesn’t feel that he needs 
anything because he is just doing his job.  He stated that he knows that the Borough has need of 
funding for the projects and is pleased to be successful in obtaining the money. 
 
Mr. Phillips announced that he and Representative Fairchild met with DCNR and convinced 
them not to lower the fabridam bags on July 5th, as planned, but to keep the bags up until the last 
week of August.  The new plan is for the docks to be removed during the last week of August.  
At that time, one bag will be removed so the causeway construction can begin.  After Labor Day, 
the other bags will be let down.   
 
Public Comment 
The 18 visitors present introduced themselves.   
 
Tamara Runyan presented the council with letters from area residents who are disturbed by the 
loud music being played in the neighborhood.  Atty. Shoch provided an opinion, explaining that 
he believes the neighbors may be cited under the current noise ordinance since the ordinance 
prohibits noise that is heard beyond 50 feet from the structure, which should be defined as the 
neighbor’s half of the double home.  Since her home is within 50 feet of the neighbor’s home, 
she will hear the noise; however, the noise level should be lower.  The fifty-foot distance should 
be measured for accuracy.  Mr. Straub asked what defines disturbing the peace.  Atty. Shoch 
replied that the Borough Code stipulates that it is unlawful for any person to use loud language 
within the Borough limits.  Atty. Shoch informed Chief Fink that he could cite them under both 
provisions.   
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Mr. Frank Hoffman stated that he and his wife Judy had expressed their disappointment over the 
change of the street name at the February 7th meeting.  He was informed that the council would 
take the issue under advisement.  Mr. Wolfe replied that an opportunity was provided at the last 
meeting for discussion.  No one made a motion or commented on the subject.   
 
Mr. Hoffman informed the council that during the past four weeks, he has had numerous 
discussions.  One young couple, the Browns, who are building a new home next to the 
Hoffman’s, have told Mr. Hoffman that they prefer that the street be named Truman Lane.  Mr. 
Hoffman received a number of comments, including whether the borough has more important 
issues to deal with than street name changes and what was the real reason for the name change.  
Mr. Hoffman stated that he believes that the only reason for the name change was a desire to 
honor a former president.  He had two questions:  does a desire override the established Borough 
residences being subjected to unnecessary identity change?  And since Truman was also a former 
President, why is the street name being changed? 
  
Mrs. Judy Hoffman stated that she does not understand the reason for the name change.  The 
Hoffman’s have been living at this residence for eight months.  If there is a name change, she 
would have thought that all parties would have been told immediately.  She would like a good 
reason for the name change.  If the change had happened before people had moved in 
 
Mr. Hoffman asked if what the costs are to the Borough.  Mr. Slodysko stated that the developer 
had provided a Truman Lane sign.  The Borough will purchase a Reagan Circle sign.   
 
Mr. Ditton stated that the street name has been changed and it is not going to be changed back.  
He explained that they are not the only ones who have had a street name changed.  Penn Street 
has been changed to Westway, a portion of Orange Street is now Cannery Road.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that if the council had accepted the street before the Hoffman’s had moved 
in, they would not have been happy with the condition of the street.  The council did not agree to 
accept the street until the developer completed the changes.  The developer was approached to 
change the name before the street was accepted.  He requested that the council change the name 
when they took the street over because if he changed it, it would cost money to resubmit the 
plans.  The council did not accept the street as Truman Lane; they accepted it as Reagan Circle.  
Mr. Wolfe concurred, explaining that the name would have been changed sooner, had the street 
been acceptable to the council. 
 
Scott Johnson stated that plans are underway for the Second Annual Lemonade Day.  The date is 
set for August 5th.  Mrs. Long invited the Boy Scouts who were in attendance to have a stand at 
the event. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius welcomed the Boy Scouts to the meeting. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that the police will be using video cameras to hold arraignments in the 
police station when our District Justice office is closed.  The arraignments will be held via a 
computer software/ camera system, soon to be installed. 
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Mayor Brosius announced that the date for the dedication of the memorial for Bob Hoffman is 
being considered for July 1, before the American Legion Baseball Tournament, or during 
Pineknotter Days.  The monument is about 4 feet high.  The bust is bolted to the top of a large 
stone that was removed from the former Danville Bridge.  A plaque is mounted to the stone.  Mr. 
Wolfe requested that Mr. Straub work with the ball people to determine where the monument 
should be placed.  Mrs. Groninger felt that the monument should be placed near the ballfield.  
Mr. Ditton added that it could also be placed near the entrance to the ballfield. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ditton asked why the utilities are digging in town.  Mr. Ruane stated that the water company 
is installing new laterals, replacing plastic with copper.  Mr. Ditton asked if the water company is 
planning to increase the pressure.  Mr. Ruane replied that he asked one of the workers today and 
was told that the pressure is not going to be increased.  Mayor Brosius asked if the bricks that 
had been removed on Queen Street would be replaced.  Mr. Ruane stated that another crew will 
be coming back to replace the bricks and to put top soil and grass seed where the grass had been 
dug up.  Mr. Ditton stated that the company is digging up holes in streets that are in good 
condition.   
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt asked when the Mayor would swear in the Fire Chief and Deputy Fire 
Chief.  Mayor Brosius replied that she could attend the next Emergency Services Board Meeting.  
Ms. Schmidt stated that they would prefer that the oath be taken at a council meeting. 
 
Mr. Wolfe provided the board with a copy of the solicitor’s interpretation regarding who the fire 
police serve under. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that the street sweeper is being repaired.  The new part, originally priced 
at $1200, has been reduced to $500. 
 
Mr. Slodysko is waiting for the Sewer Authority to camera storm drains on Orange Street.  He 
has priced storm drains.  The complete storm drain with bicycle safety grates will cost 
approximately $700 per unit.  A truckload is anywhere from 9 to 12 units.  Fifteen and eighteen-
inch pipe is stocked at the recycling center.  The street department will provide the labor to 
replace the storm drains. 
 
The new truck is going back to Bradco on Wednesday for repairs to warranty items. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that they are working with Tom (Slodysko) to televise the storm drains.  
Because the Borough is looking at doing some work on Sheetz Avenue, the Sewer Authority will 
be checking if they must do any work in that block.  They plan to replace lines on Elliott Drive 
and a portion of Third Street.  One section is between Wheatley Avenue and King Street and the 
other is between King Street and Sheetz Avenue.  The work will be out for bid by the end of the 
month.  Ms. Lark added that the Sewer Authority will stipulate a beginning and end date in their 
bid advertisement. 
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Committee Reports 
      Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee met at 6:00 tonight to discuss the police budget.  He 
reminded those responsible for committee budgets that the committee made some cuts that 
they will look at monthly.  The committee will meet periodically to review the financial 
statements.  The committee will not meet next Wednesday since they met this evening. 
 
Personnel - No report. 
 
Negotiating Committee – Police Contract 
Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Straub if the Negotiating Committee for the Police Contract has met.  
Mr. Straub replied that they had not.  Mr. Wolfe advised that the committee meet and draft 
the points that they would like to see in the new contract.  They should then meet with the 
solicitor to prepare an offer to present to the police negotiating committee by the end of June.   
 
Negotiating Committee – Teamsters Contract 
The Negotiating Committee has met several times and will probably meet one more time 
before making an offer to the Teamsters. 

  
Property 
The committee met on February 28th.  Topics discussed were the Girl Scout House, Second 
Street building, and the Rescue Building.  The Girl Scouts have some money that they would 
like to use to install a handicapped ramp.  They also requested that the street department 
clean out the gutters.  The committee is looking at the specifications for the roof at the 
Second Street building so the work can be advertised for bid.  The committee has met with 
Mr. Rumberger regarding the lease of the Rescue Building.  There is a leak somewhere in the 
roof that must be located and repaired. 
 
The Property Committee will not meet in March. 
 
The Second Street Committee will meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  
They are obtaining specifications for rubber roofs for the two ends of the building.  
 
Ms. Lark asked if the gymnasium is available for use because a soccer team in interested in 
using it for practices.  Mayor Brosius replied that it is not yet ready to use because there are 
no facilities in the building.  The grant money has not yet arrived. 

 
Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton reported that the committee met on February 28th.  Several topics were discussed.  
FEMA has developed a new flood insurance rate map and flood insurance study.  Mr. Ruane 
will send a copy of the Borough’s ordinance to the state to be reviewed.  A meeting at the 
county level is scheduled for April 19.  Mr. Ruane will attend. 
 
Mr. Ditton advised that there are certain obligations that the Borough has concerning the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS).  The information is available online.  All 
police, firemen, Borough officials, and administrative personnel are required to pass the test 
that can be taken online.    
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The committee discussed safety issues at the boat ramps and docks.  Mr. Ditton stated that 
most of the park has been closed off with cables and chains.  He is concerned that if an 
emergency should occur at the Sea Scout dock, emergency vehicles would not be able to get 
there.  He stated that the locks can all be opened with the same key and would like the police 
to have copies so they could unlock the lock if an emergency vehicle needs to get through. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked Chief Fink if he is aware of the Knox Boxes at the Lewis Building and the 
Pines.  Chief Fink is in the process of obtaining keys for the police.  
 
The committee is concerned about the fire damage to Abrana Marie’s.  They feel the building 
should be boarded up.  Mr. Ruane stated that he will send them a letter. 
  
The residence at Fifth and Wheatley should have the sidewalk area roped off.  The sidewalks 
have been dug up and it could be dangerous to anyone walking down Fifth Street at night. 
 
Abandoned vehicles are located on a lot at Orange Street and the river.  The property owner 
should be contacted to remove them.  Mayor Brosius stated that the property owner and the 
person who is storing the cars on the lot are two different people.  The council had passed an 
ordinance making the property owner responsible for the condition of the property. 

  
Recreation 
Ms. Long stated that the committee met two weeks ago and are talking about playground 
needs.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 26 at 6:00.  The public is invited to attend. 

 
Streets 
The Street Committee will meet next Tuesday at 7:00.  He asked if it would be possible to 
have the televising completed by then.  Ms. Lark replied that she thinks everything but one 
area has been done.  If the weather cooperates, they should be able to finish the work.  The 
paving list is due next Wednesday for the COG bid request.  Mr. Straub said that the storm 
sewer work could begin as soon as the materials are obtained so the paving work can be 
done. 

 
Second Street 
The committee will meet on March 22 at 7:00, following the Recreation Committee meeting.  
The committees’ work is tied together because the group from Recreation is going to Second 
Street to look at the placement of playground equipment. 

   
Old Business 

1. Comprehensive Plan – At this time, the Borough representative should meet with Point 
Township’s representative to form a steering committee.  The representatives will review 
the proposals received from the engineering firms.  Mr. Rees will be the Borough 
representative to the committee. 

 
2. Fire Police – Council had requested that Mr. Shoch provide an interpretation of the 

Borough Code regarding who the fire police serve under.  Mr. Shoch has provided the 
following written response: 
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“You had asked me to review the fire Department Section of the Borough Code and 
provide an interpretation regarding who the fire police serve under.  After reviewing the 
applicable sections of the Code, I am of the opinion that, while multiple entities can call 
out the fire police or dictate certain aspects of their activities, the fire police ultimately 
fall under the Borough Council. 
 
Section 5-8 of the Code provides that each company in the fire department shall nominate 
and elect six members of the company as fire police, subject to background investigation.  
However, final appointment of these individuals is reserved for Borough Council.  This 
section also gives Borough Council the exclusive right to appoint nominees to fill 
vacancies on the fire police as a result of resignation or removal.   
 
Section 5-10 of the Code reserves the determination of any criminal, interdepartmental or 
dismissal matters to Borough Council.  In addition, Section 5-12 provides that Borough 
Council shall from time to time promulgate rules and regulations governing the conduct 
of the department.  Given the fact that the fire police can only be created by action of 
Borough Council, and the fact that Borough Council is the only entity that can 
promulgate rules and regulations governing the activities of the fire police makes it clear 
that they ultimately report to Borough Council.  Any disagreement between the fire 
police and any other department in the Borough is to be decided by Borough Council. 
 
The above notwithstanding, the Code does provide that the fire police can be called out 
“at the time or when an alarm is sounded or upon the call of the Mayor, President of 
Borough Council or Police, and shall not cease until their commanding officer shall so 
order.”  In addition, Section 5-9 of the Code provides that the squad can only go to out-
of-town events with the permission of either the Mayor, Borough Council, or the Fire 
Chief.  In addition, Section 5-3 of the Code provides that “in times of emergency, the Fire 
Chief shall have the sole and absolute control and command over all persons and 
equipment related to all hazard emergency response operations in preparation for and 
while responding to incidents.”:  The language of these sections, clearly gives entities 
other than Borough Council the ability to direct the fire police only with respect to certain 
limited situations.  It does not change the fact that they ultimately fall under the control of 
Borough Council. 
 
If Borough Council desires to delegate the responsibility for day-to-day management of 
the fire police to another person or persons, it may do so at its discretion by either issuing 
rules and regulations for the fire police that reflect this reporting relationship, or adding a 
section to the Code by ordinance to reflect the change.” 

 
Mr. Ditton stated that the Emergency Services Board is working on an ordinance that 
would put the Fire Police under the Emergency Services Board.  Mr. Shoch replied that 
the Borough Council could adopt those rules and regulations.  Ms. Schmidt stated that the 
Emergency Services Board meets next Tuesday.  

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Straub moved to approve the minutes of January 17 and February 7, 2006.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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2. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion. 
Discussion.  The motion was amended to exclude the bill from Bradco for a screen for 
the truck window.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$26,417.72 and the bill to be paid from the Liberty Splashland account is $12.61. 

 
3. Mr. Straub moved to approve payment for the Recycling Equipment when money is 

available.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Straub 
explained that the Borough must make the payment and apply for reimbursement for 90% 
of the costs from the DEP recycling grant.  .  

 
Executive Session  
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:15 p.m. to discuss personnel and legal 
issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:40 p.m. 
    
Mr. Rees moved to file charges of unfair labor practices against the Teamster Union Local 764 
with Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Rees explained that the council is filing the charges because it is believed the Teamsters filed an 
unfair labor practice against the council in an attempt to coerce the council into interviewing one 
of the Teamsters for the Street Supervisor position.  Mrs. Groninger added that the council has 
provided, in good faith, a counter offer to a grievance and it has been rejected.  She feels that the 
council does not have a choice in the matter.  Mr. Wolfe stated that what is very grave about this 
is that council must have a solicitor on retainer to handle all of the litigation issues and it is a 
shame that the taxpayer’s money must be spent in this way.  He also feels that a few of the 
council members have been personally badgered a number of times, both in print and verbally, 
concerning things that they either did or did not say, and he thinks that this is not fair.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  
 
Mrs. Long announced that the United Way will be holding their annual Days of Caring on 
Friday, April 21 and Saturday, April 22.  They have asked if there is anything they can volunteer 
to do in the Borough.  Council discussed whether a grievance might be filed if the volunteer help 
is accepted.  In past years, the volunteers have worked at the Girl Scout House and the pool.  
Atty. Shoch advised that the council should continue to do what has been done in the past, since 
the union did not previously find this to be an issue.  Mrs. Long stated that the United Way must 
be contacted by this Friday with the Borough’s response.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
April 4, 2006 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Gretchen H. Brosius; Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Tim Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, 
Code Enforcement Officer; Tom Slodysko, Street Supervisor.  The ten visitors present 
introduced themselves. 
 
Mr. Brian Falso, manager of Carter Lumber, presented the council with a plan to build a 
concession stand at the Pineknotter Park ballfield.  The stand will be used for the various 
leagues that play at the field.  Mr. Ditton explained where they propose to place the stand.  
Approval will be requested from the Health Officer to have a holding tank for the waste 
water since sewer is not available at the park.  The building will be situated on a floating 
concrete pad.  All supplies except for the trusses and two steel roll-up doors will be 
donated by Carter Lumber.  The other items will be sold at cost, approximately $850 to 
$900, to the Little League.  Mr. Ditton stated that the Little League would pay for these 
items and the cost of the concrete slab.  Mr. Falso estimated that the total retail price for 
the materials for the concession stand would be approximately $2,600.  Mr. Straub 
recommended that the doors should swing out so they cannot be kicked in since there has 
been vandalism at the park.  The size of the building will be 14 feet by 20 feet.  The work 
to build the stand will be done by volunteers from the baseball teams. 
 
Mr. Falso requested that the Borough consider opening another account with Carter 
Lumber.  This account could be set up with purchase orders and would stay at the local 
store, not be administered through a credit company.  Atty. Shoch inquired as to whether 
the donation of the concession stand to the ball teams depends on the Borough opening an 
account at Carter Lumber.  Mr. Falso agreed that the donation would be made regardless of 
whether or not the Borough establishes an account at Carter Lumber. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to approve the construction of the concession stand at Pineknotter Park 
for the ball teams as presented.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked if the members of the Pineknotter Park committee are in favor of this 
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project.  Mr. Ditton replied that they are and that they have plans to sell the trailer that has 
been used as a concession stand.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
FIRE CHIEF SWORN IN 
Mayor Brosius conducted the swearing in ceremony for Brian Crebs, Northumberland 
Borough Fire Chief. 
  
PROCLAMATION 
Mayor Brosius read a Proclamation designating the month of April as Organ & Tissue 
Donor Awareness Month.  The proclamation is as follows: 
 
 WHEREAS, modern medical technology makes the transplantation of organs and 
tissues possible – allowing thousands of men, women and children who would otherwise 
be consigned to lives of pain, misery and suffering to lead active, productive lives.  Every 
day lives are changed through kidney, heart, liver, pancreas, lung, cornea, skin, bone, and 
heart valve transplants. 
 
 WHEREAS, organ and tissue donors give the greatest gift possible.  Offering to 
donate organs or tissue is something any one of us can do.  You don’t have to be rich or 
famous, you don’t have to be young or even completely healthy – you only have to be 
willing. 
 
 WHEREAS, there are not enough people are offering donations.  Over 4, 600 men, 
women and children still wait for a life-saving organ transplant in the Gift of Life region, 
which covers central and eastern Pennsylvania, southern New Jersey, and Delaware.   
 
 WHEREAS, placing the organ donor designation on your driver’s license or state 
I.D. card and informing your family and loved ones of your decision are ways in which 
lives of those in need can be saved after your death occurs.  I urge all Pennsylvanians to 
consider the importance and life-sustaining value of organ and tissue donation. 
 
 NOW, therefore, I, Gretchen Brosius, Mayor of the Borough of Northumberland, 
do hereby proclaim April as ORGAN AND TISSUE DONOR AWARENESS MONTH 
in Northumberland, Pennsylvania, to honor all those who have made the decision to give 
life, to focus attention on the extreme need for organ donation, and to encourage all 
residents of our area to consider giving life through organ donation and to discuss that 
decision with their families. 
 
       Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor 
       April 4, 2006 
 
Mrs. Patsy Gragowski, a resident of the Borough, informed the council that her husband 
was the recipient of a heart transplant after waiting for 10 months.  She stated that many 
people are waiting for organs and asked those present consider becoming an organ donor 
and share their decision with their families. 
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Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:18 p.m. to discuss litigation and 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:55 p.m.   
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to withdraw the Borough’s unfair labor practice charge as 
discussed in the Executive Session.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Atty. Shoch clarified 
the motion:  The Borough will withdraw its unfair labor practice charge against the union, 
contingent upon the union withdrawing their unfair labor practice charge against the 
Borough, and withdrawing their grievance with respect to the hiring of the supervisor.  In 
addition there would be two amendments to the existing street crew collective bargaining 
agreement.  One would be that, at a minimum, one person from the bargaining unit would 
be interviewed for any position that would be a promotion outside of the bargaining unit, 
and also an amendment that would clarify call-in time, and its applicability.  Discussion 
ensued.  Mr. Ditton stated that he does not see any reason for the clarification because the 
contract stands as valid.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. 
Wolfe, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.       
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius informed those present that the county has imposed a county-wide burn 
ban. 
 
The speed sign has arrived and has been put to use in the Borough.   
 
The police report for March is in the council’s packets. 
 
National Incident Management System – council must comply with the NIMS 
requirements by October of this year and be certified.  Classes are provided for anyone 
who is interested.  Mr. Ditton stated that the course can be taken online.  All officials must 
comply, or federal funds may be withheld.   
 
The dedication of the memorial for Bob Hoffman is being planned for June 1, during the 
American Legion Baseball tournament.  Bill Hoffman plans to come to the Borough in 
April to see the bust of his father.  Council discussed where the monument should be 
placed.  The monument is a large boulder with the bust and plaque on top.  Mr. Wolfe 
requested that the Property Committee make a recommendation about where it should be 
located. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane received a request from the water company to locate a water buffalo at the 
Liberty Pool in case there would ever be an emergency and the Borough would be without 
water.  Mr. Ditton requested that the tank be located at the Second Street School.  Mr. 
Ruane will inform the water company. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark presented a letter from the Sewer Authority requesting the council approve the 
appointment of Don Troxell to fill the unexpired term of the late Don Shuman.  Mr. Wolfe 
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asked why the authority meets in the afternoon because the Borough’s representative is not 
always available to attend afternoon meetings due to his work schedule.  Ms. Lark replied 
that the meetings have been at 4:30 for several years because it is more convenient for the 
employees and board members.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council would like to table the 
vote on Mr. Shuman’s replacement out of respect for Mr. Shuman. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko informed the council that he is getting a price on a used tar buggy.  He 
thinks that the Borough should consider the purchase of this item because of the number of 
streets in the Borough that could be repaired and maintained with a tar buggy. 
He also recommended that the council sells the bucket truck and purchases another one at 
auction.  The next auction will be held the end of April.  It would be to the borough’s 
advantage to sell the current bucket truck while it has a current inspection and registration.  
The truck has rust and the union has informed the council that they will not drive the 
vehicle.  Mr. Slodysko stated that he drives the vehicle to the location where it is needed 
and the union members operate the bucket.   
 
Mr. Straub moved to purchase a bucket truck if it meets the requirements, contingent upon 
the Finance Committee being able to find the money for the purchase in the current budget.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
  
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt requested that Mr. Wolfe and Herb Gottshall attend the meeting next 
Tuesday.  The Board is preparing an ordinance regarding the Fire Department and they 
have some questions for the two men.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he would be at the meeting.   
 
The Board plans to have an information booth at Pineknotter Days and would like to have 
a Fire Safety program in October for the children in the Borough, possibly at the Second 
Street building. 
  
Committee Reports 

Finance 
The committee will meet on April 19th at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger stated that there was a successful meeting with the teamster’s union 
and the state conciliator last Friday evening. 

  
The committee will meet with Tom Slodysko on April 19th at 7:30 p.m. for his 3-month 
evaluation. 
 
Property 
Mr. Rees stated that there will be no meeting this month.  The committee members will 
go to Pineknotter Park to determine on a site for the memorial for Mr. Hoffman. 
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The council discussed a letter that was received from one of the employees of AREA 
Services.  Mr. Straub stated that he had told them to call him whenever the roof leaked 
and he would go up immediately to try to locate the leak.  He has never been contacted.    
 
Public Safety 
No meeting this month. 

 
Recreation 
The committee met and discussed installing a new playground at Second Street.  A 
Touch of Class was present to provide some ideas and offered some services.  The 
committee will meet on April 26th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Streets 
The committee will meet on April 11 at 7:00 p.m.  One topic on the agenda is to revisit 
the truck ordinance.  They will also discuss an ordinance for a stop sign at Madison and 
Jefferson.   
 
A representative, Don Free, from PennDOT contacted the office to inform the Borough 
about the new state ruling regarding prevailing wages.  All paving and storm water 
work are now to be bid at prevailing wages.  He stated that if the Borough street 
department can install the storm sewers, that would save the Borough from having to 
pay prevailing wages.  Atty. Shoch stated that this ruling does not bode well for a 
potential appeal for the ruling that was made on the Borough’s contract last year.  
[NOTE:  Governor Rendell has since suspended this ruling.] 
 
Second Street  
The committee will not meet this month. 
 
Mr. Wolfe informed the council that he met the Governor at a recent Chamber of 
Commerce meeting.  However, he did not ask about the money that’s been earmarked 
for Second Street. 

   
Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Resolution C-2006.  This resolution authorizes small 
borrowing and is necessary to borrow the money to purchase the new truck.  Mrs. 
Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Rees moved to adopt Ordinance 2006-5.  This ordinance authorizes the 

Borough’s Central Keystone COG Membership.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  There is a one-time fee of $250 to join. Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt Resolution D-2006.  This resolution authorizes the 

appointment of a member to Central Keystone COG to represent the Borough.  Mr. 
Paul Ruane is to be the representative.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe stated that newsletter articles are due by Friday. 
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5. Mr. Wolfe asked what the council can do about garbage in the town.  He requested 

that property owners be cited if there is garbage on their property.  Mayor Brosius 
suggested that a part-time officer address garbage in the borough one or two days 
each month.  Mr. Wolfe stated that she could require that as Mayor.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that the solicitor had advised that these are police issues.   

 
6. Mrs. Groninger addressed the issue of the increasing number of satellite dishes 

appearing in the Borough.  Council discussed whether the placement of the dishes 
could be regulated.  Mr. Shoch replied that he would look into the matter.       

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$28,466.86; Liberty Splashland bills total $35.11.   

 
2. The American Red Cross has requested permission to use Liberty Splashland for 

swimming classes from June 19 to June 30 and July 7th.  Mrs. Groninger suggested 
that Greg Carl be asked since the council does not know if anything is planned at 
the pool on those dates.  She suggested that the topic be tabled.  Mr. Wolfe tabled 
the request and asked that the Borough Secretary speak with Greg Car.   

 
3. Mayor Brosius informed the council that on Arbor Day, April 28th, the 

Susquehanna Valley Garden Club will dedicate a tree in King Street Park in Sgt. 
Bret Swank’s memory.  The time of the dedication is not yet known.  Margaret 
Weirick, a member of the Shade Tree Commission, is aware of the service. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe stated that since Mr. Shuman was also a member of the Shade Tree 

Commission, his unexpired term must be filled. 
 

5. Mr. Ditton mentioned the county’s current ban on burning and asked if the council 
wished to consider making it permanent.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council could 
discuss it in two weeks. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
May 2, 2006 at 7:00 PM 

  
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan Mr. Wolfe. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Frank Wetzel, Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Noelle Long, Jonathan Rees, and Darvin Straub.  Others present were Mayor 
Brosius; Richard Shoch, solicitor; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Mark Cassel, Police Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.   
  
Public Comment 
• Mr. Mark Walberg informed the council that he is purchasing the property at 80 King 

Street from the Unitarian Church.  This was the former Steele property.  He explained 
to the council his plans to restore the property.  Once renovated, he will rent out 
professional office space.  He also plans to build a large Victorian gazebo and koi pond 
on the property and lease the building and grounds for weddings and special events.  
Mr. Walberg has purchased numerous historic homes Sunbury that he has restored and 
now leases.  One building contains the offices of State Representative Merle Phillips 
and U. S. Representative Don Sherwood.  Mr. Walberg is also considering whether to 
purchase a trolley that would provide transportation between Northumberland and 
Sunbury.   

 
Mr. Walberg has read the Borough codes and noted that the code states that in the 
Historic District, office space may contain only three employees.  He is questioning if 
this number may be increased since this property would have adequate off-street 
parking.  
 
Mr. Wolfe replied that he thinks the plans sound great and would improve the 
downtown.  Mr. Walberg was advised that he could apply to the Zoning Board for a 
variance. 

 
• Ms. Barbara Reeder questioned if the council has considered banning burning.  She 

stated that she does not want to smell smoke when she is in her yard.  Mrs. Groninger 
asked if she has contacted the police.  She has not.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he feels the 
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subject warrants a public meeting. The Public Safety Committee will meet the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 to discuss the topic and hear the public’s views.  

 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:17 p.m. to discuss litigation and 
personnel issues.  Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 7:38 p.m.  The issues discussed 
were litigation and personnel.  No action is required for the litigation.   
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the Personnel Committee met to evaluate Thomas Slodysko, 
Street Supervisor.  They are recommending that his salary be increased to $31,000 
annually, retroactive to April 3, 2006.  The motion was moved and seconded by Mrs. 
Groninger and Mr. Straub and carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius welcomed Patrolman Mark Cassel who has prepared a report on a 2006 
vehicle acquisition.  He provided costs for both a Crown Victoria and a Dodge Charger 
and estimates of the trade-in value of the 1999 Crown Victoria.  Gas mileage for local 
driving is approximately 17 m.p.h. for both vehicles.  The vehicle would be purchased 
through the piggy-back program.  The dealership is located in New Jersey.  Mayor Brosius 
suggested that the council discuss the topic at the work session.  The last time Officer 
Cassel spoke to the dealer, he was told that both vehicles were in stock.  Mr. Wetzel asked 
if money was budgeted for the new vehicle.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the vehicle is to be 
purchased with money from the Parking Meter Fund.  Currently the fund has 
approximately $4,000.  The approximate value of the police vehicle that would be sold is 
$6,000.  Mr. Wolfe stated that a loan could be obtained for the vehicle.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated that the last time a police car was purchased, the “extra” costs were about $5,000.  
Mr. Ditton questioned if there were any additional expenses to equip the vehicle that are 
not included in the price provided.  Officer Cassel stated that the report lists all expenses.  
Mr. Wolfe tabled the issue to be discussed at the work session. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that Chief Fink has completed an application for a DARE grant.  It 
has been given to Mr. Wolfe for his approval.   
 
Cleaning efforts are ongoing at the Girl Scout Little House.  Mayor Brosius thanked Girl 
Scout Troup 2947, Bethel and William Shambach, and Fannie Mausteller for cleaning the 
building and the Borough Crew for removing the refuse. She also thanked the following 
people who have donated their services by supplying rugs, blinds, silverware, flowers and 
a Superbroom:  Frye’s Interiors, Phyllis and Norman Rich, Brownie Troup 463, Bethel 
Shambach, the Point Township Garden Club, and Fannie Mausteller.   Barbara Kistner was 
recognized for coordinating the efforts and for her design for the Memorial cases that will 
be installed this summer in memory of Kissy Kistner. 
 
Mr. Straub asked about the progress of the proposed handicapped ramp.  The Girl Scouts 
have some funding toward the project and are obtaining an estimate for a ramp.  The 
Property Committee will review the design for approval.   
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The Mayor’s report includes a Proclamation from the Governor designating May 4, 2006 
as Day of Prayer in Pennsylvania.  This Day of Prayer will be observed in front of the 
Borough Building at noon on Thursday, May 4th. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported that the Code Car is now 13 years old and was just inspected. The 
brake lines and gas lines are beginning to rust. 
 
Mr. Ruane learned that the Borough will be required to update its flood ordinance.  The 
state will review the current ordinance and make recommendations. 
 
A subdivision plan for property owned by Gary and Angela Klick at Sheets and Sawmill 
Avenues was presented.  The Planning Commission has approved the plan.  A motion to 
approve the plan was moved and seconded by Mr. Rees and Mr. Wetzel and carried with a 
unanimous vote. 
 
Repairs have been completed at the property at 276 Duke Street which had been damaged 
by fire.  Mr. Ruane stated that the insurance money held in escrow by the Borough should 
be turned over to the property owner. 
 
A letter was received from Arlene Sees concerning the neighboring property.  A tree had 
fallen over and branches are in her yard.  The neighboring property owner lives elsewhere 
and the house is vacant.  Mr. Ruane visited the property today.  He stated that the grass is 
cut and there is no rubbish in the yard.  Mr. Ruane learned that the property owner has just 
received the check from the insurance company and will take care of removing the tree. 
Mrs. Groninger stated that Mrs. Sees has come to the council several times about this tree 
because she was concerned about the condition of the property.  Mrs. Groninger stated that 
Mrs. Sees is a “good neighbor”.  Mr. Shoch advised that this is a private matter between 
the property owners; it is not a public concern unless it is a safety issue or a nuisance.  
Atty. Shoch stated that there is no code that addresses this issue.  However, he added that 
the Borough could adopt a code that addresses a dead tree that may fall down as a safety 
issue.  And he added that Mrs. Sees may sue the neighboring property owner if she wishes.  
Mayor Brosius stated that this is a property owner who has been cited for not shoveling his 
snow and not cutting his grass.  Mr. Ruane stated that the grass was cut today when he was 
at the property. 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that at the work session, council was concerned about the length of 
time that it has taken for the sidewalks to be completed in the Borough.  Mr. Ruane stated 
that the second and third wards have been checked in 2005 to see if the sidewalks have 
been completed.  Approximately 35 letters were sent in 2005 and Mr. Ruane will go out 
this month to see if their walks have been completed and cite those who have not done so.  
Mr. Ruane added that the 1st ward has not been checked yet.                                                                               
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that many residents who do not have a lot of money have complied with 
the ordinance and repaired or replaced their sidewalks.  They took out loans or did 
whatever they needed to do.  He feels that the residents have been given ample time – up to 
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four years to comply.  Mr. Wolfe added that while it may sound heartless, it is not the 
Borough’s responsibility if the property owner cannot afford to put in the sidewalks.  He 
explained that this is a safety issue and if the property owner has to take out a loan, that’s 
the way it must be.  Just like property taxes; if the property owner cannot pay the taxes, he 
is not given an unlimited amount of time to pay them.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved that by June 1, all property owners who have not complied with the 
sidewalk ordinance will be cited by the code office or the police.  Mrs. Long seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Shoch advised that it is more of a code issue; but the police 
could issue citations as well.  Mrs. Groninger stated that Paul is busy this time of year and 
does not have time to go after violators.  Mr. Ruane added that he is also busy with the 
rental violations, building inspections, street backfilling, and would like to cut his hours 
back.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the budget includes money for part-time help in the code 
office.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that the police be asked to enforce some of these codes.  
The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Rees moved to advertise for help for the Code Officer at a rate of $9.00 per hour, if 
Mr. Redington does not have sixteen hours per week to devote to the Code Office.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion took place over the amount of time Mr. 
Redington may have to devote to the Code Office along with his part-time position with 
the Police Department.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko thanked the council for the increase in his salary. 
 
Mr. Slodysko informed the council that he was unsuccessful in purchasing a bucket truck 
at the auction at the desired price.  He plans to attend other auctions to attempt to purchase 
a bucket truck. 
 
Mr. Slodysko asked if the playground at the Second Street building is to be mulched.  He 
was told that it is. 
 
The crew has opened one of the two storm sewers below Duke Street, located behind 
Amato’s and A-Plus.  Mr. Slodysko stated that this may have been why Duke Street 
flooded during heavy rains. 
 
Work on reinforcing the pool wall will begin tomorrow.   
 
Mulch will be placed on the playgrounds by the end of the week. 
 
A bid has been received for the bucket truck; however it is less than the asking price so it 
was not accepted at this time.   
 
Mr. Slodysko has attempted to find the leak at the Rescue Building but cannot locate the 
source.  He also requested the list of items to be repaired at the building. 
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Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark thanked Mr. Slodysko for working with the Sewer Authority on various 
projects. 
She asked if the council has considered the letter that was presented at the April council 
meeting requesting that Don Troxell be appointed to the Sewer Authority to fill the 
unexpired term of Don Shuman who passed away recently.  Mrs. Groninger moved to 
appoint Don Troxell to the Sewer Authority to fill the unexpired term of Don Shuman.  
The term ends on Dec. 31, 2006.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Ditton read a report from the board.   

1. A junior firefighter requested that the board consider having a Fire Department 
Chaplain, possibly as a joint service with Sunbury.  The Board asked the junior 
firefighter to research the services that could be offered and to check if a local 
minister would volunteer the services. 

 
2. The Recruitment/ Retention Committee is trying to start a smoke alarm program, 

considering giving smoke alarms to people who don’t have them.  They may 
possibly offer to install the alarms for people who are unable to install them 
themselves. 

 
3. Brian Crebs, Dean Paul, Josh Newberry and Judyann Schmidt have been selected 

to the Budget Subcommittee.  Judyann Schmidt has been selected to be the 
spokesperson to the Finance Committee.  The group’s first meeting is slated for 
May 15th.   

 
4. The Board would like Bryan Wolfe to attend the next meeting to help with one 

section of the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he would attend. 
 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the council will meet on Monday, May 15th, for a work session. 
Election Day is Tuesday, May 16th.   
  
Committee Reports 
      Finance 

The Finance Committee met in April and determined to adjust $3,000 in payroll        
expenses from the police budget to the code budget since Mr. Redington has been 
working for the Police Department on code work. 
 

      2005 Audit Report 
Mr. Ditton moved to accept the 2005 Audit Report as provided by Patricia Young, 
CPA.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  
Motion passed 6-1. 

 
Personnel  
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The Personnel Committee will meet on May 17th at 6:30 p.m. to conduct an evaluation 
of the Borough Secretary. 
Property 
The committee checked on the monument to be erected at Pineknotter Park and 
determined where it should be located.   
 
Mr. Rees stated that the committee met last month to tour the Rescue Building.  Mr. 
Slodysko will take care of the repairs as discussed.  Mr. Rees is negotiating the terms 
of the new lease with Mr. Rumberger. 

       
The committee will meet on May 23rd at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked about a piece of Borough-owned property adjacent to his property.  
The property owner on the other side of the Borough’s property would like to purchase 
the property.  Mr. Wolfe asked what responsibility the Borough has to maintain the 
property.  He explained that the piece of land on Lincoln Street and is surrounded by 
residential properties on the other three sides.  Mr. Shoch stated that if the land is 
located in a residential area, the Borough should at least minimally maintain the 
property.  He added that it would be different if the land were located in a more remote 
area.  He does not feel that the Borough must go to the expense of planting grass.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that the Borough owns another section of unopened Fifth Street.  
Residents had approached council years ago to purchase the property behind their 
residences and were denied.  She added that the Borough owns property throughout the 
town.  She also noted that many years ago, the Borough sold property above this 
property in question.  However, she does not know the reason that property was sold.  
Atty. Shoch stated that by common law, if the Borough has not opened a street, the 
property reverts back to the adjoining landowners after a certain number of years, 
possibly twenty years.  He will look up the law for clarification.  Mrs. Groninger stated 
that one solicitor had told the council that the Borough would need to make a 
movement on the property in order to maintain ownership.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he is 
not interested in owning the land, but feels that it would be in the Borough’s best 
interest to allow the property owner to take it over so the Borough does not need to 
maintain it.     

 
Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton announced that the committee will meet at 6:30 on May 23rd.  The topic of 
discussion will be whether to ban burning.  The meeting is opened to the public. 

 
Recreation 
Ms. Long informed that council that the committee would like to put in a new 
playground at the Second Street property.  A local business has volunteered to provide 
free services for landscape design and site preparation.  This will be presented in 
writing.  There will be a fee of between $500 and $1,000 that the Borough will be 
asked to pay.  She added that there is some funding in the donation account that can be 
used toward the playground.  The committee would also like to begin a capital 
campaign for funding.  The proposed time frame is to have the playground completed 
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by next fall.  On May 11 at 3:15 p.m., a representative of Play World will be at the 
school to meet with Ms. Long.   
 
Ms. Long moved to approve obtaining plans for the playground area at Second Street at 
a cost of $500 to $1000, with much of the services donated.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
Streets 
Mr. Straub moved to conduct a traffic study at the intersection on Madison and 
Jefferson for the proposed stop sign on Madison for eastbound traffic.  Ms. Long 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Ms. Long, Mr. Rees, 
and Mr. Straub voted aye.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Wetzel voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2. 
  
Mr. Straub explained that the committee also discussed adopting an ordinance that 
determines the proposed truck route on Strawbridge Road and Prince Street.  Mr. 
Shoch advised that there may be some federal requirements that must be met.  Atty. 
Shoch will check on the requirements before the Borough enacts an ordinance that 
could be challenged.   

 
Labor & Industry – Prevailing Wage Ruling   
Mr. Wolfe moved and Mr. Ditton seconded a motion to appeal the Prevailing Wage 
Ruling with Labor & Industry.  Mr. Straub stated that he feels this is a good suggestion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
  
Second Street 
Mr. Straub moved and Mr. Ditton seconded a motion to put out for bid the Second 
Street Re-Roofing Project.  The money to pay for the rolled rubber roof has been 
donated.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the American Red Cross’s request to use Liberty 
Splashland for classes on June 19-30 and July 7 at a cost of $600.  Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  This figure was determined by Greg Carl, based on the 
actual cost to the pool.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of February 21, 2006.  Ms. Long seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Rees moved and Mr. Straub seconded the motion to approve the minutes of 

March 7, 2005.  Mr. Ditton had a question relating to an item in the minutes.  He 
asked if the property owner was contacted about the junk that has accumulated on 
his property on lower Orange Street.  Mr. Ruane was no longer at the meeting, but 
it was believed that the property owner has been contacted.  Motion to approve the 
minutes passed unanimously. 
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3. Mr. Ditton moved and Mr. Straub seconded a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Straub 
questioned the bill of $585 from Dan’s Disposal for the garbage removal at the 
Recycling Building.  The bill was for nine months, from July 2005 to March 2006.  
Mr. Straub stated that when the budget was being prepared for 2006, he had 
requested that this expense be removed.  Mr. Ditton asked if he was told not to pick 
up the refuse at the recycling center.  Mr. Straub replied that he has looked for him, 
but he is never at the recycling center.  Mr. Wolfe asked if Mr. Ditton wished to 
amend the motion to exclude the bill.  Mr. Ditton replied no, that he feels it should 
be paid.  Mr. Straub removed his second.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Ditton asked about the bill of $1713 for contracted services from Informant 
Technologies.  It is the annual fee for the police software.  The $1,000 for 
Revitalization is the donation for 2006.  Mr. Ditton asked about the bill for the 
backflow preventor testing in the water pit.  Mr. Slodysko explained what had been 
done for the test which must be conducted annually.  Roll call vote to pay the bills:  
Mr. Wetzel, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. 
Wolfe and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion carried 5-2.   

 
4. The postmaster has requested a clarification of street names in the Borough, most 

notably, Susquehanna Road or Street and Madison Avenue or Street.  The Borough 
Office will research the names. 

  
5. A Voting Machine Demonstration will be held on May 3rd, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

at Kiwanis Building 
 

6. The Borough Secretary asked if a motion is required to close the Escrow Account 
for the insurance funds for the Duke Street property that had a fire, giving the 
property owner the $10,000 and transferring the interest from the account into the 
General Fund.  Mr. Wolfe stated that a motion was not required. 

 
7. Mr. Wolfe asked for a motion to pay the bill for interest for $497 from Sunbury 

Motor Co.  Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bill and Mrs. Long seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  The annual interest rate was 12%.  Mr. Shoch informed 
council that his firm represents the company and that he therefore cannot advise the 
Borough on the issue.  Roll call vote – All nays.  Motion failed 0-7. 

 
8. Mr. Wolfe stated that the deadline for the summer newsletter is Friday, June 9th. 

 
9. Mr. Straub announced that the Kiwanis Club is holding a Craft Show downtown on 

Saturday, May 20th. 
 

10. Mrs. Long announced that on June 3rd, a Community Yard Sale and Chinese 
Auction would be held at the Second Street building to benefit the building fund.   

 
11. Mayor Brosius announced that History Day in King Street Park would be held on 

May 13th from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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Mr. Wolfe announced at 9:21 p.m. that the council would adjourn for an Executive Session 
to discuss personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 9:32 p.m.  No action was 
required. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
June 6, 2006 at 7:00 PM 

 
Vice President Charles “Bud” Ditton called the meeting to order. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles "Bud" Ditton, Judith Groninger, Jonathan Rees, 
Darvin Straub, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Richard Shoch, 
solicitor; Timothy Find, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas 
Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council members 
Noelle Long and Bryan Wolfe were absent due to other commitments. 
 
The 12 visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

• Judyann Schmidt voiced a complaint about the bank at Strawbridge Road and 
Horizon Avenue.  Mr. Slodysko stated that the street crew is going to measure the 
right-of-way and will see what can be done to improve visibility at this 
intersection. 

 
• Mr. Harold Metzger stated his opposition to a ban on burning.  He feels that 

because of the limited amount of time to burn, fewer toxins are created by burning 
than by the vehicles that travel Routes 147 and 11.  He estimated that 
approximately 12,000 vehicles travel Route 147 a day and Route 11 has about 
5,000 vehicles a day.  Dr. Ditton informed him that the council would vote on the 
issue at the July 18th council meeting. 

 
• Mr. Don Frye, representing his mother and Mr. Pardoe, residents of 131 and 119 

Queen Street respectively, requested permission to remove a tree that is located in 
the tree space between the two properties.  He stated that the trees are much larger 
than they were supposed to be and most of the residents would like to see them 
removed.  He is requesting permission to remove the tree so the sidewalk can be 
repaired.  He would like to wait to replace the sidewalk until a decision is 
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rendered about the removal of the tree.  The council requested that the Borough 
Office contact the Shade Tree Commission to review the problem. 

 
• Becky Hollenbach stated that she is in favor of burning.  The borough no longer 

has curbside recycling, or a clean-up day.  She thinks that most people burn 
responsibly.  Ms. Hollenbach informed the council that there are approximately 
20 wild cats in a ravine above Prince Street, between Fifth and Sixth Streets.  
Chief Fink advised her to contact the game commission.  Ms. Hollenbach asked if 
anyone in town takes grass clippings, etc.  Mr. Straub informed her that the 
recycling center would be receiving a grant to purchase equipment that will 
enable them to accept grass clippings and brush from residents in the future.  

 
• Shirley McCloskey, a resident of the Third Ward, stated that many properties 

should be cleaned up, adding that the garbage is so high behind some houses that 
you cannot see the porches.  Mr. Ruane stated that he needs addresses in order to 
cite violators.  Mr. Fink stated that an officer is canvassing Ward 1 for violations, 
and will be proceeding to Wards 2 and 3. 

 
• Ms. Betty Boyer, a resident of 315-317 King Street, informed the council that 

when the street was paved, the contractor cut her driveway.  The water is now 
going down her driveway.  Mayor Brosius stated that adding fill to the space 
between the curb and sidewalk would not solve the problem.  Mr. Ruane stated 
that the curbing was put in level to the driveway to make a smoother driveway.  
Mr. Slodysko will look into the situation, and possibly channel the water. 

 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session to discuss personnel and litigation at 
7:22 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:44 p.m.  A personnel issue will be brought 
up for a vote during the committee report. 

 
Mayor's Report 

• A Letter of Commendation to those who helped with the recent drug arrests in the 
area was noted. 

 
• The police will conduct a bike auction on July 4th in front of the Police Station.   
 
• Chief Fink is seeking resumes from criminal justice interns from McCann School. 

 
• Police Vehicle 

The council discussed the options for a police vehicle.  Officer Mark Cassel 
provided a cost comparison.  The total estimated vehicle cost, including 
equipment cost, was $28,024.30 for the Dodge Charger and $24, 319.35 for the 
Ford Crown Victoria.  It was noted that the Dodge is better on gas; but the Crown 
Victoria costs less.  
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Estimates for the vehicle to be sold are from $2,500 to $3,000.  The vehicle could 
be listed on Ebay, or advertised in the paper.  Mr. Straub stated that the last police 
vehicle was sold through North Branch Auto Sales.  The vehicle could also be 
used as an upgrade for the code office.  However, the code car now has less 
mileage.  Mr. Ruane added that he does not need a big car; a smaller car would be 
adequate.  Ms. Schmidt stated that the Emergency Services Board would be 
interested in obtaining the vehicle for the Fire Chief.   
 
Chief Fink stated that the Dodge operates on four cylinders during in-town 
driving.  Mr. Wetzel asked how the vehicles have performed as police car.  Mr. 
Fink stated that there is an article on the web stating that a police department in 
Michigan is happy with the vehicles and is ordering more.  Mr. Rees stated that he 
likes the Dodge better than the Crown Victoria, but is wondering if there is a 
justification for purchasing the Dodge since it is a higher priced vehicle.  Officer 
Cassel included the price to fully equip the vehicles in his comparison. 
 
Mr. Straub moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded to purchase the Ford Crown Victoria 
at a price of $21,451.  (Note:  The equipment cost is estimated to be $2,868.35.) 
The roll call vote was unanimous to purchase the vehicle.  The vehicle should be 
available within a few weeks.  The vehicle will be purchased through a lease 
purchase agreement over two years.  Mr. Shoch advised that the paperwork for 
small borrowing would be required. 
 

• Mayor Brosius informed the council that Chief Fink is working with the parking 
meter company to resolve the problems with the meters. 

 
• Second Street Yard Sale and Auction was a success.  Mayor Brosius thanked 

Noelle and Bob Long for their efforts; $944 was raised and with a possibility of 
additional funds from the sale of the donated organ. 

 
• Susquehanna University students are once again coming to our community to 

perform volunteer work on August 26.  The mayor has requested suggestions of 
work to be done. 

 
• The Heart of Pennsylvania Chorus will perform in King Street Park on June 14th 

at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane stated that he is having difficulty tracking down mortgage companies 
who own properties in the Borough.  The Street Department may have to cut the grass, 
weeds, etc.  Mr. Shoch offered to contact the mortgage companies. 
 
 Public Works Supervisor's Report 

• Mr. Tom Slodysko thanked Mr. Straub and everyone for his or her patience while 
the crew has been busy at the pool and with grass cutting.  The pool wall has been 
completed. 
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• Mr. Slodysko has estimated the cost to replace the sidewalks at the Second Street 

building.  The cost to replace all of the concrete would be approximately $6,200.  
The work would be done in three or four pours.  For $2,500, Mr. Slodysko could 
replace the sidewalk and entrance to the building, and fill in the remaining area 
with topsoil and seed.  He also informed the council that two of the maple trees 
are dying and will be removed before the sidewalks are installed. Mr. Straub 
recommended that all the concrete be removed at this time.  He suggested that 
new concrete be installed in the sidewalk area, and stone could be put on both 
sides of the sidewalk.  Mrs. Groninger stated that stones 

 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that the contract for the sewer work has been 
awarded. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt asked that the council consider the recommendations for the 
amendments to Chapter 5 of the Borough Code.  Mr. Shoch will review the proposed 
changes.   
 
The Borough has received a copy of the ISO Report, which was last updated in 1999.    
 
Ms. Schmidt stated that the representative from the #1's has not attended the past 3 
meetings.  A letter has been sent to the fire company requesting that a new representative 
be appointed to the Board. 
 
The Board would like the curbing painted yellow across from the fire companies. 

 
Committee Reports 
     Finance - No Report 
      
     Personnel 

Mrs. Groninger reported that the committee met on June 1, 2006 and interviewed two 
candidates for the Assistant Code Enforcement Officer position.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to hire Alan Derr and Ann Roll as part time code officers 
under the direction of Paul Ruane.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  The pay rate will 
be $9.00 per hour.  The roll call to hire both individuals was unanimous. 
 

 Property 
Mr. Rees stated that he has negotiated a lease with AREA Services for the Rescue 
Building.  Mr. Slodysko has determined the repairs to be done to the roof and will 
have them made. 
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Mr. Rees moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded a motion to extend the lease 
agreement for the Rescue Building with AREA Services at a monthly rent of $850 for 
3 years.  The roll call was unanimous to approve. 

 
Mr. Rees reported that the committee discussed allowing the Girl Scouts to purchase 
a portable handicapped ramp. 
 
Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton stated that the committee met to discuss a ban on burning.  He thanked all 
the council members for attending the committee meeting.  A vote will be taken at the 
July 18th meeting. 

      
     Recreation - No report 
 
     Streets 

• Mr. Straub stated that he has visited Fifth Street by ButterKrust Bakery to view 
the access for the trucks to maneuver into the garage bays.  Mr. Straub thinks that 
the easiest solution is to erect "no parking" signs on Fifth Street across from the 
Holsum bakery. 

 
Mr. Straub moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded a motion to erect the "no parking" 
signs.  Council unanimously passed the motion. 
 

• Mr. Rees moved to accept Paving Bid through the Central Susquehanna COG of 
$73,951.50 from HRI, Inc. for street paving with a completion date of 8/31/06.  
Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  The roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
• The street committee will meet next Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
     Second Street 

Dr. Ditton conducted the bid opening for the Second Street Re-Roofing Project.  Mr. 
Rees moved to accept the low bid of from Boss Construction providing all the 
specifications are met.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  The roll call vote to accept 
the bid was unanimous. 

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved, Mrs. Groninger seconded, and council voted unanimously to 
adopt Resolution E.  This resolution revises the 2006 Fee Schedule.   

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Straub moved to adopt the minutes of April 4 and May 2, 2006.  Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked if a study has been done for 
the stop sign on Madison Avenue at Jefferson Street.  Chief Fink will check with 
Officer Redington.  The council voted unanimously to approve the minutes. 
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2. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve payment of the bills, and Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion. The General Fund unpaid bills total to $75, 021.18 and Liberty 
Splashland's unpaid bills total $7,561.16.  Council approved the motion 
unanimously. 

 
3. Mr. Rees moved to transfer $7,700 recreation tax from the General Fund to the 

Liberty Splashland account.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Rees moved that the "No Parking during School Hours" signs be moved from 

the current locations at the Northumberland Christian School on Second Street 
and erected on Fifth Street from Orange Street to Sheetz Avenue.  Ms. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Rees moved to approve a request from the Northumberland/ Point Township 

Kiwanis Club to hold a craft show in the downtown area on May 19, 2007.  Mr. 
Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call - All ayes. 

 
6. Mr. Rees moved for an insert in the newsletter with recycling information on one 

side and the burning ordinance on the other side.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote- All ayes. 

 
7. Ms. Groninger and Mr. Wetzel reported that Cliff Shaffer called each of them to 

request the council not vote to ban burning. 
 
8. Service Electric has informed the council that their rate is being increased. 

 
Mr. Rees moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, Northumberland PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
July 18, 2006 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles "Bud" Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Brosius; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Public Comment 
 

• Mr. Allen Wagner, of Wagner Surveying, presented a plan of the Priestley 
Townhouse.  Action will be taken during the Code Enforcement Officer's report. 

 
• Ms. Becky Hollenbach stated that she has contacted the game commission concerning 

the wild cats, and was told that there is nothing they will do.  Mr. Jack Snyder 
informed her that he has trapped several wild cats and taken them to the SPCA.  He 
feels that an ordinance should address the issue and require that cat owners keep their 
cats at home.  Mr. Shoch advised that there could be an ordinance requiring people to 
control their pet cats.  However, it would be difficult to enforce an ordinance on wild 
cats.  It may be necessary then to make one on squirrels, etc.  Another person stated 
that a friend in Selinsgrove has told her that Selinsgrove advises residents that they 
may trap the animals and take them to the SPCA. 

 
• Mr. Lauren Miller stated that he wanted people to know that if their sidewalks were 

approved, they may still be inspected again and the property owner may have to 
replace them if they are not in compliance.  He was informed that the ordinance 
requires property owners to keep their sidewalks in compliance. 

 
• Mr. Steve Reeves, 535 Hanover Street, informed the council that one of his neighbors 

has disposed of paint in the alley behind his house.  He also complained about a 
property owner on Fifth Street who consistently has high grass, and a house full of 
trash.  Mr. Ruane replied that a letter has been sent to this property owner.  It was also 
suggested Mr. Reeves call the police if he sees a violation. 

 
• Mr. Dennis Deitrick asked if the Borough is planning to replace the curbs that are 

broken up in the borough.  He has replaced sidewalks, which cost $5200, but his curbs 
are in bad shape and should be replaced.  Mrs. Groninger replied that the money has 



 2

already been allocated for the street work for this year.  Mr. Rees added that the Street 
Committee could consider the suggestion for next year. 

 
• Ms. Shirley McCloskey informed the council that the side and back porches of 

properties on Wheatley Avenue contain garbage, furniture, etc.  Mr. Wolfe replied that 
the council has hired two part-time code officers to address problems and a part-time 
police officer is also canvassing the borough citing property owners who are not 
maintaining their properties.  The Borough must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that 
a law has been broken.   

 
• Ms. Shirley McCloskey asked why the neighbors were not informed about a sex 

offender who moved into her neighborhood. Mr. Wolfe stated that all sex offenders 
who live in the Borough must be registered on the internet.  He stated that the council 
could consider restricting sex offenders outside a certain radius from schools, etc.  
Sunbury is currently considering some type of restriction.  It was suggested that the 
Borough should post pictures and a list of sex offenders if it is allowed by law.  
Council agreed to research, restrict, and give public information as permitted.  There is 
a matter of privacy and degree of violation which is not specified on the internet.  

 
• New residents to the borough were advised by Chief Fink that 10:00 p.m. is the 

deadline for loud noise in the borough. 
 
Burning Ban Comments 
 

• Mr. Drake Owen, a fifth and sixth grade teacher, read a statement against burning.  He 
stated that he teaches his students to care for the environment, which is contradicted 
by continuing to burn.  He added that there is no need to burn with a great recycling 
program and other alternatives. 

 
• Ms. Madeline Baus stated that she is opposed to burning.  She has seen a neighbor 

burn a plastic bag of trash and put it in the burn barrel.  She feels that it is too difficult 
to enforce what items are being burned in the borough.  She does not feel that it is a 
personal issue where you may burn whatever you wish on your property because 
everyone else has to breathe it. 

 
• Ms. Groninger stated that she has kept track of public opinion concerning the burning 

issue.  At last count, 64 people are for burning and 32 people are in favor of banning 
burning. 

 
• Mr. Lauren Miller stated that it is too expensive to pay to have paper hauled away in 

the trash each week.  He is in favor of burning. 
 
• Mr. Steve Reeves stated that people do not have money to have a shredder.  He feels 

that many people cannot afford the cost to pay for garbage removal.  Other pollution 
such as cigarette smoking and motorcycle exhausts also adds to the problem. 
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• Mrs. Breon stated that she is in favor of burning.  She feels that is should be permitted 
as long as it is done properly.  She added that the council should stick with the 
ordinance and do something to punish the offenders. 

 
• Ms. Dolores Smith provided pictures of smoking burning barrels in her neighborhood 

on Saturday, July 1, after noon.  She tried to contact the police on a Saturday afternoon 
and evening.  She has had to take water out to extinguish the fire.  She feels that many 
people have health problems that are aggravated by the smoke from burning barrels.  
Five burning barrels surround her house, which is very bad for her health, and she is 
the one suffering from other people's burning. 

 
• Barbara Spaventa voiced her opposition to burning.  Her neighbors’ burning barrel is 

closer to her house than their own.  Pieces of garbage have come floating into her 
house. 

 
• Mark Gulliver is in favor of burning. 
 
• Felix Oshefski is opposed to burning.  He stated people don't know the difference 

between paper and plastic. 
 
• Terry Zellers is in favor of burning. 
 
• Sherry Maneval is in favor of burning. 
 
• Elizabeth Deitrick is opposed to burning. 
 
• Eugene Brosius stated that he had told the council at another meeting that he is in 

favor of burning.  He suggested that the ordinance be refined and a permit required of 
those who wish to burn. 

 
• Lou Spaventa, a chemical engineer who runs an incinerator, stated that burning needs 

to occur at a low temperature.  Ten incinerators release fewer toxins than one burning 
barrel.  He would like to see a compromise.   

 
• Cindy Lark does not burn, but feels that Gene Brosius has a good idea with requiring a 

permit. 
 

Mr. Wolfe stated that most of those opposed to burning are opposed because of health issues.  
He pointed out that even if permits are issued, there is still going to be a health issue. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to ban burning. Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe reworded his 
motion to state no burning of refuse.  He would like to exclude burning for the purpose of heat 
and food preparation.   
 
Ms. Groninger stated that the council has received emails, and people spoke at a Public Safety 
Committee meeting and a council work session.  Her count is now 70 people in favor of 
burning and 35 in favor of a ban on burning.  A key topic was enforcement for those in favor 
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of burning.  Mrs. Groninger read excerpts from a letter written by Rick Boardman.  Mr. 
Boardman is in favor of burning, noting that enforcement is the key.  Ms. Groninger stated 
that is an excellent letter.  She also noted a statement from Mark Giesen, "Be part of the 
solution, not the problem.”  Mrs. Groninger thinks that the main problem is that the Borough 
has not enforced the ordinance.  The motion does not include redefinition of the ordinance.  
She suggested a six month reconfiguration, feeling that there is more to this topic than an up 
or down vote.  She would like to see the ordinance enforced.  The council has vowed to 
improve the community.     
 
Mr. Shoch advised that the motion on the table was for an up or down vote.  He said there was 
nothing to preclude someone else from making a motion to amend an existing ordinance to 
provide for more discussion or a middle ground.  He advised that council may vote to defeat 
this motion and someone else at the table may make a different motion.   
 
Mr. Rees stated that as a conservative, he is torn on the issue because of the sentiments that 
Mr. Boardman wrote about government infringing on an individual's rights.  He stated that if 
the district justice is not going to uphold the ordinance unless the police see the offender light 
the fire, it would be difficult to enforce.  He suggested a possibility of providing a public 
place to burn, such as at the Recycling Center.  Mr. Wetzel questioned how many people 
actually go to a hearing.  He feels that most people would pay the fine, knowing that they 
violated the ordinance.  Ms. Groninger asked the solicitor for his opinion on whether the 
police must see the person light the fire. He said it may be difficult to prove what was being 
burnt if the officer arrives after the article is burned.  Ms. Long stated that in a perfect world, 
with everyone is burning according to the ordinance; the issue is still a health issue.    
 
Mr. Straub stated that the cost of a shredder is $19. A burning barrel is $10 every time it burns 
through, and a shredder never bottoms out so the cost issue is not a good excuse.  It is a health 
issue.  The recycling center accepts plastic bottles, newspapers, glass, steel, and aluminum 
cans.  The center is located in the Borough.  They could use more volunteers; but recycling is 
working and helping the community.  Mr. Wolfe asked what items are not accepted at the 
recycling center.  He noted that a number of emails include comments from people that it will 
be too expensive to get rid of their garbage if they can’t burn it, adding that burning garbage is 
not permitted now.  Mr. Straub explained that the center does not accept mail, cereal boxes, 
and cellophane.  Ms. Long asked if it is possible to purchase a commercial grade shredder to 
keep at the Recycling Center.  Mr. Spaventa stated that the issue comes down to money.  Mr. 
Wetzel stated that he feels the borough should again pick up recyclables.  He would like to 
see the borough provide this service.  Mr. Wolfe stated that for him, it comes down to the 
enforcement issue.  He said that the police increasingly have to deal with drugs, sexual 
predators, etc; issues that are more important than the burning issue.  Even if all residents 
comply with burning only the permitted items, it is still a health issue.   
 
Mr. Spaventa suggested that the council contact DEP to see what kind of impact burning has 
on the community.   
 
Ms. Groninger asked Mr. Ditton to offer an opinion.  Mr. Ditton stated that burning is a 
privilege, not a right.  As such, people have abused that privilege.  He stated that he has 
vacillated on the issue many times.  Last Saturday, he was sitting at the table and noted that 
someone was burning.  He decided that he no longer wanted to smell it anymore.   
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Mayor Brosius stated that as an educator of little children, she teaches them that we should 
reduce, review and recycle.  She also tells them not pollute.  Since burning pollutes the air, so 
she thinks it is time to stop polluting our air.   
 
Mr. Wolfe repeated the motion to ban all refuse burning.  The roll call vote was 5-2 in favor 
of the ban on burning.  Mr. Wetzel and Ms. Groninger opposed the motion.  The ban will not 
go into effect until a new ordinance is approved. 
 
Mr. Wolfe thanked the public for their input. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session to discuss personnel and litigation at 8:20 
p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:50 p.m.  
 
One issue requiring action was a police grievance.  The police requested that the Borough pay 
the difference of the increase in the copays for the 2006 medical coverage.  This issue is not 
addressed in their current contract.  Mr. Wetzel moved, Ms. Long seconded and the council 
voted 6-1 in favor of reimbursing the officers the difference in the copays, and up to $10 more 
for copays for prescriptions.  Ms. Groninger opposed the motion.   
 
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius thanked those who responded to the flood emergency; the police, fire police, 
fire department, and EMA. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if a vote was required for the police to get rid of old computers, 
monitors, and photographic equipment.  Council had previously approved this request. 

 
Chief Fink would like the council to approve an intern, Bridget Swineford from McCann 
School, for the police department for the rest of the summer.  Mr. Wetzel and Mr. Rees made 
and seconded the motion.  The roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
The parking meters that were not working have been replaced.  The police are working with 
the company to see that all meters are working properly. 

 
Carl Welliver has relocated his business, the Quality Print Shop, from Sunbury to 123 Duke 
Street.  She welcomes him to Northumberland. 

 
Pictures of buildings located in the Borough, drawn and donated by Barb Kistner, will be 
raffled off with proceeds going for improvements at the Girl Scout Little House.  The 
Revitalization Committee is selling note cards of these pictures. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane provided a report of the activity of the Code Office for the past month. 

 
A subdivision was presented for the Priestley Townhouses.  The plans include 26 individual 
properties and the formation of a home association to take care of common areas.  Mr. Rees 
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moved and Ms. Groninger seconded a motion to approve the subdivision plans.  The roll call 
vote to approve the plans was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded a motion for the subdivision plan for the First 
Baptist Church.  The roll call vote was 6-0-1 to approve the plan.  Mr. Rees abstained because 
he is a teacher at the school. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved and Ms. Long seconded a motion for the subdivision of Paul Ruane's 
property.  The roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
Ms. Groninger left the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Public Works Supervisor's Report 

• Mr. Straub showed a prototype of the new street signs, the Madison Avenue sign. The 
Reagan Circle sign was misspelled and will be replaced. 

 
• Concrete for sidewalks along Orange Street will be poured at the Second Street 

building tomorrow. 
 

• Mr. Wetzel asked why the driveway at the property on King Street has not been fixed.  
Mr. Slodysko plans to use topsoil that will be removed from the Point.  The work 
should be completed within the near future. 

 
• Mr. Straub stated that he has heard that there is a problem with the paving on Orange 

Street.  Mr. Ditton added that the superpave is torn up if a truck is turned around on it.  
He does not feel that the superpave holds up.  Mr. Ruane reported that he will look 
into the problem. 

 
• Mayor Brosius asked about a hole that is located in the 400 block of Queen Street.  

Ms. Lark stated that it is an old cut from a few years ago.  However the water 
company made a cut close to it and the old cut now requires attention.  The Sewer 
Authority will take care of the problem. 

 
Ms. Groninger returned at 9:09 p.m. 
 

Sewer Authority 
The Sewer Authority repair work will begin next week on Third Street. 
 
Emergency and Municipal Services Board 
Judyann Schmidt informed the council that Luke Landis has been named as the No. 1's 
representative to the Board.  
 
The street crew has begun trimming the trees as requested by the fire department.   
 
Committee Reports 
   Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee will meeting on August 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
to begin the budget preparation.  The committee will not meet tomorrow evening. 
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Personnel – no report 

 
Property 
Recycling Grant:  Mr. Straub moved to approve the recycling grant contract and Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  This grant includes reimbursement toward the Borough’s 2004 truck, 
a chipper, and a Woodrow turner.  The award is less than the full amount requested.  The 
grant total is $145,875; 90%, or $131,287, will be reimbursed by DEP and the Borough’s 
cost is $14,588.  Council voted unanimously to accept the grant contract. 
 
Mr. Rees announced that the committee would not meet this month. 

 
Public Safety  
Mr. Ditton announced that the committee will meet this month on July 25 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Recreation 
The committee will meet this month on July 26 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Streets  
The committee did not meet this month. 
• Mr. Rees moved to hire a contractor to replace storm sewers on Permastone Drive and 

Sheetz Avenue before paving begins.  The Street Department was planning to do the 
work but is now unable to because there is a problem with the borough's backhoe.  The 
cost is estimated to be less than $10,000.  Mrs. Groninger seconded.  The roll call vote 
to approve was unanimous. 

 
Second Street 
The new roof has been completed.  The contract provides for the company to inspect the 
work for the guarantee to be valid.  The check will be sent, once the guarantee is received. 
 
Mr. Wolfe voiced his disappointment in the state not informing the borough when the state 
funding will be available for the Second Street building.  The council has been told that the 
state has approved the $400,000 grant request, but no time frame has been provided to 
enable the council to continue with the plans. 

 
Old Business 

1. Comprehensive Plan:  DCNR has approved a grant of $30,000 for the joint 
Comprehensive Plan with Point Township. 
 
The application for a matching grant from DCED is to be acted upon in the middle of 
August.  DCED would like the council and Point Township Supervisors to adopt an 
ordinance regarding inter-government cooperation.  Sample ordinances have been 
provided.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the recreation committee review the ordinances. 
 

2. Mr. Wolfe reminded the council that they must get certified in NIMS.  Mr. Straub 
informed the council that Bob Crebs has volunteered to conduct a training class for the 
council.  He would be available in September.  The class should take approximately 1-
2 hours.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that Mr. Straub obtain some dates. 
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3. Street lights to replace those that were damaged on Front and Queen Streets are on 

order. 
 
4. Mr. Ditton questioned when PennDOT would be erecting pedestrian signs on Duke 

Street.  No further information has been received. 
 
5. Mr. Ditton commented on the meeting about replacing the railroad crossing on King 

Street.  It was decided that PennDOT and SEDA-COG would replace the railroad 
crossing.  King Street will be closed for a period of five days to two weeks.  They plan 
to have the work completed in August before the start of school.  Mr. Ditton noted that 
PennDOT had previously informed the Borough that work would be done on the 
bridge crossing the West Branch of the Susquehanna River.  He is hopeful that the 
work will not be scheduled for the same time.  At the meeting with PUC, PennDOT 
and SEDA-COG, they asked if the Borough would drop the complaint that was made 
to the PUC.   

 
Ms. Groninger moved to drop the PUC complaint after completion of the crossing and 
Mr. Ditton seconded her motion.  The council approved the motion unanimously. 
 

6. Mr. Shoch informed the council that a request was received from Pennsylvania 
American Water Company to extend the time frame for their response to the 
Borough’s complaint to the PUC regarding lack of water pressure during a power 
outage.  The company would like to have a meeting to discuss a resolution.  They may 
propose to supply a generator until the construction of a tower in Point Township is 
completed.   

7. Mrs. Groninger announced that the swimming pool is celebrating its 30th anniversary 
tomorrow evening from 6:30 to 9:00.  The price for admission is $.50.    A video will 
be shown.   

 
8. Mrs. Long announced that Lemonade Day will take place downtown on August 5th 

from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
9. Mayor Brosius asked if anything was done about the complaint by David Rudy.  The 

Code Office looked into the complaint.  Other property maintenance issues were 
discussed with no action taken. 

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt the minutes of June 6, 2006 and Ms. Long seconded 
the motion.  Discussion.  The bank along Strawbridge Road above Horizon Avenue 
was trimmed.  Verizon plans to relocate the telephone pole.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
the police bike auction was successful.  The proceeds totaled $169.00.  The roll call 
was 6-0-1 to approve the minutes.  Mr. Wolfe abstained because he was absent for that 
meeting. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the payment of bills and Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  

The roll call vote was unanimously approved.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund 
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total $50,683.53; Parks and Recreation bills total $90.37; and Liberty Splashland bills 
total $7,962.65. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe moved to transfer $13,479.50 from the General Fund to the Second Street 

Community Center Fund.  This was a loan that had been borrowed to purchase the 
recycling equipment.  The grant from the state has been received enabling the loan to 
be paid.  Ms. Long seconded the motion.  The roll call vote to approve was 
unanimous. 

 
4. Ms. Groninger moved to transfer payroll expenses from the Liberty Splashland 

Account to the General Fund.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion, and the roll call vote 
was approved unanimously. 

 
5. Mr. Rees moved to transfer money from the savings account at NNB to government 

checking accounts because the interest rate is higher.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the 
motion.  The roll call vote approved unanimously.   

 
Proclamations 
Mayor Brosius read a Proclamation recognizing Northumberland High School Class of 1938: 
 
“This proclamation is presented to the Northumberland High school Class of 1938 in 
recognition of their contributions to Northumberland, Pennsylvania and to the United states of 
America… 
 
WHEREAS the members of the Class of 1938 were reared during the Great Depression and 
overcame the difficulties of the time; and 
 
WHEREAS the members of the Class of 1938 were the first graduating class from the C.W. 
Rice High School; and 
 
WHEREAS 90% of the men of the class and one female classmate in the class served their 
country in World War II; and 
 
WHEREAS some of the members of the class served their country in the Pacific, in Africa, in 
Europe and in occupied Japan during World War II, seeing combat in many of the battles of 
these regions; and 
 
WHEREAS some of the members of the class were awarded the Purple Heart and at least one 
classmate was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross and/or the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Silver Star, the Air Medal along with other medals for their bravery during World 
War II; and 
 
WHEREAS those members of the class that stayed home during the war years supported the 
troops by farming, rationing, growing victory gardens, working and praying for the safe return 
of their loved ones; and 
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WHEREAS two class members were connected with the first atomic bomb.  One worked on 
the Manhattan project and the other was the navigator of the Enola Gay on that historical 
flight over Japan on August 6, 1945; and 
 
WHEREAS two class members gave their lives in the service of the United States of 
America, during World War II, namely Frank Holtzapple and Joseph Marotto; and 
 
WHEREAS after the war the members of the Class of 1938 went on to successful careers in 
Northumberland and throughout the country.  Some went on serving in the military and others 
served their communities in various ways; and 
 
WHEREAS one member of the Class of 1938 gave the Northumberland Pineknotters an 
unforgettable memory on October 12, 1956.  He coached the Class of 1957’s football team 
which on that day defeated the Sunbury Owls – the only victory over Sunbury in the 20th 
Century; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE as the Mayor of the Borough of Northumberland, I do proclaim that 
June 3, (the date of your graduation) shall hereafter be known as the N.H.S. Class of 1938 
Day in the Borough of Northumberland, PA.   
 
Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor 
June 26, 2006” 
 
Mayor Brosius read a Proclamation recognizing Theodore Van Kirk: 
 
“This proclamation is presented to Theodore J. Van Kirk in recognition of his contributions to 
Northumberland, Pennsylvania and to the United States of America… 
 
WHEREAS Teedy Van Kirk was born in Northumberland on February 27, 1921, the son of 
Fred and Grace Van Kirk living his boyhood years at 672 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA; 
and 
 
WHEREAS he was educated in the Northumberland Schools and graduated with the N.H.S. 
Class of 1938 and attended Susquehanna University for a year; and 
 
WHEREAS he enlisted in the Army Air Cadet Program in October of 1941.  Commissioned a 
2nd Lieutenant, he was assigned to the 97th Bomb Group of the 8th Air Force in England.  A 
navigator, now known as Dutch, he flew 58 combat missions over Europe and Northern 
Africa; and 
 
WHEREAS he was selected to fly General Mark Clark on a secret mission to negotiate with 
the Free French in Algeria, and was also navigator on the aircraft that flew General Dwight 
Eisenhower to the invasion site in Northern Africa to launch Operation Torch; and  
WHEREAS after he returned to the USA in June of 1943 he was assigned to Monroe, LA, 
where he was the commanding officer of a training squadron; and 
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WHEREAS he was asked to return to combat for a “Top Secret” mission by Colonel Paul 
Tibbets who chose Dutch for his talents and because he could count on him.  He described 
Dutch as having a cool hand under fire and that he was a perfectionist at his calculations; and 
 
WHEREAS in October of 1944, the crew was assigned to the 509th Composite Group in 
Wendover, Utah, to undergo intensive training in the B-29 Superfortress for a “Top Secret” 
mission; and 
 
WHEREAS after being transferred to the Pacific Island of Tinian in June of 1945, the crew 
was selected to fly the first atomic bomb mission to Hiroshima, Japan, aboard the “Enola 
Gay’, August 6, 1945; and 
 
WHEREAS he is the recipient of various Theater Awards, as well as the Silver Star, 
Distinguished Flying Cross, and the Air Medal (14 times); and 
 
WHEREAS Teedy returned to Northumberland following his discharge in August of 1946 
where he lived while attending Bucknell.  After receiving his BS and MS degrees in Chemical 
Engineering, he joined the DuPont Corporation moving with his wife Mary Jane and their 
four children to various locations during his 30 years with the company; and 
 
WHEREAS he has retired to Georgia but returns to Northumberland for class and family 
reunions; 
 
NOW THEREFORE as the Mayor of the Borough of Northumberland, in recognition of his 
many accomplishments, I do proclaim that February 27, (the date of his birth), hereafter shall 
be known as the Teedy Van Kirk Day in the Borough of Northumberland, PA. 
 
Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor 
June 26, 2006” 
 
Mr. Wolfe thanked the Mayor for her Proclamations.   
 
New Business 
Mrs. Long requested permission to close Front Street for Lemonade Day.  Mr. Straub moved 
to close the street on Lemonade Day from above the driveway of the Omega Bank to King 
Street.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Council voted unanimously to approve. 

 
Mr. Ditton made the motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
August 1, 2006 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 
Richard Shoch, solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Northumberland/ Point Township Revitalization Beautification 
Awards would be presented on August 15th.   
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Russ Sweeley, a resident who is new to the area, asked if the public may comment at any 
time during the meeting or if all comments should be made at the present time.  He was informed 
that the preferred procedure is to address concerns to the council at this time; however, 
statements from the public are accepted throughout the meeting. 
 
Mr. Sweeley inquired if the line of vision at the intersection of Strawbridge Road and Horizon 
Avenue could be improved.  The bank and a curve in Strawbridge Road create a difficulty in 
seeing oncoming traffic when pulling out from Horizon Avenue.  Mr. Slodysko explained that 
the top of the bank is at the end of the Borough’s right-of-way so the Borough may not cut the 
bank back further.  Mr. Sweeley asked if it would be feasible to install a mirror across from 
Horizon Avenue.  Council had discussed that possibility and had determined that the mirror 
could create a glare depending on the location of the sun.  Mr. Shoch asked if the homeowner has 
been cited for high grass.  Mr. Ruane replied that she has not.  He added that Verizon has agreed 
to move the pole that is located at the corner.  Mr. Sweeley suggested that the Borough consider 
taking additional land by eminent domain to correct the situation.  Mr. Slodysko stated that the 
street department will trim the weeds regularly.   
 
The six visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. to discuss litigation.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:25 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that litigation issues were discussed 
and no action is required. 
  



 2

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that the police report will be copied and made available to 
council tomorrow. 
 
Students from Susquehanna University will volunteer their time in the Borough on August 26.  A 
question was asked if a grievance would be filed if the volunteers perform work in the Borough.  
Since students have been volunteering for several years, it was felt that no grievance would be 
issued. 
 
The Mayor announced that Kids’ Krafty Korner had 46 participants this year, with an average 
weekly attendance of 18 young people.  The Mayor sent a thank you not to the Anselmo Trustees 
with photographs of the activities. 
 
The Red Cross has sent a thank you letter to the mayor for the use of the pool for swimming 
lessons. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane explained that a plan from the Savidge Realty Group must be re-signed.  The 
surveyor had discovered a small error in a calculation.  The subdivision remains basically the 
same.  
 
Mr. Ditton moved to approve the subdivision plan.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ruane reported that the Code Office has issued letters to residents on Queen Street and 
Wheatley Avenue to cut weeds and clean up their properties.  Certified letters will be sent to 
those who do not comply.  
 
A property on Orange Street between Front and Water Streets has taken out old sidewalks and 
had not yet replaced them.  The Code Office will check on the property.   
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that the sidewalks at the Second Street building have been completed.  
Top soil from the Point has been used and the area has been seeded. 
 
Signage is needed for the new school on Fifth Street.  Mr. Slodysko will work with the 
representatives of the school to determine what is required. 
 
Several pieces of equipment are not repairable.  The street committee will discuss and make 
recommendations. 
 
The crew will go back to cut the weeds at Horizon Avenue and Strawbridge Road. 
 
The crew has trimmed trees in the borough, as requested by the Fire Department.  Several 
residents have told the crew that they will have someone else trim their trees.  Mr. Ditton asked 
what would happen if the residents do not trim the trees.  Council discussed giving the residents 
a deadline to have the trees trimmed or the street department would complete the work. 
 
Mr. Slodysko will repair the street cut on Queen Street, near Fourth Street. 
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Mr. Ditton asked about the paving on Orange Street and what happens when trucks turn around 
on the street.  Mr. Slodysko explained that the monolithic curb has broken, causing the paving on 
top to sink when trucks travel along the curb.  He will contact the contractor to see what can be 
done to correct the problem. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt asked when the Emergency Services Board representatives should attend 
the Finance meetings.  Mr. Wolfe replied that all committees should have representatives attend 
the September meeting. 
 
Committee Reports 
      Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee would meet on August 16 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss 
the current year’s finances.  The 2007 Budget meetings will begin on September 20th. 
 

      Personnel – no report  
 
      Property – no report.  Mr. Rees announced that the committee would not meet in August.   
 

Public Safety  
The committee met in July.  The NIMS requirements must be met by October.  Mr. Ditton 
has completed three courses.  Mrs. Groninger and Mayor Brosius have passed the required 
course. 
 

      Recreation  
The committee met last week. 

       
Streets 
Mr. Straub stated that the committee will meet next Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to accept the change order for the contract with HRI to include Sheetz 
Avenue.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Straub moved to extend the paving deadline in the contract to September 30, 2006.  Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote to approve the motion passed 6-1.  Mr. Ditton cast 
the negative vote. 
   
Mr. Rees moved to authorize awarding the storm sewer work and curbing contract to the contractor 
with the lowest valid quote.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote passed 6 to 1; Mr. Ditton 
voted nay. 

   
      Second Street Committee  

The crew will allow for expansion between the new steps and the sidewalks when forming 
the steps. 

 
Recreation 
Mrs. Long announced that Lemonade Day will be held on August 5th from 11 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.   
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Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe tabled the draft ordinance for an amendment to the truck route in the Borough. 
 
2. Mr. Wolfe tabled the draft ordinance for an amendment to truck parking ordinance. 
 
3. Mr. Shoch explained that the draft ordinance to ban burning only affects open burning.  

Mr. Straub moved to advertise ordinance 2006-8.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Rees asked why “wood” is included and if a camp fire in an appropriate container would 
be permitted.  Mr. Shoch stated that the current ordinance defines furnace.  Stove is 
defined as the same as “furnace”.  This could include a stove or campfire for heat.  Mr. 
Straub amended his motion and Mr. Ditton his second to permit burning stove wood or 
charcoal in an outdoor stove, chimnea or fireplace.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Ditton, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Wetzel and Mrs. Groninger 
voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2.   

 
Mr. Wolfe suggested that council consider providing a way for residents to dispose of the 
burn barrels.  Mr. Slodysko stated that he would be willing to pick up empty barrels.   
 
Mr. Sweeley stated that if the council has an interest in the residents’ health, they should 
start a grass roots campaign opposing the traffic on Duke Street.  Mr. Straub replied that 
two council members have sat on a committee to review this problem. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to reenact burning in the borough.  She said that more people 
have provided an opinion to the council in favor of burning.   She amended her motion to 
put the issue of burning on a referendum in November.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Wetzel voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted nay.  Motion failed 2-5. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved for payment of the bills, including a transfer of the payroll expenses 
from the Liberty Pool Account to the General Fund.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.   
Mrs. Groninger noted that the cost to refill the pool due to the storm is $3,196.  An 
application is being made to FEMA for reimbursement of this cost.  Roll call vote to pay 
the bills was approved unanimously.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$31,352.52; bills to be paid from the Liberty Splashland account total $19,205.85. 

 
2. Mr. Rees moved to adopt Resolution F-2006.  This resolution, PEMA-DAP-2, designates 

Janice Bowman as the Borough’s agent to apply for emergency assistance for the 
Borough due to the June 2006 flood.   

 
3. Ms. Long moved to place a stop sign on upper Elliott Drive at 5th Street.  Mrs. Groninger 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Deans, a resident on 5th Street, had made the request due to 
several close calls at this intersection.  Roll call vote approved the motion 5-2.  Mr. 
Wetzel and Mr. Wolfe opposed the motion.   

 
4. A correspondence was received from Irwin A. Popowsky, a Consumer Advocate, 

regarding the upcoming PUC hearing on a request for a change in ownership of the 
American Water Works Co., Inc., the parent company of the Pennsylvania American 
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Water Company.  The company, currently owned by a German holding company, 
proposes to issue an initial public offering of stock.  A telephonic public input hearing is 
scheduled for September 18th.  No one voiced an interest in testifying during the hearing. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe was approached by Boy Scouts who wish to perform an Eagle Scout project in 

the Borough.  Other scouts are interested in doing a community project.  He requested 
that the council and mayor consider ideas for the projects.  Mayor Brosius suggested that 
they could assist with picking up burn barrels.  Atty. Shoch replied that this idea would 
be fine for a community project by not appropriate as an Eagle Scout project.   

 
6. Mr. Rees requested permission for the Northumberland Christian School to set cones out 

at the intersection of Fifth Street and Sheetz Avenue from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. during 
the school days.  Traffic would enter Sheetz Avenue from Sixth Street and travel through 
the parking lot on Fifth Street to exit, instead of at the Sheetz Avenue intersection.  
Traffic would not be permitted to turn west on Sheetz Avenue from Fifth Street during 
these hours.  This is because number of students entering the building on Sheetz Avenue.  
Mr. Rees so moved and Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  The roll call vote approved the 
motion 6-1 with Mr. Ditton opposed. 

   
7. Mayor Brosius stated that the bricks in the downtown walkways should be replaced and 

requested that the Street Committee discuss the replacement.  Mayor Brosius asked if the 
bricks that were removed from the Second Street property are paving bricks.  The 
response was no. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
August 15, 2006 

  
Vice President Charles “Bud” Ditton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Darvin 
Straub, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Timothy Fink, Chief of 
Police; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and 
Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Bryan Wolfe was absent due to illness 
and council member Jonathan Rees had another commitment. 
 
Northumberland/ Point Township Revitalization Beautification Awards 
Mrs. Ann Roll announced the names of the residents and businesses recognized for improving 
their properties.  They were Mr. Joseph Epler, owner of the Joseph W. Epler Funeral Home, 
who was present, and Gary and Angela Klick;  Jared and Bethany Treas; Marianne Cortello; 
Steve and Helen Martin; Scott and Dee Neidig; Robert Van Deusen; and Frye’s Interiors. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Marilyn Attinger thanked the council for the improvement to the Strawbridge Road – 
Horizon Avenue intersection.  She stated that the visibility is improved.  Mrs. Attinger asked 
Chief Fink if more enforcement would be possible to deter speeding on Strawbridge Road.  
She also stated that she is opposed to making Horizon Avenue a one-way street. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
• Mayor Brosius thanked the volunteers who worked at Lemonade Day and the Corn 

Festival.  She added that both events were well-attended and very successful. 
• The student volunteers from Susquehanna University will be here on August 26.  Projects 

to be completed will be determined by the street committee and street supervisor. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
• Mr. Paul Ruane provided the council with the activity of the Code Enforcement Office for 

the month.  He also informed the council that he had attended a meeting with FEMA and 
sent a copy of the Borough’s flood mitigation to be reviewed. 

• Mr. Ruane informed the council that the railroad crossing work should be completed by 
Thursday.  The specifications called for a depth of 3.9 feet.  This is not as deep as council 
members had been led to believe at the meeting held last month. 

 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
• Mr. Tom Slodysko informed council that line painting would begin tomorrow.  The state 

has directed that the paint used must be latex instead of oil-based paint. 
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• Workers continue to spread stone for the parking area at the Point. 
• Mr. Slodysko has contacted the contractor who paved Second Street last year.  He is also 

checking on having the paving tested. 
• Mayor Brosius asked if the Borough or PennDOT is responsible for the storm drains on 

Duke Street.  PennDOT has informed Mr. Slodysko that the Borough is responsible for 
the cleaning out the lateral storm drains.  He has requested that PennDOT provide him 
with this ruling in writing. 

 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt stated that the Board reviewed their subcommittees at the last meeting.   
The officers of the fire companies are reviewing their rules. 
 
Mrs. Groninger questioned why the firemen are helping the ambulance service on routine 
calls.  Ms. Schmidt stated that the firemen have asked if they can bill for non-emergency calls.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that if someone gets hurt, the Borough’s workers comp insurance is 
charged.  She does not feel that the firemen should be called for routine calls and that the 
business should provide adequate staffing.  Mr. Straub and Mr. Ditton agreed that the 
volunteers should not be expected to help on routine calls.  Mr. Straub moved and Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion to recommend that the Emergency Services Board develop a 
policy that the fire department not report for routine ambulance calls.  The roll call vote was 
unanimous to approve. 
 
Committee Reports 

Finance 
The committee will meet tomorrow evening at 6:30 p.m. to review the 2006 budget. 

  
      Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger reported that street crew is back to full force.  Police contract talks are 
planned. 

  
      Property - No report. 
 
      Public Safety 

• Mr. Ditton met with a DCNR representative who is conducting a study on the fire 
department.  He will provide a report to the council in December.  

• There will not be a Public Safety Committee meeting next week. 
• Mr. Sweeley, a resident of the Borough, informed the council that someone in his 

neighborhood had been setting off illegal fireworks.  He could not locate the 
Borough’s telephone number for the police department, so he called 9-1-1.  He was 
told that they did not take non-emergency calls.  Mr. Ditton stated that the number is 
in the telephone book under the local government section.  Chief Fink provided Mr. 
Sweeley with the Police Department’s office telephone number and a non-emergency 
number that transfers to the dispatch office in Sunbury if no one is in the office to 
answer the call. 
 

       
Recreation 
The committee will meet next Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 
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      Streets 

• Council discussed the work that is being done by the Sewer Authority.  The contractor 
does not clean up the street at the end of each day.  Mr. Straub asked if the manhole at 
the intersection at Third and King Streets is too low.  Mr. Ruane replied that before 
Third Street is paved, the intersection will be milled.   

• Council discussed the Street Supervisor’s request to purchase a new lawn mower.  Mr. 
Slodysko does not want another zero-turn mower.  He is looking for a different style 
mower and feels that a tractor would of more benefit to the department.  He would like 
a John Deere X520.  The state piggyback price of $5100 is less than the quotes he 
received from three dealers.  Mr. Straub moved to purchase a John Deere X520.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Council approved unanimously.  

• Mrs. Groninger moved and Mrs. Long seconded the motion to have the backhoe 
repaired at an estimated cost of $4200.  Council voted unanimously to approve the 
motion. 

• Mr. Ditton explained that the council anticipates that one member of the street crew 
will be leaving the Borough.  The council was provided with an estimate on the cost to 
hire a temporary employee.  Mrs. Groninger moved to give Mr. Slodysko the authority 
to hire a casual employee through the temp service if there should be a need.  Mrs. 
Long seconded the motion.  Council voted unanimously to approve the motion.  

• Mr. Straub moved that the Borough pay $310.56 in interest to Sunbury Motors 
Company because the final payment for the 2006 truck was late due to finalizing the 
financing.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  This is a 
compromise on the original amount of $497.  
   

      Second Street Committee 
The state has provided the Borough with the approval and the contract for the $400,000 
grant.  The contract has been signed and returned to the state for signatures. 

 
Old Business 

1. It was announced that the vote to ban burning, Ordinance 2006-8, will be taken at 
September 5, 2006 council meeting because the ordinance was not advertised.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that he has received comments from residents approving the move to 
ban burning.  Mrs. Sweeney asked if the public is permitted to see the ordinance.  
She was told that the ordinance is available in the Borough Office for anyone to 
review.    

 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:20 p.m. and returned at 8:30 p.m. 

 
2. Greg Shaffer has emailed the Borough Office to oppose the request for a stop sign 

on upper Elliott Drive at 5th Street.  He requested that the issue be discussed with the 
residents in the neighborhood, adding that he does not feel it is necessary.  He also 
stated that council consider erecting the stop sign on 5th Street, if it is determined 
that one should be installed.  The police department will conduct a traffic study to 
determine if a stop sign is warranted at this intersection. 

 
3. Mr. Barry Hulsizer, Plant Manager of Butter-Krust, sent a letter thanking the council 

for installing “no parking” signs on Fifth Street.  He reported that they are effective. 
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4. Verizon has moved the pole at the Strawbridge Road and Horizon Avenue 

intersection.  Mr. Ruane suggested that a sign be erected on Strawbridge Road 
warning motorists to be cautious when approaching the intersection.  Mrs. Long 
moved to erect a sign “Hidden Intersection Ahead” on Strawbridge Road.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion. Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Straub made a motion requested council’s permission to purchase a cascade 

turnabout for a price of $10,450.90 through the state piggyback program.  This 
purchase is part of the recycling grant from DEP.  The recycling grant and borough’s 
match total $10,138.  The recycling group will pay the difference of $312.90 plus 
shipping.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton asked how much money 
the borough receives for the costs of the recycling center.  Mr. Straub replied that the 
Borough receives the money from the Performance Grant, computed as $5.00 per 
ton of all recyclables plus a percentage based on the average residual waste is saved 
from the landfills.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $16,630.95 and 
Liberty Splashland bills total $2,493.96.  

 
2. Mr. Slodysko asked how the council wishes to address the trees in the downtown.  Mr. 

Ditton suggested that the Shade Tree Commission be consulted. 
 

3. New street lights have been ordered to replace those that have been damaged. 
 

4. Seasoned Sounds will perform in King Street Park on August 30th at 7:00 p.m.  The 
Kiwanis Club is sponsoring the performance. 

 
5. Mr. Ditton read from a PUC correspondence pertaining to the Pennsylvania Water 

Company.  The PUC has directed that the water company and the Borough conduct a 
resolution conference.  The council is requesting that the water company install a 
generator at the water tower to ensure that the residents on the hill section of the 
Borough have water during a power outage.  Attorney Shoch will be consulted. 

 
6. Mrs. Groninger announced that the Council is cordially invited to attend Sean Ditter’s 

Eagle Scout Ceremony at 3 p.m. on August 27, 2006 at the American Legion Post 44. 
 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman, Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
September 5, 2006 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Darvin 
Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Richard Shoch, 
Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; and Jan Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Councilman Jonathan Rees 
informed the office that he would be late. 
 
Shannon Brosious of Backyard Broadcasting 
Ms. Brosius presented a marketing proposal to the council for an advertising campaign for 
Liberty Splashland.  She provided handouts and explained the various radio stations, their types 
of listeners and how the advertisements will target a specific audience.  The cost of one proposal 
is approximately $5000; a second proposal costs approximately $3,200.   
 
Public Comment 
The visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Mr. Richard Ray asked about the deadline to repair sidewalks.  He stated that he cannot afford to 
repair his sidewalks at this time and would like an extension.  He added that he will have the 
money to replace them after the first of the year.  He also explained that when he bought the 
property, the previous owners did not disclose that the sidewalks should be replaced.  Attorney 
Shoch advised that he may have some recourse if the previous owners had provided 
representation that there were no outstanding assessments, etc. on the property.  Mr. Ray stated 
that he also is having difficulty getting a mortgage satisfied which is making it difficult for him 
to obtain a loan.  Council discussed the fact that a deadline had been set and the Code Office has 
been instructed to require that the sidewalks be replaced or repaired if needed.  Property owners 
who do not comply will have their sidewalks repaired or replaced by the borough and liens will 
be placed on the properties.  Council feels that since many residents have undertaken the expense 
and replaced sidewalks, it wouldn’t be fair to give others additional extensions.   
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius reported that horse excrement has been left in town on Sheetz 
Avenue.  She asked if this violates the Borough ordinance.  The identity of the owner of the 
horse is unknown.  However, it was felt that this would not violate an ordinance. 
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The problem of water run-off in front of the Boyer residence on King Street continues.  Mr. 
Slodysko stated that he has seen the problem during a storm and he does not have a way to revert 
the amount of water that washes down the driveways when the rain is heavy.   
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that a place is needed to store history material that is given 
to her on a regular basis.  She explained that the Second Street Committee would like to see an 
area designated to display these items. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted that individuals should not be posting signs on telephone poles with nails 
or staples.   
 
A thank you was expressed for the 17 Susquehanna Students who volunteered their services in 
town on August 26.  They helped in the King Street Park, at the railroad underpass on Route 11 
and at the Recycling Center.  Mayor Brosius also thanked Mr. Straub, Mr. Slodysko, and Mr. 
Brosius for volunteering their time to coordinate the projects. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that the 9-11 Anniversary Memorial Service would be held on 
Monday at 7:00 p.m. in the King Street Park.   
 
The Fall Festival is scheduled for October 28 in the King Street Park. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Office for the month of August.  His report 
is on file in the Borough Office. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that the Girl Scout Little House had water in the basement.  He has 
cleaned in up and will inspect the furnace.  Mayor Brosius asked if the Girl Scouts would still be 
able to meet at the building and was told that they could. 
 
The backhoe is scheduled to be picked up for repair.  Mr. Slodysko is looking for another 
backhoe that could be used if needed. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if brush is being accepted at the recycling center.  She was told that it is 
not being accepted at the present time.  She requested that something be posted to this effect at 
the recycling center because she noticed someone unload a truck of brush behind the center on a 
Saturday morning. 
     
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the contractor has been working on Third Street and Sheetz 
Avenue.  Mr. Ruane asked about the work that the state is planning to do below Prince Street, 
between Front and Water Streets.  Ms. Lark explained that the state wants to run a storm drain 
from Front Street to Priestley Avenue and that is where the sewer line is located.  The Sewer 
Authority is working with them. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked about the correspondence from DEP concerning a revised 537 Plan.  She 
asked if the Borough had been presented with the 537 Plan to approve it.  Ms. Lark explained 
that the Sewer Authority is in the process of preparing a revised 537 Plan.  Once it is completed, 
it will be presented to the council for approval.  The plan will explain what must be done to meet 
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new state regulations.  The reason for the revision is to note where excess ground water comes 
into the system from Point Township.  Ms. Lark projects that the plan will be completed by 
October of 2007.   
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt stated that the board’s budget committee will be attending the Finance 
Committee meeting to present their budget requests. 
 
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe noted that the Finance Committee will meet on September 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
with department heads concerning the budget. 

     Personnel 
Mr. Rees announced that the negotiating committee would meet with the Teamsters 
tomorrow at 5:30 p.m.  

     Property 
Mr. Rees said that the committee would meet this month to discuss sidewalks and the 
VFW building. 

  
 Recycling Grant 

Mr. Straub explained that in preparation for next year, the Recycling Center wishes to 
pursue a grant from the state for the purchase of two roadworthy 48-foot semi-trailers 
(approximately $10,000 each), one 42-foot semi-trailer to recycle electronics, one tractor 
to drive the trailers, a scale, and a commercial shredder.  He requested permission to 
pursue the DEP grant for a total of $48,000.  The cost to the Borough would be $4,800. 
Mr. Wolfe so moved.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton asked who 
would pay for the maintenance and licensing of these purchases.  Mr. Straub replied that 
with the new equipment, the income to the Borough should increase enough to cover the 
costs.  Mr. Ditton said that his understanding is that the volunteer groups share the money 
received for the recyclables.  Mr. Straub explained that the three volunteer groups divided 
the income four ways.  One fourth of the money remains in the “kitty” for any expenses 
that comes up.  He also said that the state may be changing the rules and that any money 
that a Borough receives for recycling would be required to be put back in the recycling 
program.  Mrs. Groninger noted that the Borough does spend money on recycling for the 
electricity, water, etc.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, 
Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 

     Public Safety 
Mr. Ditton stated that the committee did not meet last month.  However, he told the 
council a story about the construction of the sewer line on Sheetz Avenue.  He said that 
the Sewer Authority has been laying new pipe and replacing manholes.  They could have 
closed Fifth Street or required that the fire company park their equipment outside.  
However, they did not do so and tried to work with them.  One evening, the Sewer 
Authority parked the bobcat at Sheetz Avenue and Fifth Street to protect the ditch and 
prevent anyone from driving into it and hurting themselves.  He stated that the fire 
company decided that the equipment was in its way and called the police to have the 
bobcat towed away.  This left a hole in the ground on Fifth Street.  There was no attempt 
to contact anyone.  The bobcat was not hauled away correctly.  Mr. Ditton said that the 
next time work is being done on the street; the street will be closed down.  If the 
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equipment cannot be gotten out of the station, Mr. Ditton will call them out of service.  
The next morning, Mr. Ditton noted that the next morning, the fire company did get a call 
out.  He watched them drive the truck out and they did not come within 20 feet of where 
the bobcat was parked.   
 
The Public Safety Committee will not meet this month. 
  

     Recreation 
 Ms. Long announced that the committee would meet on September 27th. 
      
     Streets 

Mr. Straub announced that the committee would meet on September 12th to determine 
their budget requests for 2007.  

 
Mr. Wolfe noted that council has received a letter from Penn DOT’s Local Technical 
Assistance Program (LTAP) with recommendations for the intersection at Strawbridge 
Road and Horizon Avenue.  Mr. Straub stated that several suggestions would be of 
minimal cost to the Borough and should make the intersection much safer.  The street 
committee will discuss the recommendations at their meeting.   
 

     Second Street Committee 
 Mr. Straub announced that the committee would meet on September 20th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe read Ordinance 2006-8, prohibiting open fires and burning and to declare the 
maintenance of burn barrels and ash to be a prohibited nuisance.  The ordinance was 
properly advertised.  Mr. Straub moved to adopt Ordinance 2006-8, effective October 1, 
2006 with the effective date for the removal of burn barrels by October 15, 2006.  Mrs. 
Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  The borough will pick up empty burn barrels 
that are placed at the curb.  Mr. Straub stated that cinder blocks would not be removed by 
the crew.  Council discussed the deadline for the removal of burn barrels.  Mr. Wolfe 
suggested that a later date be set for the deadline to remove burn barrels.  As a courtesy, 
the Borough crew could pick up empty burn barrels as convenient.  The crew will also be 
busy collecting leaves during October and November.  Mr. Wolfe recommended that a 
news article be written for the newsletter informing the public of the dates when the crew 
would pick up empty barrels.  Mr. Wolfe added that the residents must place the burn 
barrel near the curb.  Ms. Betz Sweeley asked if the crew would remove the barrels from 
people’s property if they are unable to so themselves.  She was told that the crew would 
not be permitted to go into residents’ yards.  Mr. Lauren Miller questioned how council 
can determine what to do with residents’ “personal property”.  Mr. Wolfe replied that 
council discussed how when someone burns, the fumes go onto other’s property.  Mrs. 
Groninger added that since burning is banned, the council is trying to see that the burn 
barrels are removed and properties are cleaned up.  Mr. Rees commented that he did not 
decide how to vote on the issue until up to the last meeting.  He had been leaning toward 
not banning burning.  His decision was based on the health concern.  While the borough 
had conducted a poll, Mr. Rees had many more people tell him that they were in favor of 
the ban, than opposed to it.  Mr. Straub changed his motion to set the effective date for 
the removal of burn barrels to November 30, 2006.  Mrs. Long amended her second.  Roll 
call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. 
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Wetzel and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2.  Mr. Wolfe added that the 
Mayor has ten days to sign the ordinance. 

   
2. Ordinance 2006-8 replaces Section 42-12 of the Borough Code.  The Borough Secretary 

read the current fines for this section.  They are $25 minimum, 100 maximum for a first 
offence; 2nd and subsequent offenses are $50 minimum, $300 maximum and/or 30 days in 
jail.  If council wishes to change the fines, a new resolution must be adopted.  Mr. Wolfe 
asked if anyone wished to make a motion.  None was offered. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger moved to withdraw the PUC complaint regarding the railroad crossing 

once the Borough receives an explanation why the specifications for the project were to 
go down 39 inches, instead of the depth that had been discussed at the pre-construction 
meeting.  Mr. Ruane stated that the contractor poured a reinforced concrete slab.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked if Mr. Ruane was satisfied and he replied that he is.  He added that the 
work was done according to the specs.  Mrs. Groninger withdrew her motion.   

 
4. Mr. Shoch stated that he would like to speak to the council in Executive Session 

regarding the PUC complaint related to the American Water Company. 
 

5.   Mr. Wolfe requested that all newsletter articles be given to the Borough office by 
September 29.  The newsletter will cover events from mid-October to January. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of the July 18, 2006 council meeting.  Mr. 
Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  The Bestline bill for $745.23 is to be removed at this time.  Mr. Straub asked 
about the bill for new tires.  Mr. Slodysko explained that the tires are for the 2004 Ford; 
last month tires were purchased for the street sweeper.  Mr. Slodysko added that the bill 
for the Lift Clutch from By-Crete should be removed.  This is a deposit fee and the 
company had told him that they would not charge the deposit fee.  Judyann Schmidt had 
asked if a portion of the bill for the fire truck could be charged to a different line item 
since the bill is greater than the amount remaining in the Equipment Maintenance line 
item.  Council agreed that it could be.  Mr. Ditton questioned the bills from Sunbury 
Motors to repair the police vehicles.  The Ford Explorer required a new radiator.  The 
repairs to the Crown Victoria were $1,017.  Mr. Ditton stated that the police should have 
the vehicles repaired elsewhere.  The water bill for Liberty Splashland was $2,300.  Mr. 
Ditton stated that the bill last month was for over $3,400 to fill the pool.  Mr. Slodysko 
stated that there was a leak at the beginning of the season, but the level in the pool has not 
dropped since then.  Mr. Slodysko will check on it.  Mr. Ditton and Ms. Long amended 
the motion to exclude those bills that were mentioned.  Roll call – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Straub asked if the deadline is for the NIMS testing is October 31st.  He informed 

council that Bob Crebs has offered to conduct a class for those who have not taken the 
test yet.  Several council members have already passed the course.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
those who have not could take it on their own.  
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4. Mr. Rees stated that he would prefer the borough take their vehicles to Schick’s or 
someone other than Sunbury Motors for repairs.  Mr. Ditton replied that for some items, a 
Ford garage is required. 

 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 9:12 p.m. to discuss personnel and the PUC 
complaint. 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 9:25 p.m.  
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to withdraw the PUC complaint regarding the American Water Company.  
Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. 
Long, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Wetzel voted aye; Mr. Rees voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
October 3, 2006 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered the Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Darvin 
Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius; Richard 
Shoch, Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; 
Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member 
Jonathan Rees was absent due to a prior commitment. 
 
Community Resource Center - “Revitalizing River Towns” 
Kim Wheeler and Ryan Unger from SEDA-COG’s Community Resource Center presented 
information to the council concerning a program for an Appalachia’s Regional Commission 
(ARC) grant application for fiscal year 2006-2007.  The program is to revitalize river towns and 
focuses on how to strengthen the communities to compete economically on a global level.  The 
purpose is to develop a collaborative effort among the Middle Susquehanna Valley River Towns 
that will help them maintain, enhance and market their uniqueness.  
 
The first in a multi-phase process is the planning phase.  A steering group would be created 
comprised of people from each of the communities in the region.  They include Lewisburg, 
Milton, Northumberland, Sunbury, Selinsgrove, Danville, Riverside, and Bloomsburg.  This first 
phase would be to develop a strategic plan and is anticipated to take nine to twelve months.  
 
The $25,000 grant from ARC must be matched with $29,000 local funding.  A match of $1,500 
is required from each community, to be budgeted in 2007.  Participants will include public 
officials, business owners, and private citizens.  These volunteers will provide a list of the 
community’s assets and ideas for improvements.  Several public outreach meetings would be 
held to involve the residents of the various communities.   
 
The Susquehanna Greenway Partnership is an independent group that is funding projects along 
the Susquehanna.  SEDA-COG would work in conjunction with this group.   
 
Mr. Unger requested that the council provide a letter of support to SEDA-COG for the project.   
 
Public Comment 
The seven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Mr. Lauren Miller asked if anything has been done about the plantings between the curb and 
sidewalk.  He stated that the codes used to stipulate that grass must be planted in this space.  He 
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cannot find this code in the current code book.  Mr. Wolfe stated that by planting shrubbery in 
this space, it may prohibit parking along the curb because a passenger would be unable to get out 
of the vehicle.  Mayor Brosius stated that councils have rescinded ordinances and that, while she 
is unaware of it, it could have been rescinded at one time.  Mr. Shoch offered to check if it is still 
in the code book. 
 
Mr. Miller also stated that a strip of pavement in front of the fire company should be repaired. 
 
Mr. Miller informed the council that a person is riding an electric wheelchair in the streets.  He 
feels that since the council has required residents to fix their sidewalks and has installed 
handicapped curbing at intersections, the motorized wheelchairs should not be driven in the 
streets.  He added that he is concerned for their safety and also for anyone who may accidentally 
hit them.  Mr. Shoch stated that it cannot be treated differently than someone walking in the 
street.   
 
Mr. Miller asked if there is a public accounting of all money spent on the Second Street School 
building.  Mr. Wolfe informed him that all of the Borough’s accounts are audited and that the 
borough office could provide him with the audits and budgets.  He was also informed that the 
Borough has only received one grant, so far, for the building and that an audit was required.  A 
second grant in the amount of $400,000 is expected within the next month.   
 
Mr. Miller asked about a property on Front Street that received a notice to clean up.  He thought 
the property was owned by Mr. Colescott.  He was informed that the current owner is Mr. Smith. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked who owns the sidewalk that is painted yellow because it is uneven.  It is 
believed to be the Number 1 Fire Company. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned to an Executive Session at 7:35 p.m. and reconvened at 8:04 p.m.  Mr. 
Wolfe announced that litigation and negotiation information were discussed.  No action is 
required at this time.   
 
Mayor’s Report 

• Mayor Brosius reported that all officers have completed firearm training. 
• Chief Fink is attending a management training session this week. 
• Mayor Brosius thanked the Riverview Cemetery Board for the improvements made to the 

cemetery and for the program on Saturday.  The committee is raising funds to erect 
archways at the entrance of the cemetery. 

• Mayor Brosius thanked the veterans who participated in the Remembrance Ceremony for 
September 11th. 

• The Halloween Parade is scheduled for October 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
• Mr. Ditton asked why Santa Claus’s arrival in the park is so early.  Mayor Brosius stated 

that the event is held the Monday following Thanksgiving. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane informed the council that the water company is replacing lines on Seventh, 
Eighth, and King Streets.  Mr. Straub asked why blue lines are painted on the intersection at 
Third and Orange Streets.  Mr. Ruane replied that he does not know but will find out. 
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Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
• Mr. Slodysko told council that the street department has begun picking up burn barrels.  

Over 125 barrels have been collected so far. 
• PennDOT has cleaned out the storm drains on Duke Street that were not cleaned during 

the paving.   
• Leaf pick-up will begin this month.  Mr. Slodysko stated that he may recommend 

conducting a leaf pick-up in the spring, if all leaves are not picked up before snowfall. 
  
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Schmidt informed council that the Board has reviewed their budget requests.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that funding that was budgeted for the fire department has not been used.  Ms. Schmidt 
replied that the Board plans to discuss how to use the funds. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked who controls the Fireman’s Relief Fund.  Ms. Schmidt stated that the 
Emergency Services Board does not have the information from the companies concerning this 
fund.  Mr. Wetzel stated that the money for the fire relief can only be used for certain things.  
The Borough has received over $21,000 in state aid that will be turned over to the fund.   
 
Committee Reports 
     Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe announced that the meeting date has been changed to October 11th at 6:30 

p.m. and will discuss income. 
 
     Personnel  
 Mrs. Groninger reported that all is well. 
 
     Public Safety 

Mr. Ditton announced that the committee would not meet this month. 
 

     Recreation 
The next meeting will be October 18 at 6:00 p.m.  The Halloween Parade is scheduled for 
October 25th, the regular meeting night.   
 

     Streets 
Mr. Straub informed council that committee has discussed signs for the intersection at 
Strawbridge Road and Horizon Avenue.  It was recommended that a sign be erected 
across from Horizon Avenue that states, “Look left, Look right, Look left.”  Mr. Ditton 
asked if a mirror would help motorists to see oncoming traffic.  Mr. Wolfe said that 
council was told not to erect a mirror.  Mrs. Groninger added that there was a fatality in 
Riverside at a location where a mirror had been placed. 
 
Mr. Slodysko stated that the street paving went well.  Mr. Straub stated that the contour 
on Sheetz Avenue has been changed and he is waiting to see how the water flows during 
the next storm.  
Mr. Wolfe recommended that the committee review the streets on the hill for the 2007 
paving schedule. 
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     Second Street Committee 
The committee will meet on October 24th at 7:00 because of Halloween Parade is 
scheduled for October 25th. 

 
Councilman Jonathan Rees arrived at 8:20 p.m. 
 
      Property Committee 

Mr. Rees said that the committee did not hold a meeting but discussed things via email.  
They are recommending that someone talk to the property owners who have planted 
bushes in the area between the curb and sidewalk.  They would like someone from the 
Code Office to handle it.   

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe announced that the newsletter is online.  It will be mailed out in two weeks 
and include information regarding leaf pickup, Christmas tree pickup, and burn barrel 
pickup. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton asked what is to be done with the old police car, the 1999 Crown Victoria.  

Council discussed the fact that the code car should be replaced.  Mr. Wolfe moved to give 
the 1999 Crown Victoria to the Code Enforcement Office.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
3. Mr. Straub moved to sell the Crown Victoria, currently used by the Code Enforcement 

Office, through North Branch Auto Sales.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Mr. Slodysko will see if a window can be repaired before selling the 
vehicle. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Straub made and Mr. Wetzel seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the 
August 1, 2006 council meeting.  Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger asked if anything has been 
done about replacing the crosswalks in the downtown area.  Mr. Straub stated that he 
thought that the contractors who are contacted to replace the curbing on Queen Street 
could be asked to look at the crosswalks.  A roll call vote was taken to approve the 
minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
2. Mr. Ditton made and Mr. Straub seconded a motion to pay the bills.  Discussion.  Mr. 

Straub asked about a purchase of a part for the weed wacker.  Mr. Slodysko explained 
that the $175 was the cost for a new weed wacker with the trade-in of an old piece of 
equipment.  A credit of $1.22 was issued from Knoebel Lumber.  Mr. Straub asked if 
someone returned an item worth only $1.22.  It was explained that the credit was issued 
for a discount on a prior bill.  The bill from Stop n Go Signs is for decals for the new 
police vehicle and the Ford Explorer.  Mayor Brosius requested that council also approve 
payment of a bill for $800 from Chris Sorace.  The motion and second were amended to 
include this item. Roll call vote to pay the bills was approved unanimously.  Bills to be 
paid from the General Fund total $54,016.93; Liberty Splashland bills total $1,229.42; 
and bills to be paid from the Parking Meter fund total $6,719.43. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton moved to approve a request for a handicapped parking space from Lee 

Shaffer.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Council discussed the fact that the Shaffer’s 
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have off street parking at the rear of their property.  However, their lot is sloped and at 
night it is difficult to walk up through the yard.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, and Mr. Rees voted aye.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Straub voted 
nay.  Motion passed 5-2. 

 
4. Mrs. Long announced that the Fall Festival would take place on October 28 from 2:00 to 

8:00 p.m. 
 
5. Council was provided with a worksheet of money received through the PHEAA summer 

work-study program.  The Borough will receive a total of $7,132.09 from PHEAA and 
Degenstein as reimbursement for employees working with the Street Department and in 
the Borough Office.  Liberty Splashland will receive a total of $11,594.26 from PHEAA 
and the Degenstein Foundation toward its payroll expenses; and the Recreation Account 
will be reimbursed a total of $30.38 for employees who worked the Soapbox race. 

 
6. Mr. Ditton explained that he met with Mr. George Aman, an attorney from the 

Norristown area, to discuss the sewer plant and the possibility of creating a Joint Sewer 
Authority between the Borough and Point Township.  Point Township representatives 
and Mr. Shoch were also present.  Mr. Ditton told the council that if the Borough runs the 
sewer plant and then has customers other than the borough, the entity come under the 
Public Utility Commission.  Mr. Aman discussed the pros and cons of creating a joint 
authority and also the sale of the sewer plant to a third party.  One reason for looking at a 
Joint Authority is because one municipality, Point Township, is growing; one, the 
Borough, is developed.  The township would have the option of building its own sewer 
plant.  There is a Chesapeake Bay Initiative, requiring upgrades to the sewer plant.  Cons 
include fear of a loss of local controls.  If a joint authority is developed, it would be for 
Point Township to reimburse the Borough for the current plant.  An expert would be 
consulted to determine a fair price for the township to pay to the Borough.  Mr. Aman has 
experience handling bond issues.  Mr. Shoch explained that the township has been 
discussing this possibility because they anticipate growth and development.  Mr. Eugene 
Brosius, solicitor for the Sewer Authority, added that the current authority has Jack 
Fasold, a Point Township resident, sitting on the board.  Mr. Fasold is also president of 
the township’s sewer authority.  No action was requested at this time. 

 
7. Mayor Brosius requested that the Property Committee and Second Street Committee 

meet jointly to discuss the possibility of the police department moving to the Second 
Street building.  Mr. Wolfe agreed that the groups should meet and bring their 
recommendations to the council for approval.  The committees will meet jointly on 
October 24th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
November 6, 2006  

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle 
Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 
Richard Shoch, solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
  
Public Comment 
• J.A. Coukart & Associates - Northumberland National Bank Land Development Plan 

Mr. Shawn Sassaman, P.E., of J.A. Coukart & Associates, explained the review that was 
conducted for the stormwater runoff at the property owned by the Northumberland 
National Bank on King Street.  Comments for the developer’s engineer include questions 
about water quality, pipe size, and requests for additional information for runoff 
calculations to the proposed infiltration facility.  Mr. Sassaman stated that he has 
examined the Borough’s current Stormwater Ordinance and has determined the steps 
necessary for the project to be in compliance.   
 

• Ms. Shannon Brosius, from Backyard Broadcasting, played a commercial that aired on the 
radio last summer for Liberty Splashland.  She spoke to the council at a past meeting 
about preparing an advertising budget for the pool for next season.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
the Finance Committee is currently preparing the budget.  Ms. Brosius provided a map of 
the area covered by the numerous stations and a report of the demographics. 
 

• Ms. Elizabeth Cooper, a resident of 67 Sheetz Avenue, requested that the council consider 
designating Sheetz Avenue a one-way street from Front Street to Water Street.  She 
informed the council that this is a narrow street and her vehicle has been hit several times.  
Mr. Walburg has offered to provide a permanent space for her vehicle at the rear of his 
King Street property.  However, she has an invalid daughter and must have her car in front 
of her home in case she has to transport her daughter to the hospital.  Ms. Cooper also 
noted that people travel on a private alley that runs between Orange Street and Sheetz 
Avenue.  Another private alley extends behind her property.  Ms. Cooper is concerned that 
property owners do not clean up the alleys.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council would look into the matter. 
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Mr. Gene Brosius informed the council that the Zoning Hearing Board met before the 
council meeting and Mr. Walberg did offer her space to park at the rear of his property, 
but it would not be directly across from her home.  Mr. Brosius remarked that he believes 
the council should consider designating Sheetz Avenue one-way.   
 

Executive Session  
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:26 p.m. Mr. Wolfe announced that 
litigation and personnel issues would be discussed.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:47 p.m. 
 
In regards to litigation and the Second Street property, Mr. Wolfe stated that no one “at the 
table, specifically Jan,” told any employee to do anything at the Second Street School with 
regards to removing asbestos.  The Borough Secretary added that no employee ever came in 
to the Borough Office to report that they were working in the building and couldn’t see 
through the dust, as reported by the Daily Item.  Mr. Wolfe said that if there was any exposure 
by any employee, the council would take it upon itself to make sure that there is no hazard at 
the building.  Council plans to hire an outside firm to examine where the asbestos is located in 
the building and to recommend what should be done about it.    
  
Mayor's Report 
• Mayor Brosius stated that Chief Fink has submitted his report for October 2006. 
• Detail work was completed on the Ford Explorer so it would look like the new police 

vehicle.   
• Mayor Brosius noticed that the police were very diligent during the Halloween season.  

She recommended that next year council revisit the time for Trick-or-Treat.  Mr. Straub 
added that he feels that 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. would be an adequate length of time for 
Trick-or-Treat.  Mr. Wolfe added that next year, Daylight Savings Time would still be in 
effect for Halloween. 

• Mayor Brosius asked what date the council recommends for covering the meters for 
Christmas.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the meters could be covered sometime during the week 
following Thanksgiving, at the Mayor’s discretion.   

• The Fall Festival was a successful event.  Mayor Brosius thanked those involved, the 
Revitalization Committee, the Kiwanis, Tom Slodysko, area businesses, Susquehanna 
students, and especially Noelle and Bob Long.  The weather was terrific and the children 
had fun completing the Treasure Trek.  The committee had purchased 75 pumpkins and all 
were decorated by children from the community. 

• Miss Gallo informed the Mayor that there is a tree on property next to her home that may 
fall over into the creek.  The office will check if the owner is the Borough or 
Northumberland County since they own the bridge on King Street.   

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
No report 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that the street department is using the leaf picker and the street 
sweeper to keep up with the leaves.   
 
Over 200 burn barrels have been collected.  Mr. Wolfe reminded them that all burn barrels 
must be removed by the end of November.   
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Mr. Ditton asked about the status of the backhoe repairs.  Mr. Slodysko reported that the 
backhoe is working well since being repaired. 
 
Mr. Straub asked about the brick sidewalk that was installed on Duke Street.  Mr. Ruane 
replied that the property owner has been informed that brick sidewalks are not permitted.  The 
property owner will be cited if they are not removed. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked about the people who have dug up their sidewalks and have not 
completed them.  Mr. Ruane stated that he is giving them time to complete them.  Those 
residents who do not complete the sidewalks will be cited. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Mr. Wolfe stated that Point Township is requesting that the council consider forming a joint 
sewer authority.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that an ad hoc committee be formed.  Mr. Ditton 
volunteered to serve on the committee.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that the council first meet 
with the Northumberland Sewer Authority to hear their views and comments.  Ms. Cindy 
Lark stated that both sewer authorities are in the process of completing 537 studies.  These 
studies will determine what improvements each authority will be required to make.  Mr. 
Wolfe requested that the Northumberland Sewer Authority members meet with the council at 
the January 2007 work session, the third Tuesday of the month.  He added that council would 
wait to meet with the township until after meeting with the members of the Northumberland 
Sewer Authority.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the township is concerned that with all the growth 
in their community, they may have to build another sewer plant.  Ms. Lark replied that since 
Point Township is already connected to the Northumberland Sewer plant, DEP may not 
approve that they build a separate plant.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Borough has not heard from the water company.  They had 
been interested in possibly purchasing the sewer authority.  Ms. Lark replied that the water 
company may be waiting to learn what will be required once the 537 study is completed. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt reported that the Board reviewed their budget at the last meeting.  After 
the last Finance Meeting, Ms. Schmidt went to a meeting of the Volunteer Fireman’s Relief 
Association.  She was told that the Relief Association pays for the maintenance of turnout 
gear, but not for the purchase of the gear.  She added that the association provided her with a 
list of items that can be purchased with relief money.  Mrs. Groninger read items that were 
purchased with relief money from the relief association’s allocation journal.   
 
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee would meet the next two Wednesdays to 
complete the 2007 budget.  Several items require the full council’s vote.  The first is a 
request from Chief Fink for a sixth police officer.  Chief Fink stated that the police 
department needs to become more proactive.  He would like to have a full-time 
investigator.  Another full-time officer would also provide more time for the police 
officer who is trained to perform truck inspections.  Chief Fink added that the cost of 
part-time officers and overtime would be reduced.  He feels that the town would 
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benefit by having better coverage.  Mr. Straub asked how much part-time and 
overtime would be reduced.  Chief Fink replied that due to court time, overtime cannot 
be eliminated, but he feels it could be reduced by approximately $8,000.  Mr. Rees 
stated that he feels that if the council approves a sixth officer, the police should wait 
until the end of next year to purchase the items listed under Capital Purchases.  If the 
personnel budget goes over budget, the capital purchases could be eliminated.  Mr. 
Wolfe explained that the cost to the Borough would be an additional mill to add a 
sixth full-time officer.  He provided cost comparisons for an additional full-time 
officer versus part-time officers filling a full-time shift.  Chief Fink stated that he 
would like to have full-time coverage with part-time officers if a sixth officer is not 
approved.  Mr. Straub asked what items are to be purchased with the $20,000 
requested in the 2007 budget for Capital Purchases.  Chief Fink replied that $2,000 is 
for a night-vision camera; $700 for another handgun; $300 for gun parts and an armor 
tool kit; $5,000 to upgrade radios; and remaining funds toward the vehicle payment.  
Chief Fink requested the opportunity to show that the sixth police officer would prove 
cost effective with the improved services and additional income from fines.  He added 
that at the end of the year, if the costs are too high, the position could be eliminated.  
Mr. Shoch stated that one potential way to ensure that the position may last for just 
one year is to have the union agree that this is a temporary position that would be 
reevaluated at the end of the year.  He also advised that whoever is hired be made 
aware that this position could be temporary. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to hire the sixth police officer.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the motion included the possibility that the union 
agree to review the position at the end of the year.  Mr. Ditton replied no.  Roll call 
vote:  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Wetzel voted aye; Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Straub, and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to transfer $17,485 from the Emergency Services budget into a 
separate bank account to be earmarked for the purchase of new fire apparatus.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the Borough has the capital to 
transfer.  Mr. Wolfe replied in the affirmative.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

     Personnel   
Mrs. Groninger moved to engage Norman White, an attorney with McNees, Wallace 
& Nurick for contract negotiations at a rate of $325 per hour.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mrs. Groninger moved to accept the resignation from Steve Haas, a member of the 
Borough Street Crew, effective October 27, 2006.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the council has discussed the Street Department with the Street 
Supervisor and they have determined that the full-time force could be reduced.  
 
Mr. Rees moved that the Borough Street Crew be reduced from 3 to 2 employees.  Mr. 
Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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     Property 
Mr. Rees reported that the Property Committee held a joint meeting with the Second 
Street Committee.  The committee is planning to meet with the architect and will have 
a professional inspect the building for asbestos.  They plan to meet again on 
November 28 at 7:30. 
  
Mr. Straub asked if anything has been determined regarding planting bushes in the 
curb line.  Mr. Shoch replied that he has looked through the Borough Code Book and 
has not found any codes that address this practice.  He added that there may have been 
an ordinance at one time, but it could have been repealed.  Mr. Ditton stated he does 
not see why a property owner may not plant shrubbery there.  He added that trees and 
parking meters are also in the curb line, creating a difficulty in opening car doors. 

 
     Public Safety 

Mr. Ditton announced that the Public Safety Committee will meet the 4th Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. 

 
     Recreation 

Mrs. Long announced the Recreation Committee will meet on Wednesday, November 
15th at 6:00 p.m. 

 
     Streets 

Mr. Straub asked if a traffic study must be conducted on Sheetz Avenue to designate it 
a one-way street, as requested by Mrs. Cooper.  Mr. Shoch replied that a study should 
be conducted.  Mr. Straub asked if the neighbors should be notified for comment.  Mr. 
Shoch advised that the Borough would not be obligated to do so, but could.  An 
ordinance would be advertised, should council decide to make the street one way.  
 
Mr. Straub stated that the Street Committee would not meet next Tuesday. 

 
     Second Street Committee 

Mr. Straub reported that the committee met jointly with the Property Committee.  
They decided to contact Gary Wolfe, the architect who has worked with the group 
before.  Mr. Wolfe met with Mr. Straub, Mayor Brosius, and the Borough Secretary.  
Mr. Wolfe is determining a cost for handicapped accessibility in order for the Borough 
to apply to Northumberland County for Community Development Block Grant 
funding.  Mr. Straub explained that the county has over $240,000 to distribute to 
municipalities in the county.  The Borough had returned over $50,000 in awarded 
funds several years ago because other funding was not forth-coming.  Mr. Straub 
stated that the committee is hopeful that this will be taken into consideration when this 
year’s grants are awarded. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to apply to the Northumberland County Planning Commission 
for Community Development Block Grant funding for handicapped accessibility at the 
Second Street School.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Straub explained that the discussion with Mr. Wolfe included ideas for renting 
portions of the building, and options for heating the building.  Electric or gas-fired 
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individual heating/ air conditioning units are available.  Mr. Rees added that the 
committees are trying to find someone to rent a portion of the building to help pay 
toward the utilities.  The grant money that has been received is not going to be used 
for the gymnasium since other funding should available for recreational areas. 

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Straub moved to appoint Elizabeth Lockcuff to Shade Tree Commission.  Mrs. 
Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger and Mrs. Long moved and seconded the reappointment of Robert 

Sabol to Zoning Board.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
3. Mr. Rees and Mrs. Long moved and seconded the reappointment of Michael Hubicki 

to the Planning Commission.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
4. The Postmaster has requested that the Borough clarify a street name, Susquehanna 

Road or Susquehanna Street.  Mr. Wolfe added that the mail will be delivered 
regardless of the official name.  Mr. Ditton moved to designate the street Susquehanna 
Road.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Shoch explained that PMRS has notified the Borough that excess interest is being 

awarded this year.  It is the council’s responsibility to determine how to allocate the 
excess interest for the police and municipal retirement plans.  The total excess interest 
to be credited to the Northumberland Borough Police Pension Plan is $9,889.  The 
amount of excess interest to be credited to the Northumberland Borough Pension Plan 
is $2,410.  Mr. Shoch noted that it had been divided equally, historically.  Mr. Wolfe 
moved to divide the excess interest equally between the Municipal Account, the 
Member Account and the Retired Members’ Reserve Account.  Mr. Straub seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Rees voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
Since a portion of the interest is to be allocated to members’ accounts, the council was 
required to specify the process.  Mrs. Groninger moved to apply an equal percentage 
against the individual balance for the active member’s account and to credit an equal 
percentage benefit increase to each retiree.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
6. It was reported that the replacement street lights have been on order and will be 

delivered shortly. 
 
7. The Borough received a complaint about the fire trucks parading through the Borough 

at 11:00 p.m. to recognize the Shikellamy Band’s win at a competition that day.  
Council members noted that the parade was far too long, far too loud, and far too late.  
The party who complained stated that at first they were concerned that there was an 
emergency in his neighborhood and his small children were upset with the loud sirens.  
Mr. Ditton noted that the Borough has a curfew which was violated.  Mr. Straub 
commented that there were kids sitting on top of fire trucks and this could result in 
someone falling off and being hurt.  Mrs. Long suggested that the band should 
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celebrate during an afternoon or early evening when more people could enjoy it.  It 
was suggested that the school district be contacted about the situation since another 
competition is scheduled for this Saturday. 

   
8. Mr. Ditton requested that parking tickets not be issued at the polls if people park 

where No Parking signs are posted.  Chief Fink said that they would not ticket 
vehicles parked on the wrong side of the streets, close to the polls, on Election Day.   

 
9. Mr. Ditton noted a request from the Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library for a 

donation.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the Finance Committee would discuss the request.  
 
10. Mrs. Groninger asked if the complaint from Mr. Sweeley about illegal fireworks in his 

neighborhood had been resolved.  Ms. Schmidt stated that fireworks are no longer 
being set off in the neighborhood. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of the August 15, September 5, & October 
3, 2006 council meetings.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Rees moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  

Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $88,033.83; bills to be paid from the Liberty Splashland account total $215.21; 
and bills to be paid from the Liquid Fuels fund total $79,671.91.   

 
3. Mr. Wetzel moved to adopt Resolution G-2006.  This resolution provides for an NNB 

Checking Account for the Second Street DCED Grant money.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the Election for Relief from Unemployment Charges & 

Solvency Fee Payment of $567.59.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe 
explained that paying this fee protects the Borough from a higher rate for 
unemployment charges if an employee should leave the Borough and be laid off by 
another employer.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe announced that Expert Home Builders have invited the Borough Council 

and employees to a Christmas party at Townside at the Savoy.  Responses are due by 
November 30th. 

 
6. Mr. Straub asked for permission to pursue an asbestos search analysis at the Second 

Street building as recommended by Gary Wolfe.  Mr. Wolfe moved to approve an 
asbestos analysis at a cost not to exceed $5,000.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
7. Ms. Lark asked if the Street Committee has determined what streets are to be paved in 

2007.  She was informed that Elliott Drive will be paved.  The committee has not 
decided on other streets to pave, but will inform her once they have been determined. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourned. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 9:20 p.m. for one issue that was forgotten.  All council 
members, the Mayor and Solicitor, were present. 
 
The topic discussed was the health care contract with GHP which expired on October 31st.  
Mr. Wolfe explained that the borough is legally required to provide health insurance to the 
police and non-contractual employees.  The police are currently negotiating for a different 
coverage; however, coverage must be provided through the end of the current contract.  Mr. 
Shoch advised that the council could renew the current coverage until a contract has been 
approved.  The Borough Secretary had been informed by a Geisinger representative that the 
contract could be canceled with a 30-day notice.  Mr. Wetzel moved to continue with 
Geisinger Health Plan as presented.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all 
ayes. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
December 5, 2006 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
  
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 
Richard Shoch, solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
  
Public Comment 
Mr. Darvin Straub, councilman, arrived at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Mr. Bob Kolovich, a resident of 385 Susquehanna Street, presented pictures to the 
council of the unopened street located between his home and the home of Rev. and Mrs. 
Shearer.  He stated that the stones on the road wash out whenever there is a heavy rain.  
He explained that the storm drains run beneath the road and requested that a drain be 
installed and connected to the system.  He also requested that the council consider paving 
the street.  He said that he has a problem with the top soil in his yard washing out.  Rev. 
Shearer said that the problem did not exist until Buchanan Street was created.  Mr. 
Slodysko stated that the crew has regraded the street at least four times within the past 
year.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the Street Committee examine the situation to determine 
what should be done.  Mr. Straub replied that they would do so.  The committee is in the 
process of deciding what work will be done on the roads in 2007.  Mr. Kolovich and Rev. 
Shearer thanked the council for their assistance.   
  
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:12 p.m. for litigation and 
personnel issues.  The council meeting was reconvened at 7:27 p.m.   
 
Mr. Wetzel moved to ask the Civil Service Commission to consider extending the 
eligibility of the part-time officers.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
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Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that “Santa in the Park” event was a success.  She thanked those 
who assisted with the event, the Northumberland/ Point Township Revitalization 
Committee, the Joseph J. Anselmo Sr. Community Trust, the Northumberland/ Point 
Township Kiwanis Club, the Sunbury City Band, Tom Gresh (song leader), and Santa.  
According to Mayor Brosius, 116 children visited with Santa that evening. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that prints, cards, and ornaments are available in the Borough 
Office to be purchased for Christmas gifts.  A special thank you was extended to Barbara 
Kistner for her talent and generosity in donating the original drawings and to the 
Revitalization Committee and Pineknotter Store Committee for making them available. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
No report 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that the leaf pickup will end tomorrow.   
 
The storm last Friday created several water problems.  A storm drain on Duke Street 
backed up and water was in the SunRise Deli. 
 
With the heavy storm last week, several large trees and limbs came down.  Mr. Slodysko 
noted that these trees were rotted inside and recommended that residents should check the 
trees on their properties.  He added that the residents are liable for any damage that may 
occur due to falling limbs and trees. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark requested, on behalf of the Sewer Authority, that Mr. Don Troxell be 
appointed to the Sewer Authority for a five year term.  Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Mr. 
Troxell to the position; Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was 
unanimous in favor of the appointment. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt stated that the Board has decided to change their meetings to the 
first Monday of the month.  If the first Monday is a holiday, they will meet the first 
Tuesday of the month. 
 
Ms. Schmidt requested that the council move the money budgeted for turnout gear into 
recruitment and retention for the purchase of dress uniforms.  Mr. Troup explained that 
Board feels this would boost morale.  A total of 27 uniforms will be purchased at a cost 
of $127 each. 
 
Ms. Schmidt stated that Mark Kromis, web designer for the fire department’s website 
was present at the past meeting to show the Board the new website... 
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Mr. Rees met with the board last evening to discuss the funding for the fire truck.  The 
Board is working on a long-term plan for future truck purchases.  Mr. Rees made a 
motion to move the $17,485 for future apparatus purchased to this year’s truck payment. 
Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed   
6 - 1. 
 
Ms. Schmidt informed the council that the Emergency Services Board opened a checking 
account at the bank for donations that were received.  She asked if the group could use 
the Borough’s tax id number for the account.  She was informed that the Borough’s 
auditor has advised that unless the Borough Secretary is responsible for the accounts, the 
group should obtain their own tax number.  The Borough Secretary informed her that the 
Revitalization and History Day Committees have both obtained their own numbers and 
that it is relatively easy to do so. 
 
Mr. Wetzel made a motion to approve $3,200 for dress uniforms for the Fire Department.  
Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that Eben Gibbs has agreed to serve a 5-year term on the 
Emergency Services Board.  Mr. Rees moved to appoint Mr. Gibbs to the position.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Troup thanked the council for approving the Emergency Services Board’s requests 
and thanked Mr. Rees for attending their meeting and helping to determine the budget. 
  
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe conducted the first reading of the 2007 Budget.  The committee has 
passed a budget totaling $1,232,975, just under an 8% increase over the 2006 
budget.  The overall tax millage was increased from 21.23 mills to 21.43 mills.  
He estimated that the increase for the average tax payer would be $10 or less.  
The committee also proposed an increase to the Local Services Tax (formerly the 
Emergency Services Tax) to $40 from $21 for those employed within the 
Borough earning at least $12,000 annually.  Mr. Wolfe announced the millage 
rates for 2007: Real Estate - 12.95; Road Tax - 2.5; Debt Service - 2.68; Fire Tax 
- 2.3; and Recreation – 1 mill.  The net difference from 2006 is .2 mills. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adopt the 2007 budget.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  
Mr. Ditton explained that with the two contracts under negotiations, the Finance 
Committee has tried to determine what the increases may be and have included 
the increases in the budget.  Mr. Wolfe told the council members that if anyone 
would like to know the specific numbers that have been included in the budget, he 
should ask the committee members.  Since the contract talks are ongoing, the 
information is not required to be made public at this time.  Mr. Wolfe added that 
the committee has included money in the budget for a sixth police officer, another 
part-time office employee, and for other festivals and activities in the Borough.   
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Mr. Shoch advised that the Municipal Services tax ordinance must be advertised 
three times.  It will be adopted in January.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council 
would also vote on the Resolution of Fees and Penalties at the January 2nd council 
meeting. 

 
The roll call vote to approve the 2007 Budget was unanimous. 

 
     Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger moved to reappoint William Roll to the Civil Service Board.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

         
     Property 

Mr. Straub stated that the asbestos abatement company in Pittsburgh has been 
contacted and will inspect the Second Street building at a cost of approximately 
$2,000 to $3,000.  Mr. Wolfe added that nothing will be done to the building until 
the inspection has been completed.  

 
     Public Safety 

Mr. Ditton asked if everyone has passed the NIMS test.  Those council members 
who have not completed the test should do so. 
 
Another topic discussed by the committee was whether to require residents to post 
their address numbers on their houses.  Mr. Ditton requested that Mr. Ruane have 
an article in the newsletter explaining the importance of having house numbers 
visible from the street for emergency services. 

 
Mr. Ditton recommended that when the traffic lights are reprogrammed, that all 
lights turn red whenever the pedestrian crossing button is pushed.  Mr. Ditton 
made his recommendation a motion.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
Complaints have been received about people parking vehicles and boats in the 
pool and Kiwanis parking lot for long periods of time.  Mr. Ditton moved that a 
sign be posted designating the lot to be used for pool or Kiwanis parking only.  
Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  The wording of the sign was left up to the street 
department.  Mr. Ditton requested that the sign be posted as soon as it is obtained.  
Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. 
Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 6-1.   
 
Mr. Ditton requested that someone contact PennDOT to learn the status of the 
crosswalks, pedestrian signs, etc., on Duke Street that were planned several 
months ago.  The Borough Secretary will contact PennDOT. 
 
Mr. Ditton noted that sidewalks at a property in the 500 block of Duke Street have 
been removed.  The property owner has not installed new sidewalks and has the 
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walkway roped off.  Pedestrians must walk in Duke Street because the sidewalk is 
roped off.  The Code Office has cited the property owner.  He has not yet learned 
if the property owner has paid the fine or is requesting a hearing.  Council 
requested that Mr. Ruane check with the District Justice.  Council discussed the 
possibility of putting stone in the walkway until concrete can be installed.  Mr. 
Wolfe recommended that the Code Office and Street Department determine what 
properties should have sidewalks replaced and plan to replace them in the spring 
and charge the property owners.  

  
     Recreation 

Mrs. Long announced that letters have been mailed to businesses for requests for 
funding for playgrounds.  At this point, over $50,000 has been received toward 
the $100,000 goal.  Anyone wishing to donate may send their checks, payable to 
the Norry Playground Fund, to the Borough Office or the Northumberland 
National Bank. 

  
The Recreation Committee will not meet this month.  The Capital Campaign 
committee will meet on December 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
     Streets 

Mr. Straub and Mr. Slodysko have driven through town to determine which 
streets should be paved next year. 

 
Mr. Straub moved to request that the police to conduct a traffic study to determine 
whether to designate Sheetz Avenue a one-way street from Front Street to Water 
Street.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

Old Business 
1. Mrs. Long moved and Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion to appoint the following 

residents to the Comprehensive Plan Committee:  Ann Roll, Julie Watts, Gene 
Brosius, Frank Wetzel, Cindy Lark, and Jan Bowman.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Middle Susquehanna Regional Committee Meeting is scheduled for December 

12th from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. at SEDA-COG.  Mr. Straub volunteered to attend. 
 

3. Mayor Brosius asked about the status of the amendments to the rental ordinance.  
Mr. Shoch will work with the office to determine what information the Borough 
has access to in order to determine if a property is a rental unit.  Mr. Shoch would 
like to review ordinances from other communities and plans to have the ordinance 
for the council to review early in 2007. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the November 6, 2006 minutes.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Mr. Ditton asked if anyone has looked at the 
tree next to Miss Gallo’s property on King Street.  Mr. Ruane stated that the Code 
Office has looked at the property and thinks that the tree is okay, even though it 
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leans toward the creek.  Mayor Brosius suggested that Miss Gallo be contacted 
with the information.  Mr. Ditton asked if the Code Office has begun citing 
residents who have not yet removed their burn barrels.  Council discussed 
whether the Street Department should continue to collect the burn barrels if 
contacted and determined that they should not.  Mr. Ditton questioned if the Code 
Office is citing everyone who has brick sidewalks.  Council voted unanimously to 
approve the minutes. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe moved to cite property owners who still have burn barrels on their 

properties, per the ordinance.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  
Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub 
voted aye; Mr. Wetzel voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  

Discussion.  Mr. Straub noted that the bill for $249.75 for Lift, Inc. is being 
reimbursed by the volunteers at the Liberty Glass Center.  Mr. Straub questioned 
a bill from Tru-Bilt and Mr. Slodysko explained the charges.  Mr. Ditton asked 
what repairs were made to the code car.  Mr. Ruane replied that the manifold was 
leaking.  Mrs. Long asked about a bill for repair to the back hoe.  Mr. Slodysko 
explained that it was part of the original charges.  Mr. Ditton asked if the street 
lights had been replaced.  The street department has installed the two new lights.  
Roll call vote to pay the bills - All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $57,219.55. 

 
4. Mr. Wetzel moved to adopt Resolution H-2006.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  

This resolution approves opening a checking account at the Northumberland 
National Bank for the Norry Playground Fund.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

 
5. Mr. Wolfe advised that all Council and Committee meetings must be advertised.  

He asked if council wished to continue with meetings on the first Tuesday and 
work sessions on the third Tuesdays of each month, except for holidays.  Council 
agreed with the schedule.  Mr. Wolfe requested that committee chairmen inform 
the Borough Secretary of any changes to their committee meeting schedules.  The 
first council meeting in 2007 will be January 2nd at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Mayor Brosius congratulated Mr. Shoch on the birth of his son. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
December 19, 2006 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Noelle Long, Jonathan Rees, 
Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; 
Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Judith Groninger was absent. 
  
Public Comment 
Mr. Paul Ruane, Jr. submitted a financial statement from the Northumberland Hook & 
Ladder Company to the council.  He said that he is now Treasurer of the company and 
will provide council with a certified audit next year.  He is working with an accountant 
with Lewis, Danzig, & Co., Certified Public Accountants, to put the records in Quick 
Books.  He added that the past treasurer did not enter any information in the computer for 
last year.  Mayor Brosius stated that the council appreciates that Mr. Ruane is now in this 
position.  
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone had any issues to be discussed in Executive Session.  None 
were presented. 
  
Mayor's Report 
Mayor Brosius read a letter from James E. Dorman, the Mayor of Harleton.  He thanked 
the Borough for donating equipment to their police department.  Chief Fink explained 
that the department gave them used equipment that our department was no longer using. 
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that W & L Subaru has donated $1,000 to the Police 
Department.  Chief Fink has developed a list of items he would like to purchase with the 
money.  Council told him to make the purchases. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked all who contributed to the Martin Concini Memorial Toy Drive 
and Sgt. Clifford Kriner who organizes the drive each year. 
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Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane provided the council with his monthly report.  He informed the council 
that the radiator in the code car must be replaced at a cost of $400 to $500.  It is made of 
plastic and has a crack in it. 
 
Mr. Ditton requested that the water company be advised of the noise ordinance in the 
Borough.  He added that the contractor was dumping stone or fill at 3:30 a.m. on Eighth 
Street.  Mr. Ruane agreed to talk to them about it. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked when the tower was placed in the township.  It appears to be a relay 
tower.  No one had any other information about it. 
  
Mr. Wolfe asked about the water problem at the new home on Sheetz Avenue.  Mr. 
Ruane replied that the contractor has dug a trench and filled it with stone.  The pipe from 
the basement empties into the trench.  So far, it appears to have alleviated the problem. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report  
No report 
 
Sewer Authority Report  
No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report  
No report 
 
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wetzel moved to adopt the 2007 Budget.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
This is the 2nd and final reading of the budget.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Ordinance 2006-9, the Tax Levy Ordinance.  Mrs. 
Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

     Personnel   
The council received notice from William J. Roll, Chairman of the Civil Service 
Commission, extending police candidate Michael Vognetz’s eligibility to 
November 21, 2007.  According to Mr. Roll, the decision was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to extend Michael Vognetz’s eligibility to November 21, 2007, 
and to request that the Civil Service Commission start a new list for 2007.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Rees explained that the Negotiating Committee for the Teamsters has sent a 
final offer to the Teamsters Union.  Mr. Wolfe stated that it is his understanding 
that in the event the Teamsters choose not to honor the contract, the council may 
implement it themselves; and if the Teamsters choose not to continue working, 
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the council may hire other workers.  Mr. Wolfe explained that if the Teamsters 
continue to work without agreeing to the new contract, they would work under the 
old contract.  
  

     Property 
Mr. Rees moved to accept a three year lease with North Branch Auto Sales.  The 
rental fees would be $3,600 for 2007; $3,900 for 2008; and $4,200 for 2009.  All 
other provisions of the lease would remain the same as the current lease.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
     Public Safety  
 No report.  
 
     Recreation 

Mrs. Long reported that the Playground fund-raising is going well.  To date, 
approximately $50,000 has been donated.  The committee will not meet in 
December.  Their next meeting will be in January. 

 
     Streets 

Mr. Straub stated that he and Mr. Slodysko have developed a list of streets to be 
paved.  They will meet with the PennDOT representative to determine the cost of 
the paving and how much of the list can be done.  They have listed the following 
for possible paving:  Queen Street from Priestley Avenue to Water Street; Orange 
Street from Priestley Avenue to Water Street and possibly from Water Street to 
Front Street; Hanover Street from Fourth Street to Fifth Street; Vista Avenue from 
6th Street to Sunset Lane; Sunset Lane from Vista Avenue to Horizon Avenue; 6th 
Street from Vista Avenue to King Street; and all of Elliott Drive.    

 
Mr. Straub moved to transfer the road tax dollars collected in 2006 but not used, 
to the 2007 street paving budget.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 
 
Mr. Rees asked if a solution has been found for the surface water that was in the 
SunRise Deli last week.  Mr. Straub stated that Penn DOT will be consulted.  He 
added that the problem is that the drains on Duke Street are perpendicular to the 
one coming down Third Street.  Consequently, the water backs up.  Mayor 
Brosius asked if anything was done that may have contributed to the problem.  
She was told that nothing was. 
 

     Second Street  
Volz Environmental Services from Pittsburgh will be conducting the asbestos 
study at the Second Street Building at a cost of approximately $2,500.  A signed 
contract has been returned to the company.  Mr. Straub stated that he would like 
to be present. 
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Old Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe announced that newsletter articles are due by January 12. 
 
2. Mr. Ditton noted that FEMA has realigned the flood plain.  Residents who live 

close to the flood plain should review the new maps.  He requested that the Daily 
Item include this information in a news article. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe stated that the times for Committee meetings in 2007 will remain the 

same except for Finance.  The Finance Committee will meet on the third 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting times will be advertised. 

 
4. Mr. Rees asked if the Sewer Authority and PennDOT have determined the 

construction work for new culverts from Front Street to Water Street.  Mr. Ruane 
stated that PennDOT plans to replace the sewer pipe. 

 
5. Mayor Brosius stated that she was approached by the gentleman who requested a 

stop sign at Fifth and Elliott.  Chief Fink will check if the traffic study for a stop 
sign at Fifth and Elliott has been completed. 

 
6. Mayor Brosius asked if Mrs. Gallo has been told about the code office’s 

determination about the tree next to her property.  The Borough Office was unable 
to find a phone number for her. 

  
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the 
motion.  Discussion.  Mrs. Long asked about the bill from J.A. Coukart & 
Associates for the stormwater review at Northumberland National Bank.  It was 
explained that since Larson Design Group is working for the bank, they 
recommended that another company conduct the stormwater review for the 
Borough.  The Northumberland National Bank will reimburse the Borough for the 
$750.40 charge.  Roll call vote to pay the bills passed unanimously.  Bills to be 
paid from the General Fund total $12,833.34; bills to be paid from the Liberty 
Splashland account total $18.33. 

 
2. Mrs. Long moved to transfer $25,000 from the Second Street Account to the 

Norry Playground Fund.  This money had been donated.  Mr. Wetzel seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Wetzel moved to transfer $10,000 from the General Fund to the 

Northumberland Hook & Ladder Fire Truck Account.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Ditton stated that he is reviewing information on a State Certified Workplace 

Safety Committee Program.  If done, the Borough would be eligible for a 5% 
insurance reduction on certain insurances.  It appears to be an employee-run 
Safety Committee and Mr. Ditton is not sure if the Borough has enough 
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employees to adopt the program.  He will let council know next year if it would 
be advantageous for the Borough.  Mr. Wetzel offered to help review the 
information. 

 
5. Mr. Rees congratulated the council president on the birth of his daughter, 

Samantha Grace Wolfe.  Mayor Brosius added her congratulations. 
 
6. Mayor Brosius noted that the Veterans and volunteers will be laying wreaths on 

Veteran’s graves at the Riverview Cemetery on Thursday, December 21 at 4:00 
p.m.  Mr. Ruane added that this gesture is being done nationwide and that in the 
future, the wreaths will be laid on the graves on December 7th, Pearl Harbor Day. 

 
Mr. Wolfe wished everyone Happy Holidays. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
January 2, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Councilman Jonathan Rees offered an  
Invocation. 
  
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Jonathan Rees, 
Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Dave Noon, acting 
solicitor; Tom Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and 
Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Mayor Gretchen Brosius was absent due to illness; 
Solicitor Richard Shoch was absent due to another commitment.  
 
The three visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No comments were offered at this time. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 7:04 p.m. for an Executive Session.  The meeting was 
reconvened at 7:14 p.m.  Ongoing contract issues were discussed. 
 
Based on that discussion, Mr. Wolfe made a motion that the council rejects a letter dated 
December 29, 2006 from the Teamsters Local Union 764 informing the Borough that they 
are extending the contract on a day-to-day basis.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council does 
not accept the Teamster's premise that they can unilaterally extend the contract on a day-
to-day basis.  He added that the Borough's attorney would contact the Teamsters Union 
regarding this issue in the immediate future.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote - All ayes. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that the council should adopt a Zoning Permit for commercial 
permits.  The COG does all the inspections and collects fees and will not collect the 
borough’s building permit fee.  A representative from the COG has stated the Borough 
should have a Zoning permit fee. 
 
Mrs. Noelle Long arrived at 7:20 p.m. 
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Mr. Ruane requested that Mr. Shoch attend a hearing with District Justice Bolton regarding 
the brick sidewalks at the 101.  Mr. Noon replied that he would relay the information to 
Mr. Shoch so the Borough has legal representation at the hearing. 
 
Mr. Ruane has passed the state test for handicapped accessibility. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 

• Mr. Thomas Slodysko thanked the Sewer Authority for the work that Dan has done 
to reset the lids. 

• The Christmas tree pick-up has begun. 
• Mr. Slodysko plans to attend a meeting on Friday in Bloomsburg on making street 

signs. 
• Mr. Slodysko informed the council that he has located a place in Danville to obtain 

cinders.  The crew will be able to stockpile cinders for use on icy roads. 
• Mr. Wolfe asked if there is enough work for the three employees since the weather 

is nice.  Mr. Slodysko replied that there is.  They are working on the Rescue 
Building, picking up Christmas trees, and patching potholes, in addition to the 
regular work. 

• Mr. Straub suggested that Mr. Slodysko get someone to demonstrate a chipper 
while they are picking up Christmas trees.  The Christmas tree pickup will run for 
about 2 weeks.  The crew does not pick up trees with tinsel or in bags. 

 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark informed the council that the Sewer Authority has purchased rings that are 
installed around the manhole covers that taper from the top of the cover to the street level.  
This should help to save on the covers and the plows during snowstorms. 
 
The first portion of the sewer donation to the Borough will made be this month. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
No report  
 
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Resolution A-2007, the Schedule of Fees and Penalties 
for 2007.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe said that the changes from 
2006 are the addition of a $15.00 fee for a Fire Report and the removal of the 
Garbage Haulers’ fee.  Mrs. Groninger questioned the purpose of charging for the 
Fire Report.  She feels that the fee is excessive in that the report must be 
completed.  If there is to be a charge, she feels that a charge for copying the report 
would be adequate.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the Borough charges $15.00 for 
accident reports but had not charged for fire reports.  He feels that the Borough 
should either charge for both, or not for either.  Mr. Wolfe added that the Fire Chief 
had suggested that the fee be added.  Mr. Ditton said that he agrees with Mrs. 
Groninger; however, he decided not to make the Fire Report fee an exception to his 
motion.  Roll call vote: Mrs. Long, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe voted 
aye; Mr. Rees, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3. 
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     Personnel  
 Mrs. Groninger stated that she has nothing to report. 
      
     Property 

Mr. Rees stated that he has nothing to report and the committee would meet this 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 23rd. 

 
     Public Safety 

Mr. Ditton asked Mr. Ruane if he has had the opportunity to check the code for 
provisions for house numbers.  Mr. Ruane replied that he has not. 

 
     Recreation 

Mrs. Long reported that $82,150 has been received thus far for the Playground 
Fund.  The committee will meet the fourth Wednesday of the month. 

  
    Streets 

Mr. Straub announced that the committee would meet next Tuesday at 7:00 pm to 
discuss the street paving and curbing to be done this year. 

 
     Second Street  
            The asbestos inspection is scheduled for tomorrow. 
 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wetzel moved to adopt Ordinance 2007-1, which changes the Emergency and 
Municipal Services Tax to $40 from $21.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mrs. 
Groninger questioned the line that stipulates that the "income from all sources" 
must be more $12,000 because an employer would not know the employee's 
income from all sources. Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the motion until the next 
meeting. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to adopt the minutes of December 5, 2006.  Mr. Wolfe seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.   

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to adopt the minutes of December 19, 2006.  Mrs. Long 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 6 ayes and 1 abstention. Mrs. Groninger 
abstained because she was not present at the December 19th meeting.  Motion 
passed.   

 
3. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve payment of bills.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote to pay the bills passed unanimously.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $18,050.17; bills to be paid from the Liberty Splashland account 
total $21.41. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe announced that the newsletter articles are due next Friday. 
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5. Mrs. Groninger asked if everyone read the article provided by Chief Fink regarding 
drugs in the Borough. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
January 16, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
  
Roll Call 
Council members present were Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Darvin 
Straub, and Noelle Long.  Other present were Mayor Brosius; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.   Council 
members Jonathan Rees and Frank Wetzel were absent. 
 
Public Comment 
No Public Comment was offered. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane submitted his monthly report to the council.   
• Paul Ruane informed the council that the District Justice ruled in favor of the 101 at the 

hearing this morning.  The Code Office had cited the property owner for not complying with 
the Borough Ordinance relating to sidewalk installation.   

 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to appeal the District Justice’s decision regarding the sidewalks at 
the 101 to the next level.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. 
Groninger, Mrs. Long, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted no.  Motion passed 4-1.   
 

• Mr. Ruane also reported that a hearing for an inoperable vehicle at a property on Permastone 
Drive was conducted last week.  The District Justice ruled in the favor of the property owner.  
Mr. Ruane stated that he learned that the next time the Code Office argues a case regarding 
an inoperable or unlicensed vehicle, he will obtain paperwork from the police department to 
provide proof that the license has expired. 

 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
• Tom Slodysko informed the council that the Christmas decorations have been removed from 

the downtown.  Tomorrow will be the last day for Christmas tree pickup in the Borough. 
• Schick’s Garage now has the panels to repair the bucket truck.  Arrangements are being made 

to have them welded to the truck. 
• Mr. Slodysko explained that the bill from Shumaker Industries is for steel that was used to 

put a new box liner in the GMC truck. 
• The Street Crew placed stone in the sidewalk area at the property on Duke Street. 



 2

• Mr. Slodysko and Mr. Straub have been looking at chippers and windrow turners.  A chipper 
and windrow turner are to be purchased through the Recycling Grant.   

• A Carlisle-based company will demonstrate a rubberized crack filling machine for road 
maintenance.  Mr. Slodysko will have them make repairs to Buchanan Street for the 
demonstration.  This machine is a wand unit with a heated compressor.  

• Damaged was sustained to the red trailer from a hit and run accident.  An estimate will be 
obtained for the police department.  The person responsible has been apprehended. 

• Mr. Straub reported that a resident told members of the street crew that a Christmas tree was 
in an alley and had been told that the crew doesn’t pick up trees in alleys.  Mr. Slodysko said 
that they cannot take the truck and chipper through the alleys, but he will see that the tree is 
picked up. 

 
Emergency Services Board 
Judyann Schmidt stated that the Board would like the Mayor to swear in the Fire Chief at the 
February Council Meeting.  The Board has also requested that Mr. Rees attend their next 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that she will be swearing in the Fire Police on Sunday at 
their meeting. 
 
Committee Reports 
     Finance – No report 
 
     Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger reported that the attorney for the Borough’s insurance company has 
scheduled appointments for examinations for all current and former members of the labor 
unit. 
 
Mrs. Groninger read the following letter received from Nathan Fisher: 
 
“January 5, 2007 
Janice Bowman 
Northumberland Borough Council 
219 Second Street 
Northumberland, PA 17857 
Janice Bowman and Northumberland Borough Council, 

I am writing this letter to inform all of you that I am no longer wish to be involved 
in the case dealing with the asbestos at the Second Street School. I have decided not to 
pursue the issue at this time.  I spoke to the insurance lady that I have no ill effects at this 
time. I have informed Attorney Casey that I no longer wish to be involved in the case. If 
you have any question regarding this matter feel free to contact me. 
 I am also sending a copy of this letter to Attorney Casey for his records. 
       Cordially, 
       Nathan W. Fisher” 
 
Mr. Wolfe reported that the negotiating committee has scheduled a meeting with the 
Teamster Union and the mediator for Monday, January 22, 2007. 
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     Property – No report 
 
     Public Safety 

Mr. Ditton announced that the committee would not meet this month.  He requested that 
someone else be appointed to chair the committee.   
 

     Recreation 
Mrs. Long reported that $82,650 has been received toward the playground fund.  The 
committee will meet next Wednesday, January 24, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

     Streets 
Mr. Straub told council that the committee met to discuss streets to be paved this year.  
The Borough’s PennDOT representative will be consulted for estimates.   
 
The committee also decided to order street name signs from the Keystone COG.  Mr. 
Slodysko has seen a demonstration for a sign machine and is getting more information on 
the machine and other possibilities for obtaining street signs.  If the Borough decides to 
purchase a sign machine, the order with the COG may be cancelled. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if the committee is planning to replace the bricks in the crosswalks 
downtown.  Mr. Straub stated that he plans to obtain an estimate when estimates are 
obtained for the curbing at Second and Queen Streets.  Mayor Brosius suggested that it 
would be nice to have the crosswalks repaired before the activities this spring and 
summer in the downtown area. 
 

     Second Street  
Mr. Straub reported that samples have been taken from the building for asbestos testing.  
The results have not yet been returned. 
 

 The committee will meet next Tuesday with the Property Committee at 7:30 p.m. 
             
Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Ordinance 2007-1.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  This 
ordinance increases the Emergency and Municipal Services Tax to $40.00 and the 
income limit to anyone earning more than $12,000.  Discussion.  Because of the wording 
in the ordinance that states “total income from all sources”, the ordinance was tabled until 
the February meeting.  Mrs. Groninger noted that an employer has no way to determine if 
the employee’s total income from all sources is more than $12,000. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton asked if anyone had given more thought to requesting that all properties in the 

Borough have house numbers posted on the property.  He added that the International 
Property Maintenance Code section 304.3 requires that all properties have approved 
address numbers placed in a position to be plainly legible and visible from the street or 
road in front of the property.  The numbers are to be a color in contrast to the background 
and shall be Arabic numbers or alpha letters and a minimum of 4 inches high and a width 
of ½ inch.  He asked if council wished to take any action on the requirements.  Mrs. 
Groninger agreed that all residences should have address numbers.  It was noted that the 
county 9-1-1 office is currently readdressing townships in the county and will be 
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readdressing borough and city properties once the townships are completed.  Mrs. 
Groninger commented that another reason to house numbers visible is that with the next 
census, it is important that all residences be counted. 

 
Mrs. Groninger moved to request that, for 9-1-1 purposes and to comply with existing 
codes, all home owners put address numbers on their houses.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
      3.   Mr. Wolfe announced that the Winter Newsletter is at the printer’s.  It is also posted 

online at www.northumberlandborough.com. 
 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $11,646.23. 

 
2. Mr. Straub moved and Mr. Ditton seconded the motion to reappoint Larson Design 

Group as the Borough Engineer for 2007.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
3. Mr. Wolfe stated that the Northumberland Planning Commission has turned down the 

Borough’s request for community development block grand funding for handicapped 
accessibility at the Second Street building. 

 
4. A thank you letter was received from SUN Home Health Services for the assistance the 

Borough Crew provided with decorating the Tree of Love.  The organization raised 
$17,000 for their program. 

 
5. Mrs. Groninger noted that the Fire Police have volunteered 855.75 hours of service 

during 2006.  She thanked them for their work for the Borough. 
 
6. The Borough has received a check for $29.46 as a refund for administrative fees from the 

Lycoming Landfill. 
 
7. Mayor Brosius asked if any information has been received regarding the Community 

Trust merger.  The Borough Secretary spoke with the attorney for the  
Trust and informed him that several Borough residents are interested in sitting on the 
Board.  He will contact the Borough Office when they are ready to appoint Board 
members. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
February 6, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call  
Council members present were Charles "Bud" Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Brosius, Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary. 
  
Presentations 
• Mr. Donald Steele, President of the Northumberland National Bank, presented two checks 

totaling $8,000 to Mayor Brosius for the Norry Playground Fund.  Mr. Steele stated that 
the bank is happy to contribute toward the benefit of the children of Northumberland.   

 
• Mayor Brosius presented a Lifetime Achievement Award to Mr. Tom Cropf for his 41 

years of service with the Northumberland Fire Police: 
“A Lifetime Achievement presented to Tom Cropf for your loyalty and diligence to 
community volunteer work with the Northumberland Fire Police from 1965 to 2006.”   

  
The visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Tom Cropf commented that he would like to offer his services to the new EMS Board and 
the EMA Coordinator.   
  
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:17 p.m. to discuss arbitration and 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:39 p.m.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to proceed with current issues with regards to the Teamsters, specifically to 
submit the issue of the grievances and the Teamsters’ right to arbitration to an arbitrator.  Mr. 
Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.   
  
Mayor's Report  
• Mayor Brosius reported that the monthly report from Chief Tim Fink is in Council's box.  

Chief Fink has returned from training and each police officer is now doing their yearly 
training.  The police department has received a request from Jared Auman to do an 
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internship with the department this coming summer.  Jared is a criminal justice student at 
Elizabethtown University.   

• Mayor Brosius attended the Fire Police meeting on Jan. 21 and swore in the members.  At 
that meeting the resignation of Thomas Cropf was submitted and accepted.  Mr. Cropf has 
been a Fire Policeman in Northumberland since 1965.  We extend our thanks and 
congratulations on this milestone volunteer work.   

• The Revitalization Committee has placed four new benches in the King Street Park.  The 
new plaques are to be placed on them as soon as weather permits.  The memorial benches 
were bought and presented to the Revitalization Committee from the following: 

 In memory of John & Ruth Attig by their family; 
 In memory of Mary Crebs by Barbara and Jerry Marks; 
 In memory of "Fritz" Wert by his wife; 

In memory of Sgt. Brett Swank by the Northumberland/ Point Township Kiwanis 
Club 
      Some other plaques were replaced because of vandalism.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that  zoning hearing was held the last month for Dr. Gessner.  He 
wants to put a doctors office at the corned of 8th and Duke Street at the former Blett property.  
The zoning hearing board approved the special exception.  There will be a new structure built 
on the property.  The office will employ approximately 4 people.   
 
Mr. Ruane explained that starting April 9th, anyone wishing to conduct inspections on 
residential buildings must be certified.  Mr. Ruane is certified for all residential inspections 
except electrical and energy.  He is in the process of attending classes for the energy 
certification. 
   
The Planning Commission has approved a subdivision on Washington Avenue for Joe West.  
Mr. Ruane presented the plans to council for approval.  Mr. Rees made a motion to accept the 
Joe West subdivision.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
 
Public Works Supervisor’s Report 
Glicks has repaired the garage door at the Rescue Building. 
 
Mr. Slodysko has ordered 32 street signs from the Keystone COG and 12 new stop signs to 
replace some that are faded.   
 
The Sewer Authority has filled in the cuts around the manholes, improving the street which is 
helpful when plowing. 
 
The tar buggy demonstration is being rescheduled. 
 
Mr. Slodysko has looked at several chippers and is waiting for a representative to get back to 
him. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if any of the borough trucks are able to get through the alleys to plow 
snow.  Mr. Slodysko replied that during the recent snow storm, if cars were parked in the 
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alleys and the crew was concerned about driving through the narrow lane, they did not plow 
the alley.   
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Eben Gibbs reported that the Board did not meet last night because they did not have a 
quorum.  Brian Crebs was to be sworn in as Fire Chief this evening.  However, he was unable 
to attend due to a family member being hospitalized.  Mr. Gibbs added that the Board would 
meet on Tuesday, February 13th at 7:00 p.m.  Dress uniforms have been in hall for a few 
weeks and the firemen have been notified that they are here.   
 
Sewer Authority Report 

1. Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the Sewer Authority received a letter from DEP last 
month, placing them on a connection moratorium because the plant had two bypasses, 
one in November and one in December.  This is due to sudden increase in flow.  The 
Borough is currently working on the corrective action plan.  Point Township will be 
working on their plan.  They must determine where the Inflow and Infiltration (I & I) 
is coming from.  The Northumberland Sewer Authority has determined that the Kapp 
Heights area and out along Route 11 are two areas that are potential problems.  If the 
township wants additional connections, they must comply and correct the problems.  
Mrs. Groninger asked if Upper Augusta has posed a problem.  Ms. Lark replied that 
they do not.  When Upper Augusta installed their system, they separated the storm 
water from the sewer system.  Several years ago, the Sewer Authority canvassed the 
Borough and residents corrected their systems; removing any storm water drains from 
the sanitary sewer system.  The corrective action plan is due to DEP by the beginning 
of April.  New connections are currently prohibited.  Once the corrective action plan is 
submitted, DEP may consider modifying the prohibition.  The first connections 
released will be to borough properties.  Mr. Ruane stated that he anticipates an 
application for building permit for a spec house.  Ms. Lark replied that DEP can be 
contacted for a single request.  She also stated that the plans for a doctor’s office on 
Duke Street should be able to proceed since there is already a sewer hookup at that 
property.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the lines in Kapp Heights have been examined.  
Ms. Lark replied that the Northumberland Sewer Authority has recommended that the 
Point Township Sewer Authority televise the lines to determine where the problem 
lies.  This should be a high priority for the township since there are several housing 
developments proposed for the township. They have an ongoing program of checking 
for downspouts in the township, according to Gene Brosius.  However, this appears to 
be a larger problem.  Mr. Straub asked how close to capacity the sewer plant is.  Ms. 
Lark responded that the sewer plant holds 1.125 million gallons and on a dry day the 
plant is at ½ capacity or less.  During a heavy storm, the flow can go to 2 million 
gallons.  

 
2. Ms. Lark explained to the council that Mid State Paving has requested permission to 

repair a 20 foot section of pipe on Third Street, between King Street and Sheetz 
Avenue that they had installed last year.  They would like to replace the pipe and 
restore the trench.  Ms. Lark said that the pipe was not installed at the correct slope.  
The Sewer Authority planned to withhold $10,000 from the final payment to cover the 
costs of maintenance for the next ten years.  Mid State would like to correct the 
problem and receive the remainder of their payment.  Ms. Lark explained that the pipe 
can be maintained with a regular flushing maintenance program.  The pipe would be 
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flushed on a quarterly basis.  Mr. Ditton recommended that the Sewer Authority put 
the $10,000 in escrow for 10 years to use for maintenance, or have Mid State replace 
the pipe and repave the Third Street, curb to curb, between King and Sheetz.  Mr. 
Straub moved to require the company to repair the pipe, and pave Third Street from 
King Street to Sheetz Avenue, curb to curb.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Straub added that if the company is not willing to do the work, the 
Sewer Authority should keep the bond and hire someone else to repair the pipe and 
pave the street.  Mr. Slodysko agreed that the street should be repaved.  Roll call vote 
was unanimously approved.  A letter will be addressed to the Sewer Authority 
informing them of the council’s decision.  

 
Committee Reports 
     Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe stated that he has no report.  The committee will meet in March. 
 
     Personnel  

• Mrs. Groninger reported that arbitration is scheduled for February 23 for the police 
contract. 

• The street laborers are currently working without a contract.  The council and laborers 
are meeting with a mediator concerning grievances. 

• One former laborer is not coming back to the state for his physical for asbestos testing.  
One current laborer has gone to Philadelphia for the testing and the other one will be 
going this Friday.  Their transportation is provided.   

• Mrs. Groninger said that she would like to set the record straight about one issue.  The 
Borough Secretary, Jan Bowman, never sent any laborers to remove asbestos.  She 
requested that the correction be made because it is a libelous statement.  Unless 
someone can prove otherwise, Mrs. Groninger requested that her statement be 
included in the minutes.   She added that all the personnel is working very well and the 
at-will employees provide the residents with a fine town to live in, play in and work 
in.  We appreciate them very much. 

• The Personnel committee will meet with the mayor and police chief after tonight’s 
meeting. 

 
    Property 

Mr. Rees stated that he was unable to attend last month’s property committee meeting.  
Mr. Wetzel and Mr. Straub reported that the committee and the Second Street 
Committee met and reviewed the preliminary asbestos study from Volz Environmental 
Services, Inc.   

      
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel has agreed to be Chairman of the committee.  The other members on the 
committee are Mr. Ditton and Mr. Straub.  He announced that the committee would 
meet on February 27 at 6:30 p.m.  [Note:  The meeting was cancelled at the February 
20, 2007 work session.]  One topic to be discussed is the house numbers for 911.  Mr. 
Rees questioned the numbering of the addresses on Madison Avenue.  He was told 
that the county 911 office has contracted with a firm in Lewisburg to review addresses 
in the Borough and they were the ones who provided the number for the residence at 
the end of Madison Avenue.        
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     Recreation 
Mrs. Long reported that $85,655.00 has been collected for the Norry Playground 
Fund.  
The committee will meet on February 28 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the preliminary plans 
with a representative from Play World. 

 
     Streets 

Mr. Straub announced that the committee will meet next Tuesday to discuss the 
equipment to be purchased with the Recycling Grant money.   
 
The Committee will meet with the PennDOT representative to measure the streets to 
be paved and prepare the bid specs. 
 
Mr. Ruane stated that the Central Susquehanna Valley COG is putting out bids for 
LED lights.  The low bid for the units was approximately $39.00 per light.  The 
reduction in the electric bill is estimated to be approximately 90%.  Mr. Ruane has 
estimated that the cost to the Borough to replace the red and green light bulbs in all the 
traffic lights would be between $1,500 and $1,600.   

 
     Second Street  

Mr. Wolfe stated that the Borough has received the final asbestos report.  Asbestos is 
found to be in pipe insulation, tile flooring and associated adhesives.  Volz 
Environmental Services, Inc. recommends removing all asbestos materials.  Mr. Wolfe 
added that there is no surprise that a building of this age contains asbestos.  The 
disposal of the asbestos must be done safely.  A representative from Volz informed the 
office that if the floor tiles are removed intact, it is not considered asbestos abatement.  
Mr. Wolfe requested that the committee meet and review the report in detail and 
recommendations at the March meeting.  Mrs. Groninger noted that school children 
were in the building for many years.  Volz had inspected the property for the 
Shikellamy School District and they had complied with the recommendations at that 
time. 

  
Old Business 

1. Mr. Shoch stated that the verbiage for Ordinance 2007-1, the Emergency and 
Municipal Services Tax is directly from the act and must be included in the ordinance.  
A new act had been passed by the Congress in 2006 that specified that the tax would 
be collected $1.00 per week.  But this bill was vetoed by the Governor.  Currently, 
there is no mandate for how the deductions must be made.  In other years, the Borough 
tax was due by April 30th.  The employer could withhold the tax from the employees 
in one paycheck or over several weeks.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Emergency and 
Municipal Services Tax has been included in the adopted budget.  Mr. Wolfe moved 
to adopt Ordinance 2007-1.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. 
Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Long, and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. Ditton and 
Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2. 

  
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
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2. Mr. Straub moved to approve Steve Beattie and Michele Vayda as Alternate Sewage 
Enforcement Officers.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe announced that he would be on the radio next week and if anyone had any 

topics that they would like him to discuss, they should let him know. 
 
4. Mr. Straub moved to approve purchasing a chipper through the recycling grant under 

the state purchasing program.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Point Township is 
interested in purchasing the borough’s current chipper.  Council discussed the 
parameters of selling equipment that had been purchased with grant money.  The cost 
of the new chipper is $35,000.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he thinks the volunteers have improved and better organized the 
Recycling Center.  Mr. Straub agreed.  He added that the next problem to solve is to 
dig out 8 to 12 inches of macadam.  The docks were originally built for trailers; when 
a decision was made to go to roll-backs, the macadam was filled in.  Now that they are 
going back to trailers, they must remove the macadam in order to back the trailers up 
to the dock.  Mr. Slodysko said that the Recycling Building is very well kept.  He has 
seen a big improvement in the past year. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
March 6, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Frank Wetzel, Bryan Wolfe, Judith Groninger and Darvin Straub.  
Others present were Mayor Brosius, Richard Shoch, Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police 
Chief; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council members Charles “Bud” Ditton, Noelle Long, and 
Jonathan Rees were absent. 
 
The 7 visitors present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 

• Mr. Jason VanKirk addressed the council with a request for support to celebrate Earth 
Day in 2008.  He had originally hoped to plan an event for this year, but feels it would be 
too large an undertaking in a short time.  He requested that WKOK assist with the 
advertising next year.  Earth Day is celebrated on April 22nd.  Next year, April 22nd is a 
Monday, so April 20th was the date discussed for the observance.  Mayor Brosius and Mr. 
Wolfe both voiced support for the plan.  Mr. Straub suggested that Mr. VanKirk provide 
a list of activities that he would include at the event.  Mr. VanKirk replied that he would 
like to have activities for elementary and middle school-age children and include 
volunteer groups such as the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. The Northumberland 
Conservation District has offered support.  Some local vendors have offered to make 
prize donations and Norry Bank will donate a savings bond.  The activities would include 
recycling and energy –saving ideas.  Mr. Pat McPherson offered to donate flowers for the 
event.  Mr. VanKirk stated that he would like to hold the event at the Pineknotter Park.  
He feels that King Street Park may become too crowded. 

 
• Mr. Jack Snyder registered a complaint about a parked vehicle on Elliott Drive.  He 

explained that four houses are located on a private driveway with access to Elliott Drive.  
The resident who lives at the house before the private drive parks a vehicle on Elliott 
Drive, blocking the view to the driveway.  It is safety issue to not be able to see 
oncoming cars when pulling out of the driveway and oncoming motorists cannot see a 
vehicle exiting the driveway as they come around the curve.  Mr. Snyder provided 
pictures of the driveway and the parked vehicle.  Mr. Snyder stated he has discussed the 
situation with the person who parks his vehicle in the way of the driveway and has had no 
success.  Mr. Shoch advised that an ordinance would be required to prohibit parking at 
the driveway for safety purposes.  Mrs. Groninger has made comment that whenever one 
vehicle is parked on a street in the hill section, the street is reduced to one lane.  She had 
been informed that when the developments were planned, sidewalks were not required 
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because the residents all had to have driveways.  Mr. Shoch advised that if the deeds have 
restrictions regarding parking, the Borough would not have the ability to enforce them; it 
would be the responsibility of the residents.  Mr. Wolfe stated that other areas on the hill 
section should also be examined, one being Jefferson Street, at the intersection with 
Strawbridge Road.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the Street Committee review areas to be 
included in the ordinance at their meeting next Tuesday.  Mr. Straub agreed to do so.  Mr. 
Shoch suggested that Don Free, at PennDOT, be contacted for advice regarding a traffic 
study. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to have the Street Committee review the streets and provide the list to 
Mr. Shoch.  Mr. Shoch will have a draft ordinance prepared for the meeting on March 
20th.  Final approval would be voted upon in April.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote: all ayes. 

  
Mrs. Groninger asked if there would be a temporary solution, since the council has been 
made aware of the problem.  Mr. Shoch advised that the fact that the council is acting 
expeditiously would be viewed favorably.  An ordinance is required in order to enforce a 
no parking designation. 
  

• Jonathan Bosserman requested a handicapped parking space be designated at 669 
Wheatley Avenue.  Judith Groninger said she was at the location earlier in the day and 
said parking on Wheatley Avenue is bumper to bumper.  Mr. Groninger asked if Mr. 
Bosserman was aware of the parking situation when he moved into the property.  Mr. 
Bosserman stated that there is off-street parking behind his house, but he did not realize 
that it is not on level ground and it is difficult for him to access his house.  Mr. Wetzel 
moved to approve the handicapped parking space at 669 Wheatley Avenue.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that the council develop guidelines for 
approving handicapped parking spaces.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel and Mr. 
Wolfe voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 3-1. 

 
• Mr. Wetzel thanked the Borough Council and residents of Northumberland for the 

prayers, cards and flowers that the family received following the recent death of his 
father, Wendell Wetzel, the former mayor.   

 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session from 7:33 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. Mr. Wolfe 
announced that personnel and litigation issues were discussed. 
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the union workers in the Borough have filed grievances about 
volunteer work that was done in the Borough.  The Union feels that work done by volunteers was 
work that they should have been permitted to do.  They have proposed that the Borough pay each 
laborer $150 and guarantee the two senior laborers 40 hours each week.  In exchange, they will 
no longer submit grievances about volunteers working in the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe moved to 
accept their proposal.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe asked for comments. 
Mayor Brosius read the following: 

“I sit here looking at two letters.  One is from the United Way Days of Caring and one 
from the Susquehanna University Students.  Both letters offer our community volunteers on the 
weekend of April 20 and 21.  This is not unusual because they have come and helped in our 
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community for many years now.  At least seven years that I remember.  These two groups have 
worked at the King Street Park, at Pineknotter Park, at the Second Street School, the underpass, 
the Recycling Center, the Girl Scout Little House, and the Swimming Pool. And probably some 
other places that I have forgotten.  They have come and worked and gone.  And we have sent 
them letters expressing our gratitude.  Now after at least seven years, our two laborers on the 
Northumberland Borough Crew have asked to be paid for the work that these two groups have 
done in 2006 in Northumberland.  They want paid as well as for a building project done by the 
Little League volunteers at Pineknotter Park in 2006. 

These two laborers need to know that this community could not be run or even exist, 
without volunteers.  I list the groups that have volunteered in this community: the many 
businesses representing the United Way Days of Caring project, the students from Susquehanna 
University, our Firemen, our Fire Police, our Borough Council, the Little League, the Girl and 
Boy Scouts, and the AYSO volunteers.  Continuing with our volunteer organizations, past and 
present, there is the Kiwanis Club, the Lions Club, the JC’s, and the Civic Club, the Recycling 
Center workers and the volunteers who built the Liberty Pool and those who have repaired and 
now maintain it.  Various events are held in our community, none of which would happen 
without volunteers.  These include the History Day Committee, the Soap Box Committee, the 
Pineknotter Day Committee, the Police Department Toy Collection in Memory of Martin 
Concini, the Revitalization Committee, the Lemonade Day Committee, the Improvement 
Committee, the Halloween Parade Committee, and Santa in the Park Committee.  Then there are 
those who plant and maintain the underpass and the flower pots downtown and the plants at the 
gazebo in King Street Park. There are those who serve as volunteers on the Sewer Authority, the 
Zoning and Planning Boards, the Emergency Service Board, our Borough Council, the Second 
Street Committee, the Playground Committee and the Cemetery Board.  I am sure I am missing 
many who have given freely of their time in many areas.  Santa himself is a volunteer! These 
folks give of their Saturdays and after work hours to do all this volunteering. And I thank them 
all. 

I have some questions for these two laborers who have worked in the borough for a few 
years now. Why are they selective for these groups they want paid?  Why is the work of the 
volunteers in 2006 different from any other year?  Would they want all the jobs that the above 
groups do?  Do these laborers get paid a weekly wage for a week’s work?  I think it is documented 
that they do.  Do they want overtime?  Are they unhappy with their pay? Our community can not 
exist without our volunteers.  I am sure there are many who would be happy with a 40 hour a week 
job at a rate of $14.15 an hour with benefits.  Do we want to pay them for work that they did not 
do?  Could someone explain this absurdity?” 
 
Mr. Wolfe rephrased his motion to pay the two borough laborers for work done by volunteers, as 
requested.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All nays.  The motion was 
defeated unanimously. 
 
Mayor's Report  
Mayor Brosius extended the sincere condolences and sympathy of the Council and Borough to 
the family of our past mayor, the late Wendell Wetzel.  She noted that Mayor Wetzel was 
instrumental in the community as a volunteer and as a mayor.   
 
Police  
• Chief Fink has provided council with the monthly police report.  
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• One officer is on administrative leave and part time officers are filling in the scheduled 
hours.   

 
Revitalization 
The Northumberland Pt. Township Revitalization Committee recently honored the following 
home owners for keeping their properties in good repair and for doing renovations as well as 
beautifying their part of town.  Those recognized for summer and fall 2006 are:  Doris and Lloyd 
Reed, Jeffrey Johnstonbaugh and Terry Miller, Jodi and John Bailor, Rachael and Rick Savidge, 
Barbara and Luigi Spaventa, Lisa and Matt Eister and the business and home of Mike and Peg 
Daddario.  The other business recognized was SUNCOM Industries.  We thank them for all their 
hard work. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested a motion to continue the pay for the administrative leave for the one police 
officer until March 20th.  Mr. Shoch advised that the officer’s name need not be included in the 
motion.  Mr. Straub made a motion to pay administrative leave to one of the officers until March 
20th.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane requested that the council consider an ordinance that provides for a mandatory 
inspection for rental properties.  A written proposal was presented to the council.  It recommends 
that properties be inspected at least once every three years.  The ordinance should provide for 
more frequent inspections depending on the condition of the property.  Mr. Shoch added that he 
would draft an ordinance that includes the items in this proposal from the Code Office.  Mr. 
Shoch is also corresponding with Millersburg and obtaining information on their ordinance 
pertaining to a renters’ tax.  He anticipates having a draft ordinance for the next council meeting.  
Mr. Ruane also suggested that a fee be assessed if an appointment has been scheduled for an 
inspection and the landlord does not show up and does not cancel.     
 
Street Supervisor's Report 
Mr. Slodysko stated that the crew has been busy with snow and ice removal and cleaning out 
storm drains.  He plans to fill potholes within the next few days. 
 
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that the Sewer Authority has informed Mid State about the council’s wishes 
for the Third Street repair.  They have not had a response as yet.  Mrs. Groninger asked if Mid 
State was informed in writing.  Ms. Lark explained that she sent them a copy of the letter from 
the Borough informing the Sewer Authority of the council’s wishes along with a letter from the 
Sewer Authority. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Gibbs reported that Jonathan Rees was present at last evening’s meeting to review the 
apparatus replacement schedule.  The two companies are to present the proposal to their 
members and the Board hopes to have a response by their April meeting.   
 
Mr. Gibbs added that the two companies are beginning to work closely together.  Plans are to 
hold a monthly line officers’ meeting and to have a meeting after every fire to review 
procedures. 
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Committee Reports 
     Finance 
 The committee will meet on March 15th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
     Personnel  
 No report 
 
     Property 
 No report 
 
     Public Safety 
 The committee will meet on March 27th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
     Recreation 
 The committee will hold a special meeting on March 13th at 6:00 p.m. 

The committee met last week to review plans for the playground at the Second Street 
property.  A mini skatepark may be added if additional funds, over the $100,000, are 
secured.  Mr. Wolfe commended Noelle Long and Mayor Brosius for their work toward 
this project. 
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that Tom Ross has offered to remove the old 
playground apparatus at no cost to the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe suggested tabling the issue 
until the council meeting in 2 weeks.   

      
     Streets 
 The committee will meet March 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
      
     Second Street  

Mr. Straub announced that the committee would meet with the Property Committee on 
March 27 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The bid specifications are out for the asbestos abatement.  Motion to approve the 
abatement specifications was made by Mr. Wolfe and was seconded by Mr. Wetzel.  The 
bids will be opened at the April 3rd council meeting.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

             
Old Business 

1. Mayor Brosius asked if the volunteers from the United Way and Susquehanna University 
could perform work in the Borough.  Mr. Shoch said that they could as has been past 
practice. 

 
2. Mayor Brosius requested that the council open the restrooms at Pineknotter Park during 

the day, not just during ball games.  Residents who frequent the Point during the daytime 
have made the request.  Mayor Brosius added that she realizes that the council had 
discontinued the practice of opening the restrooms, due to vandalism, except during ball 
games and when the pavilion is rented.  She requested that council reconsider.  In past 
years, the street department opened the restrooms in the mornings; and the police closed 
them in the evenings.  Ms. Lark added that an employee from the Sewer Authority used 
to open the restrooms on weekends.  Mr. Wetzel moved to have the restrooms opened by 
the street department during the week and by the police or Sewer Authority on the 
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weekends and closed by the police.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Ruane stated that there are a few abandoned properties in the borough.  According to 

the property maintenance code, if the property is not being maintained for a two year time 
period, the structures are to be fixed up or torn down.  Mr. Shoch agreed to provide a 
letter to be sent to the property owners. 

  
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the minutes of January 2nd and January 16th.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Straub moved to approve payment of bills.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  An 

additional bill for $561.80 from Mayan’s Auto Body for painting the police vehicle was 
included in the motion and second.  Discussion ensued.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the 
Cargill Salt bill was for salt or overtime.  It was for salt.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the 
$1675.50 for the Central PA Teamsters Health and Welfare Fund was for health 
insurance.  The payment is for two laborers’ health insurance for one month.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 29,714.25; bills to be paid 
from the Liberty Splashland account total $12.82. 

 
3. Mr. Straub moved to approve closing the downtown streets for the Spring Fling Craft 

Show on May 19th.  The craft show is sponsored by the Kiwanis Club.  Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Straub invited anyone interested in 
volunteering to contact him. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger asked about the March 1st letter from DEP concerning the Chapter 94 

connection prohibition imposed on the Sewer Authority.  Ms. Lark explained that the 
Sewer Authority is going to break out the pump station improvement project from the Act 
537 Plan, as recommended in DEP’s letter.  Mrs. Groninger asked if Northumberland 
Borough is guaranteed the first connections when they are released.  Ms. Lark replied 
yes.  She stated that Ann Roll (Branchview) has already requested a connection and that 
one is the first to be approved.  She added that Point Township must provide the Sewer 
Authority with a corrective action plan.  They must also prove that they are meeting their 
goals.  The permits for connections will be released on a case by case basis.  The 
Northumberland Sewer Authority will make the decision on who will be issued the 
permits.  Permits are issued with a stipulation that they be connected within 6 months.  
Mayor Brosius asked if sewer runs out to the former Haddon farm.  She was told that it 
does not. 

  
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
March 20, 2007 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, and 
Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Jenifer Flory, Borough Clerk. 
 
The visitors present introduced themselves.  
 
Public Comment 

•  Ronnie Echols and his wife, owners of the Sunrise Deli, attended the meeting with some 
concerns.  According to the owners, when the business was being set up, Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer, told them two times that a permit was not needed.  Lee Shaffer, Health 
Officer, inspected the business and told them everything looked okay.  The business was 
open for 51 days and the neighbors filed suit in regards to the location of the exhaust fan, 
stating it was a nuisance.  The Echols went to court and the fan was not proven to be a 
nuisance and they won the case in District Justice Bolton's office.  Code Enforcement has 
now proceeded to instruct them to move the fan because of a code violation.  The restaurant 
will have to be closed and the cost is approximately $4,000.00 to have the problem fixed. The 
owners feel as though they should not be held responsible for making the repairs because if 
the permit had been given in the beginning, the fan would have been placed properly.   The 
Echols were not aware of a code violation until it was too late.  Mr. Ruane spoke regarding 
the issue and said it was a mistake on his part and he overlooked it.  Mr. Wolfe made a 
motion to give a 60 day cooling off period.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Mr. Wolfe said that nothing needs to be done by the owners during that time.  He added that 
he feels as though the Borough should incur the cost if it was the Borough’s mistake.  Mrs. 
Groninger feels as though we should not give it 60 days and that we should talk with Mr. 
Ruane and Attorney Shoch before making any decisions.  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees 
and Mr. Straub voted aye and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 4-1. 

 
• Mr. Echols also voiced some concern about the storm water run off.  This past summer 

during a storm, there was approximately six inches of water throughout the Sunrise Deli.  
This was caused by back flow from a storm drain on Duke Street.  Mr. Rees stated that during 
the years that the building was used by the Norry Christian School, they never had water in it.  
He wondered if the gas company may have disturbed something when they were digging.  
Mrs. Groninger noted where the drains are located on Duke Street.  Mr. Slodysko wants to 
find where the line goes to see if it is open.    

 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:20 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:42 
p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that litigation issues were discussed and no action is required. 
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A personnel issue that was discussed does require action.  Mr. Straub moved to take a police officer 
off of administrative leave.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. 
Long, Mr. Rees and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion passed 4-1. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer's Report 
Mr. Ruane gave his monthly report for February at the meeting.  He stated that Code Enforcement 
attended two council meetings and two miscellaneous meetings, issued one permit for $39.00, 
responded to three complaints, and traveled 80 miles in the code car.  One street cut permit was 
issued for $500.00 and two rental inspections were done for $100.00.   
 
Public Works Supervisor's Report 

• Pothole repairs still need to be done on the hillside.  The recent weather has caused a setback 
in getting the work done.  Orange Street is cracking all the way down through and was just 
paved two years ago.  Fifth Street, between Hanover and Prince Streets, is also cracking.  
Orange Street was paved with Superpave and Fifth Street was not.  G & R Charles was the 
paving contractor.  There were complaints made last fall about Orange Street.  Mr. Wolfe 
feels as though the work should not crack that fast and thinks G & R Charles should be ask to 
come out and inspect the paving. 

 
• Bernie Dincher of Totally Trees, Inc. went to the Second Street School to inspect the Green 

Ash tree on the playground.  Mr. Dincher will send a letter recommending that the tree be 
removed due to storm damage and the fact that the top of the tree is rotting.  Mr. Slodysko 
spoke with Best Line Equipment and they will donate a lift since the crew cannot get up high 
enough with the bucket truck.  Mr. Slodysko said the crew will remove the tree and that the 
new chipper will be here on Friday.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion to remove the tree at the 
Second Street School.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes.   

 
Emergency Services Board 

• Eben Gibbs would like to be able to use Quickbooks rather than go to a public accountant for 
the audit.  The audit cost them $10,100.00 in 2005.  Mr. Wolfe informed him that 
Quickbooks is about $200.00 and is not an auditing tool.  Quickbooks only creates financial 
reports and does not replace an audit.  The Borough was presented with the Hookie’s 2005 
Financial Report in December of 2006 by Paul Ruane Jr.  Mr. Wolfe also thinks we need to 
hear from the Hookie's.  Mrs. Groninger stated that there is a form 990 the fire companies 
must submit to the government.  The Borough has never received a copy and she thinks the 
subject should wait until the full council is present.   

 
Committee Reports 

 Finance 
        The next meeting will be held April 19th.  
      
       Personnel  
       No report. 
   
       Property   

The next meeting will be March 27th at 7:30 p.m.   The committee met with Gary Wolfe.  
Asbestos contractors were at the school today for a pre-bid inspection.  In the test results provided 
by Volz, the upstairs tile showed mixed results for the samples.  The first sample tested positive 
for asbestos while the second tested negative.  A motion to take samples and have them sent to be 
retested for asbestos was made by Mr. Straub and was seconded by Mr. Wolfe.  Roll call vote - 
All ayes. 
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Public Safety 
The next meeting will be held March 27 at 6:30 p.m. 

  
Recreation 
There was a meeting last week.  Final decisions for a recommendation to council for playground 
equipment, surfacing, and color of the equipment have been discussed. The committee will also 
begin soliciting donations from the public.  There have been some public service announcements 
on the radio.  Articles will be in the newspaper and in the newsletter to help reach the $100,000 
goal.  The next meeting is March 28th at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Brosius asked the council to approve 
the removal of the old playground equipment by Tom Ross at no cost to the Borough.  Mrs. Long 
expressed a concern regarding the holes left on the playground by the removed equipment and 
asked if we could have the holes filled in to avoid injury.  A motion to have the equipment 
removed was made by Mr. Straub and was seconded by Mrs. Long.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
Streets 
The committee is waiting to hear from the COG.  PennDOT requires a traffic study in order to 
paint yellow lines on Elliott Drive and Jefferson Street.  A motion to have a traffic study done by 
police was made by Mr. Wolfe and was seconded by Mr. Straub.  Roll call vote - Mr. Rees, Mr, 
Straub, Mr. Wolfe, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 4-1. 

  
Old Business 

1. Mayor Brosius asked for approval to buy a bigger shredder for the office. The price found in 
catalogs was discussed and Mr. Wolfe asked that we provide the council with some printouts 
of different shredders for the next meeting.  

 
2. A motion to approve the minutes from the February 6th council meeting was made by Mrs. 

Groninger and was seconded by Mrs. Long.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 
3. A motion to approve payment of the bills was made by Mrs. Groninger and was seconded by 

Mrs. Long.  Roll call vote - all ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $12,430.30. 
 
New Business 

1.  Mr. Straub asked for permission to purchase a scale for the recycling center.  It would be 
purchased through the borough and we would be reimbursed $2,125.00 when the bill comes; 
either through recycling funds or through a recycling grant that reimburses 90% of the cost.  
A motion to purchase the scale was made by Mr. Straub and seconded by Mr. Rees.  Roll call 
vote -All ayes. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger expressed her gratitude to Mr. Straub for the grants obtained by the recycling 

volunteers and to Mr. Ruane for the money he brings into the Borough.  She noted that the 
recycling grants and the code office provide benefits to the borough.  

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jenifer Flory 
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Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
April 3, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Jonathan Rees, 
Frank Wetzel and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Richard Shoch, 
Borough Solicitor; Tim Fink; Chief of Police, Paul Ruane; Code Enforcement Officer, 
Tom Slodysko; Street Supervisor, and Janice Bowman; Borough Secretary.  Council 
member Noelle Long was out of town and Council member Darvin Straub was ill. 
  
The eleven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Lana Gulden, a member of the Central Pennsylvania Rowing Association stated that the 
Rowing Association, the Susquehanna Greenway, and SEDA-COG would like to conduct 
a feasibility study on constructing a larger boathouse, launches, hiking trails, and park area 
somewhere along the river.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the groups have the funds for the 
feasibility study.  Ms. Gulden replied that they do not; but are seeking funding from the 
various agencies.  Mrs. Groninger asked who had approached the Borough for a 
contribution for a river study.   Ryan Unger, an employee at SEDA-COG had asked for a 
contribution for an Appalachia’s Regional Commission (ARC) grant application. The 
program is to revitalize river towns and SEDA-COG was making this request of various 
municipalities along the river.  It was suggested that Ms. Gulden contact Mr. Unger for 
more information.  Mrs. Groninger moved to endorse the Susquehanna Community River 
Sports Center feasibility study.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 
Mr. Joel Wiest, the attorney for Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Young, informed the council that 
the Young's live next to a restaurant that has opened on Route 147.  The Young’s have 
been to court were told to go through the Borough.  The problem is that the exhaust fan at 
the restaurant is approximately a foot from the Young’s property.  The mechanical codes 
require that exhaust fans be situated at least 10 feet away from the adjacent property.  He 
requested that the Borough take some action on behalf of his clients.  Mr. Shoch informed 
him that the Code Office has sent a letter to the owners of the restaurant, informing them 
that they must comply with the code.  The owners of the restaurant had attended the March 
20th council meeting and indicated that they thought that the Borough should bear some of 
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the costs since they were not aware of the code and that they were out of compliance.  
Discussion ensued.  Mr. Shoch suggested that he and Paul meet at the site with the owners 
of the Sunrise Deli to determine what must be done to bring it into compliance and to 
break down the costs.  Mrs. Groninger asked what the court ruling had been.  Mr. Shoch 
explained that the court ruled that the Young’s do not have a private right to enforce the 
placement of the fan according to the code.  Enforcement is up to the municipality.  Mr. 
Wiest stated that his clients do not feel that the Borough is liable for the cost to move the 
fan.  He stated that the contractor and the deli owners should have followed the codes and 
that Mr. Ruane may not have been aware of the problems.  Mr. Wiest added that in the 
hearing, the owners of the restaurant agreed that the fan was illegally placed.  The other 
point that Mr. Wiest noted is that extending the pipe would not solve the problem.  He 
added that apparatus itself is illegally placed and poses a fire hazard.  Mr. Wolfe said that 
when the cafe owners came to a previous council meeting, they indicated that they had 
won in front of the judge.  Mr. Shoch explained that the judge determined that the Young’s 
did not have a right to enforce the code; that the municipality would be the one to enforce 
it.  Mr. Shoch stated that he feels that more information is needed to resolve the problem.  
Mr. Wolfe determined that the council would hold a regular meeting on April 17 instead of 
a work session so action could be taken at that meeting if all the information is obtained.  
He would like to resolve the problem as quickly as possible.  Mrs. Young stated that her 
husband informed the restaurant owner before the fan was installed.       
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:18 p.m. to discuss contract and 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:38 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that no 
action is required.  
  
Mayor's Report 

• Mayor Brosius reported that the monthly police report has been provided for their 
review. 

• Jared Auman has requested to be an intern for the Northumberland Police 
Department.  His background check has been completed.  Mr. Ditton made a 
motion to allow Jared Auman to do his internship with the borough police.   Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

• Mayor Brosius commented on a letter received from the VFW.  The veteran group 
is disbanding.  Mayor Brosius thanked the group for their many years of volunteer 
work. 

• The Seventh Day Adventist Church contacted Mayor Brosius this week.  They 
would like to know if the Borough is interested in purchasing the building.  Mr. 
Wolfe will contact Mr. Mertz. 

• The Borough has received information from the Census Bureau.  Meetings will be 
held in May at SEDA-COG. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane requested that the council approve $2000 for the purchase of LED lights for the 
traffic signals.  Mr. Wolfe made a motion to purchase the lights.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
Mr. Ruane requested $150 for the Borough’s dues for the COG.   
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Street Supervisor's Report 
Mr. Slodysko informed the council that the flagpole on the Second Street playground must 
be removed.  He said that the pole is in good shape, but the base is deteriorating. 
 
Mr. Slodysko has met with G & R Charles about the cracks in Orange Street.  The paving 
was done two years ago and the company will repair the street. 
 
The street sweeper is in the garage for repair.  The coupler inside the transmission must be 
replaced.  This is the fourth time for this repair.  The company engineer will talk to the 
mechanic to determine what can be done to correct the problem. 
 
New valves have been received for the plumbing in the restrooms at the VFW.  The repairs 
are scheduled to be made. 
 
Mr. Slodysko has plotted the playground and basketball court for the Second Street 
property.  An 8-inch corrugated pipe runs from the playground area to the alley. 
Mrs. Groninger moved to replace the pipe.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that a time capsule is buried under one of the trees at the 2nd Street 
end of the building.   
 
Chief Fink stated that the traffic study will be done on Elliott Drive tomorrow.  Mr. Wolfe 
questioned why the Borough must do a study in order to paint the lines.   State law requires 
a traffic study to be done in order to site someone for a violation. 
 
Mr. Ditton has requested that the street department do some work at Pineknotter Park.   
  
Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the corrective action plan study has been submitted to DEP.  
Point Township is also submitting a corrective action plan.  She said that they have been 
working with DEP to include all necessary information in the plan and feels that it should 
meet their requirements.  The Sewer Authority would like the Borough to adopt an 
ordinance which establishes a compliance program and would give the Sewer Authority 
the right to enter homes to check for illegal connections upon the sale of the property.  Ms. 
Lark stated that she would provide a copy of the ordinance for Mr. Shoch to review before 
presenting it to council. 
 
Emergency Services Report 
Mr. Eben Gibbs informed the council that the Board met last night and added a section to 
their standard of operations.  They discussed the need to have the traffic stopped because 
there have been incidences where firefighters have almost been hit by automobiles.   
 
The group will meet in two weeks with the Executive Officers from both companies to 
discuss the apparatus replacement program.  Both companies have been asked to provide 
financial plan.     
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The Emergency Services Board passed a resolution allowing the companies to use 
QuickBooks as their financial statements to the Board.  He feels that since it is good 
enough for grants and the federal government, it is good enough for the Board. 
 
The fire chief position has been tabled.  Josh Newbury has been acting chief. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if we would be supplied with an official audit from either company and 
was told evidently not.  Mr. Wolfe explained the difference between an audit and a 
financial statement.   
  
Committee Reports 
     Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe reported that the committee would meet on April 19th at 6:30 p.m. 

The audit has been received.  The vote to accept it will be held at the April 17th 
meeting. 

      
     Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger provided an update on the workers compensation claims and 
grievances that had been received from the street department regarding the asbestos 
claim.  Nate Fisher and Don Keeley, both former employees, have withdrawn their 
claims.  Steve Haas, a former employee, and Steve Carr, a current employee, have 
been denied.  A determination has not been received for Todd Snyder’s claim. 
Another grievance has been received regarding the street supervisor working.  Mr. 
Ditton questioned if the grievance can be filed since the workers do not have a 
current contract.  Mr. Shoch stated that this is an issue, whether or not the union 
workers have the right to grieve after the expiration of the old contract, which 
would be determined by the arbitrator.  

 
     Property 

The committee met last month with the Second Street Committee to discuss the 
plans for the building.  One group that is interested in renting the building would 
like to rent the entire building.  The committee is not in favor of this since the 
building was purchased for the purpose of establishing a community center. 

 
Mr. Wolfe noted that the Borough purchased the building over five years ago and 
he feels it would behoove the council to open the building up, invite residents to 
come in and voice their opinions.  Mayor Brosius stated that people have voiced 
their opinions at the yard sales that are held in the building in June.   

 
     Public Safety 

• The committee met on March 27th and discussed an ordinance regarding Megan’s 
Law. 

• Mr. Ditton asked if anything was done about house numbers.  Mr. Wetzel stated 
that the topic would be discussed at the April committee meeting.   
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• Mr. Wolfe stated that he receives comments about a community cleanup.  He feels 
that if the Borough conducts a cleanup, tickets should be sold to those who wish to 
have items picked up in order to avoid the problems that were faced in the past. 

• Mr. Wetzel asked if the code office could speed up the process on citing property 
owners for not cutting their grass and taking care of their property.  Sidewalks and 
stone 

 
     Recreation 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the plans that have been endorsed by the Recreation 
Committee will be presented to the council for their approval in two weeks.  The 
goal is that the playground will be completed in June. 

 
     Second Street Community Center 

The bids for the Asbestos Abatement project were opened.  The bid results for the total 
project were:  Power Component Systems, Inc. - 19,795.00; First Capital Insulation, 
Inc. - 21,458.00; Sargent Enterprises - 14,600.00; Penoco - 24,107.00; American 
Abatement Group, Inc. - 16,100.00; and Alicon Environmental - 24,449.00. 
 
The lowest bidder was Sargent Enterprises, Inc. with a bid amount of $14,600.00.  A 
motion to hire Sargent pending a reference check was made by Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and Mr. 
Rees voted aye and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 4-1. 

             
Old Business 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the newsletter articles are due by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 
13th. 
 
New Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes of March 6, 2007.  Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Rees abstained because they did not 
attend the meeting.  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Wetzel voted aye.  Motion 
passed 3-0-2. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton made a motion to pay the bills.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Mrs. 

Bowman noted an additional bill for $20 to DCED for state building permit fees.  
The check to Mr. Wolfe, for clarification, is for a reimbursement for the purchase 
of software for the website.  Mr. Ditton asked if the Borough would be reimbursed 
for the sign that was damaged in a vehicle accident.  It was explained that the 
insured’s insurance has already made payment for the sign.  Roll call vote - All 
ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $64,806.03 and Liberty 
Splashland bills total $33.24. 

 
3. The Shikellamy Baseball coach sent a letter requesting the use of the Pineknotter 

Park ballfield.  Mr. Ditton stated that he feels that the school district should pay a 
stipend for the use of the field since volunteers maintain the field and the Borough 
purchases the supplies.  Mr. Ditton added that the money could be used to refurbish 
the field, reapplying the lines, etc.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the schedules would 
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conflict with the other teams that play at the field.  It was explained that Mr. Luden 
schedules the field and that the other teams would have preference for the playing 
times.  Mr. Ditton suggested that the stipend be $50 per game, adding that this is a 
school-sponsored activity.  Mr. Wetzel so moved, adding that the Borough teams 
should have priority for use of the field.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mr. Ditton added that if the team plays night games, they should also 
pay for the lights.  Ms. Lark stated that many of the sports do not obtain funding 
through the school district, but from the Booster Clubs.  Mr. Wetzel withdrew his 
motion.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to approve the use of the field and to charge a 
stipend of $50.00 for using the field.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote - Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Ditton voted aye.  Mr. Wolfe and 
Mr. Wetzel voted nay.  Motion passed 3-2. 

 
4. PSAB Regional Water Resource Committee sent a correspondence to the Borough 

seeking applications for committee membership.  No one expressed an interested in 
applying for nomination to the committee. 

 
5. The VFW has submitted a letter to the Borough stating that the group is disbanding 

in July.  The Borough has ownership of the building which is in the flood plain and 
has flooded.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that a time should be arranged when the council 
can go down to view the building as a group.   

 
6. Mr. Ditton noted that council received a notice from Resilite Sports Products, Inc. 

of their application for a change in their permit.  [Note:  The application to DEP is 
for a “minor modification to the Title V operating permit for the Northumberland, 
PA facility.  Specifically the permit will be modified to include a facility-wide limit 
for hazardous air pollutant (HAP) emissions from the facility.”] 

 
7. Mr. Ditton feels that the Borough should submit the DCNR application for funding 

for Second Street, the ballfield, or anything else that is going on.  It was explained 
that the Borough is currently working on a Joint Comprehensive Plan with Point 
Township and that once this is completed, funding from DCNR would be  

 
8. Mr. Ditton stated that King Street has become the “hot spot” to play.  He requested 

that signs be installed in the block of 4th and 5th streets on King Street warning 
motorists to watch for children at play.  Mr. Ditton made a motion to have signs 
installed for the safety of the children.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote - Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye.  Mr. 
Rees voted nay.  Motion passed 4-1. 

 
9. Mr. Ditton asked about the status of the revised Rental Ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe 

would like to begin the process of amending the Borough’s rental ordinance to 
require that the code office inspects all rental properties on a yearly basis, or every 
two to three years, per the code office recommendation.  Mr. Wolfe made the 
motion.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
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10. Mr. Slodysko stated that he and Greg Carl are going to an auction for water park 
equipment.  They would like to have $4000 available to use to purchase pool 
supplies such as a slide or new pumps.  A motion to provide the $4000 was made 
by Mr. Ditton.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion. Roll call vote - All ayes.  

 
11. Greg Carl would like to have directional signs for the pool installed by PennDOT.  

Photographs of signs for the ASA Softball Hall of Fame in Sunbury were 
displayed.  The cost is approximately $600 each which would be paid from the 
pool’s advertising budget.  Mrs. Groninger moved to purchase signs for Liberty 
Splashland to be erected near Duke and Second Streets and Front and Prince 
Streets.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
12. Mr. Wolfe stated that he does not know what the past practice was, but he feels it is 

a shame that U.S. Representative Christopher Carney will have office hours for a 
total of just two hours per month for the entire central Susquehanna Valley.  
According to a correspondence from Rep. Carney, his office hours are at the 
Sunbury City Hall from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Janice Bowman  
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
April 17, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation.   
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; 
Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Frank 
Wetzel was absent. 
 
The six visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Joel Wiest requested an update on the status of the vent at the Sunrise Deli.  Mr. Ruane 
replied that he and Attorney Shoch visited the restaurant last Monday and requested that 
the owner obtain an estimate to replace the vent.  The estimate has not yet been received.  
Mr. Wiest asked whether there is an occupancy permit for the Sunrise Deli.  Mr. Ruane 
responded that one had not been issued.  Mr. Wiest stated that it is not legal for a business 
to operate in the state of Pennsylvania without an occupancy permit.  Mrs. Groninger 
stated that the Code Officer and Solicitor were both on the roof and the relocation of the 
vent is moving forward.  She asked if the occupancy permit is going to be an issue so the 
council can expedite it.  Mr. Wiest replied that it is an issue.  Mr. Wolfe asked if a Health 
Permit was issued and Mr. Ruane responded that one was issued.  An Occupancy Permit 
was not in question before.  The solicitor will be consulted.   
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the second meeting of the month is normally a work session and 
the solicitor is not present.  Because there are some issues that require a vote this evening, 
the meeting was advertised as a regular council meeting.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane provided the Code Office report for the month of March.  He stated that 
Code Enforcement attended two council meetings and two miscellaneous meetings, issued 
three permits for $2,234.00, responded to five complaints, and traveled 75 miles in the 
code car.  Five street cuts permits were issued for $1,900.00 plus a $75.00 backfilling fee 
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and three rental inspections were done for $150.00. Mr. Ruane also noted that to date, 
thirty plus abandoned vehicles have been removed from the Borough. 
 
Street Supervisor's Report 
The department is working on various projects.   
 
Mr. Tom Slodysko stated that the 2004 truck has been repaired.  An internal spring in the 
transmission broke and sent metal through the rest of the transmission.  The warranty had 
run out; but Ford has an extended warranty which will cover some of the expense in 
repairing the truck. 
 
Mr. Slodysko informed the ballfield volunteers that anything the crew did at the park was 
part of the Pineknotter Park budget.  
 
Emergency Services Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt reported that the Board has devised an apparatus replacement 
schedule.  The plan is to purchase a pumper truck in 2013, a rescue truck in 2017, and a 
ladder truck in 2023.  
 
Committee Reports 

Finance 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee will meet this Thursday and   review 
the budget numbers. 

 
A motion to approve the 2006 Audit was made by Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Straub seconded    
the motion.  The motion was tabled by Mr. Wolfe due to questions on some of the 
items in the audit report.  Patricia Young, the auditor, will be asked to attend the 
Finance Committee meeting. 

      
     Personnel - No report. 
      
     Property 
     The committee will meet next Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 
      
     Public Safety 
     The committee will meet next Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

Mr. Rees commented on the location of the Children Safety signs.  He said there are 
two signs within fifty feet of each other on Woodrow and Madison.  Mr. Wolfe replied 
that once a sign is installed, it is there forever.  He suggested that the Street Committee 
review the signs in the Borough to determine which signs are still needed. 

      
      Recreation 
      2nd Street Playground 

Mrs. Long reported that over $92,000 has been received for the playground.  She    
displayed a brick that will be offered for contributions of $100.  The donor may have 
something engraved on the brick.  The bricks will be exhibited at the Second Street 
Playground.  More information will be available in the newsletter.   
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Mrs. Long requested approval to place an order with Playworld for the structures on 
the prints, excluding the picnic tables and trash receptacles, and to order the surfacing 
tiles.  These items will cost about $78,000.00 and will be covered by the donations.  
The regulation-sized basketball court is being donated by Bob Long of W. & L. 
Subaru.  It will be installed at the rear of the lot where the old playground equipment 
was located.  She also explained that the playground will be positioned at the corner of 
Second Street and Sheetz Avenue where the old basketball court was and will be L-
shaped.  Saturday, June 16th, will be the community build day.   Tom and the borough 
crew will prepare the surface ahead of time.  Mrs. Long moved to approve the 
playground plans.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.    

 
Mrs. Long learned that seedlings are available through the Forestry Program.  Mrs. 
Groninger suggested that if the Borough obtained seedlings, they could be planted at 
the recycling building and replanted around the borough at a later date.  Mayor Brosius 
commented that one of the trees that were planted near Pineknotter Park has died and 
that since it is not a year old, the landscaper should be contacted.    

       
      Streets 

Mr. Straub stated that the committee is looking at new materials from two sources for 
repairing the downtown crosswalks.   

       
The price quote for the curbing scheduled as part of this year’s street construction has 
not yet been received. 

 
      Second Street  

The Asbestos Abatement will begin on April 24th and be completed around May 9th. 
             
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe thanked everyone for contributing articles to the Spring Newsletter.  It is 
twenty pages long and was fully paid for by advertisements.  Mr. Ditton noted an 
error in the Recycling article which stated that recyclables may be dropped off at 
any time.  They may only be dropped off when the center is opened, Wednesday 
evenings and Saturday mornings. 
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the March 20, 2007 minutes.  Mrs. Long seconded 

the motion.  Discussion.  Corrections to the minutes were suggested.  Mr. Rees 
stated that his comment on the stormwater issue at the Sunrise Deli was that when 
the building was a school, there had not been any flooding there in the past five 
years.  Mr. Wolfe and Mrs. Long amended their motion and second to include this 
addition.  Another correction was to the motion about a sixty day cooling off 
period.  The motion did not include the comment that the Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the payment of bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the 

motion.  Mrs. Bowman stated there is another bill to add in the amount of $150.00 
for membership to the Central Susquehanna COG.  Council discussed bills relating 
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to the backhoe control handle; the brackets on bleachers were custom-made; and 
split on cell phone bill being for the Mayor and Code Officer.  Roll call vote to pay 
the bills - All ayes. 

  
Mr. Wolfe made note of an email that he received from Chuck Donnechy.  Mr. 
Donnechy’s father is George Donnechy whose comments about “What Is a Pineknotter?” 
are on the Borough’s website.  Mr. Donnechy said that he, too, was a graduate of 
Northumberland High School and a Pineknotter. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn at 7:55p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
 
 
 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
May 1, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
  
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Darvin Straub, 
Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Richard Shoch, 
Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council 
members Noelle Long and Jonathan Rees were absent.   
 
The twelve visitors introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

• Mr. Len Zboray, President of the Riverview Cemetery Board, introduced himself 
and his wife, Dee, the secretary/ treasurer of the board.  He requested that the 
council wave the $500 excavation fee for opening the street to install a new 
waterline at the cemetery.  The opening will be on Seventh Street, near Hanover 
Street.  The water company will restore the street. 

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to wave the $500 fee for the Riverview Cemetery, adding the 
stipulation that the street be restored by the water company.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Groninger noted that the members of the Riverview Cemetery Board 
volunteer their services.  She added that the improvement to the cemetery in recent 
years is evident and that she appreciates their work.   
 

• Ms. Tamara Runyan, a resident of Second Street, voiced a complaint about a 
dumpster that has been on the street for several weeks.  Mr. Ruane informed her 
that he has spoken to the property owner and that the dumpster should be removed 
next week.  The property owner has obtained a dumpster permit.  Ms. Runyan 
added that the backyard of this residence contains two burn barrels, broken cement, 
and piles of rubbish.  Ms. Runyan stated that two years ago, the same resident had a 
dumpster sitting on the street for weeks with garbage in it.  It was removed just 
before Pineknotter Days and Ms. Runyan and other neighbors cleaned the street 



before the Craft Show because liquids from the garbage had leaked out of the 
dumpster.  Attorney Shoch advised that obtaining a dumpster permit does not 
permit the resident to maintain a nuisance.  He added that the resident may be cited 
under the nuisance ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe stated that burn barrels must be removed 
as well.  Mr. Ruane stated that he would contact the property owner on Thursday.  
Mr. Wolfe added that if the dumpster is not removed by next Thursday, Ms. 
Runyan should contact the Borough office.   

 
• Mr. Joel Wiest, attorney for Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Young, addressed the council 

about the problem with the location of fan at the Sunrise Deli.  He questioned if this 
problem could come under the nuisance ordinance, due to the odor emanating from 
the deli.  Mr. Wiest also informed the council that the Young’s do not blame the 
Borough for the problem.  In fact, they believe the Borough has been hoodwinked 
because they don’t believe the owners of the restaurant informed the code officer of 
the extent of the renovations that were going to take place.  In addition, it’s been 
stated by the owners of the deli that they did not know about the regulations, but 
Mrs. Young has evidence to the contrary.  The Young’s do not wish to cause 
anyone trouble and are trying to avoid contacting Labor and Industry to question 
permit requirements because a complaint must be made against a Borough official, 
not the restaurant.  Mr. Wiest added that the issue is a health issue; grease can be 
seen on the window next to the fan and the odor is a problem.  Mr. Shoch explained 
that Mr. Ruane has requested that the owners supply plans to submit to Tom Sauers 
of the Central Keystone COG in order to obtain an Occupancy Permit.  Part of this 
process will require that the fan be moved.  Mr. Shoch had tried to contact the 
owner today and will call again tomorrow.  Mr. Wiest asked if the council could 
commit to a date for a deadline of when the fan must be moved or the restaurant 
would be closed down.  Mr. Wolfe asked why the business could be opened 
without an occupancy permit.  Mr. Shoch replied that had a permit been required, it 
would have been obtained.  In order to correct the issue, the plans have been 
requested for Mr. Sauers of the COG to approve.  Mr. Wetzel questioned how long 
the owners have to produce drawings.  Mr. Shoch replied that moving the fan is a 
separate issue from obtaining the plans and that the council could set a deadline for 
the fan to be moved.  He added that the occupancy permit issue is for the 
Department of Labor and Industry to address; but an occupancy permit would not 
be issued until the fan is moved and all requirements are met.  Mr. Wiest requested 
that he be permitted to speak to the council in an Executive Session due to possible 
litigation.  Mr. Shoch agreed to the request.  Mrs. Young asked who would be 
required to pay for the fan.  Mr. Shoch replied that the owners of the restaurant feel 
that the Borough should pay for the fan to be moved since they were not required to 
obtain a permit.  Mrs. Young replied that the owners of the restaurant did know that 
the fan should not be placed that close to the adjacent property before the fan was 
installed.  Mr. Young added that he spoke to the contractor who told him that he 
told them that the fan should not be placed in that location and the owner of the deli 
replied that he could place it where he wanted.  Mr. Shoch stated that the Borough 
has told them that the fan must be moved; a request for compensation from the 
Borough would be their decision. 

 



Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would go into an Executive Session at 7:25 to 
discuss this issue due to possible litigation and to discuss personnel issues.  Mr. Wiest was 
invited to discuss the issue with council in the Executive Session. 
 
Council member Noelle Long arrived during the Executive Session at 7:26 p.m. 
 
The council meeting was reconvened at 7:46 p.m.   
 
Mr. Wolfe requested a motion that the owners of the Sunrise Deli provide evidence of a 
signed contract with a contractor to move the exhaust fan by noon on May 14th, and that 
the fan be moved by May 25, 2007.  Mr. Ditton so moved; Mr. Wetzel seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton 
voted aye.  The motion was passed by a vote of 5-0.  Mrs. Groninger was absent for the 
vote.  She returned at 7:50 p.m.  
 
Mayor’s Report 

• Mayor Brosius read the following letter of commendation: 
 

“Dear Chief Fink, 
I commend you and the entire Northumberland Police Department for all the hard work 
in the investigation of the murder of little Marlee Rose Reed that took place on 
December 7, 2004 in Northumberland.  All of you working as a team provided 
excellent police work and your assistance in court helped in the prosecution and 
conviction of this murderer. 
Again I express my sincere appreciation to all involved.” 

 
Chief Fink introduced Officer Edward Cope and recognized his efforts in investigating 
the case.  Officer Cope stated that the jury went into deliberations at 5:00 p.m. and 
came back at 6:30 with a vote for the death penalty.  Mayor Brosius thanked Officer 
Cope for his and the department’s work on the case. 

 
• Mayor Brosius stated that the police department held a successful DUI Check Point 

on April 28, 2007.  The state will reimburse the Borough for the officers’ pay for 
their time to conduct the check point.  Chief Fink reported that 4 DUI arrests were 
made in addition to 11 traffic citations and one non-traffic citation.   

 
• The National Day of Prayer Proclamation by President Bush has been established 

for Thursday, May 3, 2007.  A time is set aside each first Thursday in May to pray 
for our nation and leaders.  The Northumberland/ Point Township Ministerium is 
sponsoring the event at noon in front of the Borough Building. 

 
• History Day will be on May 12, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the King 

Street Park.  Dave Ramsey and Mike McWilliams are the co-chairmen. 
 

• Mayor Brosius sent letters of appreciation to volunteers from the United Way Days 
of Caring, employees of the Northumberland Conservation District, who painted 



the Santa House and to Susquehanna students who helped weed along the Route 11 
underpass. 

 
Street Supervisor's Report 

• Tom Slodysko reported a problem with the water line in the pit outside the VFW 
building.  This is where they test the backflow device each year.  By replacing the 
bad valve with a standard double-check flow valve, the test will no longer be 
required.  Mr. Slodysko requested that the bill for the test not be paid until he 
speaks to the company.   

 
• A tar buggy was demonstrated last week.  Several council members were present to 

view the test. 
 

• The asbestos abatement at the Second Street School should be completed by next 
week.  Mr. Slodysko reported that two men from Sargent Enterprises, Inc. are 
working in the building to remove the asbestos. 

 
• Mr. Slodysko and Greg Carl are working at the pool to repair the pool floor.  He 

requested permission to use the borough truck on Friday to pick up a 40,000 psi 
pressure washer to use to remove the coating on the pool floor.   

 
Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the use of the borough truck as requested.  Mr. 
Wolfe seconded the motion.  The machine rents for $1,200 a day and they expect to 
complete the work on Saturday and return the machine on Monday.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that she felt the Borough should be paying Mr. Slodysko for work 
at the pool, and added that the issue would be discussed at a Personnel meeting.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

• Mr. Slodysko informed council that there is a storm drain sinkage on Front Street at 
Prince Street.  Mr. Slodysko will work with Mr. Ruane and PennDOT to determine 
what must be done.  Ms. Lark stated that the work that PennDOT scheduled for this 
summer in the area where the oil spill had occurred years ago is being delayed.  Mr. 
Slodysko stated that he would work with Mr. Ruane and PennDOT to check under 
the street to determine the cause of the problem. 

 
The Sewer Authority Report 
Cindy Lark reported that she has provided Mr. Shoch with a proposed ordinance for his 
review.  Mr. Shoch asked if this is the final draft.  Ms. Lark replied that she would check 
with their solicitor, but believes it is.  Mr. Shoch plans to review the ordinance to present 
to council at the next regular council meeting.   
  
Emergency Services Report 
Judyann Schmidt informed the council that the Board met on Monday night to review the 
spreadsheet that Jonathan Rees prepared for them.  Mr. Rees has provided instructions so 
Ms. Schmidt can continue to update the spreadsheet for the Board. 
 



The Fire Protection Evaluation conducted by the Department of Community and Economic 
Development was received today.  The Emergency Services Board has not reviewed it yet.   
 
Committee Reports 
    Finance 

• Mr. Wolfe reported that the Finance Committee met with Pat Young, the Borough 
Auditor to review the 2006 Audit.  Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the revised 2006 
Audit.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, 
Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay. 
Motion passed 5-1. 

• Mr. Wolfe explained that based on the Finance meeting, the projected balance at 
the end of December 2006 had been $5,000.  It was actually over $50,000.  The 
committee is recommending that $48,714 be transferred to the General 
Contingency Account.  Mrs. Groninger moved to transfer $48,714 from the 
General Fund to the General Contingency Fund.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• The committee also reviewed other accounts and recommends closing the HAZ-
MAT and Building Fund bank accounts and transferring the money to the General 
Contingency Fund.  Mr. Ditton and Mr. Wetzel moved and seconded closing these 
two accounts and transferring the funds to General Contingency.  The amounts to 
be transferred, as of March 31, are $3,861.78 from HAZ-MAT and $405 from the 
Building Fund.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee would meet again in July, unless 
something comes up before then. 
 

     Personnel  
Mr. Wolfe reported that three current (at the time of filing) and two former 
employees had filed claims with the Borough’s insurance carrier for asbestos 
exposure.  The company determined that the employees should be tested.  The 
Borough just received word that Todd Snyder’s claim was denied.  This was the 
final result from the claims.  All claims were either denied or withdrawn.   
 

     Property 
Mr. Wetzel reported that the committee received a request from the 
Northumberland Fire Police for permission to use the former VFW building on 
Water Street for meetings.  They would also like to erect some sort of shelter for 
their vehicle.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the Property Committee has determined what the 
overall use of the building would be.  Mr. Wetzel explained that the Property 
Committee is in favor of permitting the Fire Police to use the building.  Mayor 
Brosius added that the Fire Police would like to store their equipment there; adding 
that in the event of a flood, the equipment would be removed from the building for 
use.  Mrs. Groninger asked who would be responsible to maintain the building.  
Mr. Wetzel replied that the committee discussed the cost of utilities, suggesting that 
if the bills are higher than in the past that the Fire Police contribute toward them.  
Mayor Brosius stated that the police department could have utilized the building 
during the check point the other week.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he has no problem 



with the Fire Police using the building; however, he feels it would be beneficial if 
other interest groups would be allowed to use it.  Mrs. Long stated that the 
Recreation Committee used it last year during Halloween.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
the Fire Police have money from their Fund Drive.  Mr. Wetzel thought that they 
raised around $3,000.  Mrs. Long asked if anyone had spoken to Herb Gottshall 
since the Property Committee meeting.  Since no one had, Mrs. Long suggested 
that the topic be tabled until the committee could speak with Mr. Gottshall.  Mr. 
Wolfe tabled the issue. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that the committee is recommending that the bathrooms in 
the Borough Building be designated as one for the women and one for men.  
Mr. Shoch advised that the council need not vote on the issue. 
 
Mr. Wetzel noted that the committee discussed the handicapped ramp at the Girl 
Scout Little House.  The Borough Office provided information to the troop leader 
on portable handicapped ramps.  The ramp could be stored in the closet on the back 
porch.  Mayor Brosius noted that a modern wheel chair can fit through the back 
door.  Mr. Straub commented on the fact that this is a polling place.  Mayor Brosius 
stated that the voter may vote at one of the other polls in the Borough that are 
handicapped accessible.   
 

     Public Safety 
Mr. Wetzel reported that the committee discussed requirements for house numbers.  
Mr. Ruane asked if homeowners would be contacted if they have no house numbers 
visible from the street.  Mayor Brosius suggested that the police intern could help 
with this task. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if Mr. Wetzel would contact the Shade Tree Commission about 
recommendations for trees that could be planted in the curb space.   
 

     Recreation 
Mrs. Long announced that the playground equipment has been ordered for the 
Second Street Playground at a total cost of $72,035 for the equipment, surfacing, 
and a supervisor for the volunteers.  The construction date is set for June 16; with a 
rain date of June 23.  Bricks are available for purchase at a minimum $100 
donation.  Ms. Long stated that the bricks would be placed around town at various 
businesses.  Mr. Wolfe added that donations are being accepted online at 
www.northumberlandborough.com.   
 
Mrs. Long requested council's approval to purchase a tent.  She explained that the 
budget includes $1,000 for special events.  She would like to use this money to 
purchase a 20 x 30 foot tent to be used for special events throughout the year.  Mr. 
Joe Epler has offered to cover the additional cost of the tent, up to $1,000.  Mr. 
Shoch advised that a motion is not required since it is a budget item. 
 



Mr. Straub moved to continue to use Wolfe Associates as the architects at the 
Second Street building.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All 
ayes. 
 

     Streets 
 Mrs. Groninger moved to accept the Curbing Proposal from Lytle's Concrete at a 
cost of $2,950.  This includes removal and disposal of the curbing on Queen Street 
at Second Street at two driveways at 315 King Street.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Ditton questioned why the curbing was to be replaced on King Street.  
Mr. Ruane explained that when the street was paved, the slope created a water 
runoff problem at the driveways.  The Borough will purchase the concrete to save 
on the sales tax.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 

     Second Street  
Mr. Wolfe read the proposed unit costs from the Volz Air Monitoring & Inspection 
Services Proposal.  Industrial Hygiene Technician (up to 8 hours per day) $35.00 
per hour and $40 per hour overtime (over 8 hours per day); Project Manager is $65 
per hour; an Analysis of the Air Sample is $15 per sample; and mileage is $.45 per 
mile.  Direct reimbursement of expenses is the cost plus 10%.   Mr. Straub 
explained that by having the air testing and inspection done, the public could be 
assured that all asbestos has been removed from the building and they are totally 
safe.  Mr. Wolfe moved to contract with Volz Services at a cost of up to $2,000.  
Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
  

Old Business 
1. Mr. Shoch provided the council with a copy of the Residential Rental Tax 

ordinance draft.  The second component is a separate ordinance that defines the 
residential rental inspections and fines that he will complete for the council work 
session.  This ordinance would replace the current rental-landlord ordinance by 
addressing inspections.  Mr. Shoch stated that since the Residential Rental Tax 
ordinance is being enacted under the Local Tax Enabling Act, which allows the 
Borough to tax lease arrangements for residential leases with in the Borough.  It 
must be advertised three times and would become in effect for 2008.  Mr. Shoch 
tailored the ordinances for the Borough from ordinances that are in effect in 
Millersville.   

  
2. Mr. Wolfe conducted the bid opening for the sale of the Bandit Chipper.  The 

Borough received two bids.  The first is from Point Township in the amount of 
$7,000.  The second bid, from the Hazleton Equipment Company, was for $6,791.  
Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the bid of $7,000 from Point Township.  Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe noted that the Code Enforcement has identified four properties in the 

Borough that are deemed uninhabitable.  One is the former Abrana Marie's on 
Queen Street; one is the property at 387-389 Priestley Avenue; the third is at 352 
Fifth Street and the fourth is on Priestley Avenue.  Mr. Wolfe asked what action 
may be taken on abandoned properties.  Mr. Shoch advised that the Borough may 



bring action against the owner.  He will explore the actions available to 
municipalities.  He also noted that if the buildings aren’t boarded up, the Code 
Office may cite the owners.  He added that every day is a violation under the 
Borough’s nuisance ordinance. 

 
4. The Borough has received a correspondence from the Pennsylvania American 

Water Company concerning a rate increase.   Mrs. Groninger asked if any 
information has been received about the construction of a water tower in Point 
Township.  The company had informed the council several years ago that once the 
new tower was constructed, the problem of lack of water pressure in the Borough 
during power outages would be resolved.  No new information has been received.  
Mr. Wetzel stated that a generator has been located at the Prince Street water tower 
since February as agreed upon in 2006.   

 
5. Several ordinances are pending.  They are the truck parking ordinance and the 

streets where truck traffic is permitted.   
 

6. Mr. Ruane informed council that letters have been sent to property owners who 
have not complied with the sidewalk ordinance.  They have thirty days to install or 
repair their sidewalks or a citation will be issued. 

  
New Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, to approve payment of the 
bills.  Mr. Slodysko requested that the bill for the backflow preventor testing from 
Penn Fire Protection, Inc. not be paid at this time.  The motion was amended to 
exclude payment of this bill.  Roll call vote to pay the bills was unanimously 
approved.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $37,700.34 and Liberty 
Splashland bills total $68.12. 

 
2. The Red Cross requested the use of Liberty Splashland for swimming classes.  Mrs. 

Long moved to approve the request.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  The fee 
will remain the same as last year at $600.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe announced that the council work session would be held on Monday, 

May 14th at 7:00 p.m. instead of Tuesday due to the primary election. 
 

4. History Day is planned for May 12 in the King Street Park.  Representatives of the 
History Day Committee will be on WKOK’s Round Table on May 6th. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman  
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
June 5, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 
Richard Shoch, solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Thomas Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  Councilman Frank Wetzel was absent. 
 
Eight members of the public introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 

• Ms. Judyann Schmidt voiced a complaint about the trenches on Third Street.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that the company would be back to top the street cuts. 

 
• Mr. Andrew Dalto, a resident at Seventh and Orange Streets, said that he received a 

notice about installing sidewalks on his second lot, next to his residence.  He 
explained that he has had financial difficulties and cannot install sidewalks at this 
time.  He hopes to begin installing the sidewalks this summer.  He stated that the 
Borough property on Orange Street at Jolly Hollow has no sidewalks and he feels 
that other sidewalks in the Borough are in worse condition than his.  He requested 
additional time to install his sidewalks. 

 
• Mr. Joel Wiest, attorney for Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Young, asked what is being 

done at the property next to the Young’s.  Mr. Ruane explained that the contractor 
is fabricating the pipe and that it will be installed as soon as possible.  Mr. Wiest 
asked if the Borough will take action since the deadline of May 25th was not met.  
Mr. Shoch explained that when the deadline was set, the council did not know what 
was involved in resolving the problem.  Mr. Shoch explained that the process to 
have the restaurant closed by Labor and Industry would take longer than the repairs 
by the contractor.  Mr. Shoch has spoken to the engineer and has learned that the 
other plans are 90% complete.  Mr. Wiest stated that he thinks the Borough could 
begin an injunction tomorrow.  Mr. Ronnie Eckles stated that he did not receive the 
notification from the Borough until May 15th.  Mr. Shoch stated that he spoke with 
Mr. Eckles on May 2nd and informed him of the council’s requirements.  Mrs. 
Young asked if the vent had been inspected by the Health Officer.  Mr. Ruane 
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stated that the Health Officer inspects the kitchen.  Mrs. Young replied that she 
gave Mr. Wolfe information from a state inspector stating that a health inspection 
includes inspection of the vent.  Mr. Eckles stated that the vent would be completed 
next week.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he would like to discuss the 
issue in Executive Session.    

 
Executive Session 

The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:21 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened 
at 8:00 p.m.  Legal issues and personnel issues were discussed. 
 
Actions taken as a result of the Executive Session: 

1. Mr. Straub moved and Mr. Ditton seconded the motion to initiate a complaint with 
Labor and Industry against the Sunrise Deli.  If the vent work is completed within 
thirty days, the complaint could be pulled.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, 
Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  
Motion passed 5-1.  Mr. Shoch and Mr. Ruane are to contact the COG to file the 
complaint. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to offer the part-time office position to the person whose 

name was discussed in the Executive Session at a wage that complies within the 
parameters of the Borough’s budget.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  The individual was not identified, pending acceptance of the offer. 

 
Mayor’s Report 

• The police will be taking First Aid classes.  Mayor Brosius said that the evening 
classes would be opened for any other Borough employee who would be interested. 

 
• Council was provided with the police report for May. 

 
• Mayor Brosius thanked the volunteers who worked on History Day; the Second 

Street Yard Sale and Chinese Auction; the veterans and veteran groups who 
organized the Memorial Day Parade; the Riverview Cemetery Board for the new 
archway at the cemetery and the dedication ceremony on Memorial Day; and the 
Susquehanna students who worked at the underpass.  She also thanked those who 
donated items for the various events.  Mayor Brosius received a letter from 
Susquehanna University concerning another volunteer day on August 25th.  She 
requested that council members consider how the volunteers could be utilized. 

 
• “Seasoned Sounds” will be performing in the King Street Park gazebo on June 13th 

at 7:00 p.m.  The event is sponsored by the Kiwanis Club.  In case of rain, the 
venue will be changed to the Second Street gymnasium. 

 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko informed the council that three college students are working with the crew 
through the PHEAA summer work program.   
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Mr. Slodysko is coordinating the opening of the restrooms at the VFW building.  An 
inspection of the “pit” is scheduled.  The schedule for the pavilion rentals will be placed at 
the pavilion.   
 
The lock on the gate at the Recycling Center was cut.  Mrs. Groninger asked if anything 
was missing.  Mr. Slodysko replied that the door of the police trailer was removed. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that DEP has approved the Sewer Authority’s corrective action plan to 
address the Inflow and Infiltration issue.  DEP has given permission to the Sewer 
Authority to issue five connections, with more to be issued as progress is made to the 
system.  The schedule is to release five more connections in July and August, with more to 
be released when the Point Township Sewer Authority completes its diagnostic work in 
July.  Ms. Lark stated that the Queen Street pump station must be upgraded due to the 
potential growth in Point Township.  As part of the agreement, whatever percentage of 
flow the municipalities put into the plant, their share of the cost is based upon this 
percentage.  Point Township’s cost for the sewer is based on the flow coming into the 
Borough.  Mayor Brosius asked if the Point Township residents are paying the same 
amount as Borough residents.  Ms. Lark replied that they pay more because they are also 
paying for the township’s sewer system.  In order to pay for the upgrade to the sewer plant, 
some money has been put aside.  The Sewer Authority is also seeking funds through 
Representative Phillips.   
 
Ms. Lark has provided the council with a draft of an ordinance that would permit the 
Sewer Authority to conduct a door to door survey in order to get downspouts and sump 
pumps out of the system.  It also requires a Certificate of Compliance to sell a property.  
Mr. Ditton stated that he is not in favor of the ordinance as written.  Mrs. Groninger added 
that she would like for the council and the Northumberland Sewer Authority to schedule a 
joint meeting. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Ms. Judyann Schmidt stated that the Board is reviewing the current guidelines.  They will 
rewrite a section since the fire companies now have uniforms.   
 
The Fire Department will conduct a training session about hybrid cars.  She explained that 
they will be taught how to disconnect the wires in case of an emergency.  The police are 
invited to attend. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the Board has completed the revisions to ordinance for the Fire 
Department.  Ms. Schmidt stated that the Board plans to review the ordinance at their next 
meeting, before bringing it to council.  
  
Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the Committee would meet in August, September, 
October, and November to set the 2008 budget.  It would then be presented to the 
full council at the first December council meeting. 
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     Personnel – No report 
      
     Property 

Mr. Straub stated that the committee had discussed the VFW building and 
permitting the Fire Police to use the building.  Mr. Gottshall, captain of the Fire 
Police, had stated that the building could be used for other purposes, as well.  The 
Fire Police will use the funds that have been collected to power wash and paint the 
building and to install a carport to house their vehicle.      
 

     Public Safety 
      The committee did not meet last month. 
 

Mr. Wolfe requested that the council address concerns on the renter ordinance to 
the solicitor.  Mr. Shoch explained that the tax on rental units cannot be 
implemented until 2008; however, the ordinance addressing inspections can be 
adopted for the current year.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the ordinance regarding 
inspections be made available for the July council meeting.  Mayor Brosius asked if 
the Code Office inspects properties rented through HUD.  Mr. Ruane replied that 
he does not since HUD inspects the properties. 
 

     Recreation 
• 2nd Street Playground 
Ms. Long reported that the basketball court base layer and poles have been   
installed. 

 
The build dated for the playground equipment has been rescheduled for June 23, 
2007. 

 
The donations are currently at $95,600.  A cut-off dated for the brick orders has not 
been set yet.  It has been recommended that the committee wait until spring to 
install the brick wall.  All donations will be recognized in the newsletter and the 
Daily Item, not just those who purchase bricks. 

  
• Liberty Splashland 
Ms. Long commended Greg Carl and Tom Slodysko for the work that was done in 
order to have the pool ready to open today. 

 
• The Recreation committee will meet on June 27th. 

   
     Streets 

Mr. Straub moved to accept the bid of $107,990 from Eastern Industries for the 
paving.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  The bid was part of the bid prepared for 
the Central Susquehanna COG.  The contract includes an escalator clause in the 
event of an increase in the price of oil.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
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An ordinance is pending for no parking on a section of Elliott Drive and Jefferson 
Street.  A traffic study is being conducted.   
 
Mayor Brosius asked about the status of the ordinance that designates the routes for 
trucks in the Borough.  Mr. Shoch requested a draft of the ordinance and the result 
of the traffic study to review. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that the committee would not meet this month. 
 

     Second Street  
Mr. Straub announced that the committee would meet on June 26th.  Several 
members of the committee met with Gary Wolfe and Ken Bobb to tour the 
building.  They will provide recommendations for the council to review and vote 
on.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the during the budget process, the council consider 
establishing a project manager position, perhaps a one-year position, so someone 
can oversee the project on a day to day basis. 
 
Mrs. Long announced that the Second Street Community Yard Sale and Chinese 
Auction last Saturday was a success.  She heard positive comments about the 
building and plans for a community center.  Mayor Brosius thanked Noelle for her 
contribution as chairperson of the yard sale and Chinese Auction.       
 
Ms. Long stated that the committee would be manning the BINGO stand at 
Pineknotters’ Days. 
 

Old Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt Resolution B-2007.  This resolution approves a $1,500 

contribution to the Revitalizing River Towns Project.  Mrs. Long seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. The Borough Secretary attended the 2010 Census Local Update of Census 

Addresses Program at SEDA-COG.  Several options were discussed that 
municipalities may choose to use when conducting the census.  More information 
will be provided later this summer. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton asked when the docks would be delivered and installed.  Mr. Straub 

stated that the docks have been delivered, but additional work must be done at the 
point before that dock can be installed.  Mr. Wolfe noted that the dam will only be 
up until sometime in August. 

 
4. Mr. Ditton asked about the King Street Park gazebo.  Bob Welby, a local 

contractor, has looked at the gazebo and will meet with Mr. Slodysko to discuss the 
repairs.  

 
5. Mrs. Groninger asked if the VFW has removed all their belongings from the 

building.  Mr. Ruane stated that he believes they have done so. 
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New Business 
1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the 

motion.  An additional bill of $65 for Chief Fink’s officer training program was 
noted.  The motion and second were amended to include this bill.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  The accounts and bill totals are as follows: General Fund - $49,181.13; 
Liberty Splashland - $9582.50; Second Street Community Center Grant -$14,600; 
Shade Tree - $1,100; and Norry Playground Fund - $31,335.      

 
2. Mr. Rees moved to approve transferring $14,000 from the General Fund to Liberty 

Splashland account, per the budget.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

  
3. Mr. Straub moved and Mrs. Long seconded a motion to approve Pineknotters’ 

Days request for Borough employees’ assistance during the week-long event.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  

 
4. Mr. Wolfe requested that all articles for the newsletter be forwarded to the 

Borough Office by June 8th.  Mayor Brosius requested that a correction about the 
recycling drop-off policy be noted.  This newsletter will include Pineknotters’ 
Days, Lemonade Day, the Corn Festival and possibly the playground.   

 
5. Mrs. Groninger asked if the Borough receives a list of residents from the Income 

Tax Administration Office.  She was informed that the Borough currently does not 
receive such a list; however, if the Borough sends a written request for the list, the 
office is to comply, according to the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs.  
Mrs. Groninger added that the purpose of this request is to be able to confirm that 
the Borough is receiving the local income tax from all residents, especially those 
living close to the borders of Point Township.  Mrs. Groninger moved to send a 
letter to the Income Tax Administration Office requesting the list.  Mr. Rees 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would hold a regular meeting on June 19th.  The July 
meeting will be held on July 17th.   
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
June 19, 2007 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Frank Wetzel, Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith 
Groninger, Noelle Long, and Jonathan Rees.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member 
Darvin Straub was absent. Solicitor Richard Shoch arrived later in the meeting. 
 
Three visitors introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Mr. Ronnie Echols informed the council that the exhaust fan at the Sunrise Deli has been 
moved and is up to code.  He also stated that he chose the least expensive way to make the 
repairs.  The bill for the work totaled $4,102.  The Keystone COG now has the plans and will 
be conducting the inspections.  Mr. Echols stated that he will do whatever is required to bring 
the restaurant up to code.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Borough’s insurance company would be 
contacted regarding the bill for the repairs.   
 
Mrs. Echols invited everyone on council to visit the restaurant.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported that the Code Office sent out twenty-seven code violation letters.  He 
presented his report for May 2007.   
 
Mr. Ruane will contact Eastern Industries to learn when the street paving will begin.  He 
added that several sewer lids must be raised before the streets are paved.  Ms. Lark requested 
that he provide her with the locations. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Mrs. Cindy Lark asked if the council has any questions about the ordinance that the Sewer 
Authority is requesting council to adopt. 
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise the Sewer Ordinance in order to have a final discussion and 
vote at the July 17, 2007 council meeting.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion 
ensued.  Mr. Ditton stated that he is not in favor of the ordinance because it would mean that 
someone could enter his house at any time without prior notice.  Mrs. Lark stated that the 
ordinance was initiated so the Sewer Authority would have the right to enter a property 
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whenever it is transferred or sold to a new owner.  Mr. Ditton stated that Section 9, paragraph 
provides for the Northumberland Sewer Authority to have the right to enter a property without 
prior notice.  Mr. Ditton stated that he feels that the property owners should have the right to 
refuse entrance into their houses.   
 
Mrs. Groninger added that a compliance certificate is required under Section 6.  Mrs. 
Groninger also stated that she does not see what the advantage is to the Borough of 
Northumberland to have a joint sewer authority.  Mr. Gene Brosius, solicitor for the 
Northumberland Sewer Authority, stated that this ordinance does not address a joint authority.  
Mrs. Groninger noted that problems not only exist in Northumberland; Point Township also 
has problems.  Mr. Brosius replied that the Point Township Board of Supervisors has adopted 
this ordinance.  Mrs. Groninger asked how many residences have been inspected in Point 
Township to determine if storm water is being run into the sewer system.  Mrs. Groninger 
commented that since the Sewer Authority excavated on Queen Street, the stormwater does 
not flow properly into the storm drain at Fifth and Queen Streets.  Mrs. Groninger agreed with 
Mr. Ditton that an inspector should not have the right to enter a home at any time.  Mr. Ditton 
added that the property owner should have a right to refuse.  Ms. Lark replied that the 
ordinance only pertains to properties that are transferred to another owner as mentioned in a 
prior section of the ordinance.  Mr. Ditton stated that this section of the ordinance implies that 
all properties could be subject to inspections.  Mr. Rees recommended that the section in 
question be clarified as to who is affected by the ordinance. 
 
Ms. Lark stated that it is illegal to have a combined system per DEP and that the reason to 
enter properties is to check that the systems are separate.   By inspecting properties when they 
are sold, the new owners will be made aware of the ordinance and that storm water may not 
be run into the sanitary sewer system.   
 
Mr. Wolfe noted that the costs are not to be included in the ordinance; reference is to be made 
to the Borough’s Schedule of Fees and Penalties.  Mr. Wolfe withdrew the motion. 
  

Committee Reports 
     Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee would meet in July to review the current 
budget numbers.  [Note:  This meeting was later cancelled.] 

      
     Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger read the letter of resignation from Officer Michael Vognetz.  He has 
accepted a position with the Williamsport Police Department.  She moved to accept 
his resignation, with regret.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
 

 
     Property 
 No report 
  
     Public Safety 
 No report.  The committee will not meet in June. 
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     Recreation 
Ms. Long reported that work has begun on the playground.  The basketball court has 
been installed.  Mrs. Long commended Tom Slodysko and the Borough crew for the 
hard work they have done at the playground.  Mrs. Long stated that the build is 
planned for June 23, rain or shine.  The donations for the playground total $98,767. 
 
A basketball tournament is planned for August 18th and 19th.   
 
The large tent is on order and will be delivered shortly.  Mrs. Long requested 
permission to purchase several smaller tents for Recreation with funds budgeted for 
Special Events.  The tents will be used during the various events planned throughout 
the year.  Since the funding was budgeted, no vote was required.   

 
Councilman Darvin Straub arrived at 7:31 p.m. 
 
    Streets 

Mr. Straub stated that he and Tom Slodysko spoke about the slope of the bank at the 
intersection of Park and Sheetz Avenues behind the Second Street building.  It will be 
tapered and grass will be planted. 
 
A resident on Reagan Circle requested that curbing be installed at the corner of 
Madison Avenue and Reagan Circle to remedy the problem of stones washing across 
the street during heavy rains.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that larger stones be placed 
around the area to help contain the smaller stone. 
 

    Second Street  
 The committee will meet next week at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:45 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 
8:03 p.m. 
   
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would refer the Sunrise Deli issue to the Borough’s 
insurance carrier. 
 
A personnel issue had been discussed in Executive Session with regards to Officer Mark 
Cassel.  Based on that discussion, Mr. Wolfe moved to terminate the services of Mark Cassel 
as an Officer of the Borough of Northumberland.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Shoch explained that under Borough Code the Mayor has the ability to suspend an officer 
without pay up to the next Borough Council meeting.  That had been done last week.  At this 
point, the council then has the decision to uphold or negate the action under Section 46190 of 
the Borough Code.  The officer would be notified of the specifics of the charges brought 
against him and would have the right to appeal to the Civil Service Commission.  If either 
party wishes to appeal the decision of the Civil Service commission, the appeal would be 
made to the Court of Common Pleas.  Mr. Shoch stated that the motion should include 
sustaining the unpaid suspension.  Mr. Wolfe and Mrs. Groninger amended the motion and 
second to include sustaining the unpaid suspension.  Mr. Cassel had nothing to say to the 
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council at this time.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. 
Straub, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Wetzel abstained.  Motion passed 6-0-1. 
       
Old Business  

1. Mr. Ditton asked if the gazebo in King Street Park has been checked.  Bob Welby has 
examined the gazebo and will provide a recommendation. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of April 3, 2007.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he spoke with Mr. Mertz, a member of the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church.  The building may be for sale.  Mr. Mertz will contact the Borough 
once more information is available.  Roll call vote to approve the minutes:  Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Rees, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mrs. Long 
and Mr. Straub abstained because they were not present for the meeting.  Motion 
passed 5-0-2. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of April 17, 2007.  Mr. Straub seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and 
Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Wetzel abstained because he was not present for the 
meeting.  Motion passed 6-0-1. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes of the May 1, 2007 meeting.  Mrs. 

Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Rees and Mrs. Long abstained because 
they were not present for the meeting.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 

 
4. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 

motion.  Mr. Rees asked about the bill for a clock at the pool.  The bill is for a time 
clock.  Mrs. Groninger questioned the gas bill for the Girl Scout House.  The service is 
not turned off during the summer months because of the service charge to turn it off 
and on.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$49,116.13; Liberty Splashland bills total $9,582.50; Norry Playground bills total 
$31,335.00; Shade Tree bills total $1,100; and bills to be paid from the 2nd Street 
Grant Account total $14,600.00. 

 
1. Mr. Straub presented the 2007 Pineknotter Train car to Mr. Wolfe for the Borough.  

The Keystone Forge sponsored this year’s train car.   Mr. Straub announced that next 
year Tulpehocken Water Company would be the sponsor of the train car. 

 
2. Mr. Rees asked Mr. Ruane about the property at Second and Duke Streets.  Mr. 

Ruane explained that the property is owned by a mortgage company and that they 
have been contacted about the high grass and weeds. 

 
3. Mr. Wetzel asked about a broken pipe at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Ditton stated that the 

crew has repaired it. 
 
4. Mr. Ditton asked where the flag for Pineknotter Park ballfield was obtained last year.  

No one could answer where it had been obtained.  Mr. Rees suggested obtaining one 
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that had been flown at the State Capital.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the flag had been up 
all year and if there is a light for it.  Mr. Ditton replied that it had been up for the 
summer.   

 
5. Mayor Brosius asked if the Borough need a mercantile tax.  She noted the problems 

that existed at Mo Betta. 
 
6. Mayor Brosius asked if the Borough has an ordinance regulating satellite dishes.  

Currently there is none.  Mr. Straub said that Camp Hill’s ordinance requires that the 
dish is placed in the rear of the house.   

 
7. Mayor Brosius has been asked if the Borough would like any picnic tables from the 

Ponderosa.  Mr. Straub suggested that the Property Committee check out the tables.   
 
8. Mr. Wolfe announced that the council meeting on August 7, 2007 will be at Liberty 

Splashland.  The next council meeting will be July 17th at the Borough Building.   
 

Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
July 17, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order.  He requested that PennDOT 
present their information regarding the Route 11 bridge project and road detours. 
 
PENNDOT – Ben McBryan, Project Manager explained the scope of work to replace the 
deck joints on State Route 11 located in Northumberland and Union Township.  PennDOT 
has determined to use a northbound detour for this project.  The proposed detour is 3 7/8 
mile long will involve two 5-day periods.  The anticipated start date is September 9th.  The 
detours will run from 6 a.m. Sunday to 6 a.m. Friday, barring any delays.  Traffic 
northbound on Route 11 will be detoured to Route 51, over the Veterans Memorial Bridge 
to Route 147 north through Sunbury, returning to Route 11 North in Northumberland.  
Construction work will not be planned for the week of the Bloomsburg Fair.   
 
PennDOT will place a message sign on Route 11/15 northbound in advance of the 
Veterans Memorial Bridge informing motorists “US 11 Bridge Closed” and “Trucks to I-
80 use RT 15”.  Mr. Ditton suggested that the trucks going to the Industrial park be sent 
through Lewisburg.  PennDOT will contact Weis Markets and request that their trucks 
detour to Route 15 instead of coming through the Borough.   
 
Mayor Brosius noted that two large Christian schools are located in the Borough and Point 
Township.  Contact information was provided to PennDOT.  SUNCOM will also be 
contacted since they bus their employees to their facility on Route 11.   
 
PennDOT also plans to patch the concrete under the railroad bridge will the detour is in 
effect.  Mayor Brosius noted that the railings along the sidewalk at the underpass are not 
safe.  PennDOT stated that the maintenance responsibility for the railings at the underpass 
is the Borough’s.  They suggested that the Borough could repair the railings at the time of 
the detours.   
 
Cindy Lark noted that the Sewer Authority may need to respond to an emergency in the 
Borough and requested that their equipment be permitted to enter the Borough if 
necessary.  It was determined that in case of an emergency, the Borough police or crew 
would stop traffic at the intersection of Duke and Water Streets for the Sewer Authority’s 
vehicles to access the Borough.     
 
Mr. Straub asked when the light poles would be replaced on the bridge.  He requested that 
the Kiwanis Club be permitted to redo the ropes for the flags before the poles are installed.  
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One of the PennDOT employees stated that members of the Kiwanis Club have already 
contacted him and they are coordinating the work.  The light poles will probably be put 
back up on the bridge during the second phase of the construction.   
 
PennDOT will contact the borough once the construction dates are set. 
 
In addition, the council was informed that major repairs will be made on Route 147 from 
King Street to Duke Street and from Water Street to Route 405 in 2009. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced the start of the regular council meeting. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 
Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Tom Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Frank Wetzel was 
absent. 
  
The four visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich asked if the Borough has plans to repair asphalt that was damaged on 
Buchanan Avenue over the winter.  A large piece of curbing was torn up by the plow.  Mr. 
Slodysko will check on it.   
 
Mrs. Bogovich asked whose responsibility it is to remove the weeds from around the fire 
hydrants.  When asked for specific locations, she suggested that the Code Officers should 
walk around town and see the locations.   
 
Mr. Steve Whitman, a resident of 603 Queen Street, requested a handicapped parking 
space at his residence.  He was told to provide the council with a copy of his handicapped 
placard and a letter from his physician. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the police civil service test will take place on July 25. 
 
Mayor Brosius requested that two surveillance systems be purchased to aid the police 
department.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved and Mrs. Long seconded the motion to approve the purchase of two 
surveillance systems at a total cost of up to $2,500.  Discussion.  Mr. Wolfe will research 
the systems.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Patrolman Ed Hennessey attended a seminar for “A Child is Missing Alert”.  This program 
enables the police department to get information to other agencies quickly in case of a 
missing child.   
 
Herbert Gottshall III has resigned his positions as assistant to the EMA Director and with 
the Fire Police because he has moved from the area.   
 
Daniel Kline has been sworn in as a member of the Fire Police. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the volunteers who worked at Pineknotters’ Days and the Soapbox 
Race. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted her thanks to those who helped in the construction of the playground 
and those who donated materials and provided food and drink.   
 
Mayor Brosius extended her congratulations to Geraldine Mertz in being named 
“Pineknotter of the Year”. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Enforcement Office for the past 
month.  He stated that property owners who are cited for violating property maintenance 
codes are being given higher penalties by the District Justice. 
 
Paving is scheduled to begin the end of July.  Base repair and storm work is scheduled.  
Mr. Wolfe noted that the parking lot behind the Borough Building is in need of paving.  
Discussion took place about where the funding may come from to pave this area.  Mr. 
Ruane will obtain a cost estimate to have the lot paved.   
 
Mr. Shoch researched the process to obtain a judgment against a property owner who is not 
taking care of his property.  There is a process where the Borough may file a complaint 
against the property owner, obtain a judgment and then place a lien on the property.  The 
Borough could then execute the lien, take over ownership and sell the property.  Mr. Shoch 
will obtain an estimate of the costs to take this action.  Mr. Ruane stated that one 
“nuisance” property has been sold to a new owner who is remodeling.   
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Thomas Slodysko reported that the playground is in good shape.  They will be 
securing the area so the equipment cannot be played on until the padding is installed on the 
concrete. 
 
The pipe going to the bathrooms at the VFW building has broken.  One solution would be 
to re-plumb the building and install new toilets in the restrooms.   
 
The Sewer Authority has been filming the storm drains.  There are some issues with the 
custom-made boxes on Queen Street.  The pipes are generally good; except for the pipe on 
Wheatley Avenue between Priestley and Depot Avenues.   
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The crew will be painting curbs in the near future.  Mr. Slodysko noted that the weeds in 
the curb area are excessive.  It is the property owners’ responsibility to take care of this 
area between the curbing and the sidewalk. 
 
The street signs are on order.  The employees of the Keystone COG are going to make the 
signs when they are not conducting inspections. 
 
Mr. Straub asked why the drain at Wheatley and Depot Avenues appears to be six inches 
lower than the street.  Mr. Ruane explained that the bank is going to pave the intersection 
in each direction, correcting the dip.  The contractor has installed a new box.   
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark stated that the Sewer Authority has made the changes to the ordinance, as 
requested.   
 
Mr. Straub moved to advertise the ordinance.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion 
ensued.  Mr. Ditton stated that he does not agree with section 13 of the ordinance because 
it still authorizes the NSA to enter a private property.  Section 9 was changed.  Ms. Lark 
stated that the changes to Section 13 must have inadvertently been missed.  Mrs. Long 
removed her second.  Motion died due to a lack of a second.  It was noted that anywhere 
that there is an authorization to enter private property, the wording should be changed. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Eben Gibbs stated that the Board did not meet this month.  He added that he is also 
concerned about the weeds growing around the fire hydrants.  It was recommended that the 
Code Office send letters to the property owners to trim the weeds.  The crew can cut weeds 
when painting the curbing. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee would meet on August 16th at 6:30.  On   

September 20th the committee will meet with all departments to discuss 
departmental budgets.  [Note:  This date has since been changed to September 27 at 
6:30 p.m.  The October meeting will be on Wednesday, October 17th and the 
November meeting will be on Thursday, November 29th.]   In October the 
committee will discuss income.  The November Finance Committee meeting will 
be to finalize the 2008 budget for the council vote at the December 4th and 18th 
meetings. 

  
    Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger announced that Ann August began employment as a part-time 
office assistant on July 9th.      

     
   Property 

The Property and Second Street committees met.  Second Street was the only topic 
discussed.   

     
    



 5 

   Public Safety 
 There was no report because the committee did not meet in June.   
 
    Recreation 

Mrs. Long reported that the playground equipment is installed.  The Softiles are on 
order and delivery is anticipated for next week.  Each 24” x 24” tiles is 3 ¼ inches 
thick and weighs 29 pounds. 

  
The committee will meet next Wednesday, August 25th at 6:00 p.m.  Mrs. Long 
spoke to Lowe’s and has received approval for $1,200 that will probably be used 
for fencing.   
 
The current tally is $93,900 (not including the $7,500 coming from the Anselmo 
Trust in 2008); approximately $88,000 has been spent to date.  This total includes 
the equipment, surfacing, equipment rentals and site preparation.   
 
The vandalism at the playground has been taken care of with the graffiti wipes that 
came with the equipment.   

 
    Streets 

The discussion was on the street paving this summer and if there is any other 
paving that could be added to the contract.  Mrs. Groninger noted that the 
stormwater projects must be completed before the paving.   
 

    Second Street  
The preliminary plans for the renovation of the building were discussed.  
Recommendations include changes to the police department layout.  A ramp to the 
police department, located to the left of the building, will be wide enough for 3 
people.  A vestibule will be added at the entrance to the police department.  The 
final plan will presented to the council at the August 7th meeting.  
 
Mrs. Long asked if all municipal offices should be moved to the building.  Mr. 
Rees asked about renting the classroom space to an outside party.  Mrs. Long 
replied that if the municipal offices all moved to the Second Street building, this 
building could be rented.   
 
A cost estimate will be provided by the architect when the plans are finalized.    

 
Executive Session  
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m. to discuss personnel and litigation issues.  
The meeting was reconvened at 9:20 p.m.  No action was required. 
       
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise the Residential Rental Property Regulations 
Ordinance.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote:  
Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, and Mrs. Long voted aye.  Mrs. 
Groninger was not present for the vote.  She returned at 9:24 p.m. 

 



 6 

2. The question was asked about illegal fireworks in the borough and if anyone had 
been cited.  The response was that no tickets were issued; however warnings were 
given.  A complaint about noise created by motorcycles with no mufflers was also 
voiced. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe asked if a letter has been sent to the Tax Administration Office as 

requested at a prior meeting.  The letter had been sent and the office has received a 
listing of borough residents on the Shikellamy tax rolls to compare with our tax 
duplicate. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved to accept the minutes of June 5, 2007.  Mrs. Long seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  An additional 

bill for $1,500 plus expenses for the police agility test was included in the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $25,527.38; 
Liberty Splashland bills total $13,632.27; Norry Playground bills total $15,143.39; 
Park and Recreation Fund bills total $255.82; and bills to be paid from the Second 
Street Community Center Grant account total $1,500. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton moved to accept Herb Gottshall III’s resignation as Deputy EMA 

Coordinator, with regret.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Mr. Gottshall has 
resigned because he has moved from the area.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mr. Rees moved to accept the Progressive Insurance offer of $2,352.50 for the 

school crossing sign that was damaged by a motorist.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mrs. Long announced that Lemonade Day is scheduled for August 4th in the 200 

block of Front Street.  Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact her. 
 

6. A basketball tournament is slated for August 18th at the 2nd Street playground.  The 
plans for the event include the dedication of basketball court in Ed Pfeiffer’s 
memory.   

 
7. Mayor Brosius requested that the council approve installing new railing at the 

underpass.   
 

8. A complaint has been received about the condition of the property on Queen 
Street.  The Code Office and Solicitor are considering what action should be taken. 

 
9. The Borough Office and the Solicitor have received complaints about the tax 

collector’s new policy on accepting tax payments from escrow companies.  Mr. 
Shoch stated that he has talked to the Mahoning Township tax collector and has 
learned that that office charges additional fees for the extra work that is done for 
escrow agents.  Mr. Wolfe stated that as an elected official, the tax collector’s 
policies are not controlled by the Borough Council.   
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10. The Corn Festival Committee has requested that a portion of King Street be closed 

on Friday, August 10 and Saturday, August 11.  Kiddie rides are going to be set up 
in this area.  Mr. Rees moved to close King Street from Church Street to Second 
Street for the two days.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  Barricades will be set up at various intersections to divert traffic. 

 
11. Mr. Wolfe announced that the August 7th Council Meeting would be held at 

Liberty Splashland. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  



Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
August 7, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe. Others present were Mayor 
Brosius; Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary. 
 
The five visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Don Frye addressed a problem with noise at the 101.  He stated that there is loud 
music, profanity, loud cars and motorcycles.  Music sometimes begins at 6:00 p.m. and 
lasts until midnight.  He also stated that a property adjacent to his mother’s property has 
high grass and weeds.  The property at the corner of Queen and Front Streets is also an 
eyesore.  It is owned by Nancy Paige, a realtor.  With the 101 and Daddy McFatty’s in the 
downtown area, Mr. Frye has found beer bottles, etc. on his properties.  He feels that the 
police should be patrolling the area; residents should not have to call to complain.  He 
noted the progress and good things that are going on in the town:  King Street Park and the 
Second Street building.  Council discussed the fines and penalties for citations under the 
Borough code.  Mr. Ruane stated that when he cites a property owner repetitively, the  
District Justice increases the fines for citations. 
 
Second Street Community Center Design  
The design plan was presented for the council to review.  Ken Bobb, an architect with 
Wolfe Associates was present to answer any questions.  Mr. Slodysko has arranged for 
someone to remove the radiators and the boiler from the building.   
 
Questions that were asked at the Emergency Services Board meeting were if a sprinkler 
system is included and if a lock box could be installed at the building for the fire 
department.  The response was that no sprinkler system is planned for the building and a 
lock box may be installed. 
   
Mr. Rees moved to approve the plans for the Second Street building.  Mr. Wetzel seconded 
the motion.  The motion included opening the bids the week before the September 18th 
work session and changing the work session to a regular meeting so the bids could be 
awarded at that time.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, 
Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 
   
Executive Session 



The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss contract and 
litigation issues.  Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
 
One topic discussed in the Executive Session was the contract with the Teamsters Local 
Union No. 764.  Mr. Wolfe noted that the new contract will run for four years.  The salary 
increases are retroactive to 45 working days before the June 5th meeting and will run to 
December 31, 2010.  As part of the agreement, the Teamsters withdraw any and all 
grievances that were pending as of June 5, 2007.  The grievances include those against the 
volunteers and the working supervisor.  Mayor Brosius noted that the Borough has always 
had volunteers and we have never had grievances about them before. 
 
Mr. Rees moved to approve the contract; Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.    
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the July police report was prepared by Chief Fink. 
 
She noted that the unmarked police car was damaged.  An individual purposely hit it and 
drove it backward.  The officer was not in the vehicle at the time.  Mr. Straub stated that 
there could be drive train problems.  He recommended that the vehicle be inspected for any 
mechanical problems in addition to the body work. 
 
The traffic study for Sheetz Avenue has been completed.  The police department has 
suggested that whenever anyone petitions the council for a change in parking status or 
traffic operational improvements, the petitioner should show that there is general support 
for the change.  No action was taken. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Noelle Long and her crew for their work at Lemonade Day.  She 
thanked Tom Slodysko and the other volunteers for their work at the playground.  The 
Corn Festival will be held this Saturday in the King Street Park. 
  
Susquehanna students will be in the Borough on August 25th to volunteer their services.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane addressed the issues that Mr. Frye presented regarding a property on Duke 
Street.  He asked Mr. Shoch how to proceed.  Mr. Shoch will review the issue.  Mr. Ruane 
asked what to do about property owners that have dead trees in the borough right of way.  
Mr. Shoch replied that letters should be sent to the property owners and if they do not 
comply and cut down the trees, the Borough may remove the tree and bill the property 
owner.  Mr. Ruane stated that Ann Roll has contacted Nancy Paige regarding her 
apartment building on Front Street.  Ann August, the new office employee has been 
working on establishing a database of all the properties in the Borough to assist the code 
office in their work.  Mr. Ruane explained that it will help keep track of inspections, 
citations and any contact the code officers have with a property owner.  Mr. Straub thanked 
Mr. Ruane for having the three unlicensed cars removed from a property near the Kiwanis 
Building.   
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 



Mr. Tom Slodysko stated that the crew is currently painting the curbs at the intersections.  
The summer employees’ last day of work will be this Friday.  Mr. Slodysko has begun 
installing the LED lights in the traffic signals.  The installation should be completed by 
Friday.  Mr. Wolfe asked if the crosswalks will be painted.  Mr. Slodysko stated that he 
plans to paint them. 
 
Mr. Ditton asked when the street paving would be done.  Mr. Ruane replied that the paving 
should begin the end of August.  Mr. Ruane added that the storm work was completed on 
the hill section of the Borough.  Mr. Ruane has obtained a price to pave the Borough 
parking lot.  
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark asked if council has any questions regarding the proposed sewer 
ordinance.  Ms. Lark stated that DEP does not allow for storm water to be put in the sewer 
system.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise the ordinance.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger asked if Upper Augusta has adopted this ordinance.  Ms. Lark 
stated that they have not because they do not have inflow and infiltration (I & I) problems.  
Mrs. Groninger replied that she feels that all municipalities should adopt the same 
ordinance.  Ms. Lark stated that the sewer authority is able to monitor the inflow daily.  
Upper Augusta does not have problems after a storm.  Point Township and the Borough do 
have I & I after a storm.  It is illegal to pump storm water into the sewer system.  Ms. Lark 
stated this is part of the agreement Upper Augusta has with the Northumberland Sewer 
Authority.  When Upper Augusta installed the new lines on the Island, it was part of their 
bylaws and their agreement with their residents.  The Sewer Authority would penalize 
Upper Augusta Township if I & I would enter the sewer system.  The Upper Augusta 
Sewer Authority would then penalize their residents.  Ms. Lark also stated that there is a 
shutoff valve coming from the island.  If there should ever be a problem, the sewer 
authority could close the valve.   
 
It was explained that each municipality has their own authority to deal with their residents.  
The Northumberland Sewer Authority deals with the other two authorities, not the 
residents in those municipalities.   
 
Point Township is currently undergoing an extensive program to locate problems in their 
system.   
 
Mr. Rees stated that he is not in favor of the wording in Sections 9-14.  Mr. Shoch 
explained that the NSA must demonstrate probable cause to gain access to a property.  
Section 14 states that there must be immediate public health risk or danger.  Ms. Lark 
stated that when there is flooding, sewer can come out on the ground.  This would be an 
immediate danger. 
 
Roll call vote to advertise the ordinance:  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, 
Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1. 
  
Emergency Services Board Report 



Mr. Eben Gibbs stated that the Board appointed Josh Newbury as Fire Chief until 
December 31, 2008.  Jim Troup was appointed Deputy Chief. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee will meet Thursday, August 16th at 6:30 
p.m.  He asked Jack Snyder if he could attend that meeting.  Mr. Snyder agreed to 
attend.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the committee meet Thursday, September 27th, 
and Thursday, November 29th, instead of the 3rd Thursdays of those months.  Mr. 
Rees said that he would check his schedule before confirming those dates.  [Note:  
the committee members have since agreed to those dates in addition to Wednesday, 
October 17th for their meetings.]      

     
    Personnel  
 No report 
     
    Property 
 Mr. Rees stated that the committee met to review the Second Street plans. 
 

The Storage Building at 174 Prince Street is shifting.  The police and street 
department are currently moving the property that is stored there to other locations.   

 
The committee will meet on August 28 at 7:00 pm with the Second Street 
Committee. 

 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel stated that the committee would meet on August 28th at 6:30 p.m. to 
discuss the Prince Street building.  

 
    Recreation 

Ms. Long stated that the playground is progressing, thanks to Tom Slodysko and 
the volunteers. 
 
Ms. Long is requesting a price break from the company since the tiles were 
backordered.  She is sending pictures to the company of the tiles because of the 
various shades in the sand color.   
 
The Ed Pfeiffer Memorial Basketball Tournament is scheduled for August 18th and 
19th.     

  
Mr. Wolfe asked about the plans to complete the playground because of safety 
issues.  He noted that the work is being done as fast as possible with the help of the 
Borough crew and volunteers.   
 
Anyone willing to help at the playground should call the Borough Office.   
 

    Streets 
 Mr. Straub stated that paving is expected to begin in a few weeks.   



 He also noted that the new yellow lines painted on at the corners are 25 feet long.   
  
    Comprehensive Plan Committee 

The committee will be meeting on August 13th.  A public meeting for review of the 
Comprehensive Plan will be held on October 1, 2007 at the Kiwanis building.   

       
Old Business 

1. Ordinance 2007-2:  Residential Rental Property Regulations Ordinance  
Mr. Shoch explained that this ordinance addresses rental units in the Borough and 
provides for inspections on a regular basis.  The former ordinance is repealed with 
the adoption of this ordinance.  The property owner will be awarded for having safe 
units.  Inspections will be based on a cycle of one to three years, depending upon 
the conditions of the properties.    
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Ordinance 2007-2.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, and 
Mr. Ditton voted aye; Mr. Wetzel voted nay.  Motion passed 6-1.  Mr. Wolfe tabled 
the resolution to adopt the new fees and penalties. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger asked if there is a generator at the water tower.  Mr. Wolfe replied 

that a generator is there. 
 
3. Mayor Brosius asked if the Property Committee has looked at the picnic tables at 

the Ponderosa.  Mr. Wetzel stated that he would look at them. 
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Rees moved and Mrs. Long seconded to approve the minutes of June 19, 

2007.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Wetzel moved and Mr. Rees seconded approval for payment of the bills, 

including a bill for $1,163.75 payable to the Guardian Fire Equipment Company.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Straub moved and Mr. Rees seconded a motion to approve Northumberland 

County’s request to use the Recycling Center and the forklift on October 20, 2007 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  They will collect computers and electronics.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.   

 
4. Mr. Wetzel moved to appoint Judyann Schmidt to a five-year term on the Planning 

Commission.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

5. Mr. Wetzel asked Chief Fink if the council could be provided with a breakdown of 
each officer’s arrests, citations, DUI’s, mileage on the vehicles, etc. for a specific 
time period.  Mayor Brosius asked what the purpose would be for this information.  
Mr. Wetzel replied that it is for accountability.  Mr. Shoch stated that the council 
would have a right to that information.  Chief Fink stated that he would not mind 
providing that information and explained that the police maintain daily logs.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that Chief Fink has suggested that the council may wish to sit 



down and discuss matters with the police department.  Mrs. Groninger said that the 
council has also been invited to go out with an officer on duty.  Mr. Ditton noted 
that the format of the police report is different.  He stated that it used to include the 
officer’s name and the time of an incident.   

 
6. Mayor Brosius addressed the need for an ordinance that addresses satellite dishes.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
September 4, 2007 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Richard Shoch, 
Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas 
Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council members 
Jonathan Rees and Frank Wetzel were absent.    
 
The six visitors from the public introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Melissa Shipman introduced herself.  She told council that she is a resident of Lewisburg, 
and that she and her husband own the 101.  Blue Walrus is the corporation name. 
Their goal for the business was to bring a different venue to the area.  They host an annual 
art show, and offer independent art shows for individual artists.  They also provide a place 
for local musicians to play.  She stated that the staff is conscientious of security and 
providing a good atmosphere.  They originally believed that the borough’s ordinance had a 
deadline for music of 11:00 p.m.  Since they have learned that the ordinance prohibits 
music after 10:00 p.m., they have changed their entertainment schedule.  Ms. Shipman 
stated that there is a no tolerance policy toward fighting.  Fundraisers are held to benefit 
various charities such as the Heart Association, the American Cancer Society and 
Lemonade Day.  Ms. Shipman stated that they wish to work with the council.  One way 
they hope to reduce the noise volume is to insulate the walls.   
 
Mayor Brosius noted that the noise ordinance not only provides a time, it provides a 
distance of how far away noise may be heard.  If the noise is heard well beyond the 
distance from the 101, the music is too loud. 
 
The Front Street Station had a hearing with the Borough and the Liquor Control Board to 
obtain permission to have outside music.  Mr. Ruane stated that the music may not be 
amplified. Mayor Brosius noted that music that was put on after the band left was louder 
than the band.  One person who complained stated that he was awakened at midnight by 
the noise from the bar.  In addition to the music, the noise of glass bottles being dumped 
into the dumpster was also disturbing.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that she appreciates the fact that Ms. Shipman came to the council 
meeting.  She noted that the ordinance had been hand-delivered to them and recommended 



that they should learn about the Borough ordinances before making their plans.  Mrs. 
Groninger added that the same thing had happened when they replaced sidewalks; they did 
not check with the Borough to see what types of walks were permitted. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that one of the dilemmas the council faces is to satisfy residents of a 
variety of ages and backgrounds.  He noted the improvements that have been made at the 
101 and that the bar is located in the commercial district of the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that he would review the current ordinances to see if any changes should be made.  In the 
meantime, the Borough will see that the current ordinances are followed. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss 
litigation.  The council meeting was reconvened at 7:40 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that 
litigation was discussed and no action is required. 
 
Mayor’s Report 

• Mayor Brosius stated that she is waiting for the Civil Service list so council may 
choose a new officer.  Mr. Fink stated that the background checks are ongoing.  
She requested that the Personnel Committee set a meeting to interview the 
candidates once the clearances are completed.  A tentative date of Monday, 
September 17, was set.  Mayor Brosius recommended that the council fill the 
vacancy as soon as possible.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the Mayor contact Mrs. 
Groninger once the background checks are completed.  Mr. Ditton requested that he 
be given copies of the clearances for the applicants.  Three applicants have passed 
the physical agility test. 

• The new cameras have arrived.  They will be utilized in different areas of the 
Borough. 

• The evidence lab is being emptied so it can be demolished due to its deteriorating 
condition. 

• Fourteen Susquehanna students volunteered their time in the Borough.  The group 
weeded and mulched in King Street Park, at the railroad underpass and around the 
sewer plant and planted 40 mums in the underpass area.  Mayor Brosius thanked 
them and Gene Brosius for their service.  She also thanked the Revitalization 
Committee for donating the mums.  

• Mayor Brosius swore in Josh Newbury and Jim Troup as Fire chief and Assistant 
Fire Chief, respectively, on August 21st. 

• The 9-11 service is set for next Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in the King Street Park. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane provided the monthly reports for July and August.  He informed the 
council that he has been citing the property owner at 267 Second Street for the condition of 
his property.  He also reported that the property at 15 Elliott Drive will be sold at the tax 
sale at the end of the month and described the condition of this house.   
 
Mrs. Fran Bogovich asked about the amount of income the Borough receives for the code 
violation fines.  Mr. Ruane explained that the fines are received from the District Justice’s 
office and are included with fines for citations from the police as well as the code office.  
Citations for local ordinance violations may be issued by the police and the code office. 



 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that there is a water leak on Orange Street, close to Priestley 
Avenue.  The water company has not been able to locate the leak.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
the company had been notified that the street was scheduled to be paved this summer.  The 
company had been notified early this year of the paving schedule. 
   
Mr. Slodysko plans to videotape Sixth Street to determine the condition of the storm 
sewers. 
 
A street light unit is missing.  Mr. Slodysko will contact PPL for a new light.   
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark noted that Ordinance 2007-3 is presented for council’s approval.  Mr. 
Wolfe moved to approve Ordinance 2007-3; Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  
Mrs. Groninger asked if the revisions have been made, as requested.  Ms. Lark stated that 
the all the articles should have been corrected.  Mr. Wolfe noted that the only portion of 
the ordinance that approves entering a property without permission is in the event of an 
emergency.  Mr. Ditton stated that he would not approve any ordinance that permits the 
Sewer Authority to enter a property without the owner’s permission or a court order.  Ms. 
Lark gave an example of a situation where the Sewer Authority was unable to contact the 
property owner a sewage leak in their basement.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub voted aye; 
Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion failed 1-4.  Ms. 
Lark will request that Mr. Brosius be present for the next council meeting.  Mr. Wolfe 
stated that there are four words in section 46-14 that council does not agree with, “without 
giving prior notice”. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
No report.  The Borough Secretary reported that the Board is meeting tonight since 
yesterday was a holiday. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Finance 

The committee will meet to hear committees’ budget requests on September 27th at 
6:30 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe has received budget requests from some committees and 
boards. 
 

    Personnel 
 Mrs. Groninger reported that all is well.  
 
    Property 
 No report. 
  
    Public Safety 

Mr. Straub reported that the committee met and discussed the building on Prince 
Street that is falling down.  The committee requested that the engineer be contacted 
and asked if the building could be repaired or if it should be torn down.  An email 
has been sent to the engineer, but no response has been received yet. 



 
    Recreation 

The committee will meet on September 26th at 6:00 p.m. to discuss fencing.  The 
Anselmo Trust has committed $7,500 toward fencing for 2008.  Mrs. Long asked if 
the committee could borrow from the contingency fund until the check comes, if 
necessary.  Council agreed.   

 
    Streets 

Mr. Straub stated that the committee meeting for September is canceled.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that the actual costs for the paving will be more than the contracted 
price because additional work was required on Vista Avenue and Sunset Lane.  The 
Borough will be given credit for work that was part of the contract but not 
necessary in the alleys.  
 
Leftover paving material is being placed at the railroad track on Fourth Street at 
CVS. 
 
Mr. Slodysko reported that he has contacted G & R Charles about the problem with 
the paving on Orange Street. 
 

    Second Street  
Mrs. Long requested council’s approval to rent the C.W. Rice gymnasium for a 
“family-fun” professional wrestling event.  The potential dates are November 10 or 
17.  Council approved her request.  [Note:  The “Rumble at the Rice” event is 
scheduled for November 10th.] 

       
Old Business 

1. A Public Meeting for input in the Northumberland/ Point Township Joint 
Comprehensive Plan is set for October 1, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis 
Building. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe tabled the vote for Resolution C-2007 (Schedule of Fees and Penalties) 

until council has more time to review the resolution. 
 
3. Mayor Brosius asked if the Borough has an ordinance to prohibit truck parking on 

Borough streets.  There is a truck that is parked on Pond and King Streets.  Another 
ordinance that had been proposed was to keep trucks from traveling in town, unless 
they are doing business. Mr. Wolfe questioned if traffic studies were completed for 
these ordinances.  One ordinance had been adopted several years ago to designate 
routes for truck traffic.  That ordinance did not address truck traffic that enters the 
Borough from Strawbridge Road.  Mayor Brosius noted that a jeep is parked on the 
grass at Water and Orange Streets.  The jeep is parked in the right-of-way.   
Another truck is parked on Borough property behind the Second Street building 
along Park Avenue.  Mr. Slodysko stated that he has spoken with the owner of this 
vehicle.   

 
New Business 



1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the 
motion.  The motion includes a bill of $1,353 from By-Crete for inlets.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$59,639.84; the Norry Playground Fund bills total $1175.20; bills to be paid from 
the Second Street Grant Account total $6,000; Liberty Splashland bills total 
$18,018.99 

 
2. Mrs. Long moved and Mr. Straub seconded the re-appointment of Russell “Buzz” 

Meachum to the Zoning Board.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Meachum’s term 
will last until August 31, 2010. 

 
3. Mr. Ditton moved and Mrs. Long seconded approval of a User Agreement with the 

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture regarding the use of computer equipment 
by the Health Officer.  Since Lee Shaffer is also Health Officer for the City of 
Sunbury, he will be given one computer from the Health Department to be used for 
both municipalities.  The state supplies the computer and software for the Health 
Officer to use for his reports.  There is no cost to the Borough for this service.  
Roll call vote to approve the agreement was unanimous. 

 
4. The Pineknotter Park Committee requested that the council approve an Anselmo 

Grant request for funds for a new scoreboard at the Pineknotter Park ballfield.  
Discussion.  Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the request.  Mr. Wolfe seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Chief Fink received a request for a “Watch Children” sign to be erected in the 600 

block of Susquehanna Road.  Mrs. Long moved to approve the sign; Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
6. Mr. Wolfe announced that the newsletter articles are due by September 28th.  The 

newsletter will cover activities from October through early January. 
 

7. Mr. Wolfe asked if the pool made or lost money this summer.  The final numbers 
are not yet available. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
September 18, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, Jonathan 
Reese, Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Timothy Fink, 
Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Department 
Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Frank Wetzel was absent. 
 
The four visitors present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Mr. Chris Skelly asked what the Borough is doing about the tax collector and the problem with 
the escrow accounts.  Mr. Wolfe replied that as an elected official, the tax collector may do what 
he is doing and the Borough Council has no authority over him.  Mr. Skelly stated that he feels 
that it will be detrimental to the Borough if the taxes are not paid.  Mr. Skelly added that if the 
tax collector would write to the escrow companies and tell them what must be submitted, it 
would solve the problem.  When asked, Mr. Snyder stated that he has written numerous letters to 
escrow agents explaining what should be submitted to him.  Mr. Skelly stated that his escrow 
agent has sent his taxes to the tax collector.  He does not know if the tax collector has accepted 
the payment or returned it or thrown it away.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he also has an escrow agent.  
Mr. Wolfe added that Mr. Skelly is doing what every citizen has a right to do – attending a 
public meeting and voicing his opinion.  Mr. Wolfe thinks that the tax collector is wrong in what 
he is doing; however, he has the right to do it and Mr. Wolfe understands his frustration.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane presented a letter to the council about two property owners on Duke Street 
whose houses are in poor condition.  He is requesting suggestions on what can be done about the 
properties.  Other property owners have complained about the condition of the property and the 
rodents in the neighborhood due to the declining condition.  Mayor Brosius noted that there is 
low income housing and if residents cannot afford to maintain their properties, they may take 
advantage of the alternative housing.  The Borough Secretary noted that she has contacted the 
Department of Agricultural – Rural Housing office in Williamsport to see if any aid was 
available through that agency and was informed that Northumberland Borough is not considered 
“rural” due to its proximity to Sunbury.  Point Township, however, is rural.  Since the Borough 
is not “rural”, the residents do not qualify for any funding.  The representative in Williamsport 
agrees that the Borough should be considered rural; however, it is not his decision to make.  
Mayor Brosius added that if the property poses a danger for other citizens, the code office must 
take action.  Mr. Wolfe told Mr. Ruane that if the property is not up to code, it’s not up to code 
and he is doing the right thing by requiring the owners to comply with the code. 
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Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported on the street department’s activities.  The crew is replacing the 
traffic lights with the new LED lights.  Curb painting is ongoing.  They have a small project to 
complete at Pineknotter Park.  The crew is getting ready for the fall season and leaf pick-up. 
 
Mr. Straub requested that the council approve the purchase of a leaf picker through the recycling 
grant program.  One machine is available at this time.  Mr. Wolfe moved to approve up to 
$20,000 for the purchase of a leaf picker.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  The Borough’s share 
of the cost will be 10%; the recycling grant will cover 90% of the cost.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 for an Executive Session.  Mr. Wolfe announced that the 
topics to be discussed are litigation and personnel.   Josh Newbury, Fire Chief and Judyann 
Schmidt, Emergency Services Board member, were invited to take part in the Executive Session.  
The council meeting was reconvened at 7:44 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that the litigation issue 
does not require action.  The personnel issue does require action. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to hire an individual who was discussed in the Executive Session for the 
police officer position.  This is a conditional offer, dependent upon his passing a physical and a 
psychological examination.  The individual’s name was not made public because the council 
would like to notify the other candidates before announcing the name publicly.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to hire the police officer position to the second man on the list if the first man 
does not accept the Borough’s offer.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
 
Emergency Services Board - No report 
  
Committee Reports 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee would meet next Thursday at 6:30 to discuss 
departmental budgets.  He requested that all proposed budgets be submitted to him by 
Monday.   

 
    Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger explained that on occasion, Mr. Slodysko could use part-time, casual help 
for the Street Department.  She moved to advertise for a temporary, as needed, employee 
to work with the Street Department.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

  
    Property 

Mr. Rees informed the council that the committee has determined that the police lab 
should be torn down.  The building is located on Prince Street.  Chief Fink stated that the 
police equipment should be removed by early next week.  
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    Public Safety 
Since Mr. Wetzel was not in attendance, Mr. Wolfe requested that the Borough Secretary 
contact him to see if a meeting is to be held this month. 

 
Mr. Rees noted that there are two signs on Madison Avenue to caution motorists of 
children playing.  He feels that they are no longer needed at these locations.   
  

    Recreation 
 Mrs. Long stated that the committee would meet next Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

Mrs. Long has heard from the SofTile Company about the bill.  Mrs. Long had requested 
that as part of the reconciliation the company provide a clear urethane coating on the tile.  
They don’t recommend coating the tile for the first four to six years after the tile has been 
installed.  Ely Associates is willing to deduct $1,500 from the bill.  This amount is in 
addition to the $1240 for the returned tiles and the $600 from SofTile.  The total discount 
for the loss of time is $2,100.   Mrs. Long stated that the bill could now be paid, minus 
the $3,340 credit.  She noted that the Canadian company incurred expense to send the 
crew down to complete the installation of the tiles. 
 
The committee will discuss the edging at their meeting next week.  They will also discuss 
the fencing.  Mrs. Long announced that the Mayor has secured a $10,000 grant for the 
fencing from the Sunbury/Northumberland Foundation. 

  
    Streets 
 Mr. Straub announced that the streets are being paved. 
 
    Second Street  

Mr. Wolfe stated that the bids were opened last week.  Council was provided with the bid 
sheets for the General Contractor, the Electrical Contractor, and the Mechanical 
Contractor.  The total of the three lowest bids, excluding the alternatives is $$461,315.  
The remaining grant funding is approximately $370,000.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he feels 
that the Finance Committee should be able to locate the additional funding required to 
accept the three bids.  Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the lowest bids for the General 
Contractor, the Electrical Contractor, and the Mechanical Contractor.  Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Discussion.  If the mechanical bid were not awarded at this time, 
the bid would be valid for sixty days.  After that time, the bidding process would have to 
be repeated.  The council voted unanimously to accept the lowest bid for the three 
contracts.  They are Hepco Construction, Inc., Selinsgrove, as the General Contractor 
with a bid of $325,025; SRS Electric, Hummels Wharf, as the Electrical Contractor with 
a bid of $53,720; and Spencer Mechanical, Williamsport, as the Mechanical with a bid of 
$81,670. 

        
Old Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt Resolution C-2007, the Schedule of Fees and Penalties.  
Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  This resolution amends Resolution A-2007 and reflects 
the new fees and penalties for Ordinance 2007-2, the Residential Rental Property 
Regulations Ordinance that was adopted at the August 7, 2007 council meeting.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
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2. Mr. Wolfe announced that the newsletter articles are due by next Friday. 
 

3. Mayor Brosius stated that the Susquehanna students who volunteered their services sent 
the Borough a thank you letter.  They also requested that the Borough provide some ideas 
for other ways to volunteer their services throughout the year.  Various activities were 
suggested, such as the Fall Festival, Santa in the Park, and checking property addresses 
throughout the Borough. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of July 17, 2007 and August 7, 2007.  Mrs. 

Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $24,318.03; 
Liberty Splashland bills total $6,268.42; and bills to be paid from the Second Street 
Grant total $1,997.37.  

 
3. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve and Mrs. Long seconded the motion to distribute the 

donations to the Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library and the Halloween Parade 
Committee.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. Wolfe added that the Halloween Committee 
requested permission to use the gazebo the evening of the parade.  Permission was 
granted; no vote was required. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the 2008 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the 

Northumberland Borough and Northumberland Borough Police pension plans.  The 
Borough’s obligation is $8,165 for the non-uniform plan and $35,131 for the uniform 
plan.  The non-uniform plan includes a member contribution rate of 3%.  The arbitration 
ruling states that the there is to be no member contribution for the police plan, unless the 
Borough must pay in more than the state aid that it receives.  This year, the state aid does 
not cover the Borough’s obligation for the police pension plan.  The amount to be paid 
by the Borough is $8,378.09.  Mr. Wolfe moved to submit the MMO with the 1.5% 
contribution rate for the Northumberland Borough Police Pension Plan.  Mr. Rees 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 1 

 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
October 2, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 
Richard Shoch, solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Jonathan Rees was 
absent. 
 
Public Comment 
Six members of the public were present. 
 
Mr. Mark Walberg informed the council that he has purchased the log cabin that is 
currently located on Queen Street.  He wishes to move it to his lot at 80 King Street and 
restore the structure.  He stated that 80 King Street is deeded as one lot, but includes 3 
lots.  The log cabin is estimated to date from 1790 to 1800.  The timbers will be moved 
this week and he plans to begin disassembling the structure, and reassemble it on the 
King Street lot.  He currently does not have plans for its use but will keep the look of it 
original.  The original flooring is underneath the flooring that is there now.  Mr. Walberg 
will obtain permits and inspections for the restoration.   
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m. for an Executive Session.  Mr. Wolfe 
reconvened the meeting at 7:31 p.m. and announced that litigation issues were discussed 
and no action is required at this time. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius announced that a new police officer, Scott Boyd, has been hired and will 
be sworn in soon. 
   
All police vehicles are now in operation. 
 
Mayor Brosius requested that the council approve the hiring of part-time officers.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved to permit the police chief to hire part-time police officers, as needed.  
Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted the residents who were awarded Beautification Awards by the 
Northumberland Revitalization Committee.  They are Gary and Deborah Scholvin, Linda 
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Baker, Karen Shaffer and David Rudy, Raymond and Tracy Fessler, David and Shelly 
Ramer, Dawn Hubbard and Rochelle Blue, Jenica and Alex Blackstone, Harry and Joy 
Wynn, and Chad and Lisa Bingaman.  The awards are presented to recognize the home 
owners for their efforts in making or keeping their properties a source of pride for the 
community.   
 
Mayor Brosius sent congratulations to Kenneth Robert Kipple, Jr. for becoming an Eagle 
Scout.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane has informed the council that the plans for the Second Street renovation 
have been delivered to the Keystone COG for review and a building permit.   
 
Mr. Ruane stated that a resident on Second Street has paid $838 in fines for violating the 
property maintenance code.  Mr. Ruane requested permission to have the property 
cleaned and charge the owner.  Mr. Shoch advised that the borough could also fine the 
owner for each day the property is in violation.  The citation would state that the property 
has been in of violation for x number of days and the violation would include a fine for 
each day.  If the Borough has the property cleaned up, a lien may be placed on the 
property if the property owner does not pay for the clean-up.  Mrs. Groninger stated that 
the neighbors have been had to live with this for quite a while.  Mr. Wolfe advised that 
the Code Office should go to the District Justice and submit additional citations.  Mr. 
Ruane requested that he be able to go in and clean out the property if the time frame for 
the citations is too long.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the code office would have latitude to take 
care of the matter. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark requested that the council approve the revised ordinance provided by the 
Sewer Authority.  She stated that the changes have been made, as the council requested.  
Mr. Wolfe moved to adopt Ordinance 2007-3.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The 
ordinance had been advertised before the vote at the September 4, 2007 meeting.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Eben Gibbs announced that Fire Prevention week in next week.  The Fire 
Department is going to the Priestley Elementary School on October 10th.   
 
The Board has formed a committee to review the report from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and Economic Development.  They plan to begin next 
Tuesday evening.   
 
Mr. Gibbs presented the council with the Hookies’ Financial Statement for 2006.  
 
The Fire Chief has informed Mr. Gibbs that the #1’s will be meeting on Thursday 
evening.  He feels that the department will be back into service following that meeting. 
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Mr. Gibbs announced his resignation from the Emergency Services Board, effective 
December 31. 
 
Committee Reports 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee met last Thursday.  He will 
provide the committee with the new numbers next week.  The committee 
discussed funding the additional money required to pay for the renovations at the 
Second Street building.  The committee was able to identify areas where money is 
available to cover the additional expenses.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the property 
or Second Street committee provide estimates for the utility costs of the building 
for the 2008 budget.  He suggested that they consult Wolfe Associates. 

 
Mr. Shoch suggested that Ordinance 2007-3 be re-advertised and re-voted upon to avoid 
having it challenged.  He explained that although the change to the ordinance was 
relatively minor, he feels that due to the time delay and the fact that one of the council 
members who had concerns about the ordinance is absent this evening, the vote should be 
rescinded.  Council agreed and the ordinance will be advertised for adoption at the 
November 5, 2007 council meeting. 
 
    Personnel  

Mr. Ditton informed the council that when Ann August was hired, she was told 
that her job performance would be reviewed in 3 months with the possibility of a 
$1.00 per hour raise.  Since Ann is doing an excellent job, the increase will be 
implemented.   
 
The other topic the Personnel Committee had discussed was the part-time police 
officers and that vote has been taken. 
 
The committee will meet in the near future to discuss salaries for 2008. 

 
    Property 

No report 
 

    Public Safety 
No report 

 
    Recreation 

Mrs. Long announced that the commemorative bricks would be used to build 
brick pillars between the fencing sections along Second Street.  This work will be 
accomplished in the spring. 
 
The cameras are being installed at the Second Street building. 
 
Official rules and regulations will be posted at the playground.  
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    Second Street  
Once the building permits and bonds from the contractors are received, the 
notices to proceed will be sent out.  

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion to approve payment of 
the bills.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General 
Fund total $41,724.34; Liberty Splashland bills total $392.77. 

 
2. Resolution C-2007 was tabled because it corresponds to the Sewer Authority 

ordinance that will be voted upon on November 5th. 
   

3. Resolution D-2007 approves the Borough’s participation in the PAAC (PA 
Capital City) Automotive and Equipment Contract.  The Commonwealth 
Procurement Code permits local municipalities to participate in a cooperative 
purchasing agreement for the procurement of any goods and eliminates the need 
for the Borough to obtain bids.  The borough would like to purchase a Leaf 
Collector through PAAC Automotive and Equipment Contract.  Mrs. Groninger 
so moved.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Ninety percent of the 
cost of the Leaf Collector will be funded through the Recycling Grant.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger explained that the code office is having problems obtaining rural 

route addresses from the post office.  If the property owner does not have a listed 
telephone number, there is no way to obtain the updated address.  Ms. Lark stated 
that the Northumberland Postmaster provided her with some of the new rural 
route addresses.  The Borough Office will contact Ms. Lark to see if she may 
have the addresses. 

 
5. Mrs. Groninger moved to permit Trick or Treating in the Borough on October 31, 

2007 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Council 
voted unanimously to approve. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
 



 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
November 5, 2007 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; 
Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief, Thomas Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Jonathan Rees was 
absent due to another commitment. 
 
The five visitors present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
Mr. Harold Metzger asked the council if there is any place to dispose of yard waste, tree 
trimming, etc.  Sunbury used to accept yard waste from anyone; however they no longer 
accept it.  He stated that he has placed his leaves at the curb and they have not been picked 
up yet.  Mr. Straub stated that the Borough has received a grant and has purchased a new 
chipper and a new leaf vacuum.  The intention is to be able to accept the material by next 
spring.  The Borough is also working on a plan to take the leaves to a specific location 
approved by DEP and make mulch.  Mr. Straub added that he is also working on a plan to 
take leaves to a designated location in Point Township.  A windrow turner has been 
purchased.  However, the piece of equipment to attach it to has not yet been purchased.  
Mr. Slodysko stated that the crew would be picking up leaves throughout the Borough this 
week.   
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the October police report is in the council’s packet. 
 
Four police traffic studies have been distributed to the council.  Mr. Shoch asked about the 
recommendation for two of the traffic studies.  He stated that on two of the studies, 
recommendations were included.  However, no recommendation was made for the other 
two studies.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the council review the studies for the stop signs to 
act on them in January.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked that the council act on the request for the yellow line on Elliott 
Drive.  The people who live on the private driveway cannot see oncoming traffic when a 
vehicle is parked close to the driveway.  Mrs. Groninger moved that the yellow line be 
painted on the curbing from the corner at Elliott Drive past the private driveway.  Mr. 
Ditton seconded the motion.  Mr. Straub noted that parking is not permitted within twenty-
five feet of an intersection.  He asked if that would include parking within twenty-five feet 
from the private driveway.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
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Mayor Brosius informed the council that the cameras have been installed at the Second 
Street building.  It is recommended that a pole be erected to attach a camera in a location 
that would be closer to the playground.   
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Noelle Long, her family, and other volunteers for the successful 
Fall Festival that was held in the King Street Park in October. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that decorating in the King Street Park would take place on 
Saturday, November 10th.  Santa in the Park is scheduled for Monday, November 26th.  The 
Sunbury City Band will begin playing at 6:30 p.m. and Santa will arrive at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Rumble at the Rice is planned for November 10th.  This is a professional wrestling show 
that is being held as a fundraiser for the Second Street Community Center.  The doors open 
at 6:30. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if council would consider covering the parking meters for the 
holidays.  Mr. Wolfe moved to cover the meters from Thanksgiving to Christmas.  Mr. 
Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote - All ayes. 
 
Mr. Fink is exploring the possibility of starting a Crime Watch committee.   
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko informed the council that the leaf picker is in operation.  The crew will 
be continuing to pick up leaves.   
 
Grass is growing at the location of the former evidence lab. 
 
Mr. Slodysko announced that the LED lights that were installed in the traffic signals have 
reduced the electric bills by approximately $165 per month.  He estimated that the 
Borough should be able to recoup the cost of the lights in about twenty months.   
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
The Board has requested that the Borough release the tax money for the Truck Payment.  
$30,000 was budgeted for this contribution.  The money will be deposited into the truck 
fund bank account for the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company.  Mr. Straub and 
Mr. Wetzel moved and seconded a motion to approve the contribution.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
  

Committee Reports 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee is in the process of preparing the 2008 
budget.  The next committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 29 at 
6:30 p.m. 
 
The Borough has received notice from Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System 
that both the municipal and the police retirement plans have been awarded Excess 
Interest.  The council must determine how to allocate the money.  The Finance 
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Committee is recommending that the excess interest for the police retirement plan 
be divided 50% into the municipal account, 25% into the active members’ account 
and 25% into the retired members’ account.  They also recommend that the excess 
interest for the municipal (non-uniform) retirement plan be divided equally between 
the municipal account, the active members’ account, and the retired members’ 
account.  An equal percentage increase for all active and vested members would be 
credited to the individual accounts for both the uniform and non-uniform plans.  
Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger moved and seconded the motion to accept the 
Finance Committee’s recommendations.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 

    Personnel – No report. 
 
    Property 

Mayor Brosius stated that the refrigerator at the Girl Scout House no longer works.   
 
    Public Safety – No report. 
 
    Recreation 

Mrs. Long informed the council that the fence will be installed along the Sheetz 
Avenue side of the playground in a few weeks.  The committee will meet on 
Wednesday, November 28th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The Anselmo Trust sent a reply to the request for a scoreboard at Pineknotter Park.  
They have offered to match 50% of the cost for the scoreboard.  In their letter, they 
questioned if the larger scoreboard was needed or if the smaller style could be 
purchased instead.  The Anselmo Trust will match 50% of the cost of whichever 
scoreboard they decide to purchase providing the group’s 50% match is raised by 
December 2008.  
 
Ms. Cindy Lark thanked the council and those responsible for completing the 
playground.  She noted that many families are utilizing it.   
 

    Streets 
Mr. Slodysko checked on the progress of the new street signs.  The signs were to be 
made in a style similar to the Borough’s current street signs.  The COG is having a 
problem installing the border on the signs.  Mr. Slodysko will look for another 
place to purchase the signs.  Sunbury has recently purchased a sign-making 
machine so he will see if they can make them. 
 

Mrs. Groninger left the room at 7:30 p.m. 
 
    Second Street  

Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the first payment request from Spencer Mechanical 
for $2,988.00.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Wolfe Associates has approved 
the bill for payment.  Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Long, and Mr. 
Straub voted to approve the payment.  Mrs. Groninger was absent for the vote. 

  
Mrs. Groninger returned to the meeting at 7:34 p.m. 
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Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve Ordinance 2007-3, Illegal Storm/Surface/Ground 
Water Connections.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Resolution E-2007.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  

This resolution addresses the violations and fines for Ordinance 2007-3 and will be 
incorporated into the Borough’s resolution for fees and fines.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
3. Council was provided with comparisons of vision and dental insurance plans for 

the police department.  Mr. Straub moved to contract with United Concordia 
Enhancement Option 2 for the dental plan.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to contract with the PA Municipal Plan, Davis Option F plan, for 
the vision insurance.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

4. The U.S. Census Bureau has provided three options from which to select one in 
order to participate in the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Program. 
The options are: 

1. Title 13 Full Address List Review.  This option involves reviewing the 
Census Bureau address list for the Borough and providing updates and 
corrections to the Census Bureau list and to challenge counts on the 
address count list. 

2. Title 13 Local Address List Submission.  This option allows the 
municipality to submit its local address file in a Census Bureau 
Predefined computer-readable format. 

3. Non-Title 13 Local Address List Submission.  This option allows the 
municipality to submit its local address file in a Census Bureau 
predefined computer-readable format.  

Options 1 and 2 require participants to sign a confidentiality agreement.  Option 3 
does not. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to approve Option 1.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 

5. Mr. Wolfe moved to transfer $6,000 from the Parking Meter account to General 
Fund.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  The money is to reimburse the General 
Fund for a portion of the payment for the new police vehicle.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the minutes of September 4, 2007.  Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. 
Long, and Mr. Straub voted to approve; Mr. Wetzel abstained because he was not 
present at the meeting.  Motion passed 5-0 with one abstention. 
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2. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the minutes of September 18, 2007.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. 
Long and Mr. Straub voted to approve; Mr. Wetzel abstained because he was not 
present at the meeting.  Motion passed 5-0 with one abstention. 

 
3. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve the minutes of October 2, 2007.  Mr. Ditton 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
4. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mrs. Long seconded the 

motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General 
Fund total $68,465.21; Liberty Splashland bills total $448.48; and Norry 
Playground bills total $600. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe moved to pay the 2008 Solvency Fee for Relief from Charges of 

$561.69.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
6. Mrs. Long announced that the Rumble at the Rice is set for 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

November 10th, at the C. W. Rice building. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would adjourn for an Executive Session for 
personnel issues.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 
9:24 p.m.  Action is required for grievances that were received.  Mr. Ditton moved to 
decline the grievances.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, and Mrs. Long voted aye; Mr. Wetzel voted nay.  
Motion passed 5-1.  Mr. Ditton noted that a letter to this effect would be sent within the 
next ten days. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
  



 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 
December 4, 2007 at 7:00 PM 

  
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Noelle Long, 
Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were 
Mayor Brosius; Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief, Thomas Slodysko, 
Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.   
 
The three visitors present introduced themselves. 
  
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Chief Fink asked council to approve an internship for Jason Raynes, a student at 
Bloomsburg University.  He will start the internship in January.  Mrs. Groninger asked if 
interns require more of the police chief’s time or if they are a benefit to the department.  
Chief Fink replied that the department benefits since the interns help with parking tickets 
and office work.  Thus far, they do not answer telephone calls.  Mr. Ditton suggested that 
the intern be trained to answer the telephone.  Mr. Ditton moved and Mrs. Groninger 
seconded a motion to approve the internship for Jason Raynes.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that the December 2007 police report was distributed to the 
council members. 
 
The Martin Concini Toy Drive is underway.  Mayor Brosius commended Sergeant 
Clifford Kriner for heading up the annual toy drive.  Toys may be dropped off at various 
locations around town and at the Borough Office until December 21st. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted a letter that had been received from a citizen commending Officer 
Hennessey and the police department.  She read excerpts of the letter.   
 
Mayor Brosius thanked everyone who helped make Santa in the Park successful – the 
Revitalization Committee, Kiwanis Club, the Anselmo Trust, the Episcopal Church, the 
Priestley PTA, Barbara Kistner for painting signs, Thomas Slodysko and his family, Sara 
Barrett, Ann Roll, Noelle and Bob Long, Gene and Eric Brosius, and Linda Williard.  She 
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also thanked Santa and the Northumberland fire Department for transporting Santa to the 
park.  Santa will be in the park for the next 3 weeks on Fridays and Saturdays. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane informed the council that the rental unit licensing is ongoing.  Next week 
the code office will begin inspections.  Mr. Shoch advised that if a property owner does 
not comply with the ordinance and inspection, a license should not be issued to that 
owner.  Mr. Shoch stated that he was contacted by Greg Stuck who informed him that his 
invoice included properties that he does not own.  The Code Office will review the listing 
with the assessment bureau’s property list.   
 
PPL is digging out the material at a former site on Priestley Avenue.   
 
Mr. Ruane reported that the Northumberland, Point Township, and Sunbury police 
departments worked together to apprehend a hit and run driver at 2:15 on Sunday 
morning.  The driver hit a parked car belonging to Mr. Ruane’s neighbor.  Mr. Ruane 
called in license number of the vehicle involved in the accident and the police stopped the 
vehicle within 10 minutes of his call.     
 
Mrs. Groninger commended the police department.  She noticed that an officer had a 
vehicle stopped below Duke Street this afternoon.  Chief Fink replied that it is part of the 
“aggressive driver” program. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that this is the last week for the leaf pickup.  The crew has 
canvassed the town for leaves and will finish the pickup on Friday.  The street sweeper 
will be run for the final time of the year next week.  The street department will then be 
getting the vehicles ready for winter weather.   
 
The curb on Elliott Drive has not been painted yet because of the cold weather.   
 
Christmas decorations have been erected.  Mr. Slodysko noted that the three additional 
wreaths will be put up near the bridge. 
 
Mr. Straub reported that a street light is out.  PPL will be contacted. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark requested that the council reappoint George Gavason to NSA 
Mrs. Groninger moved to reappoint Mr. Gavason to the Northumberland Sewer 
Authority.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Eben Gibbs reported that the board met last evening.  The No. 1’s has not appointed 
a representative to the board.  A letter was sent to the fire company encouraging them to 
participate on the board.  Mr. Gibbs also spoke to the company president to inform him 
that the board will meet on January 7th at the Hookies, since the Borough Council will be 
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meeting on that date in the Borough Building.  The No. 1’s hopes to have a representative 
present at that meeting. 
 
Mr. Gibbs commended the firemen who reported to a fire from midnight to 4:00 a.m. and 
a second fire at 6:30 a.m. for a job well done.     
  
Committee Reports   
   Finance 

Mr. Wolfe reported that the Finance Committee approved the 2008 budget totaling 
$1,245,368.  The final budget contains no tax increases.  Mr. Wolfe moved to approve 
the budget.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Mrs. Groninger 
questioned the $5,000 that was moved from recreation to Second Street.  Mr. Wolfe 
replied that the money may be used for the playground.  Mrs. Groninger noted that the 
Pineknotter Park budget was increased by $1,000.  The Special Events budget was 
decreased by $1,000 and Liberty Splashland budget was decreased by close to $2,000.  
Mr. Wolfe replied that the committee is hoping that the township would contribute to 
the pool next year.  Mrs. Groninger noted that the pool did not make a profit this year.  
The 2008 budget was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Ditton moved to transfer $50,000 from the General Contingency Fund to the 
General Fund.  This money will be reimbursed when the Borough receives income in 
2008.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote- All ayes. 
 

   Personnel  
Mr. Shoch reported on an update in the Gemberling matter.  A pre-trial conference is 
scheduled for Thursday with the judge.  Mr. Shoch has submitted the Borough’s 
defenses.  He will apprise the council of the outcome.   
 
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Personnel Committee met and requested that the council 
approve a one-time bonus for Mr. Slodysko for 2007 of $2,000.  She noted that the 
bonus is for Mr. Slodysko’s extra work for the Borough and the money that he has 
saved the borough this year.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

     
   Mr. Wolfe read the following correspondence that was received from Ms. Margaret 

Weirick, a former council member, for the record: 
 
  “To the members of the Northumberland Borough Council: 
   

 As a concerned citizen of the Borough, I am writing first of all to commend our 
Borough Foreman, Tom Slodysko, for the outstanding job he is doing to make 
this town a desirable and attractive place to live.  This past weekend, he was in the 
King Street Park all of Saturday and all of Sunday, along with his wife and son, 
blowing leaves over to the curb for pickup, fixing up the snowflake lights, and 
doing whatever needed to be done so that the park would be in perfect condition 
for the Carol Sing on Monday night.  When the Carol Sing was postponed until 
Friday night, he was back in the park on Friday at 5 getting everything set up for 
the festivities.  I know from my past experience on Borough Council that he is not 
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getting paid for all the hours he has put in.  On weekends when he is not working 
in the park, he is up at the Second Street playground, helping to put things 
together there.  He is always cheerful, pleasant, and respectful whenever you talk 
with him.  The Borough of Northumberland is more than fortunate to have him 
for an employee. 

 
 I contrast Tom’s efforts with those of Steve and Todd, our borough “workers.”  

Several weeks ago, while I was out raking my leaves, I had to flag them down to 
get them to stop and pick up what I had spent an hour raking,  They drove by all 
the pies from the Library to my house and only stopped for me because I forced 
them to.  They were surly and reluctant, but they finally stopped and picked up 
the leaves, although certainly not doing a neat or complete job.  I reported this to 
Jan.  Last Wednesday morning, while Steve and Todd were examining the circuit 
box, I went over and asked if they would rehang a string of lights that had fallen 
off one of the hooks on the gazebo.  They point blank refused.  They said they had 
not hung them so they should not have to be the ones who put them back.  Later 
in the day, when I had changed my clothes, I went over and did it myself.  It took 
about five seconds.   

 
 I do not understand why we have one worker in this borough who gives 110% and 

two workers who can barely manage to do anything.  I think we need to 
reexamine just what is expected of our borough employees.  Since the taxpayers 
of Northumberland provide the salaries for all the Borough employees, I do not 
think it is too much to ask that each citizen be treated with courtesy, respect, and 
helpfulness.  Yet obviously, this is not happening.  Steve and Todd obviously do 
not feel they have to be courteous, respectful, or helpful.  Why is that?  The 
answer seems to be that they belong to the union! 

 
 I have negotiated a number of union contracts, so I have a clear idea of the 

purpose and function of that contract.  Being a member of the Teamsters union 
does not mean that you get paid for doing nothing or as close to it as you can get 
and then have the right to complain you are overworked.  It means that you get an 
honest wage for an honest day’s work.  We are at a sorry crossroads in this town 
if being courteous, respectful, and helpful are issues that have to be spelled out in 
a union contract.  If Steve and Todd are unable to comprehend these basic 
fundamentals of employment, perhaps they should look for a job where the 
requirements of providing an honest day’s work for an honest day’s pay and being 
pleasant about it are not so stringent. 

 
 I love this town.  I was born and raised in this town.  I want it to be all it can be.  

To be the best, we have to have a commitment from all our employees.  Those 
who can’t or won’t give 100% do not deserve to work here.  I do hope some 
action will be taken on the matter I have discussed above. 

 
Sincerely, 
Margaret C. Weirick” 
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   Property – No report. 
     
   Public Safety – No report. 
     
   Recreation 

Mrs. Long reported that the fence has been installed along Sheetz Avenue at the                     
Second Street playground.  The remainder of the fencing and the brickwork will be    
completed in the spring.  

 
   Streets – No report. 
 
   Second Street Community Center 

Mr. Ruane recommended to the architect that the drainpipes in the classrooms be 
changed, if warranted, before they are enclosed in the new walls.  The pipes will be 
checked to see determine their wear.  Mr. Ruane stated that one pipe has leaked.  Mr. 
Straub stated that the walls will be made thicker due to the insulation.   

  
Old Business 

1. Mr. Ditton moved to adopt Ordinance 2007-4, authorizing the Borough to join the 
Pennsylvania Municipal Health Insurance Cooperative.  Mr. Straub seconded the 
motion.  As a member of the cooperative, the Borough may obtain health 
insurance, as well as dental and vision insurance, through the cooperative.  The 
dental and vision insurance for the police department is obtained through PMHIC.  
Representatives of the company will present their health insurance plan to the 
Borough Secretary on Thursday morning.  Council members are welcomed to 
attend.  Council unanimously approved by roll call vote to joint the PMHIC. 

 
2. Mr. Gibbs informed the council that the Emergency Services Board has asked him 

to remain on the board until a new member is appointed by the council.  He is 
willing to continue on the board for 90 days.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the Borough 
would publicize the opening in the January newsletter.   

 
3. Mr. Ditton asked about a letter from Point Township requesting the Borough 

approve a stop sign at 8th and King Street.  He asked if a traffic study had been 
completed.  Mr. Jimmy Neitz, a township supervisor, had delivered the letter and 
was expected to attend this evening’s meeting.  The issue was tabled until more 
information is forthcoming. 

 
4. Mr. Ditton stated that the Northumberland Housing Corporation has requested 

that the Borough not charge them for the rental fee.  He expected that someone 
from their board would attend tonight’s council meeting.  Mr. Rees had attended 
their meeting and requested that the Housing Corporation contribute $10,000 for 
the 2008 budget.  The board had denied his request, stating that they do not have a 
profit.  Mr. Wolfe explained that several years ago, the council had determined 
that if monies could be obtained through the Sewer Authority or Housing 
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New Business 

1. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve the minutes of November 5, 2007.  Mrs. Long 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. 
Straub, Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Rees abstained. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Rees seconded the 

motion. Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All Ayes.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $64,518.78; bills to be paid through the Second Street Grant 
total $42,181.03; bills to be paid from the Second Street Donation Account total 
$1,030.30; bills to be paid from the Girl Scout Donation Account total $38.55; 
Liberty Splashland bills total $31.93; and Norry Playground bills total $3,825.33.   

 
3. The council received a correspondence from Comcast concerning their 

application for approval of alteration of the Lower Orange Street crossing.  The 
company plans to extend a cable across the railroad tracks.   

 
4. Mr. Wolfe announced that the council will meet in two weeks on December 18.  

This will be a regular meeting to vote on the budget.  The re-organizational 
meeting will be held on Monday, January 7, 2008.  Mr. Ditton, Mrs. Groninger, 
and Ms. Lark will be sworn in at that meeting.   

 
5. Mayor Brosius suggested that a party be held for Mrs. Long to thank her for her 

service on council.  Possible dates were discussed. 
 

6. Mr. Straub commented on the status of the tax millage for 2008.  Mr. Ditton 
replied that there would be no change in the tax millage.   

 
7. Mrs. Long noted an error of the bill amount for Stop ‘n’ Go Signs.  The amount 

on the bill sheet was $268.  The actual amount of the bill is $474.  Mr. Rees 
moved to approve the revised amount; Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 1 

 

 

 

 

Borough of Northumberland  

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Borough Council Meeting 

December 18, 2007 at 7:00 PM 
  

President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 

 

Roll Call 

Council members present were Frank Wetzel, Bryan M. Wolfe, Charles “Bud” Ditton, 

Judith Groninger, Jonathan Rees and Darvin Straub.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, 

Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  

Council member Noelle Long arrived at 7:09 p.m.  

 

One visitor was present. 
  

Public Comment 

No Public Comment was offered. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

The mayor received a letter from the Joseph Priestley House.  Prints of the Priestley 

House are being sold. 

 

The Pennsylvania Municipal Pension Plan Audit has been received.  Each council 

member has been provided with a copy. 

 

Mayor Brosius thanked Sergeant Kriner for heading up the Martin Concini Toy Drive.  

She added that toys are still being collected and will be distributed the end of the week. 

 

A letter from Ed Troxell, Director of Government Affairs with the Pennsylvania State 

Association of Boroughs, promotes the approval of Senate Bill 777.  This bill is expected 

to improve the system of collecting delinquent property taxes and municipal claims. 

 

Emergency Services Board  

Mr. Sam Wolfe has been approved as the No. 1’s representative to the Emergency 

Services Board. 

 

The council is still looking for a representative-at-large to replace Eben Gibbs.   

 

Code Enforcement Officer 

Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Office for the past month.  His report 

is on file in the Borough Office. 
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Mr. Ruane reported on citations that have been issued for code violations.  All additional 

costs are added to the fine. 

 

Eight rental inspections have been conducted under the new ordinance.  Mr. Ruane 

described some of the issues the code office encounters when conducting inspections.    

 

Councilmember Noelle Long arrived at 7:09 p.m. 

 

Mr. Straub asked if residents have been cited for neglecting to shovel their sidewalks.  

Mr. Ruane replied that the police cite residents for this violation and he does not know if 

citations have been issued. 
  

Committee Reports 

    Finance 

Mr. Rees moved to adopt the 2008 budget.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Wetzel 

voted aye; Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  The motion passed 5-2.  

This is the final vote on the 2008 budget. 

     

    Personnel – No report. 

     

    Property – No report. 

     

    Public Safety – No report. 

 

    Recreation – No report. 

     

    Streets – No report. 

 

    Second Street  

Mr. Wetzel moved to approve a change order to replace one roof drain at a cost of 

$726.00.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Mr. Ruane stated that the three other 

pipes do not need to be replaced.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 

Council discussed a change order to replace the windows in two wooden 

classroom doors at a cost of $493.00.  Mr. Ruane recommended that Mr. 

Slodysko obtains the price to replace the windows.  The windows would have to 

be replaced before the final inspection on the building.  Mr. Wolfe tabled the 

change order vote.  

 

Mr. Ruane recommended that the council have the crew or temporary workers 

remove the ceiling tiles instead of the contractor.   The cost per change order to 

remove ceiling tiles is $2,192.00.  Mr. Straub noted that the final inspection of the 

building confirmed that there is no asbestos in the ceiling.   

 

Mr. Ruane has spoken to Mr. Slodysko about obtaining a cap to cover the 

chimney.    
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Old Business 

 No “Old Business” was presented. 

 

New Business 

1. Mr. Rees asked about the plan for the Second Street building once the renovations 

of the classrooms are completed.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council will advertise 

for tenants for the building.  Mr. Straub stated that the two classrooms at the 

Second Street end of the building should be completed first.  The new council will 

be determining how the building is to be utilized. 

 

2. Mrs. Long moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the 

motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call:  Mrs. Groninger, Mrs. Long, Mr. Rees, 

Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Ditton voted nay.  Motion 

passed 6-1.  Bills to be paid from the General fund total $15,615.66; Liquid Fuels 

bills total $1,016.00; and bills to be paid from the Second Street Donation 

Account total $186.00. 

 

Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Janice R. Bowman 

Borough Secretary 



 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council 
Reorganization Meeting 

January 7, 2008 

 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius conducted the swearing in of the newly-elected council 
members, Charles Ditton, Judith Groninger, and Cynthia Lark. 
 
Mayor Brosius called the meeting to order, led the Pledge of Allegiance and offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, 
Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Council member Jonathan Rees was 
absent due to a prior commitment.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius; Dave 
Noon, acting solicitor in the absence of Richard Shoch; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
One visitor was present. 
 
Nomination and Election of Council President 
Mayor Brosius asked for nominations for Council President.  Mrs. Groninger nominated 
Bryan Wolfe.  Mr. Ditton seconded the nomination.  Mr. Straub and Mr. Wetzel made and 
seconded a motion to close nominations.  Roll call vote was taken with five council 
members voting in the affirmative and Mr. Wolfe abstaining.  Mr. Wolfe was elected 
Council President. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked for nominations for Council Vice President.  Mrs. Groninger nominated 
Mr. Ditton.  Mr. Straub seconded the nomination.  Ms. Lark and Mr. Wetzel made and 
seconded a motion to close nominations.  The roll call vote was five votes for Mr. Ditton 
and one abstention by Mr. Ditton.  Mr. Ditton was elected Council Vice President. 
  
Mr. Wolfe asked for nominations for President Pro Tem.  Mr. Ditton nominated Mr. 
Straub.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the nomination.  Mr. Straub nominated Mr. Rees.  Mr. 
Wolfe seconded the nomination.  Mr. Wetzel and Mr. Ditton moved and seconded to close 
the nominations.  Roll call vote was taken.  Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Ditton, Mrs. 
Groninger, and Ms. Lark voted for Mr. Straub; Mr. Straub voted for Mr. Rees.  Mr. Straub 
was named President Pro Tem. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius welcomed Cindy to the council.  She also thanked Noelle Long for her 
service to the community and announced that Mrs. Long will remain on some committees, 
even though she is no longer a member of council. 
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Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that the rental inspections are ongoing.  He also reported that the 
Borough won two civil suits; one for failure to pay the Borough for work done to 
sidewalks and the other for a property maintenance violation. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 

• Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that the temporary workers with the Street Department 
have removed plaster in the Second Street building.   

• The department’s schedule includes painting the curbing on Elliott Drive; removing 
Christmas trees and Christmas decorations; and repairing potholes. 

• Mr. Slodysko welcomed Ms. Lark to the council and thanked the Sewer Authority 
for purchasing kits that the Street Department is installing which make a smooth 
transition from the street to the manhole cover.  He prefers spending 15 minutes to 
install the kits rather than having to repair the snow plows when the plow hits a 
high manhole cover. 

• Mr. Slodysko will meet with the company who will be installing the brick columns 
at the Second Street playground. 

 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark announced that an article will be placed in the newsletter to explain the 
rate increase for 2008.  The 2008 bills will be mailed in a few weeks. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
No one from the Board was present because the Board was conducting a meeting at the 
Hookies.  The Council is seeking a volunteer to serve on the Board as one of the three 
members-at-large. 
  
Committee Assignments 
Mr. Wolfe announced that he has decided to combine the Property and Recreation 
Committees due to the over-lapping topics.  He also created a “Rules” Committee whose 
job is to review the current laws and make recommendations to the full council.  The 
committee assignments are: 

Finance – Bryan Wolfe, Chairperson; Charles Ditton; Jonathan Rees 
Personnel – Judith Groninger, Chairperson; Charles Ditton; Bryan Wolfe 
Community Development – Darvin Straub, Chairperson; Judith Groninger; Frank 

Wetzel 
Public Safety – Frank Wetzel, Chairperson; Jonathan Rees; Cindy Lark 
Streets – Jonathan Rees, Chairperson; Judith Groninger; Cindy Lark 
Rules – Cindy Lark, Chairperson; Darvin Straub; Frank Wetzel,  

 
Committee Reports 
    Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee would not meet in January. 
     
    Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger moved to continue to employ all non-union employees for 2008-
2009.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger voiced her appreciation for 
the work done by these employees.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Mr. Wolfe appointed Ms. Lark as the Borough’s representative to the Sewer Authority.  
Mrs. Groninger asked Mr. Noon if there could be a conflict of interest.  Discussion ensued.  
Mr. Noon advised that since this is not a voting position on the Sewer Authority, there is 
no conflict of interest. 
 
Committee Reports, continued: 
    Community Development  

The committee decided to set its meeting for the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:00 
p.m.  Mr. Straub stated that the committee would not meet in January. 
 

    Public Safety  
The committee will meet the 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  Mr. Wetzel 
stated that the committee would not meet in January. 
 

    Streets  
The committee meetings were tentatively scheduled for the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m., providing that Mr. Rees agrees.  The Street Committee will not 
meet in January. 

 
    Second Street Change Order 

Mr. Wolfe moved to approve a Change Order to remove the metal chimney liner 
and install a cap on the existing chimney at a cost not to exceed $1,160.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all ayes. 

 
Old Business 

1. A correspondence from James A. Neitz, Sr., Point Township Supervisors, requested 
that the council approve the installation of 4-way stop signs at Queen & 8th Streets 
and King & 8th Streets and a reduced speed limit from 35 miles per hour to 25 miles 
per hour at these locations.  The letter refers to a traffic study that Mr. Neitz 
conducted.  The council requested a copy of the study.   

 
2. Mr. Wolfe noted that the council will meet next Tuesday, January 15th, at 7:00 p.m. 

for a regular meeting.  In June, the council will conduct regular meetings on June 3 
and June 24.  Council will not meet the first week of July due to Pineknotters’ 
Days.  The council will hold a regular meeting on July 15th. 

 
3. The newsletter will be completed by Friday. 
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the minutes from December 4 and December 18, 

2007 council meetings.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. 
Groninger, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Ditton voted aye; Ms. Lark 
abstained.  Motion passed. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the payment of bills.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$29,716.17; Liberty Splashland bills total $11.18; Liquid Fuels bills total 
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$93,750.28; and bills to be paid from the 2nd Street Community Center Grant total 
$26,234.42. 

 
3. Ms. Lark moved to adopt Ordinance 2008-1, the Tax Levy Ordinance.  Mr. Ditton 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  The tax rates remain the same as in 
2007:  General Revenue Purposes – 12.95 mils; Debt Service – 2.675 mils; Fire 
Equipment Purposes – 2.3 mils; Special Road Fund Purposes – 2.5 mils; and 
Recreation – 1.0 mils.   

 
4. Ms. Lark moved to adopt Resolution A-2008, the Schedule of Fees and Penalties.  

Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
5. Mr. Wolfe tabled the request from the Larson Design Group, Inc. to be approved to 

provide the 2008 General Consulting Services. 
 

6. Mrs. Groninger asked about a pre-trial conference that Mr. Shoch was to attend on 
December 4th.  She asked if anyone had information regarding the outcome.  Mr. 
Noon replied that he did not but he would ask Mr. Shoch to respond to the 
question. 

 
7. Mr. Straub announced that the Borough has received a $7,200 recycling grant.  The 

money will be used for the scales that have been purchased and to purchase a 
commercial shredder.  The recycling group is exploring what will be done with the 
shredded paper.  The group did not receive grant money for a tractor trailer for 
storage and does not have excess storage space.   

 
Mayor Brosius asked if residents may take their yard waste to the recycling area for 
disposal.  Mr. Straub replied that the Borough is requesting permission from DEP 
to use a portion of the recycling property for a composting area.  He added that 
Point Township is purchasing a 2 acre lot for yard waste.   
 
Mr. Straub said that the amount of recyclables brought to the center increases every 
week.   
 
Sunbury Lions Club is an additional group of volunteers at the recycling center. 
 

8. Statements of Financial Interest for the State Ethics Commission are due on May 
1st.   

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
January 15, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, Bryan Wolfe, Charles “Bud” 
Ditton, Judith Groninger, and Cynthia Lark.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Timothy 
Fink, Chief of Police; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Jonathan 
Rees was absent due to another commitment. 
 
Public Comment 
Brian Derr, president of Shikellamy Little League, Chris Swanger, vice president of 
Shikellamy Little League requested that the borough help to dig out the batting cage at the 
Acorn Little League Field.  They would like to have stone put down, as was done at the 
Pineknotter Park.  Discussion ensued.   

 
Mr. Wolfe moved to dig out the ground at the batting cage and put stone down, similar to 
the batting cage at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  Mr. Ditton noted that the group should attend the finance meetings when the budget 
is being prepared.   

 
Mr. Swanger requested that the dates for the Sign at King Street Park.  Mayor Brosius read 
the list of dates and locations for the sign up and explained that it is too much to post on 
the sign.  She also does not have enough of some of the numbers.  The information is on 
the Borough website and Mayor Brosius will add “check the website” to the sign.  

 
Mayor Brosius also explained that the Little League Memorial Day parade is posted on the 
sign, but barbeques are not listed because there are too many groups who would make that 
request. 

 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius noted that the police report for December is available to the council. 
Chief Fink reported that the student intern started working with the department yesterday. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Mr. Ditton asked why the rates increased by $67.00.  Ms. Lark replied that the rates were 
increased twice in eleven years.  She added that the annual payment increased from 
$290.40 in 2007 to $348 this year.  One reason for the increase is for the updates that are 
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mandated by DEP.  Payments are due 30 days following the billing date.  The annual 
payment and first quarter payment are due on February 8th.   
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development  

Mr. Straub announced that the committee would not meet next week. 
               

Old Business 
1. Point Township had requested that the council approve 4-way stop signs at Queen 

& 8th and King & 8th Streets and a reduced speed limit at these locations.  Traffic 
Studies have been provided by James A. Neitz, Sr.  Mr. Ditton moved to approve 
the 4-way stop signs at Queen & 8th and King & 8th Streets and to reduce the speed 
limit from 35 to 25 miles per hour.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion 
ensued.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Lark, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Wetzel voted 
aye; Mr. Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 4-2.  

 
2. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve Larson Design Group as the Borough Engineer for 

2008 General Consulting Services.  Mr. Ditton seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 

   
3. The Borough had advertised for bids for a used compost turner.  No bids were 

received.  Mr. Slodysko had been able to locate a used compost turner for $20,000.  
Council had approved this purchase.  A recycling grant has been obtained to pay 
for 90% of the costs for this piece of equipment. 

 
4. Mr. Straub moved to accept the recycling grant of $7,200.  Mr. Wetzel seconded 

the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

5. Mayor Brosius asked when the Borough will begin enforcing the ordinance that 
prohibits truck parking on Borough streets.  Signs have not yet been erected.  The 
solicitor will be consulted to determine if the ordinance may be enforced.   
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Ditton moved to pay the bills.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Discussion 

ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$25,201.12; bills to be paid from the 2nd Street Community Center Grant total 
$4,860; Liberty Splashland bills total $88.20; and Norry Playground Fund bills 
total $1,875. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  



 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
February 5, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Charles “Bud” Ditton, Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; 
Richard Shoch, solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
The fifteen visitors in attendance introduced themselves. The visitors included Boy Scout Troup 
342, along with Troup Leaders Scott Hixson and Ted August. 
   
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an executive session at 7:05 p.m. to discuss personnel and litigation 
issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:10 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that no action was 
required. 
 
Oath of Office 
Mayor Brosius conducted the swearing in of the Fire Chief, James Troup.   
The council noted their appreciation for the firemen who volunteer their time. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported: 

• Sergeant Kriner is attending drug training classes.   
• Officer Boyd is attending vascar school. 
• The parking meters have been tested and some need to be replaced.  Twelve of the new 

meters are not functioning properly.  The company has agreed to replace the meters free 
of charge.  The key to the deposit canister must be replaced.  In addition to the twelve 
meters to be replaced, the department is still short ten meters.  Mrs. Groninger questioned 
if Chief Fink has decided where to eliminate meters until the replacement meters are 
returned.  She recommended that the residential area on Queen Street be left without 
meters until the new meters arrive.  The Borough has purchased meters from two 
companies.  The meters from Duncan cost $150.00, but are the better of the two brands.  
Mayor Brosius explained that only the internal part is of the meters have been replaced.  
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The cases, including the glass windows, have not been replaced and are showing wear.  
Council recommended that the replacement glass be purchased.  New stickers to post the 
hours when meter parking is in effect are also needed.   

• Beginning this week, the Police Chief will send the police calls to the newspaper.   
• Mayor Brosius recently swore in the Fire Police at their meeting.  The council was 

provided with their annual report for 2007.  Mayor Brosius thanked the Fire Police for the 
number of hours that they volunteered for the Borough.  She also noted her thanks to the 
volunteers in the fire companies who ensure a safe community. 

 
Mayor Brosius told the Boy Scouts that volunteers are needed in the Borough.  The Fire 
Companies need volunteers to provide other services besides fighting fires.  People are also 
needed to help in other capacities. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane reported that the Code Office has conducted 31 rental inspections thus far.  They are 
finding a number of violations, such as a lack of batteries in smoke detectors.   
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Rees announced that the committee will meet next Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Thomas Slodysko reported that he and Mr. Ruane have made a list of street work that they 
suggest be considered for work this year. 
 
The Street Department will be working to install the new boat docks this spring.  The crew has 
made a trailer using the old police trailer that will be used to install and remove the docks. 
 
The crew has patched potholes and will continue this work when the cold weather breaks. 
 
The borough crew will install a new water line into the Second Street building.  There is 
currently a ½ inch meter at the building.  The crew will also be installing a water heater in the 
building. 
 
The tar buggy will be fired up this spring to repair streets.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked about the status of new street signs.  Mr. Slodysko stated that he may need to 
find a new company to make the street signs.  He has used budget money in the past to purchase 
posts, and “no parking” signs for throughout the Borough.  Mr. Shoch will research the 
ordinance that prohibits truck parking on Borough streets. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
No report. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Jim Troup reported that the Emergency Services Board met last evening.  A topic of 
discussion was the lack of volunteers.  The firemen spent 1620 man hours last year training.  In 
addition to the training, the volunteers conduct fundraisers, golf tournaments, etc. 
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Mr. Troup invited the Boy Scouts who were in attendance to volunteer with the Fire Department 
as a way to serve the community.  He explained that they have a Junior Firefighters group for 
anyone age 14 and over.  Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact the Borough Office.   
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub announced that the committee will meet on February 26 at 7:00 p.m.  Anyone 
interested in the playground, the Second Street project, and recreation is invited to attend.  
Mr. Straub stated that anyone wishing to help choose colors for inside the building should 
remain after tonight’s meeting. 

     
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee would not meet this month.  Their next meeting 
will be in March. 

     
    Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger reported that the personnel committee met after the January 15th council 
meeting.  They approved a wage increase for part-time officer Dave Donmoyer.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved to approve a wage increase to $16.64 per hour for Dave Donmoyer 
effective January 28, 2008.  She noted that the Police Chief recommended the increase.  
Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Mr. Straub questioned if an increase could be approved 
under the new contract.  Mr. Shoch stated that the changes in the new contract went into 
effect in January of 2007.  The motion was changed to include the contingency that the 
increase be acceptable under the new contract.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
The committee received a letter from Greg Carl regarding the pool and met with him on 
January 22nd at 6:00 p.m.  They were very pleased with his innovations and ideas of ways 
to improve the pool and activities to increase patronage at the pool.   
 

    Public Safety 
 Mr. Wetzel announced that the committee would not meet this month. 
 
    Rules 

Mr. Wolfe suggested that Ms. Lark meet with the mayor to determine if there are any 
issues for the committee to review.  

     
    Streets 

Mr. Wolfe has received several complaints about the water that is pooling on Front Street 
at Prince Street.  Mr. Slodysko spoke to PennDOT and was told that they have refused to 
address the problem.  The property at the corner has a natural spring in the basement and 
the water is pumped out into the street and causes a problem when it freezes.  Since 
PennDOT has paved the street, the water does not reach the catch basin. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if the water is still leaking on Orange Street between Priestley 
Avenue and Water Street.  Mr. Ruane stated that the leak has been fixed. 
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Mayor Brosius noted that spouting on a house at Brickyard and Duke Street is coming 
out into the alley and creates ice at the bottom of Brickyard, posing a problem to 
motorists. 

        
Old Business 

1. The council had approved the request from Point Township to install four-way stop signs 
at Queen & 8th Streets and King & 8th Streets and to reduce the speed limit at these 
locations.  There had been a question of the traffic study conducted by the township.  Mr. 
Shoch will discuss the traffic study with Mr. Neitz.   

 
New Business 

1. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of January 7 and January 15, 2008.  Mr. Ditton 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Lark, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Ditton and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; Mr. Rees abstained.  Motion passed 6-0 with one 
abstention. 

 
2. Mr. Ditton moved to approve the payment of the bills.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  

Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve payment of the bills.  Bills 
to be paid from the General Fund total $24,297.19; Liberty Splashland bills total $11.25; 
bills to be paid from the Parking Meter fund total $117.90 and bills to be paid from the 
Second Street Grant total $51,171.44. 

 
3. Mr. Straub requested permission to attend a parks and recreation academy consisting of 

three evenings in March and April sponsored by DCNR.  He asked that the Borough pay 
the $75 fee and stated that he would pay for his transportation.  Mr. Wolfe so moved.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Ms. Lark acknowledged the email from Kim King, of the Priestley-Forsyth Memorial 

Library.  Ms. King requested permission for the library to use the King Street Park to host 
the “Bug Mobile” in July.  Ms. Lark moved to approve the request.  Mr. Rees seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mayor Brosius noted that the street department has difficulty plowing on Elliott Drive 

because residents park on both sides of the street.  The office will send letters to the 
residents, requesting that they park on one side of the street during snow storms so the 
plows can get through.  Mr. Wetzel had phone calls from residents on Riverview about 
residents from Washington Avenue parking on Riverview during snow storms.  It was 
noted that there are no restrictions to parking on Riverview. 

 
Mr. Ditton moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  



 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
March 4, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members in attendance were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Jonathan Rees, 
Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; 
Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Thomas Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  Council member Charles “Bud” Ditton was absent due to illness. 
 
The five visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Dave Bogovich informed the council that the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company 
is in the process of filing a tax exempt request with the IRS and requested that the Borough 
provide a letter stating that the company is an entity of the Borough.   
 
Middle Atlantic Inspections & Building Inspection Underwriters – Steve Merrick 
Mr. Steve Merrick, an employee of MAI and BIU, introduced himself and told the council 
that he has been working with the Borough to conduct electrical inspections for new 
construction.  Building Inspection Underwriters provides inspection service for both 
residential and commercial properties.  Mr. Jerry Farro explained that when BIU conducts 
a commercial inspection, the company includes a fee for the Borough.  The company 
provides all the paperwork and provides the permits. The Borough’s code officer would 
administer the paperwork.  He provided the council with a contract, explaining that the 
contract binds the company to the Borough, but does not bind the Borough to the company.  
The contract also stipulates the amount of insurance coverage that is to be maintained by 
BUI.  The Borough would receive 15% of the permit fee and may charge an additional 
administrative fee.  The fee schedule is included in the contract.  The fees are based on the 
square footage of the building.  The cost is comparable to that of the Keystone COG.  Four 
inspectors work for the company.  Paul Ruane explained that the Keystone COG does not 
perform residential inspections, whereas, this company does.  He also stated that the 
Borough receives no portion of the fee that is charged by the Keystone COG.  Mr. Farro 
added that the company provides timely service, often same-day service.  The company 
has people who are qualified in all disciplines and also has their own hearing board.  Mr. 
Merrill added that he has been working in the Borough for the past year conducting 
electrical inspections and suggested that the council check into the residents’ satisfaction.  
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Mr. Wolfe asked the Rules Committee to review the contract and make a recommendation 
to the council.   
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius recognized Paul Geise for his service to the community.  Mr. Geise 
recently passed away.  Mayor Brosius commented that Mr. Geise was a friend to the 
borough, and asked that the following be read into the record, “For 60 plus years Mr. Geise 
volunteered as a firefighter and at least 50 plus years as a fire policeman.  His smiling face 
and fine example will be sadly missed at many of our community events and we send our 
condolences to his family.” 
 
Mayor Brosius noted that the police report is provided to council.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that the Zoning Hearing Board has approved a request from Dave 
Snyder to renovate the Duke Street Hotel to an apartment house with three apartments.  
The property is located in the commercial district.  There is off-street parking at the 
property.  Mr. Snyder plans to repair the building. 
 
Mr. Ruane requested that Mr. Shoch file a citation against a property owner who did not 
show for the inspections scheduled for his apartments.   
 
Mr. Ruane stated that the code office is averaging 17 inspections a month.  He noted that 
lack of smoke detectors and GFI receptacles are two violations that occur quite often. 
Depending upon the condition of the properties, the code office schedules the next 
inspection in one, two, or three years.   
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko has been exploring the possibility of making street signs.  He has contacted 
several companies and is waiting to hear back from one.  All signs must be made with a 
reflective material, per a new state law. 
 
Mr. Slodysko has received a lower offer for the sealer material from a local company.   
 
The crew is filling potholes and will soon be bringing out the street sweeper.   
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that the Sewer Authority is proceeding with the corrective action plan so 
the moratorium can be lifted.  Currently no permits are available.  When the project goes 
out for bid, five permits will be made available.  The bids will be out by the end of the 
month.  Currently, no one is waiting for a sewer permit.  The Sewer Authority owns the 
land at SUNCOM parking lot where the new pump station will be constructed.  Ms. Lark 
stated that the property had been surveyed. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Jim Troup reported that there is a vacant position on the Emergency Services Board.  
Mr.  Henry Hullihen and Mr. Bob Sabol had volunteered.  Mr. Wolfe replied that Mr. 
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Sabol brought to the council’s attention that he is on the Zoning Board and, therefore, is 
not eligible to be on other committees.  Mr. Troup replied that Mr. Hullihen is a retired 
police officer and he feels that he would be an asset to the board.  Mr. Wolfe requested that 
Mr. Hullihen be invited to attend the work session on March 19 so council may meet him. 
 
Committee Reports 
       Community Development 

Mr. Straub reported that the committee met on February 26 and toured the Second 
Street building.  The committee asked for a price to install plastic laminate on the 
walls instead of the fiberglass panel.   
 
Mr. Straub moved that the council approve the four change orders that were 
presented by the architect.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  The change 
orders are 1. installation of hang fire-rated hung tile ceiling in the hallways for 
$2,200.00; 2. addition of power wiring to the Electric Water Heater in the 1st floor 
janitor’s closet for $335.00;  3. removal of the painting of interior walls (credit of 
$1,995.00); 4. use of plastic laminate wall panels in lieu of FRP panels in restrooms 
for $625.00.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee would be responsible 
for determining where the additional $1,165 could be obtained.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  
 
Mr. Wolfe suggested looking into having a key card system instead of locks on the 
doors.  Mr. Straub stated that he would check with the architect on pricing. 

 
Mr. Troup asked why the council is considering renting out the building.  Mayor 
Brosius explained that the plan is to use the building for a community center, with 
an area for the police department.  A portion of the building may be rented to help 
pay for the expenses.  Mr. Troup asked if there is a possibility of obtaining a room 
for the fire police/fire department/EMA.  Mayor Brosius responded that a group has 
also requested room for a history museum.  Mr. Wolfe added that the council wants 
feedback on the use of the building.  The emphasis is not on renting the building, 
but there are a number of classrooms that could be rented to help pay the utilities.  
Mr. Straub explained that this $400,000 grant is used for replacing the exterior 
doors and windows and renovating the four classrooms and restrooms at either end 
of the gym.    
 

       Finance 
The committee will meet on March 20.   
 

       Personnel - No report 
 

       Public Safety - No report 
 

       Rules  
Ms. Lark announced that the committee would meet at 6:00 p.m. on March 20th to 
review the flood management ordinance and the contract from BIU for inspections. 
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       Streets 
The Street Committee met last month.  The work planned for this year is to replace 
storm drains and curbing on Sixth Street.   

   
Old Business 

1. The Borough has received a correspondence from PMRS regarding the uniform 
plan and the contribution rate.  Mr. Shoch informed council that the police contract 
is completed, with the exception of the police retirement funding.  PMRS will be 
contacted to meet with the solicitor to discuss the arbitration ruling.  

 
2. Mayor Brosius asked about the dumpster located on the property at Queen and 

Water Streets.  The property owner has told the code office that he would replace 
the dumpster with individual garbage cans.  Mayor Brosius noted that the Rules 
Committee should review the ordinance which she believes states that a dumpster 
may not be situated in a front yard.   

 
Mayor Brosius informed the code officer that there is a dumpster sitting on 
Wheatley Avenue, close to Fifth Street.  Mr. Straub noted a dumpster that sits on 
Sheetz Avenue.   

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Straub moved to approve the minutes of February 5, 2008.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve payment of the bills.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  

An addition bill of $346.64 for Eugene Brosius for a zoning hearing was added to 
the list of bills.  Mr. Slodysko requested that the bill for Bradco Supply Co. be held 
until a credit is issued.  Mr. Wetzel and Ms. Lark approved the changes to the bill 
list for the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General 
Fund total $31,529.10; Liberty Splashland bills total $32.63; Parking Meter bills 
total $29.14; and bills to be paid from the 2nd Street Community Center grant 
account total $58,743.76. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe read a resolution provided by the Pennsylvania State Association of 

Boroughs that expresses the Borough’s opposition to Senate Bill 596.  According to 
the PSAB, Senate Bill 596 strains municipal pension plans by stripping 
municipalities of their pension plans and creating a statewide local oversight board 
under the State Employee Retirement System.  Mr. Wolfe moved, and Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion to adopt Resolution B-2008.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
4. Ann August has been examining the procedures for establishing a non-profit 

corporation for the Borough and committees to apply for grant funding that 
requires the recipients be a charitable corporation under §501 (c)(3).  Information 
about establishing a non-profit corporation was provided to council.  Mr. Wolfe 
tabled action until the council has more time to review the information. 
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5. Information about AmeriCorps was provided to the council.  The agency provides 
an individual to work full-time, part-time, or for a summer position at a minimal 
cost to the Borough.  Mr. Straub and Mr. Wetzel moved and seconded a motion to 
apply for a summer employee whose job description would include programming 
for the 2nd Street Community Center and special events such as Lemonade Day, the 
Corn Festival, and the basketball tournament.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6. Greater Susquehanna Valley United Way Days of Caring is scheduled for April 18 

and 19.  Mayor Brosius asked that Mr. Slodysko supervise the volunteers.   
 
7. Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. Slodysko has had time to inspect the gazebo.  Mr. 

Slodysko stated that the columns are beginning to twist.  It was recommended that 
Feasters be contacted. 

 
8. Mr. Slodysko has passed the pesticide course and is licensed to use pesticides in the 

Borough. 
 

9. Mrs. Groninger noted that the police report is worthwhile reading.  She said that a 
name that is mentioned frequently is our new officer Scott Boyd.  He has made 
numerous traffic stops and security checks as recorded in the police report.   

 
10. Chief Fink stated that the History Day committee would like to have open hearth 

cooking in the park.  He requested permission to take up a portion of the sod for the 
hearth and replace it following the event.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the burning 
ordinance does not apply to outdoor cooking. 

 
11. Mr. Shoch noted that signs are required at each end of the designated streets in 

order to enforce the ordinance that prohibits truck parking on borough streets.  Mr. 
Straub noted that for a first violation, a warning will be issued.  Second and 
subsequent violations will result in a fine.   

 
12. Mr. Shoch stated that a motion is required to advertise an ordinance that includes 

two additional streets where trucks may travel.  Ms. Lark and Mrs. Groninger so 
moved and seconded.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Straub moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
April 1, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Darvin Straub, Frank 
Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius, Richard 
Shoch, Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement 
Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
Council member Jonathan Rees was absent. 
 
President’s Message 
Mr. Wolfe read the following Proclamation: 
 

Borough of Northumberland, Pennsylvania 
Proclamation 

April 3, 2008 is Charles “Bud” Ditton Day 
 
Whereas, Charles “Bud” Ditton served faithfully on the Borough of 
Northumberland Council from 1999-2008, and 
 
Whereas, Mr. Ditton helped improve the Borough through his commitment, 
insight and dedication, 
 
Whereas, Mr. Ditton served the Borough with distinction, persuasion, detail 
and yes, feistiness to improve our community, 
 
Whereas, Mr. Ditton who left his family, friends, and neighbors on March 8, 
2008 to be in a better place after a courageous battle with cancer, 
 
After having been born on April 3, 1939, and lived nearly sixty-nine years, 
Whereas, Mr. Ditton will be missed by all, 
 
Now, therefore, The Borough of Northumberland does hereby proclaim 
As 
 
CHARLES “BUD” DITTON DAY 
 
In the Borough of Northumberland on Thursday, April 3, 2008, his 
birthday. 
 
Dated this 1st day of April 2008. 
_______________________                         _______________________ 
  Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius            President Bryan M. Wolfe 
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Mr. Wolfe and Mrs. Groninger moved and seconded that the proclamation be approved.  
The proclamation was approved unanimously. 
 
Election of Vice President 
Mr. Straub nominated Jonathan Rees as Vice President.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
nomination.  Mr. Wetzel nominated Darvin Straub as Vice President.  Ms. Lark seconded 
the nomination.  Mrs. Groninger moved to close the nominations.  Roll call vote was taken.  
Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, and Ms. Lark voted for Mr. Rees; Mr. Wetzel 
voted for Mr. Straub.  Mr. Rees was named Vice President. 
 
Vacant Council Seat 
Mr. Robert Long applied for the vacant council seat.  The term will run through December 
2009.  Mr. Long stated that since his wife had been a council member, he is aware of the 
responsibilities of the office.  Mrs. Groninger asked if Mr. Long would be available for 
meetings.  He replied that he would.  Mayor Brosius noted that Mr. Long has volunteered 
his time at numerous events and would be an asset to the Borough as a council member.  
Mr. Wolfe moved to appoint Mr. Long to the council.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote was unanimously approved.  
 
Invocation 
Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
New Committee Assignments 
Mr. Wolfe announced the following new committee assignments: 
Finance – new member Judy Groninger, joining Bryan Wolfe and Jonathan Rees 
Personnel – new member Jonathan Rees, joining Judy Groninger and Bryan Wolfe 
Community Development – new Bob Long, replacing Judy Groninger, joining Darvin 
Straub and Frank Wetzel 
Public Safety – new member Bob Long, replacing Jonathan Rees, joining Frank Wetzel 
and Darvin Straub 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Walter Baron introduced himself and explained that he was present to speak for Mr. 
Bart.  Mr. and Mrs. Bart live at 33 Elliott Drive and have lived there for 33 years.  The 
Bart’s wish to have the yellow line that was painted on the curbing in front of their home 
removed.  It was explained that the line was painted due to a safety issue.  If a vehicle is 
parked along the curb that was painted yellow, anyone exiting a private driveway could not 
see oncoming traffic.  Mr. Baron provided pictures to the council, showing where the 
Bart’s parked their car along the edge of their driveway.  Mrs. Groninger stated that a 
number of years ago, the Borough made a decision not to paint driveways.  However, since 
this problem was brought to their attention, the council voted to paint this driveway.  She 
added that no one may park in front of a driveway, including the property owner.  Mr. 
Baron also stated that the owners of the private drive had paved a portion of the Bart’s 
property when the driveway was repaved.  Mr. Shoch requested that Mr. Baron leave their 
information with the council.  He added that the issue of the encroachment of the driveway 
is a private matter.  Mayor Brosius stated that Elliot Drive is not wide enough for two cars 
to pass if someone is parked along the curb in this development.   
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Mr. Wolfe stated that the council would discuss the issue in Executive Session. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned to an executive session at 7:40 p.m. to discuss legal issues.  Mr. 
Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 7:45 p.m.  No action was required. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that Chief Fink has researched options for posting signs in the 
school zone areas at C. W. Rice Middle School and the Northumberland Christian School.  
Mr. Shoch recommended that PennDOT be contacted for information.  Mayor Brosius 
recommended that the Public Safety Committee address the topic at their April meeting so 
that the signs can be in place before the next school year.  Chief Fink will contact 
PennDOT to obtain the requirements for school zones.  Mr. Shoch stated that the 
information required would include the length of the school zones.  Mayor Brosius added 
that an ordinance may be required to designate the area.   
 
Chief Fink reported that the Fire Police have expressed an interest in obtaining the old 
police radios.  Council approved. 
 
Matthew Godlewski, a Borough resident, has requested the opportunity to be a police 
intern.  Chief Fink stated that the current intern, Jason Raynes, will soon complete his 
internship. 
 
Mr. Wetzel asked if the police plan to have DUI checkpoints this year.  Chief Fink replied 
that they plan to do so, in addition to the Safe Driver program. 
 
The police department accreditation report has been given to the solicitor to review. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity for Code Office for the past month.  The police 
have been reporting violations at rental properties to the Code Office.  The Code Office 
then sends letters to the property owner to inform them that the police were at their 
property.  It’s up to the landlord to contact the police if they would like additional 
information. 
 
Ms. Lark stated that the Rules Committee reviewed the proposal from the Building 
Inspection Underwriters, Inc.  The committee recommends that the council appoint the 
company to conduct commercial inspections and as a backup for Paul Ruane for residential 
inspections.  Ms. Lark made this motion.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 

• Mr. Thomas Slodysko reported that the street department is currently building the 
retaining wall at the playground.  He has contracted the work to grind out the large 
tree stump that was located in the playground.  Two storm pipes that run through 
the playground will be replaced. 

• The floor in the bucket truck will be replaced for $500. 
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• The crew will be working on the storm drains on Sixth Street.  The Sewer 
Authority will camera the storm drains along with their sewer lines.   

• Mr. Slodysko reported that there have been problems with the pond in King Street 
Park.  A number of fish had died.  To determine the cause, Mr. Slodysko had the 
water tested and it is not contaminated.   

• Mr. Slodysko noted that he is waiting to hear the legal wording for the street signs 
to limit truck traffic on borough streets. 

• Mr. Slodysko has been working with Greg Carl to get the pool ready for the season. 
• The crew has been conducting spring cleanup at the various borough properties. 
• Mr. Slodysko addressed the landscaping on Sheetz Avenue along the basketball 

court at the 2nd Street Playground.  He stated that the spindly green bushes make it 
difficult to cut the grass and would like to remove them. 

• The company that sprays the trees will be contacted to spray the fruit trees in the 
downtown area. 

 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that the authority is in the process of working with DEP on their project 
of increasing the capacity of the pump station on Queen Street and increasing the size of 
the force main from the pump station to the plant. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
The council met with Henry Hullihen who has volunteered to serve as a resident-at-large 
on the Board.  Ms. Lark and Mr. Straub moved and seconded that Mr. Hullihen be 
appointed to the Emergency Services Board to replace Eben Gibbs.  The term will expire 
in 2011.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mrs. Lark moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded a motion to accept Mr. Gibbs’s resignation 
with deepest regret.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub announced that the committee would meet on April 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 
(Note:  The meeting was postponed to April 29th, due to Election Day.) 

     
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe reported that the committee met two weeks ago.  He added that the 
Borough did not have to borrow money for the first three months.  The tax money 
has started coming in. 

     
    Personnel  

Mr. Wolfe noted that Ann Roll’s position on the Appeal’s Board has expired.  Mr. 
Wetzel moved to reappoint Mrs. Roll to the Appeals Board for the term ending 
January 31, 2011.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

     
    Public Safety 
 Mr. Wetzel announced that the committee would meet on April 22nd at 6:30 p.m. 
     (Note:  The committee did not meet due to Election Day.) 
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    Rules 
Ms. Lark announced that the committee would meet on April 15th at 6:00 and will 
begin meeting on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. until further notice. 
 

    Streets 
Mrs. Groninger announced that the committee would hold their regularly scheduled 
meeting on April 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

        
Old Business 

1. AmeriCorps – The office was informed that summer positions through AmeriCorps 
have all been filled.  A representative from AmeriCorps will be meeting with 
borough personnel on April 3 at 10:00 a.m. to discuss the possibility of a part-time 
position.  The part-time positions run from August to July.     

 
2. Representatives from Benecon are scheduled to meet on Friday, April 4 at 1:00 

p.m. with Borough personnel to discuss the Pennsylvania Municipal Health 
Insurance Cooperative.  

 
3. Representatives from PMRS are working on a resolution for the Borough regarding 

the Police Pension plan and the members’ contribution.  They will meet with 
borough personnel on April 11 at 10:00 p.m.  

 
4. Mr. Straub stated that at the last work session, he requested that the council 

consider joining Sunbury and Point Township in an application for a recycling 
grant to purchase a belt shredder to process yard waste. 

 
Mr. Straub moved to approve the allocation of $2,500 to $3,000 as one fourth of 
the 10% match for a belt shredder to process yard waste to be shared with Sunbury 
and Point Township.  Sunbury will match one half of the 10% and Point Township 
will match the other quarter.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 

 
5. Mr. Straub and Mr. Slodysko have discussed conducting brush pickups through the 

summer months.  Mr. Straub moved to begin the pickup in May.  Mr. Long 
seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, 
Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Lark, and Mr. Long voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion 
passed 5-1. 

 
6. Articles for the Spring issue of the Pineknotter News are due on April 4. 
 

New Business 
1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of bills.  Ms. Lark seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$33,767.69; bills to be paid from the Parking Meter account total $1,515.60; bills to 
be paid from the 2nd Street Community Center Grant total $32,347.63; Liberty 
Splashland bills total $197.36; and bills to be paid from the Norry Playground Fund 
total $876.20. 
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2. Ms. Lark moved to approve the American Red Cross request to use Liberty 
Splashland on June 16-27 and July 4, 2008 at a cost of $600.  Mr. Long seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Greg Carl presented a request to advertise Liberty Splashland on a billboard 

along Route 11, near the railroad underpass.  He explained to the council that the 
pool would utilize the billboard during the summer months and that the space could 
be rented to local businesses during the remaining months.  Mr. Carl suggested that 
the rent be set at $600 for 2 months.  He also requested permission to have two 
trees removed at the location where the billboard will be erected.  The cost to have 
a professional tree service remove the tree is $1,200.  Mr. Carl suggested that the 
pool could contribute $400 toward the tree removal with the additional funding 
coming from the advertising fee.  The cost for the billboard sign is around $400.  
Mr. Carl would also like to add space at the bottom of the billboard to display 
banners advertising various events such as Pineknotters’ Days, Lemonade Day, etc.   

 
Ms. Lark moved to approve the billboard for Liberty Splashland, per Mr. Carl’s 
request.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
4. M. David Hummel, Northumberland County Field Assessor, requested that the 

Borough refund overpayment of taxes of $534.98 for the past six years on two 
parcels owned by James R. and Velma M. Malloy.  According to Mr. Hummel, 
when the properties were assessed in the mid 1990’s, they were assessed with 
basements.  After recently examining the properties, it was found that they were 
built on concrete slabs.  Mr. Wetzel moved that the Borough refund the requested 
tax amount of $534.98 to the Malloy’s.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Discussion ensued regarding how many years of back taxes are required to be 
refunded.  Mr. Shoch noted that the limitation for permit fees is three years.  Roll 
call vote:  Ms. Lark, Mr. Long, and Mr. Wetzel voted aye; Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, 
and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  The question arose as to whether or not the Mayor 
may break a tie in matters concerning finances.  Mr. Shoch will research the issue.  
Since the vote was a 3-3 tie, the motion died.  Mr. Wolfe requested that Mr. Shoch 
also determine how many years of back taxes must be reimbursed to the property 
owners. 

      
5. Penn Valley Airport has requested that the Borough contribute the budgeted 

amount of $600 as soon as possible.  Council approved that the donation be sent. 
 

6. Mr. Straub stated that he was approached by a citizen asking why the Borough does 
not have a Senior Citizen rate for Liberty Splashland passes.  Sunbury, Milton, and 
Lewisburg have senior citizen rates for annual passes.  It was noted that the Liberty 
Splashland has a daily senior citizen rate of $2.00, which is half the regular rate.  A 
10% discount is offered to anyone who purchases the passes before May 15.  Mr. 
Straub moved to establish a $50 rate for senior citizen passes, with no early 
purchase discount.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Straub 
and Mr. Wetzel voted aye.  Mr. Long, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger and Ms. Lark 
voted nay.  Motion failed 2-4. 
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7. Mayor Brosius asked if PennDOT worked on Duke Street this weekend.  Mr. 
Ruane stated that they did some work close to the underpass. 

 
8. Mayor Brosius noted that the Borough has cited two property owners for work that 

was done by the Borough to put the properties in compliance with the ordinances.  
Discussion ensued about putting liens on the properties. 

 
9. Mr. Ruane read a plaque that was presented to the Borough from FEMA for 

participating in the National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
May 6, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, 
Frank Wetzel, and Bryan M. Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Richard Shoch, 
Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police, Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Judith Groninger was absent 
due to illness. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Bob Troxell noted that the guard rails on the King Street bridge between 7th Street and 
8th Street are unsafe.  He would like to see the repairs made so no one gets hurt.   
 
Mr. Troxell questioned when the owner of the property at 7th and Orange Streets must 
clean up the property and install sidewalks.  He said that there is an unlicensed truck and 
garbage in the backyard.  Mr. Ruane stated that he may not enter private property and is 
not aware of violations that he cannot see from the street.  Mr. Troxell gave Mr. Ruane 
permission to go on his property to view the neighbor’s backyard.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
he would like the Borough to install the sidewalks where property owners haven’t 
complied and put a lien on the properties.    
 
Mr. Troxell questioned why a borough truck is being used for personal use.  He stated that 
he has seen a borough employee driving the truck after working hours.  He also asked why 
the Borough signs are not on the sides of the truck.   
 
In response to Mr. Troxell’s questions, Mr. Wolfe moved that for every property that is not 
up to compliance with the sidewalk ordinance within sixty days, the Borough will have 
new sidewalks installed and put liens on the properties.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the personnel issue would be discussed in Executive Session.   
   
Pennsylvania Municipal Health Insurance Cooperative 
Robin Richardson, representing the Pennsylvania Municipal Health Insurance Cooperative, 
explained the purchase of health insurance through modified self-funding arrangements.  
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She noted that with this insurance, the Borough would have the benefits of self-funding 
without the risks.  Instead of belonging to a health insurance carrier, the claims fund 
belongs to the Borough. The insurance and administration is through Capital Blue Cross.  
The insurance works the same for the employee as if they had a fully-insured capital Blue 
Cross policy.  There are currently over 100 municipalities in the cooperative.  Instead of a 
Health Maintenance Organization (HMO) like Geisinger Health Plan, the insurance would 
be a Preferred Provider Organization (PPO).  Ms. Richardson explained that the increase in 
annual renewals is about 5-10%. Ms. Richardson added that the company requires a 30 day 
notice to establish the insurance plan for the group.  An ordinance and agreement must be 
signed.  However, this may be done during the 30 day period. GHP also requires a 30 day 
cancellation notice.  If the Borough changes plans on July 1, the minimum savings would 
be $5,796.72 for the Borough and Sewer Authority.  If the claims are as predicted, the 
savings would be over $23,000.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the new policy must be presented to 
the unions.  This plan is equal to or better than the current plan.  Mr. Wolfe requested a 
letter be sent to the union representatives.   In addition to full-time employees, retired 
police officers may remain on the insurance plan.  Borough officials may also obtain health 
insurance through the cooperative.   
 
Ms. Lark and Mr. Wetzel moved and seconded that the Borough change its health 
insurance provider to the Pennsylvania Municipal Health Insurance Cooperative on July 
1st, contingent upon the unions’ reviews.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve the 
motion.   
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:25 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe reconvened 
the meeting at 7:44 p.m.  Personnel and litigation issues were discussed.  No action was 
required. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane stated that he appreciates the information from Mr. Troxell and will check 
on the property at 7th and Orange Streets.  Mr. Ruane added that the Code Office has been 
working on property maintenance issues, but it is difficult to see into some backyards 
because the Code Officer may not go on private property without permission. 
The rental inspections are going well.  The Code Office sends reports to landlords 
whenever the police are called to their property. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the authority is moving on their pump station project.     
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the Board did meet last night.  No one from the Board was 
present at the council meeting to provide additional information. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that she attended a D.A.R.E. class with Chief Fink.   
 
This Friday, Chief Fink reported that Lt. Dave Peifer from the Delaware County D.A. 
office will show officers how to put on a demonstration about Internet Crimes Against 
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Children (ICAC).  Lt. Peifer will be at the C.W. Rice Middle School at 1:30 on Friday to 
present the program to those students. 
 
Alex Nichols, a criminal justice major attending Temple University, has requested to be an 
intern with the police department.  Mr. Rees and Mr. Long moved and seconded to 
approve the request.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
  
Mayor Brosius attended a work session regarding gangs and drugs that are coming into the 
area.  The meeting was held by a group of boroughs in the Columbia-Montour County 
area.   
 
The community clean-up on April 18 and 19 was successful.  The Greater Susquehanna 
Valley United Way volunteers from the Daily Item worked at the railroad underpass on 
Friday, the 18th, and student volunteers from Susquehanna University assisted at Liberty 
Splashland on Saturday, the 19th. 
 
The 2nd Street Community Center Yard Sale has been postponed until the workers are out 
of the building. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub has attended a seminar conducted by DCNR in Enola.   
 
The committee will meet on May 27th at 8:00 p.m. At the last meeting the 
committee decided to contact several colleges to learn if there would be interest 
holding in off-campus classes in the building.  The painting in the building will be 
done by volunteers.  
 
The playground committee is determining how to display the bricks that will be 
purchased for the playground at 2nd Street.  Mayor Brosius stated that she would be 
meeting with Noelle Long to review the engraving for the bricks.   

     
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee will meet in June and begin the 2009 
budget in August. 

 
    Personnel  
 No report 
     
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel stated that the committee would meet this month to discuss the school 
zones and a neighborhood crime watch program.   

 
Mayor Brosius asked if a sub-committee of the Emergency services Board could 
meet on the fourth Monday of each month in the Borough Building.  Currently, no 
one meets here on that day. 
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    Rules 
 Ms. Lark announced that the committee will meet on May 20th.   
 
    Streets 

Mr. Rees stated that the committee will meet next week to discuss the King Street 
bridge.  Mr. Straub stated that this bridge is owned by the county and that they had 
been asked to look at it several years ago.  Mayor Brosius stated that Mr. Gallo had 
contacted her about the brush that is building up along the creek in this area.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated that there are places throughout the Borough that are unopened alleys.  
The county engineering office will be contacted about the bridge. 

 
Mr. Ruane reported that the water company will be repairing the water line on 
Orange Street between Water Street and Priestley Avenue.  They will repave the 
streets.   

        
Old Business 

1. Mr. Straub moved to adopt Ordinance 2008-2.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  
This ordinance adds Strawbridge Road and Prince Street from Strawbridge Road to 
Front Street as streets designated for truck traffic.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. AmeriCorps 

The Borough has applied for a person to work part-time, beginning in August for 
one year.  The job description is to develop programming at the 2nd Street 
Community Center and to enlist volunteers. 
  

3. PennDOT Traffic Unit has provided information regarding school zones.  The 
Public Safety Committee will review the information from PennDOT. 

 
4. The Rules Committee recommends that the ordinance addressing bicycles, 

skateboards, scooters, etc. be amended to include the Second Street Playground and 
to designate the hours when the playground is open from sunrise to sunset.  Ms. 
Lark so moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call 
vote was unanimous to approve.   

 
5. Mr. Wolfe noted that Andrew Bart has requested that the Borough remove the 

yellow line that was painted on the curb in front of his driveway.  Mr. Wolfe added 
that since the crew painted the line, it has been learned that the yellow line is not 
necessary because it is illegal to park in front of a driveway according to the 
vehicle code.   

 
New Business 

1. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2008 council meeting.  Mr. 
Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Lark, Mr. Rees, Mr. 
Straub, and Mr. Wetzel voted aye; Mr. Long abstained.  Motion passed 5-0 with 
one abstention. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve payment of bills, including a bill for fencing for the 

2nd Street Playground.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote 
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– All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $53,700.13; Liberty 
Splashland bills total $4,335.58; bills to be paid from the 2nd Street Community 
Center Grant are $69,079.80; and Norry Playground bills are $4,627.91. 

 
3. Mr. Rees moved and Mr. Long seconded a motion to adopt Resolution B-2008.  

This resolution approved Janice Bowman as the designated signer for the DCNR 
grant signature page.  The grant request is for the gymnasium and multi-purpose 
room at the 2nd Street Community Center. 

 
4. Ms. Lark and Mr. Wetzel moved and seconded Resolution C-2008.  This resolution 

authorizes Bryan Wolfe, Jonathan Rees, Jane Sanders-Ressler, and Janice Bowman 
to be signers for the bank accounts at the Northumberland National Bank. 

 
5. Mr. Long moved and Mr. Rees seconded the transfer of the 2008 budgeted amount 

of funding to Liberty Splashland.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

6. The Degenstein Foundation has offered to sponsor “Music in the Park” by Billy D. 
and Rosie for several Friday and Saturday evenings this summer.  The group will 
be playing in other towns as well.  The Degenstein Foundation will advertise the 
dates.  Mr. Straub will check on the Pineknotter Days schedule for the 4th of July 
and the Degenstein Foundation will be contacted with a response for requested 
dates. 

 
7. Mr. Wolfe moved to put the gazebo work out for bids, with the condition that the 

Borough may reject all bids.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  The bids will be 
due on July 15th.  Wolfe Associates has been asked to provide the specifications for 
the bid.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
8. Mr. Wolfe noted that the council will hold regular meetings twice in June, June 3 

and June 24.  The July council meeting will be on July 15.  No work sessions will 
be held either month. 

 
9. Mr. Rees asked about the status of the ordinance for the stop signs on 8th Street.  

Mr. Shoch stated that the council is waiting for a traffic study from Point 
Township.  The council has not voted to advertise the ordinance. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
June 3, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Council member Darvin Straub offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Darvin Straub, and Bryan 
Wolfe.  Others present were Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Mayor Gretchen Brosius, Council members Robert Long, 
Jonathan Rees and Frank Wetzel were absent.   
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Tamara Runyan informed the council about two separate attacks by cats, one on her 
cat and one on her dog.  Ms. Runyan attended the work session on May 20th and requested 
that the council adopt an ordinance addressing the cat issue.  A sample ordinance has been 
obtained from the Borough’s Association.  The Rules Committee will review the ordinance 
and make a recommendation.   
 
Council member Frank Wetzel arrived at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss personnel 
issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:35 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that, as discussed in 
the Executive Session, based on some issues that have occurred with some employees, the 
council is reprimanding them and docking their pay.  He requested a motion to send letters 
to the employees stating the reasons for the reprimand and council’s actions.  Mrs. 
Groninger and Ms. Lark so moved and seconded.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko thanked the council for their concern over his surgery several weeks 
ago.   
 
He reported that the Street Department has been maintaining the grass on Borough 
property and repairing streets, noting the work that was done at the end of the Old Danville 
Highway. 
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Equipment was not available last week in order to work on the playground.  The work will 
continue when the equipment is available. 
 
Mr. Slodysko stated that he will be out of town on Friday and Monday. 
 
The Street Department collected three full dump truck loads of yard waste this week.  
Several people had not conformed to the guidelines in the newsletter so those items were 
not picked up.  The next pickup is in two weeks.  At that time, yard waste will be picked 
up along the numbered streets in the Borough.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that over 100 rental inspections have been conducted so far this 
year.  The new owner of the former Duke Street hotel has been renovating the building and 
improving the property. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the Authority’s pump station project has been put out for bid.  
Once the project is completed, the moratorium on the new sewer permits will be lifted.   
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Darvin Straub reported that the committee met with two representatives from 
Point Township to discuss a joint recreation committee.  The LARA agreement has 
been obtained to review. 
 
Wilkes University has an appointment to see the 2nd Street Building on August 15th 
and Bloomsburg University would like to see the classrooms as soon as they are 
completed.  The classrooms will be completed by the end of June except for the 
painting.  One contractor has been contacted to submit an estimate for the painting.  
Another option is to have volunteers paint the rooms. 
      
Mr. Straub stated that a realtor told him that the rooms are not rentable for offices 
because of the playground.  He asked if a realtor should be contacted about the 
Borough building for rental purposes or to sell it.  Council discussed the possible 
use of the building and maintenance of the property. 
 
Mr. Wolfe suggested holding the July 15th council meeting at the 2nd Street 
building.  Council will meet on June 24th, July 15th (at 2nd Street), and August 5th.   
 
Mr. Straub stated that the job progress meeting will be held on Thursday morning 
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The Anselmo Trust Fund and Savidge Trust have donated funding to the Borough 
for a scoreboard for use at Pineknotter Park.  Since the cost estimates for the 
scoreboard are in excess of $10,000, the Borough must put the item out for bid.  
Mr. Shoch advised that if the trustees of the funds would prefer to purchase the 
scoreboard, they could do so and donate the item to the Borough instead of the 
money.   
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Ms. Lark moved to put the scoreboard out for bid, or have the trust funds purchase 
and donate the scoreboard.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
  
Mr. Straub announced that the next committee meeting would be on July 22.  The 
June meeting is cancelled since the council will hold a regular meeting that 
evening. 
 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe noted that the Financial Statement for 2007 has been received from the 
auditor.  Mr. Wolfe advised that the council would vote to accept the audit at the 
June 24th meeting.  He noted that the audit states that the Borough’s financial 
condition is strong, and that the Borough is well within its debt covenants and the 
more stringent financial policies and guidelines set by the Board and management.  
  
The committee will meet on June 19th at 6:30 p.m. The 2009 budget process will 
begin in September. 
 

    Personnel – No report   
 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel reported that the committee would meet on June 24th at 6:00 p.m.  He 
will have an article for the newsletter about the Neighborhood Crime Watch. 

    
Gary Wolfe has been contacted to recommend what should be done to repair the 
gazebo in King Street Park.  He has looked at the structure and will have a 
recommendation for the June 24th meeting. 

 
   Rules 
 Ms. Lark reported that the committee would meet on June 15th at 6:00 p.m.   

The Flood Mitigation Ordinance will be reviewed.  There are several items in the 
ordinance that have options.  However, Mr. Shoch has recommended that the 
Borough adopt the ordinance as proposed by DCED.  The provisions are more 
strict than those of the options.  Ms. Lark moved to advertise the Flood Mitigation 
Ordinance as written with a vote to be taken on June 24th.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
  
Mr. Straub and the Borough Secretary met with representatives from DEP to 
discuss a recycling grant.  DEP has a new provision for municipalities when 
applying for the recycling grants.  Municipalities must require residents to have 
proof of trash removal for their property.   An ordinance is required to make an 
amendment to Chapter 59.  Mr. Straub moved to add an amendment to the waste 
ordinance requiring that residents maintain receipts or weigh slips.  Ms. Lark 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.    

 
The committee will review information obtained on an ordinance to address 
animals allowed to run loose in the Borough. 
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    Streets – No report 
  
Police Report 
Chief Fink reported that the department held a DUI checkpoint in May.  Two DUI arrests, 
one illegal alien arrest, and several traffic violations were noted. 
 
Chief Fink recently attended a seminar about a new wireless speed device.  He explained 
that the officer may be up to one quarter of a mile ahead of the vehicle and be able to 
determine the speed of the vehicle.  The device requires only one person to operate it and 
costs $4,000.  Chief Fink added that he could arrange for a demonstration for the council.   
        
Old Business 
1. Ms. Lark moved to change the Health Insurance provider to the Pennsylvania 

Municipal Health Insurance Cooperative beginning in August, 2008.  Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  The police and Teamster unions have approved the change.  The 
Teamster Union has requested that the contract provision regarding health insurance 
coverage be reviewed.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
New Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2008 council meeting.  Mr. 

Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the minutes of the May 6, 2008 council meeting.  Mr. 

Straub seconded the motion. Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe 
voted aye; Mrs. Groninger and Ms. Lark abstained because they were not present for 
that meeting.  Motion passed 3-0-2. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger and Ms. Lark moved and seconded the payment of the bills.  Roll call 

vote to approve was unanimous.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$28,828.70; Liberty Splashland bills total $7,942.56; Norry Playground bills total 
$999.09; Parking Meter Fund bills total $100.60; and Shade Tree Fund bills total 
$1,150.   

 
4. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve a transfer of $1,000 to the Shade Tree Fund.  Mr. 

Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
5. Mr. Wetzel and Mr. Straub moved and seconded to approve a contribution of $1,000 to 

the Riverview Cemetery.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
6. Mr. Wolfe plans to look into a website company for municipalities.  Mrs. Groninger 

complimented Mr. Wolfe for the website that he created for the Borough. 
 
7. Mrs. Groninger asked when the pole would be installed at the playground for the 

camera equipment.  Mr. Straub stated that Mr. Slodysko is trying to obtain the 
equipment to prepare the area.  Mrs. Groninger asked if signs for playground have been 
ordered.  Noelle Long is looking into ordering the signs. 
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8. Mr. Wetzel asked why some people throughout the Borough are not required to have 
sidewalks.  Mr. Wolfe explained that the committee had reviewed the entire town and 
determined the integrity of the property and if it would be feasible to install sidewalks 
in some locations.  Seventh Street, above Orange Street, and areas along the upper side 
of Prince Street were two areas that were noted as not being feasible due to the contour 
of the land. 

 
9. Mr. Wetzel asked if the Police Department has considered alternative ways to reduce 

the gas consumption.  He commented that other Police Departments are patrolling on 
bicycles.  Mr. Wolfe added that it may be beneficial to look into a hybrid vehicle for 
the department. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
June 24, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation.  
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Timothy Fink, 
Chief of Police; Clifford Kriner, Police Sergeant; Paul Ruane, Street Supervisor; Thomas 
Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Councilman Darvin 
Straub was out of town. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Walter Baran commented that he has met the street supervisor and has learned that the 
yellow paint on the curbing along Elliott Drive at the Bart’s property will be removed.  Mr. 
Slodysko stated that he will check at Sherwin Williams to see if there is a product that can 
remove the paint. 
 
Mrs. Groninger noted that several years ago, the Borough crew painted driveways yellow 
at the request of the property owner.  Due to the time required, the crew no longer paints 
the curbs.  The crew does paint curbing next to intersections at alleys.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the Bart’s have requested that the paint be removed.  Discussion ensued.   
 
Mr. Wolfe moved to remove the paint on the curb by June 27th.  Ms. Lark seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All aye. 
 
Members of Boy Scout Troop 342 and their troop leaders were present.  They are working 
on their Communications Badge. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that some area mayors and police chiefs have met to exchange 
ideas regarding drugs and gangs in our communities. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the individuals who are volunteering their time in the King Street 
Park.  She thanked Terry Miller for donating flowers for around the gazebo and at the Girl 
Scout House.  Volunteers will be planting them. 
 
The Revitalization Committee is purchasing a new sign to be erected at the underpass.  The 
sign says, “Welcome to Northumberland.  Home of the Pineknotters.”  The committee will 
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be selling postcards designed by Barbara Kistner depicting four different scenes in 
Northumberland.  The committee has also made a contribution to the playground fund for 
benches at the 2nd Street Playground.     
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Ann and Bill Roll for planting the flower pots in the downtown 
area. 
 
The Sunbury City Band will be in the King Street Park on July 14th at 7:00 p.m.  Other 
dates for Music in the Park may be found on the borough website or in the Pineknotter 
News. 
 
Mr. Wolfe received an email from a resident requesting that the signs prohibiting jake 
brakes be moved in order to be more visible.  Chief Fink stated that he has spoken with the 
resident.  He added that the police do cite violators who use jake brakes in the Borough. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the Code Enforcement Office activity for the past month.  The 
Code Officers have submitted a letter to the council with several issues that concern them.  
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Code Officers need the solicitor to specifically advise them.  
Mr. Rees stated that the solicitor should be asked if the Code Office should put liens on 
properties or they could submit the unpaid bills to a collection agency. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that the Borough is fortunate to have the people who work in the 
Code Office.  In addition to Paul Ruane, the Code Officers are Al Derr and Ann Roll. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the log house on Queen Street must be removed.  Mr. Wetzel moved 
that the log house on Queen Street be removed by August 1, 2008.  Mr. Long seconded the 
motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 

• Mr. Thomas Slodysko reported that the Street Department cleaned up tree limbs 
and brush that had come down during the storm.  They have cleaned the lights in 
the King Street Park and downtown streets. 

• Mr. Slodysko has purchased a Case Loader for $23,700.  Ninety percent of this cost 
will be reimbursed by recycling grant funds.  Allenwood Equipment is servicing 
the loader.   

• Mr. Slodysko has looked at bucket trucks to replace the one we currently own.  
There is an auction this week and he has also located one near Harrisburg. 

• The new street signs will be installed soon. 
• The Sunbury Municipal Authority is bringing their flush truck over to clean out 

storm drains that are blocked.  A storm pipe on Madison Avenue empties into a 
yard.  Mr. Slodysko stated that there are numerous storm drainage problems in the 
Borough.   

• The pool is holding water, except for evaporation.  The first electronic controller 
for chlorine has been installed.   

• Mr. Slodysko noted that the wooden playground structure at Pineknotter Park 
should be repaired.  Council discussed applying for grant funds to replace the 
equipment.  Mr. Wolfe moved to remove the playground structure at Pineknotter 
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Park and actively pursue grants for a new structure.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report - No report. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report - No report. 
 
Mr. Wolfe noted that the Finance Committee discussed the funding budgeted for the Fire 
Department.  $30,000 is to be in the budget for the truck payment and $5,000 for other 
apparatus, to be put into an account for future purchases.   
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Several Borough officials and employees were present for the walk-thru at the 2nd 
Street Community Center.  This phase of the renovations is almost complete. 
The architect has requested that council approve the following Change Orders for 
the renovations:  $1,920 from the General Contractor for the repair/replacement of 
the porch roof near the basketball court; $150 from the Electrical Contractor for the 
installation of a fixture and related work for the porch roof; $1,944 for repair at the 
new Electrical panels; and $2,790 change order credit for the elimination of heating 
units in the stairs.  Mr. Long moved to approve the change orders; Mr. Wetzel 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

     
 Finance 

Mr. Rees moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion to approve the 2007 
Audit.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Rees asked why the headings on two columns on 
page 5 were both “2005”.  It appears that the columns should be titled 2006 and 
2007.  The address was listed as Second and Wheatley instead of 221 Second 
Street.  Another question was what comprised the “other taxes” listed on page 8 
under general revenues.  Mr. Wolfe asked if Mr. Rees would like to remove his 
motion from the table until the questions are answered.  The motion was 
withdrawn. 
 
Mr. Rees also asked about a breakdown for the pool receipts.  The Borough Office 
can provide those figures.   
 
Mr. Rees asked what the interest rate is for the Penn Vest loan.  The rate increased 
this year, the exact percentage was not known.  [Note:  The interest rate is currently 
2.774%.]   

     
Mr. Rees stated that it is not necessary for the auditor to attend a meeting; just to 
provide the answers to the questions. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the budget process would begin in September. 
 

    Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger reported that the committee met to address a grievance from the 
Teamsters.  The committee will meet with union representatives on July 8th. 
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    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel stated that Gary Wolfe has submitted an opinion for repairs to the 
gazebo in King Street Park.  The committee will review the options and make a 
recommendation.  It is not felt that there is an immediate danger. 
 
Mr. Wetzel stated that the committee feels that the green signs for the school zone 
would be preferred over the lit school zone signs.  The speed bumps are also being 
considered.   
 
Mr. Harry Wynn attended the committee meeting to discuss a safety issue with 
trucks traveling down Prince Street.  He is concerned that an accident could occur 
during inclement weather.  He also noted that trucks do not come to a complete 
stop at the stop sign on Prince Street at Strawbridge Road.  

    
    Rules 
 Flood Mitigation Ordinance 

Ms. Lark moved and Mr. Long seconded the motion to approve Ordinance 2008-3.  
This ordinance requires all persons, partnerships, businesses and corporations to 
obtain a building permit for any construction or development; providing for the 
issuance of such building permits;  

  
The committee is working on an ordinance to address cats, which provides for 
similar requirements as the dog ordinance.   
 
An ordinance to include DEP’s new requirement for recordkeeping by property 
owners to provide proof of trash pickup is under consideration.  This provision is a 
requirement to be eligible for future recycling grants.  This ordinance would amend 
Chapter 59 of the Borough Code.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Long moved and 
seconded to advertise the ordinance.  Roll call vote – All ayes.    

    
    Streets 

Ms. Lark moved to send a letter to PennDOT requesting that they pave Duke Street 
since it is in poor condition.  A request should be included that PennDOT notify all 
utilities when the work is scheduled.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion 
ensued.  An addition to the motion was to send a copy of the letter to 
Representative Phillips.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

        
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe conducted the bid opening for the Scoreboard for Pineknotter 
Park.  Two bids were received.  The first bid totaling $19,525 was from 
Institutional Specialties, Inc.  The second bid from Electro-Mech 
Scoreboards totaled $13,686.  Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the bid from 
Electro Mech Scoreboards with the stipulation that all funding come from 
the ball teams’ resources.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Mayor Brosius 
asked if this price included installation.  Instructions are included with the 
bid; however installation is in addition to the bid price.  $12,000 in grant 
funds have been received with an additional $4,000 pledged to be donated 
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in September.  The Legion team also plans to have various fund raisers 
during the tournament at Pineknotter Park in July.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
New Business 

1. Ms. Lark and Mr. Wetzel moved and seconded approval of the minutes of 
the June 3, 2008 council meeting.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, 
Mrs. Groninger, and Ms. Lark voted aye; Mr. Rees and Mr. Long abstained.  
Motion passed 4-0 with 2 abstentions. 

 
2. Mr. Long moved to approve payment of the bills.  Ms. Lark seconded the 

motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $40,385.73; Norry Playground Fund bills total $43.58; 
bills to be paid from the 2nd Street Community Center Grant total 
$10,055.55; and Liberty Splashland bills total $6,130.84.   

 
3. Mr. Long moved to approve contributions of $1,000 to the Revitalization 

Committee and $2,500 to the Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library.  Mr. 
Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger noted that the hill section of the Borough was once again 

without water during a power outage.  Mrs. Groninger moved that a letter 
be sent to the PUC in regards to the lack of fire protection due to no water 
service during power outages.  The Pennsylvania American Water 
Company has not utilized a generator during power outages as promised.  
Copies of the letter should be sent to the Pennsylvania American Water 
Company and Representative Phillips.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes.  The water company was to construct a new water 
tower in the township.  The status of the new tower is not known. 

 
5. Mr. Long requested permission to purchase 10 tables for approximately 

$900 with the funding from the special events budget.  Mr. Wolfe stated 
that the tables could be purchased since the money for them was budgeted. 

 
6. Ms. Lark asked if the Borough still has a bike and if an officer uses it.  

Chief Fink replied that the police will be patrolling on the bike during 
Pineknotter Days. 

 
7. Mayor Brosius read a letter from Helen Hummel concerning a group of 

signs that were posted along Route 11 near the bridge.  The signs included 
church signs, the Kiwanis Club sign and were attached to a large piece of 
wooden lattice.  The entire lattice frame and signs are missing.  A police 
report has been filed but no one knows what has happened to the signs.   

 
8. Mr. Wolfe asked if the police have considered purchasing a hybrid car for 

the new police vehicle.  Mr. Wetzel stated that Harrisburg just purchased a 
whole fleet of hybrid SUV’s and cars.  Chief Fink stated that the police 
planned to purchase a Dodge Durango.  Mr. Wolfe requested that they 
obtain pricing for a hybrid.  Mrs. Groninger asked that the council be 
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provided with the additional costs required to install the radio and additional 
features.  Mrs. Groninger noted that the funding available totals $15,600.  
(The parking meter fund and insurance money total $5,602.86 and the 
budgeted amount for capital purchases is $10,000.)  In addition to this 
funding for the vehicle is the money obtained through the sale of the Ford 
Explorer.  Mrs. Groninger asked that the police check what the backlog on 
the hybrid vehicles would be and if the hybrid vehicle could be purchased 
through the piggyback program.    

 
9. Mr. Wolfe announced that the insurance premium for the 2nd Street building 

will increase to $4,805.60 with the increase of coverage to $615,000.  The 
former premium was $3,398.62 with coverage of $219,000. 

 
10. Chief Fink and Sergeant Kriner presented a proposal to the council to 

increase hours for a part-time officer in order to utilize one of the full-time 
officers as a drug officer for 32 hours each week.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. 
Wolfe recommended that the finance committee review the budget to 
determine if funding can be located for the additional hours. 

 
The council meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 9:15 p.m. to discuss 
personnel issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 9:22 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe stated that 
personnel issues were discussed and no action was required.   
 
Mr. Wolfe adjourned the council meeting at 9:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
July 15, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, and 
Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Thomas 
Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
The three visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No comments were offered. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius noted that the police log is provided to the council members.  She thanked the 
police department and their committee for a successful soapbox race.  This was the ninth year for 
the race. 
 
Mayor Brosius commended the volunteers who helped during Pineknotters’ Days. 
She recognized Tom Slodysko for being named Pineknotter of the Year and thanked him for his 
service to the community; Colby Derr who received the first annual Charles L. Ditton Memorial 
Award; and Heather Savidge from the C.W. Rice Middle School for being the recipient of the 
Good Citizen Award. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Terry Miller for donating flowers and Gene Brosius for planting them at 
the King Street Park. 
 
The Revitalization Committee sponsored the Sunbury City Band last evening and the 
committee’s next musical event is scheduled for August 20th.  Billy D. and Rosie will perform.  
The committee’s next scheduled event is Lemonade Day from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on August 
2nd.  Mayor Brosius noted that volunteers are always welcomed. 
 
The following residents were recognized by the Revitalization Committee for taking pride in 
their properties and awarded a certificate of appreciation and a gift certificate:    
Connie and Charles Sekulski; Tonia and Josh Newbury; Michael Mummey; Debbie Marotto; 
Cathy and Robert Kolovich; Tracy Rought; and the Northumberland National Bank.   
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Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
No report. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
No report. 
 
Public Comment 
A representative from the Clinical Outcomes Group stated that the organization, in coalition with 
Drug and Alcohol Awareness week, plans to hold a kickoff event Saturday, October 25.  They 
would like to sponsor a 5-K race in the afternoon in conjunction with Action for Community 
Transition (ACT) and requested the council’s approval.  Mr. Long moved and Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion to approve the 5-K race.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Council member Judith Groninger arrived at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko informed the council that the playground equipment was removed from 
Pineknotter Park.  Used equipment has been donated and will be installed at the park. 
 
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

• Mr. Straub announced that the committee would meet next Tuesday at the Borough 
Building.  One topic for discussion will be the joint Recreation Committee with Point 
Township.  

• The contractor is finished with the renovations of the Second Street Community 
• Banners advertising various events will be added to the bottom of the sign on Route 11, 

coming into town. 
 

    Finance 
Mr. Rees moved to approve the 2007 Audit.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  

  
Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee would meet on the third Thursdays of August, 
September, October, and November at 6:30 p.m.  The budget numbers are due from the 
various committees and outside groups on September 18th. 
 

    Personnel  
 The committee met with the Teamsters’ representative to discuss a grievance.   

A second grievance will be arbitrated.   
     
   Public Safety 
 The committee will meet next Tuesday at 6:30.   

It was noted that PAWC’s new water tank is completed in the township.  This should 
alleviate the low water pressure during power outages. 

    
    Rules 

The committee has discussed a cat ordinance.  Ms. Lark will review the topic with the 
solicitor. 
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    Streets 
Several requests have been received to purchase the old street signs that are being 
replaced.  The council discussed pricing of the signs and decided to charge $19.95 per 
sign.  Some of the signs are being replaced this year; some will be replaced in 2009. 
 
The wording for the signs that prohibit trucks on Borough Streets was discussed.  Mr. 
Slodysko will order the signs. 

  
Mr. Slodysko is working on determining the bid specifications for the stormwater work 
on 6th Street.  The bid will be based on time and material to install the storm boxes.  New 
curbing along this street will also be bid.  Work must be done at night at 6th and Sheetz 
due to the trucks at the warehouse. 

   
Old Business 

1. Mr. Slodysko reported that the curbing at Andrew Bart’s property on Elliott Drive has 
been sandblasted and the yellow paint removed. 

 
2. Mayor Brosius asked if there is an update on the missing signs at the entrance to the 

Borough.  There currently is no information.   
 
3. Mayor Brosius asked if the code issues have been completed.  Mr. Shoch stated that the 

sample letters will be completed before the next council meeting. 
 
4. Mayor Brosius noted that there are several holes in ground of the King Street Park.  Mr. 

Slodysko will look into it. 
 

5. The mayor received several complaints about potholes in streets.  Mr. Slodysko stated 
that the crew has filled potholes and will be out to repair those mentioned. 

  
New Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2008 council meeting.  Ms. Lark 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Ms. Lark moved to approve payment of bills.  Ms. Groninger seconded the motion. 

Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  General Fund bills total $39,304.18; Park 
and Recreation Account bills total $627; Parking Meter Fund bills total $37.59; Norry 
Playground Fund bills total $4,070.85; and Liberty Splashland bills total $8,913.20. 

 
3. An email was received from the Energy Resource Center at SEDA-COG regarding a state 

grant to help local governments reduce greenhouse gas emissions, conserve energy and 
lower operating expenses by hiring technical service providers who would help establish 
greenhouse gas emissions inventories, develop plans to reduce emissions and offer 
recommendations for how to proceed.  No motion was offered to apply for the Local 
Government Greenhouse Gas Pilot Grant Program. 

 
4. Mr. Wolfe noted that the police vehicle has been ordered.  He had requested that the 

police consider a hybrid vehicle the next time they order a police vehicle.  Chief Fink 
stated that the vehicle ordered is a Dodge Durango and it is now in Nanticoke to be 
painted.  Discussion ensued. 
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5. The CSIU is conducting a survey to determine how many municipalities, and other non-

profits would be interested in forming a cooperative to purchase electricity.  Mr. Straub 
has obtained the survey which will be completed by the Borough Secretary. 

 
6. Mrs. Groninger commented on the police report for the month of June.  She noted that the 

report includes 30 reports for assisting other agencies.  Chief Fink stated that the police 
only respond for serious offenses.  The Borough police are the first response for 
assistance to Sunbury and Point Township.  Point Township is the Borough’s first 
response for assistance.  

 
7. Mayor Brosius attended the Corn Festival Committee meeting.  The committee is looking 

for participants in the dunk tank.  They requested that members of council consider 
participating.  Mr. Wolfe volunteered his services.  The festival is 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
on August 9th. 

 
8. Mayor Brosius received an email from a Best Buy representative.  The company is 

offering to donate time on a regular basis. 
 

9. Mrs. Groninger moved to initiate a new Civil Service Test for police officers.  Mr. Long 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
10. Mayor Brosius noted that Beiter’s Home Center has a program each year for a specified 

time when they will donate a percentage of a purchase to non-profit organizations.  The 
Norry Playground Fund has received donations through this program for the past two 
years.  Mrs. Groninger commented that she appreciates Beiter’s service to the community 
through this program. 

 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would hold an Executive Session to discuss personnel 
issues.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.   
 
The meeting was reconvened at 8:59 p.m.  Mr. Wolfe announced that no action was necessary. 
 
The council meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
August 5, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Richard Shoch, 
Solicitor; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and 
Janice R. Bowman, Borough Secretary. Council member Frank Wetzel was absent.  
 
Central Susquehanna Valley Transportation Task Force - Joe McGranahan, Chairman 
Mr. Joe McGranahan, Chairman of the Central Susquehanna Valley Transportation Task 
Force addressed the council.  He explained that the task force consists of three members from 
the Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce, three members from the Central PA 
Chamber, representatives from SEDA-COG, representatives from the Route 15 Coalition, 
Senators Gordner and Madigan, Representatives Phillips and Fairchild, and Congressman 
Carney.  Additionally, two former PennDOT engineers have provided much insight to the 
committee.  The committee has been meeting quietly for about six years to try to keep the 
project on track.  Until recently, Mr. McGranahan feels that the task force has been successful 
and has had a good working relationship with PennDOT.  Recently the task force has been 
blindsided by PennDOT’s position on and commitment to the project with its decision to put 
the project in hibernation.  This came as a shock to the CSVT task force because PennDOT 
ignored two very important things and positive signs.  Last year, Congressman Jim Oberstar, 
Chairman of the U.S. House of Representatives Transportation Committee, met with the task 
force and committed to do everything he could to obtain funding for the bridge across the 
Susquehanna from Point Township to Winfield. 
 
The second hope was to have the project added to the Appalacian Development funding 
stream.  U. S. Senator Arlen Specter has been working to get the project added to this list 
without reducing the miles from another location.  With a commitment from Senator Bond of 
Missouri that he would consider adding this project, Senator Specter is optimistic that 
something would happen this fall. 
 
Mr. McGranahan informed the council that PennDOT had made a number of commitments 
over the years.  They have told the task force many times that all money is in place to 
complete the final design, acquire private properties and secure the rights-of-way, and 
relocate utilities.  If PennDOT completed the three things they committed to do, then money 
designated for construction could be put to use for construction.  Mr. McGranahan explained 
that the one thing that is completed is the mitigation.   
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Mr. McGranahan is requesting that the borough write letters to Secretary of Transportation 
Biehler and Governor Rendell and encourage citizens to do so as well.  Mr. McGranahan 
provided a list of talking points that could be included in the letters, emphasizing that the 
main message should be “Do not reallocate $1 of the Susquehanna Valley Transportation 
project fund to anything else – now or ever.”   
 
He discussed the traffic congestion along Route 11-15 in Shamokin Dam and Route 147 in 
Northumberland. 
 
When questioned, Mr. McGranahan stated that he believes that $27,000,000 has already been 
spent.  This money has funded most of the northern end design, all but 27 properties acquired, 
and some utilities relocated.  Fifty million is what remains to be spent prior to construction.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that Chris Hackett, the Republican candidate for congress, will attend 
the borough council meeting in two weeks; Representative Chris Carney, the current member 
of the legislature and Democratic candidate, is tentatively scheduled to attend a meeting on 
October 21st. 
 
Mrs. Groninger commented that officials should be brought to the area on a Wednesday, 
Thursday, or Friday afternoon when they would be stuck in traffic.  She noted that when 
Route 147 had been reconstructed in the early 2000’s, a contractor noted that the road would 
last for about ten years.  With all the tractor trailer traffic, the asphalt had developed ridges.  
PennDOT’s solution was to scrap the asphalt to remove the ridges and left it that way.  Once 
again the traffic has created ridges and small vehicles have difficulty navigating the ridges.  
PennDOT has informed council that repairs to the underpass and concrete on Route 11 will be 
repaired in the spring of 2009. 
 
Mr. McGranahan proposed that the bridge from Point Township to Winfield should be built to 
alleviate the traffic on Route 147.  The southern end of the bypass could be constructed in the 
future.     
 
Mr. McGranahan stated that the task force would meet on September 5th.  After that meeting, 
they will be going to Harrisburg to lobby for the CSVT. 
 
Public Comment  
Mr. Mike Sebasovich, owner of the property at the corner of Front and Queen Streets, 
requested the council provide the owner of the coin shop with one parking space.  Mayor 
Brosius stated that the council could not provide a free parking space because it would not be 
fair to other business owners.  It was noted that there is a private parking lot in that block.  
Mr. Sebasovich asked if he could put a parking space behind his building for the business 
owner.  He was advised to speak to the code officer to determine if there would be adequate 
space. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session to discuss personnel issues at 7:28 p.m.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 8:02 p.m. 
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Mayor’s Report 
• Mayor Brosius requested that council approve the hiring of Kent Peterson as a part-

time police officer.  Mr. Wolfe so moved.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes. 

• The American Legion baseball team sponsored a baseball tournament at Pineknotter 
Park during July.  Mayor Brosius thanked the volunteers who made this possible. 

• Mayor Brosius thanked the volunteers for their assistance on Lemonade Day.  The 
group moved the location to the 2nd St. Community Center due to the weather.  Mr. 
Long stated that it was a great place to have the activity and many comments were 
made about the building and how it can be utilized. 

• The Corn Festival is set for this coming Saturday.  It was announced that Mr. Wolfe 
will be in the dump tank at 4:00 p.m. 

• A Blood Drive is planned for August 12th at Nottingham Village. 
• August 16th is the second Ed Pfeiffer Memorial Basketball Tournament. 
• August 20th is Music in the Park with Billy D. & Rosie. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that there are three property owners in the Borough who have not 
complied with the sidewalk ordinance.  Mr. Wolfe moved to advertise for a contractor to 
install sidewalks at the three properties, bill the property owners and put liens on the 
properties if the bills are not paid.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  The property owners and 
addresses are William Dorman, 387-389 Priestley Avenue; Aaron Roush, 624 Water Street; 
and Sandra Sommers, 386 Water Street.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Long, Mr. 
Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, and Ms. Lark voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion 
carried 5-1. 

 
Mr. Ruane reported that the new owner of the property on Duke Street is renovating the 
building with three new apartments.  The same person has also purchased another property on 
Duke Street and plans to renovate this property. 
 
Mr. Ruane announced that the code office has conducted 150 rental inspections thus far this 
year.  He anticipates completing 200 inspections this year.  Within three years all rental 
properties will have been inspected at least once. 

 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that the storm drains at the 2nd Street Community Center are in 
place.  He has purchased two large humidifiers for the building.  The water line at the building 
will be completed shortly. 
 
Mr. Slodysko requested that someone determine the location for the new sign for Pineknotter 
Park.  Mayor Brosius requested that the sign be placed where the DCNR sign is currently 
located.  She requested that their representative be contacted to learn how long the DCNR 
sign must be on display. 
 
Kratzer Oil is discontinuing the key card system and will require credit cards for gasoline 
purchases in the future.   
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Mayor Brosius requested that the council give permission for the police to apply for a grant 
for cameras in the police cars.  Mr. Long and Mr. Rees moved and second a motion to 
approve the application.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

• The committee met in July.  No one from Point Township was present.  The 
committee is still interested in establishing a joint recreation committee with the 
township.  The supervisors will be invited to send a representative to the August 26th 
meeting. 

• Four people have volunteered to paint classrooms at the building. 
• Mr. Straub announced that on August 14th both Wilkes and Bloomsburg Universities 

are coming to tour the Second Street building as a possible site for continuing 
education classes. 

• Mr. Wolfe asked what uses the council anticipates for the building in the future and 
requested that the committee make a recommendation to the council.  The committee 
will meet on August 26th and will have a recommendation to council on September 
2nd.  He also requested that estimates of costs to maintain the building be provided to 
the council.   
 

    Finance 
The committee will meet in two weeks to discuss year-to-date numbers.  Letters will 
be sent out to the various committees for the budget meetings which will begin at the 
September committee meeting. 
 
The Borough received a request from Velma Malloy for a refund of overpayment of 
taxes.  Discussion ensued. Mr. Wolfe moved to refund $534.98 to Velma Malloy, as 
requested.  Motion died for a lack of a second.  Ms. Lark moved to refund the amount 
of tax money for the number of years the Borough is legally required to refund.  Mr. 
Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Ms. Lark, Mr. Long, and 
Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. Straub and Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion passed 4-2. 
 

    Personnel  
• Mrs. Groninger noted that the Personnel Committee has interviewed attorney Ryan 

Tira of McNerney, Page, Vanderlin & Hall and recommends that the Borough retain 
his services to handle the mediation on two grievances with the Teamsters Union 
scheduled for August 20th and to handle labor matters generally, going forward, for the 
Borough.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Long moved and seconded the motion to retain Mr. 
Tira’s services.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• Mary Walden, a School Crossing Guard, has tendered her resignation.  Mr. Long 
moved to advertise for a new crossing guard.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mrs. Groninger and Ms. Lark moved 
and seconded the motion to accept Mrs. Walden’s resignation with regret.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.   

• Mrs. Groninger moved to advertise for Civil Service testing to establish a new Civil 
Service list for the police.  The test would be conducted in September.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
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    Public Safety 

• The committee met in July and selected the type of signs for the school zones.  The 
PennDOT forms have not yet been received.  PennDOT must approve the signage and 
speed limit before the ordinance is approved.   

• Mr. Rees noted that stop signs have been erected at 8th Street. The council has not 
approved the sign for the Borough side, pending an acceptable traffic study. 

 
    Rules 

• Ms. Lark moved to advertise Ordinance 2008-4, an ordinance that addresses 
requirements for property owners to have proof of a garbage hauler.  Mrs. Groninger 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

• Ms. Lark announced that the committee is reviewing sample cat ordinances. 
• The ordinance for the school zones will be completed once PennDOT has approved 

the request. 
The committee will meet before the work session on August 19th. 

  
    Streets 
            Mr. Rees stated that the committee would not meet this month.     
 
Old Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger congratulated Tom Slodysko for being named the Pineknotter of the 
Year and read the proclamation into the record: 

 
 “The recipient has given countless hours of his time volunteering for the betterment of 
this community. 
 His knowledge and expertise, of which he is more than willing to use and share has 
saved the Borough of Northumberland much in the way of finances. 
 He became involved with the community in 1997 when asked by a friend to help save 
the community pool, which was a challenge due to it having a major leak problem.  Having 
the knowledge and experience with construction and heavy equipment along with help from 
some other residents, they conquered the problem and the pool opened the following year and 
has be going ever since.  His leadership and skill at the Liberty Community Pool, many times 
working alone into the night, has helped change the pool from a financial burden into a 
positive asset. 
 When called upon to assist with many of the events in this community, he is always 
there with an eager and positive attitude. 
 He has served as a Borough Councilman, President and member of the Park and 
Recreation Committee, he helps prepare for and run the Soap Box Races, History Day Events, 
Corn Festival, Lemonade Day.  He spends many hours at the 2nd Street Playground and has 
helped decorate for the Holidays at King Street Park. 
 Even though he is a paid employee of the Borough, being hired in 2006 as the “Street 
Supervisor”, his dedication goes well beyond his paid hours. 
 This man is exemplary of what the Pineknotter of the Year should be. 
 He came to Northumberland in 1986, and grew up in Shamokin, graduating in 1975.  
He built his own home, married his wife Mary, and they have a son, Jordan. 
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 His ideas are to make the Borough a great place to raise a family, to be proud of this 
community and to help others.  When you need him, he is always around to help and 
volunteering is only one of the things that he does well. 
 2008 Pineknotter of the Year 
  Tom Slodysko 
  366 Riverview Drive 
  Northumberland, PA 17857” 
 

2. PennDOT has contacted the Borough Office to ask if the council would like to install 
the new handicapped curbing at the intersections on Water Street where they will be 
paving.  If the Borough’s funding is already allocated for other projects, PennDOT 
requests that they be provided with a letter stating this fact.  Mr. Rees said that the 
committee has already allocated the funds for other street projects. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Long moved to approve payment of the bills, including a bill from Lerko Products 
for $408.50 for t-shirts for Lemonade Day.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  
Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $58,858.93; Park and Recreation Fund bills total $16,422.00; and Liberty 
Splashland bills total $6,029.30. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe reminded the council that on August 19th, Chris Hackett will be attending 

the Borough’s work session and on October 21st, Representative Chris Carney is 
tentatively scheduled to attend a Borough Council meeting. 

 
3. Mr. Long proposed that the Borough place a dumpster at the 2nd Street Community 

Center and remove some of the materials that are in the building.     
 

4. Mr. Long requested permission to explore the possibility of having a junior council 
member.  Council approved his request.  

 
5. Mr. Long would like the council to consider holding an Octoberfest in the Borough.  

He has spoken to the Mifflinburg police chief and has learned that there have been no 
incidences at their Octoberfest.  Mr. Long feels that if done properly, it would be a 
successful event.  It would require lifting the ban on alcohol for one day at whatever 
park is determined to be the location for the festivities.  A one-day liquor license 
would be required.  A local attorney has offered to assist in obtaining information.   
Mayor Brosius commented that this event would require a large number of volunteers.  
Mr. Long stated that he is not sure if there is enough time to schedule an Octoberfest 
for this year but he would like the council to authorize exploring the possibility of 
Octoberfest.  Mr. Long moved and Ms. Lark seconded a motion to pursue more 
information about Octoberfest in the Borough.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, 
Ms. Lark, Mr. Long, and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mrs. Groninger voted nay.   

 
6. On behalf of Pineknotters’ Days, Mr. Straub presented a model caboose to Mr. Wolfe 

for the Borough’s display case.   
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7. Mr. Straub noted that because railroading was a vital part of the community for many 
years, he would like to see tribute to the history of railroading at Pineknotter Park.  He 
would like to purchase a caboose from a gentleman in Lewisburg and renovate it for 
display at Pineknotter Park.  The total cost to purchase and refurbish the caboose was 
estimated to be $50,000.  Mr. Straub provided pictures of a caboose display in Enola, 
PA.  He is not requesting any funding from the Borough.  He proposes raising the 
funds and is asking for permission to pursue the project for the Borough.  Mr. Straub 
moved to secure funding through donations to put a caboose at Pineknotter Park to 
celebrate the years of our influence in the railroad industry.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Ms. Lark, Mr. Rees, and 
Mr. Straub voted aye; Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Long voted nay.  Motion passed 4-2. 

 
Mr. Wolfe announced at 9:22 that the meeting would be adjourned for an Executive Session 
to discuss personnel issues. The meeting was reconvened at 9:55.   
 
Ms. Lark moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
August 19, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Darvin 
Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Timothy Fink, Police 
Chief; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
Council members Jonathan Rees and Frank Wetzel were absent. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that Chris Hackett, the Republican candidate for U.S. House of 
Representatives would be speaking tonight.  He also stated that Representative Chris 
Carney is tentatively scheduled to speak at a meeting in October. 
 
Public Comment 
Mrs. Cellitti addressed the council about a drainage issue on a lot she owns on Westway.  
She stated that a drainage pipe had been located there and was removed by the Borough 
many years ago.  Mr. Slodysko had looked at the problem suggested that Mrs. Cellitti 
contact utility companies to obtain clean fill and have the lot built up since it is lower than 
the surrounding ground.  The lots along Westway fill up from storm water coming out of 
the catch basin at Seventh Street whenever there is a heavy rain.  No storm pipes run along 
the railroad line.  There is no sewer or water at the lot.  The water and sewer lines could be 
run back to the property from Duke Street.  Ms. Lark stated that a sewer permit may be 
available within the next month.   
 
In a separate issue, Mayor Brosius had been informed that someone has dumped yard 
waste in the ditch along Westway.  Mr. Slodysko will check on it. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the Police Report is in the council’s packet. 
 
Mayor Brosius read a resignation letter from Scott M. Boyd, a borough police officer.   
Mr. Long moved to accept his resignation with regret.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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Mayor Brosius thanked the volunteers for their work at the Corn Festival 
 
She noted that Music in the Park is scheduled for Wednesday and Friday of this week. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that the bricks will be ordered for the playground area. 
The drain pipe has been installed through the playground area and the basement of the 
building is drying out. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark announced that the pump station project bid has been awarded.  The 
project should be completed in sixth months, depending upon the weather.  Six properties 
in the Borough are waiting for sewer permits.   
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Wolfe moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded a motion to inform DCNR that the 
council is planning to move forward with the 2nd Street project if awarded the grant 
money.  Roll all vote – All ayes. 

 
 Mr. Straub thanked the volunteers who painted classrooms in the building. 
  

Mr. Straub has met with Wilkes and Bloomsburg Universities.   
 
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that he committee would meet at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 21, to review the budget to date.  The 2009 budget preparation will begin in 
September.   

     
    Personnel  
 The Personnel Committee and attorneys will meet with the Teamsters tomorrow.   
 One application was received for the vacant crossing guard position.   
      
    Public Safety 
 The application to PennDOT for the school crossing signs is being completed. 
 
    Rules 

Ms. Lark has requested that the solicitor prepare the ordinance for the school 
crossing signs. 

 
The committee has been reviewing ordinances that address the problem of stray 
cats.   

 
Chris Hackett, Republican Candidate for U.S. House of Representatives 
Mr. Hackett addressed the council and visitors.  He provided some background 
information and discussed his views on various issues.  He feels that “Washington is 
broken”.  Wasteful spending is embodied in the pork barrel spending system.  Social 
Security system monies have been borrowed to fund other projects.   
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Concerning the energy issue, Mr. Hackett stated that Washington waits until something 
becomes a crisis before dealing with it. He is in favor of drilling on the continental shelf, in 
Alaska, and exploring alternative sources of energy.  He feels that nuclear energy is a 
terrific option and believes that it can be a safe way of obtaining energy.  He noted that the 
government has been involved in incentives to companies to find alternative sources of 
energy but believes that government should pay for successful results, not the process. 
.  
He noted that the Central Susquehanna Valley Thruway is a critical issue and an important 
economic tool for this area. He also feels that tolling route 80 will stop all economic 
development in the northeast portion of the state.  In his opinion, we now have this 
problem because Governor Rendell took $4,000,000 from the transportation budget to send 
to Philadelphia.   
  
His view of the war in Iraq is that the politicians should allow the generals to run the war.  
He added that it is critical to finish the war and bring the soldiers home in good fashion. 
 
On the issue of illegal immigration, Mr. Hackett is in favor of securing the borders and 
allowing for legal immigration. 
 
Mr. Hackett would like to see an increase in manufacturing jobs, noting that we should 
create and maintain jobs in the country.  He is in favor of the free enterprise system. 
 
Mr. Hackett answered questions from the floor and thanked the council for inviting him to 
attend the meeting. 
 
New Business 

1. Mr. Long moved to approve payment of the bills.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  
Discussion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$21,901.19; bills to be paid from the Liberty Splashland account total $460.30. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe moved to join the PENCON Electricity Pool. Mr. Straub seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

3. Mr. Long asked if something could be done to the board on the bottom of the sign 
along route 11 at the underpass to have it look nicer.  Discussion ensued.   

 
4. Mayor Brosius asked if the solicitor has provided the letters for the code office.  

They have not yet been received. 
 

5. The Susquehanna students will be here Saturday to volunteer at the Second Street 
Community Center. 

 
6. Mr. Long announced that the basketball tournament scheduled for this past 

Saturday was cancelled due to the lack of entrants.  The committee is considering 
having the tournament in late May or early June next year. 
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Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced at 8:45 p.m. that the council would adjourn to an Executive Session 
to discuss Personnel issues.  He added that the council would reconvene the meeting after 
the session and that the discussion may or may not require a vote.  
 
Mr. Wolfe reconvened the council meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved and Mr. Long seconded to hire the school crossing guard whose 
name was revealed in the Executive Session, providing the clearances be completed.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Long and Ms. Lark moved and seconded a motion to hire the next person on the Civil 
Service list as a full-time police officer.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Long and Mr. Straub moved and seconded a motion to purchase the Dodge Durango 
for a police vehicle.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Long moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
September 2, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Darvin Straub, 
Frank Wetzel and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Timothy Fink, Police 
Chief; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
Council member Jonathan Rees was absent. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Barry Gearhart informed the council that his neighbor has moved out of their house; left 
garbage on the back porch, weeds and tires in the yard, and left their dogs in their house.  Since 
they have moved out, they brought two more dogs into the house.  They come to the house once 
every two days, let the dogs out for about 10 minutes and put them back in the house.  The 
property address is 346 Water Street.  Mr. Gearhart presented written complaints from himself 
and two other neighbors.  Mark and Connie Libby are the owners of the property.  Mr. Ruane 
spoke to the county dog officer.  He is going to talk to the Libby’s to determine if the dogs are 
being taken care of properly.  The property owners have been cited in the past and have paid 
fines.  Mr. Shoch advised that if they pay the fines and do not clean up the property, the code 
officer should cite them each day and request that the district justice impose stiffer penalties.  
The ordinance provides that every day the property owner is out of compliance, they can be 
cited.   
 
Mr. Gearhart noted two other properties that have been abandoned and are in poor condition.  
One is on Priestley Avenue and owned by Dale Walters; the other is at the corner of Orange 
Street and Priestley Avenue and owned by William Dorman.  The Code Office is in the process 
of contacting owners of abandoned properties in the Borough. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the Susquehanna University students were at the 2nd Street 
Community Center to help clean up the building on August 23rd.  They have offered to assist 
with painting and other tasks to finish the rooms at the building. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that the code car will be going to the garage tomorrow. 
He provided council with a written report on the activity of the code office for the past month.   
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Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub reported that the committee met and is waiting for an analysis from the 
Bowen Agency regarding the value of the current Borough Building and the rental 
income potential.  Mr. Ruane advised that the COG will give the 2nd Street building the 
certificate of occupancy.   
 
Mr. Straub has recruited two volunteers to serve on the Recreation Committee.   
 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee will meet on September 19th.  The 2009 budget 
requests are due by September 12th. 
 

    Personnel - No report 
 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel questioned if the council would like to obtain specifications for the repairs to 
the gazebo.  Mrs. Groninger moved to hire Wolfe Associates to develop specifications for 
the repairs to the gazebo in the King Street Park.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if the questionnaire for the school zones has been sent to PennDOT.  
The office is waiting for information from the school district in order to complete the 
questionnaire.  The street department is obtaining white “SCHOOL” lettering that will be 
placed on the street at both ends of the school property. 
  

    Rules 
Ms. Lark moved to advertise the ordinance designating school zones at the C. W. Rice 
Middle School and the Norry Christian School with the understanding that PennDOT 
may require changes before adoption.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes.  
 

 Streets – No report 
        
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Long moved and seconded the motion to approve Ordinance 2008-4.  
This ordinance requires property owners to maintain proof of contracts with waste 
haulers.  Adoption of this ordinance is a requirement from DEP to apply for recycling 
grants.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  

 
2. Ms. Lark stated that the committee is working on a cat ordinance. 

 
3. Mr. Wetzel asked about the progress of the removal of the log house on Queen Street.  

Mr. Wetzel had made a motion to require that the log house be moved by August 1st.  
Progress had been made, but work has been stopped.  Mr. Ruane will speak with the 
owner.   
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New Business 
1. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of July 15, 2008.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the 

motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
2. Mr. Long moved to approve the minutes of August 5, 2008.  Ms. Groninger seconded the 

motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes and one abstention by Mr. Wetzel. 
 
3. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2008 council meeting.  Mr. 

Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes and one abstention by Mr. Wetzel. 
 
4. Mrs. Groninger moved to pay the bills.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion 

ensued. Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$20,627.74; Liberty Splashland bills total $2,215.31; and Norry Playground Fund bills 
total $583.45. 

 
5. The Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System has informed the Borough Secretary the 

amount of state aid that will be received for 2008 is $44,608.61.  The state aid unit value 
for 2008 is $3,186.33.  The Borough receives one unit of state aid for each non-
uniformed participant and two units for each uniformed participant.  For 2008, the state 
aid for the police pension plan of $31,863.30 does not cover the invoice amount of 
$35,131 for the police pension plan.  Atty. Shoch will contact the attorney for the police 
union to advise him of the necessity to withhold the 1.5% member contribution to the 
plan.  Mr. Straub moved to withhold 1.5% from the police wages beginning in October 
until the end of December and to withhold the additional amount that is due in equal 
installments.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – Ms. 
Lark, Mr. Long, Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, and Mr. Wolfe voted aye.  Mrs. Groninger 
voted no.  Motion passed 5-1.  It was noted that the state aid for 2008 is approximately 
$20 less per unit than that of 2007.     

 
6. The Borough Secretary provided the council with the 2009 Minimum Municipal 

Obligation (MMO) worksheets for the Police and Borough Pension Plans.  The 
worksheets provide the council with the municipality’s expected financial obligation for 
the coming year and are provided to satisfy legal requirements of Act 205 of 1984.  The 
Minimum Municipal Obligation for the Police Pension Plan for 2009 is $47,081, with the 
police contributing 1.5% of their gross wages; the Minimum Municipal Obligation for the 
Borough Pension Plan for 2009 is $3,777 with the borough employees contributing 3.0% 
of their gross wages.   

 
7. The Northumberland Fire Police received a letter from Bob Kuhns, Northumberland, 

requesting permission for the Viet Nam Counseling Group to meet at the Fire Police 
building from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. every other Wednesday.  The Fire Police are in favor of 
the request and asked the council to approve it.  Mr. Wolfe moved to grant permission for 
the Viet Nam Counseling Group to use the Fire Police building, as requested.  Mr. Long 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 
8. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve the Halloween Parade Committee’s request to hold the 

parade on October 29, 2008 and to provide the lights at the gazebo.  Mr. Long seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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9. A letter concerning an accident at Liberty Splashland was received from Scott and 

Angela Poff.  Council requested that the office contact the Borough’s insurance carrier to 
handle the claim. 

  
10. Mayor Brosius announced that the 9-11 ceremony will be held in the King Street Park 

gazebo next Thursday.  The band will begin playing at 6:30 p.m. and the ceremony will 
begin at 7:00 p.m.  Representative Merle Phillips will be the speaker. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
October 7, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan 
Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Timothy Fink, 
Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council members Robert Long, 
Jonathan Rees and Darvin Straub were absent.  
 
The two visitors present introduced themselves.   
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the Police Chief has provided council with copies of the 
monthly police report. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that Chief Fink was selected by the ICAC (Internet Crimes 
against Children) to attend its training session in Missouri next week.  All expenses are 
paid by the ICAC.  Two others officers in the area have received this training. 
 
Mayor Brosius attended the Emergency Services Board meeting last night.  The board had 
some questions about a recent fire at the recycling center.  They would like to be notified 
whenever the Borough holds a controlled burn.  They also questioned if the Borough is 
permitted to burn since the ordinance was passed.  The solicitor stated that the ordinance 
does permit controlled burning by the Borough.  Mayor Brosius suggested that the Street 
Supervisor and Fire Chief discuss the fire department’s concerns.  A third concern is a 
personnel matter that Mayor Brosius requested be discussed in Executive Session.   
 
The Fire Department will be distributing free smoke detectors and free batteries on 
October 25th at the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company on Fifth Street to residents 
of Northumberland and Point Township.   
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Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko stated that the control burn at the recycling center was part of the clean-up at 
the property.   
 
The street sweeper and back hoe have been repaired. The radiator on the tar buggy is being 
repaired.  Plans are to run the tar buggy this fall.  
 
The new sign has been placed on the billboard at the underpass. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if it is possible to repaint the yellow lines before winter.  Mr. Slodysko 
replied that the street committee had determined to paint the curb yellow along the main 
intersections only this year.  The plan is to paint all the curbing next year.   
 
The crew is ready to conduct the leaf pick-up. 
 
Christmas decorations will be hung before December 1, 2008, when Santa will arrive in 
the King Street Park. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
On behalf of the Sewer Authority, Ms. Lark requested that Michael Daddario be appointed 
to the Northumberland Sewer Authority Board to fulfill the term vacated by George 
Gavason.  She so moved.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Mr. 
Daddario’s term ends in 2012. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
No representative was present, but Mayor Brosius reported that Chris Boyer, newly 
appointed to represent the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company, was elected 
chairman.  The current board consists of Sam Wolfe, the Number 1’s representative; 
Judyann Schmidt, Dean Paul, and Henry Hullihen, borough representatives, and Mr. 
Boyer. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 
 The committee is preparing for a Capital Campaign for the 2nd Street Community 
 Center.  The goal is to raise $125,000 as a match for a DCNR grant.  The state has 
 not yet announced which application requests will be funded.  The committee has 
 also discussed what offices will be housed in the renovated portion of the building 
 and is waiting for council to make this determination.  
     
   Finance 

Mr. Wolfe announced that the meetings have been rescheduled for 6:30 p.m. on 
October 22 and November 12.   

     
   Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger explained that the Civil Service Commission has recommended 
that the current Civil Service List be extended to September 30, 2009.  She moved 
to extend the list.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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   Public Safety 

The office has requested information from the school district’s transportation 
department in order to complete the traffic study for the speed limit and signage in 
the school zones in the Borough.  Council suggested that the district office be 
contacted for the information since there has been no response.  Once the 
information is received, the study will be sent to PennDOT. 

 
Sidewalks have been installed at three properties in the Borough.  Mr. Shoch 
advised to send the bills certified to the property owners with thirty days to pay.  If 
the bills are not paid by the 30-day deadline, the Borough will put liens on the 
property. 
 
Mr. Wetzel noted that more logs have been moved from the property on Queen 
Street.   
 
Mr. Wetzel asked if anything has been done with the Abrana Marie property.  Mr. 
Ruane replied that the property owner has ninety days to make the property 
habitable.   
 

    Rules 
     Ms. Lark stated that the school zone ordinance is ready to be approved once 
 PennDOT has approved the traffic study.   
 
 An ordinance to address non-domesticated animals was discussed. 
  
Old Business 

1. The Borough had purchased a used 1995 Case loader with 4,821 hours through 
Asset Auctions for $23,630.  In order to obtain the equipment at the lowest price, 
the Borough also advertised for a used loader.  One bid was received.  Mr. Wolfe 
opened the bid from Bradco Supply Company of $39,000 for a 1996 John Deere 
with 8,440 hours on the meter.  Council took no action to purchase the used loader 
from Bradco Supply Company.   

 
2. Mr. Wolfe moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion to designate Trick or 

Treat night on October 31 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger and Ms. Lark moved and seconded a motion to approve the 
minutes of the September 2, 2008 council meeting.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mr. Wetzel and Ms. Lark moved and seconded a motion to approve payment of the 

bills.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $73,889.81.  Liberty Splashland bills total $23,261.77, 
including the transfer for payroll reimbursement of $22,811.73, and Norry 
Playground bills total $880.32. 
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3. A correspondence has been received from PENNDOT addressing pedestrian access 
improvements.  Representatives from PENNDOT wish to meet with Borough 
representatives to discuss the proposed roadway alteration project.  Council 
determined that the representatives should be invited to the Borough’s November 
14th Street Committee meeting.  The meeting is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. 

 
4. Mrs. Groninger posed a question about the repairs to the gazebo.  An estimate has 

been received from Gary Wolfe of Wolfe Associates.  The Finance Committee will 
take this estimate under consideration when preparing the 2009 property budget.  
Council has requested that Mr. Wolfe draw up the plans so the project may be let 
out for bids.   

 
5. The grass area at the 2nd Street Playground will be seeded tomorrow.  The 

playground will be closed for a few weeks.  The bricks are being engraved and will 
be completed in about a month.  Mr. Slodysko asked if sidewalks should be 
installed to the building from Second Street, along the playground area.  Discussion 
ensued.  Mr. Wolfe moved to locate $5,000 in the General Fund to install the 
sidewalks at this location.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 
6. Mayor Brosius said that she received a letter from the Sunbury Rotary Club 

thanking the Borough for obtaining signatures on the petition to support the 
thruway.   

 
7. Mr. Wolfe has not received confirmation that Representative Carney will be present 

at the meeting on October 21st.   
 

8. Mr. Wolfe informed the council that the Mayor and he received a letter from the 
Northumberland Police Department indicating a vote of confidence for Chief Fink.  
He read a portion of the letter:  “The purpose of our correspondence is to let it be 
known that we, as the full-time officers of the Borough of Northumberland, have 
cast a vote of confidence for our Chief of Police, Timothy Fink.”  Mr. Wolfe added 
that everyone at the table also appreciate the work of Chief Fink and the other 
officers. 

 
Since no other issues were brought before the council, Mr. Wolfe noted that the council 
would hold an Executive Session to discuss personnel and legal issues.  He added that no 
action would be taken at the conclusion of the meeting.  Mr. Wolfe adjourned the regular 
council meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
November 3, 2008 

 
Borough Council Vice-President Jonathan Rees called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Robert Long, Jonathan Rees, and Darvin 
Straub.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Richard Shoch, Solicitor; Paul Ruane Code 
Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  Council members Cynthia Lark, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe were absent. 
 
Public Comment 
The two visitors present introduced themselves.  No comments were offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that Chief Fink has completed courses in both the ICAC Investigative 
Techniques Training and the Project Safe Childhood training given by the US Department of 
Justice.   
 
The police are currently updating their firearms training and will be given CPR and AED 
training on November 8th.  Any borough official who wishes to do so may join them. 
 
Mayor Brosius read the following letter of commendation and requested it be included in the 
record: 
 
 Dear Chief Fink, 
 I respectfully commend and applaud you and your officers involved in the recent drug 
arrests in Northumberland and the surrounding area.  I specifically acknowledge the work of Sgt. 
Clifford Kriner, Officer Edward Cope and former Officer Scott Boyd of the Northumberland 
Police Department along with those involved with the Northumberland-Montour County Drug 
Task Force for all their hard work.  Again I express my sincere appreciation as well as the 
appreciation of the Northumberland Borough Council to all involved. 
      Kindest regards, 
      Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor 
 
Mayor Brosius noted that the Northumberland Police Department, Borough Council and she 
extend condolences to the family of Tony Koppen who passed away last week.  He worked with 
the police and fire departments in the community as an EMT. 
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Thanks were given to the volunteers who helped make the Fall Festival and Haunted Walk 
successful.  Special thanks were given to Bob and Noelle Long. 
 
Mayor Brosius also thanked the Northumberland/Point Township Revitalization Committee for 
sponsoring an open house at the 2nd Street Community Center.     
 
Mayor Brosius attended a ceremony for Kelsey Belenko, a Senior Girl Scout from Lewisburg 
who has obtained her requirements for the Golden Award of Girl Scouting by organizing and 
renovating the history room at the Priestley Forsyth Memorial Library.  Mayor Brosius 
commended Kelsey for her hard work.  
 
Mayor Brosius expressed appreciation to Barbara Kistner who has spearheaded recent 
renovations at the Girl Scout Little House in memory of Kissy Kistner.  She thanked all who 
donated to the project, especially Brownie Troop #15 for heading a campaign to provide new 
flooring in the building. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report - No report. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 

• Mr. Slodysko reported that the crew is in the process of collecting leaves.  In addition to 
the leaf picker, the street sweeper is being used to collect them.   

• Several pieces of equipment have been repaired.    
• The crew will begin decorating for the holidays next week, including setting the Santa 

House in the park. 
• Emergency repairs for two storm drains on Sixth Street were necessary.  K & T 

Excavating was contacted to work with the street department to replace the drains and 
pieces of pipe that had collapsed.   

• The gas leak at 2nd Street building has been located in a heating unit and was repaired by 
the mechanical contractor.   

• The playground at 2nd Street will be opened next week.  It had been closed while the open 
play area was seeded. 

• The salt supply is adequate and the crew will also obtain cinders to use when street 
conditions warrant.   

 
Council member Cynthia Lark arrived at 7:16 p.m. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that Mr. Mark Walberg met with Dan Wieand regarding the sewer connection 
to the log structure that is being erected on his lot.  A solution has been agreed upon. 
 
Emergency Services Board - No report.  
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub stated that the committee will meet next Tuesday, November 11th, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the office instead of the fourth Tuesday of the month.  An open house was held at the 
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2nd Street Community Center on October 25th.  Realtors will be asked to provide market 
analyses of the Borough Building.  One market analysis has been conducted. 
 

    Finance 
 The committee will meet next Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. to finalize the 2009 budget. 
 
    Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger explained that the Penn Valley Airport Authority has requested that the 
council appoint a new member to the board.  Michael DeFeo, the Borough’s former 
representative has resigned.  Mrs. Groninger requested that a letter of appreciation be sent 
to Mr. DeFeo for his service.   

 
Mrs. Groninger introduced Carl Libby.  Mr. Libby is a pilot and resident of the Borough 
who is willing to serve as the borough’s representative.  Mr. Straub moved to appoint 
Carl Libby to the Penn Valley Airport Authority.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote was unanimous.  Council thanked Mr. Libby for volunteering. 
 
The member contribution to the police pension plan for 2008 is to be 1.5%.  Mr. Shoch 
explained that the attorney for the police has agreed that the state aid for 2008 does not 
cover the Borough’s obligation.  The contribution amount that was made by the police in 
2007 is to be credited as part of their 2008 contribution per the arbitration award.   
 

    Public Safety 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the traffic study for the school zones has been completed.  It has 
been sent to PennDOT for approval. 

     
    Rules 
 Ms. Lark stated that the committee would meet at 6:00 p.m. on November 17th to  discuss 
 the animal ordinance.  The meeting will be advertised. 
 
Council discussed changing the council meetings from Tuesdays to Mondays for the last three 
meetings in 2008.  Mr. Long and Ms. Lark moved and seconded a motion to reschedule the 
November 18 work session and the December 2 and December 16 council meetings to 7:00 p.m. 
on November 17, December 1 and December 15.  Approval was unanimous.  The new dates will 
be advertised.      
 
    Streets 
 The committee will meet on November 11th at 7:00 p.m.  Representatives from 
 PennDOT will be present to discuss the construction planned for Route 11 in 2009. 
 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Long moved to sell the Ford Explorer and apply the proceeds to the cost of the new 
police vehicle.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimous to 
advertise the vehicle with the right to reject any and all bids. 

 
2. Mr. Shoch explained that a party has shown interest in purchasing the old scoreboard at 

Pineknotter Park.  He suggested that a motion be made to approve the sale pending his 
review of the requirements for selling Borough property.  Ms. Lark so moved and  
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stipulated that the proceeds be earmarked for Pineknotter Park ballfield expenses.  Mr. 
Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve the motion. 

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2008 council meeting.  
Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Discussion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger and Ms. 
Lark voted aye; Mr. Long, Mr. Rees and Mr. Straub abstained because they were not 
present at the meeting. 

 
2. Mr. Long moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.   

Discussion ensued.  One additional bill of $810 to Royal Flush was included in the 
motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$120,124.71; Norry Playground Fund bills total $1,187.79; Liquid Fuels bills total 
$2,836.31; Bills to be paid from the Fire Apparatus Account total $522.16; and bills from 
the Liberty Splashland account total $292.60.   
 

3. Ms. Lark made a motion to transfer $6,600 from the Parking Meter Account to the 
General Fund; to close the UDAG account and transfer the balance of $16,521 plus 
interest to the General Fund; to transfer $17,700 from the 2nd Street Donation Account to 
the General Fund; to transfer $4,150 from the General Contingency Account to the 
General Fund; and to transfer $5,000 from the General Fund to the Fire Apparatus 
Account.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve the 
transfers. 

 
4. Mr. Long and Mr. Straub moved to pay the 2009 Solvency Fee.  Roll call vote was 

unanimous to approve the motion. 
 
5. The next newsletter will be published in January.   
 
6. Correspondence has been received regarding the PA Wayfinding Signage Program.  No 

motion was offered to provide a letter of support for this program. 
 
7. The veterans will hold a memorial ceremony on Sunday, November 9 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
8. Santa in the Park begins at 5:30 with Santa arriving at 7:00 p.m. on December 1st. 
 
9. The American Red Cross will hold a blood drive on November 11th at the St. John’s 

Lutheran Church, Third and Queen Streets.  
 
Ms. Lark moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  



 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 1, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Councilman Darvin Straub offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Darvin Straub, and Bryan 
Wolfe.  Others present were Richard Shoch, solicitor; Thomas Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; and 
Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Mayor Gretchen Brosius and Councilman Robert 
Long were volunteering for “Santa in the Park”.  Council members Jonathan Rees and 
Frank Wetzel were absent due to other commitments. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the Code Office activity for the past month.  He also discussed 
with council a letter from UGI regarding street cut permit fees.   
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Thomas Slodysko reported that the crew has been picking up the leaves and have 
decorated the Borough for Christmas.  Because of an attachment he devised for the leaf 
picker, Mr. Slodysko reported that the crew could operate the leaf picker with one less 
person so only one temporary employee was hired to assist with the leaf pickup.  Mr. 
Slodysko praised Brad Beaver, the temporary employee who worked along with the crew.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the repair to the brick crosswalks at Front and Queen Streets was 
in the 2008 budget.  Mr. Straub stated that the committee was waiting for information from 
a company that installs walkways made of other surfaces. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report – No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report - No report 
  

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub reported that the committee would meet next Tuesday evening, 
December 9th at 7:00 p.m. instead of December 23rd. 
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    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe introduced the 2009 Budget.  The millage rate is increased by 2 mils.  
He noted that in the last five calendar years, the real estate taxes have been 
increased a total of 4.2 mils.  Mr. Straub moved to approve the 2009 budget; Ms. 
Lark seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

  
 On a motion by Ms. Lark and seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the council 
 unanimously voted to advertise Ordinance 2008-6.  This ordinance fixes the real 
 property tax rates for 2009. 
 
    Personnel  

Mrs. Judith Groninger moved to accept, with regret, Richard Shoch’s resignation as 
solicitor.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was approved 
unanimously.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved that as recommended by the Personnel Committee, Ryan 
Tira with the firm of McNerney, Page, Vanderlin & Hall be hired as the Borough 
Solicitor, effective January 1, 2009.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
– All ayes. 

     
    Public Safety – No report 
 
    Rules 

The committee will meet at 6:00 p.m. on December 15th to discuss the animal 
ordinance. 

     
    Streets – No report 
        
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe tabled Ordinance 2008-5 which establishes School Zones because 
PennDOT is reviewing the traffic study.   

 
2. Mr. Straub moved to adopt Resolution D-2008 which addresses an Open Records 

Policy.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Changes to the 
resolution were to add “business” to section 4.G. to read “5 business days” and to 
designate Janice Bowman, the Borough Secretary, to act as the open records 
officer.  The roll call vote to approve was unanimous.  The Resolution is as 
follows: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. D-2008 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Northumberland, located in 
Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, constitutes the chief governing body of Borough 
of Northumberland; and  
 WHEREAS, the Council deems it necessary to enact an Open Records Policy to 
comply with the new Right to Know Act Law, Act 3 of 2008.    
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Council of the Borough of 
Northumberland hereby adopts the following Open Records Policy: 
 1. Requests. 
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 Requests for documents shall be in writing and directed to the appointed Open 
Records Officer for the Borough of Northumberland.  Written requests shall be on a form 
provided by the Borough and shall include the date of the request, the name and address 
of the requestor, and a clear description of the records sought. 
 2. Fees. 
 The fees for duplication of the documents shall be those fees set forth by the Office 
of Open Records for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.   
 A request will not be processed until such time as the fee is paid with the request 
form.   
 3. Response. 
 The Borough will make a good faith effort to provide the requested public records as 
promptly as possible.  The Open Records Officer shall review all written requests for 
access to public records.  As soon as possible, but no later than five (5) business days 
after receiving a written request to access public records, the Open Records Officer shall 
respond to such request in a manner consistent with Act 3 of 2008, the new Open 
Records Law.   In the event that the Borough fails to timely respond to a written request 
for records pursuant to Act 3 of 2008, the same shall be a deemed denial.   
 4. Additional Time to Respond.  
 The Open Records Officer shall, upon receipt of the written request for documents, 
determine if one of the following applies: 
 (A) The request for access requires redaction of the record;  
 (B) The request for access requires the retrieval of a record stored in a remote 
location; (C) A timely response to the request for access cannot be accomplished 
due to bona fide and specified staffing limitations;  
 (D) A legal review is necessary to determine whether the record is a record 
subject to access under this Act;  
 (E) The requester has not complied with the Agency’s policies regarding access 
to records;  
 (F) The requester refuses to pay applicable fees; or  
 (G) The extent or nature of the request precludes a response within the required 
time period.   
 Upon determining that one of the above applies, the Open Records Officer shall send 
a written notice to the requester within five (5) business days within receipt of the request 
for access and said notice shall include a statement notifying the requester that the 
request for access is being reviewed, the reason for the review, a reasonable date that a 
response is expected to be provided and an estimate of applicable fees owed when the 
record becomes available.  A response shall be given to the provider within thirty (30) 
days after service of said notice unless the requester agrees in writing to an extension.   
 5. Denial.  
 If the Borough’s response is a denial of a written request for access, whether in 
whole or in part, the denial shall be issued in writing and shall include: 
 (A) A description of the record requested;  
 (B) The specific reasons for the denial including a citation of supporting legal 
authority.  
 (C) The typed or printed names, title, business address, business telephone 
number and signature of the open records officer on whose authority the denial is issued;  
 (D) Date of the response;  
 (E) The procedure to appeal the denial of access under the New Right to Know 
Law.  
 6. Appeals Process 
 If a written request is denied or deemed denied, the requester may file an appeal with 
the Office of Open Records within fifteen (15) business days of the mailing date of the 
Borough’s denial.  The appeal shall state the grounds upon which the requester asserts 
that the record is a public record, legislative record or financial record and shall address 
any grounds stated by the agency for delaying or denying the request.   The appeal must 
comply with Act 3 of 2008.   
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 All appeals shall be submitted to Terry Mutchler, Executive Director, Office of Open 
Records, Commonwealth Keystone Building, 400 North Street, Fourth Floor, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, 17120.  
 Within thirty (30) days of the mailing date of the final determination of the office of 
open records relating to a decision of the Borough, a requester or the Borough may file a 
Petition for review or other document as required by the rules of Court with the Court of 
Common Pleas of Northumberland County.   
 7. Posting  
 A copy of this policy shall be posted in a conspicuous place at the Borough Building.  
 8. Open Records Officer  
 The Borough pursuant to the provisions of Act 3 of 2008 hereby appoints Janice 
Bowman to act as the open records officer.   
ATTEST:      NORTHUMBERLAND BOROUGH  
       COUNCIL 
__________________________                 ______________________________ 
Janice R. Bowman, Secretary   Bryan M. Wolfe, President 

       
 
3. Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Wolfe moved and seconded a motion to adopt Resolution 

E-2008 which sets the member contribution to the Police Pension Plan for 2008 and 
is as follows: 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. E-2008 
 

  WHEREAS, Northumberland Borough, Northumberland County, by 
Ordinance No. 465, entered into an agreement, dated January 18, 2000, with the 
Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Board to provide a police pension plan; and 
 
  WHEREAS, Paragraph 11 of said Agreement allows for the Borough to 
annually waive or reduce the required employee contributions; and 
 
  WHEREAS, Northumberland Borough, Northumberland County now desires 
to reduce the required member contributions for calendar year 2008 only, from five 
percent (5%) to one and five-tenths percent (1.5%). 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED this first day of December, 2008, 
that in accordance with Ordinance No. 465 and the Agreement, dated January 18, 2000, 
the Borough agrees to reduce the required member contributions to the police pension 
plan for calendar year 2008 only from five percent (5%) to one and five-tenths percent 
(1.5%); and, 
 
  FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be filed with 
the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Board to so indicate the Borough’s intent. 
 
  DULY ADOPTED this 1st day of December, 2008, by Northumberland 
Borough, Northumberland County. 
 
TALLY OF VOTES – YEAS  4   NAYS  0 . 
 
ATTEST: 
_______________________  BY: __________________________ 
        Secretary                 President 
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New Business 
1. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2008 council meeting 

with corrections.  Ms. Groninger seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

  
2. Ms. Groninger moved to approve payment of the bills.  Ms. Lark seconded the 

motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $53,435.47. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe noted a letter received from Thomas Brett regarding the Community 

Rating System Annual Recertification.  The Code Office and Borough Secretary 
are working on the report and will submit it as soon as completed. 

 
4. DCNR has announced the grants awarded for 2008.  The Borough did not receive 

approval for its application for grant funds for the 2nd Street Community Center. 
 

On motion by Mr. Straub, seconded by Ms. Lark, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 15, 2008 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Jonathan Rees, Robert 
Long, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Brosius, Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
No visitors were present. 
 
Public Comment  
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that Acting Chief of Police for Point Township, Joshua VanKirk, 
commended Matthew Lauver along with officers from other police departments for his 
assistance in the township on a police call involving a suicidal individual.  According to 
Chief VanKirk, the officers worked together to overcome a dangerous incident that ended 
peacefully.  His letter concluded that, “Ptlm. Lauver epitomized both the professional level 
of policing that our residents should expect in an officer and the importance of interagency 
cooperation.  I would appreciate if you would attach this letter to the personnel file of 
Ptlm. Lauver, as well as express our police department’s sincere appreciation of a job well 
done to your Borough and fellow officers.”  
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Sergeant Kriner and the Northumberland Police Department for 
continuing the Martin Concini Memorial Toy Drive by collecting and distributing toys to 
needy families.  The toy drive is in memory of the late Martin Concini, a former police 
chief.  Sergeant Kriner has headed this drive for many years. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Tom Slodysko for installing the engraved bricks at the 2nd Street 
Playground.  She also recognized the Revitalization Committee and Borough Crew for 
decorating the town for Christmas and Boy Scout Troop #342  for covering the meters 
downtown.  Others recognized were Gene Brosius for repairing the Santa House and Mark 

Jan Bowman
Draft

Jan Bowman
Draft
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Gulliver and Councilman Bob Long for helping Santa.  Over 100 children and families 
enjoyed the festivities of Santa in the Park on December 1.  Sponsors of the event were the 
Joseph P. Anselmo, Sr. Community Trust, the Northumberland-Point Township 
Revitalization Committee and the Northumberland-Point Township Kiwanis Club.  Mayor 
Brosius thanked the sponsors and Tom Gresh for leading the singing and the Sunbury City 
Band for participating in the event. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that the crew has been replacing faded street signage and repairing, 
cleaning and polishing equipment for next season.  The bricks are installed at the 
playground and Mr. Slodysko plans to repair lights in King Street Park and repair potholes 
in the streets.  The tar buggy is in working order but the temperatures are currently too cold 
to run it.  Mr. Slodysko will have it running once the temperatures reach 50 degrees.   
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report - No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report – No report 
Mr. Wolfe reported that he received a complaint about the speed of a fire truck going 
through the Borough.  Mr. Wolfe will speak to the Fire Chief concerning the complaint.   
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mayor Brosius stated that the committee feels that there will be enough funds to 
renovate the multi-purpose room and kitchenette at the 2nd Street Community 
Center since the vo-tech school teachers have toured the building and plan to 
propose to the superintendent of the school that the students work on the various 
components of the project during the next school year.  The funds would be 
required for the materials, transportation for the students, and any work that the 
students would not be able to do such as install the beam in the multi-purpose 
room.  The committee has a pledge from the Luther S. Savidge Foundation and is 
seeking other funding. 
 
The committee would like the council to approve an application for a Pennsylvania 
Conservation Corps grant.  If awarded, this grant would provide for a crew leader 
and crew for one year beginning in July 2009.  The state would also provide up to 
$15,000 toward materials.  The committee is proposing that the scope of work 
include the renovation of the gymnasium, stage, and basement areas of the 2nd 
Street building.  The application is due on January 9, 2009.  Mr. Wolfe moved to 
apply for the Pennsylvania Conservation Corps grant.  Mrs. Groninger seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimously approved. 
 
The Borough has applied to the county for Community Development Block Grant 
funding to install handicapped restrooms on either side of the stage and 
handicapped access to exterior doors of the building. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested that the also Borough explore grants for trees. 
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    Finance 
On motion by Ms. Lark, seconded by Mr. Long, the council unanimously voted to 
approve the 2009 Budget. 
 
On motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Straub, the council unanimously voted to 
approve Ordinance 2008-6.  This ordinance establishes the Property Tax Rates for 
2009.   
 

    Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger stated that Sherry Rhoades has tendered her resignation as a school 
crossing guard.  Mrs. Rhoades was the crossing guard at Front and Hanover Street.   
On motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Long, the council voted 
unanimously to accept Sherry Rhoades’ resignation with regret.  Council discussed 
the need of a crossing guard at this corner since no elementary children cross Front 
Street at this intersection.  Crossing guards are on duty at Front and Orange Streets 
and Water and Orange Streets. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to adopt a police department policy on part time officers 
filling open shifts.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  This policy was proposed by 
Chief Fink and requires that part time officers work at least twelve (12) shifts in 
addition to the annual mandatory training per year to be considered a part time 
police officer unless they are not needed to fill a shift, then the shifts needed for the 
year would be one less than twelve for every month a part time police officer is not 
called to fill a shift.  The policy was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 
 

    Public Safety 
     No report 
 
    Rules 

Ms. Lark reported that the committee is working on an ordinance that addresses 
dogs and other animals in the Borough.  She noted that once a few changes are 
made, the council will be provided with copies of the ordinance to review. 
 
Ms. Lark also reported that PennDOT has approved the School Speed Limit of 15 
miles per hour restriction for locations at the Northumberland Christian School and 
C.W. Rice Middle School.  PennDOT has provided information regarding the signs 
needed to post the restriction, the hours of the restriction and the locations of the 
signs.  The required information has been inserted into Ordinance 2008-5 which 
establishes the school speed zones.  Ms. Lark moved and Mr. Long seconded a 
motion to approve Ordinance 2008-5.  Roll call vote to approve the ordinance was 
unanimous.   
 
The committee is seeking sample ordinances to review that address satellite dishes 
and fences. 
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   Streets 
The committee had met with PennDOT to discuss reconstruction plans for Routes 
11 and 147.  PennDOT has requested that the Borough agree to the installation of 
cameras at traffic lights to regulate the lights instead of the electronic devices under 
the street.  Once installed, the maintenance is the responsibility of the Borough and 
according to PennDOT the cameras are less costly to maintain. 
 
The council discussed a letter from PennDOT requesting that the Borough pay a 
portion of the cost to install handicapped ramps along Duke Street when PennDOT 
repaves the street and determined that concurrence not be given.   

        
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe has provided the council with a list of dates for the 2009 council 
meetings.  He stated that the committees remain the same for 2009 and requested 
that the committee chairmen inform the office if the dates and times of the meetings 
are to change so the meetings may be advertised. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of the December 1, 2008 council meeting.  
Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Ms. Lark, Mr. 
Straub and Mr. Wolfe voted aye; Mr. Long, Mr. Rees and Mr. Wetzel abstained.  
The motion was approved 4-0 with 3 abstentions.  

 
2. Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Long moved and seconded a motion to approve payment 

of the bills.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $22,652.37. 

 
3. The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs has requested that the Borough 

complete a 2009 Capital Budget Requirement Survey with estimates of 
infrastructure and capital budget needs including public works, environmental, 
public safety, recreational and municipal facilities.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that 
council members and staff members complete sections of the questionnaire and 
provide the information to the office by the first week of January. 

 
4. A request for a handicapped parking space was received from Thomas Propst of 

331 Fourth Street.  Mr. Straub and Mr. Wetzel moved and seconded a motion to 
approve his request.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, Mr. 
Wetzel voted aye; Mr. Long, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger and Ms. Lark voted nay.  
A letter will be sent to Mr. Propst with the suggestion that he may reapply once he 
provides a copy of his handicapped placard. 

 
5. Larson Design Group, Inc. submitted a proposal to provide General Consulting 

Services in 2009.  There is no retainer fee as part of the consultation agreement.  
Mr. Wolfe tabled the request until January. 

 
6. Mr. Straub noted that the Kiwanis Club used to put their trash in the garbage can at 

the garage but that the barrels are no longer at the garage.  Mr. Slodysko stated that 



 5

they were moved to the rear of the garage.  The council’s consensus was that the 
Kiwanis may place their trash in the Borough’s dumpster. 

 
7. Mayor Brosius received an email from a representative of Best Buy.  The company 

employees may provide volunteer service to the community and will contact her 
after the holidays to learn of possible projects. 

 
8. Mr. Slodysko informed the council that the clock in front of the Northumberland 

National Bank is not working.  It had been donated to the Borough by the bank 
when it was erected.  Council discussed various options and suggested that it be 
taken down until council has more information and decides what to do with it. 

 
9. The articles for the winter newsletter are due by January 2, 2009. 

 
10. Mr. Straub noted that the Recycling Center processed 290,000 pounds of materials 

in 2008.  Mrs. Groninger commended Mr. Straub for his work at the recycling 
center, adding that since he has become involved, the program is well-organized.  
Others commented on the improvements to the center and recognized that the 
center has new volunteers. 

 
11. Ms. Lark stated that she has a new appreciation for the work that is undertaken by 

the council members since she has been on the council.  It was also noted that this 
council provides information to the public through the newsletters and the borough 
website. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
January 5, 2009 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Timothy 
Fink, Police Chief; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Robert Long was 
on vacation. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius requested that the following resolution be noted in the record: 

 
RESOLUTION 

In recognition of the Tenth Anniversary of the Martin Concini Jr. Memorial Toy Drive 
conducted by the Northumberland Police Department. 
 Whereas, in 1990 Martin Concini Jr., Chief of the Northumberland Police 
Department (NPD), saw the need to assist less fortunate families in the area. 
 Whereas, with his officers and the help of local Sunshine Bike Shop owner Francis 
Hummel, bikes were repaired and distributed until Chief Concini’s untimely death in 1992. 
 Whereas, in 1998, under the leadership of Sergeant Clifford Kriner the NPD 
began to collect un-wrapped toys for distribution to the less fortunate, in memory of 
their dear friend and Chief. 
 Whereas, during the past ten years the program has grown and the late Chief’s 
daughters, Breanne, Ashley and Crystal Concini, have helped with this program as well as 
many others. 
 Now Therefore, this 3rd day of January 2009, Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor of the 
Borough of Northumberland, and the Northumberland Borough Council, as 
Representatives of the Citizens of Northumberland, do hereby issue this Resolution as an 
expression of our gratitude and appreciation to the officers of the Northumberland Police 
Department, and others who have participated in this drive for the past 10 years, 
commending them for their exemplary Community Spirit in Service to the Borough of 
Northumberland and to the needy children of several other communities as well. 
  
 Bryan M. Wolfe, Council President   Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor 
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Street Supervisor’s Report 
• Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that the street department is currently picking up 

Christmas trees. 
• The town clock is being refurbished and repaired.  Discussion ensued. 
• Information has been obtained from a company that installs colored aggregates for 

walkways.  The product is ¾ inches thick.  In order to install this product in the 
downtown crosswalks, it would require the removal of the bricks and concrete base 
and installation of asphalt for a new base.  Mr. Slodysko proposed an alternative of 
installing colored concrete and stamping it to resemble bricks.  He will obtain more 
information. 

• Mr. Slodysko reported that the trees in the downtown area should be trimmed.  He 
will speak with the Shade Tree Commission.  He also stated that the berries are 
dropping even though the trees were sprayed last spring.  Council discussed the 
measures that have been taken and alternatives to be considered. 

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report - No report 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report - No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report - No report 
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 
 Mr. Straub stated that the committee would meet on January 27 at 7:00 p.m. 
 One topic of discussion will be a Winter Festival. 
     
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe requested that the council approve a tax anticipation loan.  Ms. Lark 
moved to approve application for a $100,000 tax anticipation loan at an interest rate 
of 2.8%.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
    Personnel  

Mr. Wolfe requested that council members consider volunteering to serve on the 
committee to negotiate a new police contract.  Anyone willing to do so should let 
him know.   
 
Mr. Rees asked if the police are interested in merging with Point Township’s 
department.  Chief Fink replied that the officers would be willing to meet with the 
council to discuss their views.   

  
    Public Safety 
 Mr. Wetzel announced that the committee would not meet this month. 
 
    Rules 

The committee has provided the council with the draft of an animal ordinance.  Ms. 
Lark requested that any questions or concerns regarding the ordinance be 
forwarded to her before the work session.  The committee will meet on January 20 
at 6:00 to review any questions pertaining to the ordinance. 
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    Streets 
 Mr. Rees said that the committee would meet on Tuesday, January 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Mr. Wolfe recommended that the solicitor be contacted for advice about the 
Riverview Cemetery Board’s request of the Borough to abandon the unopened 
portion of 7th Street by cemetery. 
 
Several residents have questioned whether parking is permitted on Susquehanna 
Road because vehicles are being parked on the street at one residence.  The 
residents have concerns that the parked vehicles create a safety hazard because the 
street is not very wide.  

        
Old Business 

1. On a motion by Mr. Wolfe, seconded by Ms. Groninger, council voted 
unanimously to approve Larson Design, Inc. to provide General Consulting 
Services in 2009. 

 
2. Council members are asked to complete the survey requesting Infrastructure Needs 

as requested by PSAB.  They should provide their responses to the Borough Office 
by Friday, January 9th. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger discussed several letters from PennDOT.  One regarding the 

reconstruction of Route 147 and whether the Borough would contribute toward the 
cost of new crosswalks.  The council had decided not to contribute to the new 
crosswalks.  The second letter requested that the Borough agree to maintain 
cameras at the traffic lights to aid the flow of traffic by changing the light cycle.  
PennDOT would install the cameras instead of the wire loops under the street.  It 
was recommended that the Street Committee determine if the cameras should be 
approved. 

 
4. Council discussed a letter from the PUC regarding Comcast’s request for an 

extension to December 31, 2009 for the installation of an aerial communication line 
at the crossing where Lower Orange Street crosses the North Shore Railroad.  The 
PUC granted the extension request, but allowed that the council could file a petition 
with the Commission if dissatisfied with the resolution.    

 
5. Mayor Brosius thanked the Kiwanis Club for the use of the building for non-profit 

organizations’ meetings. 
 
New Business 

1. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2008 council 
meeting.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the 
minutes reflect the council’s negative response to PennDOT request’s to pay 
toward new handicapped ramps along Duke Street when the street is repaved. 

 
2. Mr. Rees moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  

Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General 
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Fund total $51,789.10; Liberty Splashland bills total $58.65; Norry Playground 
bills total $31.71; and Parking Meter Fund bills total $312.91. 

 
3. Handicapped Parking Space requests 

Mr. Wolfe moved to approve a handicapped parking space for Mary Smith at 340 
Fourth Street.  Ms. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call 
vote – Mr. Wetzel, Mrs. Groninger, Ms. Lark, Mr. Rees, and Mr. Straub voted aye; 
Mr. Wolfe voted nay.  Motion was approved by a vote of 5-1. 

  
Mr. Wetzel moved to approve a handicapped parking space for Thomas Propst at 
331 Fourth Street.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call 
vote – Ms. Lark, Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Wetzel voted aye; Mr. Wolfe and 
Mrs. Groninger voted nay. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested that the office keep a list of handicapped spaces.  A list was 
created several years ago and will be updated. 
 

4. Mr. Rees moved to adopt Resolution A-2009.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  
This is the Schedule of Fees and Penalties for 2009.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
5. On motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Ms. Lark, council unanimously approved 

Resolution B-2009 which provides approval for dotGrant use. 
 

6. Council discussed deed restrictions for streets in the hill section of the Borough.  
The office will obtain copies of deed restrictions regarding parking on the streets in 
the developments. 

 
7. Mr. Slodysko requested permission to obtain costs to install a generator at the 

traffic lights when there is a power outage.  Council approved his request.  
 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
February 3, 2009 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Brosius, Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas 
Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.   
 
Five members of the public were present. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Ty Sees asked where the EPA investigation stands for Pineknotter Park.  He was 
informed that the EPA is waiting for a final report from the company that was contracted 
to perform the inspection.  The representative from the EPA was asked if there is any 
reason to close the park at this time and responded that there is not.  Mr. Wolfe noted that 
the people who are contacting the radio station anonymously are quoting a letter from 1998 
and that since 1998, the Borough has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to make sure 
the area is safe.  Mr. Wolfe added that the DEP inspects the property on a regular basis.   
 
Ryan Tira, an attorney with McNerney, Page, Vanderlin & Hall, was introduced as the 
Borough’s solicitor. 
 
Executive Session 
At 7:09 p.m. the council adjourned for an Executive Session to discuss litigation and 
personnel issues.  Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. and noted that no actions 
were required. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius noted that the council has received the police report.   
She also read excerpts from a letter from Chief Mazzeo of the Sunbury Police Department, 
commending Chief Timothy Fink and Officer David Donmoyer for their performance of 
service at an incident in Sunbury in December of 2008.  Chief Mazzeo noted that the 
officers exhibited the highest levels of law enforcement professionalism and did earn and 
therefore deserve this Commendation of Merit.  The letter was signed by Chief Mazzeo on 
January 10, 2009.    
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
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Mr. Slodysko had no comments but offered to take any questions. 
 
Mr. Pat McPherson commended the street department for clearing the streets during the 
recent snow storm. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Chris Boyer, President of the Emergency Services Board requested that the council 
approve that they re-write the ordinance that pertains to the Board and the Fire 
Department.  Mr. Wolfe advised that the group should present their revisions to the Rules 
Committee who would review it before recommending them to the council. 
 
Mr. Boyer asked if the Fire Department could continue to distribute the smoke detectors 
that were purchased with a grant from the Degenstein Foundation and contributions from 
the borough and township fire companies.  The department held an open house in the fall 
at the Hookies and distributed smoke detectors and had refreshments, handouts, and door 
prizes.  Mr. Wolfe approved the request to continue to distribute smoke detectors. 
 
Fire Chief Report 
Fire Chief Jim Troup provided a report for the month of January 2009 to the council.  Mrs. 
Groninger asked if there is a problem with training, because of information that was 
reported on the minutes.  Mr. Troup advised that the firemen train weekly and that at this 
time there are no problems.  He explained the meaning of box cards.   
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mayor Brosius announced that the S. Luther Savidge Trust met and approved the 
Borough’s application for $30,000 for the renovation of the community room at the 
2nd Street building.  Mr. Straub moved that the council approve to proceed with the 
project of renovating the community room by obtaining specifications from the 
architect to demolish partitions and install a beam in the building. Mr. Rees 
seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote.  All ayes. 
 
A group in interested in renting several classrooms this summer.  Mr. Straub will 
meet with them and pursue the topic. 
 
Mr. Wolfe made a motion to learn what is necessary to sell the current Borough 
Building and to obtain quotes for an appraisal of the property.  The solicitor is to 
review the deed to the property.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Discussion 
ensued.  Mr. Wolfe noted that the Borough could move the daily operations to the 
2nd Street building and use the proceeds from the sale of the current Borough 
Building toward the renovations.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 

    Finance  
Mr. Wolfe noted that the Borough ended 2009 with a deficit of $4,200.  The 
committee will meet in March to review the budget numbers.  Mr. Tira explained 
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the highlights of Resolution C-2009, the Tax & Revenue Anticipation Note.  The 
tax-free rate is 2.8% through the Northumberland National Bank and is to be used 
as a line of credit.  It was noted that if the grant reimbursements are received, the 
loan may not be necessary.  On a motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Ms. Lark, the 
council unanimously approved Resolution C-2009. 
 

    Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger stated that the Borough has received a grievance from the Street 
Crew.   
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Jonathan Rees, Judith Groninger and he, the 
Personnel Committee, would serve as the negotiating committee for the police 
contract.  Mr. Wolfe would like to begin meeting in April.  Mr. Tira will review the 
deadlines to be met. 
 

    Public Safety  
 Mr. Wetzel stated that there is no report and that the committee would not meet in 
 February. 
 
    Rules 

Ms. Lark announced that the committee would meet at 6:00 p.m. on February 17 to 
discuss the animal ordinance. 
 

    Streets 
Mr. Rees stated that the committee approved the PennDOT request to permit the 
installation of cameras to regulate traffic lights instead of the loops under the 
roadway. 
 
Mr. Slodysko is obtaining information to purchase a mini excavator. 
 
The committee will meet next week at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Tira explained the procedures required to vacate a portion of the unopened 7th 
Street by the Riverview Cemetery as requested by the Cemetery Board.  The office 
will advise the Cemetery Board of the steps to be taken.  The most expeditious 
method would be for all the adjoining landowners to present a petition to the 
council to vacate the unopened portion of 7th Street and wave any potential 
damages to the property.   

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that he has contacted the insurance company for the house on 5th 
Street that was destroyed by fire on January 1.  The Borough’s ordinance requires that a 
percentage of the insurance money be held in escrow until the property is repaired or torn 
down. 
 
Mr. Ruane read a letter about the landlords and the rental ordinance noting that most 
landlords are complying with the ordinance and having their rental units inspected.  Mr. 
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Tira advised that the Borough should follow through with the provisions of the ordinance 
for those who have not complied. 
 
Presentation        
Mr. Wolfe announced that Greg Carl has been awarded the Volunteerism Award by the 
Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society, Inc. for his work at Liberty Splashland.  Mr. 
Wolfe, Mayor Brosius, and the council congratulated him on this accomplishment.  Mr. 
Carl responded with appreciation for the council for supporting his ideas and for Tom 
Slodysko for helping him to complete the renovations at the pool.   
 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe conducted the bid opening for the 2002 Ford Explorer.  One bid of 
$1,000 was received from Mr. Donald Keiser Rear of Milton, PA.  No motion was 
offered to accept the bid.   

 
On a motion by Mr. Straub, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the council voted 
unanimously to have the vehicle sold through North Shore Auto Sales. 
 

2. Correspondence from PENCOM regarding the Direct Energy program has been 
received.  Mr. Tira will check with the company to see if a vote may be taken on 
March 3rd so there is more time to review the information.  Mr. Wolfe stated that if 
the vote must be taken before then, the work session could be advertised as a 
regular meeting.    

 
3. Mayor Brosius suggested that the Borough should have a representative on the 

Chamber of Commerce’s transportation committee to support the bypass.  She 
requested that anyone who is interested contact her. 

 
New Business 

1. On a motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the council unanimously 
approved the minutes of the January 5, 2009 council meeting with one abstention 
by Mr. Long.  Discussion ensued.  It was suggested that the trees in the downtown 
area be trimmed before spring.  Mrs. Groninger asked if a quote was obtained for 
the work to replace the crosswalks in the downtown intersections.  Mr. Slodysko 
has explored the various products available and is obtaining prices.  Mrs. Groninger 
questioned if a meeting has been set between the council and police.  Mr. Wolfe 
replied that the police are to provide dates when they would be available.     

 
2. Mr. Straub moved to approve the payment of the bills.  Mr. Long seconded the 

motion.  Discussion ensued.  The motion and second were revised to exclude the 
bill of $1,500 for the Revitalizing River Towns project.  Council voted 
unanimously to approve the remaining bills.  Bills to be paid from the general Fund 
total $31,736.48; Liquid Fuel bills total 3,890.69; and Liberty Splashland bills total 
$1,500. 

 
3. Mr. Long moved and Mr. Rees seconded a motion to reappoint Margaret Weirick 

to the Planning Commission.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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4. Mr. Long moved and Mr. Rees seconded a motion to reappoint Margaret Weirick 
to the Shade Tree Commission.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Mrs. Groninger moved and Ms. Lark seconded a motion to reappoint Richard Hort 

to the Zoning Hearing Board.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

6. Mr. Wolfe asked about Herb Gottshall’s health.  Mayor Brosius responded that Mr. 
Gottshall, the Borough’s EMA director, has been improving since his heart attack 
and plans to return to work. 

 
7. A question arose about deed restrictions and parking on Borough streets in a 

development.  Mr. Tira explained that a developer or a neighbor would have the 
right to have the deed restrictions enforced.  Mayor Brosius noted that the streets on 
the hill are too narrow to permit two-way traffic if vehicles are parked on the street.  
The streets are also too narrow for a fire truck to get through with parked vehicles.  
Mr. Tira responded that without an ordinance and no parking signs, the Borough 
has no means of enforcement.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that the Street Committee 
review the situation and make a recommendation to council.  

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that, after much deliberating, he has decided not to run for re-
election to council in 2009.   

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
March 3, 2009 

 
Borough Council Vice President Jonathan Rees called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan 
Rees, Darvin Straub, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, 
Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council 
President Bryan Wolfe was absent due to a prior commitment. 
 
The four visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:06 p.m. to discuss personnel 
issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:23 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to hire Wade Lytle as a part-time police officer.  She added that all 
candidates were qualified and the personnel committee was pleased with the applications.  
Mr. Lytle is available to work all shifts and the committee is recommending he be hired.  
Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius announced that the police have had several drug busts recently.  The police 
are actively pursuing every lead and arrests have been made.   
 
Police Chief Timothy Fink read the following letter into the record: 
 
 “Northumberland Borough Council, 
  This letter is to inform the Northumberland Borough Council of an incident 
 which had taken place in the Borough of Northumberland on 02 March, 2009.  I 
 would like to officially acknowledge certain agencies and I would like for this to be 
 part of the official Borough minutes for the month of March, 2009. 
  At 18:08 hours on the evening of Monday 02 March, 2009, Officer 
 Hennessey of the Northumberland Police Department received information from a 
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 caller that her paramour had threatened to shoot her.  The complainant, who lives in 
 the 500 block of Queen Street, advised her paramour, a 38-year old male that she 
 was going to call the police after which he replied, “the first one to come to the 
 door will be shot”.  
  Several surrounding neighbors were evacuated, the block was shut down to 
 all traffic and a perimeter was set to contain the threat.  Once the perimeter was set, 
 two trained police negotiators made contact with the suspect via the telephone.  
 After several minutes of conversation between the subject and the negotiators, the 
 subject agreed to come out of his house unarmed.  At 20:10 hours the subject was 
 taken into custody without incident. 
  My thanks goes out to Chief Mazzeo and the five members who responded 
 with him to our call for help from the Sunbury Police Department, as well as the 
 two additional officers called in off duty to handle incidents in Sunbury, 
 Northumberland and Point Township while this incident was taking place. 
  I would also like to thank the two Point Township officers who responded 
 as well as several Pennsylvania State Troopers who responded along with Corporal 
 Cook of the Stonington Barracks, the AREA Ambulance Service for being on 
 stand-b y and to the six officers from the Northumberland Police Department for 
 their response and service to the Borough once the situation was quelled.  I would 
 like to  mention a “job well done” by the Northumberland County Communications 
 Center.   I would like to thank the Northumberland Emergency Services Board for 
 graciously vacating the council chambers and moving their meeting so that we 
 could use the council chambers during this incident. 
  I would like to specifically mention a “job well done” to the two trained 
 hostage negotiators from the Sunbury Police Department, Brad Hare and Stephen 
 Bennick, for their professionalism and expertise in talking the subject out of his 
 house without injury to him or anyone else. 
        Timothy Fink” 
 
Mr. Rees noted the council’s thanks to the chief and to everyone else involved.  
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Don Frye, Sr. and Don Frye, Jr. for donating their time to install 
flooring at the Girl Scout House.  She also thanked the Brownie Troop #15 for spear-
heading the drive for the new flooring and the Revitalization Committee for their donation 
for the flooring.  
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 

Mr. Thomas Slodysko described the equipment that he would like to purchase this 
year and the funding that is required.  He also reviewed the list of street projects 
that are proposed to be completed this year.  The committee meeting scheduled for 
March 10th was rescheduled to Monday, March 9th at 4:30.  Mr. Tira advised that 
the meeting would not need to be advertised as long as the meeting is a work 
session and there is no quorum of council. 
 
Mr. Slodysko stated that the crew would be sealing cracks with the tar buggy to 
preserve streets.   
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Ms. Lark moved to purchase the Takeuchi mini-excavator from Medico Industries 
for $38,168.  This item is on state contract.  Her motion includes the purchase of a 
trailer and steel plates.  The cost of these items is $15,176 over the amount 
budgeted for 2009 equipment.  She stated that the $15,176 is to come from the 
Liquid Fuels Fund.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Ms. Lark 
amended the motion to stipulate that the council would decide how the additional 
cost would be paid once the bill is received since several options are available.  Mr. 
Rees amended the second.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve the purchases. 
 
Paving bids are due to the COG by the March 18. 
 

Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
 Ms. Lark reported that the agreements with the railroads have been settled.   
  
Emergency Services Board Report 

No report 
 
Mr. Tira noted a letter from Gregory A. Stuck, Esq. regarding the election of Michael S. 
Reedy, Deputy Chief of the Northumberland Borough Fire Department.  Mr. Mike 
McPherson, a member of the Number 1’s, asked for the Borough solicitor’s opinion about 
the qualifications to be a fire chief.  Discussion ensued.  The solicitor will provide an 
opinion to the council and council will provide a written decision to the Emergency 
Services Board and each fire company. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted that the council had received a report from the Number 1’s reporting 
on the number of volunteer hours in the company for 2008.  A total of 91 activities and 
503.75 of documented man hours were reported.  Mr. Robin Bolig added that the number 
of volunteer hours is actually higher than reported because some hours do not get 
documented. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
 No report 
  

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 
 Mr. Straub announced that the committee will meet on Wednesday, March 25th 
 instead of Tuesday.   
  

The following companies provided the quotes for a certified appraisal of the current 
Borough Building: 
 Appraisal & Marketing  
     Restrictive report (sales comparisons) - $1,200 
     Sales Comparisons, Income Approach & Competitive Listings - $1,800 

Arrow Appraisals - $1,100 
Mary Beth Rodriguez (Bowen Agency) 
    Summary report - $500 
    Summary report with more details and competitive listings - $750 
Villager Realty - $1,800 
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Mr. Tira advised that the appraisal is required to establish fair market value.  The 
Borough must sell the property by enclosed bid or public auction.  The fair market 
value is the amount that the council will use to accept or reject a bid. 
 
Mr. Straub moved to engage Mary Beth Rodriguez to provide a certified appraisal 
at the cost of $500.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Council discussed where to 
obtain the funding for the cost of the appraisal and determined to use General 
Funds to be replaced from the proceeds of the sale of the building.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 
 
Mr. Straub moved and Mr. Long seconded a motion to advertise for bids for the 

 demolition of the walls and installation of the beam for the multi-purpose room at 
 the 2nd Street Community Center once the specifications are completed.  Roll call 
 vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Long moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion to advertise for bids for the 

 repairs to the gazebo in the King Street Park once the specifications are completed.  
 Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
A new grant application is available from the Department of Community and 
Economic Development.  Mr. Long moved that the Borough apply for funding to 
re-roof the Kiwanis building and the building that is rented by A.R.E.A. Services.  
The application is also to include renovations to the interior of the Kiwanis 
Building.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
It was noted that the Borough has applied for stimulus funds for many items not 
mentioned in the Daily Item article which only named playgrounds.  Funds were 
also requested to make street repairs, replace storm sewers, for the 2nd Street 
Community Center, and to purchase new vehicles.     

     
    Finance 
 Mr. Rees announced that the committee would meet on March 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
    Personnel  
 No report 
 
    Public Safety 
 No report 
 
    Rules  

The committee will meet on March 17 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the animal ordinance.  
Ms. Lark added that she has provided copies of the ordinance to the solicitor, police 
chief, and code office.  She requested that any questions or concerns be forwarded 
to the Borough Secretary before the meeting.   
 
The committee will also hear concerns from the Emergency Services Board.  Mr. 
Wetzel had attended the Emergency Services Board meeting and noted that the 
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board has a question regarding the requirements to be fire chief and deputy fire 
chief and whether the nominee must be an active member of the company that is 
nominating him.  The solicitor will provide an opinion based on the current 
ordinance.  The Board had also discussed changing the current ordinance.  The 
committee would like the Board to provide them with their recommendations. 
 

    Streets 
The committee decided to meet on Monday at 4:30 since several parties will not be 
available on Tuesday evening. 

         
Old Business 

1. Mr. Tira has reviewed the contract with PENCOM concerning Direct Energy.  He 
stated that the contract is legally valid but he is recommending that the council 
check with C.S.I.U. to learn if an electrical consultant had reviewed the contract. 

 
2. Mr. Wetzel asked if the Cemetery Board has responded to the council’s suggestion 

that they contact the other adjoining property owners to present a petition to the 
council to vacate the unopened portion of 7th Street and wave any potential 
damages to the property.  This information was provided to the Cemetery Board, 
but no response has yet been received. 
 

3. Mayor Brosius noted that Susquehanna student volunteers will be in the Borough 
on March 21st working at Liberty Splashland and 2nd Street Community Center. 

 
4. Mr. Slodysko reported that Penn DOT is looking for a place to take 800 cubic yards 

of fill.  
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2008 council meeting. 

Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
2. On a motion by Ms. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Long, the council voted 

unanimously to approve payment of the bills.  Bills to be paid from the General 
Fund total $28,474.36 and Liberty Splashland bills total $102.24. 

 
Mr. Long moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
April 7, 2009 

 
Borough Council Vice-President Jonathan Rees called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Robert Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough 
Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary 
 
One visitor was present. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
No report 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
No report 
  
Fire Chief’s Report  
Fire Chief Jim Troup reported that the Fire Department reported to ten calls this month.  
Discussion was held concerning false alarms at Nottingham Village.  
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius stated that the police report for the month is available. 
 
A Crime Watch meeting was held at the Savoy on April 2nd with approximately 60 
residents in attendance.  Another meeting is scheduled for May 7th. 
 
Mayor Brosius commended the police on solving the crime of the vandalism of 
approximately sixty vehicles.  Mr. Tira noted that the district attorney may pursue 
restitution from the parents of the 13-year olds who were responsible for keying the 
automobiles. 
 
Mayor Brosius has composed a letter to be sent to the PA Museum Commission opposing 
the closing of the Priestley House and noting the historical and scientific value of the 
building.  In addition to Barbara Franco, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Historical 
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and Museum Commission, copies of the letter were sent to Senator Gordner, 
Representative Phillips, and Governor Rendell.  She requested that the letter be included in 
the minutes: 

      “April 7, 2009 
 
 It has been brought to our attention that the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission Sustainability Committee draft report has recommended 
closing the Priestley House in Northumberland due to budgetary problems. 
 We in the Borough of Northumberland would be sadly affected by such a 
move.  The Joseph Priestley House Museum is not only a national historical 
landmark but the only state museum in the area. 
 We consider it to be a significant part of our community’s 237 year history.  
Dr. Priestley’s residence here has been a source of great pride as is evidenced by 
the name of our library, an elementary school, a street and a bridge.  It puts us on 
the map.  It gives us identity. 
 History and science both come alive for people of all ages who visit the 
House.  Many school children have enjoyed various activities sponsored at the 
Joseph Priestley House.  The excellent staff and volunteers have held many 
worthwhile programs and these would be missed if the museum should close. 
 The American Chemical Society (the Society) is the largest scientific 
society in the world and got its start right here in Northumberland on July 31, 1974 
at the Priestley House at the centennial celebration of Dr. Priestley’s discovery of 
oxygen.  It was during this celebration the initial steps were taken to form the 
Society.  Members of this esteemed group have met here in Northumberland in 
recent times as well.  In 1994 the American Chemical Society designated Dr. 
Priestley’s Pennsylvania home a National Historic Chemical Landmark.  And in 
2000 the Society joined the Royal Society of Chemistry in designating Bowood 
House, the site of Priestley’s English laboratory, an International Historic Chemical 
Landmark. In 1922 the Society established the Priestley Medal as its highest honor.  
It is awarded for distinguished service in the field of chemistry.  The medal 
originally awarded once every three years, since 1944 has been awarded yearly. 
 So we as representatives of the people of Northumberland are asking you to 
please do what you can to keep this museum open remembering that our 
community would suffer a great loss if the Joseph Priestley House should close.  
We thank you in advance for your consideration to this matter. 
 
     Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor  
   
     Bryan M. Wolfe, Borough Council President” 
 
Mayor Brosius encouraged residents to attend the meeting at 7:00 p.m. on April 9 
at the Unitarian Church on Route 11 to support the Priestley House.  She also 
encouraged people to write to Senator Gordner, Representative Phillips, Barbara 
Franco of the PA Museum Commission and Governor Rendell. 
 

Council member Cynthia Lark arrived at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Volunteers will be working in the Borough on April 17th.  The United Way is 
sponsoring the “Day of Action” and two groups will be here; employees from 
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Cherokee Pharmaceuticals will be working at Liberty Splashland, and employees 
from the Sunbury Community Hospital will volunteer at the 2nd Street Community 
Center. 
 
The Revitalization Committee has set May 11 to May 16 as Community Pride 
Week.  Residents are being recruited to help clean up the parks, the downtown and 
beautify the town. 
  

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub has contacted four contractors to obtain quotes to finish the wood floors 
in the two classrooms at the 2nd Street end of the building.  Two contractors 
responded.  The low quote of $5,337 was from John L. Kerstetter Floor Sanding & 
Finishing.  The other quote was $9,405.  
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to accept the low quote from John L. Kerstetter Floor 
Sanding & Finishing.  The payment will be made from the 2nd Street fund.  If 
additional funds are required, the money will be borrowed from the General Fund 
and repaid once other donations are secured.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  
Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote was unanimous to accept the low quote.    
 
Mr. Straub noted that another party has inquired about using classrooms at the Park 
Avenue end of the building. 
 
Mr. Tira will provide a lease to be used with tenants.     
 
Council was informed that Mr. Carl has obtained tapes about pool safety that will 
be shown to all pool employees.  Liberty Splashland employee guidelines were 
distributed to the council.  Mr. Tira will review the guidelines before the council 
votes to approve them.  Mrs. Groninger suggested that once the guidelines are 
approved, the pool employees should be requested to sign that they have read them.  
Discussion ensued regarding whether to call them guidelines or policies. 
 
An application has been submitted to the Sunbury/Northumberland Trust to request 
funds to enlarge the fence at Liberty Splashland.  The trustees meet in May. 
 
The Community Development Committee will meet on April 29 at 7:00 instead of 
April 28th at the Borough Building. 

 
        Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel reported that he attended the Emergency Services Board meeting last 
night.  The fire companies are in the process of distributing smoke alarms to 
residents of the Borough and Point Township.  The group would like to distribute 
packets with safety information to residents in the two communities through a door 
to door campaign.  The packets will include a recruitment letter and information 
about smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors along with 4-inch bag clips 
imprinted with the fire companies’ information.  Approximately 3,700 households 
would receive the packets.  The group is requesting that the Borough approve a 
contribution of up to $1,400 toward the cost of these packets.  Mr. Wetzel moved to 
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approve payment of up to $1,400.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Discussion 
ensued.  The money that remains from the funding for the Smoke Detector program 
is to be used toward this campaign.  The motion was tabled. 
 

Council member Bryan Wolfe arrived at 7:45 p.m. and assumed the president’s chair. 
 
Mr. Wetzel stated that another topic that was discussed by the Emergency Services 
Board was reflective signs for addresses. 
 

    Rules 
Ms. Lark reported that the solicitor has reviewed the animal ordinance and has 
provided several suggestions.  Discussion ensued.   

     
   Streets 
 The bids for the street construction have been let out by the COG and will be 
 opened at their April 15th meeting.  Mr. Rees added that the committee would not 
 meet in April. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 

Ms. Lark reported that Representative Merle Phillips and Senator John Gordner 
have provided letters of support for the grant for the Northumberland Sewer 
Authority’s project.  If awarded, the grant would finance half the cost of the 
project. 

         
Old Business 

1. Information has been received from the CSIU regarding PENCOM and Direct 
Energy.  The Pennsylvania Energy Consortium used a formal RFP in 2001 to select 
an electricity services provider to coordinate the purchase of electricity for the 
members.  Strategic Energy (now Direct Energy) was chosen based on their 
response.  Direct Energy will purchase blocks of electricity at strategic times in the 
wholesale market in coordination with the PENCON Board based on market timing 
to obtain the best prices of wholesale electricity.  In addition to the CSIU, there are 
approximately 180 members in the consortium from across the state.  Direct Energy 
will only purchase electricity for metered accounts so the street lights will still be 
billed through PPL since the borough is charged for the cost of electricity, and 
repair and replacement of the light, for each light fixture.  On a motion by Mr. 
Wolfe and seconded by Mr. Long, the council voted unanimously to join Direct 
Energy. 

 
2. On a motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Ms. Lark, the council voted unanimously 

to approve the request from Red Cross to use Liberty Splashland for swimming 
lessons.  The charge to use the pool is to remain at $600, the same as last year.  
This fee covers the cost for utilities and chemicals. 

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved and Ms. Lark seconded a motion to approve the minutes of 
the March 3, 2008 council meeting.  Voting to approve were Mr. Wetzel, Mrs. 
Groninger, Ms. Lark, Mr. Long, Mr. Rees and Mr. Straub.  Mr. Wolfe abstained 
because he was not present at the meeting. 
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2. Mr. Wetzel moved and Mr. Long seconded the motion to approve payment of the 

bills.  Discussion ensued.  Council unanimously approved.  Bills to be paid from 
the General Fund are $28,474.36 and Liberty Splashland bills to be paid total 
$102.24.  

 
3. A correspondence has been received regarding the Riverstock Triathlon planned for 

August 30, 2009.  The group has requested that the Borough to provide police, fire 
department and fire police assistance during the event.  Mr. Wolfe tabled any action 
on the request pending additional information.  

 
4. Mr. Rees and Mr. Long moved and seconded a motion to adopt Resolution D-2009.  

This is a bank resolution to authorize signers for the Beaver Fire Insurance Escrow 
Account.  Those authorized to sign are Bryan M. Wolfe, Jonathan D. Rees, Jane G. 
Sanders-Ressler and Janice R. Bowman.   

 
5. Mr. Long and Mr. Straub moved and seconded a motion to adopt Resolution E-

2009.  This resolution authorizes Bryan M. Wolfe to be the signer for the DCNR 
grant application. 

 
6. Robert Wallace of 253 Hanover Street has requested a handicapped parking space 

be designated in front of his residence.  Mrs. Groninger so moved.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimous to grant the request. 

 
7. Ms. Lark and Mr. Long moved and seconded a motion to transfer $1000 from 

General Fund to Liberty Splashland account.  This money is a portion of the 
recreation tax for 2009.  Council voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 
8. Mary Beth Rodriguez has completed the appraisal of the Borough property at 221 

Second Street.  She recommends that the property be surveyed prior to being 
offered for sale.  Mr. Tira noted that there is no description for this property and 
recommended that quotes be obtained for a survey of the property.  Upon a motion 
by Ms. Lark, seconded by Mr. Straub, the council voted unanimously to obtain 
quotes to have the Borough property surveyed. 

 
9. Mr. Wolfe announced that a “Meet the Candidates Night” would be held on April 

28 at 7:00 p.m.  All candidates for borough council and the mayor offices will be 
invited to attend.  The council discussed where to hold the event and determined 
that the Kiwanis Building would be the best venue.  The Daily Item and Sunbury 
Broadcasting will be informed of the plans.  

 
The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session at 8:20 p.m. to discuss personnel 
issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe and Mrs. Groninger made a seconded a motion to apply for the COPS grant for 
one officer.  Discussion ensued.  This grant funds the officer’s salary and benefits for three 
years.  The Borough must commit to fund the grant for a fourth year.  Council members 
voting to approve the application were Mr. Wetzel, Mrs. Groninger, Ms. Lark, Mr. Long, 
Mr. Rees and Mr. Straub; Mr. Wolfe voted no.  Motion passed 6-1. 
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Mr. Wetzel moved to approve $1,100 funding toward the materials for the fire companies’ 
door to door campaign.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  This amount is in addition to the 
amount budgeted for the Fire Department budget.  Roll call vote was unanimous to 
approve the motion.   
 
Mr. Long moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street  

Northumberland, PA 17857 
Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

May 5, 2009 

 
Borough Council President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, 
Frank Wetzel and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough 
Solicitor; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
Timothy Fink, Police Chief; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Judith 
Groninger was absent. 
 
Two visitors were present. 
 
Public Comment  
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 

• Mayor Gretchen Brosius reported the Chief Fink has finished three weeks of DARE 
education at the C.W. Rice Middle School. 

• The COPS grant as been submitted.   
• The crime watch meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 7th, at 7:00 p.m. at 

Townside at the Savoy. 
• Mayor Brosius thanked those who recently volunteered in Northumberland.  

Employees from the Cherokee Plant volunteered their time at Liberty Splashland and 
Sunbury Community Hospital employees painted at the 2nd Street Community Center.  
These groups were part of the Days of Action, sponsored by Greater Susquehanna 
Valley Chamber of Commerce.  Mayor Brosius also thanked Steve Reeves for 
replacing the roof on the Santa House.  

• Mayor Brosius noted that National Day of Prayer would be celebrated in front of the 
Borough Building at noon on May 7th.  This event is sponsored by the 
Northumberland/ Point Township Ministerium. 

• History Day will be held on May 9th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Mayor Brosius 
added that volunteers are welcomed to help before, during and after the event.  The 
group will be setting up on Friday beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
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Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that the curbing project has been let out for bids.  A special 
meeting will be held on May 15th to open and consider the bids. 

  
The tar buggy is fully operational and the street sweeper has been running.  

 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

Mr. Paul Ruane reported that 158 letters were mailed regarding code violations.  He 
stated that during property inspections, he has noted safety issues such as lights that 
throw sparks, a lack of smoke detectors, and an issue with garbage removal. 

 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 

No report 
 

Emergency Services Board Report 
 No report 
 
Fire Chief’s Report  

Fire Chief Jim Troup reported that the department had eleven calls in April for a total 
of 163.25 hours.   
 

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

The committee will meet on May 25th.  They are holding a work session on May 9th to 
paint the walls in the classrooms so the floors may be refinished beginning May 18th. 
 
Mayor Brosius has learned that the H. Blanche Savidge Trust is now accepting 
applications for grant requests. Mayor Brosius suggested that a letter of request for 
funding for the gymnasium be submitted to the trustees.  The Joseph J. Anselmo, Sr. 
Community Trust has sent $7,500 toward the gymnasium refurbishment.  An 
additional $7,500 has been pledged for 2010. 
 
The quotes for the Multi-purpose room demolition and beam installation will be acted 
on at the special meeting on May 15, 2009. 
 
The quotes for the King Street Park Gazebo repair will also be acted on at the May 
15th special meeting. 
 

    Finance 
The 2008 audit has been received.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the council will act upon the 
audit at the June 2nd council meeting.   

  
            The Finance Committee will meet in June. 

 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the negotiating committee comprised of Jonathan Rees, Frank 
Wetzel and himself would meet on May 19th with the solicitor. 
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   Personnel  
Mr. Lee Shaffer has tendered his resignation as Health Officer.  Ms. Lark moved to 
accept Lee’s resignation, with regret.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  Mayor Brosius noted that Mr. Shaffer had been the Health 
Officer in the Borough for more than 20 years.  She added that a letter has been sent, 
thanking him for his years of service and wishing him the best in his retirement.  
 
Mr. Wolfe explained that the Borough and the City of Sunbury have shared a Health 
Officer for many years.  Sunbury has hired Mary Sue Buss as the new Health Officer.  
Mr. Wolfe moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded a motion that the Borough also hires 
Mary Sue Buss.  Her resume has been provided to the council.  Roll call vote was 
unanimous to hire Ms. Buss. 

     
   Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel reminded the council that a Neighborhood Watch meeting will be held on 
Thursday, May 7, at 7:00 p.m. at the Savoy.  He added that the Public Safety 
Committee would not meet in May. 
 

   Rules  
Ms. Lark reported that the Rules Committee will be recommending an ordinance 
pertaining to a sexual harassment policy to be adopted by the council.  One 
requirement for the COPS grant is to have a policy in place.  [Note:  The policy to be 
recommended is a drug-free workplace policy.] 

  
   Streets 

The paving bid has been awarded.  Eastern Industries was the low bidder for the street 
construction in the Borough with a bid of $117,775.  This bid was conducted through 
the Central Susquehanna COG.  Eastern will start to pave on the hill section of the 
Borough in the next week.  They will return later in the summer to pave Sixth Street. 
 
Mr. Wolfe discussed a letter from the Pennsylvania Water Company informing the 
Borough that they are requesting a rate increase of over 15% from the PUC.  Mr. 
Wetzel and Ms. Lark moved and seconded a motion to send a letter to the PUC stated 
that the council feels that a 15% water increase is to high given the current economic 
conditions and that the company has not substantiated the need for the increase.  
Council voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

          
Old Business 

1. Mr. Mark Cox had attended the April work session to present additional information 
to the council regarding the Riverstock Triathlon.  This race is will be run on August 
30th.  The race route includes traveling on King and Orange Streets and Priestley 
Avenue in the Borough.  Upon a motion and second by Mr. Rees and Mr. Long, the 
council unanimously approved the request.  Mayor Brosius noted that Mr. Cox had 
sent a thank-you note to her and the council for the opportunity to discuss the 
Riverstock Triathlon with them.  

 
2. The Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Plan has been presented at a public meeting in 

April that was hosted by the Planning Commissions from the Borough and the 
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Township.  A 45-day review and comment period will end on May 22nd.  The next 
step in the process is for the Council and Board of Supervisors to hold a public hearing 
for additional comments before the final vote on the plan.  Council discussed a 
possible date for the hearing and suggested that the hearing be held at 6:00 p.m. on 
June 2nd before the council meeting or on June 16th before the work session.  The 
Township Supervisors will be contacted for their preference.  The meeting will be held 
at the Kiwanis Building, if possible.     

 
3. Three quotes have been obtained to conduct a survey of the Borough property at 219-

221 Second Street.  They were from Larson Design Group, Inc. for $2,600 plus 
reimbursable expenses, Keefer & Associates, Inc. for $1,795, and Taylor & Associates 
for $1,500.  Ms. Lark moved to accept the lowest quote of $1,500 from Taylor & 
Associates.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Mr. Tira explained that the survey is 
necessary because there is currently no legal description of the property for the deed.  
Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
4. The Keystone COG has submitted a letter inviting the Borough to use their Appeals 

Board.  The Borough has had a 3-person Appeals Board.  There are pros and cons for 
each option.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that no action be taken at this time. 

 
5. Mr. Greg Carl has submitted a set of guidelines for Liberty Splashland.  The solicitor 

has reviewed them and made some changes.  Mr. Wolfe tabled action on them until 
the May 15th special meeting so council members have more time to review.     

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Wetzel moved and Mr. Rees seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the 
March 3, 2008 council meeting.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
2. On motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Straub, the council unanimously approved 

payment of the bills.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $36,005.22; and 
Liberty Splashland bills total $2,588.77. 

 
3. On motion by Mr. Wolfe, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the council unanimously approved 

transferring $6,000 of the recreation tax from the General Fund to the Liberty 
Splashland account. 

 
4. Mr. Long moved and Mr. Straub seconded a motion to reappoint Hope Kopf to the 

Civil Service Commission.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve the 
reappointment. 

 
5. Ms. Lark and Mr. Long moved and seconded a motion to authorize Janice Bowman, 

the Borough Secretary, to make purchases through the GSA (U.S. General Services 
Administration).  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
6. The American Legion Post 44 has requested permission to conduct a Flag Retirement 

Ceremony at Pineknotter Park at 3:00 p.m. on June 14th.  This request includes 
approval to burn the flags.  Mr. Long moved to approve the request and Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  [NOTE:  The Veterans have since 
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changed the venue of the Flag Retirement Ceremony to the Legion due to the closing 
of Route 11 and the underpass for road construction.] 

 
7. Mr. Ruane informed the council that the Legion will be receiving eight rifles.  He 

requested permission to have the guns delivered to the Borough Office because 
someone must be present to accept the packages between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.   
Approval was given. 

 
8. Mr. Wetzel stated that David Hollabaugh and Matthew Strauser are volunteering to 

host a fundraiser for the Borough at the Priestley-Savidge House with the proceeds 
going to the 2nd Street Community Center.  The council voiced their approval.  It was 
also noted that Mr. Hollabaugh and Mr. Strauser will host an open house at the 
property on May 23rd.   

 
Mr. Straub moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
  



 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street  

Northumberland, PA 17857 
Northumberland Borough Special Council Meeting 

May 15, 2009 

 
Borough Council President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Cynthia Lark, Judith Groninger, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Gretchen Brosius; Thomas Slodysko, 
Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Two visitors were present. 
 
Curbing Bid 
Mr. Wolfe opened the bids for the curbing project.  Mr. Wolfe moved to award the bid to the 
lowest apparent bidder who is Lytle Construction.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  One of 
the bidders, Mr. Thomas, noted that the total of the linear feet of curbing on Attachment 1 was 
twice the amount of the total specifications on Attachment 2.  The motion was tabled while 
Mr. Slodysko reviewed the specifications.   
 
Request from Bethany Trees to hold a 5K Run 
Bethany Treas requested permission for the Northumberland Christian School to host a 5K 
run and a kids' race in the Borough on October 3, 2009.  Ms. Lark and Mr. Straub moved and 
seconded a motion to approve her request.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Curbing Bid (continued) 
Mr. Slodysko stated that Mr. Thomas is correct.  The linear feet of curbing on Attachment 1 
should be 220.5, not 441.  Mr. Lytle’s unit prices on the bid sheet do not mathematically add 
up to the total bid.  Mr. Wolfe requested that the Borough Secretary contact Mr. Lytle to 
determine if he bid on the 220.5 or 441 feet of curbing and the Solicitor to determine if the bid 
can be awarded as bid.  Mr. Wolfe moved and Mr. Straub seconded the motion to award the 
bid to the lowest responsible bidder, upon the advice of the solicitor.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes.  The bidders and their total bids were as follows: 
 
 Black Bear Construction     17,950.87  
 B & R Construction      21,842.75  
 Lytle's Concrete      16,897.00  
 G & R Charles Excavating         21,195.93  
 Mid-State Paving                 21,370.35  
 M & E Construction                 18,184.00  
 Robert Feaster Corporation     18,000.00 
 Lundy Concrete Services     19,550.05 
 Diversified Construction, Inc.    17,935.63 
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2nd Street Community Center Quotes 
Quotes were obtained from three contractors to demolish walls in the south wing of the 
building and to install a beam, per the architect’s specifications.  The following quotes were 
received:  Feaster Corporation - $14,950.00; Hepco Construction, Inc. - $9,616.00; and 
Zartman’s Construction - $11,100.00.  Mr. Rees moved to accept the quote from Hepco 
Construction, Inc. of $9,616.00.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  The 
funding for this project will come from the Luther Savidge Trust.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
King Street Park Gazebo 
Quotes were requested from three contractors to repair the gazebo with two options 
(replacement of ten columns or replacement of five columns).  The quotes were as follows:  
Feaster Corporation - $6,500 (10 columns) or $4,350 (5 columns); Zartman’s Construction - 
$8,175 (10 columns) or $5,679 (5 columns).  Robert Welby, of Welby Homes declined to 
provide quotes.  Ms. Lark moved to accept the $6,500 bid from the Feaster Corporation to 
replace ten columns.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 
Real Estate Tax Refund 
Albert Bressi, Northumberland County Chief Assessor, informed the Borough that Franklin 
C. and Judith A. Hoffman have requested a refund on their property taxes of $83.57 for 2008 
and $91.38 for 2009 because the house was assessed as having a full basement, which it does 
not.  Mr. Rees moved and Mr. Straub seconded the motion to refund the amount of $174.95 
for the overpayment of real estate taxes.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
 
Liberty Splashland Guidelines 
At the May 5, 2009 council meeting, Greg Carl had requested that the council approve the 
guidelines for the employees of Liberty Splashland.  Ryan Tira, the Borough Solicitor has 
reviewed and revised some of the guidelines.  Mr. Wolfe moved to approve the guidelines; 
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. 
Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Rees voted aye; Ms. Lark voted nay.  Motion passed 4-1. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
June 2, 2009 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, 
Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Ruth Ford commented on a vehicle that was driving unsafely, speeding down Front Street 
past King Street.  She suggested that a police car should be parked at that corner to slow 
traffic down.  She also recommended that the police ticket all offenders.  Chief Fink stated 
that he will inform the other officers and they will try to patrol that area more frequently.   
 
Mr. Adam Klock thanked Chief Fink for addressing his concern about a number of people 
who run the stop sign at King and Second Streets.  He noted that the police had been 
patrolling this area.  
 
Mr. Klock asked if yard debris is being collected at the Recycling Center.  Yard debris is not 
accepted at the Recycling Center because no one is there to see that the appropriate materials 
are dropped off.  Mr. Slodysko said that once the college students begin summer employment, 
the crew would collect branches and tree trimmings door-to-door.  Compost and mulch are 
available at the Recycling Center, but the logistics of when residents will be permitted to load 
it have to be determined.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Slodysko will decide when and how the 
compost and mulch will be available.  The crew will place the materials outside the fence and 
residents will be able to obtain them for free.  Residents must have their own means to load 
and transport the materials.  No assistance will be available.  
 
Mr. Klock asked about the availability of the billboard at the underpass.  The billboard has 
been rented and is currently reserved. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius asked if anyone has a copy of the notebook pertaining to the police 
accreditation.  The police procedures and policies should be corrected and completed.   
 
The monthly police report has been submitted for the council. 
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Mayor Brosius thanked the volunteers for the History Day event. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the Sunbury/Northumberland Trust for their check of $4,000 toward a 
fence at Liberty Splashland. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the Joseph J. Anselmo Sr. Trust for the check of $7,500 toward the 
renovations of the gymnasium at the 2nd Street community Center.  She also thanked them for 
the $300 for the Kid’s Krafty Korner program.  The program begins on June 3 and is held 
from 9:30 to 11:30, running six consecutive Wednesday mornings.  Mayor Brosius is in 
charge of the program. 
 
The Mayor explained that a letter was received from the H. Blanche Savidge Trust informing 
the council that the Borough does not qualify for funding from that trust. 
 
The Mayor has been invited to a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Thursday, June 4th from 4:00 to 
6:00 at the new Nottingham Village facility.  She added that several Central Susquehanna 
Valley Chamber of Commerce events will be occurring this summer.  Anyone interested 
should speak to her for more information. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted that the family of Gerry Mertz has sent a thank-you note for the 
expression of sympathy that they received.  
 
Music in the Park is scheduled for July 13th.  The Sunbury City Band will be playing. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Office for the month of May.  He 
commented on the difficulty the Code Office has when trying to contact owners of abandoned 
properties.  He noted the location of some of the properties that are foreclosures. 
 
Mr. Ruane explained that the state will be issuing contractor licenses in July.  The COG that 
Paul belongs to has discussed other requirements that Boroughs may require to regulate 
contractors working in the Borough. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that the streets in the hill section of the Borough have been 
paved.  Mr. Slodysko has been working on the storm drains on Sixth Street.  The work is 
taking longer than anticipated due to additional pipes that were found once the excavation 
began.  Point Township has loaned a tamper to the Borough to aid in the construction.   
 
Signs have been posted prohibiting trucks from traveling streets that are not designated as 
truck routes unless local deliveries are being made. 
 
The sea scout dock has been painted with graffiti.  Discussion was held regarding measures 
that could be taken.  A chain across the roadway is blocking vehicular access to the area. 
Chief Fink recommended that the area be posted with “No Trespassing” signs.  Mr. Tira 
concurred.   
 
The school zone signs will be erected and curb painting will be done shortly. 
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The wood floor has been refinished in the west wing of the 2nd Street Community Center.   
 
Mr. Klock asked when the crosswalks would be painted.  Mr. Slodysko responded that the 
curbing and crosswalks will be painted this summer.   
 
Street signs will be ordered in about two weeks.  Currently the signs for the main streets are 
being replaced.  Mr. Wetzel asked if signs for the alleys are to be replaced.  Mr. Slodysko 
stated that he has $3,000 budgeted for new street signs this year and will order new signs.  If 
the funding does not cover signs for the alleys this year, it is possible that next year’s budget 
could include funding for more signs. 
 
Mayor Brosius received complaints about trees and shrubbery that are close to intersections 
and obstruct the view.  Mr. Slodysko stated that the street department has trimmed trees, etc. 
throughout the Borough and would check on the specific locations mentioned.  Letters to 
property owners may be sent.   
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark noted that the sewer project is proceeding. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
No representative from the Board was present.  Mr. Wolfe asked why the Board has not 
appointed an assistant fire chief.  Mr. Wetzel told the council that he attended the meeting last 
night.  He stated that only three members of the 5-member board were present at the meeting.  
All five members must be present for the vote for assistant fire chief.  Some of the members 
feel that the ordinance is too vague and requires more teeth.  The group would like to work 
toward becoming one fire department instead of two.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Wetzel stated 
that the board would review the current ordinance and make recommendations to the Rules 
Committee and the Borough Council. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
No report. 
  

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub stated that the floor is finished and it is beautiful.  Mr. Slodysko is 
obtaining tempered glass for the interior classroom doors.   
 

    Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe requested a motion to approve the 2008 audit.  Ms. Lark made the motion, 
 seconded by Mr. Long.  Discussion ensued.  The council voted unanimously to 
 approve the 2008 audit.   

 
The Finance Committee will meet at 6:30 p.m. on June 17th instead of June 18th.  The 
meeting will be advertised. 

     
    Personnel  
 Mrs. Groninger requested that the committee meet following the Finance Committee 
 meeting on June 17th. 
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    Public Safety 
Mr. Wetzel noted that the sidewalk next to the driveway along the police station is 
raised due to the tree truck.  Mayor Brosius asked if house numbers are visible on all 
properties.  It was suggested that information be provided in the newsletter.  Mr. 
Wetzel stated that the committee would not meet in June. 

   Rules 
Ms. Lark stated that Mr. Tira has the Drug-Free Workplace Policy to review.  The 
committee will not meet this month because that is the date and time for the joint 
Comprehensive Plan meeting.   
 

   Streets 
 Mr. Rees stated that the committee would not meet this month. 
    
Old Business 

1. The Public Hearing for the Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Plan is set for June 16 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Building.  The council will hold a regular council meeting 
after the hearing.  This meeting will be advertised. 

 
2. Mr. Carl announced that the Sunbury-Northumberland Foundation has awarded a 

$4,000 grant to Liberty Splashland toward the purchase of fencing to enclose ground 
adjacent to the pool area.  Quotes were obtained and the low quote of $9,899.02 was 
received from Apollo Fencing.  The additional funding for the fence could come from 
the Parks and Recreation Account which has a balance of approximately $10,000.  
Mrs. Groninger moved and Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion to add money from the 
Parks and Recreation Account to the grant funding in order to purchase the fencing.  
Mr. Slodysko stated that he feels it is a good move to incorporate the pavilion in the 
pool area because it is seldom used by the public.  Council voted unanimously to 
approve the motion.  The amount to be used from the Parks and Recreation Account is 
$5,899.02. 

 
3. A letter had been written to the PUC regarding the rate increase proposed by the PA 

American Water Company.  The PUC has responded with a request to complete and 
return a PUC Objection or Comment to Proposed Rate Increase Form – PA American 
Water Co.  Council verbally approved the submission of the form. 

  
4. Ms. Lark asked if there were any specifications on the tent that is erected at the 

Priestley-Savidge property.  Mr. Ruane replied that there are none.  The only 
stipulations made by the Zoning Hearing Board are the time the music must stop and 
conditions related to the parking.  A question arose about money raised at the open 
house.  Mr. Wetzel stated that no money was raised at the open house. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe received a letter pertaining to the current tax collector’s policies.  Mr. 

Wolfe stated that since the tax collector is an elected official the council has no 
authority over his policies.  He added that as of January, the Borough will have 
another tax collector. 

 
6. Mayor Brosius asked that the water be turned on in the King Street Park for the water 

fountain.  Mr. Slodysko will see that it is done.  
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New Business  
1. Mr. Rees moved to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2009 council meeting.  Mr. 

Wetzel seconded the motion.  It was noted that the policy that is required for the 
COPS grant is a drug-free workplace policy.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees, Mr. Straub, 
Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Lark and Mr. Long voted aye; Mrs. Groninger abstained 
because she was not present for this meeting. 

 
2. Ms. Lark moved and Mr. Wolfe seconded a motion to approve the May 15, 2009 

special council meeting.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, Ms. 
Lark, and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. Wetzel and Mr. Long abstained because they were 
not present for the meeting. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Long moved and seconded a motion to pay the bills.  

Discussion ensued.  Council approved the motion unanimously.  Bills to be paid from 
the General Fund total $43,166.69; Liberty Splashland bills total $5,432.07; bills to be 
paid from the Parking Meter account total $105.00; and 2nd Street Community Center 
bills total $514.12.  

 
4. Mrs. Groninger moved to transfer $5,067.77 from the General Fund to the Liberty 

Splashland account.  This is the remaining amount budgeted for the pool from the 
recreation tax.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
5. Council discussed the petition that was presented by Adam Klock regarding PennDOT 

and closing Route 11 for the road construction.  The Borough Secretary had contacted 
Paul King, a representative at PennDOT, who had already been made aware of the 
petition and had received other correspondences regarding the detour.  Mr. King stated 
that PennDOT felt this was the best way to address the repairs.  Mr. Wolfe added that 
the Borough was not really given a choice in when or how the construction would be 
completed.  Mr. Rees added that council members had voiced their concern about the 
dates when school would be over and the affect the construction would have on the 
local businesses.  Council had also requested that access be kept open to Pineknotter 
Park.  PennDOT determined that by closing the road, the construction could be 
completed much more quickly than if one lane was closed at a time.  Discussion 
ensued.  The construction company has reduced the timeframe for construction from 
three weeks to two weeks by working 24 hours a day.  Mrs. Groninger noted that a 
location on Duke Street has been obtained for the used car dealership if he would like 
to operate from this location.  PennDOT held a pre-construction meeting at the 
Borough with the contractor, Borough employees, the Sewer Authority, and Sunbury 
representatives.  Mr. Rees noted that the borough has met with PennDOT numerous 
times over the past 10 years about Duke Street and nothing has been done even though 
PennDOT had agreed to erect Pedestrian Crossing signage.  Mr. Klock stated that, in 
the future, he would like PennDOT to provide more notice to the public when roads 
are planned to be closed for construction.  Mrs. Groninger requested that the 
contractor be asked to provide the customers access to Bonaventura’s Garage on 
Route 11.  Ms. Lark stated that the contractor is to be working at night, according to 
what was disclosed at the pre-construction meeting.   

 
6. The Susquehanna Greenway Partnership has contacted the Borough Office to request 

assistance in determining the location and content for a Susquehanna Greenway 
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Orientation Sign.  The objective of the signs is to create awareness for the land-based 
assets within the Susquehanna Greenway corridor.  The Greenway would like to locate 
one sign in the Pineknotter Park/ Point area that would reflect attractions in the 
Borough and immediate surrounding area.  The council recommended that the 
Revitalization Committee assist the Greenway in determining where the sign should 
be placed and the content for the sign. 

 
7. Mr. Wetzel stated that he thinks the council should appoint a Junior Councilperson.  

The requirements would specify that the candidates be borough residents who are 
juniors or seniors in high school.  While the representative would not have voting 
rights, Mr. Wetzel feels that he/she could bring a new perspective to the council.  Mr. 
Wetzel and Ms. Lark moved and seconded a motion to explore the appointment of a 
Junior Councilperson.  Discussion ensued.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
8. Susquehanna University has asked if the Borough is interested in participating in the 

Susquehanna University Volunteer Experience on August 29, 2009.  Students from the 
university volunteer at a project in the Borough, as in past years.  Council members 
voiced approval to participate again.  Mr. Wolfe stated that they will be asked to 
provide assistance to recreational purposes.   

 
9. Council discussed the Pineknotters’ Days Committee’s request for the Police 

Department and Street Crew’s assistance.  Chief Fink stated that two officers are 
scheduled for the 2nd shift during these days.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Wetzel moved and 
seconded a motion to provide the assistance.  Roll call vote was unanimously 
approved. 

 
Mr. Rees moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
June 16, 2009 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at 
the Kiwanis Building on Prince Street.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Thomas Slodysko, Street 
Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  
Council members Robert Long and Frank Wetzel were absent. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Old Business 

1. A public hearing to review the multi-municipal comprehensive plan was conducted 
this evening prior to the Borough Council Meeting.   

 
Mr. Wetzel arrived at 7:04 p.m.   

 
Upon a motion by Ms. Lark, seconded by Mr. Straub, the council voted unanimously 
to approve the Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Plan as presented with the revisions 
proposed by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.    Roll call vote 
was unanimous to approve. 
 

2. The Curbing/ Sidewalk Project Bids were opened on June 12, 2009.  The low bidder 
was M & E Construction from Lewistown at an amount of $11,222.50.  Other bidders 
and bid amounts were as follows: 

  B & R Construction   $14,424.25 
  Lytle’s Concrete   $17,179.00 
  Robert Feaster Corporation  $16,325.00 
  Lundy Concrete Services  $15,426.88 
  Diversified Construction, Inc.  $17,835.63 
  Eastern Industries, Inc.  $23,987.49 
  HRI, Inc.    $28,586.00 
  Jack Anderson Contracting, Inc. $13,340.00 
 Mr. Wolfe moved to accept the bid of $11,222.50 from M & E Construction.  Mrs. 
 Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
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3. Discussion took place regarding the Junior Council Member.  The Boroughs 
Association has a resolution that may be adopted to establish the position.  It was 
suggested that letters of interest be requested from candidates and a questionnaire be 
developed to aid in determining the appointee.  Council determined that the term 
should be a one-year term.  Ms. Lark made a motion that the position of a Junior 
Council Member be established as a one-year term of office from September through 
May.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued as to the qualifications and 
requirements.  It was suggested that the resolution and a questionnaire be provided to 
the council for the next council meeting.  The motion was tabled.      

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved and Mr. Rees seconded a motion to approve payment of the 
bills.  Discussion ensued.  Council requested that the invoice from the solicitor be 
itemized so the various departments may be charged accordingly.  Mayor Brosius 
learned that the lights at Pineknotter Park were on at midnight.  The police were 
contacted by the 911 center and reported that someone was cutting the grass.  The 
officer also told the Mayor that this was done on a regular basis last year.  Mr. 
Slodysko stated that the street department had cut the grass at the field.  Mr. Wetzel 
stated that the council must contact the group to discuss the use of the field.  Roll call 
vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $15,307.12; Liquid Fuels 
bills total $73,705.65; and Liberty Splashland bills total $6,482.80.   

 
2. Mr. Wolfe moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded a motion to provide a handicapped 

parking space for Henry Strothers at 56 Queen Street.  Discussion ensued.  It was 
noted that a handicapped parking space is located across the street at the Lewis 
Building and that this space is seldom used. The motion failed with a vote of 0-6. 

 
3. Mr. Wolfe questioned if the Borough would be conducting the curbside yard waste 

recycling service this year.  An article is being prepared to be published in the Daily 
Item with the dates and stipulations for the program.  This information will also be 
posted on the Borough website. 

 
4. Michelle Brummer of Gannett- Fleming informed the council that a resolution is 

required to adopt the comprehensive plan.  She will send it to the Borough Secretary 
for adoption at the meeting in July. 

 
5. Mr. Carl requested that council visit Liberty Splashland at the conclusion of the 

meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland 
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
July 7, 2009 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited 
and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Darvin Straub, Frank Wetzel, 
and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough Solicitor; Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer, Timothy Fink, Police Chief; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  Council members Robert Long and Jonathan Rees were absent. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment was offered. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the monthly police report has been provided by Chief Fink.  This 
is in a different format than previous reports and it is also being sent to the Daily Item.  Mrs. 
Groninger noted that Borough Police have assisted other agencies 42 times throughout the 
month, more than once a day.  Chief Fink responded that most of the assist calls are in Point 
Township.  Mr. Straub stated that he has seen Sunbury police assisting in the Borough on 
Duke Street.  Mrs. Groninger also told the council that she feels that the security checks that 
the police conduct at businesses are positive activities.  The officer who conducts the check 
leaves a card that informs the business owner that a security check was completed and the 
time of the check.   
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that Dominic Picerno, a senior at Bloomsburg 
University, would like to intern with the police department for three weeks at no cost the 
Borough.  Mrs. Groninger made a motion, and Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion, to approve 
the request.  Council voted unanimously to approve. 
 
Chief Fink noted that the police patrolled the park during Pineknotter Days and things went 
smoothly.  Mayor Brosius thanked all who volunteered during the festivities.  Next year, the 
week of Pineknotter Days begins on Monday, July 5th with the craft show planned for that 
day.  She also questioned if the police would hold the Soapbox Race on July 3rd.  Chief Fink 
replied that he thinks it will be held on that date.  Mrs. Groninger recommended that the list of 
the core group of volunteers for Pineknotter Days be recognized in the next Borough 
newsletter and commended them for their work. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that Lemonade Day will be held on August 1st at the 2nd Street 
Community Center and the Corn Festival will be held on August 8th at King Street Park. 
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Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that two mortgage companies have cut grass at two of the abandoned 
properties.  One property owner had been cited for code violations at her property.  Since she 
has filed for bankruptcy, the case was dismissed.  A lien had been placed on this property for 
payment to the Borough for installing the sidewalks.  Mr. Tira advised that the lien remains 
on the property. 
 
Mr. Ruane has sent a notice to a landlord for not having a rental license.  If the property 
owner does not comply, he will be cited. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that a tenant has told him that the property that he rents has a cellar wall that 
is collapsing.  The basement also has termites.  Mr. Ruane replied that he will be inspecting 
the property. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked questions of Mr. Tira about placing liens on properties.  Mr. Tira stated 
that a percentage of the lien is included to cover costs.  Mr. Tira does recommend that the 
Borough file liens when appropriate.  Mrs. Groninger agreed, stating that she would like 
ordinances enforced and liens filed when appropriate.  Mr. Tira will consult with the Mr. 
Ruane regarding other properties where problems persist. 
 
Mr. Wetzel stated that a resident who had a handicapped space recently died.  He requested 
that the office check if the space is still needed at this location. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
No report. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that the project is progressing and should be completed in August.   
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Wetzel reported that Sam Wolfe, Dean Paul, Steve Cimino, and Hap Hullihen were 
present at the meeting last evening.  Because the entire board was not present, they could not 
vote on the appointment of the Assistant Chief.  The No. 1’s have proposed Mike McPherson 
for the position.  The Board plans to review the ordinance and make recommendations for 
amending it.   
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
No report.  

 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub stated that the committee would meet on July 28.  Interviews have been 
conducted by the PCC for the crew leader.   

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the committee met in June and would begin the 2010 budget in 
September. 

    Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger stated that the committee met in June and has been given an employee 
policy to consider.     
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    Public Safety 
 No report. 
    Rules 

Ms. Lark stated that the solicitor has reviewed the drug-free workplace policy.  The 
committee will review his revisions and provide the council with the final copy.  The 
committee will meet on July 21 at 6:00 p.m.  Mrs. Groninger asked if the committee is 
still considering a cat ordinance.  Ms. Lark replied that the committee realized that an 
ordinance would be difficult to enforce and that someone would have to be appointed 
to take care of the animals.  Discussion ensued. 

    Streets 
 The curbing contractor will begin the curb replacement work on Sixth Street within 
 the next two weeks.  
 
 A truck detour will be effective from July 10 to July 13 for construction at the 
 intersection of Duke and Water streets.  Car traffic will be reduced to one lane. 
       
Old Business 

1. Ms. Lark moved to adopt Resolution F-2009.  This resolution sets the policy for a 
Junior Councilperson.  The length of term was discussed.  The resolution is for the 
term to run from September through May.  A question was asked pertaining to 
confidential matters and if the Junior Councilperson would be permitted to be part of 
the meeting.  Mr. Tira explained that the “executive session” referenced in the 
resolution includes personnel meetings, contract negotiations, etc.  Any meeting that 
would not be open to the public would not be attended by the Junior Councilperson.  
Ms. Lark and Mr. Straub moved and seconded a motion to approve Resolution F-
2009.  A questionnaire has been prepared for applicants to complete.  An article 
announcing the addition of the Junior Council person was published in the summer 
newsletter.  To date, no one has responded.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel 
and Ms. Lark voted aye; Mr. Wolfe and Mrs. Groninger voted nay.  Motion carried 3-
2.  The resolution is as follows: 

 
Resolution F-2009 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING 

PARTICIPATION IN THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF BOROUGHS JUNIOR 
COUNCIL PERSON PROGRAM 

 
 WHEREAS, the Northumberland Borough council seeks to educate and involve the youth of 
the Borough in their local government, and to reach out to involve possible future members of Council, 
to benefit both the youth and all residents of the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Junior Council Person Program as established and fostered by the 
Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs (PSAB), seeks to encourage Boroughs to have high 
school age Borough residents participate in the workings of their local government by appointing 
Junior council Person(s); and  
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Council intends to seek assistance from High School faculty members 
and guidance counselors to recommend prospective Junior Council candidates to Council, and 
Council plans to select a student to serve as Junior Council Member during the school year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council wishes to extend to the youth of Northumberland Borough a voice in 
the operation of this Borough and this council; and 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 
 

1) The Council of the Borough of Northumberland hereby creates the position of “Junior 
Council Person”. 

2) The term of office shall be during the school year, from September through May. 
3) Candidates for the office shall submit a written application to Borough Council with a 

one-page cover letter highlighting the applicant’s interest in the position.  After 
considering all submissions, Borough Council shall appoint a student at a regularly 
scheduled meeting. 

4) The Junior Council Person shall be a resident of Northumberland Borough and a 
student in his/her junior or senior year of high school. 

5) The Junior Council Person shall be sworn in upon appointment and take an “oath of 
office”. 

6) The Junior Council Person shall not receive compensation. 
7) The Junior Council Person shall be permitted to attend all meetings of Council and all 

committee meetings and shall be permitted to participate fully in those proceedings, 
except that he/she shall not be afforded the right to vote and shall not be permitted to 
attend executive sessions. 

 
ADOPTED this 7th  day of July, 2009.              Northumberland Borough Council 
       
               _________________________ 

             (Bryan M. Wolfe), President 
ATTEST: 
               __________________________________   
                   (Janice R. Bowman), Borough Secretary 

  
 
2. Mr. Wolfe moved to approve Resolution G-2009.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 

motion.  This resolution formally adopts the Multi-municipal Comprehensive Plan.  
Roll call vote was unanimous to approve.  The resolution is as follows: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. G-2009 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTHUMBERLAND BOROUGH, 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
APPROVING THE ADOPTION OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND BOROUGH-POINT TOWNSHIP 

JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND JOINT PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE PLAN. 
 
WHEREAS, The Northumberland Borough Planning Commission (the Planning Commission) serves 
as the official planning agency for Northumberland Borough (Borough); and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 301.4 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act of 1968, P.L. 805, 
No. 247, as reenacted and amended) requires that municipal plans be generally consistent with the 
adopted county comprehensive plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council and the Planning Commission joined with Point Township to 
organize a planning advisory committee to oversee the preparation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
and conduct a public involvement process by holding community workshops to gain insights on 
existing conditions and issues under their purview, and to facilitate the development of goals, policies 
and action strategies to achieve the joint planning area’s vision for the future; and 
 
WHEREAS, the socioeconomic and housing data, transportation and land use patterns, cultural and 
environmental resources, and community facilities and services were analyzed to create the 
framework for the plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Joint Comprehensive Plan is a guide to future growth, development, land use, and 
community character; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has conducted a public meeting pursuant to Section 302 of the 
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code as amended; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission distributed copies of the draft Joint Comprehensive Plan to 
adjacent municipalities, the Shikellamy School District, and to the Northumberland County Planning 
Commission for review and comment, and has taken the comments of these entities into consideration 
in preparing the Joint Comprehensive Plan; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Northumberland Borough, a 
borough, under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Borough Council of Northumberland Borough recognizes the Northumberland 
Borough Planning Commission as the official planning commission for the Borough and 
that such agency promote public interest in, and understanding of, the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan and the planning profession; and 

 
2. That the Joint Comprehensive Plan submitted by the Planning Commission is hereby 

adopted by the Borough Council of Northumberland Borough as the official 
Comprehensive Plan of Northumberland Borough, rescinding the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan adopted in 1985; and 

 
3. That the Borough Council of Northumberland Borough will consider the community 

development goals and objectives presented in the Joint Comprehensive Plan when 
dealing with planning issues requiring action by the Council; and 

 
4. That the Borough Council of Northumberland Borough strongly urges all Authorities, 

Boards, Commissions, in the Borough, as well as county and state agencies to review and 
consider the Joint Comprehensive Plan in their planning and decision-making processes; 
and 

 
5. The Borough Manager shall distribute copies of this Resolution to the proper staff, 

Authorities and Boards in the Borough whose further action is necessary to achieve the 
purpose of this Resolution. 

 
ADOPTED THIS  7th  DAY OF July 2009. 
 
BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTHUMBERLAND 
BOROUGH  
 
_________________________________________ 
(Bryan M. Wolfe), (Borough Council President) 

 
ATTEST: 

 
___________________________________  
(Janice R. Bowman), (Borough Secretary) 

 
 
3. Mr. Wolfe announced that the EPA will be holding an informational meeting at 7:00 

p.m. on July 13, 2009 at the Kiwanis Building.  Questions pertaining to Pineknotter 
Park will be answered.  The EPA’s final site inspection report for Pineknotter Park 
determines that there is no threat to the health and safety of people using the park.  In 
the summary of the inspection report, the EPA concluded that: 

• Soil, sediment and water samples show that the park does not pose a threat to 
public health. 
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• Samples indicate a prior release of volatile organic compounds in surface 
waters and sediment; however, concentrations found are below federally-
established levels that could impact public health. 

• Heavy metals and organic compounds were found in sediments and soils; 
however, the levels found pose no threat to public health. 

• Arsenic concentrations are at concentrations below federal screening levels and 
do not pose a health threat. 

 
The EPA report may be seen in its entirety at http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/. 
 
The Daily Item and WKOK have been informed of the July 13th meeting.  The EPA 
mailed information regarding the park and the public meeting to all Borough residents.  
Mrs. Groninger suggested that a copy of the EPA’s meeting announcement and an 
invitation be sent to those people who we have been told are concerned about the park 
but do not live in the Borough and would not have been on the Borough resident 
mailing list that was provided to the EPA.  Those people include Shawn Colescott, 
Mark Heintzelman, Judy Gulden, Harry and Linda Balliet, and Todd Snyder.  Mrs. 
Groninger requested that a letter also be sent to Ty Sees because he is the only person 
who came to a council meeting and asked about the testing done at the park.  It was 
also suggested that Al Trego be sent the information since the EPA will be returning in 
the fall to conduct additional testing because Mr. Trego has informed them that he 
knows where barrels have been buried in the park.   

   
4. Council discussed the method to sell the present Municipal Building.  Mr. Tira advised 

that the building must be sold by auction or by bid.  The survey, required to obtain a 
legal description for the deed, should be completed soon. An appraisal has been 
obtained.  On a motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Straub, council voted 4-1 to 
sell the Borough Building by sealed bid, using the appraised value of the building as 
the minimum acceptable amount.  Mrs. Groninger cast the no vote.   

 
5. Ms. Lark stated that Pineknotter Park ballfield had been discussed at a past meeting.  

She asked if the lights are still being turned on to cut the grass.  Mrs. Groninger 
replied that she spoke with Brian Luden.  He has contacted the individual who was 
cutting the grass under the lights and has told him that it is not to be done.  Mrs. 
Groninger also suggested that the police should patrol the park regularly.  To date, no 
team has contributed toward the light bill.  Another issue at the park is a problem with 
the garbage.  Mr. Wolfe suggested that a letter be sent to the various teams reminding 
them that the lights should only be used for games and that the teams should be 
responsible for picking up the garbage after each game.     

 
New Business 

1. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2009 and June 16, 2009 council 
meetings.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion to approve payment of 

the bills.  Discussion ensued.  Mrs. Groninger recommended that the bill for the red 
paint for the curbing across from the fire company be assessed to the fire department 
budget.  Mrs. Groninger questioned a bill for repair to the traffic signal.  The call was 
made on a weekend when construction work was ongoing because the signal was not 

http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/
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functioning properly.  The bill will be submitted to PennDOT along with the 
additional payroll costs due to police assisting with traffic control during the 
construction.  Mr. Straub asked about the bill for $790 for signs at the pool.  Mr. Carl 
replied that the insurance company required that No Diving signs be fixed on the 
concrete around the pool.  It also includes a sign for the billboard and for other signs at 
the pool.  A $1,500 bill received for the Rivertowns was questioned.  Mrs. Groninger 
amended the motion to exclude this bill.  Mr. Wetzel amended his second.  Roll call 
vote to pay the bills – All ayes. Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$33,984.65; bills to be paid from the Donations account are $180.00; and Liberty 
Splashland bills total $6,685.12.  

 
3. Mr. Wolfe asked for names of a delegate and alternate to serve on the Northumberland 

County Tax Collection Committee.  Mr. Straub and Ms. Lark moved and seconded a 
motion to appoint Bill Roll as the delegate and Jonathan Rees as the alternate.  Mr. 
Roll had agreed to serve if no one else volunteered.  Mr. Rees had agreed to be an 
alternate.  Council approved the appointments unanimously.   

 
4. Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone wanted to entertain a motion in response to a letter from 

Frankie Strouse requesting a two-hour parking restriction in front of her business at 
358 Orange Street.  The business is in a residential area and has off-street parking.  No 
motion was offered. 

 
5. Evenlink has requested that the council provide a letter of support to be included in 

Evenlink’s federal grant application for a project to bring highspeed technology, 
services, jobs and empowerment to rural and technologically underserved areas.  Mr. 
Wolfe moved to send a letter of support.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote was in 4-1 favor of the motion with Mrs. Groninger casting the no vote. 

 
6. Mr. Greg Carl requested $200 funding to replace the chains, repaint the swingset, and 

make other repairs to the playground equipment that is located behind the pool.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved and Ms. Lark seconded the motion to use up to $200 from the Parks 
and Recreation account for the repairs to the equipment.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
7. Mr. Carl requested permission to begin seeking funds for the purchase of the bowl 

slide that was discussed at a council workshop.  Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Wetzel 
moved and seconded the motion to approve the request.  Council voted unanimously 
to approve.   

 
Mr. Straub moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
August 4, 2009 

 
President Bryan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation.  
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan 
Rees, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough 
Solicitor; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Eight visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment  
Ms.  Julia Morana , a resident of Orange Street and co-chairman of the Friends of 
Shikellamy State Park told the council that she is here to support SEDA-Cog’s proposal for 
the Revitalizing RiverTowns project. 
 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:13 p.m. 
 
Siri Dock, a resident of Orange Street, stated that she is here about the lack of the progress 
on Sixth Street.  Ms. Dock stated that the storm drains were placed in the area the end of 
April and questioned why Tom Slodysko is doing the work himself and the borough is not 
hiring a contractor to replace the storm lines.  She noted that if the residents did not have 
off-street parking, they would have to park a distance away from their homes.  She is also 
concerned about the danger of the work if it is not completed before school begins.  
Another neighbor stated that their concern is that the work needs to be completed. 
 
Mr. Slodysko explained that when he was doing the storm basin at the corner of Sixth and 
Orange Street, he considered the future plan for Sixth Street.  This required additional 
work.  The lack of a map of the underground pipes has also delayed the work since old 
pipes were discovered when the trench was dug.  Additional exploration was required to 
determine if they were connected to other drains.  Another problem arose when a pipe had 
been replaced and the excavation was covered with a steel plate.  The water from a heavy 
storm during the night lifted the stormwater pipe and broke a waterline.  The water 
company repaired the pipe with Mr. Slodysko helping to excavate.  Mr. Slodysko stated 
that the sidewalk and curbing work is almost complete.  This work was contracted out.  
This year Sixth Street will be paved from above Orange Street to King Street and from 
Vista Avenue to just below Prince Street.  Eastern Industries will be paving the street.  Mr. 
Slodysko plans to discuss the next step to replace the pipe above Orange Street to Wallace 
Street with the Street Committee.  Mr. Rees explained that whenever the Borough paves 
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the street, the installation of handicapped sidewalks and curbing is required.  In order to 
pave more streets, Mr. Slodysko had agreed to install the storm lines, saving the Borough 
money.  Mr. Rees added that Sixth Street, between Orange and Prince, is scheduled to be 
paved in 2010.  Mrs. Dock stated that she had questioned why handicapped curbs hadn’t 
been installed at the Pines Apartments when the apartments were built.   
 
Ms. Lark asked if a pre-construction meeting will be held before Sixth Street is paved.  Mr. 
Slodysko stated that one is not scheduled, but the sewer manholes will be raised 1.5 inches. 
 
Mr. Robert Kratzer questioned why some sidewalks have not been repaired.  The Borough 
Secretary explained that code officer sent notices to all property owners whose sidewalks 
did not conform to code.  All but three property owners complied; the Borough hired a 
contractor to repair the sidewalks at these three locations and sent the bills to the property 
owners.  One property owner paid the bill.  The other two did not, so liens were filed on 
the properties.  Mr. Kratzer was told that if he notices any sidewalks that should be 
repaired, he should provide the office with the property addresses.  The ordinance is still in 
force and the code officer will send notices to the property owner if his sidewalk is not up 
to code. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius noted that the police intern will be leaving this week.  She said that the 
intern and Chief Fink visited with the children occupying the 2nd Street Community Center 
building a few weeks ago and that they received thank you notes from the children which 
were shared with the council.  Concern, the group renting the rooms, also sent a thank-you 
note to the police for speaking to the children. 
 
New meter heads and parts have been ordered to replace those that have been vandalized 
and to repair old parts. 
 
The Crime Watch Committee will meet on August 7th at the 7:00 p.m. at the Savoy.  A 
speaker is scheduled. 
 
Kids Krafty Korner had an average of eighteen participants each Wednesday and was 
enjoyed by all.  Mayor Brosius thanked the pool employees who helped with the program 
and well as Tyler Hassinger who led the games with the children.  Mayor Brosius noted 
that the Joseph J. Anselmo Community Trust provided funding for the program and 
thanked the Borough for the use of the Girl Scout Little House. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Bob and Noelle Long for organizing Lemonade Day again this 
year.  She also thanked the many volunteers, and the council for its support, the 
Northumberland/ Point Township Revitalization Committee, the Joseph J. Anselmo 
Community Trust, and Bob and Noelle’s family. 
  
The Corn Festival will be held on Saturday, August 8th from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
Volunteers are needed.  Food, music, and the dunk tank are planned for the festivities. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Steven and Anna Reeves for painting a rusted box behind the 
backstop at the CW Rice tennis courts.  She noted that although this is not Borough 
property, they have improved an eye sore.   
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Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko explained additional charges are expected for the sidewalk contract.  During 
the course of the sidewalk replacement project, the contractor discovered that additional 
sidewalks had to be replaced because the slope was too great and did not conform to state 
requirements. 
 
Curb painting is progressing.  The “school zone” decals will be installed soon.  Mayor 
Brosius asked about the placement of the “school zone” signs.  Mr. Slodysko explained 
that the signs were place according to PennDOT’s instructions. 
 
Mr. Slodysko stated that the council should consider abandoning the unopened Fifth Street 
extension at Lincoln Street.  There are several large trees on the property that should be 
removed.  This portion of unopened Fifth Street is adjacent to private property on three 
sides. 
 
Mr. Slodysko informed the council about an issue with the large corrugated metal storm 
pipe located above the pool and runs to Prince Street.  The ground is collapsing around the 
pipe.  Three holes and the headwall have been repaired.  Mr. Slodysko is obtaining prices 
for an aluminum pipe.  A location below Priestley Avenue also has a pipe that is 
collapsing.  Mr. Slodysko stated that the Borough is trying to determine who is responsible 
for this pipe because it does not appear that the Borough has a right-of-way on the property 
and no one currently working for the Borough knows of the Borough having installed this 
pipe.     
 
New stop signs have been installed throughout the Borough to replace faded ones. 
 
The new fence was installed at the pool and the crew removed the old fencing. 
 
The road construction has begun on Duke Street.  PennDOT is going to replace a storm 
box cover at Third and Duke Streets. 
 
Demolition work is being done at the 2nd Street Community Center to remove walls in the 
newer wing. 
 
The contractor and architect are reviewing the repairs to the King Street Park Gazebo.  Mr. 
Slodysko stated that the supports for the top of the posts are not adequate.  The contractor 
has complied with the original plans.  Lighting for the gazebo was discussed.  Mr. 
Slodysko will install the lights.       
 
The waterfall at the pond has been turned off because water is leaking behind the waterfall 
or near it.  Mr. Slodysko will make the repairs.  
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark reported that the project is ongoing and will hopefully be completed soon. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report – No report. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report – No report. 
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Committee Reports 

    Community Development 
Mayor Brosius stated that the beam has been installed at the 2nd Street Community 
Center multi-purpose room.  The Vo-Tech students will be renovating this room 
during the school year. 
 
The Pennsylvania Conservation Corps will be renovating other areas of the 
building.  Interviews have been conducted for the crew leader.  He will hire the 
crew members.  The impasse on the state budget has delayed the hiring. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted that the committee would meet the fourth Tuesday of August.  
She would like to discuss some issues concerning the playground and urged 
attendance at this meeting.  
 

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the Finance Committee meetings are rescheduled from 
Thursdays to Wednesdays, September 16, October 21, November 18, at 6:00 p.m.  
The committee will not meet in August.  Department budget requests are to be 
presented at the September meeting.  Letters and copies of the 2009 budget will be 
sent to each department.   

  
 Mr. Long and Ms. Lark moved and seconded a motion to approve the contributions 
 to the Riverview Cemetery Board, the Shade Tree Account, the Northumberland/ 
 Point Township Revitalization, and the Penn Valley Airport Authority.  These 
 contributions are included in the 2009 budget.  Roll call vote to approve the 
 donations was  unanimous. 
     
    Personnel  
 Mr. Wolfe said that the committee met today to discuss personnel issues. 
      
    Public Safety 
 Mayor Brosius noted that the Emergency Services Board met last evening.  They 
 could not vote to approve an assistant fire chief since not all members were present 
 as required by the Borough Code.  
 
 Mr. Wolfe discussed a letter that was received from Michael Reedy, concerned 
 about the inability of the Emergency Services Board to be impartial in dealing with 
 matters that come before the board.  Mr. Wolfe also noted that it has been several 
 months since all members were present at the meeting.   
 
    Rules 

Ms. Lark stated that the cat ordinance is at an impasse.  Mayor Brosius stated that 
many stray cats are in the hollow above Prince Street, behind Fifth Street.  One 
resident adopted a cat and took it to the veterinarian.  The veterinarian told her that 
the cat had feline aids and euthanized the animal.  He also told the resident that the 
other cats in this area probably also have feline aids.  Mr. Tira recommended that 
Cindy Crozier with PA Pets be contacted for information.   
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Ms. Lark noted that the drug and alcohol policy is ready.  Council members will be 
provided with copies before the next meeting.  
 

    Streets 
 Mr. Rees stated that the committee would not meet this month. 
       
Old Business 

1. Mr. Tira reported that the survey for the building is completed.  Legally, everything 
is lined up for the sale of the Borough Building.  It is now a matter of advertising 
and setting the date for the bids to be due. 

 
2. Discovering River Towns project – Allison Stevenson 

Ms. Stevenson addressed the council about the Project Proposal Summary for the 
Discovering River Towns Phase II, requesting that the council contribute $1,350 
toward this phase.  SEDA-COG is applying for federal funding through the 
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) and state funding through DCED 
toward the total budget of $100,000.  The local match of $27,000 is being requested 
from ten communities.  If monetary support is not possible, she requested that the 
council submit a letter of support.  Ms. Stevenson explained that workshops and a 
River Towns Conference are planned as part of Phase II which is projected to begin 
in the Summer-Fall of 2010.   
 

 Ms. Lark moved to provide a letter of support and to review the contribution 
 request at the Finance Committee meeting.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll 
 call vote – All  ayes. 
 
 Mayor Brosius asked if this is project is connected to another study that is being 
 done through SEDA-COG.  She referred to an initiative to have the Lake Augusta 
 Gateway Project included in the Pennsylvania Community Transportation 
 Initiative.  Ms. Stevenson replied that this study is a separate one. 
 
3. Mr. Greg Carl requested that the council approve the purchase of a bowl slide for 

Liberty Splashland.  A down payment of $10,000 is required at this time.  He asked 
that $4,000 be paid from the Parks and Recreation account and an additional $6,000 
from the General Fund be approved for the down payment.  This money will be 
replaced as soon as donations are received.  Mr. Carl has estimated that an 
additional $60,000 will be required to construct the platform and small pool for the 
slide.  Mr. Carl noted that this is a refurbished slide.  A new one would cost 
approximately $400,000 installed.  He is requesting the approval at this time 
because another party is interested in purchasing the slide if the Borough does not 
purchase it now.  He stated that the feasibility study that was completed several 
years ago concluded that if two new attractions were added to the facility, there 
would be an increase in attendance.  A question arose as to whether Point 
Township contributes toward the operation of the pool.  The township has 
contributed $1,500 to the pool in 2008 and 2009. 

  
 Mr. Wolfe moved to authorize entering into the contract of $41,000 for the bowl 
 slide and to approve using $4,000 from the Parks and Recreation account and 
 $6,000 from the General Fund for the down payment, to be reimbursed from 
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 donations.  The motion included earmarking up to $31,000 from the Gerry Mertz 
 estate as a last resort if the balance for the slide is due prior to other fund 
 availability.  If the balance is due before the estate is settled or additional funding is 
 obtained, the money is to be paid from the General Fund.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
 motion.  Discussion ensued.  The roll call vote was tabled until the solicitor could 
 speak with the owner of the company regarding the contract.   
 
4. A request was received from Mr. Henry Strothers, requesting that the handicapped 

parking space on the lower side of Queen Street be moved to 56 Queen Street.   
 
 Mr. Wolfe moved to relocate the handicapped parking space from one side of 
 Queen  Street to the other.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – all 
 nays.  The handicapped parking space is currently in front of the Lewis Building.  
 Mayor Brosius suggested that the manager at the Lewis Building be contacted to 
 see if the handicapped parking space is used by the tenants.   
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Wolfe moved, and Ms. Lark seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the 

July 7, 2009 council meeting.  The motion was tabled because there was not a 
quorum present who were in attendance at the July 7th meeting. 

 
2. Mr. Long moved to approve payment of the bills.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  

Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the General 
Fund total  ; Liberty Splashland bills total ; 2nd Street Community Center bills total 
$9,616.00; and bills to be paid from the Parking Meter Account total $864.00. 

 
3. On a motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Ms. Lark, council unanimously approved to 

transfer $5,998.59 from the Parks & Recreation Account to Liberty Splashland.  
This money is to be used toward the purchase of the fence. 

 
4. Brian Luden made a request through the Borough Secretary to approve hiring two 

college students to assist with removing the old roof from the dugouts at 
Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Tira recommended that if the Borough is paying for the 
work to be done, casual employees be hired to do the work.   

 
 Ms. Lark and Mr. Rees moved to hire two capable temporary workers to assist with 
 the renovations, providing they are supervised.  Discussion ensued.  The council 
 questioned whether some adults who play ball at Pineknotter Park could volunteer 
 to assist with the repairs.  The motion was withdrawn. 
 
5. Mr. Ken Lewis has obtained grant funding to install fencing along the first baseline 

at the Pineknotter Park field.  Mr. Rees moved to approve installing the fence; Ms. 
Lark seconded the motion.  Mr. Rees and Ms. Lark voted aye; Mr. Long and Mr. 
Wolfe voted nay.  Mayor Brosius broke the tie with an affirmative vote.  Motion 
passed 3-2. 

 
6. Mr. Tira provided council with information about the bowl slide.  He spoke with 

the representative of the company and learned that $10,000 deposit is required now.  
Another $10,000 would be required by the end of September.  He explained that 
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the council would authorize to enter into contract.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the motion 
he made earlier in the meeting stands.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote to approve the motion was unanimous.   

 
Additional Old Business 

1. Ms. Lark asked if Mr. Deitrick who owns a vacant lot on Queen Street has received 
a letter about the high weeds on the property.  The code officer was not present, but 
it is believed that a letter was sent.  Mr. Tira advised that if the weeks are not 
mowed, the Borough could have the work done and bill the property owner. 

 
2. Mr. Slodysko suggested that a chain system be utilized at Pineknotter Park to limit 

the access to the Sea Scout dock.  He added that the amount of garbage in the area 
has increased.  He was told that the area could be posted so the police could cite 
trespassers.  

 
Mr. Rees moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

September 1, 2009 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Darvin Straub, 
Frank Wetzel and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Ryan Tira, Borough 
Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary 
 
The eight visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Adam Klock informed the council that he would like to remove a tree from the front of his 
property.  The tree hangs across King Street so he is requesting permission to close the street for 
two to four hours on Saturday while the tree is being removed.  The Northumberland Fire Police 
agreed to provide the barricades.  Mr. Wolfe moved to close King Street from 2nd Street to 
Church Avenue on September 5th from 7:00 a.m. to noon.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Jon Apple voiced the appreciation of the Northumberland Fire Police to the council for 
allowing them to use the building on Route 11 at Pineknotter Park.  He presented a plaque to Mr. 
Wolfe with the following engraving, “Presented to the Northumberland Borough Council in 
recognition for your continuous support to the Northumberland Fire Police 2009”.  
 
Taylor Carl presented Mayor Brosius with a $100 donation for the bowl slide at Liberty 
Splashland.  Mayor Brosius noted that Taylor was one of her former students.  She thanked him 
for the generous donation. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius noted that Officer Hennessey anticipates returning to work this week after being 
off duty due to an injury sustained while responding to an emergency during the last storm that 
shut off electrical power to part of the Borough. 
 
Chief Fink’s July and August police reports have been presented to the council.  
 
Negotiations for the new police contract have begun. 
 
Mayor Brosius voiced her appreciation for the students from Susquehanna University who 
volunteered their services by working at Liberty Splashland, 2nd Street Community Center, and 
the King Street pond area.  She has sent a letter of thanks to the group. 



 2

 
Mayor Brosius announced that Amanda Naugle, Alison Reigle, Amanda Graybill and Whitney 
Troutman, members of Northumberland Girl Scout Troop #405, recently completed the 
requirements for achieving the Gold Award, Girl Scouting’s highest rank.  A Certificate of 
Achievement and letter of congratulation has been sent to each girl, recognizing her, her parents, 
and the scout leaders. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked all volunteers for making the Corn Festival a great success.  She thanked 
the musicians for donating their time and Bill and Molly Geise for donating the corn. 
 
Mayor Brosius reminded those present that the upcoming Remembrance Ceremony of 9/11 
would be held at 7:00 p.m. in the King Street Park. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
On behalf of the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Company, Mr. Jim Troup requested that the 
Borough Council officially recognize the Junior Firefighting program as an approved activity of 
the Northumberland Fire Department.  The Emergency Services Board was approached for its 
approval and the members recommended that the council approve the program first. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to recognize the Junior Firefighting program as an activity of the 
Northumberland Fire Department.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
Mr. Wolfe asked if the Emergency Services Board has approved an Assistant Fire Chief.  Mr. 
Troup responded that the Board would like the ordinance to be revised with more details 
regarding qualifications for the position.  Mr. Wolfe asked if all board members have been 
present for the meetings.  Mr. Troup responded that one of the council appointed representatives 
had not been present.   

 
The Emergency Services Board is reviewing the current ordinance and will make 
recommendations to the Rules Committee for revisions.  Mr. Wolfe noted that the council has 
been waiting some time for these changes.  Currently there is no assistant chief.  Mr. Troup 
stated that his term ends next year. 

   
Fire Chief’s Report 
Mr. Troup reported that the department had 12 calls for the month of July. 
 
Mr. Troup asked if the boat docks belong to the Borough or the State.  The docks  belong to the 
Borough.  He asked permission to install donated fire hose on the sides of the dock.  Mr. Straub 
said that the docks would be stored at the Recycling Center once they are taken out of the river 
and Mr. Troup would be able to work on them there.   
 

Code Officer’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the Code Enforcement Officer has provided a written report to the 
council.   

 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub received a report from the group that rented the Community Center this 
summer.  They enjoyed the playground and the building’s proximity to the library and the 
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pool.  Several comments were made about the limited restroom facilities, the cleanliness 
of the restroom, and the access to supplies.  Mr. Straub suggested that the multi-purpose 
room could be used in the future if this group is interested in renting it.  He also 
suggested that the council consider putting a divider in the multi-purpose room so two 
groups would be able to rent this space. 
 
Mr. Straub stated that the committee has discussed the sale of the current Borough 
Building.  The committee is requesting that council advertise for sealed bids with the bid 
opening on October 19 and the closing by December 21.  Mr. Straub so moved.  Mr. 
Long seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that no group has taken an official leadership role for the Pineknotter 
Park ballfield.  Discussion ensued.  A recommendation was made to invite the coaches 
from all the teams to attend a Community Development Committee meeting.  Mr. Long 
recommended that a set of guidelines be drawn up for all teams that use the field.  It was 
suggested that a timer be put on the lights since some of the teams are not contributing to 
the light bill as requested.  Coaches will be invited to Community Development 
Committee meeting on September 29th at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Wetzel noted that the Sea Scout 
dock area poses problems with garbage, graffiti, etc.   
 

     Finance 
 Mr. Wolfe announced that the committee will meet on September 15th to discuss 
 departmental budgets. 
  
 New computers were purchased for the police department.  The computers and
 installation will cost between $3,500 and $5,000. 
  
    Personnel  
 Mrs. Groninger stated that a grievance was received from the Teamsters and would be 
 discussed in the Executive Session. 
 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel stated that the Crime Watch Committee would meet on Thursday.  Last 
month a presentation was given by an employee from the 9-1-1 center about drugs and 
gangs in the area.  Since only five people were present, the program will be presented 
again at the October 1st meeting.  Mr. Wetzel stated that he will publicize the meeting.   

     
     Rules 

Ms. Lark moved to accept the following Drug-Free Policy.  Mr. Long seconded the 
motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

Borough of Northumberland 
Drug-Free Workplace Policy 

Purpose and Goal 
The Borough of Northumberland is committed to protecting the safety, health and well being of all employees and 
other individuals in our workplace. We recognize that alcohol abuse and drug use pose a significant threat to our 
goals. We have established a drug-free workplace program that balances our respect for individuals with the need to 
maintain an alcohol and drug-free environment. 

• This organization encourages employees to voluntarily seek help with drug and alcohol problems. 
Covered Workers 



 4

Any individual who conducts business for the organization, is applying for a position or is conducting business on 
the organization's property is covered by our drug-free workplace policy. Our policy includes, but is not limited to 
managers, supervisors, full-time employees, part-time employees, and temporary employees. 
Applicability 
Our drug-free workplace policy is intended to apply whenever anyone is representing or conducting business for the 
organization. Therefore, this policy applies during all working hours, whenever conducting business or representing 
the organization, while on call, paid standby, while on organization property and at company-sponsored events. 
Prohibited Behavior 
It is a violation of our drug-free workplace policy to use, possess, sell, trade, and/or offer for sale alcohol, illegal 
drugs or intoxicants at the workplace or while working and/or representing the Borough of Northumberland.  It is a 
violation of our drug-free workplace policy to at any time use, possess, sell, trade, and/or offer for sale illegal drugs 
or intoxicants.  It is a violation of our drug-free workplace policy to fail or refuse to submit to a drug and/or alcohol 
test. 
Notification of Convictions  
Any employee who is convicted of a criminal drug violation or alcohol related offense must notify the Borough in 
writing within five calendar days of the conviction. The organization will take appropriate action within 30 days of 
notification. Federal contracting agencies will be notified when appropriate. 
Searches 
Entering the organization's property constitutes consent to searches and inspections. If an individual is suspected of 
violating the drug-free workplace policy, he or she may be asked to submit to a search or inspection at any time. 
Searches can be conducted of pockets and clothing, lockers, wallets, purses, briefcases and lunchboxes, desks and 
work stations and vehicles and equipment brought onto the work place or property of the Borough.  
Drug Testing 
To ensure the accuracy and fairness of our testing program, all testing will be conducted according to Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) guidelines where applicable and will include a 
screening test; a confirmation test; the opportunity for a split sample; review by a Medical Review Officer, including 
the opportunity for employees who test positive to provide a legitimate medical explanation, such as a physician's 
prescription, for the positive result; and a documented chain of custody. 
All drug-testing information will be maintained in separate confidential records. 
Each employee, as a condition of employment, will be required to participate in pre-employment, post-accident, 
reasonable suspicion, return-to-duty and follow-up testing upon selection or request of management.   
The substances that may be tested for are: Amphetamines, Cannabinoids (THC), Cocaine, Opiates, Phencyclidine 
(PCP), Alcohol, Barbiturates, Benzodiazepines, Methaqualone, Methadone and Propoxyphene.   
Testing for the presence of alcohol will be conducted by analysis of breath, urine and/or blood.  Testing for the 
presence of the metabolites of drugs will be conducted by the analysis of urine and/or blood. 
Any employee who tests positive will be subject to discipline, including discharge.  An employee who self-reports a 
substance abuse prior to being selected for testing will be referred to a substance abuse professional for assessment 
and recommendations, required to successfully complete recommended rehabilitation including continuing care, 
required to pass a Return-to-Duty test and sign a Return-to-Work Agreement and subject to ongoing, unannounced, 
follow-up testing for a period of five years. 
An employee will be subject to the same consequences of a positive test if he/she refuses the screening or the test, 
adulterates or dilutes the specimen, substitutes the specimen with that from another person or sends an imposter, will 
not sign the required forms or refuses to cooperate in the testing process in such a way that prevents completion of 
the test. 
Consequences 
One of the goals of our drug-free workplace program is to encourage employees to voluntarily seek help with 
alcohol and/or drug problems. If, however, an individual violates the policy, the consequences are serious. 
In the case of applicants, if he or she violates the drug-free workplace policy, the offer of employment can be 
withdrawn. The applicant may reapply after one year and must successfully pass a pre-employment drug test. 
If an employee violates the policy, he or she will be subject to disciplinary action and may be required to enter 
rehabilitation. An employee required to enter rehabilitation who fails to successfully complete it and/or repeatedly 
violates the policy will be terminated from employment.  
Nothing in this policy prohibits the employee from being disciplined or discharged for other violations and/or 
performance problems. 
Return-to-Work Agreements 
Following a violation of the drug-free workplace policy, an employee may be offered an opportunity to participate 
in rehabilitation. In such cases, the employee must sign and abide by the terms set forth in a Return-to-Work 
Agreement as a condition of continued employment. 
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Assistance 
The Borough of Northumberland recognizes that alcohol and drug abuse and addiction are treatable illnesses. We 
also realize that early intervention and support improve the success of rehabilitation. To support our employees, our 
drug-free workplace policy:  

• Encourages employees to seek help if they are concerned that they or their family members may have a 
drug and/or alcohol problem. 

• Encourages employees to utilize the services of qualified professionals in the community to assess the 
seriousness of suspected drug or alcohol problems and identify appropriate sources of help. 

• Allows the use of accrued paid leave while seeking treatment for alcohol and other drug problems. 
• Ensures the availability of a current list of qualified community professionals. 

Treatment for alcoholism and/or other drug use disorders may be covered by the employee benefit plan. However, 
the ultimate financial responsibility for recommended treatment belongs to the employee.  
Confidentiality 
All information received by the organization through the drug-free workplace program is confidential 
communication. Access to this information is limited to those who have a legitimate need to know in compliance 
with relevant laws and management policies. 
Shared Responsibility 
A safe and productive drug-free workplace is achieved through cooperation and shared responsibility. Both 
employees and management have important roles to play. 
All employees are required to not report to work or be subject to duty while their ability to perform job duties is 
impaired due to on- or off-duty use of alcohol or other drugs. 
In addition, employees are encouraged to:  

• Be concerned about working in a safe environment. 
• Support fellow workers in seeking help. 
• Report dangerous behavior to their supervisor. 

It is the supervisor's responsibility to:  
• Inform employees of the drug-free workplace policy. 
• Observe employee performance. 
• Investigate reports of dangerous practices. 
• Document negative changes and problems in performance. 
• Counsel employees as to expected performance improvement. 
• Clearly state consequences of policy violations. 

Communication 
Communicating our drug-free workplace policy to both supervisors and employees is critical to our success. To 
ensure all employees are aware of their role in supporting our drug-free workplace program: 

• All employees will receive a written copy of the policy. 
• Posters and brochures will be available at all locations. 

 
Another topic the Rules Committee has been discussing is the cat issue.  Ms. Lark 
informed the council that the committee is looking into other means to deal with wild cats 
in the Borough.  Mr. Straub explained that if an animal ordinance were adopted, the 
Borough would have to provide a facility to house stray animals for 48 hours.  PA Pets 
has been contacted as one source of information.   
 

    Streets 
Ms. Lark asked if a walk-through is scheduled for the Duke Street paving project.  She 
requested that the drain covers be checked.  The code officer and Street Supervisor will 
be asked to check into it.  Sixth Street is to be paved tomorrow.   

 
Mr. Wetzel noted that someone came to him about the pipe/culvert under Queen Street 
between Seventh and Eighth Streets.  He requested that it be checked.  
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Mr. Troup stated that Empress Tree Lane has no curbing.  He said that the Borough 
accepted the road without requiring the developer to install curbs.  Now the water runs 
into his yard and is also eroding the road.  Discussion ensued. 

  
Old Business 

1. Mr. Tira spoke with Eugene Brosius about the Riverview Cemetery Board’s request to 
abandon a portion of unopened Seventh Street.  Mr. Brosius is preparing a petition to be 
presented to council. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger noted that there were eight burglaries in the Borough in August and four 

in July.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she has been approached by residents who are 
unaware of burglaries occurring in the Borough.  She asked that information from the 
police report be submitted to the Daily Item.  Mayor Brosius stated that Chief Fink has 
submitted information to the Item and the information is not published.  Chief Fink said 
that the police calls about suspicious behavior have increased since the Crime Watch 
Committee has been developed.  Mrs. Groninger said that she appreciates the police 
conducting security checks at businesses in the Borough.  When a security check is done, 
the officer leaves a card at the property, informing the business owner that the property 
was checked. 

 
3. Mr. Troup asked about piles of equipment that is stacked at the Norry Christian School.  

Mayor Brosius responded that it is playground equipment that is to be installed at the 
school. 

 
New Business 

1. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2009 council meeting.  Mr. Straub 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. Groninger, Ms. Lark, and Mr. 
Straub voted aye; Mr. Wetzel and Mr. Long abstained because they were absent.  Motion 
passed 4-0-2.   

 
2. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of the August 4, 2009 council meeting.  Mr. 

Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Wolfe, Ms. Lark, Mr. Long voted aye; 
Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Straub, and Mr. Wetzel abstained because they were absent.  Motion 
passed 3-0-3.   

  
3. Mr. Long moved to pay the bills; Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Discussion 

ensued.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous.  Bills to be paid from the General 
Fund total $50,464; bills to be paid from the Parking Meter fund total $1517.65; and 
Liberty Splashland bills total $3,862.09. 

  
4. The 2010 Minimum Municipal Obligation for the Northumberland Borough and the 

Northumberland Borough Police pension plans were provided to the council as governed 
by Act 205 of 1984.  The MMO for the municipal non-uniform plan is $4,831 and the 
MMO for the police pension plan is $50,076.  These amounts are due to the Pennsylvania 
Municipal Retirement System by December 31, 2010. 

 
5. Mrs. Groninger asked if an ordinance exists that prohibits people from walking, running, 

etc. in the streets.  She added that it is difficult to see some people when they are in the 
street, especially at dusk.  Others agreed that this is a safety issue.  Mr. Wolfe suggested 
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that an article be written for the newsletter.  Mr. Tira responded that an ordinance is not 
required since the issue could be addressed under the vehicle code. 

 
6. Mr. Straub noted that the Borough received grant funding in the amount of $2,183, for 

the Act 101 Recycling Grant.  This is a performance grant, based on the amount of 
recyclables collected in the Borough in 2007.  This is $1,373 more than the amount 
received last year. 

 
7. Mr. Long made a motion to hire Gary Wolfe to draw up plans for the police department 

at the 2nd Street building.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  The 2009 budget includes 
funding toward renovations at the building.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

  
8. Mayor Brosius received an email about truck traffic on Front Street below King Street.  

Signs are posted which prohibit truck travel in this area except for local deliveries.  The 
police are aware of the problem and will be watching for violators.  

 
9. Mayor Brosius received an email about a property on Priestley Avenue.  A hole has 

appeared in the yard at a storm pipe that runs through the property.  PPL has been 
contacted but has no information.  No information can be found on a right-of-way for the 
Borough or information on when the pipe was installed and who installed it.   

 
10. Newsletter articles are due September 25th. 

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would meet in Executive Session after the conclusion of 
the meeting to discuss personnel issues.   
 
Mr. Long moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
October 6, 2009 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan M. Wolfe at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, 
Borough Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; 
Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council 
member Robert Long was absent. 
 
The six visitors present introduced themselves.  
 
Public Comment 

• Mr. Adam Klock stated that he received a letter from Greg Carl requesting a donation 
for a water slide for Liberty Splashland.  He questioned the logic to approve funding 
for this project and questioned if this is still the council’s stance.  Mr. Wolfe replied 
that council approved the purchase because this is the only piece of equipment of its 
kind available.  It is a used slide that would have been sold to another party if the 
council had not approved the purchase.  The company will refurbish the slide.  The 
council’s approval included the stipulation that the donations for the water slide 
project would reimburse the general fund.  Mayor Brosius added that the Borough will 
be receiving a bequest to be used for recreational purposes from a former resident.  
While the entire project is estimated to cost $100,000, the price of the slide is $40,000.  
Mayor Brosius stated that if enough funding is not received in donations, the slide 
could be sold.     

 
• Mr. Joel Mitchell, a project manager from the Pennsylvania American Water 

Company, explained that last September a water main break occurred in a line that 
runs under the Susquehanna River.  The company has a current right-of-way, but 
requires a new right-of-way, parallel to the present one, about five to ten feet away.  
He requested that the council approve a right-of-way.  The solicitor has reviewed the 
paperwork.  Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the right-of-way, Ms. Lark seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

  
• Megan Will from the Clinical Outcomes Group requested permission to hold a 5K 

Run on October 17th.   Mr. Rees and Mr. Straub moved and seconded a motion to 
approve the request.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  
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Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius commended the Borough’s police department and the surrounding area police 
departments for apprehending the burglary ring that operated in the area.  She informed the 
council that the monthly police report is available.  The gun qualifying by the officers has 
been ongoing. 
 
Mrs. Groninger questioned a charge for a replacement taser.  Chief Fink explained that two 
tasers were purchased with a grant.  One taser is not working properly and the company has 
agreed to replace it for $550.  Chief Fink said that the department has had to use the tasers. 
 
The Fall Festival is scheduled for October 24th from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. in King Street Park. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the Revitalization Committee for their work to beautify the town.  She 
also thanked Gene Brosius for his continuing work to improve the area at the railroad 
underpass. 
 
Susquehanna University sent a thank you to the council for helping to make SU Give a 
success.   
 
The Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library has sent a thank you note for permitting them to hold 
a used book sale in the 2nd Street Community Center. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that the rental inspections are proceeding well.  He noted that one 
property was condemned because it was infested with cockroaches.  The tenants have been 
evicted and the property is being cleaned up.   
 
Mr. Ruane reported on the improvements to the properties on King Street owned by Mark 
Walberg.  The log house that was moved from another location is being erected on one of the 
lots.  He has also installed new sidewalks at the property on Front and King Streets. 
 
Mr. Ruane noted that the code office is working to locate rental properties and noted that one 
landlord who has four rental units was only paying for three sewer hook-ups.   
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that the crew would be picking up leaves in a few weeks, once 
more leaves have come down.  Leaf pickup will continue until the first week of December. 
 
The street sweeper should be repaired by next week. 
 
The school signs that were ordered cost more than anticipated so fewer street name signs are 
being replaced this year.  Discussion about the method of determining which signs are to be 
replaced was held. 
 
Council discussed excavation in various streets by utility companies.  
 
The crack sealer is being used to repair streets that can be saved.  Approximately two blocks 
of crack sealing can be completed in a day.   
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Paving has been completed.  A portion of Sixth Street between Wheatley Avenue and Orange 
Street was paved in the rain.  Eastern Industries has stated that they will guarantee the work.   
 
Ms. Lark asked how the council would like the Sewer Authority to bring their manholes up to 
grade when the streets are paved.  PennDOT requires that the manhole is brought up to grade 
after the street is paved.  Mr. Slodysko stated that this is the method that he prefers.  Ms. Lark 
stated that in the future, when the Borough paves, the specifications to replace the manholes 
could be included in the bid or the Sewer Authority would contract after the paving to have 
the work done by the contractor.   
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Lark asked if a motion is required to determine if this method is approved by council.  
Mr. Tira advised that a motion is not required.  This method follows PennDOT specifications. 
 
Ms. Lark announced that DEP has lifted the moratorium on sewer permits. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Steve Cimino informed the council that the Board does not currently have a chairperson.   
The Board voted to approve the Junior Firefighter program.  Mr. Cimino requested that a 
letter be sent to the insurance company informing them of this program. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
Mr. Jim Troup gave a report on the activity of the fire department for the past month.  He also 
reported that the fire department would be participating in Fire Safety next week.  They will 
present programs at the Priestley School and Northumberland Christian School.  They will 
also hold a fire drill at the Lewis Building. 
  

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub reported that the committee met with the coaches of the teams that play at 
Pineknotter Park.  The committee requested information about the money that the 
teams receive from passing the hat and from selling concessions.  The committee also 
explained the approved use of the lights. 

     
    Finance 

Mr. Wolfe reported that the committee met to discuss the 2010 budget.  
Representatives from the Library attended the committee meeting and requested that 
the Borough contribute $2,500 this year because if the Borough reduces the funding 
from last year which was $2,500, the state may reduce the library’s state funding.  He 
stated that the committee would discuss the addition of this funding for 2009 at the 
next Finance Committee meeting which will be held on October 21st at 6:00 p.m.  
 

    Personnel  
 Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the council unanimously 
 approved to advertise for Civil Service Testing for the Police Officers Civil Service 
 List. 
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 Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Ms. Lark, the council unanimously 
 approved to accept the resignations from EMA director Herb Gottshall and Assistant 
 Director Gary McNeir, with regret. 
 
 Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Wolfe, the council unanimously 
 approved to appoint Chris Boyer as EMA director and Larry Redington as Assistant 
 EMA Director. 
 
 Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the council unanimously 
 approved to accept the resignation, with regret, from Herb Gottshall as a member of 
 the Fire Police. 
 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel reported that a Crime Watch meeting was held at the Savoy last Thursday.  
Noel Jones and Sunbury Police Chief Steve Mazzeo presented a program on drugs and 
gangs in the area.  About sixty people attended the meeting.  Mr. Wetzel added that 
one of the Borough police officers will be attending a seminar on crime watch 
programs and will be taking over the meetings.  The next meeting will be on 
November 5 at 7:00 p.m. at the Savoy.   
 
Mr. Klock requested that information about police calls be submitted to the Daily Item 
for publication.  Discussion ensued.  Chief Fink stated that he had been faxing 
information to the newspaper, but the information was not being published.  It was 
suggested that the information be sent to the publisher.  Mr. Wetzel stated that a 
reporter was to attend the Crime Watch meeting but he did not show up.  There has 
not been a reporter in attendance at borough council meetings on a regular basis. 
 
Mr. Wetzel added that during the Crime Watch program, discussion took place about 
other municipalities, Selinsgrove and Berwick, with landlord ordinances that require 
that landlords be responsible for activities on their properties.  The Borough code 
officers work with the police department and inform landlords of calls to their 
properties. 
 
Mr. Troup asked who the Fire Police are to report to.  Mayor Brosius stated that the 
information is in the Borough Code. 
    

    Rules - No report. 
     
    Streets - No report. 
  
       
Old Business 

1. Ms. Lark and Ms. Groninger moved and seconded a motion to ratify changing the bid 
opening date from October 19th to October 20th for the sale of the Borough Municipal 
Building.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 
2. The PCC grant applications for 2010-2011 are open.  This grant provides $15,000 for 

materials and employs a crew leader and five crew members.  The current program 
which was to begin in July began in September and is funded with stimulus money.  
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The grant application is due in January.  Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by 
Ms. Lark, the council voted unanimously to move forward with the PCC grant 
application.   

 
3. Mayor Brosius noted that the pavement in front of the Borough Building must be 

leveled.   
 

4. Mr. Klock stated that at a prior meeting he had asked if there are plans for off-street 
parking at the 2nd Street building.  The commercial building inspector was consulted 
and he advised that off-street parking is not required for the property.  If the council 
would choose to create off-street parking, one van-accessible handicapped space is 
required at any location where an off-street parking is created. 

 
5. Mr. Wolfe stated that the Northumberland County Assessment Bureau has set hearings 

for assessment appeals from Weis Markets and Resilite for October 15th.  The two 
companies are requesting that there assessments be reduced.  The county has invited 
the municipality and school district to participate in the hearing.  Mr. Tira 
recommended that he and the Borough Secretary attend the hearing.  The council 
concurred. 

 
New Business 

1. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2009 council meeting.  
Ms. Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. 
Groninger and Ms. Lark voted to approve; Mr. Rees abstained because he did not 
attend the meeting. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the payment of the bills.  Mr. Rees seconded the 

motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $103,569.71; Liquid Fuels bills total $61,171.27; Liberty 
Splashland bills total $21,768.98; and bills to be paid from the Parking Meter account 
total $4.76. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger moved to transfer $16,300 from the General Fund to the Liberty 

Splashland Account.  Mr. Wolfe seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  This 
money will be reimbursed when donations are received.  Mr. Straub, Mr. Wolfe, Mrs. 
Groninger, Ms. Lark and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. Wetzel voted nay.  Motion passed 
5-1.   

 
4. Ms. Lark moved to appoint Elizabeth Lockcuff to the Shade Tree Commission.  Mrs. 

Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

5. Ms. Lark moved to designate October 31, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. as Trick-
or-Treat night in the Borough.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Approval was 
unanimous. 

  
6. Mrs. Groninger stated that she checked on the pile of equipment that is at the Christian 

School property.  She said that it is located next to the warehouse close to 6th Street 
and it is playground equipment.  Mr. Troup replied that there is steel piping and 
ventilation and he feels that if other property owners are asked to clean up their 
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properties, this property should also be cleaned up.  Mrs. Groninger visited Empress 
Tree Lane to follow up on Mr. Troup’s comments about storm water running onto his 
property.  She noted that there is no rolled curbing at this location.  A swale is located 
between Wild Cherry and Empress Tree Lane but this does not take care of water 
coming from Empress Tree Lane.  Mrs. Groninger stated that with the last 
development at Branchview the council added more requirements for the street 
paving.  When Empress Tree Lane was developed, the council at that time did not 
require rolled curbs.     

 
7. Mr. Straub requested permission for the Borough to pursue the cost of installing a 

meter on the lights at Pineknotter Park.  He stated that all the public fields in the 
Scranton area are this way.  Mr. Tira advised that a motion is not required.  Mr. Straub 
was given the go-ahead. 

 
8. Mr. Wolfe requested that Greg Carl address concerns about the funding for projects at 

the pool.  He added that he feels that if Mr. Carl had not been involved with the pool 
in the past ten years, the pool would probably be closed.  Mr. Carl explained that he 
has sent letters out to residents requesting donations for the bowl slide at Liberty 
Splashland.  He added that he personally gave $500 for the project and his son gave 
$100 from his summer earnings.  Mr. Carl explained that he and Tom Slodysko donate 
their time to the pool.  Mr. Carl said that the expectation is that the donations will 
reimburse the Borough for the money that it is putting up to purchase the slide.  He 
explained that the cost of the refurbished slide is $30,000.  An additional $10,000 is 
for the design and will not be required until funding is obtained.  Mr. Carl stated that 
attendance has increased this year.  He explained that a feasibility study was 
conducted several years ago which concludes that by adding features to the pool, 
attendance will increase and the pool could become self-sustaining.   

 
9. The Halloween Parade will be held on at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 28th.  

Mayor Brosius asked if funding is in the budget for the parade.  Funding was not 
included in the 2009 budget.  Mayor Brosius noted that the parade is run by 
volunteers.  Mr. Straub said that the Kiwanis Club has donated $500 to the parade. 

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would hold an Executive Session to discuss 
possible litigation issues after the meeting is adjourned.  No action will be taken. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 1

 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
November 2, 2009 

 
Vice President Jonathan Rees called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan Rees, 
Darvin Straub, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough 
Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice 
Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
One visitor present introduced himself. 
 
Public Comment 
No comments were offered. 
  
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that Civil Service tests were conducted and five candidates will be 
interviewed.  Chief Fink stated that the interviews would be held on Tuesday, November 10th.   
 
The following commendation for Officer Matthew Lauver was read into the minutes: 

 
“Officer’s Commendation 

WHEREAS, Northumberland Boro Police Officer Matthew Lauver, has performed meritorious service 
for the City of Sunbury, PA, its citizens, and the citizens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned Northumberland Boro Police Department Police Officer, did exhibit 
the highest levels of law enforcement professionalism on October 16, 2009 at 3:27 AM, 
 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned Northumberland Boro Police Department Police Officer did on : 
assist Sunbury Police Officer Vern Petty in subduing an early morning violent and highly intoxicated 
trespasser; said trespasser injured Officer Petty while they were effecting the arrest. 
 
WHEREAS, the aforementioned Northumberland Boro Police Department Police Officer has earned 
and does therefore deserve this Commendation of Merit. 
 
Signed on this 16th day, in the month of October, in the Year of our Lord 2009. 
 
Stephen A. Mazzeo 
Chief of Police 
City of Sunbury, PA” 
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Mayor Brosius noted the contribution of the members of the Revitalization Committee and 
other volunteers under the leadership of Bob and Noelle Long who worked to make the Fall 
Festival a success. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the Halloween Parade Committee under Elaine Rockey’s leadership 
for another successful parade.  She noted that Jan Bowman helped to finalize plans for the 
parade since the committee membership has dwindled of the last year and Elaine was out of 
town.  She thanked all who have worked for many years to provide this parade for the 
residents.  She also stated that volunteers are need for a new committee to take over the 
parade planning. 
 
An open house was held at the Joseph Priestley House on Sunday, November 1.  Volunteers 
are opening the house and museum for visitors since the state has reduced funding for paid 
employees.  She added that they need our support both financially and physically. 
 
The American Legion will have a brief Veterans’ recognition on Sunday, November 8 at 1:00 
p.m. at the Riverview Cemetery.  She encouraged all to come out and honor our fallen 
veterans.  
 
Decorating in the King Street Park is set for November 14 at 1:00 p.m.  Santa in the Park will 
be on November 30th beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that she, Ms. Lark and Mrs. Bowman met with representatives from 
Sunbury and Upper Augusta.  Discussions were held on EMA services and cooperation 
between the municipalities.  Another topic discussed was the request of the county for a 
holding cell that would be utilized by Sunbury, Point Township and Northumberland police 
departments.  Currently, whenever someone is being held by any of the departments, the 
officer on duty must stay in the office and is not available for other calls.   
 
Sewer Authority Report  
No report. 
 
Council President Bryan Wolfe arrived at 7:20 p.m. and assumed the chair.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Code Enforcement Officer Paul Ruane provided the council with his report for the month of 
October.   
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
The council is requested to approve the contribution of $30,000 for the Hookies’ Truck Fund.  
  

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

The committee is requesting that a monthly report be provided to keep them updated 
on the progress at the 2nd Street building. 

     
     Finance 

The committee will meet on Wednesday, November 18th at 6:00 p.m. to finalize the 
2010 budget. 
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Personnel    

Mr. Tira noted that he has a personnel item for an Executive Session which will be 
held at the end of the regular meeting. 
 

    Public Safety  
Mr. Wetzel said that the Crime Watch Committee will meet on November 5th at 7:00 
p.m. at the Savoy.   
 

    Rules 
 No report.  The committee will not meet this month.   
  
    Streets 
 No report.  The committee will not meet this month. 
       
Old Business 

1. Since no bids were received, Mr. Long made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Groninger to 
advertise a second time for bids for the sale of the Borough Municipal Building with 
bids to be opened at the December 1 council meeting.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Tira 
advised that according to state law, the Borough must advertise twice and if no bids 
are received the second time, the Borough may enter into negotiations with interested 
parties.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
2. The Pennsylvania American Water Company has requested that the Borough approve 

a right-of-way for the company along the unopened portion of 7th Street above Prince 
Street.  An agreement had been in place at one time, but it may have been with the 
Water Authority.  The company will provide the legal documents and present them to 
the Borough.  The water line to the hill section of the borough is located in this area 
and the company wants to be assured that access will be available in the future once 
the land is transferred to the adjacent property owners. 

 
3. Mr. Tira provided an update on the assessment appeals by Weis Markets and Resilite.  

Both companies are requesting a reduction in their assessments.  No action was taken 
by the Assessment Board at the hearings. 

 
New Business 

1. Ms. Lark moved to approve the minutes of the October 6, 2009 council meeting.  Mr. 
Wetzel seconded the motion.  All council members voted to approve except for Mr. 
Long who abstained.  

 
2. Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Long, council voted unanimously 

to approve the payment of the bills, including bills from Rogers’ Trophies ($57.60), 
Norry Citgo ($29.65), and the Northumberland Hookies’ Truck Fund ($30,000).  Bills 
to be paid from the General Fund total $56,885.26.  It was noted that $19,704.79 is the 
amount of the state aid to be paid to the Northumberland Volunteer Firefighters’ 
Relief Account.  Liberty Splashland bills total $112.30. 

 
3. Upon motion by Mr. Rees, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, Robert Sabol was 

unanimously appointed to the Zoning Hearing Board.  The term is a 3-year term. 
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4. Upon motion by Mr. Wolfe, seconded by Mr. Long, council unanimously approved to 

pay the PA Unemployment Solvency Fee of $679.23. 
 

5. Mr. Tira recommended that the council adopt a resolution requiring a Special Events 
Permit Application of anyone wishing to use the Borough streets, parks, etc.  He 
provided a resolution for the council to consider.  The resolution requires that an 
organization holding the event submit an application that provides information of the 
organization as well as insurance information.  

 
6. Mr. Wolfe noted that the volunteers at the Priestley House are providing a valuable 

service by opening the house and museum.  He attended the recent Open House that 
was held by the volunteers.  

 
7. Mayor Brosius submitted the name of Mike Filbert for appointment to the Fire Police 

Squad.  He has been approved by Fire Company No. 1.  Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, 
seconded by Mr. Straub, council unanimously approved the appointment of Mike 
Filbert to the Fire Police. 

 
8. Neither Mr. Roll nor Mr. Rees is able to attend the next Tax Collector Committee 

meeting on November 3rd.  Upon motion by Mr. Wolfe, seconded by Mr. Long, Ms. 
Groninger was approved as an alternate to the Tax Collector Committee.  Council 
members Lark, Long, Rees, Straub and Wolfe voted in favor of the motion; Mrs. 
Groninger and Mr. Wetzel who voted no.  The committee was established to 
determine who will collect the earned income taxes for Northumberland County.  Mrs. 
Groninger noted that Shikellamy Earned Income Tax Office is always prompt with the 
payments to the Borough.   

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would hold an Executive Session at the conclusion of 
the regular meeting to discuss personnel issues.  No action will be taken. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 1, 2009 

 
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the seventeen visitors present introduced 
themselves.  Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith H. Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Jonathan Rees, Darvin 
Straub, Frank Wetzel, and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, 
Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member 
Robert Long was absent due to another commitment. 
 
EPA Presentation 
EPA representative Ann Breslin stated that due to information received from an individual 
that drums were buried at three locations in the landfill, the EPA dug test bores in the three 
areas and discovered trash and ash.  Over six foot of ash was found in the back hole along 
with some trash.  The depth of the hole dug was 16 feet.  The two holes in the front area of the 
landfill contained trash and less ash.  They were dug down to native soil.  The holes were 
refilled and the area was restored.  When asked if leachate was present, Ann Breslin stated, 
“We have not been able to locate leachate, period.”  The holes dug were dry to the native soil.  
She added that methane was present in the front hole and that it dissipated immediately.  Ann 
Breslin and EPA Community Involvement Liaison David Polish answered questions from the 
audience.  When asked who made the complaints, Dave Polish said that the emails were 
coming from members of the Norry Neighbors.  When questioned, Ms. Breslin stated that no 
representative from the Norry Neighbors visited the site during the dig.  
 
When asked of the cost of the investigation, it was disclosed that as of March 2009 the EPA 
had spent $175,000 on the investigation of Pineknotter Park. Mr. Wolfe added that the 
Borough of Northumberland has spent at least $380,000 to “clean up the landfill” since 1998.   
 
Norry Neighbors representative Judy Bird-Gulden presented the EPA and the Borough 
Council with a list of “unanswered questions”.  Mr. Polish stated that this was the first time 
he’s seen this list of questions, and he would not to answer any of them until he takes them 
back to the experts at the agency.  David Young, a member of the Norry Neighbors, asked if 
the agency would respond to all the questions.  Mr. Polish replied that the agency would 
respond to those questions that are not repetitive.  When asked if he is a resident of the 
borough, Mr. Young responded that he lives in the valley. 
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Mr. Richard Shoch stated that the members of the Norry Neighbors have attended Point 
Township meetings for three years.  He advised the council that they will not let the issue go.  
He cited examples of issues that surfaced in the township and added that while the Norry 
Neighbors claim to be concerned with the environment, they sent correspondence to Senator 
Casey’s office demanding that he pull the funding for an air quality ordinance for the 
township.  Another example he provided is that some members of the Norry Neighbors are 
also land developers who are not willing to pay for retests for on-site sewage systems on their 
lots.  One developer lost one third of his lots when they were retested.  Members of DEP 
came to a Point Township meeting and stated that it was the only prudent thing that the 
township officials could do to protect the environment and citizens who would later purchase 
these lots.  Mr. Shoch also stated that whenever the Norry Neighbors fail, they claim it is due 
to a conspiracy.    
   
Mr. Randy Yoxheimer asked if the EPA would make all the results available to the residents.    
Ms. Breslin replied that the information will be provided to the Borough by early February. 
Mr. Polish added that some people do not want to accept the scientific data.  The Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry has said the park is safe.  Phil Rotstein’s (EPA) 
investigation found that the park was safe; and now Ann Breslin’s (EPA) investigation found 
that the park is safe.  He believes that there is no credibility for another dig. 
 
Mr. Slodysko asked about the moisture content of the third hole.  The response was that the 
content was damp, but there was no standing water.  Ms. Breslin added that they never found 
standing water. 
 
Mr. Montie Peters questioned if the EPA would provide the total cost of the investigations 
conducted at Pineknotter Park and also if the Norry Neighbors could be held responsible for 
the costs.  Mr. Polish stated that the EPA would provide the total amount spent on the 
investigations once there is a final tally.  The EPA does not charge groups for their work.   
 
Mr. Adam Klock asked what material was used for the “cap” at the landfill.  It was explained 
that the cap is a layer of two feet of soil that was added to the landfill in 2001.  There is not a 
membrane of any type covering the landfill. 
 
The council thanked Ms. Breslin and Mr. Polish for attending the meeting to discuss the 
findings. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius stated that the police’s monthly report is in the council’s packets.   
 
Mayor Brosius received a letter of Commendation of Merit from Sunbury Police Chief 
Stephen Mazzeo commending Sgt. Clifford Kriner and Officer Edward Cope for their 
participation and prosecution of professional criminals in the recent burglary and drug rings 
that were operating in the Sunbury/ Northumberland area.  Officer Cope also received a letter 
of appreciation from a Northumberland businessman for solving an embezzlement case.  
Mayor Brosius noted her thanks to these officers for their dedication and service to the 
community. 
 
Ms. Groninger left the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
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Mr. Wetzel moved and Ms. Lark seconded a motion to approve an internship with the Police 
Department for Joshua Moyer.  If he qualifies for PHEAA/ Degenstein grant funding, the 
position will be paid; if he does not qualify it will be an unpaid internship.  Roll call vote was 
unanimous with five votes cast. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that the annual Martin Concini Toy Drive is underway.  Sgt. Kriner 
and the Police are sponsoring the drive again this year.  She thanked them for continuing this 
service. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted the community’s thanks to the volunteers who made Santa in the Park 
possible.  She noted that thanks go out to Santa, the fire companies, the Revitalization 
Committee, the Sunbury City Band, Tom Slodysko and helpers, the Northumberland/Point 
Township Kiwanis Club and the Joseph J. Anselmo Community Trust for making Santa’s 
arrival a pleasant happening last evening.  Approximately 110 children visited Santa during 
the event. 
 
The annual Wreaths for Warriors ceremony is scheduled for December 6, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. at 
the Riverview Cemetery. 
 
Mrs. Groninger returned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report – No report 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report  
Mr. Slodysko reported that leaf pickup ends this week and the Street Department is ready for 
the winter. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report – No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report  
Steve Cimino told the council that the board held a work session to begin rewriting the Fire 
Department ordinance.  They will present a draft to the council next year. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report  
Chief Jim Troup reported that two kitchen fires occurred recently.  The Fire Department 
conducted a fire drill at the Lewis Building. 
  

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

The committee will not meet this month.  Mayor Brosius asked that the 2nd Street part 
of the committee meet this month to discuss plans for the building, date and time to be 
determined. 
   

    Finance 
Mr. Wolfe stated that the Finance Committee is proposing a 2010 Budget that is 1% 
less than the 2009 budget and contains no tax increase.  Mr. Wolfe moved to approve 
the first reading of the 2010 budget.  Ms. Lark seconded the motion.  Discussion 
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ensued.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous.  The final reading will be at the 
December 15th meeting. 
 
Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Straub, the council voted 
unanimously to approve application for a $100,000 line of credit for a tax anticipation 
loan from the First National Bank with an interest rate of 2.6%.  The Northumberland 
National Bank provided a lower interest rate of 2.45%.  However, the bank charges an 
additional $100 fee which means that the total cost is higher than the 2.6% interest rate 
with no additional fee.     

 
 Mr. Wolfe announced that the council’s reorganizational meeting would be held on 
 Monday, January 4th. 
 
    Personnel   
 Mrs. Groninger stated that the committee would meet after this meeting. 
     
    Public Safety – no report 
     
    Rules – no report 
     
    Streets  
 Mr. Rees announced that the committee would meet in January. 
       
Old Business 

1. The bids were due today for the sale of the Borough Building.  Since no bids were 
received and the sale has been advertised twice, the council may now enter into 
negotiations with any interested parties. 

 
2. Resolution I-2009 will be discussed at the December 15 meeting.  This resolution 

requires that any organization wishing to hold a special event in the Borough agree to 
submit a standardized application that provides the name of the sponsoring 
organization, insurance information for the special event, description of the special 
event and the sponsoring organization’s agreement to defend, indemnify and hold 
harmless the Borough from any legal claims related to the special event. 

 
3. Wreaths for Warriors will be distributed on Sunday, December 6th with a ceremony at 

3:00 p.m.  Anyone wishing to donate should check WKOK’s website.   
 

New Business 
1. Mr. Wetzel moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded a motion to approve the minutes of 

the November 2, 2009 council meeting.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
2. Mr. Wetzel moved to approve the payment of the bills.  Mr. Straub seconded the 

motion.  The motion includes paying a bill for the Hookie’s financial statement.  Roll 
call vote to approve was unanimous.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$21,082.70 and Liberty Splashland bills total $38.30. 
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3. Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Ms. Lark, council voted unanimously to 
reappoint Matthew Markunas to the Planning Commission and to appoint David 
Hollabaugh as one of the Borough’s representatives to the Emergency Services Board. 

 
4. Upon motion by Mr. Straub, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, council voted unanimously to 

approve Resolution H- 2009.  This resolution provides for the closeout of the DCNR 
grant for the multi-municipal comprehensive plan. 

 
5. Upon motion by Mr. Rees, seconded by Mr. Straub, council voted 5-1 to approve the 

contribution of $2,500 to the Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library.  Mr. Wetzel cast the 
dissenting vote. 

 
Mr. Wolfe announced that an Executive Session would follow the council meeting.  Personnel 
issues relating to negotiations would be discussed and since no action would be taken 
following the Executive Session, Mr. Wolfe adjourned the council meeting.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 15, 2009 

 
 
Vice President Jonathan Rees called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Cynthia Lark, Robert Long, Jonathan Rees, Darvin Straub, 
and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Ryan Tira, Borough Solicitor; 
Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Sergeant Clifford Kriner; Patrolmen Edward Hennessey and 
Matthew Lauver; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  Council members Judith Groninger and Bryan Wolfe were absent. 
 
The visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Cindy Lark thanked Darvin Straub and Bob Long for serving on Borough Council.  She 
stated that she realized when she was elected to office two years ago that there is a big 
difference between sitting on the council and attending meetings as a resident.  She added 
that the people who are on council now and those who are leaving have made it easier for 
her since they were a great group to work with.  Mr. Rees added his appreciation for 
Darvin and Bob.  
 
Adam Klock noted that the sidewalks were not cleared at 97 Duke Street following the last 
snowstorm.  Discussion ensued about measures that can be taken.  The police will issue 
citations to property owners who do not clear their sidewalks. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius noted several commendations. 
 She presented the following commendation to Patrolman Matthew Lauver:  
 
 “WHEREAS, Northumberland Borough Police officer Matthew Lauver has 
 performed meritorious service for the Borough of Northumberland, PA, its citizens, 
 and the citizens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
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 WHEREAS, the aforementioned officer, did exhibit the highest levels of law 
 enforcement professionalism on his November 17th, November 18th, 2009 tour of 
 duty. 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforementioned officer patrolled our borough thoroughly during 
 his tour of duty and at 0133 hours, discovered an elderly female standing on a 
 porch who appeared confused and was shivering.  It was later discovered that this 
 elderly female  wandered away from her residence and had a very low body 
 temperature.  EMS was dispatched and then transported the elderly female to the 
 hospital. 
 
 WHEREAS, the aforementioned officer felt something was not right and 
 investigated the matter which may have saved this elderly female’s life.  Officer 
 Lauver has earned and does therefore deserve this Commendation of Merit. 
 
 Signed on this 30th day, in the month of November, in the year 2009. 
 
 Timothy A. Fink     Gretchen Brosius 
 Chief of Police     Mayor 
 Northumberland     Northumberland” 
  
Mayor Brosius and the Borough Council congratulated Officer Lauver. 
 
Mayor Brosius announced that she would like to honor the Borough Council members who 
are leaving office.   She has started a Mayoral Certificate of Excellence. 
 
Mayor Brosius read the following Mayoral Certificates of Excellence:    
 
 “Mayoral Certificate of Excellence awarded to Darvin L. Straub in recognition 
 of his volunteer spirit that has been demonstrated by his involvement with the 
 following community organizations:   Northumberland Borough Council, 
 Northumberland / Point Township Kiwanis Club, Pineknotter Days, Liberty Glass 
 Recycling, Second Street Community Center, and the First Baptist Church of 
 Northumberland.  Presented on December 15, 2009 in the Borough of 
 Northumberland.  Gretchen H. Brosius, Mayor.” 
 
Mayor Brosius noted that if it were not for Darvin, the recycling center would not be what 
it is today. 
 
The next award was for Noelle and Bob Long who had both served on Borough Council: 
 
 “Mayoral Certificate of Excellence awarded to Noelle A. & Robert L. Long Jr. in 
 recognition of their volunteer spirit as demonstrated during their individual tenures 
 on Borough Council.  They distinguished themselves in the following community 
 projects & committees:  Second Street Community Center playground, 
 Northumberland Revitalization, Pineknotter Days, Lemonade Day, Fall Festival & 
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 Haunted Walk, History Day and Soap Box Race.  Presented on December 15, 2009 
 in the Borough of Northumberland.  Gretchen H.  Brosius, Mayor.” 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that she would present a third certificate to Bryan Wolfe who is 
expected to arrive later in the meeting.    
Mayor Brosius stated that part-time patrolman Dave Donmoyer has verbally resigned and 
the department would like to hire another part-time officer.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Long 
moved and Mr. Straub seconded a motion to authorize the chief to have six part-time 
officers, with the hires based on the police chief’s recommendations.  Council voted 
unanimously to approve. 
 
Mr. Rees thanked the police officers for their service to the community on a daily basis. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that the crew is working at the community center.  Mr. Straub asked 
if the sewage problem that was discovered at the 2nd Street Community Center was 
resolved.  Mr. Slodysko stated that an incredibly large-sized stone was in the pipe, it was 
removed and the line was repaired.  Mr. Rees thanked him for his work, noting that he has 
saved the taxpayers much money with his expertise. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report – no report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
The Board did not have a quorum at the December meeting.  They will meet on January 4th 
at the No. 1’s.  Mr. Rees and Mayor Brosius thanked the Emergency Services Board 
members for their volunteer efforts. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
Fire Chief Jim Troup stated that so far there was one fire call for a furnace malfunction.  
There were also some calls to Nottingham.  Mayor Brosius thanked the firemen who 
volunteer their time. 
  

Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Straub stated that he is looking forward to having the vo-tech students working 
in the building.  Mayor Brosius said that the PCC crew has done a good job in the 
areas of the building where they are working. 
 

    Finance 
Upon a motion by Ms. Lark, seconded by Mr. Long, council unanimously approved 
the second reading of the 2010 budget. 

  
Upon a motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Straub, the council unanimously 
approved to adopt Resolution J-2009 authorizing a $100,000 Tax Anticipation 
Loan at a rate of 2.6% from the First National Bank. 
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    Personnel  
Mr. Tira requested the council meet in executive session at the conclusion of the 
meeting to discuss labor issues. 
 

    Public Safety – No report 
 
    Rules 
 Ms. Lark moved to approve Resolution I-2009.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  
 This resolution requires organizations who wish to hold special events within the 
 Borough that require closing roads or the use of Borough property to obtain permits 
 and to  provide liability insurance coverage of at least one million dollars 
 ($1,000,000) per occurrence.  A Special Events Permit Application is attached to 
 the resolution as Exhibit “A”.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

   
 Mr. Wetzel moved and Mr. Long seconded the motion to advertise Ordinance 
 2010-1.  This ordinance sets the tax rates for 2010.  Mr. Rees read the proposed 
 millage rates:   General Revenue Purposes – 14.625 mils; Debt Service – 2.700 
 mils; Fire Equipment  – 2.600 mils; Special Road Fund – 2.500 mils; and 
 Recreation purposes – 1.000 mils.  Council voted unanimously to advertise the 
 ordinance. 
 
    Streets 
 Mr. Rees stated that the new street committee should meet in January to determine 
 the street work to be done in 2010.   
       
Old Business 

1. Mr. Tira informed the council that no official action is required at this time for the 
sale of the Borough Municipal Building.  Mr. Tira noted that there is interest in the 
building, but no offer as of yet. 
 

2. Mr. Rees stated that there will be a vacant two-year seat on the council beginning 
in January.  Mr. Rees moved and Ms. Lark seconded a motion to set a deadline of 
December 31, 2009, for applications for the vacant two-year council seat.  Roll call 
vote to approve was unanimous.  The council may extend this time frame after the 
reorganization meeting in January.  Mr. Tira added that the council will have thirty 
days to appoint someone to the seat.   

 
3. Mr. Wetzel announced that the next meeting of the Crime Watch Committee will 

be February 1, 2010.  The location for the meeting was discussed and it was 
determined that the meeting would be held at the Kiwanis Building.        

 
New Business 

1. The December 1, 2009 minutes were discussed.  The secretary noted a correction 
on page 4, the motion to approve the application for the $100,000 line of credit was 
seconded by Mr. Straub, not Mrs. Groninger as originally reported.  Upon motion 
by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Straub, council approved the corrected minutes of 
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the December 1, 2009 council meeting with a vote of 4-0.  Mr. Long abstained 
because he was not present at the meeting. 

 
2. Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Rees, council unanimously approved 

payment of the bills.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $77,261.27; 
Liberty Splashland bills total $223.45; and the 2nd Street Community Center bills 
total $5,504.84. 

 
Mr. Tira noted that the council would conduct an Executive Session following the 
adjournment of the council meeting to discuss labor issues.  Mr. Rees stated that he has 
another personnel issue to discuss that may involve the council reconvening for a vote after 
the Executive Session. 
 
Mr. Rees adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m. for the Executive Session with the 
announcement that the meeting would be reconvened if necessary. 

 
Council President Bryan Mr. Wolfe arrived at 7:40 p.m. during the Executive Session. 
 
Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  
 
Council member Judith Groninger arrived at 7:56 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if anyone had a motion to make as a result of the Executive Session.  Mr. 
Long moved to present a $1,000 bonus to Mr. Slodysko for the additional work that he has 
done for the Borough.  Mr. Straub seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote 
was 6-1 in favor of the motion with Mr. Wetzel casting the dissenting vote.     
 
Mayor Brosius presented the following Mayoral Commendation to Mr. Wolfe:   
  
 “Mayoral Certificate of Excellence awarded to Bryan Wolfe in recognition of his 
 volunteer spirit that has been demonstrated by his involvement with the following 
 community organizations:   Northumberland Borough Council President , Zion 
 Lutheran Church Council,  Pineknotter Days;  and for his accomplishments of 
 bringing the Borough into the 21st century by creating the Borough web-site, and 
 Pineknotter News; serving on the finance committee, 2nd Street Community Center 
 Committee & Playground Committee.  Presented on December 15, 2009 in the 
 Borough of Northumberland.  Gretchen H.  Brosius, Mayor.” 
 
Mr. Wetzel thanked the outgoing council members for the time they have served on the 
council.  He added that he has learned quite a bit from them and he wished them all the 
best.  Mrs. Groninger voiced her appreciation to the outgoing council members noting that 
their expertise in various areas would be a great loss.   

Mayor Brosius read the following message to the council, “Sometimes we feel as if 
success or failure is all up to us.  But part of faith is stepping out when you don’t see the 
final destination.  It is trusting the community to contribute what the next moment needs. 
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We are not self-sufficient; we are designed to rely on one another, to create together what 
we cannot create individually. When we offer what we can, however small or unfinished, 
help will come; and we will discover a new and deeper love and appreciation of God and 
our neighbors.” 

Mr. Wolfe noted that he has been on council for ten years and that once someone sits at the 
table he has a new appreciation of what the council does.  He said that it has been 
wonderful working with everyone.  He then announced that he has decided to seek the 
appointment to the vacant council seat. 
 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council 
Reorganization Meeting 

January 4, 2010 

 
Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Brosius conducted the swearing in of Council Members elect Gregory Carl, 
Stephen Reed, Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel, and Tax Collector elect Joanna Rees. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Gregory Carl, Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Stephen 
Reed, Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, 
Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Mayor Brosius asked if the council would prefer to elect a president and vice president or 
consider the appointment to the vacant council seat.  Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint a 
candidate to the council before the election of officers.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  
Mr. Tira asked if anyone had objections.  As no one objected, council considered the 
applications for the vacant seat.  Mrs. Groninger noted that four applications were 
presented to the council.  They were from Adam Klock, T.G. Fasold, John Simeone, and 
Bryan Wolfe.  Ms. Lark asked the two applicants who were present if they would like to 
speak.  Mr. Klock stated that he wasn’t prepared to speak tonight but that in his application 
he expressed his interest and described his qualifications.  Mr. Klock responded that he is 
interested in serving on the Borough Council when asked if his name is still in the running 
for the vacant school board seat.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he did not feel that he could run 
during the primary due to some personal issues but that they have been resolved and he is 
interested in continuing to serve the Borough. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved that Bryan Wolfe be appointed to the vacant council seat.  Mr. Rees 
seconded the motion.  The position is for a two-year term.  Roll call vote to appoint Mr. 
Wolfe was passed 4-2.  The dissenting votes were made by Mr. Reed and Mr. Wetzel.  
Mayor Brosius conducting the swearing in of Bryan Wolfe. 
 
Mayor Brosius requested nominations for Council President.  Mr. Reed nominated Mr. 
Rees.  Mrs. Groninger nominated Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Rees declined the nomination.  Ms. 
Lark seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger noted that she nominated Bryan because he has 
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been a fine leader for the past years.  The roll call vote was 6-0-1 with Mr. Wolfe 
abstaining. 
 
Mayor Brosius turned the gavel over to Mr. Wolfe. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that he would have been willing to turn it over someone else but he 
appreciates the council’s support. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested a nomination for the office of Council Vice President.  Ms. Lark 
moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded a motion for Mr. Rees.  Roll call vote was 6-0-1 to 
approve, with Mr. Rees abstaining from the vote. 
 
Mr. Wolfe requested nominations for the office of President Pro Tem.  Mrs. Groninger 
moved and Mr. Rees seconded a nomination for Mr. Carl.  Roll call vote was 6-0-1 to 
approve with Mr. Carl abstaining from the vote. 
 
  
Public Comment 
Susquehanna River Connection Coalition 
Ms. Julie Marano presented information about the Susquehanna River Confluence 
Connections.  The group is planning a joint event for Saturday, May 29th and Sunday, May 
30th to celebrate the confluence of the Susquehanna River in the early summer when the 
dam is inflated and “Lake Augusta” is formed.   
 
Currently SEDA-COG, Susquehanna Greenways, and the Visitors’ Bureau are involved in 
the planning process.  Mr. Jim Gilford plans to offer hot air balloon rides and plane rides at 
the airstrip on the island.   
 
Other suggestions the group is considering are to have a Confluence Heritage Tour which 
would include a Native American Indian Era at the Shikellamy State Park Marina; 
European settlers at Fort Augusta, Northumberland County Historical Society; early 
scientific era and religious freedom, the Joseph Priestley House, the Industrial era and the 
Edison Hotel.   
 
The group would also like to put out a welcome mat for entrepreneurs by conducting 
Cooks Kitchen, a way to connect the emerging sustainable agricultural community with the 
graduating students of surrounding culinary schools, and the economic revitalization 
efforts in the region of the Susquehanna River Confluence. 
 
The coalition is seeking representatives from Sunbury and Northumberland.  Mr. Wetzel 
stated that he thinks the idea is commendable.  Mr. Wolfe added that he feels the Borough 
would like to be involved but the council will need to consider their involvement. 
 
Mayor Brosius suggested that the Revitalization Committee be informed of the project 
with the possibility of someone from the Revitalization Committee representing the 
Borough. 
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Mr. Klock stated that he would also be interested in being on the committee and helping 
with the event.  
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the monthly police report is in the council’s packet.   
 
A resignation has been received from a part-time police officer, Wade Lytle.  He has 
accepted a full-time position in Point Township.  Chief Fink has contacted two applicants 
who are on the Civil Service list.  One applicant has accepted a full-time position and a 
back ground check is being conducted on the second applicant.  Mr. Tira advised that the 
chief may hire a part-time officer on an as-needed basis, as approved by council at a prior 
meeting. 
  
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report  
No report 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko informed the council that they will notice that the department is using 
small stones on the streets to combat the ice.  Salt will be used as needed, but cinders are 
no longer available from previous sources. 
 
Mr. Slodysko has investigated the purchase of a bucket truck and has found two websites 
that advertise used bucket trucks.   He questioned if a used truck may be purchased in this 
manner.  He is looking for one that has a higher lift.  Up to $18,000 was budgeted for 
equipment.  Mr. Tira advised that the Borough should first create specifications and 
advertise for a used bucket truck.  The council will approve the specifications.  Mr. Reed 
asked if it might be better to contract with someone to trim the trees rather than purchasing 
a bucket truck.  Mr. Slodysko replied that the truck could be used for a variety of purposes, 
not just trimming trees.   
 
Mr. Slodysko informed the council that the crew brought to his attention a way to 
reconfigure the addition at the recycling building to enable the street department to store 
additional equipment under roof.  Discussion ensued.  Council requested that the 
volunteers at the Recycling Center be consulted before changes are made.  Mr. Rees asked 
that the crew be thanked for the suggestion. 
 
Mr. Wetzel asked whom to inform when street lights are out.  Mr. Slodysko stated that the 
office contacts PPL with the pole number.  A light is out at Fourth and Hanover Streets.  
Mr. Slodysko stated that PPL has been informed of this outage. 
  
The price for salt has increased this year.  The Borough contracts for salt through the state 
Co-Stars program. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
The Board is meeting tonight at the Number 1’s.   
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New Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe introduced Ordinance 2010-1, the Tax Levy Ordinance.  A question 
arose about the ability to reopen the budget.  If the majority concurs, the budget 
could be opened until January 15th.  Upon motion from Mr. Rees seconded by Mrs. 
Groninger to approve Ordinance 2010-1, the council voted unanimously to 
approve.  The resolution for fees and penalties will be reviewed by the Finance 
Committee before being presented to the full council. 

  
2. Mr. Rees and Mr. Wetzel moved and seconded a motion to approve payment of the 

bills.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve.  Bills to be 
paid from the General Fund total $6,706.62; Liberty Splashland bills total $32.88; 
Liquid Fuels bills total $1,493.23; and 2nd Street Community Center bills total 
$1,414.13.    

 
3. Mr. Wolfe noted that Larson Design Group, Inc. has submitted a proposal to be the 

Borough’s engineering firm.  He stated that the company does not require a retainer 
and that the Borough is not obligated to use the firm if it chooses to put a job out to 
bid.  He requested that the council members review the proposal so it may be 
discussed at the January 19th meeting. 

 
4. Mr. Wetzel asked if there has been any interest on the purchase of the borough 

building. Mr. Tira replied that there has been some, but nothing confirmed. 
 

5. Mayor Brosius asked if the vo-tech students have started working at the 2nd Street 
building.  The office is waiting for a list of students from the school to consult with 
Shikellamy about busing.  

 
6. Ms. Diane Petryk, a reporter with the Daily Item, questioned the wording of the 

ordinance relating to millage rates.  It was explained that one mil is $1.00 per 
$1,000 property valuation.  It was also noted that Northumberland County has not 
had a reassessment since 1973. 

 
Mr. Tira announced that the council would hold an executive session following the 
meeting to discuss labor issues and that no action would be taken. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
January 19, 2010 

 
 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Judith Groninger, Cynthia Lark, Stephen 
Reed, Jonathan Rees, Frank Wetzel and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor 
Brosius; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul 
Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary  
 
The seven visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Adam Klock provided a handout to the council with a list of questions he has 
pertaining to the bequest from Geraldine Mertz and the purchase of the bowl slide for 
Liberty Splashland.  The first question was about when the Borough was notified that 
funds were available from the estate of Geraldine Mertz for the purpose of Parks & 
Recreation.  It was believed that the Borough was first notified around May that a bequest 
was made.  The Borough has not been informed of the total of the bequest because the 
settlement of the estate has not been finalized.  The Borough received a portion of the 
bequest in December.   
 
Mr. Carl responded to a question about whether the bowl slide was put out for public bid.  
He stated that the solicitor advised that advertising was not required since it was a 
refurbished, one-of-a kind item.  When asked how he knew that no other slide was 
available, he responded that he spent days researching the available of the apparatus on 
the internet and found just one other slide in England for twice the price plus the cost of 
delivery.  It was also stated that advertising wasn’t required because the slide is being 
paid for with donations.  It was suggested that the solicitor be asked at the next meeting 
why advertising wasn’t required.  Brian Luden questioned why the scoreboard for 
Pineknotter Park had to be advertised for bid when funds for the scoreboard were being 
donated.  The solicitor had advised that the advertising was required for this purchase.   
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Another question was why the council visited Liberty Splashland at the conclusion of the 
June 16th council meeting.  Mayor Brosius responded that Greg was showing the council 
where the fence would be extended and what attractions had been added to the pool.  It 
was also noted that the council meeting was held at the Kiwanis Building so it was 
convenient for the council to visit the pool.  Mr. Troup asked if the additional utility costs 
due to the slide have been considered.  Mr. Carl stated that he estimates an additional 
$1,500 will be required and an additional 400 patrons are expected who will cover this 
expense.  Mr. Carl stated that he had contacted the person who had conducted the 
feasibility study for the pool several years ago and he feels that with the additional 
attraction, the daily fee should be increased by $2.00 while the annual passes remain the 
same price.  Mr. Carl also stated that he has voluntarily managed the pool for the past ten 
years and that he and Tom Slodysko have voluntarily provided the labor for the 
maintenance and repairs at the pool.   
 
Brian Luden requested that the Borough run the Pineknotter Park ballfield the way they 
run the pool.  He would like the Borough to pay for two students to maintain the field and 
run the concession stand at the games.  He also suggested that banners could be sold for 
at the park with the proceeds going toward the utility costs.  It was requested that the 
office be given schedules of the games so they may be posted on the Borough website, 
included in the newsletter and posted at the field. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated that discussions occur at the various committee meetings and during the 
work sessions.  The Finance Committee will be discussing the proposal for the ballfield 
requests.  Mr. Carl added that the Community Development Committee would meet also 
discuss the ballfield at their committee meeting.  Committee meetings are advertised and 
open to the public. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that she swore in the five Fire Police Officers yesterday. 
 
Chief Fink stated that the police received complaints from residents yesterday about 
ticketing on a Federal holiday.  This occurs four times a year when the Borough does not 
observe the Federal holiday. 
 
Kevin Rushton was hired as a part-time police officer.  He is on the civil service list. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane provided the council with his report for the month of December. 
 
Mr. Ruane noted that the Borough does not have regulations regarding outdoor wood-
burning furnaces.  He explained that this type of furnace smolders and emits a lot of 
smoke and recommended that council consider adopting an ordinance to address them.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked how the code office is coming along with the landlords that 
haven’t complied with the rental ordinance.  Mr. Ruane replied that there are still a few. 
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Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that the crew has been demolishing areas of the 2nd Street 
building so construction can proceed. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Ms. Cindy Lark reported that the rates have not been raised for three years. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Wolfe announced that a vacancy exists on the Emergency Services Board.   
 
Mr. Wetzel moved to appoint Adam Klock to the Emergency Services Board.  Mr. Reed 
seconded the motion.  The term is a 5-year term.  Roll call vote was unanimous to 
appoint Mr. Klock. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
Chief Jim Troup stated that the only fire this year was a garage fire at Adam Klock’s 
residence.   
  
Committee Reports 
Mr. Wolfe noted the following committee appointments: 
 
    Community Development – Greg Carl, Chairman; Steve Reed, Cindy Lark   
         The committee will meet the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 
    Finance – Jonathan Rees, Chairman; Judith Groninger, Bryan Wolfe  
         The committee will meet the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  
    Personnel – Judith Groninger, Chairman; Jonathan Rees, Bryan Wolfe 
         The committee meets as necessary. 
    Public Safety – Frank Wetzel, Chairman; Greg Carl, Steve Reed,  
         The committee will meet the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 
    Rules – Steve Reed, Chairman; Cindy Lark, Frank Wetzel 
         The committee will meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  
    Streets – Cindy Lark, Chairman; Judith Groninger, Steve Reed 
         The committee will meet the 1st Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. 
    Planning Commission – Frank Wetzel 
       
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wolfe moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded a motion to appoint Larson 
Design Group as the Borough’s engineer.  Roll call vote to approve was 
unanimous. 

 
2. Mr. Wolfe commented on a letter that was sent to residents by the Norry 

Neighbors.  He is questioning their purpose for requesting money. 
 
3. Mr. Rees asked if anyone has expressed interest in being a representative to the 

Susquehanna River Connection Coalition.  The mayor is going to discuss the 
committee with the Revitalization Committee at their meeting next week.   
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New Business 
1. Mrs. Groninger moved and Ms. Lark seconded a motion to approve payment of 

the bills.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $24,095.20;  Liberty 
Splashland bills total $180.27, and Liquid Fuels bills total $1,544.46.  Council 
voted unanimously to approve. 

 
2. The council has received two handicapped parking requests.  Mr. Wolfe explained 

that the council does not have a policy for approving handicapped parking spaces. 
A list of locations of the handicapped spaces is on file at the Borough Office.  
 
Ms. Lark moved to approve a handicapped parking space for Barb Hare at 427 
Queen Street.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees and 
Mr. Reed voted aye; Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger and Ms. 
Lark voted no.  Motion failed 2-5. 

  
Ms. Lark and Mrs. Groninger moved and seconded the motion to approve a 
handicapped parking space for the 1st Regular Baptist Church on 2nd St. at Queen 
Street.  Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Reed and Mr. Rees voted aye; Mr. 
Wetzel, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl, and Ms. Lark voted no.  Motion failed 3-4. 
 

3. A letter was received from SEDA-COG who is obtaining a grant from DCED to 
provide a utility bill analysis.  The cost to the municipality is $3,750.  No motion 
was offered to pursue an analysis. 

 
4. Mr. Slodysko explained that with the move of the police station to the 2nd Street 

building, an antenna will be needed at the building.  Several options are available.  
To install a new antenna at a permanent location on the building at Park Avenue 
and the purchase of a new base station, the cost would be approximately $4,100.  
The base station would be located in the basement in a secured area.  A second 
option would be to purchase two base radios for approximately $6,600.  
Discussion ensued about the move to the 2nd Street building and the sale of the 
current Borough building.  No action was taken. 

 
Mr. Wetzel moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
February 2, 2010 

 
President Bryan M. Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an 
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Bryan Wolfe, Greg Carl, Judith Groninger, Stephen Reed, 
Jonathan Rees and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius, Ryan Tira, 
Borough Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and 
Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Cindy Lark was absent due to 
illness. 
 
Mayor Brosius introduced Kevin Rushton, the new part-time police officer, and 
administered the Oath of Office.    
 
Public Comment 
The visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Jessica Poff voiced her support for the installation of the bowl slide at Liberty Splashland 
noting that this will attract more people to the pool and provide an additional attraction at 
our local facility. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that Ann Roll, a member of the Revitalization Committee, has met 
with Julie Marano regarding the Susquehanna River Confluence Connections.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved that Ann Roll, a member of the Revitalization Committee, be named as 
the Borough’s representative to the committee.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call 
vote was unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Wolfe asked what the security check which is listed on the police report involves.  
Chief Fink explained that when the officer is on patrol he checks the businesses in the 
Borough and leaves a card to inform the business owner that he was at the property.  
Discussion occurred about the different reports that have been prepared for the council.  
Mr. Wolfe stated that he would like to see a report that contains the number and types of 
incidents that occurred as well as the amount of time that was spent on each incident.  
Chief Fink replied that the log sheet tracks the amount of time spent on each call.   
 
Mr. Reed asked about the police report being submitted to the newspaper.  Chief Fink 
replied that reports have been submitted as time permits and that he hopes that once a 
secretary is hired for the police department, the report can be submitted on a regular basis.   
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Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko stated that he and the crew have been working on miscellaneous projects.   

• They are relocating a wall at the recycling center so equipment may be stored at the 
center. 

• Storm water issues were addressed after a recent storm.   
• Work is progressing at the 2nd Street Community Center with the removal of the 

basement ceiling. 
Christmas tree pickup has been completed. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Steve Cimino stated that the board has rewritten the ordinances which will be proof-
read at their next meeting.  After the revisions have been approved by the Emergency 
Services Board, the drafts will be submitted to the Borough Office for the solicitor and 
Rules Committee to review. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
Mr. Jim Troup reported on the activities of the Fire Department for January.  The 
department had 268 man hours for January 2010. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 
 Mr. Carl stated that the committee would meet next Monday.   
 
 Mr. Wolfe noted that  volunteers are needed for the festivals this year and asked 
 that anyone who is interested should contact the Borough Office. 
 
 Mr. Wolfe asked if a date has been set for the move to the 2nd Street building.  Mr. 
 Carl stated that the committee would discuss this at the Monday meeting.   
 
    Finance 
 Mr. Rees introduced the Resolution A-2010 (Schedule of Fees and Penalties).  He 
 added that the only changes from last year’s fees were some changes to the pool 
 fees. 
  
 Upon motion by Mr. Rees, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, council unanimously  
 approved Resolution A-2010. 
  
 Mr. Rees announced that the committee would meet in April. 
     
    Personnel  
 As recommended by the Personnel Committee, Mrs. Groninger moved to increase 
 the hourly rates for the Code Office and Borough Office staff.  The proposed 
 hourly rates are $16.00 for the Code Enforcement Officer, $10.50 for the Clerk I 
 position and $12.50 for the Clerk II position.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Mr. 
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 Wolfe noted that the increases average approximately 3%.  The council voted 
 unanimously to approve.    
 
    Public Safety 
 Mr. Wetzel announced that the committee would meet on the 16th of this month. 
 
    Rules 
 Mr. Reed stated that the committee would meet on the third Wednesday of the 

month. 
 
    Streets 

Mrs. Groninger reported that the Street Committee met earlier this evening and will 
meet on Thursday morning to review the street projects for this year. 

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Wetzel reported that a group in Sunbury is conducting a catch and release 
program.  The group is taking stray cats to veterinarians in the Harrisburg area to 
be neutered or spayed and returning them to the area to be released.  The 
organization’s information will be supplied to the Borough Office and will be 
added to the website.    

    
2. Mayor Brosius noted that the Fire Police provided a compilation of their man hours 

for 2009.  A total of 653.5 hours were logged and almost half of those hours were 
provided by Jon Apple. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Tira advised that since just three current members of the council were present 
for the entire meeting on December, only two members are required for a quorum.  
Mr. Rees and Mr. Wetzel are the two council members who were present.  Mr. 
Rees moved to approve the minutes of December 15, 2009; Mr. Wetzel seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Rees and Mr. Wetzel voted aye; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. 
Carl, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Rees abstained.  Motion carried 2-0-4. 

 
2. Upon motion by Mr. Rees, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the council unanimously 

approved the payment of the bills.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total 
$20,066.70; Liberty Splashland bills total $67.46; Liquid Fuels bills total $2994.29; 
2nd St. Community Center bills total $1,990.38; and Parking Meter bills total 
$105.76. 

 
3. Verizon Wireless has proposed a long-term lease agreement with the Borough for a 

cell phone tower on Borough land beyond Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Wolfe added that 
the Finance Committee would review the proposed agreement.  Upon motion by 
Mr. Wolfe, seconded by Mr. Carl, the council voted unanimously to pursue the 
agreement. 

 
4. Upon motion by Mr. Rees, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the council unanimously 

approved advertising an ordinance that addresses cell phone towers.  This will be 
ordinance number 2010-2. 
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Mrs. Groninger thanked the members of the public who were in attendance to support 
Liberty Splashland and their interest in the bowl slide at the park.  She noted that the 
council appreciates the work that these people do at the pool. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would conduct an Executive Session at the 
conclusion of the council meeting to discuss personnel issues.  No action will be taken at 
the conclusion of the Executive Session. 
 
Mr. Carl moved to adjourn.  The council meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
March 2, 2010 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Bryan M. Wolfe.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Gregory Carl, Judith Groninger, Stephen Reed, Jonathan Rees 
and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough Solicitor; 
Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, 
Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would conduct an Executive Session.  Mr. Tira noted 
that personnel, litigation, labor issues and police negotiation issues.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 7:55 p.m.  Mrs. Groninger was not present.   
 
Public Comment 
Dana Ramsey presented the council with an audit of the History Day Committee’s account.  
She requested that the council approve the proposed budget for 2010 and send a letter to the 
Anselmo Trustees informing them that History Day is a part of the Borough’s Revitalization 
Committee.  Mrs. Ramsey stated that several members of the committee conducted the audit.      
Mr. Carl made a motion that the council accept the budget for History Day and confirm that 
the group is a subcommittee of the Revitalization Committee.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote:  Mr. Reed, Mr. Rees, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl voted aye. 
 
Mary Haas commented about the noise level from the ButterKrust Bakery on Fifth Street.  
She stated that her house vibrates from the sounds.  Mr. Wolfe stated that he thinks tests had 
been done by the bakery.  Ms. Haas believes the trucks idling may be part of the noise which 
occurs between 10:30 p.m. and 12:30 a.m. and again around 4:00 a.m.   
 
Mrs. Groninger returned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that Cindy Lark has submitted a letter of resignation due to health and 
personnel issues.  Mrs. Groninger moved to accept her resignation and to accept applications 
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for the vacant seat.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  The seat must be filled in thirty days. 
Roll call vote was unanimous to approve. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius noted that the Police Reports were distributed to the council. 
 
Mayor Brosius stated that Julie Marano attended the last Revitalization Committee meeting to 
discuss the Susquehanna Confluence Coalition.  This group and the Friends of the Marina 
have many events planed for the summer starting with Memorial Day weekend.  Mayor 
Brosius stated that she would bring a schedule to the next meeting.  Plans are for the Borough 
to become involved with surrounding municipalities to enjoy movies at different locations.  A 
walking a biking entrance to the Marina without having to cross the road is being explored.  
The group will also continue some of last year’s events – Sunday Brunch at the Marina – and 
events at the Look Out.  Ann Roll, the Borough’s representative, will keep us informed. 
 
Mayor Brosius extended her apologies to the Crime Watch Group for not advertising their 
meeting on the sign in the park.  She noted that the weather has been a factor in being able to 
change the sign.  Mr. Reed attended the Crime Watch Meeting which was held on March 1 at 
the Kiwanis Building.  Only five people attended.  He said that the meetings are scheduled for 
the first Monday of each month and that they will be held at the Kiwanis Building until the 2nd 
Street building is available. 
 
Mayor Brosius noted that the Red Cross Bloodmobile will be held on March 11 at the C.W. 
Rice building, not March 13, as reported in the Pineknotter News. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko had nothing to report on the street department but thanked the police chief for 
monitoring the traffic at intersections with stop signs.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
No report 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
No report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Steve Cimino presented the revision of the Fire Department Ordinance for the solicitor’s and 
Rules Committee’s review.  All council members will be provided with copies. 
 
The Emergency Services Board’s April meeting will most likely be held at the Borough 
Building.  If the offices have moved to the 2nd Street Community Center before that time, the 
Borough Secretary will contact Mr. Cimino. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
Chief Jim Troup reported on the number of calls for the Fire Department for 2009 for each 
unit and station.  The Northumberland Hook and Ladder’s Truck No. 734 responded to 97 
calls; the Rescue Truck No. 735 responded to 121 calls.  The Northumberland No. 1’s Engine 
No. 731 responded to 60 calls and Engine No. 732 responded to six calls.  The 
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Northumberland Hook and Ladder’s man hours for training was 2,687 hours; the Number 1’s 
was 694 hours.  The man hours for emergencies were 879 from the Northumberland Hook 
and Ladder and 270 for the Northumberland No. 1’s. 
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if the companies don’t respond at the same time.  Chief Troup 
explained that the various trucks are called out for different emergencies.   
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the fire fighters on behalf of the Borough for volunteering their 
service. 
  
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Carl reported that the committee met for the first time last month and discussed 
the following topics: 
1. Farmer’s Market – Mr. Reed prepared a flyer to send out to prospective vendors.  

No day has been determined.  Currently, the committee is favoring King Street 
Park as the location. 

 
2. 2nd Street Community Center – the committee discussed moving the Borough 

records to the building as soon as the storage area is completed.  The target date to 
have the Borough offices moved to the building is late March, early April.  Mr. 
Carl moved to relocate the offices for the Borough to the Community Center by 
early April.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.   
 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:18. 
 
Roll call vote was unanimous with Mr. Reed, Mr. Rees, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Carl 
voting in the affirmative. 
 
Mrs. Groninger returned at 8:20. 
 
Pineknotter Park Ballfield – Mr. Carl stated that the committee is recommending 
that each team obtain a permit in order to play on the field.  Brian Luden presented 
a sample permit to the council.  The purchase of a meter for the lights was 
discussed.  Three Little League teams, two Legion teams, two adult teams, and a 
fall ball team play at this field.  Discussion ensued about the charges to the various 
teams. 
 
Mr. Luden also announced that Judith Ditton has donated $500 to be spent toward 
the concession stand in memory of her husband, Charles “Bud” Ditton.   
 
Mr. Tira suggested that he or the Rules Committee review the permit application.  
Mr. Reed requested that the solicitor review the permit application.   
 
Mr. Luden has volunteered to manage the ball field.  Mr. Wolfe moved and Mr. 
Rees seconded a motion to designate Brian Luden as the Pineknotter Park Baseball 
Manager.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 
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Mr. Luden proposed selling banner ads to raise funds for the ballfield. 
 
Mr. Carl stated that he and Mr. Luden have met with the Health Officer to discuss 
requirements for the concession stand. 
 
Mr. Wolfe left the meeting at 8:27 p.m. 
 
Mr. Carl made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, to require that the Borough 
Office handle the concession monies.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, 
Mr. Reed and Mr. Rees voted affirmatively. 
 
Mr. Wolfe returned at 8:30 p.m. 

 
Mr. Carl said that the cost to purchase a meter for the lights would be $375 plus 
shipping.  Tokens that would be sold at the Borough Office are used to activate the 
lights.  Mr. Carl moved and Mr. Rees seconded a motion to purchase a meter for 
the lights, not to exceed $500.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve. 

 
Mr. Luden requested that the council approve hiring two employees to work at the 
ballfield.  Mr. Carl suggested that the details should be discussed at another 
meeting.  Mr. Wolfe recommended that the topic be discussed at the Community 
Development meeting.  Mrs. Groninger asked how many people Mr. Luden has 
contacted to serve on the ballfield committee, adding that she is aware that Adam 
Klock has volunteered.  He replied that he thinks he has five people who are 
willing to help.  He added that he still thinks it is necessary to hire two workers to 
run the concession stand and take care of the field.  They could also work with the 
Street Department if the workload at the ballpark is light. 

 
Mr. Ruane asked how the Hanover Street ballfield operates since they do not come 
to the Borough for funding.  He added that he does not feel that taxpayers’ money 
should go for the ballfield when volunteers should be taking care of it. 

   
    Finance 
 Mr. Rees announced that the committee would meet on April 27th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Personnel – No report  
 
    Public Safety – No report 
 
    Rules 
 Mr. Reed announced that the committee would meet the third Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Streets 

Mr. Rees informed the council of the work to be done on the streets as recommended 
by the Street Committee.  The tonnage was estimated at 1,138 tons of top coat and 498 
tons of base repair.  6,500 linear feet, over a mile, of streets are scheduled to be paved.  
They include Lincoln Street, Orange Street from 7th to 8th, 7th Street from Duke to 
Queen, intersections on 7th Street at Hanover and at North Avenue, 6th Street from 
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Duke to above Queen, Sheetz Avenue from 2nd to 4th and half of the block from Water 
to Front, and the Buchanan extension, below Susquehanna Road.  He moved that the 
council approve to submit the work to the Central Susquehanna COG to be put out for 
bid.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 
        

Old Business 
1. Mr. Tira reported that the right-of-way that was requested by the Pennsylvania Water 

Company would conflict with a prior request from the cemetery.  The company has a 
waterline extending along the unopened 7th Street from Prince Street to Vista Avenue.  
He recommended that the Cemetery Board be contacted to inform them of the water 
company’s request. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Reed moved and Mr. Rees seconded the motion to approve the minutes of January 
4, January 19, and February 2, 2010.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
2. Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Rees, council unanimously 

approved the payment of the bills, including $200 for membership in the Central 
Susquehanna COG.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $36,414.92; 2nd 
Street Community and Municipal Center bills total $3,343.31; Liquid Fuels bills total 
$10; and Liberty Splashland bills total $15.81. 

  
3. Northumberland Housing Corporation Refinancing 

Mrs. Groninger stated that she did not receive a copy of the paperwork.  Mr. Wolfe 
tabled the discussion. 

 
4. The Middle Susquehanna Task Force has requested a letter of support for designation 

as State Heritage Area.  Mr. Wolfe so moved.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote was unanimous to approve. 

 
5. Mr. Reed requested permission to look into the feasibility of putting cameras at the 

traffic light at Water and Duke Streets noting that the benefits would be better traffic 
control, relieve the police of some of their workload, and alleviate safety issues at the 
intersection.  Mr. Reed stated that tickets could be issued because the cameras would 
take pictures of the license plate of the car and the driver.  Mr. Tira advised that a 
motion is not needed for Mr. Reed to look into the possibility of the purchase. 

 
6. Mr. Reed recommended that the Borough waive the fees for tickets on holidays.  Chief 

Fink stated that there are several national holidays that are not observed by the 
Borough.  Mr. Tira stated that if the council decides to waive the fees, it should adopt 
a resolution to not enforce parking restrictions on any national holiday.   

 
Daily Item reporter Diane Petryk asked what precipitated the forensic audit of the Sewer 
Authority.  Mr. Tira replied that the Borough is not the Sewer Authority and he cannot 
speak for the Sewer Authority.  He advised that she would have to speak to them. 
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Mary Haas asked about the right-of-way for the Pennsylvania American Water Company.  
Mr. Tira explained that it is for a right-of-way along an unopened stretch of Seventh 
Street.  The waterline is already installed in this area. 
  

Mr. Wolfe announced that the council would adjourn for an Executive Session following a 
five minute answer session for the media.  The issues to be discussed are personnel and 
negotiations.  Mr. Tira added that the council may or may not reconvene following the 
Executive Session.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  
 
Mr. Wolfe reconvened the meeting at 9:25 p.m.  Mr. Tira announced that the issues discussed 
were personnel, labor, and ongoing lease negotiations.  No action was taken on any of these 
issues.  
 
Mr. Wolfe announced that he wishes to step down as Borough Council president, stating that 
the presidency takes a lot of time which he does not feel he has at the current time.  He 
requested nominations for President.  Mr. Reed nominated Mr. Carl.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Carl assumed the chair.   
 
Since Mr. Carl had been the Chairman Pro Tem, Mr. Rees moved to nominate Mr. Reed to the 
office of Chairman Pro Tem.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Council voted unanimously to 
approve. 
 
Mr. Rees moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
March 16, 2010 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Gregory D. Carl.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Gregory Carl, Judith Groninger, Stephen Reed, Frank 
Wetzel and Bryan Wolfe.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough 
Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas 
Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. Council member 
Jonathan Rees was absent. 
 
Thirteen visitors were present. 
 
Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Reed, the minutes of March 2, 2010 
were approved by a vote of 5-0-1 with Mr. Wetzel abstaining. 
 
Mr. Carl explained that the minutes are posted on the borough website.  However, there 
have been some problems with the website lately.   
 
Appointment to vacant council seat 
Mr. Carl stated that he and the Borough Secretary have researched how the appointments 
for the vacant council seats had been determined in the past and they had been made in 
four different ways.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Tira stated that there is no procedure outlined 
by the Borough Code for appointments to vacant council seats.   
 
Mr. Reed nominated Carl Libby, T.J. Fasold and Adam Klock.  Mrs. Groninger nominated 
Bob Long and Gary Steffen.  Mr. Wetzel seconded Mr. Reed’s nominations; Mr. Wolfe 
seconded Mrs. Groninger’s nominations.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she is supporting Bob 
Long because he and his wife have been very active and have kept some of the festivals 
going in town.  She stated that he was a very good councilman; he asked questions and was 
never offended by comments that were made by others.  Mr. Reed stated that he feels that 
there are a lot of good candidates.  He would like to see some new blood and fresh ideas on 
the council.  He added that Mr. Long and Mr. Steffen are not present tonight.  Mr. Carl 
stated that he knows Mr. Steffen because he was a police officer with his father, but he 
does not know him personally.  He has worked with Mr. Long who has volunteered and 
will “get his hands dirty”.  He also sees the value in having people on council who have 
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professional experience like Mr. Klock and Mr. Libby.  Mr. Wetzel thanked those who 
have applied and said that he appreciates that they are willing to serve on the council.  Roll 
call vote:  Mr. Reed and Mr. Wetzel voted for Carl Libby; Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Carl and Mrs. 
Groninger voted for Bob Long. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Troup stated that he would like to see people put their personal agendas aside and vote 
for the way people feel in this community. 
 
Mr. Adam Klock submitted a petition of over 500 signatures that support a trust fund for 
the Pineknotter Park ballfield from the cell tower lease agreement.   
  
Mr. Klock asked if council members feel they should receive formal ethic training.  Mayor 
Brosius explained that new council members may attend training if they choose.  Mr. Tira 
stated that the council may choose to answer or not.  Mr. Klock asked if council members 
should receive mandatory training on the Borough Code.  He stated that he would like to 
know what the councils’ opinions are.  Mr. Carl stated that it should be a personal choice.  
He added that the solicitor is present at the meetings to advise on the legality of the issues.   
Mr. Klock asked if council members should receive training on Robert’s Rules of Order.  
Mr. Tira noted that they are not a resolution or ordinance of the Borough nor are they 
binding on any body in the state; they are not an official statute of the state.  Mayor 
Brosius added that this topic had been discussed at a meeting a number of years ago.  Mr. 
Klock asked if the council feels that there should be an annual audit done on the Borough’s 
finances and should it be available to the public.  Mr. Tira stated that the Borough does 
have an annual audit done on the finances and it is available to the public.  He added that 
the council is not in a position to speak to an ongoing investigation at the Sewer Authority.  
Mr. Klock asked if the council feels that there should be a process to appoint members to 
the Borough Council.  Mr. Wetzel, Mr. Reed and Mr. Carl answered yes.  Mrs. Groninger 
replied for the record that she is not answering any of the questions because she feels this 
is a ploy to bring headlines to Mr. Adam Klock. 
 
Mr. Ty Sees asked that since Mr. Carl is on Borough Council may he still run the pool or is 
it an ethics violation.  Mr. Tira stated that Mr. Carl received no compensation.  Mr. Carl 
added that for ten years he’s received zero dollars. 
 
Mr. Carl Libby thanked the council members who supported his nomination to the council.  
He stated that he is the Borough’s representative to the Penn Valley Airport Authority.  
When he first accepted the position, the airport authority was $550,000 in debt.  They are 
currently approximately $150,000 in debt so it has dropped $400,000 of the debt.  Heritage 
Aviation has assumed responsibility for the operations at the airport.  Thirty people are 
currently taking classes.  An air show is planned for July 17th.  He requested that the 
council increase the budget for the authority from $500 to $1,000.   
 
Ms. Diane Petryk of the Daily Item asked Mr. Wolfe if there is a reason why he stepped 
down as chairman of the council.  Mr. Wolfe stated that the time involves takes a lot of 
time.  Ms. Petryk asked if the council is considering contracting with Point Township to 
replace the entire police department.  Mr. Tira responded that there are ongoing labor 
negotiations and council has made no decisions.  Ms. Petryk asked if the council feels that 
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the community would be in favor of having their police officers replaced.  Mr. Tira stated 
that this is a question for the community to answer. 
 
Mr. Steve Cimino stated that the council has asked why the public is not interested in 
attending the meetings.  He said that people are not interested in coming because they see 
the same faces with the same opinions.   
 
Mr. Klock stated that the people who applied for council did not all attend the meeting and 
were not informed when there would be a vote.  Mr. Carl explained that the position was 
advertised with the deadline for applications.  Mr. Carl added that he agrees that there 
should be a process for appointing new members.  
 
Ms. Petryk asked if she could have more information about Bob Long.  Mr. Tira replied 
that the Borough Secretary could provide the information after the meeting. 
 
Ms. Carol Updegrove asked if the reporter is reporting the news or making the news? 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the Code Office activity for the past month.   
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Pat McPherson stated that the Borough had given the fire company a used radio which 
was appreciated.  However, because it was not feasible to install it in the fire truck he is 
returning it to the borough. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Carl stated that the committee did not have a formal meeting because he was 
the only council member present.  He and Mr. Luden discussed a timer for the 
baseball field lights.  The timer has been ordered.  He asked if Mr. Luden feels that 
50 tokens will be enough or if additional tokens should be purchased.  Mr. Luden 
replied that the 50 tokens should be enough.   
 
Mr. Robin Bolig asked if all the lights are on when they are turned on.  Mr. Luden 
explained that they are and that is one of the reasons why the timer is being 
purchased. 
 
Mr. Luden requested that the council approve the proposed banner ads that he has 
submitted.  The cost for the banner is $96.00.  The rate for a three-year 
commitment for a 4’ x 6’ banner is $1,000.  The rate for a 2’ x 4’ banner with a 
three-year commitment is $600.  Upon motion by Mr. Carl, seconded by Mrs. 
Groninger, approval of the rates for the banners at Pineknotter Park was 
unanimous.  
 
2nd Street Community Center 
The wooden floors have been refinished in the offices.  The move to the new 
offices should occur in a few weeks. 
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Mr. Carl stated that certified lifeguards are needed for the summer at Liberty 
Splashland.   
 
It was announced that the Community Development Committee will meet on April 
12th at 6:00 p.m. 

     
    Finance 
 Mrs. Groninger stated that the committee would meet on April 27th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Mr. Robin Bolig asked what financial plan is in place to support the 2nd Street building, 
heating, electric, maintenance, etc.  Mayor Brosius stated that the building is zoned for 
heat so it is not necessary to heat the entire building.  Discussion ensued.   

 
    Personnel  
 Mr. Tira stated that he has material to be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel stated that the Crime Watch Committee will meet on April 5th at 7:00 
p.m. at the Kiwanis Building.  The committee meetings are set for the first Monday 
of each month. 
 

    Rules 
 Mr. Reed stated that the Rules Committee will meet tomorrow night at 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Streets 

Mr. Slodysko stated that the bids are due to the COG tomorrow night.  He stated 
that since the committee had met, he has noted that Prince Street has deteriorated 
and should be included for paving.   
 
Mrs. Groninger asked if a motion is required to put the street bid out through the 
COG with Point Township only.  Mr. Tira stated that a vote should be taken.  Mrs. 
Groninger moved that, if possible, the Borough’s street paving should be bid with 
Point Township only.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote to approve 
was unanimous. 

 
Emergency Service 

Mr. Steve Cimino stated that the Emergency Services Board will form a list of 
activities that they would like the council recognize so the firemen are covered 
under workman’s comp.  He requested that official training for firemen be 
recognized by the council this evening because they train every week.  Upon 
motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, council voted unanimously to 
recognize official training for firemen as authorized by the Fire Chief or either 
Station Captain.   

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Carl moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded Ordinance 2010-2.  This ordinance 
addresses Wireless Telecommunications Towers and Antennas.  Mr. Klock had a 
question about whether amateur radios are addressed in the ordinance.  Mr. Tira 
replied that amateur radios are specifically excluded from the ordinance.  He also 
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stated that this ordinance does not approve the lease.  Mayor Brosius asked where 
the location is proposed for the tower in relation to Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Carl 
explained the location is behind the ballfield in the wooded area and added that he 
would show her.  The height of the tower is to be approximately 180 feet.  FAA 
approval will be required due to the airport on the island.  The company is aware of 
this.  Roll call vote to approve Ordinance 2010-2 was unanimous. 

 
2. Mr. Luden asked when his proposal for the permit will be reviewed for the ball 

teams. He also asked when the council will decide about employing workers at the 
ballfield.  Mr. Carl stated that the council needs to know how much time will be 
required for the workers at the ballfield.  The applications for the workers have 
been submitted to PHEAA but approval hasn’t been received as yet.  Mr. Carl 
explained that there should be a plan for the number of hours required each week 
for the employees.  Upon motion by Mr. Wolfe, seconded by Mr. Reed, council 
unanimously approved the hire of two casual employees for up to thirty hours per 
week to run the concession stand and to take care of the field beginning May 17.  
Mr. Carl added that the permitting process will be ready for the April council 
meeting. 

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded a motion to approve payment of 
the bills.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid from the 
General Fund total $10,881.93; Liquid Fuels bills total $3,162.7; Liberty 
Splashland bills total $61.19; and 2nd Street Community Center bills total $978.49. 

 
2. Resolution B-2010 designates agents for the First National Bank accounts.  

Resolution C-2010 designates authorized persons for the Northumberland National 
Bank accounts.  Greg Carl, Jonathan Rees, Janice Bowman and Jane Sanders-
Ressler are the designated agents who are authorized to sign checks.  Upon motion 
by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the vote was unanimous to adopt both 
resolutions. 

 
3. Mr. Tira spoke to the Housing Corporations’ attorney regarding the refinancing.  

Their attorney will provide a resolution for the Borough to adopt.  Mr. Tira stated 
that the bank requested a deferral of payments to the Borough but they are not 
ready to proceed. 

 
4. Mr. Troup said that he was present at the meeting with the Housing Corporation.  

He said that with a million dollar investment, the Borough should be getting 
something from the housing corporation.  He feels that instead of making an 
additional payment of $1,000 to the bank, they should pay this amount to the 
Borough.  Mr. Tira replied that the Housing Corporation does make some payment 
to the Borough each year.  However, the agreement is for payment to the Borough 
to begin once the loan is paid off.  

  
5. Mr. Troup asked if the Sewer Authority would provide a representative to the 

Borough meetings.  Mr. Carl requested from their solicitor that a report be 
provided. 
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6. Mayor Brosius stated that she was contacted by Mr. Bordner who is looking for a 
place in the Borough for soccer fields.  She knows that at one time soccer fields 
were planned for an area at Pineknotter Park.  The fields at Point Township are 
being resurfaced.  In the meantime, the group needs soccer fields to replace the 
ones that are being resurfaced.  She requested if anyone knows of fields that could 
be made available, that they contact her.   

 
7. Mayor Brosius asked about the downtown lights.  Mr. Slodysko responded that the 

lenses become yellow after a number of years. 
 
At 8:38 p.m. Mr. Carl adjourned the meeting for an Executive Session to discuss labor and 
lease negotiations.  No action is anticipated following the Executive Session. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman  
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
April 6, 2010 

 
President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Mayor Brosius conducted the swearing-in of Robert Long as a Borough Council member. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Judith Groninger, Robert Long, Steve Reed, 
Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough 
Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, 
Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Bryan 
Wolfe was absent. 
 
Public Comment 
Ms. Tamara Runyan asked about the sidewalks in the borough and why there is no continuity 
of the sidewalks in the Borough.  She noted that there are no pavements on Prince Street near 
the pool, or Seventh Street and she feels that there is favoritism being shown.  She also noted 
that there is no sidewalk on Fifth Street from King Street to Sheetz Avenue by the Fire 
Department and that the department’s planter extends through the walkway to the street.  She 
provided a list and diagrams of pavements that she feels are below standards.  Mr. Carl stated 
that he would personally look at the sidewalks on the list adding that he would have a 
response at the next council meeting.   
 
Mr. Carl Libby complimented the council on the playground at 2nd Street and added that it is 
used heavily.  He reported that there are some issues with teens using their skateboards on his 
porch and also harassing an adult who was at the playground with his children and using foul 
language.  Mr. Libby contacted the police and Officer Cope responded promptly to both calls.  
Mr. Libby asked what could be done.   Mr. Tira responded that he would look at the 
ordinances because he believes one already addresses this issue.       
 
Mr. Ted Koppen asked if the Borough plans to pave Prince Street where water lines were 
replaced.  Mr. Slodysko responded that Prince Street from Third Street to Park Avenue will be 
paved this year and that the water company is coming tomorrow to repair the patches. 
 
Mr. Steve Cimino questioned what is to be done about Bryan Wolfe being a member of 
Borough Council in light of the news that was in the paper.    Mr. Tira responded that there is 
no action that the council can take at this time.   
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius reported that the Police Chief has provided the council with the monthly 
report. 
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Mayor Brosius read a letter from Sunbury Police Chief Steven Mazzeo commending the 
Northumberland Police officers and thanking them for their assistance during the recent 
tragedy in Sunbury. 
 
Mayor Brosius read a thank you note from a woman from New Jersey who had contacted the 
police with concerns about her father who lives in the Borough.  The Chief responded by 
visiting her father and phoning her so she could speak with him. 
 
Mrs. Groninger thanked Chief Fink for his report which is easy to read and appreciated. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that the paving bids would be let out next week by the COG.  The 
crew is patching streets and has examined an area on Queen Street at the bridge between 7th 
and 8th Streets where there is subsidence.  He feels it may not have been backfilled properly 
and will keep a watch on it. 
 
Mr. Slodysko noted that the new Borough Offices in the 2nd Street building are completed.  
The projected move date is April 22nd. 
 
The water company has notified the Borough that check flow valves must be installed at the 
water lines on the pool, the garage, Kiwanis Building, and in King Street Park in order to 
conform with federal regulations.  The price for each range from $45 to $350.  
 
The State rules for brush pickup have changed.  Curbside pickup is to be conducted once a 
year.  In addition to the curbside pickup, the center will be opened one day a month for 
residents to take brush to the center.  Branches less than 4 inches in diameter and less than 6 
feet in length are accepted.  No grass or weeds are accepted.  Mrs. Groninger questioned 
several charges that appear on the bill list.  Mr. Slodysko stated that the charge of $475 from 
Sunbury City is for the annual use of the shredder and the M & S Garage bill of $585 is for 
repairs to the composter.  The curbside collection will be conducted in June, the dates will be 
announced. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report – no report 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report – no report 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Steve Cimino had spoken to the council about the workman’s compensation coverage for 
volunteer firemen.  The board would like the council to approve the following activities:     

• All forms of approved company/department training 
• Door to door fundraisers 
• Hands-on fundraisers such as chicken BBQ 
• Public service details 
• Mutual Aid Calls 
• Department and company approved meetings 
• Physical Fitness Training 
• Company and/or Department approved parades 
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He added that this list should cover approximately 90% of the activities of the firemen.  Mr. 
Tira said that he will have the list ready for approval at the May meeting. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
Chief Jim Troup reported on the activity of the Fire Department for the past month. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Carl reported that the plan is to move the Borough Offices to the 2nd Street 
building on April 22nd.  The next council meeting will be at the current Borough 
Building at 221 Second Street. 

  
Pineknotter Park Ballfield 
Mr. Tira has drawn up a Pineknotter Park Baseball Field Permit.  The annual permit 
requires teams to apply for reserved times for their games with the schedule to be 
issued by the field manager.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Robin Bolig asked who will 
employ the two employees who are to work at the ballfield.  The Borough will employ 
college students through the PHEAA program.  Mr. Carl moved and Mr. Long 
seconded the motion to approve use of the baseball field permit.  Roll call vote – All 
ayes. 
 
Ordinance 2010-3 - Pineknotter Park Baseball Field  
Mr. Tira has drafted an ordinance that outlines the details for the reserved use of the 
ballfield.  He noted that the current Code Book does not have a chapter that addresses 
parks.  The ordinance will be modified when a chapter is designated.  Mr. Wetzel 
moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion to advertise Ordinance 2010-3.  Roll 
call vote – All ayes. 
 
Mr. Reed stated that he has talked to some interested vendors for the Farmer’s Market 
in the King Street Park, close to Front Street.  He is recommending that the market be 
set for Thursdays and Saturdays, every week from May to October.  Mr. Pat 
McPherson suggested that one day a week should be sufficient. He also suggested that 
the market be held on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to noon, adding that produce season is 
from June 15 to Labor Day.  Most vendors in May would be flower vendors.  

 
    Finance 

The committee will meet on April 27th at 7:00 p.m. at the Borough Building to review 
the first quarter of 2010. 
 

    Personnel 
The council will conduct an Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss 
personnel issues. 

     
    Public Safety 

Mr. Frank Wetzel noted that the Crime Watch Committee met last night with only six 
people were in attendance.  The Emergency Services Board meets at the same time.  
They are changing their meeting time from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. because some of the 
board members would like to attend the Crime Watch meetings.  Mr. Wetzel requested 
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that the Crime Watch meeting be held at the 2nd Street Community Center on May 3rd 
at 7:00 p.m.  Discussion occurred about what room would be available. 
 

    Rules  
Mr. Tira stated that he and Mr. Cimino would meet following the council meeting to 
discuss the Fire Department Ordinance. 
Mr. Reed stated that he had obtained an ordinance that addresses outdoor furnaces. 

 
    Streets 

Mr. Rees noted that the paving bids haven’t been opened yet.  They will be available 
at the May meeting. 

       
Old Business 

1. Mr. Gene Brosius explained a request from the Northumberland Cemetery Board.  The 
Board had originally approached the Borough to vacate the unopened Seventh Street 
above Prince Street.  Since then, the water company has requested a right-of-way to 
maintain a pipe that runs the length of the property.  The Cemetery Board is now 
requesting a right-of-way for the unopened street.  Mr. Tira suggested that the topic be 
tabled until the property owners on the other side of the unopened street, the Feasters, 
can be contacted. 

 
2. Resolution D-2010 – Procedure for filling Council and Mayor vacancies 

Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, council voted unanimously 
to adopt Resolution D-2010 which is as follows:   

  
A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND BOROUGH COUNCIL 

ESTABLISHING A STANDARD PROCEDURE FOR THE FILLING OF VACANCIES ON 
THE NORTHUMBERLAND BOROUGH COUNCIL OR IN THE POSITION OF MAYOR. 
 Whereas, the Northumberland Borough Council (“Borough Council”) has determined 
that it is in the best interest and welfare of the citizens of the Borough of Northumberland if a 
standard procedure is created for filling vacancies that may occur on the Northumberland 
Borough Council or in the position of Mayor; and 
 Whereas, the Northumberland Borough Council has determined that setting a 
standard procedure for filling vacancies on the Northumberland Borough Council or in the 
position of Mayor will foster greater participation in the process of filling vacancies; and 
 Whereas, Borough Council desires that all vacancies on the Northumberland Borough 
Council and the position of Mayor be filled in the manner set forth below; and 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that all the vacancies on the 
Northumberland Borough Council and in the position of Mayor be filled as follows: 

1. At a public meeting, Borough Council shall announce that a vacancy exists 
either on the Borough Council or in the position of Mayor. 

2. At a public meeting, Borough Council shall request that letters of interest to fill 
the vacancy be submitted by citizens and set the date that letters of interest 
must be provided to Borough Council for consideration. 

3. Borough Council shall cause a legal advertisement to be placed in a 
newspaper, with daily circulation within the Borough of Northumberland, that 
states that there is a vacancy, requests letters of interest, the date the letters of 
interest are due and the date Borough Council shall take action to fill the 
vacancy. 



 5

4. At the public meeting that Borough Council set as the date and time to fill the 
vacancy, Borough Council shall conduct a vote in the following manner to fill 
the vacancy. 
(a). Borough Council President shall open the floor for nominations from 
Borough Council members.  Any Borough Council member may nominate any 
individual that has submitted a letter of interest to fill the vacancy.  All 
applicants, that have submitted a letter of interest and are nominated and 
seconded by Borough Council, shall be placed on the voting slate for 
consideration by Borough Council.  Borough Council members may nominate 
multiple individuals for consideration for the vacancy.   
(b). Borough Council President shall close nominations by asking Borough 
Council for any further nominations and receiving no response from Borough 
Council.  Upon the closure of the nominations, Borough Council President 
shall instruct the Borough Secretary to conduct a roll call vote.  Each Borough 
Council member shall state the name of the individual, that has been properly 
nominated, that they desire to have fill the vacancy.  Upon completion of the 
roll call vote, if an individual has received a majority of the votes cast, the 
individual shall be appointed to the vacancy.   
(c). If at the completion of the initial roll call vote no individual has 
received a majority of the votes cast, a second roll call vote shall be held 
considering only the top two vote recipients in the initial roll call vote.  If there 
is a tie among the applicants as to who are the top two vote recipients, another 
roll call vote will be taken that considers the top two vote recipients, including 
all applicants receiving the same number of votes as the top two vote 
recipients.  If after the second roll call vote, an applicant has received a 
majority of the votes cast, the individual shall be appointed to the vacancy. 
(d). If after a second roll call vote, there is no applicant receiving a majority 
of the votes cast and a tie exists between the top two vote recipients, the Mayor 
may cast a tie breaking vote.  If the Mayor elects to cast the tie breaking vote, 
the applicant receiving the tie breaking vote shall be appointed to the vacancy.  
If after the second roll call vote there is no candidate receiving the majority of 
the votes and there is no tie among the top two vote recipients or the Mayor 
elects not to cast a tie breaking vote, no individual shall be appointed to fill the 
vacancy.  If the vacancy cannot be filled by the above procedures, the vacancy 
shall be referred to the Borough’s Vacancy Board. 
  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately 
upon its adoption by Borough Council and approval by the Mayor. 
  

 ATTEST:     ADOPTED this 6th day of April, 2010. 

_____________________   ________________________ 
Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary  Greg Carl, Council President   
 
    Passed this 6th day of April, 2010.    
  
    __________________________ 
    Gretchen Brosius, Mayor 
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3. Resolution E-2010 – Authorize signers for First National Bank accounts  

Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Long, council voted unanimously to 
authorize Gregory Carl, Jonathan Rees, Janice Bowman and Jane Sanders-Ressler to 
be the signers for three accounts with the First National Bank.  One account is the 
Penn Vest account, the other accounts are debit card accounts.  The old debit card 
account will be closed as soon as the new card is obtained for the new account. 

 
4. Land Lease Agreement with Verizon Wireless   

Discussion of the land lease agreement with Verizon Wireless was tabled for 
discussion in the Executive Session. 

 
5. Ordinance 2010-4 - Revises Holiday Parking restrictions 

Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Reed, council unanimously approved 
advertising Ordinance 2010-4 which revises Holiday Parking restrictions to include 
Election days as well as New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Presidents’ 
Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, 
Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving, the day after Thanksgiving, and Christmas.   

 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of bills, including reimbursement to the 
recycling group for grant funding of $1,908 for the scale that the recycling group had 
purchased.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.  Bills to be paid 
from the General Fund total $29,501.54; Liberty Splashland bills total $818.80; 2nd 
Street Community Center bills total $3,305.64; and Liquid Fuels bills total $1,316. 

 
2. Mrs. Groninger stated that a date should be set for the Pineknotter News articles.  It 

was determined that articles are due by Monday, April 12.  
 
3. Mr. Reed had checked with Representative Phillips office regarding cameras to 

monitor the traffic lights and learned that they are not legal in Pennsylvania. 
 
4. Mr. Brian Luden asked when the meter for the ballfield lights will be installed.  Mr. 

Carl stated that some repairs are required for the light box before the meter can be 
installed.  The parts are due soon.  Discussion ensued. 

 
5. Mr. Jim Troup asked who the Northumberland Sewer Authority answers to.  Mr. Tira 

stated that do not answer to the Borough Council.  They are a quasi-municipal body 
that was created by the Borough.  Mr. Troup asked how the council could remove the 
members of the Sewer Authority.  Mr. Gene Brosius stated that the members are 
appointed to five-year terms.     

 
6. A Tax Collection Committee meeting is scheduled for tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Shikellamy High School.  Mrs. Groninger stated that Mr. Roll is unable to attend the 
meeting.  She requested that someone else be appointed to be an alternate for this 
meeting.  Mr. Rees moved and Mr. Long seconded a motion to appoint the Borough 
Secretary.  Roll call to approve was unanimous. 
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7. Mr. Carl stated that to respond to Mr. Troup’s comments, the council would not take 
action tonight regarding the sewer authority.  He said that he thinks that since it is a 
voluntary position, there are not many people willing to be appointed to the authority.  
Mr. Tira said that the authority should explain what they are going to do to guarantee 
that this can’t happen again.  Mr. Long stated that the article in the newspaper said that 
they are requiring monthly bank statements and the auditor to attend a meeting.  

 
8. Mr. Cimino asked if payment for the $676.88 bill for the hardware for the bowl slide 

is being paid for with donations.  Mr. Carl stated that it is and that he purchased 2,250 
bolts and nuts and 4,500 washers saving approximately $3,000.  At Lowe’s, two bolts 
cost $3.54. 

 
Mr. Carl adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss personnel 
and negotiations issues.  He announced that the meeting would be reconvened and action may 
or may not be taken. 
 
Mr. Carl reconvened the meeting at 8:57 p.m.  Topics discussed during the Executive Session 
concerned ongoing negotiations. 
 
Mrs. Groninger made a motion to accept the proposal from Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon 
Wireless to lease a 50’ x 50’ parcel of land at Pineknotter Park for a cell phone tower at 
$1,500 per month with an escalated clause of 3% each year for five 5-year terms.  Discussion 
ensued.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Carl announced that the council would go into an Executive session for personnel issues 
and that since no action would be required the meeting would be adjourned.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:05 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
May 4, 2010 

 
 
President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an  
Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Judith Groninger, Robert Long, Stephen Reed, 
Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough 
Solicitor; Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas 
Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 
 
Twelve visitors were present. 
 
Council Meeting Minutes 
Upon a motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Reed, the council voted to approve the 
minutes of March 16, 2010 with a vote of 4-0 with abstentions from Mr. Long and Mr. Rees. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Rees, the council voted unanimously to 
approve the minutes of April 6, 2010. 
 
Public Comment 
Tamara Runyan asked what can be done about yard sale signs that are posted throughout the 
Borough.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Slodysko stated that the Sunbury Police contacted him 
with a time limit to remove signs he had posted in Sunbury. 
 
Ms. Runyan stated that people have contacted her about her comment about the Hookies’ 
planter that blocks the passageway of pedestrians.  She also had questions about where 
sidewalks are required under the sidewalk ordinance and why some property owners were 
permitted to install sidewalks that do not conform to the ordinance due to large trees.  Mr. 
Wetzel said that the issue would be taken under advisement at a Public Safety meeting.  He 
noted that he was not on council when the sidewalk ordinance was adopted.  Discussion 
ensued.   
 
Mary Haas asked if anything has been done about the noise that she hears at her home that she 
feels is made by the bakery.  Chief Fink stated that several officers have been to her home and 
that when he was there, he did not hear the noise while other officers heard a humming sound.  
Ms. Haas stated that the bearings on the roof of the bakery make noises and the trucks idling 
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make noise.  Chief Fink stated that there have not been complaints from anyone else living in 
the neighborhood.   
 
Adam Klock asked a question about reconstructing his carriage house as historically accurate 
as possible.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Tira advised that since the fire destroyed more than 50% 
of the structure, a variance from the Zoning Board is required.  Mr. Tira noted that the council 
may amend the ordinance pertaining to structures in the Historic District.   
 
Mr. Klock stated that he attended the Northumberland Sewer Authority meeting to ask what 
the process is to appoint representatives to the authority.  Mr. Klock requested that the council 
consider advertising vacancies on the authority when they become open in the future.  Mrs. 
Groninger and Mr. Wetzel agreed that it would be a good idea to advertise vacancies.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to put in a policy that all auxiliary authorities and boards be advertised 
in the Pineknotter News and that the council would be more than grateful to residents who 
apply.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  The motion was amended to read “advertised as 
council deems fit”.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius noted that the monthly police report has been provided to the council. 
 
Mayor Brosius informed the council that the Northumberland Ministerium has begun a prayer 
service at 8:00 a.m. each weekday, Monday – Trinity Methodist; Tuesday – St. John’s 
Lutheran; Wednesday – Christ United Methodist; Thursday – Grace Lutheran; and Friday - 
St. Mark’s Episcopal.   
 
The Ministerium is sponsoring the National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 6, at noon at 
Second and Orange Streets.  
 
History Day is set for 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.  Volunteers are needed to help set 
up on Friday at 4:00 p.m. and early Saturday as well as on Saturday after 4:00 p.m. to help 
tear down. 
 
May 9 through May 15 has been designated as Police Appreciation Week.   
 
The Blood Mobile will be at the Christ United Methodist Church from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. on 
May 13. 
 
Election Day is May 18th.  The council is not having a work session that day. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko reported that Point Township crew will provide backup in the case of an 
emergency this summer since the two Borough employees are on workman’s comp.   
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Ruane provided the following Springtime report from the Code Enforcement Office: 
 
 “We are into the grass/weed season so a lot of time is spent in telling people that they 
 need to clean up their yards.  As the saying goes, ‘90% of our time is spent on 10% of 
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 the people.’  Cluttered-up porches are another major issue as well as accumulated 
 rubbish/trash. 
 
 There are currently at least eight properties in the Borough which are in foreclosure.  
 This becomes a really difficult problem because we usually cannot get anyone to cut 
 the grass or assume responsibility for these places. In some instances the owners just 
 walk away from the home, and it takes years before anything is done with them. 
 
 Another area of concern is with the three vacant and uninhabitable properties in town.  
 The owners have all been notified and directed to repair or raze the buildings, but 
 nothing happens, and we cannot really do much without funds.  There are two on 
 Priestley Avenue and one on Fifth Street.  Do you have any suggestions? 
 
 We are also seeking direction from you in cleaning up a dump on Westway.  The land 
 is owned by the railroad and it contains an accumulation of junk/automobiles.  Is there 
 a way to make the railroad assume responsibility in cleaning it up and then keeping 
 this from occurring again? 
 
 Rental inspections continue to go well.  The landlords who do the least to fix up their 
 properties have been having yearly inspections.  They often wonder why they can’t get 
 better tenants.  There is still a small group of individuals who are in the rental business 
 and do not understand how their uncooperative attitude has a negative impact on the 
 entire community.  They operate a business, make income from it, and expect the 
 taxpayers to pay for the extra work that goes into the regulation of these properties.  
 We have come a long way and have seen a lot of improvement with the enacting of 
 mandatory inspections.  Thank you for having the vision to support this for the 
 betterment of the community. 
 
 We are here to work with you and our citizens.” 
 
Council and the solicitor discussed what can be done about vacant properties and properties 
that have been repossessed by mortgage companies such as putting liens on the properties.   
 
Mr. Tira suggested contacting the railroad about the abandoned vehicles on railroad property. 
 
Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report   
Currently the council does not have a representative attending the Sewer Authority meetings.  
Mr. Carl requested that the council members consider volunteering for the appointment. 
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
Steve Cimino stated that the Fire Department ordinance is being reviewed by the Fire Police.   
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

• Mr. Carl announced that the committee would meet on Monday, May 10 at the 
Borough Building.   

• The meter box has been installed for the lights at the ballfield. 
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Mrs. Groninger returned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
• Liberty Splashland will open on Friday, June 4th. 
 
• The $2,000 donation from Point Township to Liberty Splashland will be used to 

purchase 48 new lounge chairs. 
 
• The Borough Offices have officially moved to the 2nd Street Municipal and 

Community Center. 
 

• Banners are being sold for the Pineknotter Park ballfield.  Mr. Luden provided a 
sample. He said that Adam Klock and Mike Daddario have offered to help sell 
banners.  Mr. Luden discussed the employees for the field.  The two students who had 
applied did not qualify for the PHEAA work-study program.  He requested that the 
council approve hiring Derek Fisher to help at the ballfield as needed.  He will prepare 
the field for games and run the concession stand.  Mr. Rees moved to hire Derek 
Fisher as a casual, temporary employee at the ballfield.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  
If another student would be eligible for the PHEAA work-study program, he could be 
hired in addition to Derek Fisher.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

    Finance 
 Mr. Rees reported that the committee met last month to review the budget. 
 The audit should be completed soon. 
 
    Personnel  
 Mrs. Groninger announced that discussion would occur in Executive Session. 
 
    Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel reported that the Crime Watch committee held a meeting last evening at 
the 2nd Street Community Center.  Nine people were in attendance.  The meeting on 
June 7 will include an hour-long seminar program offered by the state attorney 
general’s office.  The meeting will be held at the Townside at the Savoy on Front 
Street at 7:00 p.m.  Other possible topics for discussion were considered at the last 
meeting.  After the June meeting, the other meetings will be held at the 2nd Street 
Community Center. 
 

    Rules 
Mr. Long reported that the committee is working on an ordinance that addresses 
outdoor furnaces.  The May 19th meeting will be rescheduled since Mr. Long has 
surgery scheduled for that day. 
 

 Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, council voted unanimously to 
 approve Ordinance 2010-3.  The ordinance follows: 

 
PINEKNOTTER PARK BASEBALL FIELD 

 
Section 1. Permit required; fee. 
 Any group wishing to reserve the use of a baseball field in Pineknotter Park (“Baseball Field”) 
shall first obtain a permit for reserved use.  A group shall complete an application for a permit for 
reserved use of a Baseball Field and return the application to the Borough Secretary.  The application 
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shall be accompanied by payment of an application fee of twenty dollars ($20), which fee shall be paid 
to the Borough Secretary simultaneously with submission of the application for the permit for reserved 
use of Baseball Field. 
Section 2. Issuance of a permit. 
 Upon receipt of a completed application for a permit for use of a Baseball Field and the 
application fee required by Section 1 above, the Manager as defined in Section 4 shall issue a permit 
for use of a Baseball Field within six (6) days.  The permit shall be valid, unless revoked by the 
Borough, through December 31 of the year issued. 
Section 3. Reserved Use. 
 Each group that obtains a permit may request reserved use of a baseball field.  Reserved use 
shall entitle the group to exclusive use of a Baseball Field during the designated reserved time.   
Section 4. Manager. 
 Borough Council may appoint a manager of the Baseball Fields (the “Manager”).  The 
Manager shall have authority over the use of the Baseball Fields.  The Manager shall be in charge of 
designating reserved use time for groups.  The Manager shall have the authority to prohibit or revoke a 
group’s use of the Baseball Fields. 
Section 5. Schedule for Reserved Use. 
 Each group desiring reserved use of a baseball field shall submit a request to the Manager.  
The request shall designate the dates, time, field and intended use.  The Manager shall set the schedule 
for the reserved use of the Baseball Field in a manner equitable to all groups that have submitted 
requests between January 1st and March 31st of each year.  All requests received after March 31st shall 
be handled based upon remaining availability on a first come, first served basis. 
Section 6. Non-reserved Use. 
 Any group or individual may utilize the Baseball Fields on a first come, first served basis 
during times the Baseball Fields have not been reserved for use by a group with a valid permit.  A 
permit is not required for use of the Baseball Fields during non-reserved times.  The Borough and/or 
the Manager may require a group or individual to vacate a Baseball Field that has been reserved for 
another group.  Any individual that refuses to vacate a Baseball Field, after being directed to by a 
Borough representative or the Manager, shall be considered a trespasser and subject to the penalties 
for trespassing. 
Section 7. Rules and Regulations. 
 All use of the Baseball Fields must be done in accordance with all Federal, State and local 
laws, ordinances, resolutions, regulations and any rules issued by the Manager.  Failure to comply 
with any of the above shall subject an individual and/or group to removal from the Baseball Fields 
and/or the revocation of their permit.  A group is responsible for all individuals it allows to utilize a 
Baseball Field during their designated reserved use time. 
Section 8. Use of Lights 
 All individuals and groups desiring to utilize the lights located on the Baseball Fields must 
obtain tokens from the Borough.  The lights will be controlled by a token operated machine.  The 
Borough may change, by resolution, from time to time, the rate to be charged for a token. 
Section 9. Disputes. 
 All disputes concerning the use of the Baseball Fields shall first be brought to the Manager for 
resolution.  If the matter is not resolved by the Manager, the dispute shall be submitted in writing to 
Borough Council.  Borough Council will not consider any matters not submitted in this manner. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Long, council voted unanimously to 
approve Ordinance 2010-4 as follows: 

  
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTHUMBERLAND, NORTHUMBERLAND 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA AMENDING CHAPTER 58 “VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC”, BY 

AMENDING SUBSECTION 58-15 B AND ADDING SUBSECTION 58-31 C. 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of Northumberland, Northumberland County, 
Pennsylvania (the “Borough Council”) desires to amend the Borough’s regulations on parking on legal 
Holidays; and 
 WHEREAS, Borough Council desires to establish and clarify that the regulations and 
prohibitions contained in Sections 58-5 and 58-30 shall not apply on legal Holidays, as defined herein; 
and 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Borough 
Council as follows: 
Section 1. 
 The Code of Ordinances of the Borough of Northumberland, Chapter 58, Vehicle and Traffic, 
Section 58-15 B, Definitions and Interpretation, shall be amended to read as follows: 
58-15 B.  
 The term “legal Holidays” shall mean and include: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day, President’s Day, Good Friday, Primary Election Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor 
Day, Columbus Day, General Election Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, Day after 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas Day.  No other dates shall be considered a “legal Holiday”. 
Section 2. 
 The Code of Ordinance of the Borough of Northumberland, Chapter 58, Vehicle and Traffic, 
Section 58-31 C, Enforcement on Legal Holidays, shall read as follows: 
58-31 C. 
 The prohibitions on parking contained in Section 58-5 and Sections 58-30 A through C shall 
apply or be in effect on legal Holidays, as defined in Section 58-15 B.  All other restrictions contained 
in Chapter 58 shall remain in effect on legal Holidays. 
Section 3. 
 This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by the Borough Council.   
  
    Streets 

Mr. Reed reported that the Street Committee met tonight and the bids for the street 
paving have been received from the COG and are approximately $20,000 less than the 
estimate.  Mr. Reed read the list of streets scheduled for paving.  The committee is 
recommending that some additional paving be completed on Prince Street at an 
estimated cost of approximately $12,000.  Upon motion by Mr. Reed, seconded by 
Mrs. Groninger, the council voted unanimously to award the paving bid to Meckley’s 
Limestone including additional paving on Prince Street from Church Avenue to 
Second Street at a total price of approximately $140,762.   [Note:  The original low 
bid was for $128,762.60 and the additional paving work is estimated to be 
approximately $12,000.]  

       
Old Business 

1. Northumberland Riverview Cemetery Board Request 
The Riverview Cemetery Board had requested a right-of-way on the unopened 7th 
Street above Prince Street.  At the last meeting, the council had tabled the request until 
the Feasters could be contacted for their input.  Mr. Feaster was contacted and he is in 
agreement with the cemetery board’s request.   
Mr. Tira advised that the agreement should include a maintenance agreement.  Mr. 
Gene Brosius requested that the council act upon the request at this meeting because 
the cemetery board has received grant money to pave a portion of the right-of-way and 
they would like to begin the work. 
Mr. Wetzel made a motion to move forward with approval of the board’s request with 
the condition that a maintenance agreement be provided.  Mr. Long seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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New Business 
1. Upon motion by Mr. Rees, seconded by Mr. Long, the council unanimously approved 

the payment of the bills, including the insurance bill for 2nd Street.  Since the building 
is occupied, the insurance can be obtained through EMC and a credit has been issued 
by U.S. Underwriters Insurance Company.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund 
total $27,827.12;  2nd Street bills total $665.51; and Liberty Splashland bills total 
$713.32 plus the bill for the 48 lounge chairs for approximately $1,866.   

 
2. Mr. Rees moved and Mr. Carl seconded a motion to pay $225 each for $100,000 

bonds for the Borough Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer.  The motion includes 
obtaining quotes for bonds in the amounts of $200,000 and $300,000.  Roll call vote – 
All ayes. 

 
3. Mr. Carl moved and Mr. Long seconded a motion to accept a letter of resignation from 

Bryan Wolfe.  Roll call vote was 5-1 with Mrs. Groninger casting the dissenting vote. 
 
4. Mr. Wetzel moved and Mr. Long seconded a motion to advertise the vacant council 

seat with applications due by May 25th.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 
 

5. The United Way 2010 Day of Action is slated for June 21, 2010.  Mr. Carl asked if 
anyone has any projects to propose.  The application is due by May 7th. 

 
6. A request for a handicapped parking space at 595 Queen Street was received from 

Annabelle Litchard.  Mr. Rees stated that the council had decided to review the policy. 
The request was tabled until a policy can be determined.  

 
Mr. Carl announced that an Executive Session to discuss personnel issues would be held at 
the conclusion of the meeting and no action will be taken following the Executive Session. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
June 1, 2010 

 
President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
The public introduced themselves.  Eleven visitors were present. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Robert Long, Stephen Reed, Frank Wetzel and 
Greg Carl.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code 
Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  Jonathan Rees was absent because he was chaperoning a school trip. 
 
Council Appointment 
Mr. Carl announced that the council accepted Bryan Wolfe’s resignation at the last council 
meeting.  Three residents submitted applications for the vacant council seat.  They are Jim Buch, 
James Orner, and T.J. Fasold.  Mrs. Groninger thanked the applicants for being willing to serve 
the community and noted that their expertise would be welcomed on the board, recognizing that 
Mr. Buch would be helpful with the 2nd Street building project and Mr. Orner would be helpful 
with financial issues.  Mr. Buch offered to help with the 2nd Street project without being 
appointed to the council stating that since Mr. Orner has financial expertise he may better serve 
as a council member.  Mrs. Groninger thanked Mr. Buch for his most generous offer.  Upon 
motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Long, council voted unanimously to appoint James 
Orner to borough council. 
 
Mayor Brosius administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Orner and he assumed a seat at the table.  
 
Minutes 
Mr. Wetzel moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded the approval of the minutes of May 4, 2010.  
All council members voted to approve with the exception of Mr. Orner who abstained. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Carl requested that everyone listens to whoever is speaking. 
 
Mr. Luden stated that council has their backs to half the room.  He suggested that the room be 
arranged differently.   
 
Mrs. Bogovich asked if the minutes are posted on the web site.  She was informed that they will 
be posted this week. 
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Mr. Libby announced that on July 17th an air show will be held at the Penn Valley Airport.  
Admission is free. 
 
Mr. Libby requested permission to raise funds for safety equipment for the police such as 
cameras for the cars and traffic control devices.  He would like to have a designated fund with 
checks made out to the Borough or Friends of the Norry P.D.  Possible fund raisers include a golf 
tournament, trap shoot and a pig roast.  Mr. Carl moved and Mr. Long seconded a motion to 
approve the fund-raising for traffic control devices for the police department with the funds 
being placed in a designated bank account.  Council approved unanimously. 
 
Mrs. Bogovich asked about the next brush pick-up.  Brush cleanup is set for June 7 – 9. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Joshua Moyer, a senior at Penn State, is working as an intern in the police department this 
summer.   
 
Chief Fink has attended a conference on Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC).  He also 
attended an international conference on how police departments can operate on less. 
 
The Borough and Point Township police will sponsor the Soap Box Race in the Borough on July 
3rd and the National Night Out in the Township on August 3. 
 
The police would like to purchase twelve new parking meters from Duncan to replace those that 
are not working.  There is money in the Parking Meter account to pay for the meters.  Upon 
motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the council voted unanimously to approve 
the purchase. 
 
Mayor Brosius sent thank-you notes to the SUN Vo-Tech School for building cabinets for the 
Savidge Community Room at the 2nd Street Building and to Kay Glass, a former resident of 
Northumberland who now lives in Florida, for fulfilling her pledge of $1,000 for the renovations 
at the 2nd Street Building. 
 
Pineknotter Days will be held from July 4 through July 9.  The craft day is July 5th.  Volunteers 
are always needed. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that two complaints have been received about the high grass at the 
vacant property at 346 Water Street.  This property is in foreclosure.  Mr. Tira advised that the 
Borough enforce the ordinance by notifying the property owner and posting the notice on the 
property.  If the property owner does not comply, fine the property owner, have the grass cut, 
and put a lien on the property.  Mr. Ruane stated that there are several other properties in the 
Borough that are vacant due to foreclosures.  Although the residents have moved out, they are 
still listed as the owners on record at the courthouse. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Slodysko informed the council that the first brush drop-off was conducted last Thursday and 
thirty people brought brush.  The Recycling Center will be opened for brush drop-off from 3:00 
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to 6:00 p.m. on the last Thursday of the month through August.  The annual brush pick-up will 
be held next Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, following the no parking ordinance.   
The water company did another quick repair on Prince Street.  It may be another few weeks until 
the permanent paving is done. 
 
Mr. Luden discussed work that is being done by the PHEAA students at the Pineknotter Park 
ballfield.   
 
Mr. Buch asked why the Borough is using Borough workers to cut grass instead of subbing the 
work out.  Mr. Slodysko did obtain a price from one contractor that was much more than he 
expected. 
 
Mr. Slodysko told the council that the Borough’s municipal representative from PennDOT would 
be coming tomorrow to prepare the bid specifications for the curbing on Sixth Street.  He 
requested that the council approve advertising the project with the bid proposals due on June 29 
and opened that evening.  Mr. Reed so moved.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Council 
approval was unanimous. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 
 The committee will meet on June 14 at 7:00 p.m.  This new time will be advertised. 
 
    Finance 
 The audit report has been completed and should be available to council this month.  
 Patricia Young will attend the June 29 council meeting to answer any questions.  The 
 next committee meeting is scheduled for July 27 at 7:00 p.m. to review the 2nd quarter 
 of 2010. 
 
    Personnel 

Mrs. Groninger stated that the council will be discussing personnel issues and grievances 
in the Executive Session at the end of the meeting. 
 

    Public Safety  
Mr. Wetzel stated that the committee would meet on June 15th.  The Crime Watch 
Committee will meet June 7 at 7:00 p.m. at the Townside at the Savoy.  A program about 
crimes against the elderly, run through the Auditor General’s office, will begin at 7:30. 

 
Chief Fink stated that there is a concern with vandalism at Pineknotter Park and at the 
Sea Scout Dock.  Signs have been posted, but they have been removed.  The police have 
patrolled the area.  Council discussed ways to limit access to the area. 
 
Mr. Long moved to install a chain and reflective signs to close off the ballfield from dusk 
or the end of the last game to dawn.  Mr. Wetzel seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was 
unanimous to approve the motion. 
 
Mr. Wetzel noted that the area of Hanover Street near Fourth Street is dark due to the 
street light being above the trees.  He requested that the street department trim the trees.   
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    Rules 
 Mr. Long said that the Rules Committee will meet on June 16 at the advertised time. 
 Signs and outdoor furnaces are topics for discussion.  Mr. Carl requested that the 
 committee review the ordinances about sidewalks being cleared of branches growing 
 over them and ground covering encroaching on them. 
 
    Streets - No report. 
 
    Emergency Services 

 Mr. Troup asked if the Fire Department ordinance has been reviewed.   
 Mr. Long moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded a motion to advertise the Fire Department 
 ordinance.  Discussion ensued.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 Fire Chief Report 
 Mr. Troup reported that in the past month, the department responded to three structure 
 fires, two in the Borough and one in the township.  There were no accidents or injuries.    

 
Old Business 

1. Mr. Luden thanked the Borough Council for their support for the Pineknotter Park 
ballfield, adding that everything is running smoothly. 

 
2. Mr. Tira has prepared the maintenance agreement for the right-of-way requested by 

the Riverview Cemetery Board.  It has been signed by the Cemetery Board and will 
be presented for approval at the June 29th meeting. 

 
New Business 

1. Mr. Long moved to approve the payment of the bills.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  
Discussion ensued.  The vote was unanimous to approve the payments.  Bills to be paid 
from the General Fund total $28,552.45; Norry Playground Fund bills total $73.58; and 
Liberty Splashland bills total $4,870.88. 

 
2. Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Long, council voted unanimously to 

approve the transfer of $12,166 of the Recreation Tax to the Liberty Splashland account. 
 
3. The Planning Commission will meet on June 24 at 7:00 p.m. to review the Verizon cell 

tower plans.   
 

Mr. Carl announced at 8:25 p.m. that the council would adjourn for an Executive Session to 
discuss personnel issues.  The council meeting may or may not be reconvened for action.   
[Note:  Meeting was not reconvened.] 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
June 29, 2010 

 
President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Judith Groninger, James Orner, Stephen Reed, 
Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Solicitor; 
Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Timothy Fink, 
Chief of Police; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Councilman Robert Long was absent. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the minutes of June 1, 2010.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Orner, Mr. Reed, Mr. Wetzel and Mr. Carl voted aye; Mr. 
Rees abstained. 
 
Bid Opening  
Mr. Carl opened the bids that were received for the installation of curbing and handicapped 
sidewalks.  The bids were as follows:  McBryan Contracting - $16,266; Lytle’s Concrete 
Construction - $24,865; G & R Charles Excavating LTD - $27,968.49; HRI, Inc. - $59,132. 
Discussion ensued.  Upon motion by Mr. Rees, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the council voted 
unanimously to award the bid to McBryan Contracting for $16,266. 
 
Public Comment 
The ten visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Mr. Steve Cimino asked a question about whether sidewalks are included in the bid for curbing 
and handicapped ramps.  Mr. Slodysko responded that the bid is for curbing and the handicapped 
ramps at the crosswalks, not for sidewalks in the block.  
 
Mr. Doug Walter commented on the noise in the Borough created by motorcycles and trucks.  He 
has contacted the EPA and several senators.  Mr. Walter learned that in order for the police to 
arrest someone for creating loud noises, the state laws require that the decibel level be measured.  
He suggested that the Borough could purchase the device jointly with Point Township.  Chief 
Fink stated that the $1,200 machine is a hand-held unit.  Costs are also incurred in having the 
device calibrated.  While new vehicles must meet the acceptable decibel levels, vehicle owners 
can modify the vehicles to create louder noise.  Mr. Walter stated that he was told the fine for 
exceeding the acceptable decibel level would be $100.  It was explained that the Borough does 
not receive the entire amount of the fine, but a percentage of the fine.  The example given was 
that the Borough receives one half of the fine for a speeding ticket and no portion of the 
additional fees that are assessed.  There is no money in the current budget to purchase the device.  
The Finance Committee will consider the purchase of the device for the 2011 budget. 
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Mrs. Fran Bogovich requested that the ordinances and committee lists be included on the 
borough website.  She was informed that the Borough Code Book is online which includes the 
codified ordinances.  The ordinances and committee lists will be posted.  Mrs. Bogovich asked 
that the high weed ordinance be enforced on the hill.  Mr. Ruane stated that he will check on the 
properties and send letters if warranted. Discussion ensued.  Mr. Tira advised that letters must be 
sent to property owners before citations may be issued. 
 
Mr. Matt Farrell asked if the Borough is considering an ordinance on burning.  He was told that 
the Borough had banned burning several years ago. 
 
Mr. Farrell also recommended that the council approve the request that would be forthcoming on 
the Riverstock Triathalon. 
 
Mr. Adam Klock asked how it has happened that the budget has gone over-budget for three years 
for internet website development and consulting fees.  Mr. Rees stated that the budget was not 
necessarily over-budget.  Other services are also budgeted under contracted services.  Mrs. 
Groninger stated that the council was aware that a new website was being created, a website that 
was going to bring in money.  Mr. Jim Troup questioned why the part-time office employee 
discovered the problem when the full-time office employee did not.  Mr. Carl stated that he did 
not wish to comment on the subject at this time.  Ms. Diane Petryk asked if it is Borough policy 
to sign checks made out to oneself.  The Borough Secretary replied that the auditor has stated 
that this practice is not unusual.  Ms. Petryk asked the auditor’s name and was told that the 
current auditor is Pat Young.  Mr. Tira noted that comments may not be made that may relate to 
pending criminal charges.   
 
Mr. Troup asked if there would be someone available soon to report at the council meetings on 
the Sewer Authority.  Mr. Carl stated that Jim Orner will be the Borough’s representative to the 
Sewer Authority.  Discussion ensued. 
 
2010 Riverstock Triathlon - Mark Cox  
Mr. Cox reported that sixty-eight people participated in 2009 triathlon event.  Mr. Cox 
recognized the Northumberland Police Department and the Northumberland Fire Police for their 
assistance at the triathlon.  He also presented a framed picture and commemorative medal to the 
Borough Council.  This year, the committee anticipates 300 participants.  The 3-day event is 
scheduled for August 27 to 29 with a concert at the Shikellamy Lookout on August 27, an Expo 
at the marina on August 28, and the USAT-sanctioned triathlon on August 29.  The run part of 
the triathlon is routed, in part, through the streets of  Northumberland.  Mr. Cox requested a letter 
of approval from the Borough for the committee to present to PennDOT.  The Riverstock 
Triathlon committee will provide a certificate of insurance to the Borough.   
 
Mr. Wetzel moved and Mr. Carl seconded the motion to provide a letter to approve and concur 
with the plans for the Riverstock Triathlon on August 29, 2010.  Roll call vote was unanimously 
approved. 
 
Executive Session 
Mr. Carl adjourned the meeting for an Executive Session at 7:52 p.m. to discuss personnel and 
negotiation issues.  The meeting was reconvened at 9:05 p.m.  No action was required. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
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Mayor Brosius stated that help is needed for setting up for Pineknotters’ Days and to man the 
Bingo stand.  She thanked all the people who make this celebration possible. 
 
The soapbox race is in its eleventh year this year.  With that in mind, Mayor Brosius recognized 
Tim Fink.  She stated that Tim is not only an excellent police officer, but he volunteers hours of 
his time for events in the Borough.  She presented him with the following Mayoral Certificate of 
Excellence: 

“Awarded to Timothy A. Fink 
 IN recognition of his volunteer spirit that has been demonstrated by his involvement 
with numerous community organizations.  He re-established the soap box race in 1999, he 
initiated and is instrumental in keeping History Day and the Corn Fest alive. And  
 IN recognition for his accomplishments as a Northumberland Police Officer since 
1995:  He has distinguished himself as the instructor for both the D.A.R.E. Program and in 
Firearms Qualification for the Borough.  As Chief since 2004, he has adopted the following 
police programs:  The Neighborhood Crime Watch, “a child is missing” program that he was 
the first in the area to initiate. He has organized the ICAC (Internet Crimes against 
Children) program for the entire Northumberland County.” 
  
Chief Fink was congratulated on his accomplishments. 
 
Mrs. Groninger noted that there had been a break-in at Pineknotter Park.  She asked if the police 
are patrolling that area.  Chief Fink replied that the officers on duty patrol the park and had 
patrolled the park the evening of the break-in.  Mr. Reed suggested that a camera be posted at the 
concession stand.  Other options were discussed.   
 
Mayor Brosius read a letter that was sent from Nottingham Village to Darvin Straub 
commending and complimenting the people who work at the Recycling Center on Saturday 
mornings.  Mayor Brosius added her thanks to the volunteers. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked Terry Miller for donating flowers that were planted at the King Street 
Park Gazebo and Girl Scout House; Ann Roll for donating, planting and watering flowers in the 
downtown; and Gene Brosius for maintaining the landscaping at the railroad underpass. 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Mr. Tom Slodysko stated that the college students and casual employee are working well this 
summer in the absence of the regular employees.  The crew will be installing the storm drain on 
Sixth Street.  
 
Signs for Pineknotter Park were discussed.  A sign is being made that states, “closed to motor 
vehicles” to be placed on the chain across the road to the ball field.  The chain is to be opened for 
the ball games.  Chief Fink stated that the Sea Scout Dock is still a concern with teens swimming 
and riding bikes off the dock.  If the Borough takes steps to prevent people from using the dock, 
the liability is reduced.  It was suggested that the supervisor obtain cost estimates to remove the 
dock and check with DEP for requirements.  Mr. Tira noted that by removing the SeaScout 
Dock, the dangerous condition would be removed. 
 
Mr. Slodysko requested permission to use the Borough pick-up truck to pick up a chicken roaster 
for the Corn Festival.  No objections were stated.  
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Mr. Slodysko noted that funds were budgeted for street signs.  This year more money was spent 
for street signs, such as stop signs and parking signs so less money is available to purchase the 
street name signs.   
 
The street department has sprayed the curbing for weeds.  The downtown sidewalk area will be 
weeded tomorrow. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report  
No report 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report  
Mr. Orner reported on the meeting that was held Monday.  The flow meter was installed on the 
island in Upper Augusta Township.  The old meter had not been working since September.  The 
authority has submitted the back state payroll taxes.  As part of the state amnesty program, the 
penalties were eliminated and the amount of interest was reduced by half.  Bill Roll has 
completed his work and is turning the information over to Steve Slaton to negotiate with the IRS.  
To ensure checks and balances, the Authority is reviewing the bank statements monthly.  
 
Emergency Services Board Report 
The Emergency Services Board had submitted an ordinance to be acted upon by council.  Upon 
motion by Mr. Carl, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the council voted unanimously to approve 
Ordinance 2010-5, Fire Department Ordinance. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report – no report 
 
New Committee Assignments 
Mr. Carl stated that the council has been informed of the new committee assignments. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development 

Mr. Carl stated that the committee met on June 15.  The 2nd Street building was 
discussed.  The police space will be ready shortly.  A decision regarding the move will be 
made at a later date. 
 
Mr. Carl reported that attendance at Liberty Splashland has increased this summer by 700 
people over last year at this time.   
 
Mr. Reed reported on the Farmer’s Market.  Two vendors are in the park each Friday 
afternoon and Saturday morning.  Several others have made inquiries.  Interested parties 
should contact Mr. Reed. 

 
    Finance 

Mr. Rees stated that the meeting has been rescheduled for July 13 at 7:00 p.m.  The new 
date and time will be advertised. 

 
    Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger stated that two letters for employment were received from two people.  
Letters informing them that the Borough is not hiring at this time will be sent. 
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    Public Safety 
Mr. Wetzel stated that the Crime Watch committee would not meet in July.  The next 
meeting will be on August 2nd.  The committee is reviewing the sidewalk ordinance.  
Handicapped parking spaces were discussed.  The committee will meet on July 20th at 
6:00 p.m. 
 

    Rules 
The committee is reviewing an ordinance on outdoor furnaces.  The committee is also 
considering a policy for handicapped parking spaces. 

  
    Streets.   

Mr. Reed stated that the committee is considering painting parking stalls on certain 
streets to be more efficient.  Mr. Tira advised that an ordinance may be required to 
enforce this.  The committee will also review the condition of the streets.  The committee 
will not meet in July due to Pineknotters’ Days. 

 
Mr. Carl presented pictures depicting where the swim team would like to erect a block storage 
area inside the pool area, next to the bathhouse.  Mr. Carl added that the swim team would build 
the building, and if they disband, it would become the property of Liberty Splashland.  Mr. Tira 
advised that a written lease agreement should be approved.  Mr. Carl added construction would 
not begin until after the pool closes this season.  Mr. Tira will draw up the lease agreement. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked National Beef for providing volunteers for the United Way’s Days of 
Action on June 21st.  The volunteers painted the janitor closets in the 2nd Street Community 
Center. 

 
Old Business 

1. Upon a motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the council unanimously 
approved the Riverview Cemetery Right-of-Way Maintenance Agreement. 

 
Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Carl, the council voted unanimously to extend 
the council meeting by fifteen minutes. 
 

2. Mr. Carl moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion to adopt Resolution F-2010.  
This resolution regarding the refinancing of the mortgage for the Northumberland 
Housing Corporation was unanimously approved and is as follows.  

 
“RESOLUTION F-2010 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTHUMBERLAND, 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Northumberland (“Borough”) has an Agreement with the 
Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation (“NBHC”) dated June 18, 2002, which provides that NBHC 
shall make annual payments as provided in said Agreement, the first payment of which shall be made 
within ninety (90) days after the date of the completion of NBHC’s annual audit of the year following the 
year that the construction loan mortgage taken by the NBHC in connection with the Steele School project 
has been paid in full (page 4 of said Agreement); and 
 WHEREAS, the maturity date for the original Steele School construction loan financing is August 
1, 2023; and 
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 WHEREAS, First Columbia Bank and Trust Company has offered to refinance the existing loan at 
an interest rate of 4.2% which is substantially less than the interest rate which NBHC is paying under its 
existing loan to finance construction of the Steele School; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of the Northumberland Borough Housing Corporation to 
make payments on the refinanced loan of $10,300 per month, and if NBHC is financially able to make the 
said payments, the loan would be paid on or about August of 2022, one year earlier than the present 
projected maturity date; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the purpose of the NBHC Board to pay less interest as a result of its refinancing 
and pay off its Steele School construction loan sooner, and the natural result if the NBHC is able to make 
payments as stated above would be that the Borough of Northumberland would begin to receive 
payments under its Agreement with NBHC one year sooner; and 
 
 WHEREAS, First Columbia Bank and Trust Company is requiring the Borough’s written 
Agreement that, “it will defer payment requirements of any obligation until the debt herein contemplated is 
paid in full.” 
 
 IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Northumberland to continue to 
agree that it will defer payments from NBHC as provided by the Agreement of June 18, 2002 until ninety 
(90) days after the date of the completion of NBHC’s annual audit of the year following the year that the 
refinanced mortgage loan taken by NBHC with First Columbia Bank and Trust Company has been paid in 
full; and 
 
 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED to authorize the Borough Council President and the officers of the 
Council of the Borough of Northumberland to execute any and all documents necessary to implement or 
communicate this Resolution. 
 
 ATTEST:     ADOPTED this 29th day of June, 2010. 
 Janice Bowman,    Greg Carl, Council President 
 Borough Secretary 
       Passed this 29th day of June, 2010. 
        Gretchen Brosius, Mayor” 
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved and Mr. Rees seconded the motion to approve payment of the 
bills.  Discussion ensued.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Bills to be paid from 
the General Fund total $18,462.21; Parks and Recreation bills total $1,353; and Liberty 
Splashland bills total $18,393.82. 

 
2. The SU Give event (Susquehanna University:  Get Into Volunteer Experiences) is 

scheduled for August 28.  A response is requested by July 2nd with locations and 
activities planned for the volunteers. 

   
3. Mr. Tira stated that since no bids had been received for the Borough Building, it could be 

listed by a realtor for sale.  Council requested that realtors be contacted for information 
about listing the former Borough Building for sale.  They asked that a proposed market 
value and a commission rate be obtained.  An appraisal had been conducted last year. 

 
Mr. Carl adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

July 20, 2010 

 

President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 

 

Roll Call 

Council members present were Greg Carl, Robert Long, James Orner, and Stephen Reed.  Others 

present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 

Timothy Fink, Chief of Police; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Councilmen Jonathan 

Rees and Frank Wetzel were absent. 

 

Approval of minutes of June 29, 2010 

Upon motion by Mr. Reed, seconded by Mr. Orner, the council approved the June 29, 2010 

minutes with a vote of 3-0-1 with Mr. Long abstaining since he was not present at the meeting. 

 

Council member Judith Groninger arrived at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Fourteen visitors introduced themselves.   

 

Public Comment 

Ms. Fran Bogovich presented a list of streets on the hill that do not have street signs.  She 

suggested that council members take a walking tour through the Borough to see what needs to be 

done throughout the town.   

 

Ms. Runyan asked if the council has reviewed the sidewalks in the Borough.  Mr. Carl stated that 

the various committees will be meeting to discuss the ordinance that addresses sidewalks.  The 

Streets, Rules, and Public Safety Committees will review the ordinance.  Ms. Runyan requested 

that the intersection at Fifth and Wheatley be addressed first.  Mr. Carl said that if an ordinance 

is required, it would be done after all the issues are reviewed.    

 

Ms. Diane Petryk asked who is responsible for the fire station where people have to walk in the 

road.  She was informed that it is the Northumberland Hook and Ladder Fire Company.  Mr. 

Cimino, a member of this company, asked if the issue would be discussed at a Public Safety 

meeting, noting that he would not like to see people walk in front of the fire company.  He added 

that people should walk on the sidewalks on the other side of the street for safety reasons. 

 

Carl Libby reported that over 10,000 people attended the air show at the Penn Valley Airport.  

He thanked the council for their support of the airport. 

 

Misty Aleta asked about parking vehicles on the yellow line near an alley.  She said that while 

the police ticket vehicles that are in violation of the “no parking” signs, vehicles that are parked 

along the yellow line on the opposite side of the street are not ticketed.  Chief Fink said that if 

she sees a violation, she should contact the police department.  He will also tell the officers to 

check the vehicles parked at intersections when they are patrolling.   

 



 2 

Auditor’s Report  
Patricia Young, a certified public accountant, provided the Borough with the audited financial 

statements for 2009.  She informed the council that she also filed the annual report to the state 

Department of Community and Economic Development.  Ms. Young provided a letter with 

suggestions for reviews on improving controls.  Those include providing bank statements for 

review, dollar limits for any one transaction, and additional documentation for internet 

purchases.  She noted that a number of these controls have already been implemented.  She 

responded to questions about procedures for controls for people handling money at special 

events, recommending that several people count the money and check to see that the amount 

deposited is the same.  When asked how long she has audited the Borough’s accounts, she 

responded for five or six years.  When asked if she noted any questionable transactions, Ms. 

Young explained that she does not immediately assume misappropriations of funds when she 

notes questionable transactions.  Other possible reasons could be incomplete or missing 

documentation.  When questioned about transactions for the website, she explained that she saw 

that the Borough’s website had undergone considerable change and that the amount spent was 

not unusual for a website similar to the Borough’s.  Ms. Young explained that she looks to see 

that the financial numbers adequately reflect the transactions that have occurred.  She does not 

review every transaction, but reviews samples.  When asked if someone should sign a check 

made out to himself, she stated that she does not normally recommend that it should not be 

permitted, adding that there are a number of other ways to ensure controls, one being that two 

signatures are required on each check.  Another is by reviewing the bank statements.  When 

asked what financial information is available, Ms. Young responded that the Borough uses Quick 

Books and that the Borough Secretary could print out any information that is requested.  Mr. Tira 

added that while the information is available to the public, account numbers would be redacted 

for security purposes.  Ms. Young stated that by having adequate controls in place, the chance of 

misappropriation of funds is reduced.  It was also noted that invoices are available at the council 

meetings for the council’s review should any questions arise.  Mrs. Groninger thanked Ms. 

Young for her recommendations.  Ms. Young noted that she speaks to the Borough Secretary 

throughout the year and has a very good working relationship with all the office staff personnel. 

  

Mr. Carl moved to accept the audit.  Mr. Long seconded the motion. Discussion ensued.  The 

Penn Vest loan amount will be revised to the actual amount, which is less than that noted in the 

audit.  Roll call vote was unanimous to accept the audit. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

Chief Fink requested that another part-time officer be hired.  He was told that he had previously 

been given permission to hire two additional part-time officers at his discretion.  Only one person 

had been hired thus far. 

 

Fire Police – Tom Croft has agreed to serve as a member of the Fire Police.  Mr. Tira reviewed 

the ordinance which stipulates that the Fire Police Captain is to see that a background check of 

the new member is done after which the council appoints him to the position. 

 

Mayor Brosius thanked the Pineknotter Committee and all the volunteers who helped in any way 

to make this year’s event possible.  She thanked Bob Long and Jim Orner for manning the 

BINGO stand during Pineknotters’ Days.  Over $500 was raised for the 2
nd

 Street Community 

Center.  She also thanked Bob Long for setting up the tent at the playground to provide shade. 
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Mayor Brosius thanked the Anselmo Trust for providing funds for another successful Kids 

Krafty Korner.  Twenty-seven children were registered for the weekly sessions with an average 

of twenty present each of the six weeks. 

 

The volunteers who helped at the Soapbox Race were thanked.  Mayor Brosius noted that the 

Northumberland and Point Township Police Departments were among those who volunteered at 

the event. 

 

National Night Out will be held in Point Township on August 3
rd

.  The Northumberland Police 

will be on hand to help with the event which is sponsored annually by the Point Township Police 

Department. 

 

Street Supervisor’s Report 

Mr. Slodysko is on vacation.  In his absence, Mr. Paul Ruane reported that the curbing work is 

completed on Sixth Street. 

 

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

Mr. Ruane informed the council that the mortgage company has cut the grass at 346 Water 

Street.  Notices have been sent to other property owners.  Mrs. Bogovich asked if the property 

owners on the hill have been notified to cut the grass.  Mr. Ruane responded that he has told the 

property owner about cutting the grass.  He added that he will check the property.   

 

Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 

Mr. Orner reported that the authority will meet at 4:30 p.m. on Monday at the Sewer Authority.   

 

Emergency Services Board Report 

No report.  The next meeting is set for August 2
nd

 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Fire Chief’s Report - No report 

 

Committee Reports 

    Community Development 

Mr. Carl stated that the committee met last week.   

 

It was noted that the signs that were posted at the Sea Scout dock were removed within 

24 hours after they were posted.  Mr. Tira stated that since the Borough has taken 

reasonable steps to prevent any problems at the Sea Scout dock area, the Borough’s 

liability is reduced.  He also stated that this council is acting in a responsible manner.   

 

The committee recommended that the police department be moved to the 2
nd

 Street 

building once their temporary offices are ready.  Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by 

Mr. Carl, the council approved that the police move to the new offices by August 30
th

. 

 

Realtors have come through the Borough Building at 221 2
nd

 Street and will provide 

information to council by the August meeting for listing it for sale. 

 

Plans have been obtained for a dual heating system for the Savidge Room in the 2
nd

 Street 

Community Center.  Mr. Long moved to finalize the specifications and advertise for bids 
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with a due date of 4:00 p.m. on September 7, 2010, to be opened at the council meeting 

that evening.  Discussion ensued.  A bid bond of 10% is required with the bid and a 

performance bond is required by the successful bidder.  The council reserves the right to 

reject all bids.  Council approved the motion unanimously.   

 

Mayor Brosius requested that the council consider changing the scope of work for the 

Pennsylvania Conservation Corps to include renovation to the Savidge Room at the 2
nd

 

Street Community Center.  The council agreed with the request.   

 

Liberty Splashland  

Mr. Carl received a request from the swim team for permission to erect a permanent shed 

at the pool.  The swim team will pay for the supplies and erect the structure.  Mr. Tira has 

drawn up a lease agreement that is rent-free to the swim team.  Copies will be provided to 

the council for approval at the next meeting.   

 

Mr. Carl announced that he has learned from Kim Best that the Northumberland County 

Commissioners are planning to grant $40,000 to the Susquehanna Valley Visitor’s 

Bureau for tourism which will be given to Liberty Splashland for installation of the bowl 

slide.  Mr. Carl noted that the pool has been having an outstanding season. 

 

Mrs. Groninger left the meeting at 8:38 p.m. 

 

Mr. Carl has spoken with three engineers about the design for the construction of the 

bowl slide.  Coukart & Associate’s estimate was $11,888 for design of the foundation, 

modification of the columns, design of the receiving pool, design of the stair tower and 

platform, and the topographic plan of the slide area.  Mr. Carl added that Mr. Coukart 

told him that if the actual cost for the plans is less, the Borough’s cost will be less.  Mr. 

Carl moved and Mr. Long seconded the motion to accept Coukart & Associate’s proposal 

of $11,888 for engineering services for the design work.  The motion was approved with 

a vote of 4-0.    

 

    Finance 

Mr. Carl stated that the finance committee met last week to review the budget to date.  

The next meeting will be on September 15 at 6:30.  At that time the committee will begin 

the expense budget for 2011. 

 

Mrs. Groninger returned at 8:43 p.m. 

 

 

    Personnel  

Mr. Tira stated there are personnel issues to discuss in Executive Session at the end of the 

meeting. 

 

    Public Safety 

 A Crime Watch Committee meeting will be held on August 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

     

    Rules 

 Mr. Long stated that the committee would meet tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m. 
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 Outdoor burners, sidewalks, and other topics will be on the agenda.   

 

    Streets 

Mr. Reed reported that the committee is in the process of conducting a long-term study of 

the streets and painting lines for designated parking spaces.  The committee will meet at 

6:00 p.m. on August 3
rd

. 

 

Old Business  

1. Friends of Norry P.D. are selling tickets for the 1st Annual Trap Shoot & Pig Roast 

Fundraiser. The fundraiser is scheduled for Sunday, October 17th, 2010, at the 

Northumberland Gun Club.  The proceeds will be used to purchase safety equipment for 

the Northumberland Police Department. 

       

New Business 

1. The list of bills to be paid was presented.  A bill from Valero for gasoline was added.  

Payment to Mayor Brosius for $300 for supplies for Kids Krafty Korners was also added 

to the bill list.  The Anselmo Trust has provided the $300 funding for the program to the 

Borough.  Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of the bills. Mr. Carl seconded the 

motion.  Discussion ensued.  Council voted unanimously to approve payments.  Bills to 

be paid from the General Fund total $39,221.82 plus the Valero bill; Parking Meter 

account bills total $546.57; Parks and Recreation account bills total $233.92; and Liberty 

Splashland bills total $14,231.46.   

 

The meeting was adjourned for an Executive Session to discuss personnel at 8:51 p.m.  No action 

is anticipated. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

Janice R. Bowman 

Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

August 3, 2010 

 

President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 

 

Roll Call 

Council members present were Gregory Carl, Judith Groninger, James Orner, Stephen Reed, 

Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Randall Sees, standing in 

for Ryan Tira, Borough Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Tom Slodysko, Street 

Supervisor; Clifford Kriner, Police Sergeant; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary. 

 

Verizon Wireless Tower 

Mr. Rich Williams, attorney for Verizon Wireless, requested approval from the council for the 

plans for the wireless tower to be erected at Pineknotter Park.  Mr. Stauffer explained the 

proposal of a 150-foot monopole on a 50 x 50 foot parcel of ground adjacent to the railroad, a 

11.5’ x 30’ equipment shelter on an elevated platform, and a 4’ x 10’ elevated platform for a 

propane tank for an emergency generator.  The compound will be surrounded by a fence.  An 

access road will be constructed to the site.  The unmanned facility will be visited bi-monthly by a 

service technician for routine maintenance.  The tower will have a non-reflective galvanized steel 

finish.  A gate will be installed with landscaping at the sides to prevent anyone from going into 

the area.  Several handouts were provided to the council.  They include the Interference Analysis 

for Proposed Telecommunication Facility, the Radio Frequency Design of Proposed 

Communication Facility, the Site Inventory, PA Bureau of Aviation Screening, the 

Electromagnetic Emissions Analysis, and the Federal Communications Commission wireless 

Telecommunications Bureau’s Radio Station Authorization for Cellco Partnership. These 

documents will be included in the Borough’s minute book and are on file at the Borough Office.  

It was explained that this facility will provide stronger coverage for Northumberland residents 

and for people traveling along the Borough streets and state highways.  Positioning the tower in 

the valley insures service to the valley and does not interfere with the other towers in the area.  

The facility will not be lighted.  Council questioned why the facility is called “North Sunbury”.  

It was explained that the name was determined before the actual site was chosen and that it is 

complicated to change the name.  When asked if any other wireless carriers would be using the 

tower, Mr. Jim Rodgers responded that if this should occur, Verizon would lease tower space to 

the company and the Borough would negotiate a lease for ground space with the company. 

 

Mr. Carl moved to accept the plans for the Verizon Tower at the Pineknotter Park location with 

the stipulation that the company erect a gate on the access road with trees or shrubbery planted 

on both the sides of the gate, as recommended by the Borough’s Planning Commission.  Mrs. 

Groninger seconded the motion.  The roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Public Comment 

The members of the public introduced themselves.  

 

Tamara Runyan stated that she was handing out copies of a petition that will be filed tomorrow 

at the Borough Office.  She stated that this way it cannot be put under the carpet and nothing 

done about it.  She said it concerns the property at “409 King and Fifth Streets” where sidewalk 
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needs to be put in up to the edge of the property.  She would like this property to be looked at 

and something done about it.  She noted that she will be presenting more petitions in the future.  

Mr. Carl replied that she is welcomed to do so and that the committees would be reviewing the 

sidewalks in town.  Ms. Runyan stated that she wants to have something done and the one that 

she wants done most of all is the one on Fifth Street up to Wallace Avenue.  She added that this 

might get it started.  Mr. Carl said that the last process took seven years to complete so it is not 

something that, once started, can be done in a few months.  She was also told that the Rules 

Committee had discussed sidewalks at the last committee meeting.  [Note:  The petition 

presented is for the property at 409 Water Street.] 

 

Adam Klock asked who was present as solicitor.  Randy Sees, an attorney with McNerny, Page, 

Vanderlin & Hall, is present in Ryan Tira’s absence. 

 

Ms. Runyan asked what the committees have done about the sidewalks.  Mr. Sees stated that the 

committees have met, but nothing has been determined and that it takes time to revise ordinances 

if the committees decide to do so.   

 

James Troup asked if the Borough received the $40,000 from the county for the bowl slide and if 

the Council voted to hire an engineer for the plans.  Mr. Carl replied that Coukart & Associates 

was hired as the engineer.  The money has not been received from the county, but Mr. Carl stated 

that there is enough money in the pool account for the engineering fees.  Mayor Brosius added 

that there was never a check presented at the meeting as reported in the Daily Item.   

 

Ms. Runyan asked if action would be taken on her petition.  Mr. Carl replied that the petition 

would be given to the committees.  It was noted that the Rules Committee has reviewed the 

ordinance and suggested that the concerns should be reviewed by the Public Safety Committee 

because they think that the ordinance is in place.  The issues are those that the Public Safety 

Committee should look at to see if there are safety issues with the exemptions that had been 

granted before.  Mr. Reed asked if there is a list of those exempted.  Mr. Wetzel replied that there 

are letters to those who were granted exemptions. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Gretchen Brosius reported that tonight is the National Night Out.  The Borough Police are 

joining Point Township’s Police at the event in Point Township.  Mayor Brosius added that this 

is a time to think of our police officers and the service they provide our community in protecting 

and defending it.   

 

The transmission in the 2006 police car needs to be replaced.  Three estimates were obtained 

from local garages to repair or replace it.  Mrs. Groninger moved and Mr. Wetzel seconded the 

motion to have the transmission replaced by Kulp’s Transmission for $2,520, installed.  This 

transmission has a 3-year, 100,000 mile warranty.  The bill is to be paid with proceeds from the 

Parking Meter fund.  Roll call vote – All ayes. 

 

Mayor Brosius announced that the police department has received a $5,500 grant from the 

Degenstein Foundation for the purchase of hand-held radios.  Sgt. Kriner stated that he was not 

aware of an application for the grant.  It was suggested that it could be for the Fire Police.  [Note:  

The check was received in error and the funds were returned.  The grant was awarded to the 

Point Township Police Department.] 
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Mrs. Groninger noted that last month 73 calls were made to assist other agencies.  Sgt. Kriner 

explained that the calls are only for officer safety issues and that other agencies assist Borough 

police if needed.   

 

Mrs. Groninger requested that next month’s report be the same type as the report provided in 

June.  

 

A background check is being completed for Tom Cropf who will be a member of the Fire Police 

once approved. 

 

Lemonade Day is this Saturday and the Corn Festival is scheduled for August 14
th

.  Help is 

always needed. 

 

The Susquehanna Student volunteers are coming on August 28
th

 to help organize the storage area 

for the supplies and equipment used at special events.  Painting is also planned for the hallway; 

volunteers should contact the Mayor. 

 

Street Supervisor’s Report 

Mr. Tom Slodysko stated that he the brake linings on the bucket truck were repaired and he 

would like to sell the truck and to purchase a new, used bucket truck.   

 

Repairs to the backhoe are estimated to cost $2,700.  It also will need new tires.  Mr. Slodysko is 

researching whether to repair or replace this piece of equipment. 

 

The storm water work will be completed within the next week.  Meckley’s will be contacted to 

schedule paving. 

 

Mr. Slodysko noted that he had an exceptional group of three college students working for the 

department this summer.  They will be leaving around August 20
th

.   

 

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

Mr. Ruane reported on the activity of the code office for the past month.   

 

Contractor permits may still be requested for commercial work, road work, and new residences.  

 

Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 

Mr. Orner reported that the Sewer Authority met on July 26
th

.  All board members, the engineer 

and Ann August were present.   

 

The authority is considering whether to drill a well at the Queen Street pump station or run a line 

from the current well at the sewer plant.  A new meter was installed on the line coming from 

Upper Augusta Township.   

 

Mr. Carl read a letter from Cammey Beaver tendering her resignation from the board:   

 

“Dear Borough Council Members, 

 

I’m writing to inform you that I have chosen not to seek reappointment to the Northumberland 

Sewer Authority Board when my term expires on December 31, 2010.   
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In addition to my full-time job and involvement in other activities and organizations, I have 

taken on a part time job and have been trying to give 100% to all entities.  As you can imagine, 

this is a difficult task and ultimately something or someone will always suffer.  I have prioritized 

my commitments and have decided that other things need to take precedence.  In addition, 

developments at the sewer authority this year have weighed heavily on me, and presented 

additional stress that was not needed.   

 

I can say without a doubt the sewer authority board has always tried to do what is right for the 

Borough and what is fair for the residents of the borough while trying to keep rates at a 

minimum.  I hope that my knowledge as a Pennsylvania certified wastewater operator and my 

employment as a wastewater facility lab technician has in some way been an asset to both the 

Northumberland Sewer Authority and Northumberland Borough.  Thank you for the opportunity 

to serve.   

 

Sincerely, Cammey Beaver.” 

 

Emergency Services Board Report 

Mr. Steve Cimino presented the Financial Statement and the bill for the Financial Statement 

from Northumberland Hook and Ladder Co., Inc.    

 

Mr. Cimino noted that he has received copies of the current budget and asked why the money for 

the ordinance and the advertising for the ordinance were taken from the Fire Department budget.  

The Borough Secretary stated that she was told to charge the Fire Department budget for the 

costs since the Fire Department had requested that the ordinance be changed. 

 

Mr. Wetzel moved and Mr. Orner seconded a motion to replace the $672.74 to the Fire 

Department budget.  The motion carried 5-1 with Mrs. Groninger voting no. 

 

Mr. Cimino requested that the council appoint someone to serve as the council’s liaison to the 

Emergency Service Board.  Mr. Carl moved to appoint Mr. Wetzel as the council’s liaison to the 

Board.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimous to approve. 

 

Fire Chief’s Report 

Chief James Troup reported on the activity of the Fire Department for July.  He said that the 

water company has requested that water not be used from the hydrants except for emergency use.  

Mr. Slodysko stated that he has been told that the one hydrant may be used to operate the street 

sweeper.   

 

Fire Police 

Mayor Brosius noted that the Fire Police have submitted their hours for the months of May, June, 

and July.  These volunteers totaled 116.75 man hours for the three months. 

 

Committee Reports 

    Community Development 

The committee approved advertising for the heating system for the Savidge Room at the 

2
nd

 Street Community Center.  The bids will be advertised twice and opened at the 

September 7
th

 council meeting. 
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SUN Home has offered the use of their emergency generator for the traffic lights during 

power outages.  Mr. Slodysko and Mr. Carl will install the necessary switches. 

 

Pineknotter Park has been burglarized several times this summer.  Sgt. Kriner suggested 

that the area between the ballfield and lower road be opened up, with the trees and brush 

cleaned out to eliminate hiding places.  Bryan Luden added that he would like to draw up 

a proposal for cleaning out the area and making it available for public use.  He stated that 

people use the dock for fishing.  It was suggested that help to clean out the bank could be 

obtained from the Coal Township State Prison or the Northumberland County Prison.  

Council discussed posting signs designating when the park is opened to try to eliminate 

vandalism.   

 

Council member Robert Long arrived at 8:25 p.m. 

 

Mr. Carl read the letter from the Degenstein Foundation approving the funding of $2,500 

toward the purchase of the bowl slide. 

 

Blinds for windows of the police offices at the 2
nd

 Street building were discussed.  The 

cost for a double-cell blind for the six windows is $99.00 each for a total cost of $594.00.  

Other options were discussed and it was determined that the Public Safety committee 

would discuss the options at their meeting next week. 

 

Mr. Carl announced that the pool had a record attendance this season. 

 

    Public Safety 

The Crime Watch Committee met last evening.  Another presentation by the 

representative from the state Attorney General’s office is planned for this fall.  The date 

has not yet been confirmed. 

 

The Public Safety Committee will meet at 6:00 p.m. on August 17
th

. 

 

Ms. Diane Petryk, a Daily Item reporter, clarified that $2,500 was received from the Degenstein 

Foundation for the bowl slide and asked what happened to the $41,000 from the Visitor’s Bureau 

for the bowl slide.  Mr. Carl stated that the correction in the newspaper by the editor reported that 

the Visitor’s Bureau said that it was not part of their mission.  Ms. Petryk asked why Mr. Carl 

had announced that he got $41,000.  He said that this was the information he had at the time, but 

that he never said that a check was received as had been reported in the news article.     

  

    Rules 

Mr. Long stated that the committee discussed an ordinance for outdoor furnaces.  It was 

determined that the next step is for the solicitor to review the ordinance. 

 

The committee discussed the sidewalk ordinance.  The committee determined that there 

are two issues:  enforcement and exceptions from the original ordinance.  The committee 

feels that the Public Safety Committee should review these exceptions to determine the 

balance between public safety and the cost of installation.   The committee also discussed 

keeping walkways clear of vegetation and tree branches and possibly adding language to 

the ordinance. 
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Yard sale and special events signs were discussed.  Currently, there are no regulations.  

The committee reviewed another municipality’s ordinance an are recommending that an 

ordinance be considered that states:  “Any individual, group, or corporation conducting a 

yard sale or special event within the Borough or outside the Borough limits or any 

individual, group or Corporation posting advertisements within the Borough limits for a 

yard sale or special event to be held inside or outside the Borough limits shall remove 

from within the Borough right-of-way all signs, flyers, posters, and bulletins no later than 

the date after the yard sale or special event.  Should the yard sale or special event for any 

reason not be held all signs, flyers, posters, and bulletins advertising the yard sale or 

special event must be removed no later than the scheduled last day for the yard sale or 

special event.” 

 

Zoning regulations for outbuildings were considered.  The committee decided to keep a 

list of potential issues regarding zoning laws for further review.  Since amending this 

ordinance is more involved, the committee felt it would be best to maintain the list of 

possible changes and when several are warranted, begin the process of making changes. 

 

 Handicapped parking spaces are being reviewed by the Code Office.  Sgt. Kriner stated 

 that the fine should be included on the sign.  The committee discussed a policy for 

 approving handicapped spaces and is recommending that one handicapped space is 

 permitted per church and that other requests be considered on an as-needed basis.  A 

 handicapped sign has been requested to be placed at the parking meter in front of the new 

 doctors’ office at Front Street and Wheatley Avenue.  Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, 

 seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

The committee also recommended that one handicapped parking space be permitted for 

any church that requested one.  The First Baptist Church had requested a  handicapped 

sign several months ago and was denied.  Mr. Long moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded 

the motion to approve a handicapped sign for the First Baptist Church.  Council approval 

was unanimous. 

 

    Streets 

 Mr. Reed reported that the committee discussed the following topics: 

 

Signs were purchased for alleys between Duke and Queen Streets.  Stop signs and other 

street signs were purchased because of fading.  The posts are also purchased under sign 

budget. 

 

Mr. Reed would like to ride through town to identify the congested areas.  There is a 

question on the size of a parking space.  One concern is that the size of the spaces may 

actually reduce parking spaces. 

 

Mr. Reed would also like to prioritize the streets to be paved by riding through town.   

 

The curbing has been installed and the base repair was completed today.  The contractor 

will fix the ADA ramp at 7
th

 and Queen Streets which has too great a slope. 

 

The paving will begin in the middle of August.  
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The committee discussed changing the monthly meeting time, to be announced.   

 

 Mr. Wetzel stated that someone contacted him about putting a stop sign on 7
th

 Street at 

 Orange Street.  No action was taken.   

   

Old Business 

Mrs. Groninger was approached about the Sea Scout dock and was told that people of all ages 

use the dock for fishing.  One person has talked to the kids that are at the dock and has spent 

some time with them.  A trash barrel has been placed near the dock and this person has requested 

that the kids help to keep the area clean.   

 

Mrs. Groninger also noted that someone had wanted to put a plaque at the dock in memory of 

Skeet McCreary.   

 

New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of bills.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  

Discussion ensued.  Mr. Slodysko noted that the bill to be paid for the scaffolding should 

not be paid since the scaffolding was returned.  The bill from Lewis Barlett Klees, PC for 

the Hookies’ Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements was for $1,924.03.  Mr. 

Rees stated that the amount to be paid by the borough should be the amount budgeted 

which was $1,100.  Council voted unanimously to pay the bills with the changes as 

discussed.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $46,171.34; bills to be paid from 

the 2
nd

 Street Community Center account total $1,419.32; Liberty Splashland bills total 

$4,357.25; and Park and Recreation Fund bills total $50. 

 

2. Mr. Rees moved and Mr. Long seconded a motion to approve donations be paid to the  

Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library of $1,500, the Riverview Cemetery of $500 and the 

Penn Valley Airport Authority of $600.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

3. Mr. Rees moved and Mrs. Groninger seconded a motion that the utility bills that are due 

by September 10, 2010 be paid.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 

 

4. Mr. Klock asked if the amount charged for the lights at Pineknotter Park has covered the 

electric bills.  The information was available at the meeting. 

 

5. Mayor Brosius told the council that she had recently visited Princeton, N.J.  and that 

when she walked through the town she noticed that sidewalks are cut out around the 

trees.  She added that it is a common practice in order to save the trees. 

 

Executive Session 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss personnel and real 

estate issues.   

 

The meeting was reconvened at 9:40 p.m. 

 

Mr. Carl moved to accept Villager Realty’s proposal to market the Borough building at 221 2
nd

 

Street, at a commission rate of 5% with an asking price of $158,000.  Mr. Long seconded the 

motion.  The council voted unanimously to approve the motion. 
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Mr. Carl adjourned the meeting at 9:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

 

 

Janice R. Bowman 
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Borough of Northumberland  

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

September 7, 2010 

 

President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and 

Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 

 

Roll Call 

Council members present were Gregory Carl, Judith Groninger, James Orner, and Stephen 

Reed.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code 

Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Timothy Fink, Police Chief; and 

Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council members Robert Long, Jonathan Rees and 

Frank Wetzel were absent. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Upon motion by Mr. Orner, seconded by Mr. Reed, the meeting minutes of July 20, 2010, 

were approved unanimously.   

 

Mr. Groninger moved to approve the minutes of August 3, 2010.  Mr. Carl seconded the 

motion.  Mayor Brosius noted that when Tamara Runyan presented her petition about the 

sidewalks, she stated that the address was 409 King and Fifth Street.  She then changed the 

address to 409 Wallace Street.  The correct address of the property she was referring to is 

Fifth Street and Sheetz Avenue.  Mr. Tira corrected the name of the law firm, McNerny, Page, 

Vanderlin & Hall, with which he and Randy Sees are associated.  A comment attributed to 

Mr. Tira should have been attributed to Mr. Sees.  The motion and second were amended to 

include the changes.  The minutes were approved unanimously as amended.  

 

Bid Opening 

Mr. Carl conducted the bid opening for the Multi-Purpose Room Heating/Cooling System.  

Two bids were received.  Spencer Mechanical, Inc.’s bid was $12,900; McCreary’s HVAC, 

Inc.’s bid was $19,598.  Both bid documents include bonds.  Upon motion by Mr. Reed, 

seconded by Mr. Orner, council voted unanimously to award the bid to Spencer Mechanical, 

Inc. 

 

Technological Services – Geise Associates, LTD.  

Mr. Bill Geise thanked the council members for serving the community, adding that he had 

been a council member eighteen years ago.  He presented a proposal to provide 

comprehensive technology management services to the Borough.  He noted that his company 

does not sell hardware or software, so they remain objective in their recommendations.  He 

explained that the company does not enter into contracts, but requests a “gentleman’s 

agreement” that his company will be used as the sole provider of professional computer 

services.  Rates for advanced services are $90.00 per hour.  Other services, classified as 
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traditional services, are $65.00 per hour.  Mrs. Groninger moved to authorize Geise 

Associates, Ltd. as the Borough’s computer experts on an as-needed basis.  Mr. Reed 

seconded the motion.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Brosius noted that the council has the monthly police report in their packets.  The 

move to the 2
nd

 Street building for the police department is complete.  Chief Fink noted his 

concern about the parking at the new location.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she does not think 

the vehicles should be parked three vehicles wide.  She also feels that a fence is needed to 

protect the children who are at the playground.  A parking lot could be installed at the end of 

the building, but the tree will need to be removed and a time capsule is buried there.  Mr. 

Reed suggested discussing the topic at the Community Development Committee Meeting.    

Mrs. Groninger suggested that additional directional signs be posted at the building so visitors 

can find the new police department offices. 

 

Mayor Brosius thanked the Susquehanna University students for their volunteer work at the 

2
nd

 Street Building.  She also thanked the volunteers who worked two Saturdays to paint the 

hallway at the Park Avenue end of the building.  They are Carol Updegrove, Amos Zook, 

Gene Brosius and Eric Brosius. 

 

Mayor Brosius noted the success of the Pennsylvania Conservation Corps this past year.  One 

member is currently working in the construction field and another will be furthering his 

education.  Mayor Brosius thanked Jerry Moser, the crew leader, for this guidance to this 

group. 

 

Upcoming events in the King Street Park include the 9-11 Remembrance at 7:00 p.m. on 

September 11
th

 and a Hymn Sing scheduled for September 19 at 6:30 p.m.   

 

Music in the Park was postponed twice this summer due to inclement weather. 

 

The Pineknotter Fudge Run is scheduled for October 2
nd

.  The race begins and ends at King 

Street Park.  Mrs. Groninger moved and Mr. Carl seconded the motion to sanction the 

Pineknotter Fudge Run on October 2
nd

 contingent upon the submission of the proper 

paperwork.  Motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Street Supervisor’s Report – no report 

 

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 

Mr. Paul Ruane reported on the activity of the Code Office for the months of July and August, 

2010.   

 

Mr. Ruane responded to a petition that was presented to the council regarding his sidewalks.  

He read the following from the Borough Code, “Where there are no paved sidewalks, or the 

sidewalks already laid so differ from the established grade and the other adjacent pavements 

as to render them dangerous to life and limb or inconvenient for public travel, a verified 

petition may be filed with the Borough Council by five (5) or more residents of the borough 

stating these facts and stating that the petitioners labor under great inconvenience” by walking 

on his sidewalks.  He informed the council that three people who signed the petition have 

submitted letters that they did not realize what they were signing and wanted their names 
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removed from the petition.  Mr. Ruane presented pictures of his sidewalk noting that the only 

requirement not met is that they are not five feet wide where they go around a tree.  Mr. 

Ruane stated that the people who signed the petition did not walk on his sidewalks.  He had 

thirteen pictures of other similar sidewalks.   He said that he feels that his sidewalk was 

singled out because of a decision he had made as code officer.  Ms. Runyan responded that it 

was not the case.  She also said that the people who asked that their names be taken off the 

petition were concerned about retaliation.  Mrs. Groninger stated that she knows that the 

letters that were received from these residents were not solicited.   Mayor Brosius asked why, 

when the petition was presented, Ms. Runyan spoke as though the petition was about the 

sidewalks at the Fire Company.  She also asked who had written the petition.  Ms. Runyan 

replied that she could not disclose who had written the petition.   

    

Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 

Mr. Jim Orner reported on the August 23
rd

 meeting of the authority.  An Executive Session 

was conducted during the meeting.  The profit-loss report and balance sheet were presented at 

the meeting.  The engineer from Brinjac provided an estimate of $2 million for the sewer 

upgrade which must be completed by 2012.  A survey will be conducted of commercial 

properties in the Borough.  A position on the Board will be vacated at the end of December.  

Adam Klock suggested the names of three people who would serve on the Board.  Mr. Reed 

asked if the authority discussed an increase in rates for next year.  Mr. Orner replied that the 

topic was not discussed. 

 

Emergency Services Board Report 

Mr. Steve Cimino stated that the board will meet next Monday and they will be electing a 

Deputy Fire Chief.  He noted that representatives from both companies were asked to submit 

a name to the Board at the meeting. 

 

Fire Chief’s Report 

Fire Chief Jim Troup reported on the activity of the Fire Department for the past month.   

 

Mrs. Groninger asked how the firemen train since the water company has limited the use of 

hydrants to fires only.  Mr. Troup explained that the department trains with water from the 

river and conducts training that does not require water use. 

 

Mr. Troup also stated that he is offended by the complaint that the Hookies does not have 

sidewalks.  He added that the volunteer group is safety conscious and does not wish to see 

anyone hurt when a truck is leaving the station for an emergency. 

 

Painting red hash marks in the street in front of the fire houses was discussed. 

 

Committee Reports 

    Community Development 

Mr. Carl stated that the committee members plan to meet tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. at 

Pineknotter Park to visit the various properties in the Borough in order to develop a 

budget for the Finance meeting.  The official committee meeting will be on Monday at 

7:00 p.m. at the 2
nd

 Street building. 

 

The police have moved to their new offices. 
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The attendance for 2010 at Liberty Splashland was 11,527, a 40% increase over 

2009’s attendance. 

 

Mr. Reed reported that the Farmer’s Market was held throughout the summer.  Two 

weeks ago the two vendors opted out.  Mr. Reed said that new ideas are being sought 

for next year with the hope that additional vendors will participate. 

 

    Finance 

The Finance Committee will meet next Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at the 221 2
nd

 Street 

building. 

 

    Personnel  

Mrs. Groninger said that the committee plans to set up a meeting with the Police 

Chief. 

 

    Public Safety – no report 

 

    Rules 

Since Mr. Long was not present, Mr. Carl read the proposed Council Meeting Code of 

Conduct.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Orner explained that if comments were presented 

ahead of time, the council may prepare and have a response available.  Mrs. Groninger 

felt that some people may feel restricted by having to write down their comments or 

questions in advance.  Mr. Carl noted that some things that are brought to council 

could be addressed by the police, code office, or street supervisor and resolved before 

the meeting.  The proposal was sent back to the committee for review. 

 

    Streets 

Mr. Reed reported that he met with Bill Seigel, from SEDA-COG, about block grant 

funds to pave streets in the Borough.  The work could include curbing, storm sewer 

replacement and paving.  The committee will meet Tuesday, September 14, at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Old Business 

1. Mr. Carl tabled the lease for the Sunbury-Northumberland Swim Team shed for 

additional review. 

 

2. Mrs. Groninger asked if the Borough has accepted SUN Home’s offer of a generator.  

Mr. Slodysko responded that he has; however the electrical work has not been 

completed. 

 

3. Thank you notes are being sent to various organizations for donations. 

 

4. Handicapped signs will be installed at the doctor’s office on Front Street and the 

Baptist Church.  Mayor Brosius thanked Mr. Slodysko for replacing the faded sign on 

Priestley Avenue at King Street. 

 

New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of bills, including a bill for Keystone 

Communications for $35.30.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  
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Motion passed unanimously.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $85,482.90; 

Liquid Fuel bills total $111,475.33; Parking Meter bills total $1,825.44; Liberty 

Splashland bills total $21,757.55; Park and Recreation Fund bills total $169.95; and 

Norry Playground Fund bills total $1,686.00.  Roll call vote to pay the bills was 

unanimous. 

 

2. Upon motion by Mr. Carl, seconded by Mr. Orner, council voted unanimously to 

transfer proceeds from Lemonade Day ($712.18) from the General Fund to the Parks 

& Recreation Account to be earmarked for Lemonade Day. 

 

3. Upon motion by Mr. Carl, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, council voted unanimously to 

approve contributions of $1,000 to the Northumberland/Point Township Revitalization 

Committee and $1,000 to the Shade Tree Fund, as budgeted for 2010. 

 

4. The 2011 Minimum Municipal Obligations (MMO) for the uniform and non-uniform 

pension plans were presented to the Borough Council.  No action was required. 

 

Public Comment 

Matt Ferrand, WKOK news, asked about the status on the check from Northumberland 

County for the bowl slide for the pool.  Mr. Carl responded that the details have not been 

worked out. 

 

Ms. Robin Kieffer, a resident at 154 Duke Street, stated that her house has been hit four times 

by vehicles parking at the Star Garden.  She asked what her options are as a resident to 

prevent vehicles from hitting her property.  Ms. Kieffer explained that one problem is that the 

restaurant now has tables and people are eating there which reduces the available parking.  

The restaurant was given a license for take-out only.  When the restaurant first opened, there 

was a “take-out only” sign posted outside the restaurant; that has been removed.  Mrs. 

Groninger stated that the police should be called whenever her property is hit.  Mr. Tira 

recommended that she call the code office when she sees people eating in the restaurant or to 

take pictures if the code officer is not available.  Ms. Kieffer asked if council has considered 

making Park Avenue one way in this block since it is difficult for two cars to pass.  Mr. Carl 

said that the Streets Committee could review the possibility. 

 

Mr. Jim Troup asked if there is a rule that stipulates how many meetings council members 

may miss.  Mr. Tira replied that there is a way to have someone impeached for failing to carry 

out their duties.  This is a long process.  He added that Northumberland’s Code could have 

some rule that was adopted years ago.  He is not aware of it, but would research it if council 

wished.  Mr. Carl stated that the rules committee will look into the question. 

 

Mrs. Groninger noted that two volunteer Fire Police were directing traffic at the intersection 

at Water and Duke Streets for thirteen hours due to an accident on Route 11 between the 

bridge and Shamokin Dam.  Mrs. Groninger was told that the police called for PennDOT to 

come to close the road.  According to the 911 center, it was assumed that since Snyder County 

had called for PennDOT, they would have also closed the road in Northumberland.  However, 

that was not the case.  The Fire Police set up barricades to prohibit vehicles from driving 

south on Route 11; however 27 vehicles drove around the barricade and created traffic 

problems.  Mr. Carl suggested that the Public Safety Committee research the issue.  
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Mr. Carl Libby reminded the council that a trap shoot and pig roast are scheduled for October 

17
th

.      

 

Mr. Chris Skelley asked if the crew would be picking up brush.  Mr. Slodysko stated that 

there would not be another brush pick-up this year.  They will pick up leaves later in the fall 

and Christmas trees in January. 

 

Mr. Skelley asked if the council has considered other methods of street lighting such as solar-

powered street lights.  He presented a handout with information about the lights.  Mr. Troup 

noted advantages for having PPL service the street lights.  Mr. Skelley suggested the 

possibility of replacing lights in one neighborhood to make a comparison.  Mrs. Bogovich 

suggested that solar-powered street lights could be installed in the Branchview Development 

which has no street lights.  Mr. Carl requested that the street committee review the options. 

 

Executive Session 

Mr. Carl adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss personnel 

and contract issues.  He added that the council meeting may or may not be reconvened for 

council action.   

 

Meeting Reconvened 

Following the Executive Session, the council meeting was reconvened at 9:25 p.m.  Mr. Carl 

announced that personnel and contract issues were discussed.   

 

Mr. Carl moved to accept the police contract with the contingency that the charge of unfair 

labor practice be dropped immediately.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  Mrs. Groninger 

stated that the council has gone back to the police a couple of times on various issues, and 

asked them to agree.  Then there would be one more stipulation in order for them to agree.  

She stated that the council has agreed to everything asked of them.  The police were asked to 

withdraw the unfair labor practice as part of the negotiations, and have refused.  This is the 

reason for her vote.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Orner, Mr. Reed, and Mr. Carl votes yes; Mrs. 

Groninger voted no.  Motion passed 3-1. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Janice R. Bowman 

Borough Secretary  
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Borough of Northumberland  

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

October 5, 2010 

 

Chairman Pro Tem Stephen Reed called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 

 

Roll Call 

Council members present were Judith Groninger, Robert Long, James Orner, Stephen Reed, 

Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough 

Solicitor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; 

Timothy Fink, Police Chief; and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council member Greg 

Carl was absent. 

 

The thirteen visitors present introduced themselves. 
 

Public Comment 

 History Day – Noelle Long 

Noelle Long, a member of the History Day Committee, announced that the History Day 

Committee has decided to cease their operations after eight years of holding the event.  The 

group began with about nineteen members and at the past meeting only four committee 

members were still involved.  The History Day began as a way to help preserve the history of 

the Borough.   

 

At their final meeting, the group had a bank balance of $8,449.73.    The committee chose to 

distribute the funds as follows:  $2,200 to the Priestley Chapel Associates to be used in the 

preservation and maintenance of their historical site; $2,200 to the Friends of Joseph Priestley 

House to be used for history programs and history camp; $500 to the Northumberland County 

Historical Society to be used in their administration fund; $1,000 to the Borough of 

Northumberland to be used for history display cases; and $500 to the Pennsylvania Canal 

Society to be used for the construction of their canal boat which will be located in 

Watsontown.  The balance of $2,049.53 has been given to the Northumberland/Point 

Township Revitalization Committee to keep in reserve until November 1, 2011.  If another 

group of volunteers is willing to step forward and continue the History Day tradition, the 

money donated to the Revitalization Committee is to be used as “seed money” for the new 

group.  If no one volunteers to resurrect the event, the Revitalization Committee may utilize 

the funds for maintenance of the pond in the King Street Park or for other Revitalization 

Committee projects.  Any supplies that have been purchased by the History Day Committee 

are donated to the Borough to be used for other special events and activities. 

 

The council thanked Noelle for the committee’s hard work. 
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 Friends of Norry P.D. – Carl Libby 

Carl Libby informed the council that a number of sponsors and door prizes have been 

obtained for the 1
st
 Annual Trap Shoot and Pig Roast which is set for October 17 at the Norry 

Gun Club.   

 

 Mr. Steve Lenig, a resident of 635 Front Street, told council that he had attended the 

Zoning Hearing Board meeting in September and was advised to bring this issue to the 

council.  He feels that the volume of music at the events at the Priestley-Savidge House is a 

problem.  He noted that the Borough Code stipulates that the music must end at 10:00 p.m. 

and the property owners are very considerate at cutting it off at 10:00 p.m.  However, he finds 

the loud base noise to be a nuisance.  He asked if the council has another ordinance that  

addresses the acceptable levels of noise.  Mr. Reed informed him that the police department 

does not have a device to measure decibel levels.  Chief Fink responded that the ordinance 

does not stipulate a decibel level.  Another gentleman said that he has a meter on his cell 

phone that read the noise at 90 decibels while standing across the street.  Mr. Wetzel stated 

that he had attended the Zoning Board meeting and that the owner of the Priestley-Savidge 

House said that he had not be contacted about the problem and would work with the 

neighbors to resolve it.  Mr. Lenig stated that he feels the owners have done a wonderful job 

with the property and he is not opposed to the plans that they have for the other property that 

they purchased.  Mr. Lenig read a letter from Justin and Jennifer Bartholomew who reside on 

Front Street and have four children under the age of 8.  They feel that 10:00 p.m. on Sunday 

night is too late for the music to end.  Mr. Ed Baker, another resident of Front Street, 

explained that the extra cars parked on Front Street create a difficulty with seeing the traffic 

when pulling out of A Street.  Mr. Baker also noted that the trucks are using jake brakes and 

he has not seen the police patrolling the street.  He feels the sign prohibiting jake brakes 

should be moved to make it more noticeable.  Mr. Matt Strauser, owner of the Priestley-

Savidge House, stated that he was unaware of the neighbors’ complaints and is willing to 

work with the neighbors by having the d.j. lower the volume.  He asked that the neighbors call 

him whenever they feel the music is too loud so he may address it.  They should call the 

phone number that is on the Priestley-Savidge sign which goes to his cell phone. The 

placement of the loud speakers was discussed as a possibly contributing to the volume that is 

heard by the neighbors.  Mr. Slodysko requested that Mr. Strauser call him the next time he 

has an event.  He knows of ways to reduce the loud base noise and is willing to help.   

 

 Mr. Forrest Walter explained that two years ago he applied for a permit to build a 

house.  After obtaining the permit, he was informed by the bank that he was unable to obtain a 

mortgage because houses in alleys in Northumberland do not appraise for a high enough 

amount.  He then decided not to build.  He is requesting a refund for the permit.  Mr. Ruane 

explained that a refund could be given for the inspection fees.  This amount is included in the 

list of bills to be paid.   

 

Meeting minutes of September 7, 2010 

Mr. Reed noted a correction to the minutes.  Mrs. Groninger was referred to as Mr. Groninger. 

Mrs. Groninger moved to approve the minutes as corrected; Mr. Orner seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote:  Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Orner, and Mr. Reed voted aye; Mr. Long, Mr. Rees and 

Mr. Wetzel abstained. 
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Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Brosius noted that the police report is in the council’s packet.   

 

Chief Fink stated that Bill Geise from Geise Associates has suggested a solution to repair the 

phone lines to the police station.  Mr. Geise asked the council to authorize the use of students 

from the McCann School of Business to repair the lines under his instruction.  Upon motion 

by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Long, council voted unanimously to approve. 

 

Mayor Brosius noted that two remembrance ceremonies took place in September.  The 9/11 

services were held in the King Street Park on September 11.  And a ceremony was held to 

honor Brett D. Swank for his ultimate sacrifice on January 24, 2005, in Iraq.  On September 

30
th

, a portion of Route 11 was dedicated as the Brett D. Swank Memorial Highway.  Both 

ceremonies were under the direction of Paul Ruane and Dick Simpson.  Mr. Ruane was 

commended by Representative Merle Phillips at the ceremony for his initiation of the 

memorial highway which was introduced to the legislature by Mr. Phillips.   

 

Mayor Brosius thanked the firemen for the volunteer service they do for the community and 

also for the education they provide to the children in Northumberland during Fire Prevention 

Week.  She said that firemen will be at the area schools tomorrow. 

 

Mayor Brosius requested that the council consider naming Budd Allen Reader as a member of 

the Fire Police.  He has obtained a background check.  Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded 

by Mr. Wetzel, council unanimously approved Mr. Reader’s appointment.  

 

Mark Cox sent a thank you not to the council for supporting the Riverstock Triathlon 2010. 

 

Street Supervisor’s Report 

Mr. Tom Slodysko reported that he is still working without the regular crew.   

 

The handicapped sign at the Baptist Church will be installed in the near future.  The 

compressor has been repaired so he will be able to put a hole in the concrete to install the 

sign. 

 

Mr. Slodysko stated that the leaves will be picked up once most of them have fallen. 

 

Mr. Walter stated that he has found several bristles of the street sweeper brushes along the 

street.  He and Mr. Slodysko discussed the sweeper operation. 

 

Mr. Walter noted that several intersections in the Borough do not have adequate line of vision.  

He said that cars sometime park illegally along Fifth Street at the football field and it is 

difficult to see vehicles traveling up the street.  Other intersections in the Borough were 

discussed.  Mr. Troup stated it is difficult to see traffic coming up Strawbridge at the 

intersection with Fifth Street due to shrubbery.  

 

Mr. Wetzel stated that someone asked him about picking up brush.  Mr. Slodysko said that he 

has not scheduled a pickup for the fall.  He and the casual employees have used the chipper to 

reduce the large brush pile that is at the recycling center.  Mr. Slodysko noted that there is a 

cost to use the mulcher and Sunbury’s personnel.  Sunbury purchased the mulcher with a 
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recycling grant; the Borough and Point Township each provided 10% of the municipality cost 

of the grant to Sunbury with the understanding that they would be charged a reduced rate for 

the use of the equipment.  The cost is still close to $1,000 for this use.  Mr. Wetzel stated that 

he feels Borough should provide the service to the residents at no charge.  Mrs. Groninger 

recommended that $1,000 be requested for inclusion in the 2011 budget for costs to mulch the 

brush. 

 

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report – No report 

 

Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 

Mr. Jim Orner provided council with the report of the Sewer Authority’s September 27
th

 

meeting.    

 

Emergency Services Board Report 

Mr. Steve Cimino requested that the funds be transferred to the Hookies account for the truck 

payment.   

 

Fire Chief’s Report 

Chief Jim Troup reported on the activity of the Fire Department for the past month. 

The firemen will be visiting the schools this week during Fire Prevention Week.  St. John’s 

Nursery School, Priestley Elementary School, Northumberland Christian School and Sunbury 

Christian School will all be visited. 

 

Mr. Troup said that the radio system will be changing from a low-band system to a high-band 

system, county-wide.  The new system will be in effect in 2012.   

 

Committee Reports 

    Community Development 

 The committee will meet next Monday, October 11, at 7:00 p.m.  

 

    Finance 

Mr. Rees stated that the committee met last month to review expenses and will meet at 

6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 20, to review income. 

 

    Personnel  

 Mrs. Groninger stated that a personnel issue will be discussed in Executive Session. 

 

    Public Safety 

 The committee will meet on October 19 at 6:00 p.m. before the council work session. 

 

    Rules 

The committee meeting date is being changed since it conflicts with the Finance 

Committee meeting.  Mr. Long stated that he would inform the council of the new date 

and that the meeting will also be advertised. 

 

    Streets 

Mr. Reed stated that the Hookies have inquired about the possibility of the Borough 

vacating the unnamed alley next to their property.  The Hookies have stated that they 
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will absorb any costs.  Mr. Tira advised that the owners of the abutting properties 

should circulate a petition requesting that the Borough vacate the property and present 

it to the council.  All landowners should waive any claims for damages against the 

Borough as part of the vacating of the property.  The petition should include the 

property owners’ names and addresses.  Mr. Tira stated that a hearing would then be 

held by the Borough.   

       

Old Business 

No old business was conducted. 

 

New Business 

1. Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Wetzel, the council voted unanimously to 

approve payment of the bills, including $30,000 toward the Hookies truck payment.  

Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $51,414.59; Liberty Splashland bills total 

$1,572.05; 2
nd

 Street Community Center total $3,311.11; and the state aid payment of 

$45,287.79 to the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System. 

 

2. Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the council unanimously 

voted to appoint Thomas Cropf as the Borough’s representative to the Northumberland 

County Gang Committee. 

 

3. Chief Fink requested permission to purchase a sign for the new police offices.  He also 

asked that additional lighting be installed at the end of the building where the walkway 

comes from the street to the police entrance.  Discussion ensued about installing a 

stone parking lot at the 2
nd

 Street end of the building for the police vehicles.  The open 

pit to the basement area of the building was also an issue.  Various options were 

considered with no conclusion.    

 

Mr. Orner moved to purchase and install the police department sign at a cost not to 

exceed $500.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – All ayes.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. for an Executive Session to discuss personnel issues.  

Mr. Reed stated that the meeting may be reconvened following the Executive Session. 

 

The meeting was reconvened and adjourned at 8:34 p.m.  No action was required. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Janice R. Bowman 

Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland 
Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 

221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 
November 1, 2010 

 
 
President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Vice President Jonathan Rees offered the Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Gregory Carl, Judith H. Groninger, Robert Long, James Orner, Jonathan 
Rees, Stephen Reed, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Timothy Fink, Police Chief; Thomas 
Slodysko, Streets Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary.  Mayor Gretchen Brosius was absent. 
 
The nine visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Carl Libby thanked the Mayor and Council for their support for the Trap Shoot and Pig Roast held by 
the Friends of the Norry P.D.  He informed them that at least $2,500 has been raised with money still 
being donated.  Mr. Reed and Mr. Carl thanked Mr. Libby and his group for organizing the event. 
 
Ms. Julie Marano, a founder and co-chair of the Friends of the Shikellamy State Park, asked if the council 
would be interested in collaborating to obtain a college student to work as an intern in the Spring and 
Summer months to plan events in the Borough and for the Friends group.  This would not be a paid 
internship.  Instead, the intern would earn college credit for this work.  Council members voiced support 
of Ms. Marano’s suggestion. 
 
Ms. Marano stated that she is also involved with the Lake Augusta Gateway Corridor Committee and 
noted that the topic is on the meeting agenda.  She said that she supports the Borough’s involvement with 
the committee. 
 
Mr. Jim Troup asked about the CDBG grant that was discussed at the work session and requested 
clarification on how funds are to be used.  He questioned if the grant is for $63,300 how it would allow 
$40,000 of Borough money to go for the slide at the pool?  Mr. Carl replied that this is what the county 
commissioners have requested to occur.  Discussion ensued.   
 
Mr. Steve Cimino stated that he did not want his tax money to go for the slide.     
 
Council Meeting Minutes 
Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, the council voted unanimously to approve the 
minutes of October 5, 2010. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
In the Mayor’s absence, Mr. Carl read the following tribute into the minutes: 
 “Northumberland lost a faithful volunteer and friend on October 13th when Robert Waltz passed 
 away.  Bob was a councilman and mayor.  He served in those capacities for many years.  Bob 
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 also served on various service clubs and committees throughout the years and was named 
 Pineknotter of the Year.  The Northumberland Borough Council, Northumberland Police 
 Department and I send our condolences to his family.  The flag has flown at half-mast since his 
 passing and we will memorialize him with a brick at the playground.  He will be missed.” 
 
       Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius 
 
Street Supervisor’s Report 
Tom Slodysko reported that the crew has started to collect the leaves.  The work day will be extended to 
the end time on the “no parking” signs if needed. 
 
Mr. Slodysko has started work on the off-street parking area for the police department. 
 
Mr. Slodysko stated that the heating system has been installed in the multi-purpose room at the 2nd Street 
building. 
 
The Sewer Authority will help with the televising the storm drain lines on Hanover Street.  A portion of 
the lines had been completed.  The area from Water to Front Street and partway to Second Street remains 
to be done. 
 
Mr. Reed asked who decided to keep the tree at the 2nd Street building.  Mr. Slodysko responded that he 
decided that it could be moved back and not be in the way of the parking area for the police.  The time 
capsule could not be found.      
 
Mrs. Groninger asked about the invoice for televising a pipe.  Mr. Slodysko explained that it was for the 
sewer line that had to be replaced at the 2nd Street building. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Jim Orner provided the council with a report on the Sewer Authority meeting.  He noted that an audit will 
not be conducted for 2009 due to the lack of financial data.  The authority has received information from 
the IRS about the delinquent federal taxes.  Insurance policy information was obtained by the Authority. 
 
Emergency Services Board  
Steve Cimino reported that the Board met earlier this evening and voted to re-elect Jim Troup as Fire 
Chief and Brian Crebs as Deputy Fire Chief. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
Jim Troup reported on the activity of the Fire Department for the past month. 
 
Committee Reports 
Mr. Carl explained that vacancies will exist on several committees in January.  Residents who are 
interested in volunteering should complete the application form.  The list of vacancies has been published 
in the newsletter and is on the Borough website.  They include the Appeals Board (1, 2 and 3 year terms);  
Civil Service Commission (6 year term); Emergency Services Board (5 year term); Fire Police (2 year 
term); Northumberland Sewer Authority (5 year term); Planning Commission (4 year term); Shade Tree 
Commission (3 year term); and Zoning Hearing Board (3 year term).  Thank you letters will be sent to the 
committee members whose terms expire along with an application form to reapply.  The information will 
also be placed in the Daily Item. 
 
       Community Development 

• Mr. Carl stated that the committee would meet next Monday at 7:00 p.m. 
• The pavilion has been delivered to the playground. 
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• The electrical rough-in for the multi-purpose room was completed by Mr. Carl and the PCC 
crew.  The work was approved by the inspector and the crew has started to drywall.  Mr. Carl 
feels the room may be completed in about three months. 

• Mr. Reed asked if anyone has heard anything about cleaning up the brush along the river.  
Adam Klock responded that they are waiting until the leaves are off the trees.  He added that 
he is not sure what resources are available. 

• Mr. Long stated that someone is interested in using the gymnasium for exercise classes and 
asked if the council would approve the use.  Mrs. Groninger noted that the council should 
research whether the groups that wish to use the gym should have insurance.  In the past, 
other groups have requested the use of the gymnasium.   Mr. Wetzel suggested that the 
committee consider what types of groups would be interested in using the gym and what the 
charges should be.  Mr. Carl said that the Community Development committee would discuss 
the request and consider the overall use of the gym. 

 
       Finance 

Mr. Rees reported that the committee reviewed the income side of the budget last month and on      
November 17th at 6:30 p.m. they will meet to balance the 2011 budget. 

 
       Personnel – No report 
 
       Public Safety 

Mr. Wetzel has received a tentative confirmation for a presentation on Identity Thefts at the 221  
2nd Street building on November 29th at 6:30 p.m.  The guest speaker is from the Attorney 
General’s office.  [Note:  The presentation was cancelled by the Attorney General’s office.  It 
may be rescheduled at a later date.] 

 
Mr. Wetzel said that the committee had met last month to review the petition that was presented 
to the council about certain sidewalks in the Borough.  The committee has determined that no 
action should be taken at this time.  There is one more property that the committee will review.  
The committee plans to review the ordinance to see if sidewalks should be inspected on a regular 
basis as opposed to whenever a violation is noticed. 

 
Mr. Wetzel announced that the background check for Tom Cropf has been received and he may 
now be approved as a Fire Policeman.  Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mrs. Groninger, 
the council voted unanimously to appoint Mr. Cropf to the Fire Police. 
 
Mr. Carl asked if anyone on council wished to address the sidewalks at any of the properties that 
were discussed at the Public Safety meeting.  Since no one had any comments, the issue was laid 
to rest. 

 
 Rules Committee  
 Mr. Long explained the proposed ordinance to regulate signs posted throughout the Borough for 
 yard sales and events.  The length of time to remove signs is 48 hours after the conclusion of the 
 event.  Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Orner, council voted unanimously to 
 advertise this ordinance.  
 
 The ordinance regulating outdoor wood-fired boilers was tabled for additional committee review. 
 

The committee had revisited the policy to address meeting decorum.  Two options were provided 
for review.  Mr. Long emphasized that both versions request, but do not require, that comments 
be submitted to the Borough Office in advance of the public meeting.  Mr. Carl explained that the 
reasons for submitting comments or questions in advance are to allow the council to research a 



 4

topic so they are better able to respond to the comment or question.  And  depending on the issue, 
someone other than the council may be able to answer the resident’s question or resolve the issue 
before the next council meeting.  Mr. Long moved to adopt the short version of the policy for 
meeting decorum.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.   

 Mr. Carl read the proposed policy: 
 

 “Council Meeting Code of Conduct  
 

Below is a list of expectations for all people attending council meetings in the Borough of 
Northumberland.  

 
1. Respect the speaker. When a council member, citizen, or committee representative has the floor 

they are to be given complete attention.  They will not be interrupted. Side conversations will not 
be tolerated at any time during the meeting.  

 
2. Respect for time. We request public comments be submitted to the Borough office by close of 

business the Thursday prior to the meeting. Each person will be given three minutes to share 
their thoughts, concerns, or questions. Council will then be given an opportunity to respond. 
Other citizens will be given a maximum of three minutes to add additional comments. Public 
comment on additional agenda items will be held to a maximum of three minutes per speaker. 
Additional time may be granted at the discretion of the Borough Council President.  

 
3. The Borough Council President has the authority to ask those who do not follow the above 

mentioned policies to leave the meeting immediately.”   
   
Council voted unanimously to approve the Council Meeting Code of Conduct. 
 
 Streets Committee 

       Mr. Reed announced that the committee would meet at 6:00 p.m. on November 9th.   
 

 Ms. Fran Bogovich asked about the height of grates in the streets and whose responsibility it is to 
 repair them.  She was told that the storm drains are repaired before streets are paved.   

 
Old Business  

1. An application has been submitted to Northumberland County for funding for handicapped 
accessibility at the 2nd Street Community Center for FFY 2011 Community Development 
Block Grant. 

  
New Business 

1. Upon motion by Mr. Wetzel, seconded by Mr. Carl, council voted unanimously to pay the 
bills.  General Fund bills total $55,135.47; bills to be paid from the Parks and Recreation 
Fund total $100; Liberty Splashland bills total $901.79; bills to be paid from the 2nd Street 
Community Center account total $14,241.84; and Parking Meter account bills total $91.29. 
 

2. Mr. Carl moved and Mr. Long seconded the motion to approve the Pennsylvania Municipal 
Health Insurance Cooperative Agreement.  Roll call vote was 6-1 to approve with Mrs. 
Groninger casting the negative vote. 

 
3. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve a four-year lease with North Branch Auto for $4,200 per 

year payable quarterly.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimous to 
approve. 
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4. Upon motion by Mr. Orner, seconded by Mr. Long, council voted unanimously to approve a 
four-year lease with A.R.E.A. Services at a rate of $900 per month. 

 
5. Mr. Carl moved to pay the solvency fee of $685.60 for 2011.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote failed by 1-6 with Mr. Long casting the affirmative vote. 
 
6. Upon motion by Mrs. Groninger, seconded by Mr. Carl, council voted unanimously to 

contribute $250 for the Halloween Parade. 
 

7. A meeting of the Lake Augusta Gateway Corridor Study is scheduled for Wednesday 
afternoon at 2:00 at the Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce.  The Borough 
Secretary will attend.  Council members are also invited. 

 
8. Mr. Long moved to approve the agreement for the Community Development Block Grant of 

$63,300 from Northumberland County for street repairs on Second and Hanover Streets.  Mrs. 
Groninger seconded the motion.  Mr. Carl explained that the County has hired SEDA-COG to 
administer the CDBG program.  Council voted 6-1 to approve the agreement with Mr. Wetzel 
casting the dissenting vote. 

 
9. Mr. Long moved and Mr. Rees seconded a motion to submit applications to PennDOT for 

Automatic Red Light Enforcement (ARLE) grants for two projects.  One is to improve the 
railroad underpass on Route 11 by replacing the walkway and railings, repairing the 
sidewalls, and installing new lighting in the area.  The second application would be for 
funding for the downtown to replace crosswalks, street lights and trees.  Over $7,000,000 
obtained through the automatic red light enforcement in Philadelphia is available for funding 
projects. 

 
10. Mr. Reed asked Chief Fink what he anticipates the cost would be for the equipment that the 

department is interested in purchasing.  Over $2,500 has been raised by the Friends of the 
Norry P.D. and the estimated cost is $5,000. 

 
11. The General Election will be held tomorrow.  

 
Mr. Carl announced that an Executive Session for personnel issues will be held at the conclusion of the 
council meeting, but no action will be taken.   
  
Mr. Carl adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 
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Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 7, 2010 

 
Vice President Jonathan Rees called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Mayor Gretchen H. Brosius offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Judith Groninger, Robert Long, James Orner, Stephen Reed, and 
Jonathan Rees.  Others present were Mayor Brosius; Ryan Tira, Borough Solicitor; Timothy 
Fink, Police Chief; Thomas Slodysko, Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; 
and Janice Bowman, Borough Secretary.  Council members Gregory Carl and Frank Wetzel 
were absent. 
 
The twelve people in attendance introduced themselves. 
 
Executive Session 
The council adjourned for an Executive Session at 7:10 p.m. to discuss personnel issues.  The 
meeting was reconvened at 7:23 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to increase the hourly rate of pay for part-time Patrolman Kevin Rushton 
to $17.00 per hour.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Mr. Rees stated that this does not change the 
budget; the Police Chief is still required to meet his budget.  Approval was unanimous.   
 
Public Comment 

• Mr. Ty Sees asked about why the bowl slide was not advertised.  Mr. Tira replied that 
based on the fact that the used bowl slide was a unique item, it did not have to be bid.  
Mr. Sees asked why there were four checks written to pay for the bowl slide.  One check 
on 8/6 was for $10,000.  There were three checks on the same date, 9/25, one $10,000, 
one $4,500, and one $5,500.  The Borough Secretary did not remember the reason for 
several checks.  Mr. Sees asked if the CDBG grant money from the county has any 
contingencies tied to it.  Mr. Rees stated that he does not think there is a legal 
contingency.  He added that his understanding was that the county could not give the 
grant money specifically for the bowl slide, but could give the money for the streets.  The 
Borough could then use the money that would have been spent on streets for the bowl 
slide.  Mr. Sees asked where the additional $17,552 is coming from for the street project.  
This amount is above and beyond the grant money.  Mr. Sees stated that there is only 
$13,000 budgeted for streets.  Mr. Rees explained that money generated from the street 
tax must be used for streets while the general real estate millage may be used for 
anything, including street projects.  Mr. Sees asked if the council had documentation that 
shows that the bowl slide was a one-of-a-kind.  He was told that Mr. Carl had researched 
the purchase.   
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• Ms. Fran Bogovich asked why the outside lights are on all night at the 2nd Street building.  
Mr. Rees said that it would be looked into. 

 
• Mr. Bruce Killian asked why the driveway for the police department was done in the 

manner it was done.  He said that he had installed a driveway at his property and had 
followed the code to install it.  He stated that there is no curb along the street at the police 
driveway.  Mr. Reed explained that a curb will be installed.  Mr. Long stated that a reason 
for moving the sidewalk behind the parking area was for safety purposes so pedestrians 
would not be walking in front of the police cars.  Mr. Reed stated that it would be done to 
code; it is the weather that prohibits it from being done now.  

 
• Mr. Steve Cimino stated that he is not opposed to the bowl slide as long as the purchase 

is done with donations.  He has spoken with a person from the state about a program that 
will help the Borough with this project.  Mr. Cimino requested that the Borough stop 
work on the project until contacting this person and he provided the contact information 
to the council.  Mr. Ruane stated that the engineer has drawn up plans and the state 
inspector has reviewed them. 

 
• Mr. Jim Troup agreed with Mr. Cimino about the bowl slide being a great thing, but 

added not with his tax money.  He asked if a cost analysis was completed on the project 
and questioned how the Borough will be able to continue to operate it.  He also asked 
about the increased cost in insurance.  He stated that he would like to see a cost analysis 
by the next meeting.  Mr. Rees responded that the insurance costs were itemized and the 
cost difference for the pool is known.  The amount of money allocated to the pool in the 
2011 budget has been reduced due to the increase in insurance costs.   

 
• Ms. Kelly Carlin introduced herself.  She is an intern from Bucknell University who will 

be working with the Friends of Shikellamy State Park, the City of Sunbury, and 
Northumberland to help plan community events.  Ms. Julia Marano explained that 
because Kelly will graduate in December she is not eligible for a funding through the 
university; however Ms. Marano is seeking funding elsewhere.  Upon motion by Mr. 
Long, seconded by Mr. Reed, Ms. Carlin’s appointment was approved unanimously.   

  
Meeting minutes of November 1, 2010 
Mr. Long moved and Mr. Rees seconded the motion to approve the minutes of November 1, 
2010.  Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Brosius recognized Chris Kerwin and his committee for organizing the Wreaths for 
Warriors Program.  This is the 5th year for the program which began with the Northumberland 
Cemetery and has grown to include other cemeteries.  She also thanked Kohl’s Stoney Creek 
Nursery for donating their time and providing the wreaths as well as those individuals who have 
donated funds, including the Post 44 American Legion. 
 
The police report is provided to the council. 
 
Mayor Brosius requested that council vote to extend the Civil Service List for one year.  Mrs. 
Groninger so moved.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote to approve was unanimous. 
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Mayor Brosius was asked by Jerry Moser, the PCC Crew Leader, to read the following about a 
Pennsylvania Conservation Crew member into the minutes: 

“Greg Shiffer was a 9th grade high school drop-out, unemployed, living with friends, 
having a hard time paying rent.  He learned PCC was starting a project in the Borough of 
Northumberland through the Career Link, so he applied for a position.  When I (Jerry 
Moser, PCC Crew Leader) interviewed Greg, he was quiet and shy, but had the courage 
to ask for help with his future.  Fast forward 10 months later; Greg had his GED, Work 
Keys Certificate, Fit 4 Construction Certificate, completed a basic and advanced course 
in welding at SUN Tech Vocational School, and got OSHA certified.  Greg participated 
on a panel discussion at the state-wide Youth Services Academy Conference by 
suggesting ways to better develop services to more than 100 service providers and 
decision leaders in attendance.  Greg got his driver’s license, moved into his own 
apartment, volunteers throughout his community in his own spare time all the while 
having perfect attendance working with PCC.  Greg and his crewmembers have 
renovated parts of an old school building for offices for the Borough staff, code 
enforcement, and police department.  Greg got a job with Precision Building Systems 
from the skills he learned while working, training with PCC.  He plans to attend a  school 
using his Americorps education award he earned while training with PCC  before he gets 
too old.  All this from a 19 year old.  Well done, Mr. Gregory.” 

 
Mayor Brosius congratulated Greg for his accomplishments, along with Jerry Moser, the PCC 
crew leader. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked those who were involved with making Santa in the Park a huge success.  
She thanked the Northumberland/ Point Township Revitalization Committee, the 
Northumberland Fire Department, the Northumberland/ Point Township Kiwanis Club, and the 
Joseph J. Anselmo, Sr. Trust for making Santa’s visit to King Street Park another success.  The 
Sunbury City Band’s performance was enjoyed along with the hot chocolate and cookies.  The 
Mayor also thanked Mark Gulliver, Bob Long and Kirk Miller for helping Santa each Friday and 
Saturday night through December 18th. 
 
Mayor Brosius thanked the individuals who helped to decorate the park and downtown.  She 
recognized the Borough Crew, Tom Slodysko, Gene Brosius, Ann Roll, Eric Brosius, and Todd 
Kline. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report 
Mr. Paul Ruane reported that 10 permits were issued in the month of November.  He provided 
his report for November.  Mr. Ruane noted that 150 rental inspections were conducted this year. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority Report 
Mr. Jim Orner reported on the Sewer Authority’s November 22nd meeting.  The income 
statements and balance sheets were presented to the Board.  He said that the IRS is still working 
through the delinquent federal tax withholdings.  In lieu of a raise, the employees were given full 
health benefits.  Rates for Point and Upper Augusta Townships were discussed.  Michele Cope 
was hired as the part-time clerk.  The Board is entertaining proposals from insurance companies 
for coverage.  A pre-release impact statement has been received which states that the release date 
for Cindy Lark is July 4, 2011.  Jack Snyder has submitted his resignation from the authority, 
effective December 31, 2010.   
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Emergency Services Board Report 
Mr. Cimino asked if approval is required for a fireman to post on Facebook.  Mr. Tira replied 
that if he is posting as a representative of the Borough, approval would be required.  If he is 
posting personally and not representing the posts as Borough sanctioned, no approval is required. 
 
Mr. Cimino explained the purpose of the Knox Box and requested that the council consider 
placing a Knox Box at the 2nd Street building.  The topic was tabled until the next public safety 
meeting. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report 
No report. 
 
Committee Reports 
      Community Development 
 The Community Development Committee will meet on December 13 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
      Finance 

Mr. Rees explained the increases in the 2011 budget.  He stated that the increases in 
health care, insurances, such as workmen’s compensation, the police salaries, and the 
Borough’s retirement contribution have necessitated raising taxes.  He noted that the 
median household will see an increase of $34 in property taxes.   
 
Mr. Long moved to approve the 2011 budget.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 4-1.  Mr. Reed voted no, adding that he would like to see the CDBG grant 
used for streets to offset the millage increase.  

     
      Personnel  

 Mrs. Groninger noted that two employees with the street department are still on leave 
 due to injuries. 
  

      Public Safety  
The committee meeting is scheduled for December 21st at 6:00 p.m. 

 
      Rules  
 Ordinance 2010-6 which addresses signs posted in the borough was discussed.  The 
 ordinance has been advertised.  Council discussed the possibility of including areas 
 where no signs may be posted due to creating a hazardous condition.  No motion was 
 offered.  Mr. Long stated that the two topics for the next committee meeting are the sign 
 ordinance and an ordinance that addresses outdoor furnaces. 
 

Personnel 
 Mr. Rees explained that Benecon has offered a reduced rate for life insurance that 
 provides the same coverage as the current carrier with an annual savings of $456.24.  
 The insurance is through the Hartford Life Insurance Company.  Upon motion by Mr. 
 Rees, seconded by Mr. Orner, council voted unanimously to purchase life insurance 
 through Benecon and the Hartford Life Insurance Company. 

 
      Streets  
 Mr. Reed announced that the committee would meet on December 14th at 7:00 p.m. 
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Old Business 
1. Appointments to Committee Vacancies 

a. Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint James Troup to a one-year term to the Appeals 
Board, Ty Sees to a two-year term to the Appeals Board, and Adam Klock to a 
three-year term to the Appeals Board.  Mr. Orner seconded the motion.  Council 
unanimously approved the appointments. 
 

b. Mr. Long moved to appoint Michael Nailor to the Civil Service Commission.  
Mrs. Groninger seconded the motion.  Council approved unanimously.  This is a 
six-year term. 

 
c. Two applications were received for the Emergency Services Board vacancy.  The 

appointment was discussed but no motion was entertained. 
 

d. Mr. Long moved to appoint Gary Snyder to the Fire Police, contingent on a 
background check.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Council approved 
unanimously. 

 
e. Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Adam Klock to a four-year term on the 

Northumberland Sewer Authority.  Mr. Reed seconded the motion.  Council 
approved unanimously. 

 
f. Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Susan Morroni to a three-year term on the 

Shade Tree Commission. Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Mr. Long moved to 
appoint Michael Mummey to the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. Rees seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Reed, Mr. Rees, Mrs. Groninger and Mr. Orner 
voted to appoint Susan Morroni to the three-year term; Mr. Long voted to appoint 
Michael Mummey.  Susan Morroni was appointed to the Shade Tree Commission.   

 
g. Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Russell Meachum to the Zoning Hearing Board.  

Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Council approved unanimously.  This is a three-
year term. 

 
h. Mr. Long moved to appoint Bill Roll to the Tax Collection Committee.  Mr. 

Orner seconded the motion.  Council approved unanimously.  Mr. Rees moved to 
appoint Jan Bowman and Jim Orner as alternates to the Tax Collection 
Committee.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Council approved unanimously.  
These are annual appointments. 

  
New Business 

1. Upon motion by Mr. Long, seconded by Mr. Rees, the council voted unanimously to 
approve payment of the bills.  Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $66,532.01; 
Liberty Splashland bills total $657.52; Parks and Recreation bills total $1,089.00; and 2nd 
Street Community and Municipal Center bills total $194.85. 
 

2. Mayor Brosius asked if the council is willing approve reupholstering the chairs that are in 
the council chambers. Since the project was not budgeted for 2010, the request was 
tabled. 
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Mr. Rees noted that the he does not think action will be required following an Executive 
Session to discuss personnel issues, but the meeting may be reconvened if warranted. 
 
The council meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Borough of Northumberland  
221 Second Street, Northumberland, PA 17857 

Northumberland Borough Council Meeting 
December 21, 2010 

 
President Gregory Carl called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Jonathan Rees offered an Invocation. 
 
Roll Call 
Council members present were Greg Carl, Judith Groninger, Robert Long, James Orner, 
Stephen Reed, Jonathan Rees, and Frank Wetzel.  Others present were Thomas Slodysko, 
Street Supervisor; Paul Ruane, Code Enforcement Officer; and Janice Bowman, Borough 
Secretary. 
 
The four visitors present introduced themselves. 
 
Public Comment 
Mr. Steve Cimino asked if anyone had contacted the representative from the state whose 
name he had provided at the last meeting.  He said that he was informed that funding is 
available for the bowl slide.  Mr. Carl stated that he had spoken with him several weeks 
before and that no funding information was offered at that time.  He said that he would 
contact him again.  Mr. Cimino said that he would as well.  It was suggested that Mr. Carl 
and Mr. Cimino discuss the issue later. 
 
Mr. Jim Troup asked who oversees the pool, if there is a committee that runs it.  He was 
told that Mr. Carl oversees the operation of the pool.  Mr. Wetzel stated that since he’s 
been on the council, the Community Development Committee and Borough Council 
oversee and vote on matters relating to the pool.  Years ago the pool was run by the Liberty 
Pool Association.  At some time, the association was dissolved and the Borough became 
responsible for the operations.  The invoices and payroll are paid through the Borough 
Office and the financial information is audited annually.  Mr. Troup stated that he thought 
a committee should be established to run the pool.  Mr. Wetzel stated that he is not 
interested in additional committee meetings and if other people would like to become 
involved, they should come to the committee meetings.  Mr. Long stated that he feels that, 
as long as decisions are going through council and Community Development Committee, 
we have checks and balances.  The meetings are advertised and opened to the public so 
anyone may attend to express their opinions.  Mr. Wetzel noted how difficult it is to get 
people involved, citing the Emergency Services Board.  He added that he is in favor of 
getting more people involved.  Mr. Troup stated that the reason people do not get involved 
is because of the council.  Mr. Carl stated that he has been thrilled to run the pool for the 
past 11 years.  He also noted that Mr. Slodysko has helped with the work at the pool and is 
licensed for the pesticide application.  He added that he doesn’t recall ever complaining 
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about having too much to do.  He is happy to continue to oversee the pool, unless the 
council would like to make changes.  Mr. Troup stated that he did not think Greg was 
complaining; he just thought that things would be more transparent if there were others 
helping.  Mr. Carl asked how things could be more transparent.  Mr. Troup said it is easy 
for one person to dictate whatever he wants to do.  Mr. Carl noted that the council has 
approved all the rules that have been established for the pool and he enforces them.  Mr. 
Troup’s response was that Hitler had the same approach.   
   
The Borough Secretary stated that at the December 7 council meeting, Ty Sees questioned 
why three checks written for the bowl slide were all dated September 25, 2009.  She said 
that she researched the question and learned that September 25, 2009, was the invoice date.  
The invoice was for $20,000.  The invoice was paid in three installments and the check 
dates, which were also printed on the check stubs that Mr. Sees obtained copies of, were 
October 7, 2009 for $10,000; November 9, 2009 for $4,500; and November 16, 2009 for 
$5,500. 
  
Meeting minutes of December 7, 2010 
Mr. Rees moved to adopt the minutes of December 7, 2010.  Mrs. Groninger seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote was unanimously to approve with Mr. Wetzel and Mr. Carl 
abstaining because they were not present. 
 
Committee Reports 
    Community Development  

Mr. Carl said that the committee met on December 13 and discussed the parking lot 
situation at the police department.   
 

    Finance 
Mr. Adam Klock informed the council that he attended a Sewer Authority meeting 
yesterday.  He stated that the insurance company had required that the authority 
adopt procedures for handling financial matters.  He suggested that the council may 
want to adopt similar procedures.  Mr. Orner stated that as the Borough’s 
representative he had a copy of the procedures to provide to the council. 
  

 2011 Budget 
Mr. Long moved to adopt the 2011 budget.  Mr. Rees seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote:  Mr. Long, Mr. Orner, Mr. Rees, Mr. Carl and Mrs. Groninger voted aye; 
Mr. Reed and Mr. Wetzel voted nay.  Motion passed 5-2.  This was the second 
reading of the budget.  Millage rates are set as follows:  General real estate – 19.8 
mils; Debt Service – 2.3 mils; Parks/Recreation – 1.0 mils; Street Improvement - .5 
mils; and Fire Protection – 2.7 mils.   
 

    Personnel  
Mrs. Groninger stated that personnel issues would be discussed in an Executive 
Session at the end of the meeting.  Mr. Rees stated that the council would likely 
have a vote following the Executive Session. 

 
    Public Safety  

Mr. Wetzel announced that the committee would meet at 6:00 p.m. on January 18th.  
He said that the lock boxes could be discussed if the Fire Department would like to 
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attend the meeting or provide him with the information.  He said that he would 
speak to Matt (Lauver) about the Crime Watch meeting which is scheduled for 
January 3, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
    Rules  

Mr. Long announced that the committee would meet at 7:00 p.m. on January 19th.  
The outdoor furnace ordinance will be reviewed. 

 
    Streets  

Mr. Reed announced that the committee would meet at 7:00 p.m. on January 11th.  
Mr. Cimino asked about the painting of the yellow line on Orange Street.  Mr. 
Slodysko stated that he has purchased the paint and the curb will be painted.  
 

Old Business 
1. Appointments to Committee Vacancies 

Emergency Services Board 
Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Joseph West.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  
Mr. Rees nominated Judyann Schmidt.  No second was offered.  The council voted 
unanimously to appoint Joseph West to the five-year seat on the Emergency 
Services Board. 
 
Planning Commission 
Mr. Rees nominated Jon Groninger to the Planning Commission for the four-year 
term.  Mr. Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimous with Mrs. 
Groninger abstaining. 
 
Northumberland Sewer Authority 
Mrs. Groninger moved to appoint Jim Orner to the five-year seat on the Sewer 
Authority.  Mr. Long seconded the motion.  Roll call vote was unanimous with Mr. 
Orner abstaining. 

  
New Business 

1. Mrs. Groninger moved to approve payment of the bills.  Mr. Rees seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Orner stated that one recommendation from the financial procedure 
manual that he obtained at the Sewer Authority meeting was that a third party be 
assigned to review the finances.  Mr. Rees suggested that the topic be discussed at 
the finance meeting.  Roll call vote to approve payment of the bills was unanimous.  
Bills to be paid from the General Fund total $34,232.44; Liberty Splashland bills 
total $42.09; Norry Playground Fund bills total $690.00; Parks and Recreation 
Fund bills total $19.05; 2nd Street Community & Municipal Center bills total 
$691.27; and bills to be paid from the Donations Account total $180.00. 

 
Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned for Personnel issues at 7:31 p.m.   
 
The council meeting was reconvened at 7:52 p.m.  Mr. Rees explained that the non-union 
employees are having wage freezes this year and some of them had them last year.  Mr. 
Rees stated that the council appreciates their work and, this is not standard, but because of 
the wage freezes which will save the Borough money, he made a motion that Tom 
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Slodysko be given $1,000; Paul Ruane be given $500; Ann Roll be given $500; Jan 
Bowman be given $500; Ann August be given $250 and Jane Ressler be given $250.  Mr. 
Carl seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Carl, Mrs. Groninger, Mr. Long and Mr. 
Rees voted aye; Mr. Orner, Mr. Reed and Mr. Wetzel voted nay.  Motion passed 4-3.   
 
Mrs. Groninger moved to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Janice R. Bowman 
Borough Secretary  
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